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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 

Annual S u b s c r i p t i o n s  $5.00 S i n g l e  c o p i e s  50C Non Members $1.00 

P r e s i d e n t  : Trevor  W a i l e s ,  47  Waterworks Rd, Dynnyrne, 7005 
Ph. 34 4862 

S e c r e t a r y  : Andrew B r i g g s ,  114 Vantona Rd, Sandy Bay, 7005 
Ph. 25 1801  

T r e a s u r e r  : Diana D a v i e s ,  23  A r t h u r  S t ,  North H o b a r t ,  7000 
Ph. 20 2669 ( W )  

E d i t o r  : S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  7  Ruper t  AV,  Newtown, 7008 
Ph. 28  3054 

T y p i s t :  J e a n i n e  Dav ies ,  114 Vantona Rd, Sandy Bay, 7005 
Ph.  25 1801  

FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Many t h i n g s  w i l l  b e  happening d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  few weeks b e f o r e  t h e  
Eberhards  and Nick-0-Tine Hume head o f f  t o  N . Z .  Hopefu l ly  p l e n t y  
w i l l  a l s o  be happening w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  away t o o !  

T r i p s  planned i n c l u d e  : Niagara  P o t  
Cauldron P o t  
S e r e n d i p i t y  
Ann -A-Kananda 
M t .  Weld a r e a  
Growling S w a l l e t  

Da.tes f o r  t h e s e  are h a r d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s o  i f  y o u ' r e  keen t o  go on any 
o f  t h e s e  ].et someone know, l i k e  Trev  o r  Nick. 

O t h e r  t h i n g s  happening i n c l u d e  t h e  u s u a l  a r r a y  o f  m e e t i n g s .  

Wed. Nov. 3 SOCIAL MEETING 8pm a t  7 Rupert AV. 

Wed. Nov. 15 -..-.v.--..--- COMMITTEE MEETING Be t h e r e  i f  y o u ' r e  on t h e  committee!  
Usual  t i m e  and p l a c e .  

Wed. Nov. 24 PUB NITE Which pub? See Trev .  h e ' s  t h e  e x p e r t  on pubs!  

Wed. Dec. 1 --- SOCIAL MEETING -- Same o l d  t i m e  and p l a c e .  

Chr i s tmas  --- EXIT CAVE See Andrew f o r  more d e t a i l s .  
Weekend 

Aus t ra . l i a  Day JUDDS CAVERN -.- ... See Rick Tunney f o r  t h i s  one .  
l o n g  weekend 
Jan, 29-31, 1983 

EDITOR1 AL - 
Well f o l k s ,  what a month its been!  B i g  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  Growling S w a l l e t  
w i t h  about  560m e x t r a  su.rveyed i n  one t r i p  and heaps  more found and 
o v e r  l O O m  su rveyed  t h e  n e x t  week. Combined w i t h  a  f l o o d  t h i s  made f o r  
b o t h  exci tement  and drama i n  t h e  one t r i p .  

O t h e r  b i g  d i s c o v e r i e s  have been e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  b u t  more 
o f  t h a t  i n  a f u t u r e  i s s u e  - t h a t  p i e c e  o f  i n f o  is c l a s s i f i e d  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  . . . . . . . . . . 
Enough of t h i s  r a v i n g , o n  w i t h  t h e  S p e l e o  S p i e l ,  A u s t r a l i a ' s  t o p  c a v i n g  
mag . 

STUART NICHOLAS 
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UDD BITS 

* TCC seems t o  b e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  h i g h  ( s h o u l d  t h a t  
b e  low?)  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  W e  are even  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  as far as 
S p e l e o  S p i e l  p r o d u c t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d .  S t u a r t  and  C h r i s  h a v e  
be tween  them r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  an o f f s e t  p r i n t i n g  m a c h i n e ,  an  
e l e c t r o s t a t i c  p l a t e - m a k e r  ( " n e e d s  s l i g h t  r e p a i r "  ! ) and an IBM 
E l e c t r i c  g o l f - b a l l  t y p e w r i t e r .  The l a s t  two e d i t i o n s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  
w i t h  t h i s  g e a r  a s  w i l l  t h i s  and. a l l  f u t u r e  e d i t i o n s .  Needless  t o  
s a y  t h e  owners  are k e e n  t o  r e c o u p  t h e i r  c ap i t a . 1 ,  s o  i f  you. know o f  
any o t h e r  c l u b / s o c i e t y  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  s o  on t h a t  n e e d  p r i n t i n g ,  l e t  
u s  know. 

* T a l k i n g  a b o u t  TCCts  boom, o u r  c l u b  n i t e s  have become s o m e t h i n g  t o  
w r i t e  home a b o u t .  From t h e  somewhat s c r u n g y  s u r r o u n d s  o f  t h e  Wheat- 
s h e a f  w e  have s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  months ( n o t  l i t e r a l l y ! )  a t  
Wins ton  C h u r c h i l l ' s  B a r ,  o n e  o f  H o b a r t l s  more t r e n d y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  
The c l u b  is  on a p e a k ,  we can  o n l y  g o  down! 

* T h a t  w i l d  man f rom way b a c k ,  Geoff F i s h e r  h a s  s e t t l e d  down t o  
s u b u r b a n  b l i s s  i n  a h o u s e  r e c e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  by Geof f  a n d  Lucy.  H i s  
new a d d r e s s  is 4 Truman Avenue,  

Lenah V a l l e y .  
When is t h e  h o u s e  warming p a r t y ,  Geof f??  

* Need le s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  a n n u a l  i n f l u x  o f  c a v e r s  f rom t h a t  large B a s s  
S t r a i t  i s l a n d  be tween  T a s s i e  and  New Guinea w i l l  o c c u r  t h i s  summer. 
SUSS w i l l  be  a t  Mole Creek  f rom Nov. 30 t o  Dec. 7 ,  Maydena f rom 
D e c .  8 t o  D e c .  17 a n d  I d a  Bay f rom t h e n  u n t i l  Dec. 26. They are 
k e e n  t o  cave  w i t h  anyone  f rom o u r  c l u b  s o  i f  you '  re  i n t e r e s t e d  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  is t h e r e .  SSS w i l l  b e  ca .ving h e r e  d u r i n g  J a n .  
83. They i n t e n d  t o  do o r  t r y  a n d  do K . D . ,  Dwarowdelf ,  Ice Tube ,  
Welcome S t r a n g e r  ( t h a t ' l l  b e  t o u g h ! )  Kub la ,  Ghengh i s ,  e tc .  I 
g u e s s  t h e y  would welcome l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  

* Moan, g r o a n ,  mumble, e t c .  These  words  are o f  t e n  i s s u e d  by  o u r  
q u a r t e r m a s t e r  when g e a r  is bo r rowed  and  n o t  r e t u r n e d  prompt l -y .  
I t  is m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a l l  g e a r  bo r rowed ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a m p s ,  
is r e t u r n e d ,  p r e f e r a b l y  washed ,  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  e a c h  
weekend.  I f  you c a n n o t  go  c a v i n g  b e c a u s e  of a  l a c k  o f  g e a r  t h a t  'S 
t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  b o r r o w e r !  

* The Tasmanian W i l d e r n e s s  S o c i e t y  h a s  e s p e c i a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  
TCC s u p p l y  them w i t h  a  l ist  o f  members names f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
m a i l i n g  a "c .onserva t i .on  k i t "  t o  p e o p l e  who may h a v e  some sympathy 
w i t h  t h e  Dams i s s u e .  They h a v e  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  meet t h e  c o s t  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  a d d r e s s e s ,  w i l l  o n l y  u s e  them o n c e ,  w i l l  n o t  p o s t  them 
on  t o  any o t . he r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  w i l l  n o t  keep  a. c o p y .  A s  t h e r e  
seems l i t t l e  r i s k  o f  f u r t h e r  u n s o l i c i t e d  m a i l  we a g r e e d  t o  h e l p  
them w i t h  what t h e y  f e e l  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  p r o j e c t .  

* You may have  n o t i c e d  s d h b g  d i f f e r e n t  abou t  t h i s  e d i t i o n  - i t ' s  
g o t  a  new c o v e r !  Taken by  Andrew B r i g g s ,  t h e  p i c  is t h e  e n t r a n c e  
o f  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  w i t h  T r e v .  i n  s i l h o u e t t e  ( a  shadow o f  h i s  
f o r m e r  s e l f ,  you m i g h t  s a y ) .  T h i s  s h o t  w i l l  o ccupy  t h i s  p r e s t i g i o u s  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  a b o u t  t h e  n e x t  t w e l v e  months  s o  d o n ' t  compla in  i f  
i t ' s  b o r i n g  a n d  you d i d n ' t  s u b m i t  a p i c  f o r  s e l e c t i o n .  

FLORENTI NE VALLEY 

S .  E b e r h a r d ,  I .  E b e r h a r d  ( v i s i t o r )  

The s k i i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  M t .  Mawson were t e r r i b l e  so  w e  l e f t  e a r l y  
a n d  d r o v e  o u t  t o  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y .  

F i r s t l y ,  w e  e x p l o r e d  a c o u p l e  o f  small  h o l e s  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  
o f  S e t t l e m e n t  Road, o n l y  200m b e f o r e  B e g i n n e r s  Luck. H o l e  l is 
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50m from t h e  r o a d  on t o p  o f  t h e  s m a l l  r i d g e .  The 
e n t r a n c e  is b e s i d e  a l a r g e  b u r n t  log and  descends down a 45O s l o p e  
f o r  12m t o  a mud choke. Hole 2  is o n l y  30m N.W. o f  Hole 1 and is 
a  narrow bedding-plane s lot  d r o p p i n g  i n t o  a  s m a l l  chamber w i t h  no 
c o n t i n u a t i o n .  

A f u r t h e r  200m back up t h e  r o a d  a s m a l l  s t r e a m  emerges from a l i m e -  
s t o n e  h i l l o c k  and f lows  under  t h e  r o a d  ( N .  t o  S . ) .  The stream can 
be f o l l o w e d  underground f o r  some o f  i t ' s  l e n g t h  w i t h  s e v e r a l  d a y l i g h t  
h o l e s  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s .  We d i d  n o t  e x p l o r e  upstream p a s t  t h e  last 
d a y l i g h t  h o l e  s o  t h e r e  is st i l l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t r i p .  We 
f i n i s h e d  o f f  t h e  day w i t h  an e n j o y a b l e  g r o v e l  through Beg inners  Luck 
and Womguano. 

STEFAN EBERHARD 
......................................... 

MOUNT ANNE 24 th  t o  2 6 t h  September 

P a r t y :  S t e f a n  and Rolan E b e r h a r d ,  Nick Hume. 

On t h e  way up we looked a t  some k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  Anne's 
n o r t h  e a s t  r i d g e  e x p l o r i n g  a s m a l l  cave  a d j a c e n t  t o  a  choked s w a l l e t .  
I n c l u d i n g  t h i s  d e t o u r  i t  took  u s  f i v e  h o u r s  from c a r  t o  camps i t e  i n  
"Anne-0-Kananda" , an i m p r e s s i v e  d o l i n e  over look ing  " K e l l a r s  C e l l a r "  
and i n d e e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  f e a t u r e  on t h e  r i d g e .  E x c e l l e n t  views o f  t h e  
arete  k a r s t ,  a g a i n s t  a  backdrop o f  t h e  South  West made a  welcome 
change from t h e  t e d i o u s  bushscape  o f  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e .  A good Ane- t ido te ,  
you migh t  s a y .  

"Anne-0-Kananda" h a s  a  l a r g e  overhang  r e m i n i s c e n t  of  a n o t h e r  cave .  T h i s  
is a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  d o l o m i t e  c o l l a p s i n g  from under its conglomerate  
o v e r b u r d e n .  The roof  was i d e a l  f o r  camping under and t h e  p l a c e  was 
l i b e r a l l y  s t rewn w i t h  f i r e w o o d ,  ice t o  m e l t  f o r  w a t e r  and ,  less u s e f u l l y ,  
mumified r i n g  t a i l  possums. Smoke from o u r  f i r e  was something o f  a  
n u i s a n c e  i n  t h e  s t a g n a n t  a i r .  

Metres from camp was a l e a d  w e  c rawled  a l o n g  t o  t h e  t o p  of a  s h o r t  
p i t c h  w i t h  a  c a i r n  l e f t  by S t e f a n  from a p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  We improv i sed  
a  h a n d l i n e  w i t h  me a s  anchor  p o i n t  and S t e f  "SUSSED" o u t  r e a s o n a b l e  
chamber worthy o f  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p r e f e r a b l y  a f t e r  a n i g h t ' s  
rest.  

From t h e  r i m  of "Anne-0-Kananda" i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  throw a s t o n e  i n t o  
" K e l l a r s  C e l l a r " ;  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  t a k e s  a  w h i l e  t o  g e t  t h e r e  your-  
self t h a n k s  t o  t h e  h e c t i c  s c r u b .  S t e f a n  and I  r i g g e d  t h i s  p i t c h  - 
a t  115metres i t  is  A u s t r a l i a ' s  b i g g e s t ,  and i ts f i r s t  and o n l y  
p r e v i o u s  descen t  was done e l e v e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  on l a d d e r !  

We had  one 51 metre and two 43.7 metre (marked a s  60metre and 50metre 
r e s p e c t i v e 1 y ) r o p e s  which ,  as i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  l e f t  u s  w i t h  o n l y  a coup le  
o f  metres t o  s p a r e .  Descent  w a s  made from t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  o f  t h e  
t h r e e  e n t r a n c e  h o l e s  and o u r  r i g g i n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  c o w t a i l  g i v i n g  
access t o  t h e  main p i t c h  below t h e  l . i p .  Th i s  main p i t c h  w a s  t i e d  
back to  a h e a d e r ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  need f o r  p r o t e c t o r s  - hooray ! 

I c a u t i o u s l y  l e d  o f f  w h i l s t  Rolan c h a n t e d  "We're a l l  g o i n g  t o  d i e  
anyway . . . . . . . ", accompanied by a h a i l  of  snowba l l s  from S t e f a n .  
"What 'S t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a snowman and a  snow-woman . . . . . . . . . . ? " 
Three  k n o t s  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h i s  mindbending a b s e i l .  The e n t r a n c e  h o l e s  
merge i n t o  a  l a r g e  s i n g l e  s h a f t  o f  some 30metres i n  d i a m e t e r .  Up 
w a s  a  s o b e r i n g  view o f  t h e  b r i d g e  w e  c l imbed o v e r  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  p i t c h -  
t o p .  Down, i t  a l l  f a d e d  away t o  t h e  g r e y n e s s  of  t h e  scree s l o p e s  
a t  t h e  bot tom, The end o f  t h e  r o p e  w a s  t o o  d i s t a n t  t o  be s e e n  and 
c r e a t e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  b e i n g  suspended i n  deep w a t e r  - orgasm! I 
r e t r e a t e d  from t h e  rope  as Stefa.n commenced h i s  d e s c e n t .  One of  t h e  
o b j e c t s  r i c o c h e t i n g  about  m e  was t h e  wing n u t  from h i s  whale  t a i l ,  a  
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few d i s t a n t  o b s c e n i t i e s  were h e a r d ,  a l t e r i n g  t o  e c s t a t i c  y e l p s .  

The chamber w a s  on a scale un ique  i n  T a s s i e ,  one breakdown b o u l d e r  
b e i n g  t h e  s i z e  of  a two s t o r y  pub. We wandered a b o u t  s u r v e y i n g ,  
t a k i n g  p h o t o s ,  s o a k i n g  i t  a l l  up. S t e f a n  checked o u t  a s t e e p l y  
ascend ing  i n l e t  p a s s a g e  t h a t  went up abou t  30-40 metres b e f o r e  
becoming i m p o s s i b l e .  Lunchtime w a s  s p e n t  l a r g e l y  g a z i n g  upward, 
a f t e r  which Rolan and S t e f a n  r i g g e d  t h e  f i n a l  7 metre p i t c h  and 
proceeded t o  l o s e  themse lves  i n  t h e  maze o f  t h e  t e r m i n a l  b o u l d e r  
choke. 

Our cameras fo l lowed  S t e f a n  i n  h i s  f i f t e e n  minute r a c e  back t o  t h e  
t o p ,  w h i l e  I l e d  Rolan i n  a  more s e d a t e  tandem p r u s i k  o u t .  The 
e x t r a n e o u s  rope  bounce o f  a n o t h e r  p r u s i k e r  was a  b i t  o f  a p a i n  
d u r i n g  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  k n o t s ,  s p i n  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o o !  H a u l i n g  
t h e  r o p e s  and g e a r  pack was a l s o  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  - w e  l e f t  two 
c o i l s  on t h e  p a t h  t o  "Col-in-Cavern" f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day.  

That  n i g h t  S t e f a n  f a n c i e d  a n o t h e r  look  a t  t h e  l e a d  i n  "Backyard", 
w i t h  Rolan e v e n t u a l l y  v o l u n t e e r i n g  t o  assist .  For  my p a r t  I 
promised t o  have a b r e w  r e a d y  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n .  Much l a t e r ,  ". . . . 
. . . hey Nick,  wake up . . . . .. you know t h a t  chamber below t h e  hand- 
l i n e  . . . . w e l l ,  Rolan pushed a r e a l l y  animal  squeeze  a t  t h e  e n d  of 
i t  and  found a p i t c h  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  i t  r e a l l y  g o e s  . . . . . . . w h e r e ' s  
o u r  cup o f  t e a ? "  "Groan, Grumble, w a s  I s t i l l  dreaming?" 

Next morning snow was f a l l i n g  o u t s i d e  a s  we headed o f f  t o  f u r t h e r  
e x p l o r e  t h i s  l e a d ,  n o t  "Col-in-Cavern". A bypass  around R o l a n ' s  
squeeze  was found t o  t h e  t o p  o f  a  s h o r t  p i t c h ,  r i g g i n g  was e f f e c t e d  
from a dubious  neck between two b l o c k s ,  backed up by an even more 
d o u b t f u l  b o u l d e r .  We a l l  s h a r e d  my r a c k  t o  descend t h i s  and found 
a substantial chamber, w a l l e d  i n  b l a c k e n e d  h e l i c t i t e s  a.nd t h e  
u n s t a b l e  b r e a  kdown o f  t h e  f l o o r  r e q u i r e d  c a u t i o n  o f  movement. 
Through t h i s  f a l s e  f l o o r  a f u r t h e r  l a r g e  chamber c o u l d  b e  s e e n  some 
15 metres below, t h e  number of  obv ious  ways of  r e a c h i n g  t h i s  a l l  
r e q u i r e d  r i g g i n g ,  b u t  w e  found a s t e e p  ramp a t  t h e  n o r t h  end  of  
o u r  p r e s e n t  chamber t h a t  l e d  down o v e r  enormous, m a l e v o l e n t  l o o k i n g  
b l o c k s  i n t o  t h e  same g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

S t e f a n  had q u i t e  a t a s k  drawing up t h i s  complex p l a c e  f o r  a s u r v e y .  
The major  l e a d s  h e r e  r e q u i r e d  more r i g g i n g  g e a r  which w e  d i d n ' t  
have t o  descend t o  what l o o k e d  l i k e  a n o t h e r  s i z a b l e  chamber,  however,  
w e  managed t o  downclimb i n t o  a d i f f e r e n t  a r e a ,  where a na r row,  
p h r e a t i c a l l y  deve loped  r i f t  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  w e s t e r l y  t r e n d  o f  t h e  cave .  
Rolan and S t e f a n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  push t h i s  b u t  w e  w e r e  r u n n i n g  o u t  of 
t i m e  t o  ach ieve  any s u c c e s s ,  though a good d r a f t  t h r o u g h  i t  i n d i c a t e d  
s i z a b l e  chamber beyound.  We s h a r e d  t h e  one SRT r i g  o u t  o f  t h e  p l a c e .  
A f t e r  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  r o p e s  a t  "Kellars" a n o t h e r  t h r e e  h o u r s  saw u s  
"sucking t i n n i e s "  a t  t h e  car. 

"Anne-0-Kananda" seems t o  b e  e v o l v i n g  from t h e  s c r u n g y  breakdown o f  
i ts u p p e r  l e v e l s  t o  more p r o m i s i n g  development a s  i t  g o e s  d e e p e r  
and i t  is p l e a s a n t l y  d r y  t h r o u g h o u t .  A f u t u r e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  h e l d  
o v e r  s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  undescended p i t c h e s  o f  t h i s  s i t e ,  
p l u s  t h e  many o t h e r  d o l i n e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  would be most w o r t h w h i l e .  
The i n c e n t i v e  of 700metre p o t e n t i a l  is enough f o r  a r e t u r n  t r i p ,  
t r o u b l e  is when? 

Stefan 's  s u r v e y i n g  r e v e a l e d  a t o t a l  o f  260metres o f  e x p l o r e d  
p a s s a g e  f o r  t h i s  c a v e ,  w i t h  a p l a n  l e n g t h  of 211 metres. F o r  
"Kellars C e l l a r "  o u r  115 metres f o r  t h e  main p i t c h  is  a t  v a r i a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  1971 estimate o f  1 2 8  metres, a l though  w e  w e r e  i n  a g r e e -  
ment w i t h  155 metres f o r  t o t a l  d e p t h .  Beware o f  b e i n g  caugh t  s h o r t  
on TCC r o p e s ,  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  l a b e l l i n g  is i n  d i r e c t  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  
Trade  D e s c r i p t i o n  A c t  ! 

NICK HUME 
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F l o r e n t i n e  Val ley  9-10-82 -- 
T r e v o r  Wai les ,  Rolan and S t e f a n  Eberhard  

O r i g i n a l l y  d e s t i n e d  a s  a  no-nonsense Growling S w a l l e t  push t r i p ,  t h e  
t h r e e  o f  u s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  F8 r o a d  i n  c o l d  d i s m a l  wea the r  
b e f o r e  d e c i d i n g ,  i n s t e a d ,  t o  e x p l o r e  some o f  t h e  h o l e s  above S e r e n d i -  
p i t y .  An impress ive  series of  s h a f t s  o c c u r  on t h e  c o n t a c t  a t  t h e  
head o f  t h e  S e r e n d i p i t y  v a l l e y .  We began i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  s h a f t s  a t  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  r i m  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  worked o u r  way back 
a l o n g  t h e  c o n t a c t .  A l l  t h e  c a v e s  w e r e  su rveyed  as e x p l o r e d  w h i l s t  
Rolan and Trevor s t a r t e d  a  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y  l i n k i n g  a l l  t h e  e n t r a n c e s .  

Benson P o t ,  t h e  first h o l e  checked o u t ,  was narrow and sc rungy  and was 
l a d d e r e d  t o  a  dep th  o f  13.2m b e f o r e  choking o f f .  The n e x t  t h r e e  p o t s  
a r e  a l l  ve ry  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  and were descended as Trev .  l i t  up y e t  
a n o t h e r  c i g a r r e t t e .  Hedges P o t  ( h o l e  2 )  was s imply  a 12m p i t c h  t o  
an a b r u p t  end.  Hole 3  was o n l y  7.3m deep t o  t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  
l a d d e r ;  a  b i t  o f  d i g g i n g  may a l l o w  a c c e s s  i n t o  a  f u r t h e r  s h a f t  
c o n t i n u i n g  below. Hole 4  was a 9m p o t  which cou ld  b e  f ree -c l imbed  
down a s t e e p  ~ u d d y  s l o p e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  no more p r o g r e s s  c o u l d  be  
made due t o  a  l o g  and v e g e t a b l e  d e b r i s  choke. Hole 5  had a  t r e e  
growing j u s t  above t h e  s m a l l  e n t r a n c e  which formed a  conven ien t  
anchor  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  13m o f  l a d d e r  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a c h  a  s m a l l  poo l  
a t  t h e  bot tom.  A 5m cl imb up one w a l l  r e v e a l e d  a  h i g h  aven e x t e n d i n g  
r i g h t  up t o  a  roof  of  t h e  Permian c a p r o c k .  

The s i x t h  hole ( P i t t a  P a t t a  P o t )  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  s h a f t  
w i t h  a  s m a l l  n a t e r f a l l  c a s c a d i n g  o v e r  t h e  e a s t e r n  r i m .  A 21.5m 
p i t c h  w a s  fo l lowed by a  7m s l o p e  h e a d i n g  t o  a s m a l l  h o l e  th rough  which 
t h e  s t r e a m  flowed b e f o r e  d ropp ing  i n t o  a n o t h e r  s h a f t .  T h i s  was t h e  
most promis ing  h o l e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and w a r r a n t s  a  r e t u r n  i n  d r i e r  
c o n d i t i o n s .  Only 4m from P i t t a  P a t t a  P o t  is a  s m a l l  e n t r a n c e  benea th  
an overhang - two h o r i z o n t a l  p a s s a g e s  l e a d  o f f  b u t  b o t h  become t o o  
t i g h t  a f t e r  a  few metres. 

Hole 7  is  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  r i m  o f  a l a r g e  d o l i n e ;  i t  is  a  
s t r i k i n g l y  c y l i n d r i c a l  s h a f t  c a r r y i n g  a s m a l l  stream i n  w e t  c o n d i t i o n s .  
From t h e  base  of t h e  25m e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  a  s h o r t  s e c t i o n  of  passage  
l e a d s  t o  a very w e t  4 m  d rop  r e q u i r i n g  a h a n d l i n e .  D i s a p p o i n t i n g l y ,  
t h e  stream soon f lowed th rough  a r a b b i t - s i z e d  h o l e  which c o u l d  
p r o b a b l y  be  e n l a r g e d  w i t h  some work. T o t a l  depth  e q u a l s  33m. 

The f i n a l  cave o f  t h e  day w a s  v i s i t e d  a s  Rolan and Trevor  began t h e  
s u r f a c e  t r a v e r s e  back to S e r e n d i p i t y .  I t  is a  s m a l l  g r o t t y  s w a l l e t  
i n  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  v a l l e y ;  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  g r o v e l  and squeeze  
one 'S way dovin t o  t h e  t o p  of  a t a l u s  b lockage .  

From S e r e n d i p i t y ,  t h e  su rvey  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  on down t h e  v a l l e y ,  t a k i n g  
i n  a coup le  more e n t r a n c e s  e n - r o u t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  F r o s t  P o t  which is 
55m deep .  

A f a s t  pace back a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k  e v e n t u a l l y  saw t h e  s u r v e y  t i e d  i n t o  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  of Growling S w a l l e t ,  j u s t  i n  t i n e  t o  b e  o u t  o f  t h e  g a t e  
by 5.30pm. A very  p r o d u c t i v e  day w i t h  n i n e  new caves  e x p l o r e d  and 
2kms su rveyed .  

STEFAN EBERHARD 

F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o  i n  Growling S w a l l e t  
Towards t h e  Black $&mp 

Over t h e  l a s t  y e a r  Growling S w a l l e t  and i ts  s u r r o u n d i n g  water -shed 
h a s  come under a l o t  of a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  TCC. T h i s  h a s  come abou t  
i n i t i a l l y  f r o g  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  and s u s t a i n e d  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  h i g h  
r i f t  a r e a  j u s t  up from t h e  first sump. With t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and 
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e f f o r t  t h a t  h a s  been spen t  on j u s t  a  few o f  t h e  knownleads, t h e  
l e n g t h  o f  GS h a s  r i s e n  from j u s t  o v e r  h a l f  a  k i l o m e t r e  t o  what i s  now 
e s t i m a t e d  at  a lmost  3 k i l o m e t r e s .  Very l i t t l e  h a s  been p u b l i s h e d  
r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  c o n t i n u a l  s t e a d y  growth due p a r t l y  t o  s e c r e c y ,  c r o s s e d  
f i n g e r s ,  w r i t e r ' s  cramp and t h e  d e s i r e  t o  p u b l i s h  a  f u l l  account  o f  
t h e  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  what many o f  o u r  members would l i k e  t o  
r e g a r d  a s  an E x p l o r a t i o n  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  Junee F l o r e n t i n e  ( E a r l y  E i g h t -  
i e s ) .  Here is t h e  b r i e f e s t  p o s s i b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  what is known a t  
t h i s  t i m e  i n  what is t h e  most complex and f a s c i n a t i n g  cave sys tem i n  
Tasmania ( p o s s i b l y  A u s t r a l i a ) .  

Gaining e n t r y  t o  t h i s  sys tem is s o  f a r  by t h e  s i n g l e  e n t r a n c e  o f  GS. 
T h i s  r i v e r  p a s s a g e  is fo l lowed  t o  a  v e r y  FLOOD --- prone  a r e a  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  c o n s t r i c t e d  sump. A second  sump f o l l o w s  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
p a s s a g e .  A r i f t  l e a d i n g  from t h e  l e f t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  l e a d s  t o  two f i x e d  
h a n d l i n e  p i t c h e s  upwards t o  f o s s i l  p a s s a g e  and some high avens .  A 
10 metre l a d d e r  p i t c h  drops  i n t o  a s h o r t  walk down t o  a  second  s e p a r a t e  
streamway p o s s i b l y  o r i g i n a t i n g  from Trapdoor S w a l l e t  which sumps a f t e r  
about  two hundred metres. A s i d e  p a s s a g e  on t h e  l e f t  of t h i s  s t r eam-  
way b r i n g s  one t o  Des t iny ,  a h i g h ,  d r y ,  wide p h r e a t i c  s e r p e n t i n e  
p a s s a g e  l e a d i n g  t o  a  26m p i t c h  f i r s t  descended by Trevor Wai les  and 
TonyWhite and fo l lowed t o  a b o u l d e r  p i l e .  Out of  Dest iny  ( h i g h  p a s s a g e )  
is  y e t  a n o t h e r  s i d e  l e a d ,  a g a i n  on t h e  l e f t ,  which j o i n s  a  f o s s i l  
r i f t  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  top  o f  t h e  a l r e a d y  mentioned s h a f t  b u t  a t  t h e  
f a r  s i d e  where a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  e n t e r s .  A three metre climb t o  a l e d g e  
and s q u e e z e  l e a d s  through t o  more avens  and wa lk ing  passage .  There 
a r e  s e v e r a l  go ing  l e a d s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  b u t  only  one has been pushed 
t o  any r e s u l t .  T h i s  is  where t h e  l a s t  t r i p  i n t o  GS was headed.  

A s t r o n g  p a r t y  of  Nick Hume, S t e f a n  Eberhard ,  Rick Koch and Trevor  
Wai les  e n t e r e d  GS i n  low w a t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  c a r r y i n g  f i v e  1 0  metre 
l a d d e r s .  A f t e r  t h e  squeeze  th rough  i n t o  t h e  avens a r e a  a  25metre 
p i t c h  i s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  A t  t h e  b a s e  of  t h i s  is a  narrow r i f t  p a s s a g e  
l e a d i n g  v i a  c l imbs  up and down t o  more avens and a  1 0  met re  p i t c h  
o n t o  a b o u l d e r  p i l e  t h a t  c o v e r s  t h e  f l o o r  of  a  l a r g e  high r i f t .  Here 
w e  s t o p p e d  b r i e f l y  f o r  c h o c o l a t e  and mandarin o ranges  b u t  S t e f a n  
i m p a t i e n t l y  s e t  o f f  on h i s  own o v e r  t h e  rock p i l e  and r e t u r n e d  t o  r e p o r t  
an aven.  H e  then  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n .  
U n t i l  now w e  had been s u r v e y i n g  b u t  a s  S t e f a n  bad c l i n o  and compass 
around h i s  neck w e  s e t  o f f  i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  t o  s e e  what had 
k e p t  him and s o  abandoned t h e  s u r v e y  t h i n k i n g  we cou ld  su rvey  back.  
Almost immedia te ly  we cl imbed down o u t  o f  t h e  t a l u s  i n t o  h i g h  wide 
r i f t  w i t h  t h e  obvious  stream p a s s a g e  ahead o f  u s .  A s m a l l  s t r e a m  
e n t e r e d  from t h e  l e f t  and w e  were soon  wading i n  a  metre o f  w a t e r  cover-  
i n g  a metre o f  mud. The p a s s a g e  which was two metres wide and s t r a i g h t ,  
lowered t o  a  s t o o p  and t h e  r e t u r n i n g  S t e f a n  w a s  q u i t e  e x c i t e d  and 
t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  o f  Master Cave. Turn ing  t o  t h e  r i g h t  l e a d  i n t o  a 
wide chamber w i t h  ano the r  l a r g e  s t r e a m  e n t e r i n g  from t h e  l e f t  and 
runn ing  i n t o  l a r g e  wide p a s s a g e  on t h e  r i g h t .  T h i s  was i n d e e d  
Master  Cave b u t  s h o r t  l i v e d ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  1 0  metres wide ,  c o b b l e  
f l o o r e d  w i t h  a  s i z a b l e  s t r e a m  r a n  f o r  abou t  s e v e n t y  metres b u t  t h e  
roof  lowered and f o r c e d  u s  o n t o  hands  and knees  i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  sump 
( t empora ry ,  I hope) .  Smi les  a l l  r o u n d ,  i n f a c t  o u t r i g h t  l a u g h t e r  b u t  
t h e  sump t o o k  t h e  edge o f f  o u r  s u c c e s s ; l e a d s  were looked f o r  b u t  Bor 
once were m i s s i n g !  Our s u r v e y  w a s  resumed w i t h  Nick s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  
sump h o l d i n g  t h e  t a p e  on t h e  f a r  w a l l .  The streamway was f o l l o w e d  
f o r  n e a r l y  h a l f  a  k i l o m e t r e  p a s t  f l o w s t o n e ,  s t a l s  and c r y s t a l  p o o l s  t o  
a  roof  c o l l a p s e  t h a t  is n e g o t i a b l e .  With Rick f e e l i n g  t h e  c o l d  and 
t i r i n g  from a l l  t h e  exc i t ement  and bordom of  s u r v e y i n g  we t e r m i n a t -  
e d  t h e  s u r v e y  and headed back ( q u i t e  a long  way) t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  where 
Rick was w a i t i n g .  Here w e  s t a r t e d  t o  t i e  i n  o u r  new streamway to  t h e  
abandoned s u r v e y  back a t  t h e  b o u l d e r  p i l e .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  w e  had s p e n t  
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abou t  6 h o u r s  underground and f e l t  w e  ' d  done enough. The r e t u r n  t r i p  
w a s  q u i c k l y  execu ted  and t h e  d e c i s i o n  had  been made t o  l e a v e  t h e  
s y s t e m  r i g g e d  which would s p e e d  our r e t u r n ,  o r  s o  w e  t h o u g h t .  Things  
w e r e  t o o  good t o  be t r u e  u n t i l  w e  p a s s e d  th rough  t h e  r i f t  l e a d i n g  t o  
t h e  first sump i n  GS main p a s s a g e .  The d r a u g h t  w a s  a g a l e  and b i t i n g  
c o l d  a t  t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  mud s l i d e  where Nick p u l l e d  up s h o r t  t o  f i n d  
t h e  sump had  f i l l e d  up. The f r o t h i n g  water edd ied  ominously as Nick 
lowered  h i m s e l f  i n t o  i t  f o r  a s w i m  - a few apprehens ive  s m i l e s  and 
j o k e s  were exchanged and a s e l f  r e s c u e  w a s  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  by  wi th -  
drawing t o  a s a f e r  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n .  Twigs were p l a c e d  a t  water l e v e l  
t o  estimate t h e  r i s e (  ! )  o r  f a l l ( ? )  and  an h o u r  w a s  s p e n t  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  
R i c k ' s  c o n f u s i n g  l a t e r a l  t h i n k i n g  games. The c o l d  w a s  d e s t r u c t i v e  and 
a f t e r  c h e c k i n g  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  which a p p e a r e d  t o  be s u b s i d i n g ,  w e  
moved back  through t h e  r i f t  (much t o  R i c k ' s  dismay) t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  
f irst  h a n d l i n e  p i t c h  which s h o u l d  now b e  named "Refuge Aven". Here 
w e  hudd led  t o g e t h e r  f o r  warmth i n  t h e  da rk  for  perhaps  3 h o u r s .  A t  
l e n g t h  S t e f a n  went t o  check t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  and on r e t u r n  r e p o r t e d  
i t  had f u l l y  s u b s i d e d  b u t  t h e  s t r e a m  w a s  s t i l l  pumping i n .  A d e c i s i o n  
now had t o  b e  made i f  w e  set o f f  now f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  w e  would g e t  c o l d  
and w e t  s o  i f  we d i d ' n t  make it  w e  would b e  i n  a  worse p o s i t i o n  t h a n  o u r  
p r e s e n t  one .  Three of  u s  had been i n  GS i n  h igh  w a t e r  b e f o r e  and i t  was 
c l a s s e d  as s p o r t y .  Our d e c i s i o n  w a s  t o  g o  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  
c a s e  t h e r e  was more water t o  come. W h i l s t  i n  t h e  cave  and t r a p p e d  o u r  
t h o u g h t s  had t u r n e d  t o  Andrew B r i g g s  and J e a n i n e  Davies who had been 
p h o t o g r a p h i n g  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  series.  I t  was obvious  t o  u s  t h a t  t h e y  
would have n o t i c e d  t h e  r i se  i n  water and w i t h  u s  b e i n g  somewhat l a t e  
r e t u r n i n g  may have r a i s e d  t h e  a la rm.  A t  t h e  t ime  t h a t  w e  f i r s t  saw 
t h e  sump up we had no knowledge o f  how q u i c k l y  i t  would d r a i n .  

So w i t h  S t e f a n ' s  r e l a t i v e  good news and o u r  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  go f o r  i t ,  
w e  a te  c h o c o l a t e  and s u l t a n a s ,  r e d r e s s e d ,  i e .  he lmets ,  lamps and packs  
and se t  o f f  down t h e  r i f t  once more. I n d e e d  t h e  sump had c l e a r e d  and 
f r o t h  on t h e  w a l l s  t e s t i f i e d  t h e  d e p t h  t o  have been f i v e  metres above 
t h e  normal s t r e a m  l e v e l  ( n o t  t h e  sump l e v e l ) .  The w a t e r f a l l  pumped 
r e s o n a n t l y  and t h e  a i r  r e v e r b e r a t e d  a lmos t  enough t o  cause  headaches .  
Many o f  t h e  cl imbs on t h e  way o u t  had o b v i o u s l y  seen  a l o t  more water 
a s  t h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  d r i p p i n g .  The r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  w a s  u n e v e n t f u l  
a p a r t  from t h e  w a t e r f a l l  i n  t h e  "dry" way i n  which S t e f a n  f o u g h t  h i s  
way th rough  and dropped a rope  down f o r  u s .  The r e t u r n  w a s  i n d e e d  
s p o r t y  and t h e  r a i n  soaked  n i g h t  a i r  s m e l l e d  good; w e  were o u t ,  s a f e  
and v e r y  c o n f i d e n t  a f t e r  a  1 3  h o u r  t r i p .  The t ime by S t e f a n ' s  watch  
showed 11.30pm and a s t o n e  w i t h  a message s c r a t c h e d  on i n t i m a t e d  Max 
J e f f e r i e s  and  Andrew had been t h e r e  a t  10.3Opm and had gone f o r  h e l p  
r e t u r n i n g  i n  about an hour .  So t o  a v o i d  inconvenience  and keep warm 
w e  headed d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  c a r .  Once t h e r e  i t  was o n l y  a  m a t t e r  of  
t e n  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  o u r  Would be Rescuers  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  
Maydena p o l i c e ,  Yax J e f  f e r i e s  , Andrew B r i g g s  and K i m  Creak;  t h e y  
in fo rmed  u s  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  were on t h e  way from Hobart w i t h  t h e  main 
S and R group on s t andby!  S t e f a n ' s  watch w a s  o v e r  an hour  s low.  

P a r t y :  S t e f a n  % e r h a r d ,  Nick Hume, R i c k a r d  Koch and Trevor  Wailes. 
****** 

THE CONSEQUENCES! 

Many p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  and concern  have  come t o  l i g h t  due t o  t h i s  o u r  
l a t e s t  s o r t i e  i n t o  t h e  f a r  r e a c h e s  o f  GS. The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  
c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e s  a l l  independant  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  l i n k e d  
t o g e t h e r  by independant  f o s s i l  p a s s a g e s ,  t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  is a problem 
f o r  would b e  r e s c u e r s ,  s imply  by l o c a t i n g  t h e  miss ing  p a r t y .  F o r t u n a t e l y  
much o f  GroQling S w a l l e t  is s u r v e y e d  b u t  n o t  f u l l y  drawn u p ,  a l s o  t o  
d e s c r i b e  where a p a r t y  maybe t o  c a v e r s  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  p o s e s  
v a s t  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  as v e r y  few a r e a s  have  been named. T h i s  naming o f  
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areas s h o u l d  b e  a  p r i o r i t y .  To r e c t i f y  t h i s  anyone who h a s  been 
i n v o l v e d  i n  e x p l o r a t i o n  s h o u l d  p u t  their nomenclature suggestions 
no m a t t e r  how i n a n e .  

We had  assumed A.B. would have  n o t i c e d  t h e  rise i n  w a t e r  and t h a t  
t h i s  would b e  t h e  cause  f o r  concern.However,  i t  w a s  n't ! The main 
w a t e r s h e d  f o r  GS is h i g h  i n  t h e  peaks  o f  M t .  F i e l d  West. On t h e  
morning i n  q u e s t i o n  it w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  a f a i r  cover ing  o f  snow 
covered  t h i s  h i g h  a r e a ,  r a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  day obv ious ly  m e l t e d  t h e  
snow and t h e  run  o f f  w a s  r a p i d  and d i r e c t  t a k i n g  pe rhaps  3-4 
h o u r s  t o  r e a c h  GS e n t  r a n c e  w i t h  p e r h a p s  a f u r t h e r  hour t o  
t r a v e r s e  t h e  sys tem t o  t h e  sump. T h i s  estimate would have  p u t  t h e  
maximum o f  f low a t  about  6 t o  7 pm p o s s i b l y  an hour b e f o r e  w e  d i s -  
covered  t h e  w a t e r  rise. O t h e r  s t r e a m s  w i t h  i n  t h e  sys tem d i d  n o t  
seem o v e r  s w o l l e n  a l though  an i n c r e a s e  i n  a i r  movement w a s  p e r c e i v e d .  
The f irst  sump a l though  v e r y  h i g h  r e c e d e d  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y  
i e  p o s s i b l y  3-4 hours .  The c a u s e  f o r  t h e s e  c o n s t r i c t e d  sumps is 
n o t  f u l l y  unders tood  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

E f f o r t  h a s  i n d e e d  been s p e n t  a t  l o c a t i n g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  e n t r a n c e ,  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a s  y e t  none h a s  been d i s c o v e r e d .  This  need h a s  
always been e v i d e n t  a s  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  sump a r e a  h a s  been 
n o t e d  w e l l  i n  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  unseen sump l e v e l s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  as h i g h  
a s  30 metres! With t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  produce  a second e n t r a n c e  emerg- 
ency s u p p l i e s  s h o u l d  be l e f t  i n  a  s u i t a b l e  a r e a  p o s s i b l y  a t  Refuge 
Aven which is  o u t  of t h e  main a i r  b l a s t  a l t h o u g h  i f  t h e  sump were h igh-  
e r  t h e  a i r  f low would b e  a l s o ? !  

S i n c e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  much t a l k  as ensued  as t o  r e s c u e  c a l l o u t  proceed-  
u r e .  To t h e  i n i t i a t e d  2 h o u r s  is n o t  a l o n g  t i m e  t o  be o v e r  due on an 
e x p l o r a t o r y  s u r v e y  t r i p  i n d e e d  i t  c o u l d  be a  l o t  l o n g e r .  Our p a r t y  a s  
i t  happens w a s  one h igh  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  c a p a b i l i t y  and c o n f i d e n c e  
a l t h o u g h  c o l d  w a i t i n g  a round  w e  had s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t  and food  f o r  24 

. h o u r s .  The main danger a s  u s u a l  i n  Tasmanian caves was t h e  c o l d ,  
damp and i n a c t i v e t y  . 
The club's p o l i c y  t o  c a l l o u t  p r o c  e d u r e  was fo l lowed  e f f i c i e n t l y  and 
s e n s i b l y  by A.B. and M .  J. a l t h o u g h  t h e  cause  must have seemed a 
l i t t l e  o b s c u r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

The c a v i n g  p a r t y  i n  q u e s t i o n  would l i k e  t o  thank  K i m  Creak and t h e  
ANM management f o r  t h e i r  c o n c e r n ,  Noel on t h e  g a t e  f o r  f ina l ly  l e t t i n g  
us  o u t  ( i f  somewhat un s t e a d i l y )  a t  2am, t h e  Maydena P o l i c e  b r a n c h  
f o r  t h e i r  obv ious  d e s i r e  t o  do some n i g h t  c a v i n g  . Max J e f f e r i e s  
and P h y l i s  f o r  c o f f e e  and b i s c u i t s  and a l l  t h e  TCC c a l l o u t  g roup  
who a r r i v e d  promptly ready  and  p r e p a r e d  t o  do what was n e c e s s a r y .  

Apologies  a l s o  are o f f e r e d  t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  inconven ience  
a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  f e l t  by some t h a t  w e  (TCC) were slow t o  act a t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of s e r i o u s  i n j u r y .  C e r t a i n l y  o u r  c a l l o u t  s y s t e m  c o u l d  
be  more e f f i c i e n t  b u t  u n t i l -  someth ing  s e r i o u s  happens l i t t l e  w i l l  
be  done u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  as is always  t h e  c a s e !  
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