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P r e s i d e n t :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  47 Waterworks  Rd Dynnyrne,  7005 Ph. 344862 

S e c r e t a r y :  Andrew B r i g g s ,  1 / 4  Vantona  Rd, ndy Bay, 7005 Ph. 251801 

T r e a s u r e r :  D iana  D a v i e s ,  391A Ne l son  Rd, Mhk N e l s o n ,  7009.  

E d i t o r :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  7  R u p e r t  A V ,  N town,  7008,  Ph. 2 8 3 0 5 4 ( ~ )  
OR 284691 ( W ) .  

T y p i s t :  J e a n i n e  D a v i e s ,  1 / 4  Vantona  Rd, $andy Bay, 7005,  Ph. 251801 

FORWARD PROGRAMME 

F r i .  S e p t  2 4  ANNUAL DINNER I f  you a b o u t  i t ,  y o u ' r e  
t o o  l a t e !  

Sun.  S e p t  26 T R A C K  CLEARING a r e a .  

Wed. S e p t  29 PUB NITE The Whea t shea f  i f  nb o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  a r e  
f o r t h  coming ( a n d  I hope t h & y  a r e ! )  

S a t .  a n d / o r  Sun .  GROWLING SWALLET No new c a v e  h a s  been  f o u n d  i n  h e r e  
Oc t .  2  a n d  3 f o r  a  few weeks ,  s o  l e t ' s  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t !  

Wed. Oc t  6  SOCIAL MEETING 7  R u p e r t  Avenue. B r i n g  t h e  u s u a l  
s o c i a l i s i n g  i t e m s .  

S a t .  a n d / o r  Sun.  SERENDIPITY AREA S u r f a c e  t r o g  a n d / o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  
O c t .  9  a n d  1 0  t h e  known ( a n d  unknown) p o t s  i n  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  a r e a .  

S a t .  a n d / o r  Sun.  C A V I N G  Why n o t  t r y  s o m e t h i n g  new a n d  go c a v i n g !  ! 
Oct .  1 6  a n d  1 7  I t ' s  a g r e a t  s p o r t  comb in ing  e x c i t e m e n t ,  d a n g e r ,  
a n d  mos t  f u t u r e  p h y s i c a l  masochism a n d  g r e a t  f u n .  
weekends  

Wed. Oc t  20 COMMITTEE MEETING 7  R u p e r t  Avenue. Would a l l  o f f i c e  
b e a r e r s  p l e a s e  a t t e n d .  

Wed. Oc t  27 PUB MEETING Which pub? S e e  T r e v .  

Wed. Nov 3 SOCIAL MEETING 7  R u p e r t  Avenue. 

Sun.  Dec 26 NETTLEBED EXPEDITION The a n n u a l  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h i  S 
c l a s s i c  N . Z .  s v s t em s t a r t s  w i t h  ~ o t e n t i a l  t o  ~ u s h  . . 

i t s  c u r r e n t  626m d e p t h  ( h e i g h t ! ) '  t o  o v e r  1000h.  

EDITORIAL 

Wi th  t h e  o n s e t  o f  S p r i n g  a n d  Summer, w a t e r  ( a n d  snow) l e v e l s  w i l l ,  w i t h  
a n y  l u c k  f a l l  t o  s o m e t h i n g  s e n s i b l e .  T h i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  c a v i n g  t o  p r o c e e d  
n o r m a l l y  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s u r v i v a l  r a t i o n s  a n d  l o n g  s n o r k l e s .  

Most s i g n i f i c a n t  c a v i n g  h a s  been  c u r t a i l e d  by N a t u r e  r e c e n t l y  b u t  a s  
c a n  be  s e e n  f rom t h e  c o n t e n t s  o u r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e t  have  been  a t  work on 
t h e  P.N.G. M u l l e r  82 E x p e d i t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  we h a v e  i n  o u r  m i d s t  t h e  
b e s t  c a v i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  a l s o  some o f  t h e  b e s t  c a v e r s ,  s o  l e t ' s  
g e t  s t u c k  i n t o  t h e  a c t i o n  a n d  b r e a k  some more r e c o r d s !  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

CLUB T R I V I A  A N D  OTHER ITEMS 
A 

- The a r e a  a r o u n d  Kubla  Khan a t  Mole Creek  was r e c e n t l y  d e  l a r e d  a  t S t a t e  R e s e r v e  a n d  h e n c e  t h e  c a v e  w i l l  h ave  r e s t r i c t e d  a c  e s s  when 
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g a t e s  a r e  i n s t a l l e d .  T h i s  i s  a  good t h i n g  and  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  
p r o t e c t  i t s  s u p e r b  f o r m a t i o n  f rom f u r t h e r  damage. 

- R e p o r t s  f o r  t h i s  S p e l e o  S p i e l  a n d  t h e  n e x t  a r e  s o  numerous  and  
e x t e n s i v e  theat Nick Hume's a r t i c l e  i s  s p l i t  i n t o  two a n d  o t h e r 9  
have  been h e l d  o v e r .  B u t ,  n e v e r  f e a r ,  t h e y  w i l l  a l l  be  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  due  c o u r s e  and  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  more a r t i c l e s  and  r e p o r t s  a r e  
a l w a y s  welcome. 

- S o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  i n v e r t e d  p a g e  2  l a s t  month! A c t u a l l y  we were  
j u s t  t e s t i n g  t o  s e e  i f  you were  s t i l l  awake a f t e r  p a g e  1 .  

- The w o r l d  c a v e  d e p t h  r e c o r d  h a s  been  b roken  a g a i n  a n d  i s  now 
1492m i n  J e a n  B e r n a r d .  The added  d e p t h  was f o u n d  by d i v i n g  t h e  
sump a t  t h e  bo t tom a n d  t h e r e b y  g a i n i n g  an  e x t r a  4 O m  - Nick Hume, 
e a t  y o u r  h e a r t  o u t .  

- T h a t  i s  enough t r i v i a  f o r  o n e  month,  now on w i t h  t h e  t r i p  r e p o r t s .  

THE GROWLING SWALLET T R A C K  

F o r  a s  l o n g  a s  I can  remember t h e  a c c e s s  t r a c k  i n t o  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  
f rom t h e  Nine Road h a s  been l i t t e r e d  w i t h  l o g s  and  o t h e r  b o t a n i c a l  
spec imens .  However, t h e  b a s h e d  s h i n s ,  s p l i n t e r s  and  s l i p p e r y  s l i d e s  
a r e  now a t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t .  

D u r i n g  t h e  T C C  " w i n t e r  r e c e s s "  when c a v i n g  seemed t o  d r o p  f rom f a v o u r ,  
v a r i o u s  b o d i e s  heaved ,  s w e a t e d  and  g r u n t e d  a n d  worked on t h e  t r a c k  as  
w e l l .  Armed w i t h  i m p l e m e n t s  i n c l u d i n g  c h a i n - s a w s  l a r g e  and  s m a l l ,  
c r o w - b a r s ,  s h o v e l s ,  a  c r o s s - c u t  saw a n d  Max J e f f r i e s ,  e v e r y  l o g  h a s  
now been  c u t  o u t  a n d  t h e  t r a c k  r e b u i l t  where  r e q u i r e d .  The p i e c e - d e -  
r e s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  whole  p r o j e c t  would have  t o  be t h e  MK I1 Gormenghast  
Creek  b r i d g e  - a m a j o r  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  i t  was b u i l t  
o v e r  two weekends f o l l o w i n g  d e s i g n  e m i n a t i n g  f rom Geof f  F i s h e r ' s  h e a d  
and  t h e  a n c i e n t  N e p a l e s e .  

The i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o r i g i n a t e d  f rom George A l b i o n  and  
Geof f  F i s h e r  b u t  most  p e o p l e  have  h e l p e d  a t  some s t a g e  - even  one  o r  
two bods  a p p e a r e d  from t h e  woodwork ( t h e r e  i s  a  pun t h e r e  i f  you t h i n k  
a b o u t  i t ! )  who have  n o t  been  s e e n  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e !  

Wi th  a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  more o f  o u r  t r a c k s  c o u l d  be  r a i s e d  t o  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  o f  t h e  G.S.l Expressway .  Keeping  a  t r a c k  c l e a r  i s  n o t  
d i f f i c u l t ,  o n l y  t h e  i n i t i a l  work g e t s  t h e  s w e a t  g l a n d s  g o i n g .  F u r t h e r  
work on McCal lumls  T rack  ( G . s . ~ )  i s  p l a n n e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  c l e a r e d  
s e c t i o n  p a s t  t h e  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  d r y  v a l l e y  t o w a r d s  S e r e n d i p i t y  a n d  
t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  a r e a .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

POTTERING 

Over t h e  l a s t  month o r  s o  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  t o p  o f  C h r i s p s  Road 
a n d  t h e  Bone P i t  h a s  s e e n  some T . C . C .  a c t i v i t y .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  
S.C.S. d i d  a l o t  o f  work h e r e  s o  i t  was t o  them we l o o k e d  f o r  i n f o r -  
ma t ion .  An a t t e m p t  t o  l o c a t e  S a t a n s  L a i r  J F  X 39 by Andrew B r i g g s  and  
myse l f  was a  w a s t e d  e f f o r t  a l t h o u g h  i t  a p p e a r s  we were  v e r y  c l o s e  - 
r a i n ,  s l e e t  and  snow made f o r  a n  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  bush  bash .  The o n l y  
good t h i n g  t o  come o u t  o f  t h i s  s o r t i e  was t o  n o t e  a l a r g e  s i n k  a t  t h e  
head  o f  a  s t e e p  s i d e d  d r y  v a l l e y  ( t h e  o n e  b e f o r e  S a t a n s    air). The 
s i n k  i s  w e l l  chocked  b u t  w i t h  some e f f o r t  i t  c o u l d  be  opened  a f t e r  
d i v e r t i n g  t h e  s t r e a m .  Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e x c a v a t i n g  s h o u l d  s e e  
Andrew as  h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  a  d i g g i n g  team have  t o  d a t e  been 
t h w a r t e d .  

V o l t e r a  was a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t r e a m  s i n k  o f  S.C.S. d i s c o v e r y  i n  t h e  
h e a d  o f  a  d r y  v a l l e y  a b o u t  Ikm d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h111  from 
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t h d  Bone P i t .  Our p a r t y  o f  R i ck  Tunney,  J a n i n e  McKinnon, S t u a r t  
N i c h o l a s ,  Andrew B r i g g s  a n d  myse l f  f o u n d  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  g r e a t  e a s e  
a n d  t h e  f i r s t  c a v e  f o u n d  was J F  206.  

A d r y  c a v e  i n  t h e  b a s e  o f  a  c l i f f  w i t h  t h r e e  e n t r a n c e s  s i t u a t e d  i n  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d o l i n e  w i t h  a  s i z e a b l e  s t r e a m  s i n k i n g  i n  g r a v e l  
h a l f w a y  down t h e  s l o p e .  The c a v e  d o e s  n o t  r a t e  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  
a l t h o u g h  i t  d i p s  s t e e p l y  t o  a  d e p t h  o f  maybe 2 0 m e t r e s  ( t h e  number 
p l a t e  i s  a  l i t t l e  o b s c u r e  a s  i t  i s  f i x e d  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  e n t r a n c e  
wh ich  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e ) .  F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  
S t u a r t  f i n a l l y  f o u n d  V o l t e r a  J F  207.  An i m p r e s s i v e  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a  
L y r e  B i r d  n e s t  on a  l e d g e  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  c l i m b  down. Some s u r p r i s e  
was e x p r e s s e d  a s  h e / s h e  was home b u t  l e f t  a s  we s t a r t e d  down t h e  
s l o p e .  The m a j o r  s t r e a m  sank  i n  a  s h o r t  c a v e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
b u t  t h e  V o l t e r a  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  c o n t a i n e d  a  t r i c k l e  t h a t  was f o l l o w e d  
down t h e  s t e e p l y  d i p p i n g  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  s e v e n  m e t r e  l a d d e r  p i t c h  
a n d  a  s h o r t  c l i m b  down i n t o  a  t i n y  chamber where  t h i s  m i n i  c a v e  
t e r m i n a t e s ,  i n  a  g r a v e l  s o a k .  We had hoped t o  p u s h  t h i s  b u t  t h e  
t i g h t  r i f t  i s  c o n s t r i c t e d  and  a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  d i g  would p o s e  p r o b l e m s .  
However,  t h e  i m p o s s i b l y  s m a l l  h o l e  l o o k i n g  down t h e  d e c e n d i n g  r i f t  
d i d  i s s u e  a  v e r y  p r o m i s i n g  d r a f t .  F o r  m y s e l f  I am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  more w o r t h w h i l e  p r o j e c t s  t o  d i r e c t  e f f o r t  a t .  V o l t e r a  
was shown t o  be  1 5 m e t r e s  deep  i n  t h e  Check L i s t  o f  Aus t .  Caves  a n d  
K a r s t  1979 b u t  i n  f a c t  i t  mus t  be a t  l e a s t  2 5 m e t r e s  deep .  

T h i r t y  m e t r e s  r o u n d  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e  down t h e  v a l l e y  J F  208 h a s  a 
small e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a  s h o r t  c l i m b  d o w n i n t o a  l a r g e  chamber d e c o r a t e d  
w i t h  f l o w s t o n e  a n d  huge s t a l a c t i t e s .  The chamber i s  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  
a n d  d i p s  down o v e r  a d i s t a n c e  o f  1  5 0 m e t r e s  t o  a mud sump. T h i s  c a v e  
i s  t o t a l l y  o u t  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  a n d  i s  a  p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  
w i t h  i t  b e i n g  roomy a n d  d r y .  

JF  204 - 205 were  n o t  f ound  a n d  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Bone P i t  was 
somewhat m i s g u i d e d !  

T h i s  a r e a  d o e s  have  p r o m i s e ,  t h e  amount o f  w a t e r  s i n k i n g  a t  t h e  head  
o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  d r y  v a l l e y  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  enough t o  y i e l d  c a v e  
deve lopmen t .  A l though  t h e  s i n k s  a r e  s p r e a d  o u t  a n d  t e n d  t o  d i s a p p e a r  
i n t o  g r a v e l s  i n  t h e  s i d e s  o f  l a r g e  d o l i n e s  t h e r e  seems t o  be  a l w a y s  
a c a v e  ( f o s s i l  o r  o t h e r w i s e )  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y .  An a c t i v e  s t r e a m  
c a v e  a t  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  would be  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  as  t h e  d e p t h  

p o t e n t i a l  would e q u a l  o r  e x c e e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d e p t h  r e c o r d  
( 3 4 5 m e t r e s ) .  

T r e v o r  W a i l e s  

A NEW DISCOVERY - EXTENSIONS TO DEVILS POT 

MOLE CREEK - WEEKEND 21-22 Augus t ,  1982  

P a r t y :  Bob Woolhouse ,  Compton A l l e n ,  Kenda l  ? a n d  o n e  o r  two 
o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  c a v e r n e e r s ,  A l b e r t  Goede a n d  a b o u t  8  o r  9 U n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s .  

The aim was t o  show members o f  t h e  Geology S t u d e n t s  C l u b  some o f  t h e  
c a v e s  i n  t h e  Marakoopa a r e a .  A f t e r  s t a y i n g  i n  L a u n c e s t o n  o v e r n i g h t  
I met t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h e  N o r t h e r n  C a v e r n e e r i n g  Hut a b o u t  10.00am. 
Everyone  was j u s t  a b o u t  r e a d y  t o  go s o  we headed  f o r  Marakoopa Cave 
where  we we re  gaped  a t  by a few e a r l y  t o u r i s t s .  Whi le  i n  t h e  t o u r i s t  
c a v e  we made a  q u i c k  v i s i t  t o  t h e  "Canyon" f o l l o w e d  by a  c l i m b  t o  
!!The C a t h e d r a l "  ( K i n g ' s  H a l l ? )  where  Bob t h i n k s  t h a t  w a t e r  f rom D e v i l s  
E a r h o l e  o n c e  e n t e r e d  t h e  sy s t em.  Next  we headed  up Long Creek  t o w a r d s  
Marakoopa 2 .  Out on  t h e  s u r f a c e  and  back u n d e r g r o u n d  a g a i n  t o  have  a 
good l o o k  a t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  s y s t e m .  The Lake P a s s a g e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  
be  d r y  e x c e p t  f o r  two s m a l l  p u d d l e s  a t  t h e  f a r  end  - most  u n u s u a l  f o r  
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t h i s  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  I d i s c o v e r e d  some s h r i m p s  ( p h r e a t o i c i d s )  
i n  t h i s  p o o l  a n d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  Graeme S m i t h  ( o n e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s )  
managed t o  c o l l e c t  a b o u t  h a l f  a  dozen .  They have  o n l y  t w i c e  been  
c o l l e c t e d  b e f o r e  i n  c a v e s  a t  Mole Creek  - o n c e  i n  S c o t t s  Cave and  
o n c e  i n  Mersey H i l l  Cave.  To add  t o  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  Graeme d i s c o v e r e d  
a c a v e  b e e t l e  l a r v a  c l o s e  t o  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  p o o l .  A f t e r  emerg ing  
f rom Marakoopa 2  we had l u n c h  a t  t h e  u p p e r  e n t r a n c e  w h i l e  Bob Wool- 
house  b u s i e s  h i m s e l f  p l a c i n g  a  number ( M C - 1 2 8 ) .  Next  we c l i m b e d  up 
t h e  r i d g e  t o  f i n d  Lakes  E n t r a n c e  - a  h i g h  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  Marakoopa 2  
sy s t em.  T h i s  was numbered MC-129. From t h e r e  we headed  a c r o s s  a  
r i d g e  i n  a  w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  we r e a c h e d  t h e  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  
s i n k h o l e  e n t r a n c e  o f  D e v i l s  E a r h o l e .  We went  most  o f  t h e  way down t o  
g e t  a good l o o k  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  - a  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  s i g h t .  We s k i r t e d  
a r o u n d  t h e  edge  o f  t h e  s i n k h o l e  a n d  t h e n  a c r o s s  a n o t h e r  r i d g e  t o  r e a c h  
D e v i l s  P o t  - a n  awe - i n s p i r i n g  s i g h t .  T h i s  c a v e  was a l s o  numbered 
(MC-130)  a t  t h e  u s u a l  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  d e s c e n t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  

We f o l l o w e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  down t o w a r d s  t h e  c a r  
p a r k .  A f t e r  a  w h i l e  we headed  back down i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  t o  t r y  t o  
l o c a t e  D e v i l s  Sewer .  Bu t  s u r p r i s e  - we p r o m p t l y  f o u n d  2  s m a l l  
e n t r a n c e s  w i t h  2  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t s  t o  a n  unknown cave .  A v e r y  s h o r t  
wa lk  up t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  s e w e r  r e v e r t e d  a n  
i m p r e s s i v e  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  e n t r a n c e  where  w a t e r  had  o n c e  gone  u n d e r -  
g r ound .  Whi le  Kenda l  and  I e x p l o r e d  t h i s  e n t r a n c e  t h e  o t h e r  N o r t h e r n  
C a v e r n e e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  e n t r a n c e  we had f o u n d .  A t  o u r  e n t r a n c e  
( l a t e r  numbered MC-132) we f o u n d  t h r e e  p o s s i b l e  ways i n .  The h i g h e s t  
e n t r a n c e  was a l m o s t  b l o c k e d  by cemented  g r a v e l s  b u t  a  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  
was p r e s e n t ,  t h e  s e c o n d  one  r e q u i r e d  a  r o p e  w h i l e  t h e  t h i r d  one  
o f f e r e d  a n  e a s y  c l i m b  downwards. Down t h i s  way we soon  h e a r d  t h e  
v o i c e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  s o  we j o i n e d  them. T h e r e  was q u i t e  a  l a r g e  
chamber w i t h  some good d e c o r a t i o n .  T h e r e  was a l s o  a  way on b u t  t h i s  
soon  r e q u i r e d  a  r o p e  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s .  A s i n g l e  s e t  o f  f o o t p r i n t s  
was f o u n d  i n  t h e  c a v e  b u t  we have  no r e c o r d  o f  i t  h a v i n g  been  f o u n d  
b e f o r e .  L a c k i n g  equ ipmen t  we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  The N o r t h e r n  
C a v e r n e e r s  r e t u r n e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Monday a n d  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r e d  t h e  
sy s t em.  They f o u n d  l a r g e  a n d  w e l l  d e c o r a t e d  p a s s a g e s  a n d  f i n a l l y  
r e a c h e d  a  v e r t i c a l  s h a f t  ( 5 8  m e t r e s )  wh ich  l i n k e d  t h e  s y s t e m  w i t h  
D e v i l s  P o t  - t h e  b i g g e s t  d i s c o v e r y  a t  Mole Creek  f o r  some y e a r s .  

Whi l e  mos t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  went  back t o  t h e  c a r s  some o f  u s  went  up 
t h e  s i d e  v a l l e y ,  l o w e r  down t o  have  a  l o o k  a t  D e v i l s  D r a i n p i p e  (MC-127)  
The e n t r a n c e  i s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  a n d  s l o p e s  
s t e e p l y  downwards f o r  q u i t e  some d i s t a n c e .  A t  t h e  bo t tom t h e r e  was a I 

ho3d-up t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s q u e e z e  i n t o  t h e  Mud Chamber s o  t h r e e  o f  
u s  t u r n e d  back b e c a u s e  I had  t o  be  back i n  L a u n c e s t o n  a t  a  c e r t a i n  t i m e .  
The Mud Chamber i n  t h i s  c a v e  was t h o u g h t  t o  be  a new d i s c o v e r y  by 
N o r t h e r n  C a v e r n e e r s  when t h e y  b r o k e  i n t o  i t  r e c e n t l y .  U s u a l l y  t h e  
l o w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  f l o o d e d .  However, h a v i n g  v i s i t e d  t h e  
c a v e  a n d  o b t a i n e d  a  s k e t c h  map of i t  from Bob Woolhouse I have  no d o u b t  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  same c a v e  a s  t h e  o n e  wh ich  P e t e r  Shaw d i s c o v e r e d  i n  
1972  a n d  c a l l e d  A t l a n t i s  Cave.  I am n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  N o r t h e r n  
C a v e r n e e r s  o r  P e t e r  Shaw d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  c a v e  f i r s t  b u t  P e t e r ' s  s k e t c h  
maps o f  t h e  c a v e ' s  l o c a t i o n  and  i t s  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e  l e a v e  no d o u b t  
t h a t  t h e  a r e  t h e  same cave .  S e e  S p e l e o  S p i e l s  Nos. 6 9 ( p  4 -5 )  a n d  
7 0 ( p  3-47. I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  P e t e r  Shaw a n d  B i l l  Lehmann we re  t h e  
f i r s t  p e o p l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  Mud Chamber on 1 2  J u n e ,  1972  a n d  even  t r i e d  
t o e x t e n d  t h e  c a v e  by c a r r y i n g  o u t  a  d i g  a t  t h e  f a r  end  o f  t h e  c a v e  
beyond t h e  a r e a .  On a  s u b s e q u e n t  v i s i t  on 25 J u n e  t h e  d i g  was p u s h e d  
t o  a  small chamber where  i t  was abandoned .  On t h e  way o u t  B i l l  Lehmann 
d i s c o v e r e d  a p o s s i b l e  r o u t e  i n t o  some u p p e r  l e v e l s  wh ich  r e q u i r e d  a  
s c a l i n g  p o l e .  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  t o  be  done .  T h e r e  i s  a  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l i n k i n g  t h i s  c a v e  t o  t h e  e x t e n d e d  D e v i l s  P o t  sy s t em.  

Back t o  L a u n c e s t o n  t o  s p e n d  t h e  n i g h t .  When I r e t u r n e d  on  Sunday t h e  
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s t u d e n t s  d e c i d e d  t o  go t o  Alum C l i f f s  w h i l e  t h e  N o r t h e r n  C a v e r n e e r s  
d e c i d e d  t o  do a  g e o p h y s i c a l  s u r v e y  above  King Solomons Cave.  I 
made a  s o l o  t r i p  t o  Lynds Cave i n  t h e  morn ing ,  t h e n  had  l u n c h  a t  
t h e  h u t  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  mob a n d  s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  d o i n g  
s u r f a c e  p h o t o g r a p h y  i n  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  sunny  c o n d i t i o n s .  

A l b e r t  Goede 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

( ~ o u r i s t  c l a s s ! )  i n  t h e  M u l l e r  Range,  J u l y  1982 

l lYou ' re  a l l  n i g g e r s ! " ,  a  c o a t  o f  brown d u s t  c an  change  o n e s  a p p e a r -  
a n c e  e n t i r e l y ,  a f t e r  a  day's d r i v e  on t h e  back o f  a  f l a t  t r a y ,  S t e f a n  
l i t  up soms n a t i v e  t a b a c c o ,  s i m p l y  a  r o l l e d  up l e a f ,  smoked t h r o u g h  
a  bamboo l lbongl l .  T e a r s  s t r e a m i n g  down h i s  f a c e  i n d i c a t e d  wha t  i t  w a s  
l i k e .  Our e v e n i n g  meal  was b o i l e d  chook ,  e a t e n  w h i l e  w a t c h i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e  i d i o t  and  t h e  town d runk  have  a n  o n g o i n g  punch  up. A f t e r  t h i s  
s p e c t a c l e  b r o k e  up ,  we d r i f t e d  o f f  t o  o u r  f l e a  r i d d e n  s l e e p i n g  b a g s  
t o  s p e c u l a t e  on where  t h e  f l e a  powder was s t owed  away. 

We soon  c a u g h t  up w i t h  a  few o f  t h e  a d v a n c e  p a r t y  s t i l l  a t  Koroba ,  
a n d  l e a r n e d  o f  some amus ing  s t u f f  ups .  E s s e n t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  were  t h i r t y  
p e o p l e  a n d  f o u r  t o n s  o f  g e a r ,  t o  b e  moved f rom h e r e  .............. t o  
t h e r e ,  and  nobody knew what  w a s  g o i n g .  S t e f a n  went  o f f  c h a s i n g  
c e r t a i n  n a t i o n a l s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  g e n d e r  and  a l s o  a  c e r t a i n  l o c a l  s h r u b b e r y .  

I a v o i d e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by j o i n i n g  a  C a n a d i a n ,  a  New Z e a l a n d e r  a n d  a  
W e s t r a l i a n  i n  a  walk  t o  t h e  S a v a n i  V a l l e y ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  S h a n g r i - L a  
o f  N u i g i n i .  T h i s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  a n  enormous p o l j e  where  a c c u m u l a t e d  
w a t e r  p e r c o l a t e s  o u t  t h r o u g h  a  r a n g e  o f  3 , 000  m e t r e  p e a k s  i n t o  a 
n e i g h b o u r i n g  v a l l e y .  I m p r e s s i v e  l i m e s t o n e  s p i r e s  abounded  t o  e n t h u s e  
t h e  c a v i n g  t o u r i s t .  

"1 remember t h e  t i m e  I c a r r i e d  t h i r t y  k i l o s  o f  s c u b a  g e a r  up 9 , 0 0 0  
f e e t  . . . . . . ' l  s h e  t o l d  u s ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  d y i n g  i n  t h e  bum, f i v e  
m i n u t e s  i n t o  t h e  wa lk .  Eve rywhe re  t h e  t r a c k s  a r e  e x c e l l e n t  b e c a u s e  
p e o p l e  walk on them i n  b a r e  f e e t ,  good e t h i c s  I f e e l .  D o l i n e s  t o  t h e  
l e f t  o f  u s ,  d o l i n e s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  u s ,  a l o c a l  p o i n t e d  o u t  a  4Ometre 
s h a f t  a f ew m e t r e s  o f f  r o u t e .  We were  i m p r e s s e d ,  t r u n d l i n g  r o c k s  a n d  
c o u n t i n g  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  

More o f  t h e s e  d e l i g h t s  l e d  u s  o u t  o f  t h e  moss f o r e s t  i n t o  a  c o n t r a s t i n g  
w o r l d  o f  a n  Amoco o i l  r i g .  Amer i cans  i n  s h i n y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h e l m e t s  
walk  o v e r  b u i l t  up p a t h w a y s  be tween  t h e  w e l l  s i t e  a n d  t h e i r  a i r  
c o n d i t i o n e d  c a b i n s .  They gave  u s  s t e a k s  a n d  a  bed f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  
We wa t ched  a p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  V e r n e t s ,  " J o u r n e y  t o  t h e  C e n t r e  o f  t h e  E a r t h u  
on t h e i r  v i d e o  c a s s e t t e .  

The f o l l o w i n g  day  was l a r g e l y  w a s t e d ,  s i t t i n g  on a h e l i p a d ,  s c a n n i n g  
t h e  s k i e s  l i k e  c a r g o  c u l t i s t s ,  w a i t i n g  on a r i d e  i n  a "mixmas t e r  b i l o n g  
J e s u s " .  N a t i o n a l s  o f t e n  r e c l i n e d  on n e a r b y  a v g a s  b l a d d e r s  f o r  a  smoke 
a n d  a  c h a t .  

"We're  n o t  g o i n g  t o  l a n d  on t h a t  . . . . . . . . a r e  we? F l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  
w a t e r f a l l s  o f  t h e  A t e a  r i v e r  was a n  a l m o s t  e m o t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  One 
had t o  come t o  g r i p s  s u d d e n l y  w i t h  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  commitment. The 
A t e a  r i v e r  f l o w s  f rom a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u r g e n c e  c a v e ,  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
t h r o u g h  a  s t e e p  canyon ,  b e f o r e  c a s c a d i n g  i n  g r e a t  c u r t a i n s  t o  t h e  
p l u n g e  p o o l  f e e d i n g  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

We g o t  s t u c k  i n t o  canned  dog a n d  some rum a f t e r  l a n d i n g ,  t h e n  went  
c a v i n g  a t  t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e  t i m e  o f  9.00pm.,  T r e v  would t h r i v e  on t h i s  
I remember t h i n k i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e .  F i r s t  t r i p  o f  t h e  t r i p  was t o  r i g  
some s a f e t y  l i n e  i n  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  s h i p  c a n a l ,  s o  we headed  o f f  on t h e  
soon  t o  become a l l  t o o  f a m i l i a r  t w e n t y  m i n u t e  d e s c e n t  i n t o  A t e a  d o l i n e .  
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I a t t a c h e d  some o n e  i n c h  t a p e  e t r i e r  f a s h i o n ,  t o  t h e  bo t tom r u n g  o f  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  l a d d e r ,  t h i s  g o t  w e l l  u s e d .  A p a r t y  on a  f i v e  day  camp 
t o  t h e  Y a r a g a i y a  S e r i e s  had r i g g e d  t h e  few p i t c h e s  i n v o l v e d  e a r l i e r  
i n  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  had  done a  c l a s s i c  j o b ,  w i t h  l a d d e r s  b e g i n n i n g  two 
m e t r e s  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d  f i n i s h i n g  m e t r e s  below l e d g e s .  The b e s t  e f f o r t  
was a t  "Glop Drop" where  t h e  bo t tom r u n g  was h a l f  a  m e t r e  above  d e e p ,  
moving w a t e r .  T h i s  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  i s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  r i v e r w a y  
e n t r a n c e  and  s o  b y p a s s e s  a  h a i r y  t r a v e r s e  t h e r e .  These  e n t r a n c e  f l o o d  
t u b e s  c o n s i s t  o f  "hands  i n  p o c k e t "  s i z e  p a s s a g e ,  w i t h  m a r v e l l o u s  v i e w s  
o f  f l o o d  d e b r i s  h i g h  above .  

I s w e a r  you c o u l d  c a v e  h e r e  i n  bombay s h o r t s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  t r o g l o d y t e  
m o s q u i t o s .  A wet  s u i t  becomes a  r e a l  p r e s s u r e  c o o k e r  u n t i l  t h e  welcome 
s u b m e r s i o n  i n  t h e  "Sh ip  C a n a l "  a t  "Glop Drop."  T h i s  s t r e t c h  o f  w a t e r  
i s  a l m o s t  a  k i l o m e t r e  l o n g  a n d  r e q u i r e s  h a l f  a n  h o u r  o r  more f o r  a  o n e  
way t r i p .  A s o l o  s w i m  o f  t h i s  was a n  e x p e d i t i o n  h i g h l i g h t .  

Hanging  o f f  t h e  back  o f  a f u l l y  l a d e n  l i l o ,  you do a  f a i r  b i t  o f  c o o l -  
i n g  o f f ,  a n d  t h e n  more c o o l i n g  o f f  a n d  a f t e r  a  w h i l e  even  more c o o l i n g  
o f f .  The more c a p a b l e  bods  t i e d  o f f  t h e  h a n d l i n e  a l o n g  t h e  way, w h i l e  
f e l l o w  c a v e r s  d i d  v a r i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  d rown ing ,  some t u r n e d  
back .  F r e s h w a t e r  c r a b s ,  heaped  on p r o t r u d i n g  r o c k s ,  l o o k e d  on w i t h  
i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  a s  we f l o u n d e r e d  on t o  " H o l o c a u s t  " , a  r o c k p i l e  o f  enormous 
b l o c k s  a n d  end  p o i n t  f o r  o u r  l i n e .  

A b s e i l i n g  o u t  o f  A t e a  was v e r y  p e a c e f u l  a t  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  f e w  b o t h e r e d  t o  
l a d d e r  i t .  Then t h e  d a y  was r u i n e d  by t h e  t w e n t y  m i n u t e  t r u d g e  up t o  
camp, t h i s  becomes d e s p e r a t e  r e t u r n i n g  a t  n i g h t ,  when a  d y i n g  c a r b i d e  
s p u r s  you on t o  new t h r e s h o l d s  o f  p a i n .  We f o u n d  a  b u s h r a t  on t h e  t r a c k ,  
s t i l l  warm a f t e r  a t t a c h  by t h e  p o r t e r s  d o g s ,  t h i s  became l u n c h .  

Our f i r s t  f e s t e r  day  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by a  p o r t a g e  t o  Mamo. D u r i n g  t h e  
i n i t i a l  h e l i c o p t e r  s u p p l y i n g  o f  camps,  bad w e a t h e r  on  t h e  Mamo p l a t e a u  
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  l o t  o f  t h e i r  s t u f f  e n d i n g  up a t  A t e a .  B e i n g  a s k e d  t o  
c a r r y  25 k i l o s  a f t e r  b u g g e r  a l l  s l e e p ,  b r o u g h t  a n  o b v i o u s  answer  t o  
mind. However, we a l l  h e l p e d  o u t .  One t e s t y  c a r r i e r  d e v i s e d  a  n o v e l  
method o f  pack  t r a n s p o r t  v i a  a  hund red  m e t r e  f a l l ,  t h i s  d i d ' n t  a g r e e  
w i t h  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  m i c r o s c o p e .  

A number o f  t r i p s  were  p l a n n e d  t o  p u s h  " W i n c h e s t e r "  r e g a r d e d  as  t h e  
c a v e ' s  mos t  p r o m i s i n g  a r e a  a f t e r  1978 .  Now t h i s  i s  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  
o f  t h e  "Ducks" ,  l ow  r o o f e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  r i v e r w a y  t h a t  sump d u r i n g  t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  r a i n s .  Somewhat i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  Telecom A u s t r a l i a ,  we s e t  
o f f  w i t h  two k i l o m e t r e s  o f  t e l e p h o n e  w i r e  t o  r i g  a communica t ion  
f a c i l i t y  beyond t h e s e  d u c k s ,  c o m f o r t  f o r  any  s t r a n d e d  p a r t i e s .  Imag ine  
a rum s o a k e d  v o i c e  t e l l i n g  you i t s  s t i l l  p o u r i n g  o u t s i d e !  

T h i s  f r a g i l e ,  s i n g l e  s t r a n d  w i r e  had  t o  be  l o c a t e d  away f rom clumsy 
t r o g s ,  e i t h e r  sunk  i n  d e e p  w a t e r  o r  t i e d  o f f ,  up h i g h .  One phone  was 
p l a c e d  above  f l o o d  l e v e l  i n  " H o l o c a u s t t 1  and  much t o  o u r  s u r p r i s e  work- 
ed  on t h e  f i r s t  t e s t .  We c a i r n e d  a  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  maze t o  ItDuna 
sands':  o v e r  h i l l s  o f  f l o o d  d e b r i s  i n t o  t h e  v a s t n e s s  o f  " A f t e r m a t h , "  
even  a t  t h i s  d e p t h  we we re  p l a g u e d  by m o s q u i t o s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  o u r  l amps .  
My c a r b i d e  f i n a l l y  d i e d  i n  t h e  bum j u s t  b e f o r e  camp, where  a  d runken  
i n s o m n i a c  o f f e r e d  me b u r n t  s o u p ,  a t  3.00AM! 

We f i r s t  t h o u g h t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c h o p p e r s  m igh t  be  p a r t  o f  a n  I n d o n e s i a n  
i n v a s i o n .  One d i s g o r g e d  c o p i o u s  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  rum a n d  t i n n e d  d e l i c a -  
c i e s ,  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s o c i a b l e  a n d  g e n e r o u s  c a v e r s .  Many o t h e r  c a v e r s  
s h a r e d  i n  t h i s  l u x u r y ,  g r o g g i n g  on  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  

We r e a c h e d  t h e  f a r  end  o f  Hidden I n l e t  v i a  "Penny D r o p T 1 , n F e r r e t  F r e e -  
way", "Ba lmain  D r a i n "  a n d  "Ooze C r u i s e . I t  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  o n l y  one  p i t c h ,  
i n t o ,  you g u e s s e d  i t ,  w a t e r .  Over a  h u n d r e d  m e t r e s  o f  "Ooze C r u i s e f t  
was d e e p  s t reamway,  t h e  t r i c k  b e i n g  t o  q u i c k l y  h a u l  y o u r s e l f ,  hand  
o v e r  hand ,  a l o n g  a  g u i d e l i n e  b e f o r e  y o u r  pack  d r a g g e d  you u n d e r  f o r  a  
l a s t  t i m e .  A g r u e l l i n g  a i d  c l i m b  opened  t h r e e  hund red  m e t r e s  o f  v i r g i n  
p a s s a g e .  T h i s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  b e s t  s i n g l e  e f f o r t  a t  A tea  d u r i n g  my t i m e  
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t h e r e .  S u r v e y i n g  t h i s  t o  West A u s t r a l i a n  s t a n d a r d s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  
f i f t e e n  hou r  t r i p .  I r o n i c a l l y  t h i s  was t o  be kacked  o n t o  a  1978  
" p a c e  and  corn pas^'^ s u r v e y  done by Tony Whi te .  

The f e a t u r e  on t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  c o u l d  have  been a p r o c e s s i n g  a r t i -  
f a c t  o r ,  w i t h  a b i t  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  f o s s i l  r e s u r g e n c e  
f o r  t h e  A t e a  i t s e l f !  F i v e  v e r y  k e e n  bods  a b s e i l e d  a 300 m e t r e  c l i f f  
t o  i n s p e c t  t h i s  a r e a ,  f i n d i n g  and  s e t t i n g  up camp i n  a s i z a b l e  c a v e  
e n t r a n c e .  S l e e p  d i d  n o t  come e a s y  a t  t h i s  camp owing t o  l a r g e  r o c k s  
s p o n t a n e o u s l y  f a l l i n g  from t h e  c e i l i n g .  Two k i l o m e t r e s  o f  enormous 
p a s s a g e  was s u r v e y e d  b e f o r e  i t  a l l  m y s t e r i o u s l y  c l o s e d  up ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  b e w i l d e r e d  c a v e r s  w i t h  a v e r y  l o n g  p r u s s i k .  S e r i o u s  r o p e  wear  
o c c u r e d  a t  a s e r r a t e d  P a n d a n n i s  l e a f .  

The "New World S e r i e s t 1  i s  a t  t h e  end  o f  a v e r y  p l e a s a n t  s t r o l l  
t h r o u g h  "Dvorak H a l l H .  We s u r v e y e d  two hundred  m e t r e s  of new ground  
h e r e ,  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  a  maze o f  t u b e s .  T h i s  a r e a  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  
" R a f t i n g  Groundt t  v i a  a hund red  m e t r e  c r a w l  t h a t  t o o k  two h o u r s  t o  
s u r v e y !  

The E b e r h a r d s  and  company bo t tomed t h e  "Black  Hole t1  a t  a  hund red  
Me t r e s .  I m p a s s a b l e  b r e a k  down f r u s t r a t e d  a t t e m p t s  a t  g r e a t e r  d e p t h .  
They t h e n  went  w a l k a b o u t  t o  a b i v o u a c  a t  U l i  Mindu, where ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  a t r o c i o u s  r e c e p t i o n ,  we w e r e n ' t  a b l e  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  r a d i o  c o n t a c t  i 

t o  s e e  how t h e y  were  g e t t i n g  on.  F i n a l l y  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
J u n g l e  a t  A t e a  f o r  some R and  R ,  b e f o r e  g o i n g  o f f  t o  Mamo l o o k i n g  4 

f o r  s o m e t h i n g  c a l l e d  Ifworld r e c o r d s t 1 ,  . 
-4 . . 

Long t r i p s  i n  A tea  w i t h  meagre  r e w a r d  meant " t ~ u r i s t i n g ~ ~  t h e  4 

s p e c t a c u l a r ,  known s e c t i o n s  became p o p u l a r .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  p h o t o g r a p h i c  .l 
e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  " S h i p  C a n a l t t .  H e r e  a w a t e r p r o o f  s e t u p  came i n t o  i t s  L 

own, w i t h  a  camera a r o u n d  y o u r  neck  and  t h e  f l a s h  f l o a t i n g  a l o n g  
b e s i d e  you,  i t  gave  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  s e e  o t h e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  g e a r  f 
s towed  away. *II 

A c l i m b  up t o  t h e  "Ba l conyn  p r o v i d e d  a n  awesome v a n t a g e  p o i n t  t o  v iew 4 

o t h e r s  d r i f t i n g  by. I t  would b e  h a r d  t o  t i r e  o f  t h i s  p l a c e ,  i n d e e d  + 

some bods  c l o c k e d  up t e n  t r i p s  o r  more. 

Nick Hume , 
T O  BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH 7 ........................................... 
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