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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 

Annua l  S u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 . 0 0 .  S i n g l e  c o p i e s  50C. Non members $ 1 . 0 0 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
P r e s i d e n t  : T r e v o r  Wailes , 4 7  W a t e r w o r k s  Rd, Dynnyrne  , 7 0 0 5 .  Ph 344862  

S e c r e t a r y  : Andrew B r i g g s  , 1 1 4  V a n t o n a  Rd,  S a n d y  B a y ,  7005 .  P h  251801  

T r e a s u r e r :  D i a n a  D a v i e s ,  3 9 1 A  N e l s o n  Rd,  M t  N e l s o n ,  7 0 0 9 .  P h  202669  
(Work) 

Tempora ry  T r e v o r  Wailes ( a s  a b o v e ) .  
C O - E d i t o r s  : C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  8 Weston P l a c e ,  M o n t r o s e ,  7 0 1 0 .  Ph 723617  

T y p i s t :  J e a n i n e  D a v i e s ,  1 1 4  V a n t o n a  Rd,  Sandy  B a y ,  7 0 0 5 .  Ph 2 5 1 8 0 1  **********************************************************,******#********* 

FORWARD PROGRAMME : 

Wed J u n e  3 0  PUB MEETING: W h e a t s h e a f  Hotel  ( f r e e  bee;! ) .  A f a r e w e l l  t o  
o u r  members j o i n i n g  t h e  PNG E x p e d i t i o n .  

S a t  J u l y  3 SATANS LAIR: The l a s t  a t t e m p t  f e l l  t h n o u g h  d u e  t o  a t r o c i o u s  
w e a t h e r .  

Wed J u l y  7  SOCIAL MEETING: S t u a r t ' s  p l a c e ,  1 7  R u p e r t  Avenue .  BY0 
s l i d e s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  g r o g .  

S a t  J u l y  1 0  VOLTERA: And area a r o u n d  t h e  t o p  o f  C h r i s p s  Road c o u l d  b e  a 
Sunday  t r i p .  

S a t  J u l y  1 7  GROWLING SWALLET: Again  t h e  l a s t  t r i p  w a s  a b o r t e d  d u e  t o  
h i g h  water .  P u s h  t r i p  a n d  s u r v e y .  

Wed J u l y  2 1  COMMITTEE MEETING: A l l  o f f i c e  ' b e a r e r s  p l e a s e  a t t e n d .  

S a t  J u l y  24 SLAUGHERHOUSE POT: E x p l o r a t i o n  w i t h '  a  v i e w  to. l i n k i n g  i t  t o  
G r o w l i n g .  T r e v  & S u e ' s  house -warming  p a r t y .  

Wed J u l y  2 8  PUB MEETING: W h e a t s h e a f  H o t e l .  ( F r e e  b e e r  y e t  a g a i n )  ! 
1 

S a t  J u l y  31 GORMENGHAST: B e g i n n e r s  t r i p  l i t t l e  t a c k l e  n e e d e d .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

EDITORIAL -- 

SUCCESS AT LAST! A f t e r  masses o f  e f f o r t  s p e n t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  t o  -- 
f i n d  a  s y s t e m  d e e p e r  t h a n  Khazad Dhum. Well, now w e  h a v e  i t ,  a n d  
t h a n k f u l l y  i t  w a s  a  T a s m a n i a n  g r o u p  t h a t  d i d  i t  a n d ,  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  
i t  w a s  OUR CLUB. The r e p o r t  is i n  t h i s  i s s u e  w i t h  ( a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
w r i t i n g t h i s  " I  h o p e " )  t h e  s u r v e y .  

A p a r t  f rom t h e  r e c o r d  b r e a k i n g  t r i p  t o  Ice T u b e ,  t r i p s  h a v e  b e e n  r u n  t o  
T a s s i e  P o t ,  Owl P o t  a n d  G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t ;  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  
b e i n g  a b o r t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  h i g h  w a t e r  ( l o t s  o f  i t !  ) . The d a y  w a s  n o t  
w a s t e d  t h o u g h ,  t h e  t r a c k  was  c l e a r e d  u p  t o  t h e  t r a p d o o r  stream o n  t h e  
way t o  I c e  Tube and  s u r v e y e d  b a c k  t o  G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t .  P e n d a n t  P o t  was 
a l s o  v i s i t e d .  

The l a c k  o f  a c t i o n  is  m o s t l y  d u e  t o  p o o r  w i n t e r  w e a t h e r  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
w i n t e r  s y n d r o m e ,  and  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Ice Tube t r i p  a n d  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  h a r d  
t o  i m p r o v e  on f o r  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  S p i e l ,  w e ' r e  w o r k i n g  q n  i t !  

( C o n t i n u e d  on P a g e  8 )  
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CLUB NEWS AND TRIVIA -- 

* C h r i s  s t i l l  w a n t s  t o  h e a r  f r o m  a n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o i n g  a d e a l  f o r  t h e  
p u r c h a s e  o f  c a p  l a m p s .  Does anyone  h a v e  any d e a d  l e a d  a c i d  b a t t e r i e s ?  
C a r ,  m o t o r b i k e ,  c a v i n g  b a t t e r i e s ,  e t c ,  c a n  b e  s o l d  f o r  s c r a p ,  a n d  h e l p  
pay  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  new c e l l s  f o r  t h e  c l u b  - see C h r i s .  

* The t r a c k  t o  Ice Tube w a s  c u t  a n d  s u r v e y e d  f r o m  G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t  t h e  
weekend p r i o r  t o  a n d  t h e  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  b o t t o m i n g  t r i p .  The r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two i n c r e d i b l e  c a v e s  s h o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

* With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  " l a s t "  Ice Tube t r i p  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  are 
unknown b u t  b o t h  J u l i a  James. R a w l e i g h  Webb (WASG) , a n d  T e r r y  R e a r d o n  
(CEGSA) , s e n t  t h e i r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  TCC's  s u c c e s s  i n  b r e a k i n g  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  D e p t h  R e c o r d .  Many t h a n k s  f o r  t h e i r  w e l l  w i s h e s  a n d  
i n t e r e s t .  

* FOLKS: D i d  you know t h a t  t h e  C l u b  h a s  a  l i b r a r y ?  I t  i n c l u d e s  a  
number o f  r e c e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  b o o k s  a n d ,  now, b o u n d  S p e l e o  S p i e l  
Y e a r b o o k s ,  w i t h  more t o  come. Thanks  T r e v .  The l i b r a r y  is  a t  S t u a r t t s  
p l a c e  s o  why n o t  h a v e  a b r o w s e  a n d  a b o r r o w .  

* The McKinnon/Tunneyhouse-warming is r e p u t e d  t o  b e  l a t e  i n  J u l y l e a r l y  
August  - t h e  d a t e  is s t i l l  t o  b e  f i n a l i s ' e d !  

C a v i n g  Equipment  h a v e  m o v e d . t h e i r  s h o p  y e t  a g a i n  ( a r e  t h e y  moving u p  i n  
e h e  w o r l d ) !  The new a d d r e s s  i s :  230 S u s s e x  S t r e e t ,  S y d n e y ,  Ph 02-264'-2095. 
O p e n i n g  s p e c i a l s  i n c l u d e  : 

20C m R o l l  B l u e w a t e r  I1 $350 (No h u l k  d i s c o u n t .  P o s t a l  a d d r e s s  is  
Nor th  Cape l a ~ ~ ~ i n t t e d  j a c k e t s  $ 6 5  s t i l l  PO Box 2 3 0 ,  M i l s o n s  P t .  2 0 6 1 ) .  
F r i e n d s  No 1 $ 2 4 . 2 0  N o  16 $ 2 5 . 2 0  

No 2  2 6 . 2 0  No 24 2 7 . 0 0  
No 3  2@.0C! No 4 3 5 . 6 0  
2"  t a p e  . 8 0 / m  
J u m a r s  5 9 . 0 0 / p r  , 
G i b b s  2 3 . 7 5  

QUOTABLE QUOTES 

S c e n e :  O u t s i d e  t h e  s h o p  a t  Maydena,  S a t u r d a y ,  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  I c e  
Tube t r i p .  S t e f a n :  v e r y  p a t i e n t .  "Oh . . .  t h e s e  t r i p s  w h i c h  s t a r t  w i t h  
a l l  t h i s  . . . .  i n g  a r o u n d  a l w a y s  e n d  u p  as e p i c s " .  

++++++++++ 
S c e n e :  S t u a r t  f i r s t  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  I c e  Tube d o l i n e  a f t e r  l o o k i n g  o v e r  
t h e  area f o r  c a v e r n s  some y e a r s  a g o .  

S t u a r t  . "Ke s p e n t  h o u r s  up  h e r e .  a n d  n e v e r  f o u n d  a rBazoo" .  
S t e f a n  ( f i n d e r  o f  I T ) :  "We d i d n ' t  f i n d  any Razoos  e i t h e r " .  
T r e v  : "What ' S  a  r a z o o " ?  
h i c k :  "A p l a c e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  come a n d  p&y t o  see R a ' s  i n  c a g e s " .  

+ + + + + + C + + +  

S c e n e :  A t  t h e  d o l i n e  a f t e r  t h e  I T  t r i p .  R o l a n  w a s  a s k e d  how h i s  new 
f o o t  G i b b s  r o p e  w a l k i n g  s y s t e m  went  o n .  "Not t o o  good o h  t h e  f i r s t  few 
p i t c h e s ,  b u t  r e a l l y  w e l l  on  t h e  l a s t  o n e " !  

++++++++++ 
A f t e r  I T  w a s  a l l  o v e r ,  someone a s k e d  i f  i t  was  a  " h a r d  t r i p " ,  someone 
e q u a l l y  anonymous a n s w e r e d  - "The t r i p  y o u  d o n ' t  come b a c k  f r o m  is t h e  
o n l y  h a r d  o n e " .  ( V e r y  p r o f o u n d  - E d ' s  n o t e ) .  

++++++++<-+ 
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ICE TUBE - 5 JUNE 1982 - AS YET UN-NUMBERED 

" L e t ' s  a t t a c k  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  d e p t h  r e c o r d  w i t h  a  q u i c k  t r i p  t o  t h e  
b o t t o m " .  
" W i l l  w e  s u r v e y  it"? 
"Curse s " .  "Should  do r e a l l y " .  

Our p l a n s  f o r  t h i s  t r i p  w e r e n ' t  q u i t e  as n o n c h a l a n t  a s  t h i s .  The t r i p  
had  b e e n  programmed b e f o r e .  V a r i o u s  p rob lems  were e n c o u n t e r e d  - 
e s s e n t i a l  members were o u t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  m e t r e s ?  o f  snow b l o c k i n g  t h e  
a p p r o a c h i n g  r o a d s ,  and  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  e x c u s e s .  

When t h e  moment a r r i v e d  p l a n s  went  l i k e  c l o c k w o r k ,  Mike M a r t i a n  f s h o u l d  
b e  M a r t i n )  e n s u r e d  a  good n i g h t ' s  s l e e p  by s p e n d i n g  i t  a t  h o s p i t a l !  
Malcome Handel  booked h i s  s t a n d b y  f l i g h t  f rom Sydney ( v e r y  k e e n ) .  1 
l a i d  o f f  t h e  g r o g ,  w e l l ,  a l m o s t .  S t e f a n  and Rolan  d i d  wha t  t h e y  would  
u s u a l l y  do f o r  l a t e  t e e n a g e r s o n  a  l a t e  F r i d a y  n i g h t ?  NYck Hume p l a y e d  
s q u a s h  and  g o t  b e a t e n  ( u n u s u a l )  and S t u  N i c h o l a s  p o l i s h e d  h i s  p r u s i k e r s .  

8 a m  S a t u r d a y  saw u s  f i t  and  w e i l ,  l o a d i n g  a l m o s t  h a l f  a k i l o m e t r e  o f  
r o p e s ,  t r a c e s  and  r o p e  p r o t e c t o r s  i d t o  v a r i o u s  v e h i c l e s .  We were 
c o n f i d e n t  and  d e t e r m i n e d  - a l i t t l e  u n u s u a l  f o r  t h e  TCC. S t e f a n ,  
work ing  a t  M t  F i e l d  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  would  meet u s  a t  t h e  ANM B a r r i e r .  

By 10.30 a m  w e  a s sembled  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  Nine Road on  t h e  w e s t e r n  
s l o p e  o f  M t  F i e l d  Wes t ,  g e a r  was g rouped  i n  p i l e s  f o r  t h e  known p i t c h e s  
and  e x t r a  r o p e ,  enough t o  t a k e  u s  400 m p l u s  f o r  t h e  new g r o u n d .  

The p l a n  was f o r  two p a r t i e s  t o  d e s c e n d .  Rolan  E b e r h a r d ,  Malcome Handel  
and Nick Hume were t o  r i g  and p l a c e  b o l t s ,  where  n e c e s s a r y ,  down t o  new 
g r o u n d .  S t u  N i c h o l a s ,  Mike M a r t i n  and  m y s e l f ,  T r e v o r  Wailes, were t o  
s u r v e y  as c o m p l e t e l y  and q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  down t o  them w i t h  t h e  
e x t r a  r o p e ,  e t c .  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  would  p r o t e c t ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  
p a r t y  a f t e r  g i v i n g  them a  good s t a r t .  

The walk  i n  w a s  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  p r e v i o u s  w e e k ' s  t r a c k  c l e a r i n g  e f f o r t s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  be tween  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  and  t h e  T r a p d o o r  s t r e a m  t h i s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  o v e r  a  p i t i f u l  h a l f  k i l o m e t r e .  

I t  wa.s a  good d r y  day f o r  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  Val ' ley i n  w i n t e r  and  a  s w e a t  
was worked up d u r i n g  t h e  l& h o u r  walk  i n .  D i  D a v i e s  and  A l b e r t  Goede 
were m e t  on t h e  t r a c k ,  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y i n g  up t o  I c e  Tube.  

A t  l e n g t h  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  huge d o l i n e  ( n o t  r e a l l y  s o  h u g e )  which  had  
s e e n ,  and was t o  s e e ,  more e f f o r t  expended  t h a n  mos t  o t h e r  s u r f a c e  
f e a t u r e s .  A s m a l l  c l e a r i n g  s e r v e d  a s  a  camp and change  a r e a  and t h e  
g roup  changed  i n  good s p i r i t s  t hough  o n l y  S t u a r t  and  Mike h a d  n o t  
e x p e r i e n c e d  I ce Tube b e f o r e .  

O r g a n i s a t i o n  was smooth as w a s  t h e  whole  ( h o l e )  t r i p .  NH, MH and  RE 
descended  t h e  mud s l o p e  t o  t h e  l o w e s t  c e i l i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  
"sys tem"  which  is t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  w i t h  a  c e i l i n g  h e i g h t  o f  3 metres. The 
s u r v e y  g roup  s t a r t e d  irnrnedia.tely and  t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  f rom t h e  r i f t  
w a l l  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  e n t r a c e  where  f rom i n s i d e  t h e  c a v e  d a y l i g h t  
can  b e  s e e n .  ( I s  t h i s  c h e a t i n g ) ?  S u r v e y i n g  down t h e  open  r i f t  t o  
where  t h e  w a t e r  s i n k s .  I o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d  t o  mark down c e i l i n g  h e i g h t s  
b u t  soon  d i s c o v e r e d ,  a s  men , t ioned ,  t h a t  t h e  l o w e s t  p o i n t  o f  t h e  c a v e  
c e i l i n g  was t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

Once i n s i d e  t h e  b o u l d e r  f l o o r  d i p p e d  s t e e p l y  and  t h e  r o o f  was u n d e f i n e d  
i n  t h e  s n a k i n g  s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e  above .  T h i s  e n t r a n c e  s c r e e  s l o p e  is 
t h e  l v n g e s t  " h o r i z o n t a l "  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c a v e .  A c l i m b  up  and o v e r  o r  a  
g r o v e l  unde r  a  r o c k  p r o j e c t i o n  g i v e s  way t o  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  

T h i s  p i t c h  gave  t h e  s y s t e m  i t s  name "Ice Tube".  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  r i f t  
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f rom where  t h e  p i t c h  b e g i n s  b e l l s  o u t  i n t o  a  w a t e r  s h o o t  and  d e v e l o p s  
i n t o  a  sewer l i k e  v e r t i c a l  d r a i n  which  was f r e e z i n g  c o l d ,  w h i t e  s p r a y  
l a s h e d ,  and  w i t h  an  accompanying i c y  w i n d .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  p i t c h  is  
now e l i m i n a t e d  by penduluming  o n t o  a  r a z o r  s h a r p  l e d g e  ( M a l c o l m e ' s  
c u s s ? )  7 metres down. Here a  wedged k n o t  b e l a y  c o n t i n u e s  down an 18 m 
d r y  s h a f t  ( "Phreds  Downf a , l l " )  . 

The w a t e r  is  r e g a i n e d  h e r e  and  more scree s l o p e  l e a d s  t o  a 28 m p i t c h  
( D e g e n e r a t e d  Man's  P i t c h ) .  T h i s  p i t c h .  which h a s  an awkward t a k e  o f f  
o v e r  a  r a t h e r  r e s t r i c t e d  l i p ,  is d r y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  7 metres and  g e t s  
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  damper t o w a r d s  t h e  b a s e  2 8  metres be low.  T h i s  is  a v e r y  
c o l d  and damp s p o t  t o  w a i t  when r e t u r n i n g .  From t h i s  small chamber a  
c h o i c e  o f  r o u t e s  a r i s e s  e i t h e r  w e t  o r  d r y .  The w e t  i s  v e r y  w e t  and  
t h e  d r y  is a c r o s s  a  r a t h e r  h a i r y  t r a v e r s e  ( P l a c e b o  E f f e c t )  on  p o o r  
r o c k .  The t r a v e r s e  e n d s  i n  a  mud c l i m b  down i n t o  t h e  r i f t  be low 
f o l l o w e d  by more c l i m b s  down ?n s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e  and  t h e  t h i r d  p i t c h  
is r e a c h e d .  

S t u a r t ,  l o o k i n g  g h o s t l y  w h i t e  and l o s i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  s u g g e s t e d  h e  
a b o r t  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  T h i s  j e o p a r d i s e d  o u r ,  s u r v e y i n g  b u t  
a s  S t e f a n  h a d  c a u g h t  up h e  t o o k  o v e r  S t u a r t  ' S  p o s t .  Our s u r v e y  
c o n t i n u e d  down t h e  " S h o r t  P i t c h "  ( 6 . 5  m) c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  4 t h  
p i t c h  ( 1 9  m).  Ha l f  way down t h i s  p i t c h  is  an " I n l e t  r i f t "  l e a d i n g  
back  t o  t h e  main d r a i n  ( w e t  p i t c h e s ) .  Two d i f f i c u l t  c l i m b s  i n  
s e r p e n t i n e  r i f t  l e d  t o  t h e  "Ramp" p i t c h  o f  30 m: A b e a u t i f u l  p i t c h ,  
a  c l a s s i c  t o  p r u s s i k ,  w i t h  no  p r o t e c t o r s ,  j u s t  . 4  m f rom t h e  s h a f t  
w a l l ,  and d r y .  

The stream is r e g a i n e d  b r i e f l y  h e r e  a f t e r  a  3  m c l i m b  down f o l l o w e d  by 
more s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e ,  w i t h  t h e  stream d r o p p i n g  50 m i n  a  l a r g e  
a v e n .  A f t e r  a d e l i c a t e  manoeuvre i n  t h e  r i f t ,  w i t h  n o  f l o o r  f o r  50  m 
( V e r t i g o  T r a v e r s e ) ,  a  s m a l l  h o l l o w  i n  t h e  r i f t  i s  r e a c h e d .  T h e r e  a r e  
now two b o l t s ,  t h e  r i g g i n g  p a r t y  h a v i n g  added  one f o r  s a f e t y .  

A pendulum o u t  7  m t o  a  changeove r  u n d e r  an o v e r h a n g  and  a  f r e e  d r o p  
t o  t h e  l e d g e  45 m e t r e s  be low f o l l o w s .  S t e f a n  h a d  d e s c e n d e d  "The ' 
Fabu lous  Spang ley  P i t c h "  f i r s t  and  was s h o u t i n g  up  t o  me, b u t ,  t h e  
pumping s o u n d s  o f  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  d i s t o r t e d  a l l  i n t e l l i g i b l e  v o i c e s .  I 
soon  d i s c o v e r e d  what h e  was s a y i n g  a s  I n e a r e d  him.  A k n o t  
f r u s t r a t i n g l y  2  metres o f f  t h e  g round  w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  r o p e  h a n g i n g  
down "The F a b u l o u s  Spang ley  P i t c h  p t  2 " .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  S t u a r t ' s  rhome 
made r a p p e l  b a r s  were t i g h t  on t h e  f r ame  a n d , a  t o t a l l y  d i s o r g a n i s e d  s i t  
h a r n e s s  w i t h  a c c o u t r e m e n t s  made f o r  a  w a s t a g e  o f  a b o u t  1 5  m i n u t e s  and 
a  l o t  o f  w a r m  words  and e f f o r t  was s p e n t  f r e e i n g  m y s e l f .  Mike 
f o l l o w e d  and  swung h i m s e l f  i n t o  a  s l o p e  and  s o  a v o i d e d  t h e  c h a n g e o v e r .  
The f o l l o w i n g  1 2 . 5  m w e t  p i t c h  was q u i c k l y  d e s c e n d e d  and  t h e  
c o n t i n u i n g  s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e  s u r v e y e d  t o  t h e  "Hand l ine"  p i t c h .  

Here t h e  r i g g i n g  p a r t y  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  r o p e  w e  w e r e  c . a r r y i n g .  
Another  b o l t  h a d  b e e n  p l a c e d  and  t h e  g r o u p  q u i c k l y  d e s c e n d e d  t h i s  v e r y  
w e t  44  m p i t c h  ( K i l l i n g  J o k e ) .  A s h o r t  s t r e t c h  o f  s e r p e n t i n e  
p a s s a g e  w i t h  c l i m b s  l e d  t o  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  A s  
w e  a r r i v e d  t h e  l e a d  g roup  was on i ts  way down i n t o  new g r o u n d .  T h i s  
p i t c h  "Maels t rom" 36 m was s o  i n c r e d i b l y  w e t  i t  wa.s i n d e s c r i b a b l e .  
The Maels t rom f u r y  o f  s p r a y  a t  t h e  b a s e  was b i t t e r l y  c o l d  and  e x c i t e d  
s h o u t s  i n d i c a t e d  y e t  a n o t h e r  p i t c h  which was a l r e a d y  b e i n g  r i g g e d .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  knew w e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e a t e n  KD and  i t  w a s  s t i l l  
g o i n g  down. 

T h i s  p i t c h  o f  13 m (Neve r  F o r e v e r )  was d r y  ( r e l a . t i v e l y )  and  t h e  mud 
e n c o u n t e r e d  h e r e  was ominous f o r  we knew s c o p e  f o r  more d e p t h  was 
r u n n i n g  o u t .  Rolan  a b s e i l e d  f i r s t  f o l l o w e d  by S t e f a n ,  Nick a n d  
myse l f  h o l d i n g  t h e  t a p e .  The s t r e a m  r a n  d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y  down a  
c,obbled s l o p e  i n t o  a  sump. A s h o r t  c l i m b  up  i n t o  a  na r row s e r p e n t i n e  
r i f t  was a p o s s i b l e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  and  h e r e  Rolan and S t e f a n  were t r y i n g  
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t o  f o r c e  a  wa.y on b u t  w i h t o u t  s t r i p p i n g  o f f ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  l o o k e d  s l i m .  

The s u r v e y  book t u c k e d  i n  my j a c k e t  r e s t r i c t e d  my movements f o r w a r d  and  
backwards .  The g r o u p  was a l r e a d y  i n  f u l l  r e t r e a t ,  s h a k i n g  and  yawning 
w i t h  c o l d .  S t e f a n ,  Rolan  and  myse l f  began  d e r i g g i n g .  The "Maels t rom" 
aven  w i t h  a  t o t a l l y  wa, ter  r e s i s t a n t  j a c k e t  on was s o u l  d e s t r o y i n g ,  
e v e r y  l i f t  o f  t h e  arms when p r u s s i k i n g  s e n t  w a t e r  s t r e a m i n g  down t h e  
arms and  on down b a c k  and  f r o n t  v i a  t h e  a r m p i t s .  A w e t  s u i t  and  hood 
is a n e c e s s i t y .  A t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  p i t c h  I t h o u g h t  my arms f e l t  heavy  
and  on e x a m i n a t i o n  I d i s c o v e r e d  my b e n t  j a c k e t  arms w e r e  h o l d i n g  a  c o u p l e  
of  l i t r e s  o f  ice c o l d  w a t e r !  The f o l l o w i n g  " K i l l i n g  Joke1 '  p i t c h  e q u a l l y  
a s  w e t  b u t  n o t  f r e e  h a n g i n g  s o  p r u s s i k i n g  was q u i c k e r  and  e a s i e r  b u t  
s t i l l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  t o  a s c e n d ,  t hough  Rolan h a d  t r o u b l e  w i t h  a  f o o t  
Gibbs  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  f u l l  s t r e a m .  

We h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  t i e  t h e  r o p e s  t o g e t h e r  and  h a u l  them up t h e  p i t c h e s  
a s  one  l i n e .  S t e f a n  removed t h e  b o l t  hangers and  Rol-an and I h a u l e d  up  
200 metres o f  r o p e ,  some i n  p a c k s  t h a t  were  t i e d  o n t o  t h e  l i n e .  The 
p a c k s  s n a g g e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  b u t  a t  l e n g t h  t h e y  s a t  i n  t h e  na r row 
s h o o t  i n  f u l l .  f o r c e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m .  The p a c k s  n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n i n g  r o p e  
( u n u s e d )  b u t  b r i m  f u l l  o f  w a t e r .  The e f f o r t  needed  t o  l i f t  them o u t  
was a>gony! Our a s c e n t  was s l o w  and t h e  l e a d  g roup  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  u s  
at .  t h e  t o p  o f  "The F a b u l o u s  S p a n g l e y "  p i t c h .  A f t e r  SZ,  RE and  m y s e l f  
had p r u s s i k e d  o u t  w e  a l l  se t  a b o u t  h a u l i n g  o u t  250 metres o f  r o p e  where  
i t  was bagged  and a l l o c a t e d .  

Mike ( f e e l i n g  t h e  c o l d )  a l o n g  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  S t e f a n  and  R o l a n ,  set  o f f  
w i t h  a l l  t h e  g e a r  s o  f a r .  We were a l l  s l o w i n g  u p .  Nick and Mal come 
ha,d v e r y  l i t t l e  g e a r  and a g r e e d  t o  d e r i g  t h e  t h r e e  d r y  p i t c h e s  and  
f o l l o w  u s  o u t .  We wou1.d a l l  l e n d  a hand  w i t h  "Ph reds l '  p i t c h  a s  i t  is 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a.nd t h e r e f o r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  e a s y  t o  d e r i g .  The 
c l i m b s  i n  t h e  d r y  r j  f t  were i n t e r m i n a b l e  b u t  e v e r y  o n e  b r o u g h t  u s  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  d o l i n e  and  some e x p e c t e d  warmth.  

I s u s p e c t  e x p o s u r e  was t a k i n g  h o l d  o f  some o f  u s ;  I was s t i l l  yawning 
and c o u l d n ' t  s t o p  s h i v e r i n g  and  h a d  a  d i s t i n c t  a v e r s i o n  t o  "Degene ra t ed  
Man's"  p i t c h .  The w a t e r  w a s  c o l d  and I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want  a n o t h e r  
immers ion .  With Ma.lcome v e r b a l l y  k i c k i n g  my a r s e  1 f o r c e d  myse l f  and  
my cramped up f i n g e r s ,  arms and  l e g s  up "Degene ra t ed  Man's" .  I knew i t  
would b e  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t h e  two e n t r a n c e  p i t c h e s .  H a u l i n g  t h e  t a c k l e  pack  
a f t e r  m e  seemed v e r y  s i l l y  and  i t  d o e s n ' t  know how l u c k y  i t  is  n o t  t o  
b e  s t i l l  down t h e r e !  The l a s t  p i t c h  o u t  is  a  n i c e  e a s y  ramp t y p e  p r u s s i k  
up  t o  t h e  l e d g e .  On t h e  way up  I n o t i c e d  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  p i l l a r  b e l a y  
p o i n t  f o r  ' 'Degene ra t ed  Man ' s "  p i t c h  h a d  s p l i t  i n  h a l f  b u t  s t i l l  seemed 
s e c u r e .  A t  l e n g t h  t h e  p i t c h  ended  and a l l  t h a t  r ema ined  was a  g r o v e l  
up  t h e  scree s l o p e  e n t r a n c e  r i f t  t o  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s c e n t  o f  a dank r a i n  
f o r e s t .  

F o r  m e  i t  w a s  o v e r  b u t  i t  t o o k  a w h i l e  f o r  i t  t o  s i n k  i n ,  I c l i m b e d  u p  
t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  d o l i n e  t o  f i n d  a  S h a k e s p e r i a n  s c e n e  o f  f o u r  d a r k  
f i g u r e s  h u d d l e d  round  a  f i r e .  No-one s a i d  much, a l l  h a d  mouths  f u l l  
o f  j e l l y  b e a n s ,  c . hoco la t e  and o t h e r  r e v i v a l  g o o d i e s .  S t u a r t  went down 
t h e  c a v e  f e e l i n g  somewhat r e v i v e d  f rom h i s  i l l n e s s  and  h e l p e d  Malcome 
and Nick d e r i g  and  p a r t e d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  g e a r  o u t  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  A t  
l e n g t h  we were a l l  h u d d l e d  round  t h e  f i r e  w i t h  c u p s  o f  t e a ,  s o u p  and  0x0 ,  
e a t i n g  s a n d w i c h e s ,  s a r d i n e s ,  c h o c o l - a t e  and more j e l l y  b e a n s .  

I t  h a d  been  a g r e a t  e f f o r t  f o r  a  s m a l l  c l u b  l i k e  t h e  TCC;  a 13 h o u r  t r i p  
w i t h  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s e l f  c o n t r o l ;  e v e r y o n e  p u l l i n g  t h e i r  w e i g h t  and  
p r e p a r e d  t o  p u l l  more .  Tempers c o n t r o l l e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  s l o w  p r o g r e s s i o n  
i n  w i t h  s u r v e y i n g  and  o u t  t h r o u g h  t i r e d n e s s .  The re  h a d  b e e n  no f o o d  
s t o p s  o r  i n d e c i s i o n .  Everyone  had  been  h i g h l y  c a p a b l e  and  c o n f i d e n t !  
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A f t e r  a 2 h o u r  walk  back  t o  t h e  c a r s  and  a v e r i t a b l e  b o n f i r e  b u i l t  and 
s t o k e d  by C r a i g  C r o s b y ,  o u r  s u r f a c e  s u p p o r t  p a r t y ( ! ) ,  t h e  s u r v e y  n o t e s  
were dug o u t  a l o n g  w i t h  a  c a l c u l a t o r  and  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  1150  f t .  

TRIVIA: The s u r v e y  is  from t h e  d a y l i g h t  h o l e  t o  t h e  sump. 

Leng th :  226 m Dep th :  345 m o r  1 , 1 3 2  f t .  

One b o l t  and h a n g e r  remain  on t h e  " K i l l i n g  Joke"  p i t c h ?  

Nick and  I b o t h  b o u g h t  l ace  up  D a i r y  Gum B o o t s  and  even  when 
s h i v e r i n g  and  m i s e r a b l e  my f e e t  w e r e  q u i t e  warm i n  ( n e o p r e n e )  
b o o t i e s  and  s a i d  b o o t s .  

T h i s  t r i p  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  p a r t y  
made up e n t i r e l y  o f  TCC members w i t h  

0 
U t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  some SCS t r a c e s  and  , 

J d p r o t e c t o r s .  To a l l  who h e l p e d  and  
o wished  u s  w k l l  , t h a n k  you .  

GEAR LIST: --.- 

P h r e d ' s  Downfal l  

O e g e n e r a t e d  Man 

S h o r t  Drop 

I n l e t  

The water t e m p e r a t ~ r e ~ w a s  5Oc and  t h e  
a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  w a s  3 c .  

I\ 

PITCH --- ROPE --- 

l 25 m 3 p r o t e c t o r s  2  ( l  l a r g e ,  1 s h o r t )  
4 

2 22 m lf I t  1 1a.rge and  r o p e  
from p i t c h  1 

1 medium 

1 medium a n d  
p r e v i o u s  r o p e  

1 medium 

Fabu lous  Spang ley  

Hand l i n e  

K i l l i n g  J o k e  

6 & 7  6 0 m  1 l  I  1 medium 
on p t  2  1 l o n g  t r a c e r  
2 b o l t s  
2  h a n g e r s  

9 44 m S e v e r a l  p r o t e c t o r s  p u t  them 
where you l i k e .  2  b o l t s  2 h a n g e r s  
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GEAR LIST (CONTINUED) -- 1 PITCH -- - ROPE PROTECTORS ---- TRACES 
--W 

Mae 1s t rom 35 m 1 p r o t e c t o r  1 l a r g e ,  l s h o r t  

Never F o r e v e r  14 m 1 1 1  1 l a r g e  and  r o p e  
f rom l a s t  p i t c h  

The Team w a s :  Malcom H a n d e l ,  Nick Hume, S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d ,  Rolan  
Ebe rha  d ,  Mike M a r t i n ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  T r e v o r  Wailes. 

S u r f a c e  S u p p o r t :  C r a  4 g  Crosby .  

S aed*IS\N T r e v o r  W a i l e s  
wuwnr.uq7*;*w h 

s'&R* +++++++++++++ 

MOLE CREEK - EASTER 1.982 
HERBERTS POT - DOWNSTREAM 

P a r t y  : T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  S t e f  an  E b e r h a r d ,  R i c h a r d  H o r t l e ,  Malcome Handel  , 
Nick Hume , S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  , B i l l  N i  c h o l s o n  ( t e m p o r a r i l y )  . 
Enthus i a sm was a s  h i g h  a s  t h e  noon-day s u n  a s  w e  p r o c e e d e d  t h r o u g h  
Farmer  G a v i n ' s  p r o p e r t y .  Two membqrs o f  t.he p a r t y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  h a p p e n i n g s  t o  t h a t  p o i n t  were d u l l  and  u n i n s p i r i n g .  
E n t e r t a i n m e n t  was t h e r e f o r e  p r o v i d e d  as t h e s e  two went  c a v o r t i n g  across 
a  n e a r b y  paddock i n  s e a r c h  of t h e  f a r m e r  t q  g a i n  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
v i s i t  " G a v i n ' s  O l e "  ( t o  b e  spoken  i n  a  r i c h  uptown f a r m i n g  t o n g u e ) .  
Thanks t o  B i l l  Nichol-son and h i s  4WD, t h e  walk  u p  t h e  h i l l  was avoided. ,  
and much t i m e  t h e r e b y  s a v e d .  

The p i t c h  was l a d d e r e d  and t h e  s t reamway r e a c h e d  i n  q u i c k  t i m e  by a l l  
e x c e p t  B i l l  whose lamp e x p i r e d  j u s t  be lbw t h e  p i t c h .  H e  w a s  h e l p e d  
back  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  by R, ichard who t h e n  g o t  l o s t  f i n d i n g  h i s  way down 
t o  t h e  s t r eamway!  

Very low r a i n f a l l  made f o r  a  v e r y  low s t rem and  a f t e r  some s , t u f f i n g  
a r o u n d  i n  t h e  r o c k  p i l e  downstream t h e  e n t o u r a g e  s p l a s h e d  i ts  way down 
t o  t h e  sump a l o n g  t h a t  m a g n i f i c e n t  s t r eamway .  The o r i g i n a l  d i s c o v e r e r s  
must  have  had  a rea l  b u z z  e x p l o r i n g  t.he cave  d u r i n g  t h e  mid. 6 0 ' s .  

A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  u p s t r e a m  f rom t h e  sump a c c e s s  c a n  b e  g a i n e d  t o  a h i g h  
d r y  p a s s a g e  s y s t e m  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  " D r a u g h t i n g  Hole" .  The d r a u g h t  
b lowing  t h r o u g h  t h i s  f l o w s t o n e  e n c r u s t e d  h o l e  is v e r y  s t r o n g  ( i t  b lows  
o u t  c a r b i d e  l amps )  and p r o d u c e s  a " r u n n i n g  r i v e r "  t y p e  n o i s e .  A r o c k  
p i l e  beyond t h a t  p o i n t  t e n d s  t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e  d r a u g h t ,  b u t  Mal and  
S t u a r t  f o l l o w e d  i t  u p ,  o v e r  and  down t o  a s m a l l  p a s s a g e  which  
a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  i n  s o l i d  r o c k ,  i e ,  o u t  o f  t h e  r o c k  p i l e .  The o t h e r s  
w e r e n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  s o  a  r e t r e a t  w a s  made back  up  t h a t  s u p e r b  s t reamway 
and  e v e n t u a l l y  back  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  

A r e a l l y  b r i l l i a n t  s e v e n  h o u r  t r i p  was capped  o f f  by u s  f i n d i n g  B i l l  a n d  
h i s  4WD s t i l l  w a i t i n g  p a t i e n t l y  f o r  o u r  r e t u r n  - t h a n k s  B i l l .  

The f i n a l e  was a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  hamburger  j o i n t  and  t h e  pub f o r  an 
e x t e n d e d  s t a y  (wha t  happens  a f t e r  t h e  l i g h t s  are t u r n e d  o f f  and  t h e  
vacuum c l e a n e r s  packed  away)? 

How much s c o u r i n g  h a s  H e r b e r t ' s  P o t  had?  Is t h e r e  more t o  b e  found?  
Such a  l a r g e  s y s t e m  ( " M a s t e r  Cave") mus t  have  more t o  i t  t h a n  is 
p r e s e n t l y  known? 

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  
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The n e x t  few weeks c o u l d  b e  q u i e t  h e r e  w i t h  some n o t a b l e  members away 
n o r t h .  Nick Hume, and  Rolan  and  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  w i l l  b e  j o i n i n g  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  PNG E x p e d i t i o n ,  and  by t h e  t i m e  t h e y  r e c e i v e  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  
t h e r e  I hope t h e y ' v e  found  s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h w h i l e  and  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  
o f  s e n d i n g  u s  a  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  S p i e l .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  i n  advance  - w e  
a l l  w i s h  you w e l l .  

Rumour h a s  i t  t h a t  B i l l  N i c h o l s o n  h a s  j o i n e d  t h e  Army??! Bu t  I ' m  n o t  s o  
s u r e !  Anyway, B i l l ,  e i t h e r  way, e n j o y  t h e  h o l i d a y !  The f i n a l  word i n  
t h i s  E d i t o r i a l  i s  a b o u t  Membership S u b s c r i p t i o n s .  They are now o v e r d u e  ------ 
and  t h i s  amazing p u b l i c a t i o n  w i l l  c e a s e  f o r t h w i t h  i f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s -  are 

-p----------- 

n o t  f o r t h c o m i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  n ~ x t  m a i l i n g .  P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c l u b  by 
--------v- -- ----p. 

b e i n g  a  f i n a n c i a l  member! ........................................................................ 
GENERAL MEETTNG ANNOUNCEMENT 

Under t h e  more r e c e n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g s  have  beeq  m o d i f i e d ,  
b u t  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  demands t h a t  w e  have  f o u r  GM'S p e r  y e a r .  L a s t  y e a r  
w e  had  one  p e r  month which w a s  f e l t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Committee t o  b e  t o o  
demanding.  A s  o f  t h e  l a s t  AGM. G e n e r a l  Mee t ings  w i l l  b e  h e l d  q u a r t e r l y ,  
which b r i n g s  u s  t o  t h i s  n o t e .  

The f i r s t  G e n e r a l  Mee t ing  o f  t h e  new Committee w i l l  b e  on Wednesday 
4  August 1982 .  THIS I S  A MUST. B r i n g  a l l  i d e a s  - g o o d ,  b a d  o r  
i n d i f f e r e n t  - a l o n g ,  a s  t h e r e  are many g r i p e s  t o  b e  h e a r d .  

With o n l y  f o u r  General. Mee t ings  p e r  y e a r  w e  may a c h i e v e  more by  h a v i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  a rgumen t s  i f  t h e  p e o p l e  c o n c e r n e d  a r e  p r e s e n t .  A s  a message  
t o  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  members PLEASE ATTEND ONCE EVERY THREE MONTHS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MORE NEWS, MORE TRIVIA -- - 

A t  l o n g  l a s t  Sue and  I have  a g r e e d  on a  d a t e  (wh ich  is s t i l l  s u s p e c t ? ! ? )  
f o r  o u r  house-warming. Everyone  i n  t h e  Club is i n v i t e d  ( c a n ' t  t h i n k  
o f f  hand o f  any e x c e p t i o n s ) .  You w i l l  o f  c o u r s e  have  t o  b r i n g  a t  l e a s t  
two b o t t l e s  and  a  s m i l e  ( y o u r ' s  o f  c o u r s e ) .  The a d d r e s s  is 4 7  Waterworks  
Road, Dynnyrne,  t h e  d a t e  24 J u l y  1982 and  t h e  t i m e  8 . 0 0  pm onwards .  I f  
you check  w i t h  t h e  Forward Programme i t ' s  S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  P o t  b u t  s e e i n g  
as i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d ,  i e ,  end  o f  J u n e ,  w e l l  (me,  Sue  and Gav in )  w i l l  
see you al.1 t h e n .  F i n a n c i a l .  members and o t h e r s  a c c e p t e d !  0l.d and  new! 

ODDS MORE THAN ENDS ---- 

Although  most  o f  u s  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  b u l l s h i t ,  a  s u r v e y  p r o m i s e d  f rom 
SS174 and  1 7 5  r e g a r d i n g  SESAME T and  I1 is h e r e  i n  t h i s  S p i e l  1 7 7 .  I t s  
p o s s i b l y  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e ' v e  h a d  t o  p u b l i s h  i t  a s  t r i p  r e p o r t s  
seem t,o domina t e  s p a c e !  ! Unusua l?  Not l a t e l y !  But  anyway, t h e y  are 
p r i n t e d  one  s i d e  o n l y  s o  you can  f i l e  them away o r  s t i c k  them where  you 
u s u a l l y  th row S p i e l s  t o  res t  i n  p e a c e .  

P l e a s e  d o n ' t  th row t h e  I c e  Tube s u r v e y s  away a s  t h e y  c o s t  money. I f  any 
non members would l i k e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  S p e l e o  S p i e l  i . t  c o s t s  a  
p i t i f u l  $5 p e r  annum f o r  11 i s s u e s  ( p r o v i d i n g  w e  d o n ' t  have  any d o u b l e  
i s s u e s ) ,  m a i l i n g  i n c l u d e d .  L e t  u s  know w i t h  a  c h e q u e ,  money o r d e r ,  e t c ,  
and y o u ' l l  b e  p u t  on  o u r  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  

T r e v o r  Wai l e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



SESAME I J F  2 1 0  

SESAME I1 J F  2 1 1  

S u r v e y e d  b y :  R i k  T u n n e y ,  J a n i n e  McKinnon,  
Andrew C o o p e r ,  T r e v o r  W a i l e s  

on 3 0 , 3 1 - 1 - 8 2  
P l a n  ASF 4 . 3  
P l a n  l e n g t h :  800m 
D e p t h  : 207m 
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