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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLll3 

Annual S u b s c r i p t i o n s  $5.00 S i n g l e  c o p i e s  509 Non Members $1.00 

P r e s i d e n t  : Trevor  W a i l e s ,  47  Waterworks Rd, Dynnyrn.e, 7005 
Ph. 34 4862 

S e c r e t a r y  : Andrew B r i g g s ,  114 Vantona Rd, Sandy Ray, 7005 
Ph. 25 1801 

T r e a s u r e r  : Diana Dav ies ,  391A Nelson Rd, M t .  Nelson,  7009 

E d i t o r  : S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  7 Ruper t  AV, Newtown, 
Trevor  Wai les  ( a s  above) - AND C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  8 Weston P l ,  Montrose,  
Ph.  72 363.7 

T y p i s t  : J e a n i n e  Dav ies ,  114 Vantona Rd, Sandy Bay, 7005 
Ph. 25 1801 

FORWARD PROGRAMME 
--p----- 

Wed. Oc t .  6 SOCIAL/GENERAL MEETING 7 Rupert  Avenue, b r i n g  
y o u r s e l f  and t h e  u s u a l  s o c i a l i s i n g  i t e m s .  

S a t .  O c t .  9 NIAGARA POT F i r s t  f i n d  t h e  en t ra .nce ,  b u t  i f  you ---..-. -- 
a r e  keen s e e  Nich Hume. 

S a t .  O c t .  1 6  -.. CAULDRON POT Once a g a i n  NicK is  t h e  bod t o  see -.- 
about  t h i s  w e t  m a s o c h i s t i c  e x e r c i s e .  

Wed. Oc t .  20 COMMITTEE MEETING 7 Ruper t  Avenue. I f  you a r e  
an o f f i c e  b e a r e r  why no t  b e  b r a v e  and a c t u a l l y  
appear  a t  a meeting?!  

Wed. O c t .  27 PUB NITE - Which pub? See  Trev .  

Most Weekends CAVING!  See  Trev .  o r  S t u a r t  o r  someone. 

Wed. Nov. 3 --.- SOCIALLGENERAL MEETING Usual  t i m e  and p l a c e .  
------W 

The Annual Dinner  h a s  been and gone - it was p robab ly  one of t h e  most 
s u c c e s s f u l  y e t  w i t h  about  t h i r t y  e i g h t  b o d i e s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  The 
venue was somewhat "posh" b u t  everyone ha,d a good t i m e ,  some b e t t e r  
t h a n  o t , h e r s  by t h e  look o f  them t h e  n e x t  day ( o r  more c o r r e c t l y ,  l a . t e r  
t h e  same day)  ! 

T h i s  e d i t i o n  of S p e l e o  S p i e l  c o n t a i n e s  t h e  second p a r t  o f  N i c k ' s  
New Guinea Adventures ,  --- two r e p o r t s  about  a mid-week t r i p  i n  t h e  snow 
and some rambl ings  from Trev .  about  a r e c e n t  K . D .  t r i p .  There  are 
o t h e r  g o o d i e s  i n s i d e  t o o ,  s o  r e a d  on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

....................................................... 
NEWS AND TRIVIA ---- .- 

- During t h e  l a s t  week of s c h o o l  t e r m  2 ,  a group of  about  30 
Hutch ins  boys were shown t h e  " t o u r i s t "  s e c t i o n  of  E x i t  Cave 
over  a p e r i o d  of t h r e e  d a y s .  Trev .  and C r a i g  camped j u s t  ou t -  
s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w h i l e  Rick Tunney, Mike Edwards, Nick and h i s  
mate Rik and S t u a r t  went down on v a r i o u s  days t o  h e l p  o u t .  A 
mad r u s h  back w i t h  s i x  p e o p l e  p l u s  g e a r  i n  one c a r  t o  meet T e r r y  
OILeary  from Sydney a t  t h e  Wheatshea-f f i n i s h e d  o f f  a p l e a s a n t  
i f  somewhat s l a c k  t r i p .  

- New corner t o  TCC Mi.ke Edwazds from t h e  g r e a t  homeland of Paddy 
P a l l i n  fame w a s  m a r r i e d  r e c e n t l y  t o  a 5 t h  y e a r  med ica l  s t u d e n t  



S p e l e o  S p i e l  No. 1 8 0  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1952 
7- --p. -------- -- Page  2 .  -- 

named C h r i s .  A l l  t h e  b e s t  t o  you b o t h  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  and  
may t h e  m e d i c i n e  b e  good b u t  n o t  t o o  e x p e n s i v e !  

- T h i s  e s t e e m e d  and  h i g h l y  r e p u t a b l e  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i l l  s h o r t l y  
b e  i n  n e e d  of  a, new c o v e r  p i c t u r e .  I f  you have  any a c t i o n /  
s p o r t i n g  t y p e  p i x  p l e a s e  b r i n g  them a l o n g  t o  t , h e  next .  m e e t i n g  
f o r  p e r u s a l .  

Those  l o n g  l e g g e d  s p i d e r s  o f t e n  s e e n  i n  cave  e n t r a n c e s ,  
Hickmania  t r o g l o d y t e s ,  were r e c e n t l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a s h o r t  
a r t i c l e  i n  "The Mercury" c o n t r i b u t e d  by A l i s o n  Green ,  t h e  
c u r a t o r  o f  i n v e r t e b r a t e  z o o l o g y  a t  t h e  Museum. Maybe o u r  
l o c a l  r a g  c o u l d  b e  p e r s u a d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  an a r t i c l e  sometime 
on t h e  s p o r t  o f  c a v i n g .  

CIRCULATING I N  KHAZAD DUM - 
K . D .  is  a v e r y  v a r i e d  s y s t e m  w i t h  a t  t h e  moment 3 e n t r a n c e s  J F  4 ,  
5 and 1 4 .  Through t r i p s  are p o s s i b l e  t hough  t o  my knowledge have  
n e v e r  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o r  a t t e m p t e d  by TCC a l o n e .  F o r  some t i m e  
t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e  h a s  i n t r i g u e d  m e  a n d  t o  t h e  c l u b  'S knowledge 
t h i s  p a s s a g e  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  t r a v e r s e d  o n c e ,  on a b o l t i n g  and  s u r v e y -  
i n g  t r i p  by  P e t e r  Shaw and  Co. b a c k  i n  t h e  e a r l y  7 0 ' s .  I would b e  
i n t e r e s t e d  t o  h e a r  o f  anyone "doing"  i t  s i n c e .  

On a v e r y  w e t  weekend 4 / 9 / 8 2  a TCC p a r t y  set  o u t  on  an exchange  t r i p  
t o  d e s c e n d  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  r o u t e  and r e t u r n  by t h e  s t a n d a r d  " T o u r i s t  
Route"  and  v i c e - v e r c a .  Hoping t h e  t a c k l e  l i s t  was a c c u r a . t e  o u r  p a r t y  
o f  Nick Hume, J a n i n e  McKinnon, C h r i s  D a v i e s  and  T r e v o r  Wailes armed 
w i t h  r o p e s ,  l a d d e r s ,  traces and b o l t  h a n g a r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e .  
The o t h e r  p a r t y  o f  John S a l t ,  S t u a x t  N i c h o l a s  and  R ick  Tunney w i t h  
t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  g e a r  a l s o  e n t e r e d  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  as f a r  a s  t h e  f i r s t  
c l i m b  down t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n .  Everyone  who h a s  b e e n  i n t o  K . D .  must 
have  n o t i c e d  t h e  l e f t  hand  p a s s a g e  a t  t h i s  j u n c t i o n  as i t  is  p o s s i b l y  
t h e  o b v i o u s  way o n .  I n  t h e  p a s t  i t  was r e p u t e d  t o  b e  w e t  w i t h  p a r t  
o f  t h e  main stream f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of  J F  4 .  However, t h e  
main stream now b y - p a s s e s  t h i s  "dry"  e n t r a n c e  and  i s  t o t a l l y  a b s o r b e d  
by t h e  main s t r eamway .  Here t h e  p a r t y  s p l i t  and  w e  c o n t i n u e d  down 
t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  S e r p e n t i n e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  The p a s s a g e  is  
b a s i c a l l y  h o r i z o n t a l  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c l i m b s  i n  good r o c k  - t h e  w a l l s  
a r e  s o l i d  and i t  makes f o r  a p l e a s a n t  change  f rom s c r a m b l i n g  t h r o u g h  
r o c k  p i l e s .  A w e l l  s c o u r e d  p r i s t i n e  e a s y  p a s s a g e  j u s t  w ide  enough 
t o  b e  c o m f o r t a b l e  s o  f a s t  t i m e  c a n  b e  made. T w a s  h o p i n g  o u r  t o t a l  
t r i p  would b e  d r y  b u t  a s m a l l  i n l e t  o n  t h e  l e f t  i s s u e d  a s m a l l  stream 
t h a t  was t o  make t h e  p i t c h e s  damp b u t  n o t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  

Some t i m e  w a s  l o s t  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  as w e  l o o k e d  f o r  a  
s u i t a b l e  r i g g i n g  p o i n t  which e v e n t u a l l y  was found  by C h r i s  i n  t h e  
s h a p e  o f  a b o l t  ( a n  o l d  b o l t ) .  Wi th  t h e  25m p i t c h  f i n a l l y  r i g g e d  
and  d e s c e n d e d  amid a shower  o f  d r i p s  we c o n t i n u e d  down s i m i l a r  p a s s a g e -  
way a n d  s h o r t  c l i m b s  t o  t h e  17m p i t c h  w h e r e , f o r  a change ,be la .y  p o i n t s  
w e r e  i n  abundance .  A f i n e  " j u g  h a n d l e "  b e n e a t h  t h e  l a s t  c l i m b  i n t o  
t h e  small chamber was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  stream b e d r o c k  and  w i t h  a  s l i n g  
back  u p  I d e s c e n d e d  t h e  r o p e  t o  a  roomy l e d g e  7m down. A sma.11 p o o l  
h e r e  c o u l d  b e  b a l e d  t o  g i v e  a  d r y  d e s c e n t  i n t o  a l a r g e  aven  w i t h  a 
c o l l a p s e d  r o o f  l i t t e r i n g  t h e  f l o o r .  Here t h e  s y s t e m  t o o k  a  change  
i n  d i r e c t i o n  and  a  f u r t h e r  d r o p  of  a b o u t  8 m  was e n c o u n t e r e d .  Not b e i n g  
s u r e  w h e t h e r ,  t h i s  was a  p i t c h  o r  n o t  I f r e e  c l i m b e d  down and  came t o  
c o n c l u s i o n  t $ a t  i t  w a s .  Not o n l y  would  a  l a d d e r  h e r e  b e  an a s s i s t a n c e  
b u t  i t  w o u l d \ a l s o  p r o v i d e  t h e  exchange  p a r t y  w i t h  a  r o u t e  g u i d e ,  f o r  
i f  t h e y  were f o l l o w i n g  t h e  stream t h e y  would l o s e  t i m e  r o u t i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  t a l u s  b l o c k a g e  i n  which  t h e  stream f l o w s .  

A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f u r t h e r  on is a  v i s u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e ( ! )  10m p i t c h  
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w i t h  a  b o l t  b e l a y  r e q u i r i n g  a  hanger  - a s  rock s c u l p t u r e  goes  t h i s  
p i t c h  is a  d e l i g h t  and t h e  l a d d e r  hangs about  0.5m o f f  t h e  w a l l  f o r  
its e n t i r e  l e n g t h .  A t  t h e  b a s e  of t h i s  p i t c h  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  
d r y  i n l e t  r i f t  which is n o t  shown on t h e  su rvey  ( e x i s t i n g )  b u t  c o u l d  
y i e l d  more p a s s a g e .  A s h o r t  passage  w i t h  a  c o n s t r i c t i n g  b o u l d e r  
g i v e s  way t o  t h e  f i n a l  5 m  p i t c h  i n t o  a  s m a l l  aven where o u r  exchange 
p a r t y  were p a t i e n t l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  u s  consuming j e l l y  b e a n s ,  c i g a r e t . t e s  
and Mars B a r s .  S i t t i n g  h e r e  took m e  back a  few y e a r s  t o  Yorksh i re  
and t h e  Kingsda le  sys tem a s  v i s u a l l y  i t  reminded m e  of a  Simpsons P o t  
- Swinsto  exchange t r i p  w i t h  roughly  t h e  same dep th  descended b u t  
l e s s  e f f o r t  expended. For o u r  p a r t y  t h e  t r i p  o u t  would b e  f a m i l i a r  
b u t  f o r  S t u a r t ' s  group i t  was b a s i c a l - l y  unknown. We fol.lowed what 
w a s  l e f t  o f  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  c o l d ,  r a g i n g  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  
main p a s s a g e  up which w e  t r o g g e d  t o  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  main i n l e t  w a t e r  
f a l l  t h a t  was i n  f u l l  s p a t e .  The a i r ,  s p r a y  f i l l e d  and r a g i n g  w i t h  
t h e  f u r y  o f  a  f o r c e  9  g a l e  made c o n v e r s a t i o n  i m p o s s i b l e  and w i t h  
d imin i shed  v i s a b i l i t y  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  t o  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  "dry" 23m 
bypass  p i t c h  was awkward. 

The ascent w e n t  smoothly a l t h o u g h  t h e  supposedly  d r y  23m p i t c h  w a s  
w e t  a s  w a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  10m l a d d e r  p i t c h .  Avens which were normal- 
l y  d ry  s p o r t e d  w a t e r f a l l s  and t h e  d u l l  r o a r  of t h e  main stream c o u l d  
be  c o n s t a n t l y  h e a r d .  C h r i s  and Nick d e r i g g e d  t o  t h e  30m p i t c h  which 
meant t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  h o l d  up and t h e  a s c e n t  of  t h i s  p i t c h  went 
smoothly w i t h  on ly  C h r i s  hav ing  a  s h o r t  w a i t .  Our Exodus from h e r e  
was s t r a i g h t  forward  a l though  Nick and myself used  t h e  " s c a l i n g  p o l e "  
t o  d rop  i n t o  t h e  main s t r e a m  and e x j - t  v i a  t h e  rocky streamway, a  q u i c k  
b u t  damp way t o  t h e  su r fa . ce .  

The o t h e r  team were o u t  i n t o  t h e  r a i n y  s p r i n g  day ahead of  u s  a f t e r  
a  s h o r t  b u t  ve ry  e n j o y a b l e  4hr  t r i p .  

NOTE: 1. The wooden sea-ling p o l e  i s  q u i t e  r o t t e n  a s  Nick found o u t  
when p a r t  o f  i t  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  i n  h i s  hands .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  replac .ed  
o r  used  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e .  

2. The b o l t s  appear  t o  be  i n  good condi t i o n  (i.e. t h e y  d i d  n o t  
b r e a k  ! ) 

GROUPS: --- Going C h r i s  Dav ies ,  Nick Hume, Jan ine  McKinnon and Trevor  
Wai l.es . 

Coming S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  John S a l t ,  Rick Tunney . 
-p- 

Tack le  f o r  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  Route:  

1st p i t c h  25m rope  2 rope  p r o t e c t o r s  1 h a n g e r ,  l s h o r t  t r a c e  
2nd " 17m 2 l ?  

I f  1 medium, 1 " t 1  

3 r d  " 8m l a d d e r  1 l I t r a c e  
4 t h  " 10m 1 h a n g e r ,  l s h o r t  t r a c e  
5 t h  " 5 m  1 medium t r a c e  

Tack le  f o r  t h e  " T o u r i s t "  Route:  ( B o l t e d )  

1st p i t c h  5m l a d d e r  
2nd " 3 0 m  rope  
3 r d  " 9m l a d d e r  
4 t h  " 23m rope  2  rope  p r o t e c t o r s  

GROWLING SWALLET 4 t h  September ,  1982 --- --.- 
P a r t y :  R i c h a r d  H o r t l e ,  S t e f a n  Eherhard .  

God knows why b u t  S t e f a n  was keen f o r  something h a r d  and w e t ,  w i t h  
e x p l o r a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  s t r a i g h t  a f t e r  c r a w l i n g  o u t  o f  P.N.G. I was 
f o o l  enough t o  b e  i n  on i t  t o o ,  mainly  through b e i n g  twice  s t o p p e d  
a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  So S a t u r d a y  saw S t e f a n  amd I marching towards Growling 
S w a l l e t  w h i l e  o thersviere  on t h e  way t o  t h e  ex-deepes t .  



A s  was e x p e c t e d ,  Growl ing  w a s .  The e n t r a n c e  pumped w i t h  more water 
t h a n  h a d  d r i v e n  Nick ,  T r e v o r ,  S t u a r t  and  I b a c k  some weeks p r e v i o u s l y .  
However,  a w e t s u i t  f o r  m e  and  l o n g  unde rwea r  and  masochism f o r  S t e f a n  
saw u s  a l o n g  t h e  main s t reamwag t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  new e x t e n s i o n .  
Here foam o n  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  c e i l i n g  a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  area 
would have  b e e n  i n a c c e s s i b l e  i n  t h e  l a s t  few d a y s .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  hand- 
l i n e  'I managed t o  l o s e  3 m  o f  a . l t i t u d e  I ' d  j u s t  g a i n e d  and  t w i s t e d  an  
a n k l e .  A h a s t y  t a b a c c o  s p i n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  S t e f a n  s o o n  h a d  m e  more 
o r  less OM and  w e  c o n t i n u e d  o n .  The s e c t i o n  o f  p a s s a g e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
aven  a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n ' s  e n d  w a s  f looded . .  So w e  waded and  f i n a l l y  
swam, k e p t  a f l o a t  by t h e  c o l d  and  more u n o r i g i n a l  s w e a r i n g  f rom S t e f a n .  

S t e f a n  h a d  an  u n i n s p i r e d  s c r a m b l e  u p  t h e  aven  b u t  w e  s o o n  t u r n e d  t o  
sodden  c h o c o l a t e  and  u n l i g h t a b l e  c i g a r e t t e s  b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  b a c k .  The 
w a t e r  h a d  r i s e n  w h i l e  w e  we re  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  and. t h e  s t reamway 
p r e s e n t e d  a s p o r t i n g  a n d  v e r y  e x h i l a r a t i n g  r e t u r n .  Some a c r o b a t i c s  
and  a  w i l l  t o  l i v e  f i n a l l y  p r o d u c e d  d a y l i g h t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  a f a n t a s t i c  
t r i p  i n  a w e - i n s p i r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  

R i c h a r d  H o r t l e .  

MID-WEEK CAVING OR HOW TO BUILD A SNOW PERSON --.------.----- 

V a r i o u s  bods  w i t h  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t o  do  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a c a v i n g  t r i p  
d u r i n g  t h e  week would  p r o v i d e  some e x c i t e m e n t  be tween  t h e  weekends.  
And s o  i t  was t h a t  T r e v .  N i c k ,  and  a f t e r  a  wake-up phone c a l l ,  Rolan  
a s sembled  a t  S t u ' s  p l a c e  and  consumed c u p s  o f  t e a  a t  a g r e a t  rate on 
a r e c e n t  snowy Thursday  morn ing .  

With t h e  c l o c k  ch iming  loam w e  set  o f f  i n  t h e  4WD s o u n d  l o u n g e  w i t h  
h i g h  ( d e e p ? )  hopes  o f  p u s h i n g  Growl ing  o r  a cou.ple o f  t h e  s h a f t s  
n e a r  S e r e n d i p i t y  . 
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  u s u a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  s h o p  and  t h e n  p a s s i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  
day w i t h  K i m  Creak  i n  t h e  A . N . M .  o f f i c e ,  4WD w a s  engaged  and  dodg ing  
a c o u p l e  o f  h e a v i l y  l a d e n  I.og t r u c k s ,  t h e  ' C r u i s e r '  e v e n t u a l l y  made 
i t  up  t h e  Nine Road. The s c e n e r y  was p i c t u r e - b o o k  s t u f f  - 150mm o r  
more o f  snow on  a l l  t h e  r o a d s ,  snow c o v e r e d  t rees  h a n g i n g  low o v e r  
t h e  t r a c k  and  M t .  F i e l d  West looming  w h i t e  and  w i l d  i n  t h e  background .  

N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  s n o w - b a l l s  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  day b u t  s a n i t y  e v e n t u -  
a l l y  l e f t  u s  and a d e c i s i o n  t o  a c t u a l l y  g o  c a v i n g  was made. Rolan  
knew o f  a. s m a l l  h .ole  f u r t h e r  up  t h e  Nine Road i n  n e e d  o f  s u r v e y i n g  
( t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  w a s  a.bandoned b e c a u s e  of  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t ) .  A 
snow p e r s o n  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  mark i t  f o r  f u t u r e  r e f e r e n c e  
and an e x t r e m e l y  g r o t t y  25m l a d d e r  p i t c . h  d e s c e n d e d  t o  a r i f t - l i k e  
b o t t o m  chamber .  C l imb ing  6m t o  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  r e v e a l e d  a s m a l l  r o c k  
c a l l a p s e  i n  an e q u a l l y  s m a l l  p a s s a g e  which a t  one  t i m e  p r o b a b l y  l i n k e d  
t o  a h e a r b y  v e r y  l a r g e  d o l i n e .  A s u r f a c e  s u r v e y  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  a 
j u n c t i o n  on t h e  Nine Road. 

Emerging back  on t h e  s u r f a c e  t o  b r i l l i a n t  s u n s h i n e ,  mud was removed 
from o v e r s u i t s  by r o l l - i n g  down a snow c o v e r e d  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d  - a 
most  e f f e c t i v e  p r o c e s s !  

A s t o p  a t  t h e  "Park"  c o n c l u d e d  a. v e r y  p l e a s a n t  i f  s l i g h t  o f f - b e a t  day .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

SNOW MAN POT S e p t e m b e r ,  1982  
---p- 

P a r t y :  N .  Hume, S .  N i c h o l a s ,  T .  Wailes and  R .  E b e r h a r d .  

A s  a t r i p  t o  l o o k  a t  some p r o m i s i n g  h o l e s  n e a r  S e r e n d i p i t y  w e  were 
doomed f rom t h e  s tar t .  V a r i o u s  d e l a y s  meant w e  g o t  a l a t e r  t h a n  
u s u a l  s t a r t ,  p l u s  a l m o s t  a f o o t  o f  snow o n  t h e  g round  wh ich  a l t h o u g h  
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very  p i c t u r e s q u e  d i d n ' t  t e n d  t o  promote t h e  d e s i r e  t o  go bush 
b a s h i n g .  We decided on p l a n  B which i n v o l v e d  s u r v e y i n g  a h o l e  n o t  
f a r  from Owl  P o t .  T h i s  had been l o c a t e d  and e x p l o r e d  by R.E. and 
S.E.  i n  August ,  1980 and a l t h o u g h  s m a l l  and s c r u n g y ,  due t o  t h e  c l o s e  
p rox imi ty  o f  a  l a r g e  d o l i n e  was though t  t o  have p o t e n t i a l  t o  do some- 
t h i n g !  

The e n t r a n c e  is a  s m a l l  s l o t  which was h a l f  concea led  by t h e  l a y e r  
of snow. Three l a d d e r s  were used t o  r i g  t h e  22m e n t r a n c e  p i t c h ,  which 
d rops  down a muddy s l o p e  t o  a  r a t h e r  n o n - d e s c r i p t  chamber. T h i s  
chamber d o e s n ' t  r e a J . 1 ~  go anywhere, a l t h o u g h  a t  one end a  cl imb up a  
bank l e a d s  t o  a  t a l u s  b lockage .  A su rvey  o f  what was now SNOW MAN POT 
was c a r r i e d  o u t  and i n  an j n c r e d i b l e  d i s p l a y  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  Rolan and 
Trev .  d i d  an o v e r l a n d  su rvey  connec t ing  t h e  s a i d  cave  and d o l i n e  w i t h  
a marked p o i n t  of  t h e  F9 r o a d .  

S e r i o u s l y  though,  a  sYste m a t i c  approach t o  s u r v e y i n g  caves  and 
a c c u r a t e l y  p l o t t i n g  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e s  is  necessazy  i n  any cave a r e a ,  
and i t  is hoped t h e  c l u b  w i l l  con t inue  i ts  r e c e n t  c o n s i s t e n t  r e c o r d  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

Rolaa Eberhaxd. 

FOLLOWING BELOW I S  THE SECOND HALF OF N I C K  HUME'S EPISTLE ON 
MULLER ' 82 - TOURIST CLASS - -- --- 

A b i t  o f  bushwhacking up t o  Mamo was a welcome change of p a c e ,  s t r o l -  
l i n g  mids t  hundred f o o t  Pandanni.. T a l e s  abounded of c a r p e t  s n a k e s  
t h a t  cou ld  drop from trees and c r u s h  you t o  d e a t h ,  t h r e e  c o i l s  was 
a l l  i t  took w e  w e r e  t o l d .  While s t u d y i n g  t h e  j u n g l e  canopy f o r  
t h e s e  h o r r o r s  I  managed t o  t r e a d  on a s m a l l  copperhead b a s k i n g  on t h e  
t r a c k .  The g o i n g  on t h e  p l a t e a u  was f a i r l y  i n d . i r e c t  , meandering by 
huge d o l i n e s ,  a t  t imes  w i t h i n  i n c h e s  of s u b s t a n t i a l  d rops .  The t r a c k  
s p i r a l l e d  down t h e  i n s i d e  of  one c r a t e r  t o  t h e  ve ry  i m p r e s s i v e  Mamo 
c a m p s i t e ,  h e r e  one l o n e  f e s t e r e r  g r e e t e d  m e  w i t h  a  cup of t e a .  T h i s  
f e s t e r e r ,  b e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  had s p r a i n e d  i t ' s  a n k l e  f a l l i n g  o u t  o f  
t h e  t o i l e t .  

The l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  were l o c a t e d  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  mouth o f  "Mamo 
Kananda" , p r e v i o u s l y  "Hadia Yaneabogai r i  . " Two p i t c h e s  o f  f i v e  metres, 
two of t e n  m e t r e s ,  one of  twenty  metres and one of t h i r t y  f i v e  m e t r e s ,  
l i n k e d  t o  t h e  major  cave l e v e l  a t  "Leaptover ."  The t o p  p i t c h  began 
j u s t  a  few m e t r e s  from my bunk, i n d e e d  you c o u l d  s m e l l  d i n n e r  on t h e  
go from two t o  t h r e e  p i t c h e s  down depending on what i t  was. "Bloody 
luxury  " Trev would s a y .  

Exped i t ion  p o l i t i c s  were i n t e r e s t i n g ,  t h e  r e n a m i n g  o f  "Mamo Kananda" 
was one p a r t i c u l a r  gem. T h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  v a l l e y  were s a y i n g ,  " . . . . . .  
A t e a ' s  g o t  more good ies  than  w e  have . . . . . . . " , meanwhile on t h e  o t h e r  
bank t h e y  were s a y i n g  t h e  e x a c t  o p p o s i t e .  However, b o t h  s i d e s  seemed 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t o c k e d  w i t h  l i f e ' s  e s s e n t i a l s ,  namely Mutros tobacco s t i c k s  - 
and N e g r i t a  rum, g a s p ,  choke. F a c t i o n s  developed o u t  o f  t h i s  f i r e s i d e  
g o s s i p  amd t o  b e  h o n e s t  i t  was a l l  bloody good f u n .  

Our l e a d  i n .  "Roll  A Go Go" was a  mere t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  of  an hour from 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  and what a  l e a d  i t  was;  s t r e a m  passage  t h r e e  metres wide ,  
s e v e r a l  h igh  and g o i n g  l i k e  t h e  c l a p p e r s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  hour  t r i p  
w e  c locked  up a  k i l o m e t r e  of  passage  and found two more "ginormous" 
l e a d s ,  a l l  a , c t i v e .  Wha.t a  p l a c e !  

Soon a s  we emerged from t h e  cave w e  crunched o u r  su rvey  d a t a  i n  a  
Sharp  PC 1500 "pocket"  computer .  Co-ordinates  and t r a v e r s e  l e n g t h  
d e t a i l  promptly appeared  on p a p e r  t a p e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s c a l e  d i a -  
gram of  su rvey  l e g s ,  s o  i t  was a  s i m p l e  m a t t e r  t o  o v e r l a y  t h e  mas te r  
su rvey  and draw i n  t h e  day ' S  work. Same day s u r v e y .  



S p e l e o  S p i e l  No. 180 
September 1982 - ?  . . -  ..- -.-- -- - --p -- Page 6 .  
Ha1 was a l s o  p u t  t o  u s e  p r i n t i n g  t h e  camp menu, a  t y p i c a l  r e p a s t  b e i n g  
a s  f o l l o w s .  

LA MENU 

SOUPE DE JOUR 
----.-p 

CONSOMME DE KOKURU AVEC NUDE - L 

DINNER 

PASTA SPAGHETTE DE POISSON AVEC DE 
FROMAGE LIQUIDE 

DESSERT -.- 

GEL DE FR,AIS 

BON NUIT - -- 
CAFE OIJ MILO 

AVEC CAPSULE DE MYADEC 

G a r g l i n g  t h e  u n s e t  j e l l y  was f o r b i d d e n .  

A W e s t r a l i a n  had a  knack f o r  t h i n k i n g  up t h e  g r o s s e s t  names f o r  cave 
f e a t u r e s .  " K i t  Kanyon" was a  s u p e r b  stream p a s s a g e  c o n t i n u i n g  from 
one of o u r  p r e v i o u s l y  found l e a d s .  For much of  i t  t h e  roof  w a s  t o o  
h igh  t o  b e  s e e n .  Fol lowing i t  ups t ream l e d  u s  through a  huge chamber 
t o  t h e  b a s e  of a  w a t e r f a l l  t h a t  plunged o u t  o f  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  The p lunge 
poo l  h e r e  f e d  a n o t h e r  decen t  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e ,  which w e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  u n t i l  
s t o p p e d  by a  p i t c h .  By then  we f e l t  w e  ha.d o u r  d a i l y  q u o t a ,  i n c l u d i n g  
two more major  l e a d s .  

S w i f t l e t s  n a v i g a t e  t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  by echo l o c a t i o n .  You expec t  a  f a c e  
f u l l  of b a t  when you h e r e  t h e i r  c l i c k - c l i c k i n g  sound approaching b u t  
t h e y  zoom p a s t  q u i t e  n i c e l y .  The o c c a s i o n a l  p a t c h  of  f e a t h e r s  i n  t h e  
mud i n d i c a t e s  they  a r e  n o t  always c l e v e r  enough t o  e l u d e  r i s i n g  w a t e r s .  
However, its p r e t t y  amazing how t h e y  b u i l d  p e r f e c t l y  shaped n e s t s  i n  
t h e  a b s o l u t e  d a r k n e s s .  

My modi f i ed  P e t z l  had many t i m e s  t h e  l i g h t  o u t p u t  of  a  P r e m i e r ,  
comparable i n  f a c t  t o  an  Oldham b u t  w i t h  more u s e f u l  d i s p e r s i o n ,  na.tura1- 
l y  consuming more c a r b i d e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s .  A measure o f  i t s  s u c c e s s  
was t h e  number of  t i m e s  heads bobbed up t o  r e l i g h t  o f f  mine,  annoyingly 
f r e q u e n t  i n  w e t  s e c t i o n s .  I was o f t e n  pushed ahead t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  
t h e  p a s s a g e  and minimize b l i n d i n g  o f  o t h e r s .  A Sydney c a v e r  w i t h  a  
s i m i l a r  s e t u p  had what is known a s  a  " P e t z l  Meltdown", a  t e r m i n a l  cond- 
i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  when t h e  p i e z o  s t a r t e r  jams o v e r  t h e  l i t  j e t .  The 
v a l u e  of my s p a r e  s t a r t e r  s k y r o c k e t e d  a f t e r  t h i s  e v e n t .  

"Inguanadon" is  t o  Mamo what t h e  "Ship Canal" is t o  t h e  Atea and I 
c u r s e d  n o t  l u g g i n g  my camera up h e r e .  I t  is  a huge chamber, up t o  f i f t y  
m e t r e s  wide and t h r e e  hundred m e t r e s  l o n g .  F loored  mos t ly  w i t h  l a r g e  
breakdown b l o c k s ,  b u t  smooth enough i n  s p o t s  t o  s e e  f o  t p r i n t s  from 
1978. A f t e r  two l a p s  of  t h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  room, t h e  two o f  u s  even tua l - ly  
l o c a t e d  a  w e l l  concea led  passageway l e a d i n g  t o  new ground.  A s i d e  
passage  was b r e a t h i n g  h e a v i l y  and o b v i o u s l y  l i n k e d  t o  a  s i z e a b l e  
chamber, b u t  w e  w & r e  p r e v e n t e d  from e x p l o r i n g  t h i s  f u l l y  by a  p i t c h .  
We surveyed  a  few hundred metres ups t ream fromuscreaming Frog" and 
found s e v e r a l  r e a s o n a b l e  l e a d s  i n  one o f  t h e  most e n j o y a b l e  c a v i n g  
t r i p s  I  have e v e r  done,  and nea.rly my l a s t .  I u s e d  my Rappel R.ack. a s  
a F i f i  hook on a  p i t c h  t o p  t r a v e r s e  a t  "Six Molar". A s  soon a s  I 
removed my weight  from t h i s ,  i t  l e a p t  o u t  i n  my hands ,  s o  beware o f  
n o t  t i g h t e n i ~ g  your  s c r e w g a t e  k r a b s .  

The p o r t e r s  were never  keen t o  c a r r y  f i rewood from very  f a r  away t o  
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t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c a m p f i r e .  T h i s  meant t h a t  t rees  were o f t e n  s k i l l -  
f u l l y  f e l l e d  i n t o  t h e  camp i t s e l f ,  w i t h  n e v e r  a men t ion  o f  t h e  word ,  
" t imbe r " .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  s p o n t a n e o u s  t r e e f a l - l ,  t h i s  f e d  t o  a  keen  
s u s p i c i o n  o f  c r e a k i n g  s o u n d s .  

We set  o f f  on  t h e  f o u r  day walk  t o  t h e  r o a d ,  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  a p o r t e r s  
s t r i k e  a t  A t e a .  I t  w a s  h a r d  t o  p i c k  up  t h e  t r a c k  i n  p l a c e s ,  p a x t i c u -  
l a r l y  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l s  u s e  b r i g h t l y  c o l o u r e d  t r a c k  m a r k i n g  t a p e  f o r  
h a i r  d e c o r a . t i o n .  F i r s t  n i g h t  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  h o t  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r  and 
f l e a s  a t  K i r u p e s  h o u s e ,  a f t e r  a c o l d  w e t  d a y .  The rest o f  t h e  wa lk  
was r e a l l y  e x c e l l e n t ,  w a n d e r i n g  t h r o u g h  s p e c t a c u l a r  arete  k a r s t  up  t o  
t h e  panorama o f  a n i n e  t h o u s a n d  f o o t  pa .ss .  I ts  q u i t e  s o m e t h i n g  walk-  - 
i n g  p a s t  a moun ta in  h i g h e r  t h a n  M t .  Tasma,n t h a t  h a s  no  t ree l i n e .  I n  
t h e  l a s t  day one  o f  o u r  crew was r i p p e d  o f f  b p  a p i c k p o c k e t  i n ,  o f  a l l  
p l a c e s ,  a  p o l i c e m a n ' s  home. W e  f i n a l l y  a l l  s q u e e z e d  i n t o  t h e  Expedi -  
t i o n  L a n d c r u i s e r  f o r  a m a s s i v e  b i n g e  a t  Hagen.  

Mee t ing  t h e  many c h a , r a c k e r s  amongst  A u s t r a l i a n  and  o v e r s e a s  c a v e r s  
was enough t o  make t h e  t r i p  w o r t h w h i l e .  Also I l e a r n ' t  a l o t  o f  
c o u r s e .  The method o f  s u r v e y i n g  w h i l e  you a c t u a l l y  e x p l o r e d  w a s  i n  
s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  my Tasmanian e x p e r i e n c e s .  I had  hoped  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  
r e a l l y  d e e p ,  b u t  a l l  areas: L e g a r i ,  Hega ibagu ,  Mamo, Atea and  t h e  
N a l i  p r o v e d  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  S h a l e  l a y e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  
v a r y i n g  q u a l i t y  l i m e s t o n e  res t r ic t  what  would  o t h e r w i s e  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
v e r t i c i l . 1  p o t e n t i a l ,  t hough  t h e r e  may b e  some r a y  o f  hope as "Kananda 
Pugwa" h a s  s i n c e  gone  t o  o v e r  500 metres. 

Mamo was t h e  s u c c e s s  s t o r y ,  w i t h  "Mamo Kananda" y i e l d i n g  24 k i l o m e t r e s  
o f  passa .ge u p  t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  my l e a v i n g .  I t  h a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  b e e n  
l i n k e d  t o  "Kananda Pugwa" and e x t e n d e d  t o  o v e r  f i f t y  k i l o m e t r e s .  The 
c h a l l e n g e  now a t  Mamo would b e  t o  l i n k  s e p a r a t e  d o l i n e  n e t w o r k s  i n  a 
" s k i e s  t h e  l i m i t "  t y p e  s i t u a t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  w o r t h  a n o t h e r  t r i p .  I r i a n  
J a y a  a l s o  h a s  much p o t e n t i a l ,  and j o i n i n g  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t h e r e  would  
have  t h e  added  l u r e  o f  K a r s t e n s  Pyramind  a t  l 6 ,OOOfee t .  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  I ' d  recommend e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  eve rybody  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  b u t  t h e n  
a g a i n ,  c a n ' t  w a i t  f o r  N e t t l e b e d .  

N i  c.k Hume . 

WANTED -..- 

ICE CLIMBING GEAR: ICE HAMMER, ICE SCREWS, 
SNOW STAKES ETC. 

CONTACT ROLAN EBERHARD 39 6448 (H) 

AND NOW FOR THE LATE NEWS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ---- 
F o l l o w i n g  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  on Sunday ,  Sep tember  10 t o  d i v e  t h e  
wreck  o f  t h e  S . S .  Nord o f f  Cape P i l l a r ,  Nick Hume and  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  

- t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  J u n e e  R e s u r g e n c e .  Accompanied by  S t u a r t  
f o r  m o r a l  s u p p o r t  and g e n e r a l  s h e r p a d u t i e s ,  t h e y  d i v e d  t h e  sump t o  
check  o u t  t h e i r  f i x e d  l i n e s ,  s u r v e y  t h e  submerged  s e c t i o n  and  t a k e  
p h o t o s  f o r  t h e  g r a n d  c h i l d r e n .  

N i c k ' s  f l a s h  r e f u s e d  t o ,  s o  h e  g r a b b e d  t h e  l i n e  ree l  and  l e f t  t h e  
s u r v e y  t o  S t e f a n .  P r o c e e d i n g  f rom t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i x e d  l i n e  on a. 
s t a r b o a r d  c o u r s e ,  h e  emerged a f t e r  a b o u t  30m t r a v e l  i n  a  2m wide  and  
5 m  l o n g  chamber c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s t r a w s  h a n g i n g  f rom t h e  r o o f  a b o u t  5m 
above .  ! 

F o r  t h o s e  who d o n ' t  see t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s ,  Nick had  f o u n d  t h e  
f i r s t  a i r  chamber i n  t h e  s y s t e m  and  by k e e p i n g  even  f u r t h e r  t o  s t a r -  
boaxd on a f u t u r e  d i v e  t h e r e  is a  v e r y  good chance  o f  e m e r g i n g  i n  more 
e x t e n s i v e  a i r  chambers  ! 




