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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASXANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 
Annual S u b s c r i p t i o n  $5.00 S i n g l e  c o p i e s  50C 

P r e s i d e n t :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  47 Waterworks  Xd, Dynnyrne 7005 Ph 34  4862 

S e c r e t a r y :  Andrew B r i g g s ,  1 1 4  Vantona  Rd, Sandy Bay 7005 Ph 25 1 8 0 1  

T r e a s u r e r :  D iana  D a v i e s ,  23  A r t h u r  S t ,  Nor th  H o b a r t  7000 Ph 2 0  2669 
(Wk 

E d i t o r :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  7 R u p e r t  Ave, N e w  Town 7008  Ph 2 8  3054 

T y p i s t  : Sue  W a i l e s ,  47 Waterworks  Rd, Dynnyrne 7005 Ph 3 4  4862 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FORWARD PROGRAhlME 

I n s t e a d  of  a c t u a l l y  p u t t i n g  d a t e s  and  t r i p s  down i t  is  b e s t  i f  you 
a t t e n d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  o r g a n i s e  t h e  t r i p s  t h a t  you w a n t .  S o c i a l  meets 
(by0  s l i d e s ,  e t c )  a r e  h e l d  on t h e  f i r s t  Wednesday o f  e v e r y  month.  
Committee meets a r e  on t h e  t h i r d  Wednesday - b o t h  o f  t h e s e  are a t  
7 Rupe r t  Avenue and s t a r t  a r o u n d  8 . 0 0  pm. The i n t e r m e d i a t e  Yednesday 
n i g h t s  a r e  c a l l e d  'Pub n i g h t s '  w i t h  an o b v i o u s  l o c a t i o n .  

T r i p s  which  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  month o r  s o  i n c l u d e  
Growl ing  S w a l l e t  , Khazad-dum-Cwarrowdelf t h r o u g h  t r i p ,  S e r e n d i p i t y  
( a g a i n )  and JF341  a s  w e l l  as some b u s h  b a s h i n g  l o o k i n g  f o r  new p o t s .  
I f  you have  an i d e a  f o r  a  t r i p ,  s a y  s o m e t h i n g .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

EDI TOR1 AL 

A c t i o n  a - p l e n t y  t h i s  month w i t h  t r i p s  g o i n g  t o  S e r e n d i p i t y ,  Cau ld ron  
P o t  and  GrowLing S w a l l e t  t o  name a  few ( w e l l ,  m o s t  r e a l l y ) .  
S e r e n d i p i t y  h a s  now been  s u r v e y e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e x t r a  k i l o m e t r e  o r  
s o  found  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  and Growl ing  s e e n  and  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  f u l l  f l o o d  
c o n d i t i o n s  . 
The s u r v e y  f rom Growl ing  u p t o  T r a p d o o r  w a s  r e - r u n  i n  o r d e r  t o  h o p e f u l l y  
e l i m i n a t e  a  p o s s i b l e  e r r o r  o r  two.  Cau ld ron  h a d  a  s p o r t i n g  v i s i t  i n  
h i g h  w a t e r  b u t  seemed s u r p r i s i n g l y  e a s y  u n l i k e  t h e  e p i c s  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  
t e n  y e a r s  ago .  

A 1  l 
t o  a  
Then 

i n  a l l  a  g r e a t  month f o r  t h i s  s u p p o s e d l y  i n a c t i v e  S t a t e  ( a c c o r d i n g  
c e r t a i n  cave  e x p l o r a t i o n  g r o u p )  - w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  a c t i o n  s t a r t s !  - 

t h e  TCC w i l l  s t a r t  a d o p t i n g (  ! ) m a i n l a n d  g r o u p s !  ! 

STUART N I  CHOLAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

TRIVIAL MISCELLANIA 

* A r e c e n t  s h o r t  v i s i t  by  F rench  c a v e r ,  J e a n - P a u l  S o u n i e r ,  may h e l p  
t o  p u t  u s  on t h e  w o r l d  c a v i n g  map. J e a n - P a u l ,  who h a s  done s u c h  
n o t a b l e s  a s  J e a n - B e r n a r d  ( t h e   world.'^ d e e p e s t  known) a n d  PS14, w a s  
v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  by o u r  s c e n e  h e r e  w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
s m a l l - t i m e ,  c e r t a i n l y  p r o v i d e d  him w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  s p o r t .  

* Ex-caver  t u r n e d  c l imbe r /moun t  a i n e e r  and u l t r a  mara thon  c a n o e i s t  
P a u l  Ca f fyn  w i l l  s h o r t l y  f i n i s h  h i s  s o l o  . c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
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A u s t r a l i a n  mainland by canoe.  The t r i p  w i l l  have t aken  a lmos t  
e x a c t l y  a  y e a r  and f o l l o w s  s i m i l a r  t r i p s  around New Zealand and 
l a s t  y e a r  Great  B r i t a i n .  

* For  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  go ing  up i n s t e a d  of  down, Geoff Wayatt  h a s  
s e n t  a  c a t a l o g u e  and p r i c e  l ist of a l p i n e  c l imbing  equipment ,  
c l o t h i n g  and o t h e r  b i t s  and p i e c e s .  Geoff r u n s  a  mounta inee r ing  
s c h o o l  from Wanaka i n  New Zea land ,  b u t  is o r i g i n a l l y  from Hobar t .  
A l o t  of  t h e  g e a r  he s e l l s  is made by him, f i e l d  t e s t e d  on h i s  
c o u r s e s  and e x p e d i t i o n s  and hence is proven b o t h  i n  d u r a b i l i t y  and 
u s e f u l n e s s .  See S t u a r t  i f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  s o r t  of  g e a r .  

* Nick Hume, Rolan Eberhard  and S t e f a n  Eberhard  a r e  o f f  t o  NZ a t  
Chr is tmas  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  N e t t l e b e d  e x p e d i t i o n ,  do G r e e n l i n k ,  
Harwood's Hole and a  few o t h e r  c l a s s i c s ,  spend  some t i m e  c l i m b i n g  
and g e n e r a l l y  bum around.  Rolan even p l a n s  t o  v i s i t  F i j i !  

* The l a r g e  number of  h a r d  t r i p s  t h i s  y e a r  is t a k i n g  i ts  t o l l  on g e a r ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  r o p e s .  More w i l l  have t o  be  a c q u i r e d  from somewhere i f  
no t  from t h e  American PNG e x p e d i t i o n  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h o u g h t .  Should  
t h e  c l u b  encourage  p r i v a t e  ownership  w i t h ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  25% 
s u b s i d y  o r  pe rhaps  p r i v a t e  ownership w i t h  no s u b s i d y  o r  t o t a l  c l u b  
ownership? What do you t h i n k ?  I f  you do t h i n k ,  s a y  something!  
Another  v a r i a b l e  is t h e  b r a n d  ( t y p e  of  rope  - t h i n k  a g a i n ) !  S t i l l  
on r o p e s ,  we have a  c a t a l o g u e  of  French BEAL rope  and t a p e  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e i r  cav ing  r a n g e .  

* Our s u r v e y  g e a r  h a s  s u f f e r e d  somewhat t o o  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  and needs  
r e p l a c i n g .  Any i d e a s  on a  cheap s o u r c e  a n d / o r  sales t a x  exemption? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

THE SAGA OF THE "BONE PIT" 

I t  a l l  began one s l a c k  p h o t o g r a p h i c  t r i p  when J e a n i n e  Davies  squeezed 
through a  seemingly  i m p o s s i b l e  h o l e  a t  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  bot tom p i t c h  i n  
t h e  c a v e .  A f t e r  p u s h i n g ,  c l imbing  and s q u e e z i n g  through more t a l u s  
s h e  e v e n t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  a  s m a l l  h o l e  i n  t h e  s i d e  of  an aven w i t h  a  
s m a l l  stream t r i c k l i n g  down i t .  Unable t o  g e t  any f u r t h e r  i t  w a s  l e f t  
amid g r e a t  e x c i t e m e n t ,  f o r  t h e r e  was a  p o s s i b i l i t y  of e x t e n d i n g  t h e  
Bone P i t  and w i t h  a  dep th  p o t e n t i a l  of 300-350 m e t r e s  i t  looked  
p romis ing .  

Return t r i p s  were p lanned  and t h e  f i r s t  of t h e s e  took p l a c e  s e v e r a l  
weeks l a t e r .  T h i s  t ime J e a n i n e  and I  b o t h  squeezed through and a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  aven w i t h  t h e  s t r e a m  s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  We descended about 1 0  metres 
t o  where t h e  t r i c k l e  of  w a t e r  d i s a p p e a r e d  th rough  t a l u s .  S e v e r a l  
b o u l d e r s  were moved t o  r e v e a l  a  narrow s l o t  a l o n g  which t h e  w a t e r  
f lowed and o u t  of which a  p romis ing  d raugh t  i s s u e d .  

The n e x t  two months saw s e v e r a l  t r i p s  t o  t h e  Bone P i t  each  one w i t h  t h e  
purpose  of  c l e a r i n g  t h e  t a l u s  s o  t h a t  a  body c o u l d  b e  f o r c e d  a l o n g  i t .  
John S a l t  and C h r i s  Davies  b o t h  a s s i s t e d  me do ing  t h i s  men ia l  t a s k .  
However, t o  no a v a i l  a s  t h e  r i f t  proved t o  b e  t o o  s m a l l  and w e  have  
aga in  l e f t  t h e  cave i n  p e a c e .  However, t h e  d i s c o v e r y  is s i g n i f i c a n t  
because  t h e  cave h a s  much dep th  p o t e n t i a l  and i t  h a s  been known f o r  s o  
l o n g .  Although i t  h a s  n o t  been s u r v e y e d  a s  y e t ,  I g u e s s  w e  have 
deepened t h e  Bone P i t  by a t  l e a s t  15-20 metres. 

ANDREW BIRGGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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GROWLING SWALLET - 23 O c t o b e r  1982  
P a r t y :  Nick Hume, T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  Rolan & S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  

T h i s  t r i p  w a s  a  fo l low-up  t o  t h e  s m a l l  e p i c  o f  t h e  week b e f o r e ,  m a i n l y  
t o  p u l l  o u t  t h e  l a d d e r s  l e f t  b e h i n d  and t o  l o o k  a t  some more l e a d s  
i n  t h e  B lack  R i v e r  S e r i e s .  

Numerous o t h e r  b o d s  were p r e s e n t  a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s ,  namely S t u a r t  
N i c h o l a s ,  Rick Koch, Mike & C h r i s  Edwards,  Andrew B r i g g s ,  J e a n i n e  
D a v i e s ,  Rik Tunney and  J a n i n e  McKinnon. 

I n i t i a l l y  w e  v e r i f i e d  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween  T a n g e r i n e  Corne r  and  an 
aven e x t e n d i n g  t o  a known l e v e l  above ( D e s t i n y ) .  B e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  
on i n t o  t h e  B lack  R i v e r  S e r i e s ,  Nick and  I checked  o u t  a h i g h  l e v e l  
l e a d  which  went  f o r  1 4 0  metres t h r o u g h  p l e a s a n t  w a l k i n g  p a s s a g e  t o  a 
v e r y  t i g h t  s l o t .  Some work w i t h  a hammer may make t h i s  h o l e ,  and  
t h e  p r o m i s i n g  d r a u g h t  i t  c o n t a i n s ,  a c c e s s i b l e .  Near t h e  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  main s t reamway w e  s u r v e y e d  up  a  s m a l l  t r i b u t a r y  b u t  w e r e  
soon  s t o p p e d  by an u p s t r e a m  sump. A f t e r  more g r o v e l l i n g  a r o u n d  w e  
f i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  u p  t h e  main s t reamway.  Par t -way u p ,  Nick d i v e d  i n t o  
a  s m a l l  s i d e  p a s s a g e  i s s u i n g  a stream. F i n a l l y  r e t u r n i n g  he  
r e p o r t e d  a t  l ea s t  300 metres o f  new p a s s a g e  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  a l a r g e ,  
i m p r e s s i v e  aven . 
Rolan and T r e v o r  s t a r t e d  back  b u t  Nick a n d  I c o n t i n u e d  up  t h e  main 
s t r e a m  and  e n t e r e d  new t e r r i t o r y .  We c l imbed  s t e e p l y  up  t h r o u g h  
t a l u s  t o  where t h e  s t r e a m  began  b i f u r c a t i n g  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s e p a r a t e  
f e e d e r s .  

We e x p l o r e d  a  few o f  them, g r o v e l l i n g  up t h r o u g h  more l o o s e  d o l e r i t e  
b o u l d e r s  and t a l u s  c o l l a p s e .  T h e r e  was some n i c e  d e c o r a t i o n  i n  one  
s e c t i o n .  One p a s s a g e  was much more e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  and  
w e  l e f t  w i t h  more l e a d s  t h a n  w e  s t a r t e d  w i t h .  T h i s  e x t r e m e  e n d  o f  
t h e  cave  is a p r o m i s i n g  a r e a ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  p r o d u c i n g  a l o t  
more p a s s a g e  b u t  a l s o  i n  v iew o f  l i n k i n g  t o  t h e  p o t h o l e s  above .  I t  
is o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  e x c e e d s  H e r b e r t s  
P o t  (5730  m e t r e s )  i n  l e n g t h .  

STEFAN EBERHARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
CAULDRON POT - 20 November 1982 
P a r t y :  Andrew B r i g g s ,  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  Rik  Tunney,  

J a n i n e  McKinnon 

T h i s  was i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a  p u r e l y  s p o r t i n g  t r i p  and  s o  w e  w e r e  q u i t e  
p l e a s e d  t o  see t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  s t r e a m  w a s  much h i g h e r  
t h a n  u s u a l  on o u r  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

S t u a r t  was t h e  o n l y  member o f  t h e  p a r t y  who had  done t h e  c a v e  b e f o r e ,  
s o  he  s t a r t e d  down t h e  p i t c h  f i r s t  a t  a b o u t  1 1 . 0 0  am. 

I t h o u g h t  i t  was a  b e a u t i f u l  e n t r a n c e  d o l i n e ,  b u t  B i l l ' s  Bypass  
came a s  a b i t  o f  an a n t i - c l i m a x ,  f o l l o w i n g  s t r a i g h t  o n .  

We a l l  made o u r  way down i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  and  a r r i v i n g  a g a i n  a t  t h e  
s t reamway I found  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h l h a n d l i n e  a l r e a d y  r i g g e d  w i t h  S t u a r t  
down and C h r i s  d e s c e n d i n g .  

The stream was f l o w i n g  q u i t e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  (which  I a lways  f e e l  
g i v e s  i t  a  s e n s e  o f  l i f e  and v i b r a n c y )  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  s o  h i g h  as t o  
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make t h e  t r i p  a t  a l l  d i f f i c u l t ,  j u s t  w e t !  

The n e x t  c o u p l e  of  p i t c h e s  S t u a r t  and  C h r i s  r i g g e d  a h e a d  ( w i t h  R ik  
p r o t e c t i n g  a t  t h e  b a c k )  s o  w e  a l l  moved t h r o u g h  e a s i l y ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  
d e l a y  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p i t c h e s ,  and r e g r o u p e d  a t  t h e  to3 of  t h e  l a s t  
p i t c h  i n  t h e  s m a l l  "brew chamber".  

A s  t h e  stream was q u i t e  h i g h ,  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  r i g  t h i s  35  metre 
p i t c h  u s i n g  t h e  b o l t  t r a v e r s e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u n  s t r a i g h t  down f rom t h e  
b e l a y  p o i n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  T h i s  t o o k  q u i t e  a w h i l e  t o  r i g  
and d e s c e n d ,  b u t  was c e r t a i n l y  w o r t h  t h e  t r o u b l e  on t h e  way u p .  

I t  a l s o  gave  m e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  how t o  do  a  t r a v e r s e  as I ' d  
n e v e r  done one b e f o r e .  ( I f  I ' d  known t h e r ~  w a s  o n e  i n  t h e r e  I would 
have  p r a c t i c e d  a b i t  f i r s t  s o  a s  n o t  t o  have  t a k e n  so l o n g  a b o u t  i t !  ) .  

A f t e r  l u n c h ,  and  some p o k i n g  a r o u n d ,  S t u a r t  and Andrew s t a r t e d  o u t  
f i r s t ,  and C h r i s  and I d e r i g g e d  t h e  b o t t o m  c o u p l e  o f  p i t c h e s  b e f o r e  
c a t c h i n g  up w i t h  R i k .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  C h r i s ' s  l i g h t  gave  o u t  up  t h e  
b o t t o m  p i t c h ,  s o  h i s  t r i p  o u t  w a s  n o t  v e r y  i l l u m i n a t i n g .  

Andrew and S t u a r t  made t h e i r  way up  t h e  Bypass  t o g e t h e r ,  and R i k ,  
C h r i s  a n d  I f o l l o w e d ,  h e l p e d  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  p a c k s ,  g i v i n g  p o o r  C h r i s  
some l i g h t ,  and g e n e r a l l y  k e e p i n g  m o r a l e  up  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o n g  s t r u g g l e .  

S t u a r t  and Andrew had  w a i t e d  f o r  u s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
p i t c h ,  s o  some t i m e  was t a k e n  i n  g e t t i n g  u s  a l l  u p ,  and  d e r i g g i n g .  

iVe were back  a t  t h e  c a r  somet ime a r o u n d  7 . 0 0  pm a f t e r  a  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  
day .  

;Veld b e e n  i n  n o  g r e a t  h u r r y  a n d  h a d  j u s t  wan ted  some e n j o y a b l e  c a v i n g ,  
and s o  a  p a r t y  t h a t  wan ted  t o  h u r r y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  c u t  a  c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  
o f f  t h e  t r i p .  

A NOTE FROM THE TRAVERSE PITCH 4IGGER 

Some k i n d l y  p e r s o n  f rom a n o t h e r  t r i p  had  l e f t  a  s m a l l  r e d  s l i n g  i n  t h e  
h a n g e r  on t h e  s e c o n d  b o l t  t o  e n a b l e  i t  t o  b e  s e e n  e a s i l y .  The f i r s t  
b o l t  and  h a n g e r  was c l e v e r l y  d i s g u i s e d  by r u s t  which  made l o c a t i n g  i t  
on t h e  brown m o t t l e d  r o c k  somewhat d i f f i c u l t ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  Hence 
t h e  t i m e  i n v o l v e d  r i g g i n g  t h e  b o t t o m  p i t c h .  The f i r s t  b o l t  is now 
marked w i t h  a  s m a l l  w h i t e  c o r d  t h r o u g h  t h e  h a n g e r .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

CAULDRON POT - GEAR LIST 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  t r i p  t o  t h i s  e s t e e m e d  p o t h o l e ,  an u p d a t e  on t h e  
g e a r  l ist  o r i g i n a l l y  p r o d u c e d  by  P e t e r  Shaw i n  A p r i l  1973  is g i v e n  
b e  low.  

1) ENTRANCE PITCH ( 4 1  m e t r e s )  
B e l a y  on t ree on e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  h o l e  n e a r  number ,  o r  more u s u a l l y ,  
b e l a y  t o  l o n g  l o g  on e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  e n t r a n c e ;  50 metre main r o p e  
w i t h  1 8  metre s h o r t  r o p e  f o r  t a i l .  Two p r o t e c t o r s  8 metres down 
and  one more j u s t  be low t h a t .  The r e s t  is f r e e .  
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2 )  DROP FROM BILL'S BYPASS ( 8  metres + 2 metres + 4 m e t r e s )  
Be lay  from e y e b o l t  a t  t o p  o f  d r o p  on l e f t  s i d e ;  29 metre r o p e  
(minimum b u t  a d e q u a t e )  w i t h  a  p o s s i b l e  p r o t e c t o r  on t o p  e d g e .  

3 )  CHUTE PITCH ( 1 5  m e t r e s )  
Be lay  from e y e b o l t  a t  t o p  of  d r o p ;  20 metre r o p e  w i t h  two 
p r o t e c t o r s ,  one on i n i t i a l  e d g e  and  t h e  o t h e r  f i v e  metres down a t  
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c h u t e .  Wet p i t c h  a g a i n s t  smooth s l i p p e r y  r o c k .  

4 )  ELEVEN METRE PITCH ( 1 1  m e t r e s )  
3 e l a y  from r o c k  b o l t  and  h a n g e r  ( i n  p l a c e )  on r i g h t  s i d e  one  metre 
o u t  f rom edge  o f  h e a d - h e i g h t .  B o l t  and  h a n g e r  was i n s t a l l e d  by  
Dave Barlow (SSS) i n  December 1980 ;  1 5  metre r o p e ,  no  p r o t e c t o r s .  
Wet p i t c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l .  

5 )  DIAGONAL PITCH ( 1 4  m e t r e s )  
Be lay  from e y e b o l t  two metres back  from e d g e  l o w  down on l e f t  
s i d e ;  29  metre r o p e  w i t h .  two p r o t e c t o r s .  Hang r o p e  o v e r  knob on 
l e f t  s i d e  ( l o o k i n g  o u t )  and  f o l l o w  l e d g e s  down t o  a v o i d  t h e  w a t e r .  
P r o t e c t o r  a t  t o p  ( n o t  e s s e n t i a l )  and  one  9 metres down where  r o p e  
f r e e  h a n g s .  

6 )  FOUR METRE CASCADE 
Be lay  t o  d u b i o u s  b o u l d e r  a t  t h e  t o p  on l e f t  s i d e ;  G metre r o p e  
ma in ly  a s  a  h a n d l i n e .  Refuge f rom t h e  w a t e r  i n  t h i s  area may b e  
found  by c l i m b i n g  two metres t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  D i a g o n a l  P i t c h  
i n t o  a  3  metre d i a m e t e r  c y l i n d r i c a l  chamber .  

7 )  BOLT TZAVERSE PITCH ( 3 5  m e t r e s )  
A s u p e r b  s p e c t a c u l a r  p i t c h  n e x t  t o  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  i n t o  t h e  final 
chamber .  T h i r t y  e i g h t  metre r o p e .  B e l a y  from e y e b o l t  on r i g h t  
s i d e  o f  head  o f  p i t c h .  A b s e i l  o r  down-prusik a few metres on  
t h e  same s i d e  and t i e  o f f  t o  r o c k  b o l t  and  h a n g e r  ( i n s t a l l e d )  a 
c o u p l e  o f  metres a c r o s s  t h e  w a l l  and a t  a b o u t  t h e  same h e i g h t  as 
t h e  main p i t c h  l i p .  Repea t  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  s e c o n d  b o l t  l o w e r  down 
and  a l m o s t  i n  t h e  c o r n e r .  T h i s  one  h a s  a  s m a l l  r e d  t a p e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  h a n g e r  f o r  e a s e  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Once a g a i n  t h e  h a n g e r  
was p l a c e d  by Dave Barlow i n  1 9 8 0 .  Good p r o t e c t i o n  ( 3  p r o t e c t o r s )  
is r e q u i r e d  a few metres down o f  o v e r h a n g  l i p ,  r e m a i n i n g  30 
metres is f r e e  and n e x t  t o  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  

8)  AU CIIEVAL PITCH ( u p  5  m e t r e s ,  down 1 5  m e t r e s )  
T h i s  is d e s c r i b e d  by P e t e r  Shaw ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  # 7 8 : 5 )  a s  f o l l o w s :  

" L o c a t i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  is d i f f i c u l t  i f  you d o n ' t  know where i t  is - 
a b o u t  ha l fway  down t h e  chamber i n  t h e  l e f t  hand w a l l .  The 
p a s s a g e  is a  na r row s l i t  f i v e  metres up from t h e  f l o o r .  C o i l  
h a l f  of  a  t w e n t y  metre r o p e  and  toss t h e  c o i l s  i n t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  
t o  jam i t  i n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e .  P r u s i k  up  c a r e f u l l y !  ! 
B e l a y  a  30 metre r o p e  t o  a  b l o c k  o f  t a l u s  i n  t h e  main chamber and  
p a s s  i t  up o v e r  t h e  l i p  and down t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  A t a c k l e  b a g  
is n e c e s s a r y  on t h e  l i p .  The l i p  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  is  a  k n i f e  e d g e  
w i t h  t h e  f i v e  metre d r o p  i n t o  t h e  main chamber on one  s i d e  and  
t h e  f i f t e e n  metre d r o p  on t h e  o t h e r .  A 1 1  t h e  r o c k  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  is  f r i a b l e ,  no b o l t s  c o u l d  b e  p l a c e d . "  

STUART N I  CHOLAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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S e e n  i n  a  n o t  s o  r e c e n t  c a v e  mag:-  

F u r t h e r  u p s t r e a m ,  a l o n g  t h e  main  s t r e a m w a y ,  a n d  on t h e  same s i d e  as t h e  
u p s t r e a m  s i d e s t r e a m ,  is a d r y  a b a n d o n e d  s i d e s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  o f  s imi la r  
d i m e n s i o n s  ! ! ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

GROWLING SWALLET - 2 0  November 1952 
P a r t y  : R o l a n  E b e r h a r d ,  T r e v o r  Wailes, Duncan H o l l a n d ,  J e a n - P a u l  S o u n i e r ,  

Derek S h e i l d s  , F a r y  . 

The i n i t i a l  i n t e n t i o n  was  t o  c o n t i n u e  s u r v e y i n g  u p s t r e a m  i n  t h e  B l a c k  
R i v e r  S e r i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  is  known t o  h a p p e n ,  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  c a u s e d  
a c h a n g e  o f  p l a n .  I n  t h i s  case G r o w l i n g  w a s  pumping f u r i o u s l y  a n d  m o s t  
p e o p l e  were more  o r  less s o a k e d  b e f o r e  e v e n  o u t  o f  s i g h t  o f  d a y l i g h t  
i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  I t  became o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  p o i n t  i n  
t r y i n g  t o  do  a n y t h i n g  s e r i o u s  i n  t h e  c a v e  s o  T r e v o r ,  Derek  a n d  Mary 
o p t e d  t o  r e s u r v e y  b e t w e e n  t h e  G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t  e n t r a n c e  S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  
P o t  a n d  T r a p d o o r  S w a l l e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  c lea r  u p  some q u e s t i o n  m a r k s  as 
t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  s y s t e m .  

J e a n - P a u l ,  Duncan a n d  m y s e l f  c o n t i n u e d  down, r i g g i n g  t h e  3 metre d r o p  
i n  t h e  n o t  s o  d r y  b y p a s s  f r o m  a l a r g e  h e x a g o n a l  chock  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  
o b v i o u s  c o r n e r  a b o v e  t h e  d r o p .  T h i s  i n v o l v e s  a s h o r t  t r i c k y  t r a v e r s e  
on r o t t o n  r o c k  b u t  is c lear  o f  t h e  t o r r e n t  o f  w a t e r .  We h a d  a v e r y  
s p o r t y  t r i p  t o  t h e  sump,  w h i c h  h a d  r i s e n  a n d  w a s  now s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  
b a s e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  5 metre w a t e r f a l l ,  a t  a d e p t h  o f  a r o u n d  -140 metres 
( i n  n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  c a v e  sumps a t  -155 m e t r e s ) .  Foam l e v e l s  on 
t h e  c e i l i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  water h a d  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  b a c k e d  u p  t o  
w e l l  a b o v e  t h e  k e y - h o l e  c l i m b  a n d  t h e  l a s t  w a t e r f a l l .  On t h e  way b a c k  
t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  J e a n - P a u l  t o o k  a number o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  I l o o k e d  at  
some l e a d s  n e a r  t h e  Gloworm c h a m b e r ,  w h i c h  r e v e a l e d  a s m a l l  maze o f  
p a s s a g e s  a t  a  l e v e l  a b o v e  b u t  a l s o  c o n n e c t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  w i t h  
t h e  main  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e .  

The l a s t  few metres u p  t h e  t a l u s  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  c o n f i r m e d  o u r  s u s p i c i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  h a d  r i s e n  e v e n  m o r e .  The u s u a l  r o u t e  u p  o v e r  some l a r g e  
b l o c k s  w a s  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  d u e  t o  t h e  s h e e r  f o r c e  o f  water t h u n d e r i n g  
i n t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  J e a n - P a u l  c l i m b e d  u p  t h e  s i d e  w i t h  a i d  f r o m  a p a i r  
o f  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  h u n g  a  l a d d e r  down. Thus  w e  made o u r  e x i t  a n d  f o r  
o n c e  n o n e  o f  u s  showed e v e n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  h i n t  o f  mud. 

SERENDIPITY REVISITED - 2 7  November 1 9 8 2  

S e r e n d i p i t y  is o n e  o f  t h o s e  t r i p s  w h i c h  seems t o  p l a y  o n  t h e  m i n d .  
T h o u g h t s  r e t u r n  o f  a l o n g  h a r d  w e t  t r i p  i n  w h i c h  a p a r t y  o f  f i v e  
f i n a l l y  a t t a i n e d  t h e  " b o t t o m "  ( s e e  SS 1 7 1  O c t  8 1 ) .  I t  ' S  o v e r  a y e a r  
a g o  now a n d  w i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  Ice Tube a n d  t h e  a p p a r e n t  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t ,  u n d e r g r o u n d  s u r v e y s  h a v e  b e e n  t i e d  i n  w i t h  
s u r f a c e  s u r v e y s  a n d  a p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  area i s  r e v e a l i n g  i t s e l f .  The 
m i s s i n g  l i n k  o f  t h i s  a rea  i s ,  o r  w a s ,  S e r e n d i p i t y  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
h a d  b e e n  t i e d  i n  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  a n d  more d i s t a n t  Benson-Hedges  
P o t s ,  P i t t a  P a t t a  P o t  a n d  t h e  c l o s e r  F r o s t  P o t .  L o t s  o f  t a l k  i n  t h e  
p a s t , f e w  m o n t h s  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  s u r v e y  
t o  p r o v i d e  more  i n f o r m a t i o n  as t o  t h e  l i e  o f  t h e  " u n d e r l a n d " .  

A s  r e p o r t e d  b y  SE t h e  s y s t e m  was  n o t  ' f i n i s h e d '  as t h e  main  stream 
p a s s a g e  b e l o w  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  " P h o b o s " ,  w h i c h  o n l y  h e  h a d  v i s i t e d ,  was  
s t i l l  g o i n g  b u t  damp. 
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These  were o u r  o b j e c t i v e s  t h e n  t o  s u r v e y  and push  t h e  s y s t e m  i n  t h i s  
s e c o n d  b o t t o m i n g  t r i p .  Of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t e n  t o  twelve s t r o n g  p a r t y ,  
f i v e  t u r n e d  i n t o  w e l l  w i s h e r s  and  l e f t  u s  w i t h  a  s t i l l  competen t  
p a r t y  o f  s e v e n !  The McTunnies and C h r i s  D a v i e s  were t o  s u r v e y  f rom 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  as f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  and  e i t h e r  meet u p  w i t h  u s  o r  l e a v e  
a  marke r  a t  t h e i r  f u r t h e s t  s t a t i o n .  Our g r o u p  o f  John S a l t ,  J e a n -  
P a u l  S o u r n i e r  ( a  v i s i t i n g  F r e n c h  c a v e r ) ,  Rolan  E b e r h a r d  and  m y s e l f  
T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  were t o  r i g  t h e  s y s t e m  t o  t h e  b o t t o m ,  e x p l o r e  a n d  
s u r v e y  back  u n t i l  t h e  two g r o u p s  m e t  o r  a marke r  was e n c o u n t e r e d .  

The c o n s t r i c t e d  e n t r a n c e  ser ies  h a d  changed  a  l i t t l e  b u t  a  r o u t e  
t h r o u g h  w a s  n e g o t i a t e d  and  a w e t  c l i m b  down e n c o u n t e r e d  - e i t h e r  I ' d  
f o r g o t t o n  t h i s  o r  i t  was a  new d e v e l o p m e n t .  However t o  c u t  a  l e n g t h y  
s t o r y  s h o r t  r e a d  S p e l e o  S p i e l  1 7 1  O c t o b e r  1981 f o r  a f u l l ,  a c c u r a t e ,  
l e n g t h y  a c c o u n t .  I t  w a s  n o t e d  t h a t  C a t h e d r a l  p i t c h  s p o r t e d  a  s m a l l  
s t r e a m  and  p a r t s  o f  C a s t i g a t e  Crawl  now c a r r i e d  w a t e r  where  b o t h  on 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p  were t o t a l l y  d r y .  2 i g g i n g  went  s m o o t h l y  and  
Jean -Pau l  p l a c e d  a  b o l t  on t h e  Deluge  p i t c h  t o  e n s u r e  a  d r i e r  
p a s s a g e .  V i t h i n  a b o u t  3 h o u r s  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  b a s e  o f  Phobos and  
wa lked  a  s h o r t  way down a d r y  f o s s i l  p a s s a g e  away f rom t h e  s p r a y  o f  
t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  John  S a l t  w i t h o u t  w a t e r p r o o f s  compla ined  o f  t h e  c o l d  
and  d e c i d e d  t o  w a i t  f o r  u s  and have  a  brew u p  and  dehyd .  mea l .  
J e a n - P a u l ,  Rolan and  I went  t o  have  a  l o o k  a t  S t e f ' s  g o i n g  l e a d ,  t h e  
Condu i t  C rawl .  I t  was w e t  w i t h  a f i v e  metre c l i m b  u n d e r  a t r o c i o u s  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n t o  S e r p e n t i n e  r i f t ,  na r row and i n  p a r t s  more a c c e s s i b l e  
a t  s t r e a m  l e v e l .  The g o i n e  l e a d  was f o u n d  and l o o k e d  a t  b u t  Rolan  
t h o u g h t  I was t h e  man f o r  t h e  j o b  and  I t h o u p h t  maybe o u r  v i s i t o r  
J ean -Pau l  would l i k e  some m a s o c h i s t i c  g l o r y .  The r o o f  h a d  l o w e r e d  
and a l l  t h e  s i g n s  o f  sump were  t h e r e .  The 25 cm h i g h  c r a w l  i n  t h e  
s t r e a m  l o o k e d  d e c i d e d l y  u n i n v i t i n g  and  is  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  someone 
k e e n .  A f t e r  a l l  t h e  " i f  you go f i r s t  I ' l l  f o l l o w  you" d i s c u s s i o n s  
were o v e r  w e  s e t  t o  and commenced s u r v e y i n g .  I t  t o o k  a b o u t  30 m i n u t e s  
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  w e t  c l i m b  up  i n t o  C o n d u i t  Crawl .  From t h i s  s h o r t  
s e c t i o n  two l e a d s  were  u n c o v e r e d ,  one j u s t  back  f rom t h e  sump ( ! ) 
which  Rolan l o o k e d  a t  ( ? )  and  t h e  o t h e r  was a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r i f t  b e n e a t h  and  u n d e r  t h e  w e t  c l i m b .  T h i s  p a s s a z e  was u p s t r e a m  
f o s s i l  p a s s a g e  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  t o  any c o n c l u s i o n  ( s t i l l  g o i n g ,  
u n s u r v e y e d )  . 

F i n a l l y  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  comple t ed  and  s h o u t i n g  above t h e  n o i s e  o f  
t h e  w a t e r f a l l  we r e t r e a t e d  b a c k  t o  where  John  was w a i t i n g .  We f o u n d  
him s t i l l  c o l d  b u t  w e l l  f q d  and wrapped  i n  a  s p a c e  b l a n k e t .  H e  a g r e e d  
t o  remain  t h e r e  w h i l e  w e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  downstream f o s s i l  
w a t e r c o u r s e .  Rolan and :Tick Xume on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p  had  l o o k e d  at 
t h i s  and  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  p a s t  f o r m a t i o n s  ( l i m i t e d  b u t  l a r g e )  t o  
a  stream j u n c t i o n .  To t h e  r i g h t  downstream l a r g e  p a s s a g e  l e d  o n  b u t  
h e r e  we t u r n e d  u p s t r e a m  and  soon  p a s s e d  t h e  l i m i t  o f  Rolan and  N i c k ' s  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  The p a s s a g e  h e r e  w a s  n a r r o w e r  s e r p e n t i n e  r i f t  wh ich  
e x t e n d e d  o v e r  300 metres t o  a  s h o r t ,  s t e p o e d ,  c a l c i t e d  a v e n .  T h i n k i n g  
( a n d  h o p i n g !  ) t h i s  was i t ,  t h e  e n d ,  J e a n -  
P a u l  c l i m b e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  s t e p s  and  d i s -  
a p p e a r e d  down a  w e l l  c o n c e a l e d  h o l e .  
Rolan  and I f o l l o w e d  t o  f i n d  a t o t a l l y  
s e p a r a t e  s t r e a m  s y s t e m !  ! A l l  t h i s  w a s  
f a r  t o o  good t o  b e  t r u e  - n o t h i n g  seemed 
t o  s t o p  u s .  Rolan h e a d e d  downstream a f t e r  
t h e  s h o r t  down c l i m b ,  J e a n - P a u l  u p s t r e a m  
w h i l e  I c o n s t r u c t e d  a c a i r n  t o  mark t h e  
c l i m b  o u t  t h e n  q u i c k l y  f o l l o w e d  u p s t r e a m .  
I t  seemed a  l o n g  way i n  more a g g r e s i v e  
s e r p e n t i n e  r i f t  u n t i l  I g o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  

Zv 
C b  
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of  d e c i d i n g  t o  w a i t  f o r  J e a n - P a u l ' s  r e t u r n .  A f t e r  a b o u t  10 m i n u t e s  
I went t o  l ook  f o r  Rolan whom I f o u n d  coming u p s t r e a m  h a v i n g  m i s s e d  
t h e  c a i r n ;  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c l i m b  and s h a r e d  a c i g a r e t t e  w a i t i n g  
f o r  J e a n - P a u l .  He a r r i v e d  a t  l e n g t h  and r e l a t e d  how t h e  p a s s a g e  had  
opened  o u t  i n t o  l a r g e  f o s s i l  p a s s a g e  w i t h  a  b o u l d e r  p i l e  h e  had. 
c l i m b e d  a  l i t t l e  way up b u t  t h o u g h t  b e t t e r  o f  i t .  Rolan  h a d  
f o l l o w e d  t h e  s t r e a m  down t o  a  sump ( ? )  v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  
t h e  one w e  had  s u r v e y e d  f rom e a r l i e r .  

Time was now p r e s s i n g - a n d  w e  h a d  much s u r v e y i n g  t o  do and t h e  d e c i s i o n  
-vas made t o  s u r v e y  o u t  f rom t h e  p o i n t  be low t h e  

w a t e r f a l l  back  a t  Phobos ,  t o  t i e  i n  w i t h  t h e  
o t h e r  g r o u p .  ?Ve would  l e a v e  a l l  w e  h a d  f o u n d ,  
p e r h a p s  o n e  k i l o m e t r e  f o r  a n o t h e r  d a y .  On t h e  

r e t u r n  t o  where  John was w e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  
down s t r e a m  sump and o n e  o r  two o t h e r  l e a d s  
were n o t e d  b u t  n o t  p u s h e d .  

Time had  r e a l l y  f lown by  a n d  i n  o u r  e x c i t e m e n t  
i g n o r e d ,  b u t  now we w e r e  g o i n g  t o  have  t o  move 
v e r y  q u i c k l y .  John S a l t  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  e x t r a  

r o p e  and t o l d  t o  h e a d  f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  J ean -  
P a u l  r e f i l l e d  h i s  c a r b i d e  and t h e n  made a 
r e s t a r t  t o  s u r v e y i n g .  E v e r y t h i n g  went  wrong 
- o u r  worn o u t  t a p e  r e f u s e d  t o  f e e d  and  t h e  

1 s u r v e y  l o o k e d  doomed b u t  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
i ) ;ourR~~usc  5 - * ~ . w  p a n i c  o f  b e i n g  s t a r v i n g ,  c o l d  and t i r e d  w e  

. - -  . - 

r e g a i n e d  some composure  and  m e t h o d i c a l l y  
" Sohruyg'US'bea7nc p l o t t e d  o u r w a y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s h o r t  p i t c h  
CC(*~Q-& %)s6mv ! o u t .  H e r e  w e  c a u g h t  up w i t h  John  s t r u g g l i n g  

- v i t h  h i s  p r u s i k  r i g !  ! ! ! I t h o u y h t  Bolan  
would  s t a r t  t h r o w i n g  r o c k s  b u t  w e  a l l  knew w e  were on o u r  way o u t  and  
i t  w a s  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e !  ! 

Phobos was r i g g e d  w i t h  two r o p e s  t i e d  o f f  i n  t h r e e  p l a c e s  s o  t h e  65+ 
metre p i t c h  u s u a l l y  h a d  3 p e o p l e  on i t  which  s a v e d  a  l o t  o f  t i m e .  John  
a s c e n d e d  and k e p t  g o i n g  and w e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u r v e y  somewhat u n w i l l i n g l y .  
I t  was w i t h  g r e a t  d e l i g h t  and  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  w e  found  t h e  l a s t  s u r v e y  
s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  o n l y  two s t a t i o n s  f rom t h e  t o p  o f  Phobos .  
I t  was o v e r ,  we packed  away t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  and c h a s e d  a f t e r  J o h n .  
The d e r i g g i n g  went s m o o t h l y  a n d  John was c a u g h t  a t  Deimas.  Here a t  
t h e  t o p  h e  r e s t e d .  J ean -Pau l  w i t h  g e a r  went  s t r a i g h t  o u t ,  I a s s i s t e d  
Rolan p u l l i n g  up t h e  t a c k l e  and John  l o o k e d  q u i t e  b e a t .  H e  h a d  p u l l e d  
up a  heavy t a c k l e  b a g  f rom t h e  bo t tom and had  done w e l l ,  b u t  f a t i g u e  
and t h e  c o l d  h a d  r e d u c e d  b o t h  h i s  s t r e n g t h  and  w i l l .  I t  was o b v i o u s  
h e  was n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  d r a g g i n g  t h e  heavy  pack  any  f u r t h e r .  F,ol .an's  
pack  was f u l l  and mine o n l y  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  f u l l  b u t  t h e  Deimas p i t c h  
would f i l l  a n o t h e r  pack  and t h e  C a t h e d r a l  p i t c h  would  a l s o  b e  e x t r a .  
John w a s  s e n t  unencumbered f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  w h i l e  Rolan  and I p u l l e d  
up t h e  r o p e .  A s  Rolan and I c o u l d  n o t  and  would n o t  t r a n s p o r t  f o u r  
heavy  w e t  r o p e  p a c k s  t o  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  p i t c h  t h r o u g h  C a s t i g a t e  Crawl ,  
t h e r e  t h e y  r e m a i n e d !  A l s o ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  o u r  s u r v e y  n o t e s  and  
SCS ' S  s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( oops  ! s o r r y  a b o u t  t h a t  J a c k o  ! ) . 
My lamp was f a d i n g  s o  t o  c o n s e r y e  l i g h t  Rolan and  I had  a s l o w  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  C a t h e d r a l  p i t c h  w i t h  o n l y  h i s .  John  was e n c o u n t e r e d  
p r o s t r a t e  " r e s t i n g "  b u t  e x p o s u r e  w a s  t a k i n g  h o l d  o f  him and  l e t h a r g y  
s e t t i n g  i n .  H e  was c o a x e d ,  c a j o l e d  and  conned i n t o  g o i n g  up  t h e  
p i t c h  f i r s t  s o  h e  c o u l d  g i v e  m e  l i g h t  a t  t h e  t o p .  I t  t o o k  a w h i l e  
b u t  h e  g o t  t h e r e  and a s  I  a s c e n d e d  i n  t h e  d a r k  t h e  f l o w s t o n e  c u r t a i n s  
p e r h a p s  20 metres h i g h  l o o k e d  s u p e r b  i n  t h e  h a l f  l i g h t  o f  R o l a n ' s  
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lamp. T h i s  was v i r t u a l l y  t h e  f i n a l  a c t  of  o u r  d i s i n t e r n m e n t ,  t h e  o n l y  
o t h e r  e x p e n d i t u r e  of  e f f o r t  and d i s c o m f o r t  b e i n g  t h e  w e t  c l imb i n t o  
t h e  t a l u s  breakdown of t h e  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s .  There was no ceremony 
o r  f a n f a r e ,  n o t  even a  s m a l l  f i r e  as w e  emerged th rough  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
squeeze  i n t o  t h e  c o l d  n i g h t  a i r  a f t e r  a lmos t  f o u r t e e n  h o u r s ,  and 
w i t h o u t  h e a v y  packs  i t  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  p l e a s a n t  walk back t o  t h e  - 
c a r s  and a  welcome commandeered b o t t l e  o f  b e e r ! !  

Is t su rvey  group : J a n i n e  McKinnon , Rik Tunney , C h r i s  Davies  

2nd su rvey  and John S a l t ,  Jean-Paul  S o u r n i e r ,  Rolan Eberhard ,  
r i g g i n g  g roup :  Trevor  Wai les  

TREVOR WAILES ********************************************************************* 
T h i s  a r t i c l e  is reproduced  from t h e  Xew Zealand S p e l e o l o g i c a l  
B u l l e t i n  # 108 and a l t h o u g h  we do n o t  have showers i n  o u r  h u t s ,  n o r  
many o f  u s  e a t  p o r r i d g e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  d e p i c t e d  is o n l y  t o o  
f a m i l i a r !  

HUT DISEASE 

Hut Disease is  a  r a t h e r  c u r i o u s  B u t  l i t t l e  documented a f f l i c a t i o n .  
I t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  when a  c a v e r ,  o u t  f o r  a  weekend w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  
goes  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h s  t o  a v o i d  g o i n g  c a v i n g .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
i t  is a l l  t o o  common - i n d e e d  i t  is o f t e n  e m b a r a s s i n g l y  ' c l o s e  t o  
home ' a s  i t  s t r i k e s  most c a v e r s  a t  some t ime  o r  a n o t h e r .  

The o n s e t  of  Hut D i s e a s e  is r a r e l y  p r e d i c t a b l e a s  t h e r e  a r e  few e a r l y  
warning symptoms. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o  t h e  shrewd o b s e r v e r ,  one s u c h  
may be o b s e r v e d  p r i o r  t o  r e t i r i n g  f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  A p o s s i b l e  v i c t i m  
is i n d i c a t e d  i f  t h e  s e t t i n g  of  an a la rm c l o c k  c a u s e s  him ( o r  h e r )  
undue d i s t r e s s .  T h i s  is because  t h e  a f f l i c t i o n  is  g e n e r a l l y  
c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by l e t h a r g y .  I t  becomes p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  when, 
a f t e r  t h e  v i c t i m  is  f i r s t  awoken t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning he is s t i l l  
s e e n  t o  b e  prone  a f t e r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p a r t y  i s  up and a b o u t .  I f  
f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  r o u s e  h i m  a r e  m e t  w i t h  v e r b a l  v i o l e n c e  and 
p h r a s e s  l i k e  ' g o  away' ( o r  words t o  t h a t  a f f e c t )  t h e n  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  
o f  :Iut D i s e a s e  is c e r t a i n .  By s l e e p i n g  i n ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  v i c t i m  
e x p e c t s  t o  b e  excused from cav ing  f o r  t h e  day .  

A s  an i n n o v a t i o n  i t  may b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a f t e r  a s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  - v i c t i m  g e t s  up of h i s  own a c c o r d .  T h i s  is  t h e  i n s i d i o u s n e s s  of  Hut 
1 D i s e a s e  a s  he  may then  be assumed t o  b e  ' c u r e d '  by t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r  

who is t h e r e f o r e  p u t  o f f  h i s  g u a r d .  However, t h i s  is t h e  s t a g e  a t  
which t h e  a f f l i c t i o n  may t a k e  on one o f  i t s  r a r e r  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  
u n m i s t a k e a b l e  forms.  For  i n s t a n c e  t h e  v i c t i m  may b e  s e e n  t o  b e  
t a k i n g  an i n o r d i n a t e l y  l o n g  t i m e  o v e r  h i s  b r e a k f a s t .  Now i t  is 
acknowledged t h a t  t h e  cooking of p o r r i d g e  i s  a  f a i r l y  s p e c i a l i s e d  
a r t  r e q u i r i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  - e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  
is t o  be made t o  t h e  r i g h t  c o n s i s t e n c y  and. w i t h o u t  lumps. However, 
t h e  v i c t i m  t a k e s  f u l l  advantage  o f  t h i s  and w h i l s t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
p a r t y  is ready  t o  head o f f  f o r  t h e i r  cave he  is s t i l l  a s s i d u o u s l y  
p r e p a r i n g  p o r r i d g e  a s  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d '  . 
There  a r e  many v a r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  above theme b u t  t h e y  a l l  r e s u l t  
i n  t h e  v i c t i m  e v e n t u a l l y  d e c l a r i n g  i n  a  t o n e  of g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  
s a c r i f i c e  'oh w e l l ,  you chaps  b e t t e r  go on w i t h o u t  m e ' .  

y. 

I t  is notknown what i n d u c e s  t h e  o n s e t  of  Hut D i s e a s e  b u t  i t  is 
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g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  l i e s  deep  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  
t h e  v i c t i m .  I t  is s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  a  t e m p o r a r y  o v e r  a c t i v e  i n s t i n c t  
o f  s e l f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  may be i n v o l v e d .  However,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  c a u s e  
t h e  d i s e a s e  is known t o  b e  h i g h l y  c o n t a g e o u s .  The v i c t i m  must  b e  
i s o l a t e d  from o t h e r  members o f  t h e  p a r t y  l e s t  t h e y  too f a l l  p r e y  to  
i ts  d e b i l i t a t i n g  a f f e c t s .  I n s t a n c e s  are known where a  whole  p a r t y  
s o  a f f e c t e d  h a s  i n d u l g e d  i n  what  is e u p h e m i s t i c a l l y  c a l l e d  a ' rest  
day ' . 
P r e v e n t i o n  is b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  c u r e  and  an a s t u t e  p a r t y  l e a d e r  can  
i n  some cases pre-empt  t h e  o n s e t  o f  Hut Disease b y  h a n d i n g  o u t  c u p s  
o f  tea  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning .  I n  t h i s  way i f  b r i b e r y  d o e s n ' t  
s u c c e e d ,  t h e n  N a t u r e  may w e l l  f o r c e  t h e  l i k e l y  v i c t i m  t o  get  u p .  

I f  t h e  above t e c h n i q u e  f a i l s ,  e v e r y  e n d e a v o u r  s h o u l d  s t i l l  b e  made 
t o  r e v i v e  t h e  v i c t i m  f rom h i s  l e t h a r g y .  T h i s  is  f o r  h i s  s a k e  as w e l l  
as f o r  t h e  rest o f  t h e  p a r t y .  S h o u l d  he  b e  l e f t  t o  r e c u p e r a t e  i n  
h i s  own t i m e  t h e n  he  w i l l  s u f f e r  as an a f t e r  a f f e c t  b o t h  g r i e f  and  
r emorse  a t  h a v i n g  been  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  h u t ,  o r  worse s t i l l  h i s  b e d  
f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  morning  i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  whole  d a y .  

G e n t l e  p e r s u a s i o n  is r a r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r o u s i n g  t h e  s t r i k e n  
i n d i v i d u a l .  I n d e e d  h e  is l i k e l y  to  r e g a r d  t h i s  a s  a s i g n  o f  weakness  
and  may e v e n  become more c o m a t o s e . ,  A f i r m  a p p r o a c h  is e s s e n t i a l .  
With t h e  m i l d l y  a f f l i c t e d  a few s t e r n  words  o f  r e p r o a c h  w i l l  o f t e n  
s u f f i c e .  I n  s e v e r e  cases t h e r e  i s  , b u t  o n e  c u r e  and  a l t h o u g h  ratber 
d r a s t i c  is  known t o  be 100% e f f e c t i v e .  Take t h e  v i c t i m ,  b y  f o r c e  i f  
n e c e s s a r y  a n d  s t a n d  him u n d e r  a c o l d  shower .  On no  a c c o u n t  s h o u l d  
you b e  d e t e r r e d  from t h i s  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  by h i s  c r i e s  o f  a n g u i s h .  
A f t e r  f i v e  m i n u t e s  t h e  c u r e  is compaete .  

A word of  c a u t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  t h e  p a t i e n t  may b e  s e e n  t o  be 
somewhat s u l l e n  and  r e s e n t f u l .  T h i s  is b u t  a t e m p o r a r y  c o n d i t i o n  and  
h e  w i l l  soon  b e  r e a d y  t o  take h i s  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y .  




