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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASElANI AN CAVERNEERING CLUB 

Annual S u b s c r i p t i o n s  $ 5 . 0 0 ,  S i n g l e  c o p i e s  50$, Non Members $1 .00  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
P r e s i d e n t :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  4 7  Waterworks  Rd, Dynnyrne 7005 Ph 34 4862 

S e c r e t a r y :  Andrew B r i g g s ,  1 1 4  Vantona  Rd, Sandy Bay 7005  Ph 2 5  1 8 0 1  

T r e a s u r e r :  D iana  D a v i e s ,  2 3  A r t h u r  S t ,  N H o b a r t  7000 (Wk) Ph 2 0  2669 

E d i t o r  : S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  7 R u p e r t  Ave, New Town 7008  Ph 2 8  3054 

T y p i s t  : Sue  Wailes, 47 Waterworks  Rd, Dynnyrne 7005 Ph 34 4862 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

THE YEAR THAT VAS - 1982 REVIl3IYED 

I n  r e t r o s p e c t  1982  was t h e  mos t  a c t i v e  and  p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r  i n  t h e  
l a s t  d e c a d e  and  p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  TCC. F i v e  t o  
s i x  k i l o m e t r e s  o f  c a v e  w a s  s u r v e y e d  t o  a h i g h  d e g r e e  and  s u r f a c e  

L s u r v e y s  o f  a b o u t  t h e  same d i s t a n c e  t i e d  e n t r a n c e s  t o g e t h e r  t o  form 
some s e n s e  f rom t h e  c h a o t i c  c o n t o u r s  h i d d e n  u n d e r  t h e  d e n s e  r a i n  
f o r e s t  canopy o f  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y .  Ice Tube w a s  bo t tomed  t o  
a new n a t i o n a l  d e p t h  r e c o r d  o f  345  m and  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  pushed  
from an  e a s y  b e g i n n e r s  c a v e  o f  h a l f  a k i l o m e t r e  t o  a  s e n s a t i o n a l  
f o u r  k i l o m e t r e  m u l t i - s t r e a m  s y s t e m  t h a t  g rows  e v e r y  t i m e  i t ' s  
l o o k e d  a t .  T r a c k s  have  b e e n  c h a i n s a w e d  and  marked a n d ,  i n  some 
c a s e s ,  s u r v e y e d  t o  make access q u i c k e r  and  easier .  The l i m e s t o n e  
p l a t e a u  o f  M t  Anne w a s  l o o k e d  a t  and  v e r y  p r o m i s i n g  f i n d s  t u r n e d  
up t o  k e e p  u s  busy  i n  1983 .  D i v e s  i n t o  t h e  J u n e e  R e s u r g e n c e  
i m p r e s s e d  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  l a r g e  p a s s a g e  210  m i n ,  
a p p a r e n t l y  a g a i n s t  a l l  g e o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  open  
p a s s a g e  w a s  s h o r t  l i v e d .  

T h i s  y e a r  h o l d s  much p r o m i s e  which  w i l l  mean more t r i p s  t o  Mt Anne, 
more s u r v e y i n g  i n  Growl ing  S w a l l e t ,  S e r e n d i p i t y  and  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  
T a s s i e  P o t  and  T h r e e  F a l l s .  D i v e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  J u n e e  
Resu rgence  p l u s  much more c a v i n g  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e ,  A u s t r a l i a ' s  
p r e m i e r e  c a v i n g  a r e a .  - 

L Thanks go t o  e v e r y o n e  who a i d e d  u s  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  
c l u b  members and t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  ANM c o n c e r n  i n  Maydena, t h e  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  H o t e l  and  R o y ' s  D e l i  i n  Maydena. A l l  t h e  b e s t  i n  
1 9 8 3 .  

TREVOR WAILES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
ODD BITS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - WEDNESDATY' 30  MARCH 1 9 8 3  
Y e s  f o l k s ,  i t ' s  o n  a g a i n !  Not happy w i t h  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  
Club?  Why n o t  s t a n d  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  and  do i t  y o u r  way?! 

A l l  p o s i t i o n s  become v a c a n t  and  a b l e  b o d i e s  must  b e  f o u n d  t o  
f i l l  them s o  e n a b l e  y o u r  body and  f i l l  o n e !  

R e p o r t s  f rom t h e  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  are u s u a l l y  p r e s e n t e d  
a t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  and  a l s o  a r e  o f  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e .  SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ARE DUE as o f  t h a t  n i g h t .  



S p e l e o  S p i e l  No 184  
J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y  1983  Page  2 

Remember TCC AGM 
7  R u p e r t  Avenue 
Wednesday 30 March 1 9 8 3  a t  8 . 0 0  pm 
BE THERE ( w i t h  y o u r  Sub)  

. WILDERNESS MEDICINE WORKSHOP 
T h i s  a n n u a l  weekend is t o  b e  h e l d  on 1 9  and  20  March 1983 a t  
Waddamana. Run by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S p o r t s  Med ic ine  F e d e r a t i o n ,  
t h e s e  l i v e - i n  weekends a r e  a l w a y s  good v a l u e  and  e n a b l e  e v e r y o n e  
i n v o l v e d  i n  o u t d o o r  s p o r t s  t o  l e a r n  p r a c t i c a l  f i r s t - a i d  and  
t r e a t m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s .  T o p i c s  r a n g e  from d i s l o c a t e d  thumbs,  t h r o u g h  
b roken  f e e t  and  i n c l u d e  h e a r t  a t t a c k s ,  s u r v i v a l ,  c o l d  e x p o s u r e ,  
f r a c t u r e s ,  and  s o  o n .  

Fo r  t h e  meager  c o s t  o f  $15 .00  f o r  f o u r  meals and a b e d  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t ,  who c a n  compla in?  I t ' s  p r o b a b l y  c h e a p e r  t h a n  s t a y i n g  
home ! 

C o n t a c t  Mr I a n  S t e w a r t  - Ph 4 3  8074 
o r  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

b u t  do  i t  soon  as s p a c e  is l i m i t e d .  

. IUS CONGRESS - SPAIN 1 9 8 5  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  v i s i t  o f  two S w i s s  c a v e r s  i t  h a s  become 
a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  is an IUS Congres s  w o r t h  g o i n g  t o ,  t h i s  
is i t .  

To b e  h e l d  i n  n o r t h e r n  S p a i n ,  t h e  f i e l d  t r i p s  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  
t h e  Congres s  i t s e l f  w i l l  t a k e  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  anyone  
w a n t s  t o  d o .  

S o ,  s tart  s a v i n g  now and  t u n e  up y o u r  S p a n i s h  f o r  a r e a l l y  g r e a t  
Congres s  ! 

. PIX FOR THE PUB 
En thus i a sm h a s  been  e x p r e s s e d  by Ken B r i t t o n ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  H o t e l  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  P u b ) ,  f o r  
s p e l e o  p i c t u r e s  t o  b e  hung i n  t h e  b a r .  

They mould c e r t a i n l y  add  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  s l i g h t l y  d r a b  i n t e r i o r  
and  a l s o  g i v e  TCC a b i t  o f  p u b l i c i t y .  

S p o r t i n g / a c t i o n  p h o t o s  are c a l l e d  f o r ,  and  when o n e  o r  t w o  have  
been  s e l e c t e d ,  p o s t e r  p r i n t s  w i l l  b e  made a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  p r e s e n t e d  
t o  Ken f o r  t h e  b a r  o r  o t h e r  s u i t a b l e  h a n g i n g  s p o t  i n  t h e  Pub .  

. FIGURE EIGHTS 
A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  Yanks have  j u s t  woken up t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f i g u r e  
8 ' s  can  jam i f  t h e  r o p e  f l i p s  up o n t o  i t s e l f  i n s t e a d  o f  r u n n i n g  
a r o u n d  t h e  w a i s t  o f  t h e  8 .  NSS N e w s  J u l y  1982  h a s  a s h o r t  
a r t i c l e  on t h i s  p rob lem which  c a n  b e  t o t a l l y  a v o i d e d  by k e e p i n g  
t h e  f r e e  e n d  down, and  g o t  o u t  o f  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  an a s c e n d e r .  

STUART NICHOLAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
ERRATA 

T h i n g s  g o t  a l i t t l e  c o n f u s e d  i n  l a s t  m o n t h ' s  E r r a t a  a n d  Andrew B r i c k s  
s h o u l d  a c t u a l l y  have  r e a d  Andrew B r i g s .  .................................................................. 
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GROWLING SWALLET REVISITED, REVISITED, REVISITED 

S e v e r a l  months  ago  a  stream s i n k  i n  t h e  immed ia t e  e n t r a n c e  t o  
Growl ing  S w a l l e t  w a s  n o t e d .  T h i s  p a s s a g e  starts j u s t  be low t h e  
l a r g e s t  b o u l d e r  on  t h e  c l i m b  down, s t i l l  i n  d a y l i g h t .  A roomy 
chamber on  t h e  l e f t  c o l l e c t s  two s t r e a m s  which  r u n  o f f  a t  r i g h t  
a n g l e s  t o  t h e  main stream. Andrew B r i g g s  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  p a s s a g e  t o  
t h e  head  o f  what  h e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  a n  e x t r e m e l y  w e t  15-20 m p i t c h .  

E a r l y  J a n u a r y  s a w  water l e v e l s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  low and  a f t e r  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  n a s t y  s u r v e y  t r i p  down T r a p d o o r  S w a l l e t  s o m e t h i n g  a  
b i t  more e n j o y a b l e  was l o o k e d  f o r .  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  was c l o s e  a t  
hand and  r e l a t i v e l y  d r y  s o  t h e  undescended  p i t c h  w a s  l o o k e d  a t .  
I had  h i g h  h o p e s  f o r  t h i s  a l i e n  t r e n d i n g  p a s s a g e  t a k i n g  s o  much 
water when w e t .  The p i t c h  w a s  q u i c k l y  r i g g e d  and  when d e s c e n d e d  
it  p r o v e d  t o  b e  o n l y  1 0  m t o  a  c o n f u s e d  a r e a  o f  breakdown and 
b o u l d e r s .  A way was f o u n d  t h r o u g h  s q u e e z e s  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  stream t o  a  roomy s h a f t  w i t h  w a t e r f a l l .  
An e a s y  c l i m b  down t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  aven  l e d  t o  more c r a w l i n g  
i n t o  a  f i n e  stream p a s s a g e  d e s c e n d i n g  g e n t l y .  A f t e r  200 m t h e  

L 
p a s s a g e  b r o k e  i n t o  a d r y  chamber w i t h  t h e  s t r e a m  r u n n i n g  o f f  down 
more c l e a n  washed s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  t o  a n  a r e a  o f  b reakdown.  Of c o u r s e  
a l l  t h i s  was f a r  t o o  good t o  b e  t r u e  s o  I r e t r e a t e d  t o  g e t  
r e i n f o r c e m e n t s .  We q u i c k l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i m i t  and  a 
way t h r o u g h  was found  i n t o  more stream p a s s a g e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  
c o n t i n u i n g  p a s s a g e  seemed t o  l o o k  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more f a m i l i a r  
u n t i l  a  v e r y  f a m i l i a r  c l i m b  down o f  a b o u t  5 m i n t o  a d e e p  p o o l  was 
e n c o u n t e r e d .  The s h o r t  c o n t i n u i n g  p a s s a g e  f i n a l l y  merged w i t h  t h e  
main s t reamway j u s t  be low t h e  c a s c a d e s  series.  

T h i s  f i r s t  t r a v e r s e  o f  t h e  i n l e t  p a s s a g e  h a s  answered  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  where  t h e  w a t e r  comes f r o m ,  b u t  t h e  s u r p r i s i n g  f a c t  i s  t h a t  
t h i s  p a s s a g e  c r o s s e s  b e n e a t h  t h e  main  s t r e a m ,  a  c o m p l e t e l y  
u n e x p e c t e d  r e v e l a t i o n .  A l s o  t h e  i n l e t  p a s s a g e  h a s  many u n e x p l o r e d  
l e a d s  and  c o u l d  add c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  t o  an a l r e a d y  r a p i d l y  
g rowing  s y s t e m .  

The P a r t y :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  Andrew T o r n i n g  ( f r o m  
S y d n e y ) .  

, - TREVOR WAILES 
4 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

OWL POT J F 2 2 1  

P a r t y  o f  t h e  f i r s t :  Andrew Coope r ,  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  McTinneys,  
S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

Party o f  t h e  s e c o n d ;  T r e v o r  IVa i l e s ,  P h i 1  J a c k s o n  ( f r o m  SCS ! ) 

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Upper Nine  Road Master P l a n  ( P l a n  B ) ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  
t o  s u r v e y  Ovrl P o t  ( y e s ,  w e  know SCS have  s u r v e y e d  i t  ! Say no more!  ) 
The Upper Nine  Road M a s t e r  P l a n  ( P l a n  B )  is  d i s t i n c t  and d i f f e r e n t  
f rom t h e  Lower Nine  Road Master P l a n  ( P l a n  A) which  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  
c a l l e d  t h e  Upper E i g h t  M a s t e r  P l a n  ( P l a n  D) .  

The e a r l y  risers ( p a r t y  o f  t h e  f i r s t )  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a s u r v e y  g r o u p ,  
J a n i n e ,  S t u a r t ,  C h r i s ,  and  a  r i g g i n g  g r o u p ,  R ik  and  Andrew, and  
headed  o f f  down. The p a r t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  was t o  f o l l o w  l a t e r  and  
s u r v e y  a s e c t i o n  d i s c o v e r e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  r o c k p i l e  
n e a r  t h e  s q u e e z e ,  and  h a v i n g  " g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l " .  
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A l l  went well u n t i l  w e  n e a r e d  t h e  s t reamway t o  f i n d  R ik  s u f f e r i n g  i n  
s i l e n c e ( ! )  f rom a r o c k  s t r i k e  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  o n e  o f  h i s  two f e e t .  
A p p a r e n t l y  Andrew had d i s l o d g e d  a  r o c k  w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  an i n n o v a t i v e  
new f r e e  h a n g i n g  r i g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h .  R ik  a d m i t t e d  f a u l t ,  s a y i n g  
h e  s h o u l d n ' t  have  l e f t  h i s  f o o t  i n  t h e  way. R ik  and  Andrew headed  
o u t  w h i l e  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s u r v e y e d  on u p s t r e a m  
t o  t h e  r o c k p i l e .  ( Q u e s t i o n :  Would anyone  who h a s  been  game epough 
t o  c l i m b  more t h a n  20 m i n t o  t h e  r o c k p i l e / w a t e r f a l l  a t  t h e  t o p  end  o f  
stream p a s s a g e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  s u r v e y o r s ) .  

T rev  and  P h i 1  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  as w e  s u r v e y e d  t o  
i t  and  w e  a l l  s t o p p e d  t o  a d m i r e  t h e  r i g g i n g .  They had m e t  t h e  
ambulan t  p a r t y ,  d ropped  more r o c k s  on  them,  and  found  o u t  t o  t h e i r  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  "new" s e c t i o n  w a s  a l o o p .  The d e r i g g i n g  o f  
t h e  p i t c h  became t h e  m a j o r  t o p i c  o f  d e b a t e .  Nobody w a s  game enough 
t o  u s e  t h e  r i g  and  none c o u l d  f i n d  a  s a f e  way t o  c l i m b  up  t o  d e r i g  i t .  

The p i t c h  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  d e r i g g e d  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t ,  w e l l  w i t h o u t  
i n j u r y  anyway, and  w e  r a c e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  t h e  g a t e ,  c a t c h i n g  i t  
j u s t  i n  t i m e  ( g a t e ,  n o t  s u r f a c e ) .  

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  more t r i p s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  soon  as  t h e  Upper Nine  Road L 
i 

Mas te r  P l a n  ( P l a n  B) is o n l y  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i v e  s t a g e s .  

CHRIS DAVIES 

P l a n  B is s e c o n d a r y  t o  P l a n  A o r  P l a n  D .  P l a n  A and  P l a n  D are t h e  
same,  b u t  d i f f e r e n t .  I n  t i m e  P l a n  B w i l l  become p a r t  o f  F l a n  A o r  
o f  P l a n  D .  A t  t h a t  s t a g e  t h e r e  w i l l  no l o n g e r  b e  a P l a n  A o r  a  P l a n  
B o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  no P l a n  S o r  P l a n  D. T h i s  w i l l  l e a v e  e i t h e r  P l a n  
A o r  P l a n  D a s  t h e  NET? MASTER PLAN. P l a n  A o r  P l a n  D w i l l  t h e n  
become P l a n  E. T h e r e  i s  no P l a n  C .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
PROBING I N  GROWLING STYALLET 

D e s p i t e  numerous t r i p s  i n t o  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  several 
months ,  good l e a d s  are s t i l l  t o  b e  had i n  t h i s  complex s y s t e m .  
C a u l i f l o w e r  Corne r  a s  i t  is known t o  some, i s  a n  a r e a  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  
by s o a r i n g  a v e n s  and  v a r i o u s  small p a s s a g e  l e a d s .  I t  is l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t h e  series o f  t h r e e  p i t s ,  
a l l  o f  which  d r o p  down t o  t h e  l e v e l  t h a t  g i v e s  access t o  t h e  B l a c k  
R i v e r .  P e r h a p s  t h e  most  a t t r a c t i v e  l e a d  a t  C a u l i f l o w e r  C o r n e r  is a 
na r row f o s s i l  canyon which  a l t h o u g h  r a t h e r  t o r t u r o u s  i n  n a t u r e ,  
u n l i k e  most o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  n e a r b y ,  is h e a d i n g  g r a d u a l l y  downwards. 
I t  is s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h i s  l e a d  now named SERVALANE t r e n d s  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k  R i v e r  S e r i e s ,  and  b e i n g  a t  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  i t  
w a s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  S e r v a l a n e  s h o u l d  go  somewhere,  p e r h a p s  even  beyond 
t h e  B l a c k  R i v e r  Sump. 

With t h i s  i n  mind t h e  5 t h  F e b r u a r y  s a w  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  Andrew B r i g g s ,  
R i c h a r d  H o r t l e  and  Rolan E b e r h a r d  making t h e i r  way a l o n g  t h e  
u n c o m f o r t a b l e  S e r v a l a n e .  No b r e e z e  c o u l d  b e  n o t i c e d  a n d  j u s t  when 
t h e  p a s s a g e  l o o k e d  l i k e  i t  w a s  i n  f a c t  g o i n g  somewhere,  p r o g r e s s  
h a l t e d  a t  a  h i g h  r i f t  t h a t  w a s  t o o  na r row t o  n e g o t i a t e .  T h i s  c a u s e d  
a f e w  h a r s h  words  t o  b e  s a i d  b u t  t h e s e  were soon  f o r g o t t o n  and  
exchanged  f o r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  y e l p s  when R i c h a r d  c l imbed  u p  i n t o  t h e  
c e i l i n g  and  s u d d e n l y  found  h i m s e l f  i n  a h i g h  and  much more s p a c i o u s  
r i f t .  A f t e r  b a s h i n g  an  o b s t r u c t i n g  b l a d e  o f  r o c k  away a t  o n e  e n d  of 
t h i s  r i f t ,  I emerged i n  a d r y  t r u n k  p a s s a g e .  T h i s  b r o u g h t  a few 
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more y e l p s  and w e  w e r e  soon r u s h i n g  a l o n g  admir ing  t h e  wide walls 
and s m a l l  d e l i c a t e  c a l c i t e  e n c r u s t a t i o n s  t h a t  c runched n o i s i l y  
u n d e r f o o t .  

However, less t h a n  one  hundred metres f u r t h e r  on we were h a l t e d  
t e m p o r a r i l y  a t  a  l a r g e  b l o c k  which had f a l l e n  from t h e  c e i l i n g  and 
e f f e c t i v e l y  b locked  o u r  p a t h .  A b i t  of  s c u l p t u r i n g  w i t h  a  r o c k  
and some c o n t o r t i o n s  saw Andrew th rough  fo l lowed  by t h e  rest o f  u s .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  cave  becomes somewhat c o n f u s i n g  due  
t o  much r o c k f a l l ,  and Andrew r e p o r t e d  a  mud choke a t  t h e  l o w e s t  
p o i n t .  The rest of  u s  wandered i n t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  a  ve ry  i m p r e s s i v e  
aven .  Here w e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  wa lk ing  l e a d  "upstream" of  o u r  
p o i n t  of e n t r y  i n t o  t h i s  p a s s a g e  ( s u g g e s t e d  name SPACE RAT ALLEY) 
would be  more p r o d u c t i v e  s o  we r e t r a c e d  o u r  s t e p s .  T h i s  was an  
a n t i c l i m a x ,  t r e n d i n g  upwards i n t o  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  aven a f t e r  n o t  s o  
many metres ( t h e  e l u s i v e  t o p  e n t r a n c e ? ) .  Well s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a  
c o u p l e  of  hundred metres of  new cave  we headed o u t ,  impeded s l i g h t l y  
by C h r i s ' s  lamp which f l i c k e d  on and o f f  a t  random. 

I t  w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see t h e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  of  S e r v a l a n e  and 
a s s o c i a t e d  p a s s a g e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e s p e c t  of  t h e  Black R i v e r .  I t  
seems t h a t  Space  Rat A l l e y  i s  s t i l l  above t h e  l e v e l  of  Black R i v e r  
and p e r h a p s  c o u l d  b e  worth more work i f  i t  t r e n d s  i n  a  s u i t a b l e  
d i r e c t i o n .  We can o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  such  t h i n g s  u n t i l  a  s u r v e y  is 
made which s o  f a r  h a s  k e p t  up w i t h  most of  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  
Growling S w a l l e t  and beyond. 

ROLAN EBERHARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MIDNIGHT HOLE 

P a r t y :  R ichard  H o r t l e ,  Rolan Eberhard  

Although p r i m a r i l y  an  SRT p r o v i n g  e x e r c i s e  f o r  me,Midnight o f f e r e d  
s u f f i c i e n t  v e r t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  keep Rolan awake and i n t e r e s t e d ,  
i f  n o t  on t h e  v e r g e  of  h y s t e r i a .  

Not w i l d  f a n t a s i e s  o f  a n t i g r a v i t y  packs  nor  t h e  h o t  wea the r  l i g h t e n e d  
o u r  l o a d s  of r o p e  b u t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e a c h e d .  The f i v e  

L - p i t c h e s  of  Midnight Hole a r e  s t a c k e d  more o r  less on t o p  of  each  
o t h e r  i n  t h e i r  d e s c e n t  t o  E n t r a n c e  o r  Mystery Creek Cave. B o l t s  
have been p l a c e d  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  i n t e n d e d  f o r  l a d d e r s  and i n v a r i a b l y  
produce  e x t e n s i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  problems i f  a  r o p e  is  used .  Rolan 
avo ided  t h i s  w i t h  some i n t e l l i g e n t  r i g g i n g ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  number o f  
p r o t e c t o r s  r e q u i r e d  and c r e a t i n g  some d e l i g h t f u l  f r e e  hanging d r o p s .  
I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  t h i r d  ( 3 7  m) p i t c h  which i n v o l v e d  a  s h o r t  t r a v e r s e  
o u t  above t h e  s h a f t  t o  where t h e  r o p e  c o u l d  b e  hung d i r e c t l y  from a  

One and a  h a l f  h o u r s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  
s u r f a c e  w e  had descended t h e  f i n a l  (55 m) 
p i t c h  and a f t e r  a  f e w  minu tes  of musing 
abou t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  p l a c e s  c a v e r s  go t o  eat 
c h o c o l a t e , b e g a n  t h e  journey  up.  The t o p  o f  
t h i s  f i n a l  p i t c h  s a w  u s  h a u l i n g  f r u i t l e s s l y  
on a  r a t h e r  l e n g t h y  r o p e  t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o  b e  
e x t r i c a t e d  from a r a t h e r  l e n g t h y  p i t c h .  
D e s p i t e  Rolan p u t t i n g  on a  good show o f  
p r e t e n d i n g  t o  be  keen t o  r e v e r s e  Jumar t o  
t h e  bot tom (we 'd  l e f t  o u r  descend ing  g e a r  
i n  a  pack on t h e  bot tom) t o  f r e e  t h e  r o p e ,  

"sU Ae You.*Z- st+? -1-3 KC my s u g g e s t i o n  of  th rowing  t h e  r o p e  i n t o  t h e  
nheu&&- CO,",. t o  ~ d . e l * . Y !  
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v o i d  and r e c l a i m i n g  i t  v i a  E n t r a n c e  Cave and Matchbox s q u e e z e ,  m e t  
w i t h  a p p r o v a l .  

N a t u r a l l y  i t  was I t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  found myself  g r o v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  squeeze  w h i l e  Rolan made supposed ly  encourag ing  and h e l p f u l  
comments from a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d r i e r  p o s i t i o n .  

I n  summary, Midnight Hole p r o v i d e s  a  s h o r t  (we s p e n t  f o u r  h o u r s  
underground) ,  d r y  and v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  SRT t r i p .  

RICHARD HORTLE .................................................................. 
MIDNIGHT HOLE TACKLE DESCRIPTION 

Below is  g i v e n  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g g i n g  used  on a  r e c e n t  d e s c e n t  
and a s c e n t  of  Midnight Hole .  The p i t c h  l e n g t h s  a r e  based on t h o s e  
r e p o r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o t  and i t  s h o u l d  b e  
borne  i n  mind t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  su rveyed  l e n g t h s .  A l l  p i t c h e s  
e x c e p t  t h e  f i r s t  have l a r g e  e y e b o l t s  i n  p l a c e ,  a l t h o u g h  a l l  appear  
t o  be  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  t h e y  were p l a c e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  l a d d e r s  and 
hence a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  hanging s i n g l e  r o p e s .  I n  

ii 

many c a s e s  a l t e r n a t i v e  b e l a y s  o f f e r  much more e f f i c i e n t  r i g g i n g  . 
p o i n t s ,  backed up w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b o l t s .  

PITCH 1 21 m 
I n i t i a l  t i e  o f f  t o  t r ee ,  a  s h o r t  leeper p i t o n  d r i v e s  i n t o  a  
s h a l l o w  c r a c k  5 metres down used  as a r e b e l a y .  2  p r o t e c t o r s  
a t  l i p .  

PITCH 2 12 m 
The r o p e  was hung from a  No 9 hexagonal  chock a t  t h e  t o p  of  
t h e  p i t c h ,  t i e d  back t o  t h e  b o l t .  No p r o t e c t o r s .  

PITCH 3 37 m 
-p- 

To a c h i e v e  a  f r e e h a n g i n g  r o p e  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  t r a v e r s e  
from t h e  b o l t  o u t  above t h e  s h a f t  t o  a  c r a c k  beh ind  a f l a k e .  
Here a  l a r g e  a n g l e  p i t o n  was d r i v e n  i n ,  backed up w i t h  a  
No 6 hex i n  t h e  same c r a c k .  The p i t o n  was l e f t  i n  p l a c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  a s c e n t  and c o u l d  t h e  n e x t  p e o p l e  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  
p l e a s e  r e t r i e v e  t h i s  i t e m .  No p r o t e c t o r s  used  b u t  a  r o p e  
is  n e c e s s a r y  on t h e  t r a v e r s e .  

PITCH 4 34 m 
( i )  T i e  o f f  t o  b o l t  and a b s e i l  5 metres t o  a l e d g e  and t h e  

second b o l t .  1 p r o t e c t o r .  

( i i )  T ied  o f f  t o  t h e  b o l t  t h e  rope  hangs down t h e  r o c k  f a c e  
where s e v e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a b r a s i o n  p o i n t s  e x i s t .  3 
p r o t e c t o r s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  a  r e b e l a y  would b e  d e s i r a b l e  
b u t  t h e  r o c k  i s  r o t t e n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

PITCH 5 55 m 
The r o p e  w a s  t i e d  o f f  t o  t h e  b o l t  a t  t h e  head of  t h e  s h a f t .  
A s h o r t  w i r e  t r a c e  around a  large conven ien t  j u g  h a n d l e  5 
metres down was used  t o  hang t h e  r o p e  down t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  
f i n a l  s u p e r b  c i r c u l a r  p i t .  A c o u p l e  of  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  
dub ious  v a l u e  w e r e  used  below t h e  b o l t .  

ROLAN EBERHARD ..................................................................... 
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NOTES ON PEANUT BRITTLE POT (JF 147)  

The su rvey  was drawn from memory f o l l o w i n g  a  t r i p  down t h e  c a v e  i n  
November 1981 w h i c h  r eached  t h e  a p p a r e n t  bot tom a t  an  e s t i m a t e d  
d e p t h  ( c o n s e r v a t i v e )  of -186 metres. For  a  f u l l  r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  
t r i p  and t a c k l e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  see S p e l e o  S p i e l  No 173.  The c a v e  
had been p r e v i o u s l y  su rveyed  down t o  approx imate ly  -80 metres and 
it is hoped t h e  s k e t c h  w i l l  g i v e  someone t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  comple te  
t h e  s u r v e y .  

Peanut  B r i t t l e  P o t  h a s  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e i n g  l o o s e  and u n s a f e ,  
however, t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  cave  is s o l i d ,  a l t h o u g h  a s  
t h e  name s u g g e s t s  t h e  r o c k  i n  p l a c e s  is  o f  v e r y  poor  q u a l i t y .  
S e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  t h e  sys tem;  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  
f i n a l  p i t c h  a  h o r i z o n t a l  p a s s a g e  c a r r y i n g  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  is 
r e a c h e d .  I n  t h e  downstream d i r e c t i o n  i t  soon narrows t o  a  c r a w l ,  
t h i s  was pursued  by T .Wai les  who r e p o r t e d  "it s t a r t e d  s m a l l  and 
became t i g h t e r  b u t  n o t  i m p a s s i b l y  s o  i f  t h e  c o b b l e s  were removed". 
The p a s s a g e  ups t ream g r a d u a l l y  t r e n d s  back towards  t h e  s u r f a c e  
becoming v e r t i c a l ,  b u t  t h i s  a r e a  was n o t  I 

i n v e s t i g a t e d  t o  any c o n c l u s i o n .  P e r h a p s  5 4 -  "L t 
L t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  l e a d  i n  t h e  cave  is  YLU start 

t h e  undescended p i t c h  i n  J u n c t i o n  H a l l .  *L raw= 

T h i s  is reached  by c o n t i n u i n g  down t h e  as so*h 

obvious  r o u t e  ( p a s t  t h e  Window P i t c h ) ,  a  .S +Lr 
s l o p i n g  1 5  m e t r e  p i t c h  t o  a  chamber. Here ,&S k r c !  

a  l a r g e  aven e n t e r s  and a  narrow s l o t  low 
down a p p a r e n t l y  l e a d s  t o  a  s h o r t  d r o p .  
I t  is f e a s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  p rove  t o  b e  
connec ted  w i t h  t h e  ups t ream p a s s a g e  
mentioned b e f o r e ,  however,  i t  is  a l s o  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i t  is  t o t a l l y  s e p a r a t e  
j u s t  w a i t i n g  f o r  someone w i t h  a  b i t  of  
m o t i v a t i o n  t o  d i s c o v e r  what l i e s  beyond! 

A s u r f a c e  su rvey  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  J F  147 and 
J F  341 e n t r a n c e s  h a s  been done b u t  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h i s  p r o j e c t  seems t o  have  been n e g l e c t e d  w i t h  
p e o p l e ' s  e c e r g y  b e i n g  consumed by t h e  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  
Growling/Serendipity/Ice Tube a r e a .  Who's keen t o  go back t o  

L I Peanut  B r i t t l e  P o t ?  
ROLAN EBERHARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

KUBLA KHAN - 12 February  1983 

P a r t y :  R Eberhard ,  R H o r t l e ,  J Bamford 

I t  looked  l i k e  s h a p i n g  up t o  b e  a  r e g u l a r  t o u r i s t  j a u n t  t h r o u g h  
Kubla,  l i t t l e  d i d  w e  s u s p e c t  what was t o  come! I t  w a s  o n l y  a  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  a l o n g  t h e  S t a l a c t i t e  T r a v e r s e  t h a t  t h e  bad karma s t r u c k ;  
R ichard  who was ahead s l i p p e d  and f e l l  some seven m e t r e s ,  l a n d i n g  
i n  a  s h a l l o w  poo l  o f  w a t e r  i n  t h e  s t r e a m  below. A t  f i r s t  i t  
seemed he  had o n l y  s u f f e r e d  a  s l i g h t  s t u n n i n g  and a  comple te  
d r e n c h i n g  b u t  c l o s e r  examina t ion  r e v e a l e d  h i s  r i g h t  thumb t o  b e  
b a d l y  d i s j o i n t e d ,  s h o r t e n e d  w i t h  lumps i n  u n n a t u r a l  p l a c e s .  We 
s u s p e c t e d  i t  w a s  broken and t h i s  seemed a  f a i r  enough excuse  t o  
p i k e ,  s o  w e  made o u r  way s l o w l y  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h e s t  deep  p o o l s  
a t  t h e  s t r e a m  l e v e l .  We r i g g e d  a  h a n d l i n e  up t h e  f l o w s t o n e  w a l l  
i n t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  chamber and c l i m b i n g  t h i s  w a s  no mean f e a t  f o r  
t h e  i n j u r e d  member w i t h  o n l y  one  o p e r a t i v e  hand. I b e l a y e d  Richard  
up t h e  e n t r a n c e  l a d d e r  which he  hand led  w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g  e a s e  
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P E A N U T  B R I T T L E  P O T  

A S F  G R A D E  I I  

'ION HALL 

R.EBERHARD NOV. 1981 I - -- -M. 
a l t h o u g h  h i s  hand had s t a r t e d - t o  t h r o b  p a i n f u l l y .  

Out o f  t h e  c a v e  o u r  p r o b l e m s  s t a r t e d  when w e  s e a r c h e d  f o r  some m e d i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e .  I t  seems t h e r e  i s  a  n u r s e  i n  Mole C r e e k ,  however ,  s h e  was 
nowhere  t o  b e  found  s o  w e  packed  up  camp and  d r o v e  t o  D e l o r a i n e .  Here 
an  X-ray p r o v e d  R i c h a r d ' s  thumb t o  b e  o n l y  b r u i s e d  and  d i s l o c a t e d  a n d  
h e  l e f t  t h e  d o c t o r  w i t h  a s h i n y  m e t a l  s p l i n t  o n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  d i g i t .  

On a n a l y s i n g  t h e  a c c i d e n t  a  f e w  t h i n g s  must  be c o n s i d e r e d .  F i r s t l y ,  
d e s p i t e  R i c h a r d ' s  c l a i m  t h a t  h e  was o n l y  t e s t i n g  h i s  new h e l m e t  c h i n  
s t r a p  ( w h i c h  i n c i d e n t a l l y  d i d  h o l d ) ,  i t  was a p i e c e  o f  r o t t o n  r o c k  
t h a t  c a u s e d  him t o  s l i p  and  f a l l .  T h i s  was a n  u n l u c k y  t h i n g  t o  happen  
b u t  i t  was f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  h e  d i d  l a n d  i n  a  p o o l  o f  w a t e r  which  s a v e d  
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him f rom more s e v e r e  i n j u r i e s .  I t  was a l s o  l u c k y  t h a t  w e  were o n l y  
a  s h o r t  way i n t o  a n  e a s y  t o  m o d e r a t e  s y s t e m  s u c h  as  Kubla  Khan. I 
t h i n k  t h e  m o r a l  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  is  t h a t  a c c i d e n t s  c a n  happen  
anywhere  and  t o  anyone  b u t  t r e a t i n g  e v e r y  c a v e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  l e s s e n s  
t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r i n g .  

ROLAN EBERHARD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
TRAPDOOR 

P a r t y :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  R i c h a r d  H o r t l e ,  Andrew T o r n i n g  

Not e v e r  h a v i n g  been  s u r v e y e d , T r a p d o o r  was o f  i n t e r e s t  as  t o  i t s  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  s y s t e m .  B e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  
w e  had t o  t i e  i t  i n t o  T r e v o r t s  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y  which  p r e s e n t e d  a 
p rob lem a s  h i s  l a s t  s t a t i o n  was a  l a r g e  tree ( r e a d e r s  p l e a s e  n o t e  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  trees i n  t h e  a r e a ! ) .  A t  t h e  close of 
a  s t i m u l a t i n g  g e o m e t r i c a l / b o t a n i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  S t u a r t ,  T r e v o r  
f i n a l l y  p i c k e d  a  v e r y  f i n e  t r ee  as  IT  and  t h e  s u r v e y i n g  began  i n  
e a r n e s t .  

L 
Trapdoor  is  r e a l l y  a t o r t u r o u s  t a l u s  p i l e  p r e t e n d i n g  f r a n t i c a l l y  t o  
b e  a c a v e .  The s u r v e y i n g  w a s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  t o r t u r o u s .  I p l a y e d  
t h a t  f a s c i n a t i n g  game o f  h o l d i n g  t h e  t a p e  u n d e r  s e v e r a l  c u s e c s  o f  
w a t e r  w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  you r e a l l y  c a n  r e a d  t h e  t a p e  
o r  a r e  you j u s t  h a l l u c i n a t i n g  d u e  t o  oxygen  d e p r i v a t i o n  and  
h y p o t h e r m i a !  The t e r m i n a l  chamber  had o n e  o r  two a l m o s t  man s ize  
h o l e s  be tween  t h e  b l o c k s .  I n t o  o n e  o f  t h e s e  S t u a r t  i n s i s t e d  upon 
p u t t i n g  h i s  body .  I summised t h a t  t h e  t h r i f t y  and  a g i n g  S t u a r t  had  
d e c i d e d  T r a p d o o r  would b e  a  much less e x p e n s i v e  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  
t h a n  o n e  w i t h  b r a s s  h a n d l e s  e t c .  

A f t e r  a  s h o r t  t i m e  u n d e r g r o u n d  we r e g a i n e d  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  whereupon 
Andrew, o u r  m a i n l a n d  v i s i t o r ,  g a z e d  a t  h i s  sodden  c o n d i t i o n  and  
mumbled s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s u r p r i s i n g  l a c k  o f  d u s t  i n  Tasmanian  
c a v e s .  

U n l e s s  you a r e  i n t o  w h i p s  a n d  l e a t h e r  I ' m  s u r e  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  
T r a p d o o r  c a n  be s a t i s f i e d  by T r e v o r t s  s u r v e y  w i t h o u t  e x p e r i e n c i n g  i t  

L - y o u r s e l f .  
RICHARD HORTLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

LOST! ! 

One b o l t  hammer l a s t  s e e n  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  S e r e n d i p i t y  l a s t  
December. The hammer w a s  p l a c e d  i n  a t a c k l e  b a g ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
t h e  exhuma t ion  o f  t h i s  and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b a g s  w a s  somewhat l e n g t h y .  
I f  any " l i g h t "  c a n  be thrown on  t h i s  s u b j e c t  f rom s p e l e o s  e i t h e r  
i n  t h i s  S t a t e  o r  NSW, p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  R . E b e r h a r d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
RELEVANT NOTES ON THE TRAPDOOR SWALLET SURVEY 

T r a p d o o r  S w a l l e t  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  r o c k  p i l e  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  f l o w  o f  
w a t e r  t h r o u g h  i t .  Only  two t r i p s  h a v e  b e e n  t o  t h e  b o t t o m ,  t h e  g a p  
be tween  them b e i n g  c l o s e  t o  two y e a r s .  No noticeable c h a n g e  t o o k  
p l a c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  complex  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
however ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  i t  is s t a b l e !  T r a p d o o r  S w a l l e t  
is v e r y  u n s t a b l e  and  due  t o  t h e  amount o f  l o o s e  and  r o t t o n  r o c k  
w i t h i n ,  i t  is v e r y  d a n g e r o u s .  



S p e l e o  S p i e l  No 184 
January /February  1983 Page 1.0 

The s t r e a m  is n o t  f o l l o w e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  and a  bypass  o f  one  of  t h e  
wettest a r e a s  can  be  s e e n  from t h e  e l e v a t e d  s e c t i o n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
e n t r a n c e .  One e n t r a n c e  h a s  n e v e r  been pushed due t o  t h e  f l o w  of  
water b u t  i t  is  assumed t h e  two streams meet where i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  
s u r v e y .  

The cave  was su rveyed  t o  Grade 5 ASF and cave  drawings  were made a t  
t h e  t i m e  b u t  proved u s e l e s s  when drawing up.  The i d e a  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  
w a s  t o  n o t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between it and Growling S w a l l e t .  

Here a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s :  

Trapdoor S w a l l e t  is 4 2 . 5  metres deep which p u t s  i t  5 . 5  metres below 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  h e i g h t  of  Growling S w a l l e t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  abou t  108 metres 
o f  cave  is unknown between t h e  su rveyed  end of  Trapdoor and t h e  - 
r e a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  w a t e r  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  ups t ream w a t e r f a l l  i n  t h e  
Trapdoor s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  o f  Growling S w a l l e t .  

In  t h e  lower  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  cave  t h e r e  is some e v i d e n c e  of " s o l i d 1 '  
bedrock w a l l s  b u t  a t  t h e  lowes t  p o i n t  (down t h e  Glory Hole)  below t h e  
f i n a l  chamber, t h i s  e v i d e n c e  is n o t  borne  o u t .  ) I - 

\ 

The p l a n  is n o t  v e r y  c l e a r  a s  t h e  r o u t e  s p i r a l s  down and o v e r l a p s  
c o n t i n u o u s l y ,  t h i s  g i v e s  no i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  t h e  
surveyed r o u t e  shows a s  a  " c l e a r "  b l a n k  p a t h .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h e  r o c k s  
a r e  n o t  t o  s c a l e  a s  many of  them a r e  as y e t  unsurveyed and were 
g u e s s t i m a t e d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  s u r v e y  t o  be  p u b l i s h e d  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  A l l  
i n  a l l  no t  a  v e r y  n i c e  p l a c e  t o  be .  

TREVOR WAILES 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
WOLFHOLE HX8 - HASTINGS AREA - 20/2 /83  

P a r t y :  Andrew B r i g g s ,  J e a n i n e  D a v i e s ,  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  ( S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s )  

Andrew h a s  of  l a t e  been keen t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  underground photography 
t e c h n i q u e s  and,  w i t h  t h i s  i n  mind, asked S t u a r t  t o  show t h e  p a r t y  t h e  
way t o  Wolfhole .  On Sunday morning a t  0825 h o u r s  Trevor  r a n g  t o  s a y  
t h a t  S t u a r t  c o u l d n ' t  make i t  a s  S t u a r t  was g o i n g  t o  Growling S w a l l e t .  
Not t o  be  t h w a r t e d ,  Andrew c o n t a c t e d  P e t e r  Wat t s  f o r  some rough 
d i r e c t i o n s  and w e  r e o r g a n i s e d  v e h i c l e s  and set  o f f .  

A f t e r  abou t  an h o u r ' s  s e a r c h i n g  i n  t h e  d e s c r i b e d  l o c a l i t y  w e  gave  up 
and d i d  t h e  2  hour r e t u r n  walk t o  Adamsons F a l l s  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e .  
T h i s  proved t o  be  r e a l l y  wor thwhi le  and is recommended t o  f r u s t r a t e d  
c a v e r s  who s h o u l d  t h e n  p roceed  t o  t h e  Thermal Pool  k i o s k  f o r  d e l i g h t f u l  
home made mea t ,  s p i n a c h  and c h e e s e  o r  egg and bacon p i e s ,  o r  bean t a c o s .  

CHRIS DAVIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A r e q u e s t  h a s  been r e c e i v e d  from M r  Tony S t a g g  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and 
any e x i s t i n g  s u r v e y  on "Wet Caves1 ' ,  Mole Creek.  He is f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  sys tem and h a s  v i s i t e d  it many t i m e s .  Anyone a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  Tony 
s h o u l d  e i t h e r  c o n t a c t  t h i s  magazine o r  Tony p e r s o n a l l y  a t  
3 1  West Goder ick  S t r e e t ,  D e l o r a i n e ,  7304. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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