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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

I t  seems t o  happen regu lar  as clockwork every year,  t h a t  strange phenomenon o f  sho r t  
days, co ld  weather, h igh  water l eve l s ,  and the absence o f  e n t h u s i a s t i c  cavers. I n  
Tasmania we c a l l  t h i s  phenomenon "Winter". However, t h i s  year shou ldn ' t  prove any 
d i f f e r e n t  t o  those past .  T r i p s  w i l l  be run al though where t o  and when a t  t h i s  
stage i s  e n t i r e l y  up t o  those keen enough t o  brave the elements. Track c u t t i n g  and 
sur face surveying i s  p r i m a r i l y  a w i n t e r  task, and a day i n  the wet bush can be 
q u i t e  i n v i g o r a t i n g  as w e l l  as miserable.  

Committee Meetings w i l l  be he ld  a t  7 Rupert Avenue on Wednesday 15 June and 20 Ju l y .  
General meetings a re  he ld  on the f i r s t  Wednesday o f  the month - 6 Ju l y .  On most 
Wednesdays ( a f t e r  meetings) and Thursdays, the TCC meets a t  the Winston C h u r c h i l l  
i n  the P u b l i c  Bar ( q u i t e  exc lus ive)  f o r  a s o c i a l  d r i n k  and gossip; Fr idays 
occass iona l ly  i n  the Fern Tree Tavern. A phone c a l l  t o  one o f  the above w i l l  t e l l  
you what 's  happening and when. 

EDITORIAL 

Well f o l k s ,  i t ' s  another r a i n y  n i g h t  i n  town and w i t h  no new records having been se t  
o r  massive cave systems found i n  the l a s t  couple o f  weeks, th ings  are  g e t t i n g  a b i t  
bor ing .  One found, l o s t ,  found again cave w i t h  an impressive wa lk - i n  entrance i n  
the Serend ip i ty  area was pushed b u t  bottomed o u t  a t  less  than 200 m i n  a spectacular  
chamber . 
The drawing up o f  the  Growling Swal le t  survey i s  progressing a t  a steady ra te ,  and 
i s  beginning t o  look l i k e  one o f  those drunken ink-producing a r t  t r a i l s  t h a t  one 
occas iona l l y  i s  un for tunate  enough t o  encounter i n  appropr ia te  b u i l d i n g s  as o b j e t  
d ' a r t .  Th is  p r o j e c t  was helped by the loan o f  the "Mul ler 82" Sharp PC1500 "pocket" 
computer recen t l y  brought down by A1 War i ld  f o r  which those concerned a re  very 
thank fu l ,  even i f  the program supp l ied  was a b i t  l ack ing  i n  some respects!  Ro l l  on 
surveying robots!  

STUART NlCHOLAS 

CLUB NEWS AND TRIVIA 

* The TCC he ld  an impromptu B o n f i r e  which was r e l a t i v e l y  successful  as no-one 
knew about i t !  Thanks t o  ex-member and gen ia l  host  A t t i l a  Vrana. 
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.L As usual,  the TCC Annual Club Dinner comes around i n  September. Anyone w i t h  
any ideas please contact  Trevor Wailes. This  i s  usua l l y  a successful  happening 
and there should be more in fo rmat ion  about t h i s  i n  the next  Sp ie l .  

-L The l a t e s t  Caving Equipment p r i c e  l i s t  i s  now ava i l ab le ,  and S t u a r t  Nicholas w i l l  
he lp w i t h  any enqu i r i es  and orders (bu t  probably no t  f i n a n c i a l l y ) .  

f The new 200 m B l uewater r e e l  has been c u t  t o  two 45 m, one 50 m, and one 60 m, 
ropes p lus  a 7 m s h o r t i e  - oops! 

j: Chr is  Davies i s  p lann ing  a bush walking/cave f i n d i n g  t r i p  (exped i t ion)  t o  

Federat ion Peak a t  Christmas. Anyone vaguely i n te res ted  should contac t  him 
through the usual channels (Winston's Thursday n i g h t )  , f o r  more in fo rmat ion .  
Anyone w i t h  any re levant  in fo rmat ion  t h a t  cou ld  a s s i s t  would be g r a t e f u l l y  
l i s t e n e d  t o !  

j: The Search and Rescue exerc ise  he ld  a couple o f  months ago i n  Cauldron Pot was 

w e l l  received by both Po l i ce  and Ambulance. A second exerc ise  w i l l  be h e l d  
e a r l y  October t o  hope fu l l y  do more and invo lve  r a d i o  and c l i f f  rescue bods. On 
23 Ju l y  there w i l l  be a c l i f f  rescue exerc ise  on the Organ Pipes co-ordinated 
by Glenn Kowalik o f  the CCT. A l l  cavers a re  i n v i t e d  and should make an e f f o r t  
t o  a t tend - a f t e r  a l l ,  we have rope s k i l l s  f a r  i n  advance o f  most o the r  bods 
and could w e l l  be c a l l e d  upon i n  a moment o f  need. Contact S tua r t  i f  you are  
in te res ted .  

.L Many thanks t o  the VSA and NCC f o r  t h e i r  t r i p  repo r t s  he lp ing  t o  pad o u t  our  
sagging l i t e r a r y  content .  I t  appears t h a t  the  VSA thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
i f  somewhat uncomfortably (co ld ,  wet, long deep t r i p s ) ,  and hear ing f i r s t  hand 
From the NCC on the work they d i d  i n  Anne-a-Kananda. As the NCC do n o t  p u b l i s h  
a news le t te r ,  we the TCC, w i l l  w i l l i n g l y  p u b l i s h  any ma te r ia l  t h a t  they feel  i s  
o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  Aust ra l  ian  (~asmanian)  caving, as some o f  t h e i r  more recent  
f inds  a t  Mole Creek a re  s t i l l  unheard o f .  

SAJANS LAIR 6/3/83 

Party :  T Wailes, N Hume, C Davies, R H o r t l e ,  A Br iggs,  S Eberhard, John McCormack 
(CEG, SA) . 

"They delved too  g r e e d i l y  and too  deep, 
and d i s tu rbed  tha t  from which they f l e d  ..." 
Satans L a i r  i s  one o f  those caves, possessing a c e r t a i n  aura o f  o b s c u r i t y  and i n t r i g u e .  
I t  was f i r s t  explored by SCS ( ~ l ~ ? ! ) . m a n y ,  many years ago, and s ince then has been 
very r a r e l y ,  i f  ever,  v i s i t e d .  Wi th such a provocat ive  name and scant knowledge o f  
the i n t e r i o r  we w e n t  w e l l  prepared w i t h  some rope and var ious  o the r  appropr ia te  items 
i n  o rder  t o  pay s a c r i f i c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  HIMSELF. 

Trevor wasn' t  very keen a f t e r  an energet ic  t r i p  the day before,  bu t  we even tua l l y  
coerced him i n t o  showing us the way (he d i d n ' t  know he was going t o  be the v i r g i n ) !  
Hal f  an hour 's  t r e k  l a t e r  we were standing a t  the entrance so we s laughtered one o f  
the w i l d  goats, c u t  o f f  i t s  head, and t h r u s t  i t  i n t o  the gaping mouth o f  the enormous 
entrance p i t .  

"You're a l l  s inners",  exclaimed Trev as he waved h i s  h o l y  cross symbo l i ca l l y  through 
the a i r  and splashed hole-y water over every th ing .  Nick,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  i n  
c o n t r o l  o f  h imse l f ,  donned h i s  Nazi combat helmet and re-checked the f i r i n g  
mechanism on h i s  Pe tz l  i n  case o f  any underground res is tance.  Wi th  uncommon a t h e i s t i c  
enthusiasm, Chr is  at tached h i s  new " t r i d e n t "  rappel device t o  the rope and 
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disappeared i n t o  Avernus i t s e l f .  Several anxious minutes passed before  Chr i s ' s  
voice u t t e r e d  up from s tyg ia ,  c la iming t h a t  there were no w r i t h i n g  snakes a t  the  
bottom but  another p i t .  

The r e s t  o f  us fo l lowed c lose ly  bu t  i n  the  chamber below the second p i t c h  John Mac's 
l i g h t  was possessed by e v i l  s p i r i t s  so he was forced t o  r e t r e a t  t o  the  rea l  world. 
Richard accompanied him because he i s  "possessed" anyway! 

A grovel  down through a jagged t a l u s  p i l e  gives way t o  a s teep ly  descending stream 
canyon in te r rup ted  by another four  p i tches.  The f i n a l  22 m p i t c h  drops i n t o  the  
l a rge  terminal  chamber. 

A p roduct ive  t r i p  i n t o  a 3 D  wor ld  o f  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  and techn ico lor  hyper space. 
Although the cave d i d n ' t  measure up t o  i t s  "severe" reputa t ion ,  we d i d  manage t o  
survey i t  desp i te  a c l inometer  t h a t  refused t o  respond t o  g r a v i t y .  

P l TCH DETA l LS 

P1 ( 8 m ) :  N o p r o t e c t o r s a r e r e q u i r e d  i f  t h e r o p e i s r i g g e d f r o m t h e l o g o v e r t h e  
entrance. A 15 m rope a l lows f o r  some a i d  as a handl ine immediately 
below the p i t c h .  

P2 (14 m): Belay a 20 m rope t o  the spike h igh  u p o n  the l e f t  hand s ide.  Re-belay 
w i t h  a No 4 hex. opposi te the ledge. No pro tec tors .  

P3 (20 m): Anchor 22 m rope w i t h  sho r t  tape t o  rock p r o j e c t i o n  low dawn a t  l i p .  
Re-belay 8 m down w i t h  a tape o r  t race.  

P 4  (6 m) : 8 m rope r igged from j u g  on l e f t  hand s ide.  

P5 (8.5 m): Belay 12 m rope w i t h  a t race  around b lock  i n  roo f .  No p ro tec to rs  needed. 

P6 (22 m) : Anchor a 30 m rope t o  t race  around ba l  l a r d  on r i g h t  hand side. P i t c h  
can be r igged free-hanging by t rave rs ing  ou t  above s h a f t  and 
re-belaying w i t h  a No 6 hex. and a sho r t  t race.  

STEFAN EBERHARD 

KHAZAD DUM - 12/3/83 

Party: Andrew Briggs, Chris Davies, Mike Edwards, R ik  Tunney, Janine McKinnon. 

Being f u l l  o f  the boundless enthusiasm known t o  a l l  we cavers, we'd agreed t o  meet 
a t  the log  near the Homestead a t  8.00 am. Unfor tunate ly ,  Chr i s ' s  car  was not  used 
t o  such e a r l y  s t a r t s  and voiced i t s  disapproval i n  the t r a d i t i o n a l  manner o f  the - working m a j o r i t y  - i t  went on s t r i k e .  Hence, a t  the  more usual t ime o f  9.00 am we 
s t a r t e d  up the road t o  the KD carpark w i t h  Chris,  Andrew and Mike bouncing along 
i n  our t r a i l e r .  

.* 

A t  10.30 am we s t a r t e d  i n t o  KD a f t e r  a p leasant  morning tea o f  cheese and g r i t  
sandwiches ( ~ h r i s  had dropped h i s  lunch over the f l o o r  o f  h i s  car .  He wasn't  having 
a good s t a r t  t o  the day!).  

The t r i p  dawn the  streamway was pleasant and unevent fu l  (except f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  
Rik and I had s l i g h t l y  miscalculated the length  o f  the 70 f t  rope and i t  was 7 f t  
o r  so too s h o r t ) ,  bu t  our ladder ing technique could do w i t h  a l i t t l e  p01 i sh ing  up! 
We'd decided t o  ladder a l l  the streanway p i t ches  w i t h  the exception o f  the 45 f t  
p i t c h .  We'd (erroneously) thought t h a t  sho r t  30 f t  (o r  so) p i tches would be done 
q u i c k l y  and e a s i l y  on ladders (unbelayed, o f  course). But we SRT exponants a re  a 
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l i t t l e  r u s t y  on ladders, p a r t i c u l a r l y  ones under water fa l ' l s .   h he f a c t  t h a t  t he re  
wasn' t  enough rope a v a i l a b l e  t o  do the  whole cave SRT d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  a b i t  t o  our  
dec i s ion ) !  S t i l l ,  no-one f e l l  o f f ,  so we d i d n ' t  do too badly. 

A b i t  o f  t ime was l o s t  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  the b o l t s  on a couple o f  the  p i t ches  - notab ly  
the p i t c h  where the b o l t  i s  about 15 f t  up the w a l l  and around a p r o j e c t i o n  o f  rock. 
We'd fo rgo t ton  about t ha t  one, and spent 10 minutes look ing  around everywhere b u t  the 
r i g h t  p lace  u n t i l  we remembered where i t  was. 

On reaching the Brew Chamber, Andrew s t a r t e d  up the choofer w h i l s t  the r e s t  o f  us d i d  
the f i n a l  135 f t  p i t c h .  A f t e r  a good look round, I s t a r t e d  up f i r s t  and a r r i v e d  back 
i n  t ime f o r  a l o v e l y  h o t  cup o f  ~TIY%Q-W&+~ lunch. e a hard breed! 

Andrew and Mike s t a r t e d  ou t  f i r s t  and wa i ted  f o r  the r e s t  o f  us a t  the top o f  the f i r s t  
streanway p i t c h .  We a1 l d i d  p r e t t y  poo r l y  on the ladders again. D e f i n i t e l y  a b i t  
more p r a c t i c e  requ i red  here. Trevor w i l l  have t o  g i v e  us some p o i n t e r s  on technique. 

The o n l y  rea l  hold-up was encountered a t  the bottom o f  the 70 f t  p i t c h  where we'd a l l  
met up again, but  the t ime wast ing was w e l l  spent d iscussing the  poss ib le  monetary 
advantages a v a i l a b l e  from w r i t i n g  a r t i c l e s  f o r  Woman's Weekly s t y l e  j ou rna l s  ( o r  
I I W ~  1d11 - who says S teve Bunton i S the on l y horse i n  the race?) . 
We reached the sur face a t  8.00 pm a f t e r  a 93 hour t r i p .  

JAN l NE McK l NNON 

1983 EASTER VISIT TO FLORENTINE VALLEY BY VSA 

This Easter the annual VSA t r i p  t o  Tassie was scheduled f o r  t he  Junee-Florent ine area. 
Eleven cavers and three t o u r i s t s  were going t o  despo i l  the  count rys ide  w i t h  t h e i r  
presence. A r r i v i n g  l a t e  Thursday n i g h t  from Melbourne meant t h a t  no t  much was going 
t o  be done on Fr iday .  

S tua r t  Nicholas and Trevor Wailes on t h e i r  way t o  M t  Anne dropped i n  a t  the  Maydena 
campsite around midday t o  f i n d  the VSA s t i l l  there  and t h i n k i n g  about lunch. S tua r t  
and Trevor c leared o f f  a f t e r  an hour, mu t te r i ng  about 4 hour h ikes  t o  the M t  Anne base 
camp, and the VSA c leared o f f  t o  Cauldron Pot. 

Cauldron was v i s i t e d ,  the f i r s t  p i t c h  r igged then re-r igged, then l e f t  behind as 
everyone went back t o  camp f o r  an e a r l y  tea. "Well l g i v e  i t  he1 l tomorrow!'' was the 
catch c ry .  

S tua r t  was back a t  the camp (mut te r ing  about 4 hour h i kes  i n  the dark and r a i n )  w i t h  
Andrew Briggs (who sa id  he f e l t  unwel l )  when we a r r i ved .  S tua r t  had decided t o  throw 
h i s  l o t  i n  w i t h  us, b u t  needed t o  go back t o  Hobart f o r  gear. Lack o f  p e t r o l  stopped 
h i m  going t h a t  n i g h t ,  so he resigned h imse l f  t o  wast ing Saturday g e t t i n g  gear and 
hopped i n t o  the grog w i t h  the r e s t  o f  us. 

Saturday, Cauldron was bottomed (except f o r  Aucheval p i t c h )  and a t o u r i s t  t r i p  was 
l ed  by Mi les  P ierce  down Growling Swal le t  t o  the c a i r n  a t  the  l i n k  w i t h  the  Trapdoor 
stream. We found S tua r t  back a t  camp r a r i n g  t o  go. Ice  Tube was mentioned, b u t  i t  
was decided t h a t  a deeper pene t ra t i on  t r i p  i n t o  Growling was i n  o rder .  

Sunday, s i x  went i n t o  Growling, as f a r  as the upstream reaches o f  the Black River  
ser ies .  This  was pushed b r i e f l y  t o  reveal two avens; bo th  having d ry  leads heading 
o f f  i n  the oppos i te  w a l l .  We d i d n ' t  push these as two members o f  the p a r t y  were 
beginning t o  fee l  the co ld ,  so we began t o  head ou t .  However, a t  the  25 m p i t c h  up 
i n t o  Dest iny, one member could p r u s i k  no f u r t h e r  than 7 m. A spare rope and rescue 
pu l l eys  were on hand so we soon had the v i c t i m  t o  the top, and a f t e r  s t u f f i n g  him f u l l  
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o f  chocolate and j e l l y  beans, s t a r t e d  him on the way ou t  w i t h  S tua r t  w h i l e  the  p i t c h  
was cleared. 

Everyone was out  o f  the cave w i thou t  f u r t h e r  drama t o  make i t  a 9 hour t r i p .  

Monday - two caving groups formed up. One went i n t o  Owl Pot t o  have a go a t  the 
'Three Fa1 1s'  Connection, the o the r  went t o  KD f o r  a t o u r i s t  and photo t r i p  down 
the Serpent ine passage. 

Tuesday - people l e f t  orders f o r  the Speleo Sp ie l ,  and asked about f i b r e  p i l e  s u i t s  
before leav ing  f o r  Me1 bourne. 

A t r i p  t h a t  d i d n ' t  achieve much i n  terms o f  exp lo ra t i on ,  b u t  a va luab le  l ea rn ing  
experience f o r  some Mainlanders who have had th ings  a b i t  too s o f t  f o r  a b i t  too 
long . 
Ahh w e l l !  Next year w e ' l l  g i ve  i t  h e l l !  

PETER ACKROYD 

CAVE DIVING, FLORENTINE VALLEY - 10 APRIL 1983 

Divers: Nick Hume, Rolan Eberhard 

A n ice ,  unhurr ied d i ve  was made t o  the a i rspace t o  check on a couple o f  h igh  l e v e l  
leads i n  "For Your Eyes Only". There was some opt imism tha t  these could connect 
w i t h  the sur face some 100 m (? )  above, thus e l i m i n a t i n g  the many l o g i s t i c a l  
problems o f  en te r i ng  t h i s  cave. A ra the r  e legant  invent ion  i n  the  form o f  s ide  
pockets on the au tho r ' s  a i r  tank enabled var ious  b i t s  o f  c l imb ing  gear t o  be 
c a r r i e d  through the sump w i t h  complete ease. 

Rolan "lassoed" a s ta lagmi te  some 7 m above the s t reamay  and we both prus iked i n t o  
the f i r s t  lead w i t h  the s i n g l e  se t  o f  SRT gear we had brought w i t h  us. P rus i k ing  
i n  a f u l l  wet s u i t  w i t h  someone e l s e ' s  r i g  was ra the r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  We t i p t o e d  over  
dry, ho l low f lowstone t o  a squeeze, which we managed t o  enlarge w i t h  a lead weight .  
This  l e d  over more f lowstone back over  the s t reamay  near the  cascades, merely an 
''oxbow". No i n l e t  tubes were found above the f lowstone and we rappel l e d  ou t  o f  
the lead on a double rope anchored t o  a handy s t a l ,  p u l l i n g  the rope down behind us. 

An attempt on the second lead f a i l e d  a f t e r  much e f f o r t  t o  lasso a dubious nubbin 
h igh  overhead. We r e l u c t a n t l y  admit ted the i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  task  and e x i t e d  
a f t e r  some 3 hours underground. 

NICK HUME 

M I N I  MARTIN - SATURDAY 21 MAY 1983 

For over a week, maybe longer, t e n t a t i v e  rumours h i n t i n g  towards the suggest ion 
t h a t  there  j u s t  might poss ib l y  be, i f  i t  goes ahead, depending upon whether, o r  
not ,  i t  eventuates and sub jec t  t o  the attendance o f  c e r t a i n  members, should they 
be both i n te res ted  and ava i l ab le ,  a t r i p  t o  Serend ip i ty ,  o r  f a i l i n g  t h a t  op t ion ,  
somewhere e l se !  

Wi th these va r iab les  undecided, Nick Hume, Trevor Wailes, Rik and Janine McTinney 
and myself, t r o d  the path o f  many bushwal kers before us toward E x i t ,  then onwards 
and upwards along l ess  popular  paths t o  M in i  Mar t in .  

Our v i s i t  t o  Ida Bay quarry seeking access t o  the "new t rack"  proved less than 
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successful  when Trev, l i k e  a f o i l e d  angler ,  d isappointed and f rus t ra ted ,  announced, 
"but, I near ly  had him - i t  was so close". The catch was the  Quarry Manager, who, i n  
a l l  fa i rness t o  Trev, h e l d  an advantageous p o s i t i o n  throughout the  n e g o t i a t i o n  by 
v i r t u e  o f  h i s  c o n t r o l  over  a p o t e n t i a l l y  persuasive, i f  no t  i n t i m i d a t i n g  t o o l  i n  the 
form o f  a 20 Tonne shovel which doubled as the qua r ry ' s  s e c u r i t y  b a r r i e r .  

A r r i v i n g  a t  the afore-mentioned hole-in-the-ground, N ick  and Trevor s t a r t e d  r i g g i n g  
(see separate notes) ,  whi 1s t  the r e s t  o f  us s a t  around cha t t i ng ,  e a t i n g  and causing 
a nuisance w i t h  our  occasional ass is tance.  

Nick descended f i r s t ,  fo l lowed by Trevor t o  r i g  t he  next  p i t c h  which inc ludes an 
innovat ive  b o l t  hanger complete w i t h  cam assembly s u i t a b l e  f o r  p rus ik ing .  

Janine discovered her CM1 wou ldn ' t  tow-the- l ine,  so R ik  came t o  
g r i p s  w i t h  the s i t u a t i o n  and i n  an unprecedented d i sp lay  o f  
c h i v a l r y  o f f e r e d  her one o f  h i s  own, thus enabl ing Janine t o  
make the ascent w h i l s t  committ ing h imse l f  t o  a watery e x i t  f rom 
E x i t .  I persona l ly  found the entrance p i t c h  i n t e r e s t i n g  and 
educat ional no t  having p rev ious l y  passed knots ( I ' v e  been 
meaning t o  ask Chris about those), abs ie l  ing  on 9 mm rope w i t h  
a w h a l e t a i l  o r  even seen such a deeeeepppp hole- in-the-ground, 
consequently I  developed q u i t e  an attachment t o  the rope 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  the kno t ) .  

Our a r r i v a l  a t  the main passage coinc ided w i t h  t h a t  o f  another 
p a r t y  who a f t e r  lunch grac ious ly  c a r r i e d  ou t  our  rope from the 
bottom p i t c h  and provided R ik  w i t h  an a l t e r n a t i v e t o  swimming, 
(bu t  you c a n ' t  he lp  bad l u c k ) !  

The r e t u r n  prus i k on l y  re in fo rced  David Attenborough ' S  theor ies  
t h a t  the "Ascent o f  Man", o r  woman, i s  a slow business. 

The exerc ise  proved whether the prus i k r i g s  (and occupants) were ropeworthy, prov ided 
s u f f i c i e n t  s t i m u l a t i o n  t o  l u r e  Trevor  o u t  o f  h i s  threatened re t i rement  (standard 
p loy  o f  aging would-be med i a persona l i t i e s )  and more important l y was concluded before 
l a s t  orders a t  the Dover Hote l .  

MIKE EDWARDS 

TRIP REPORT - NORTHERN CAVERNEERS 

ANNE-A- KANANDA 7-9TH MARCH 1983 

Par ty :  Jed, David & Robert Bu t l e r ,  Kendal Cocker, E lspeth Gibson, Michael Bauld and 
Rodney Har t .  

I n ten t i ons  f o r  the weekend were t o  descend the magn i f i cen t  115 m entrance p i t c h  o f  
K e l l a r s  Ce l l a r ,  have a look i n t o  Anne-a-Kananda and enjoy the magn i f i cen t  mountain 
scenery f o r  those not  so keen t o  go underground. 

That evening (7 th )  the more energet ic  cavers were keen t o  go underground, so a f t e r  
tea f i v e  o f  us descended i n t o  Anne-a-Kananda. Caving cond i t i ons  reached an a l l  t ime 
low, w i t h  smoke reducing v i s i b i l i t y  down t o  2-3 m. This  hindered exp lo ra t i on ,  bu t  
progress was made along the Organ Grinder and th ree  subsequent p i tches .  A t  the  base 
of  the t h i r d  p i t c h  a r i f t  l e d  us t o  another p i t c h  and adjacent chamber much l a r g e r  
than anyth ing y e t  seen, which was no t  much due t o  the con t i nu ing  smoke problem. 
dnable t o  descend t h i s  p i t c h  due t o  the acute shortage o f  rope, a r e t u r n  t o  an even 
more smokey campsite was made. 

Sunday morning dawned f i n e  f o r  those keen enough t o  get  up and see i t ,  pursuading 
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Michael t o  attempt a so le  t r i p  w i thou t  a r t i f i c i a l  oxygen t o  the  summit o f  M t  Anne. 
Due t o  the promis ing nature and p leasant  caving cond i t ions  encountered, the r e s t  o f  
us decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  Anne-a-Kananda. 

Some e n t e r p r i s i n g  chockstone placements by Jed, enabled us t o  r e - r i g  and descend 
the 30 m Dessicator p i t c h .  A t  the f a r  end o f  t h i s  chamber a smal l  squeeze was 
pushed, revea l ing  the con t i nu ing  r i f t  system and another p i t c h .  

With o n l y  1 X 100 m rope l e f t ,  a r e t u r n  t o  the sur face was made f o r  a tea adjourn- 
ment. Our 100 m rope became 2 X 50 m ropes and a r e t u r n  was made i n t o  the again 
smokey b u t  f a m i l i a r  environment o f  AK. A qu ick  descent saw Jed, David, Robert and 
Rodney above the r i f t  and ready t o  descend i n t o  the unknown again. This  proved t o  
be a 8 m p i t c h  and a 30 m p i t c h  very c lose  together .  Leading from the base o f  t h i s  
p i t c h  a narrow passage and 10 m p i t c h  lead i n t o  another r i f t  system. Rocks thrown 
down t h i s  would rumble down f o r  over 10 seconds, and was completely o u t  o f  the 
quest ion w i t h  the remaining rope l e f t .  Leaving the cave rigged, f ou r  happy cavers 
returned t o  the sur face sometime a f t e r  midnight .  

A l e i s u r e ]  Y s t a r t  on Monday morn i ng/af ternoon saw us heading home w i t h  Anne-a-Kananda 
known and r igged t o  200 m, and look ing  extremely promising. 

TRlP REPORT - NORTHERN CAVERNEERS 

ANNE-A-KANANDA 12-13TH MARCH 1983 

Party :  Jed and David B u t l e r ,  Rodney Har t .  

A much f a s t e r  t r i p  onto Ht Anne NE Ridge saw the above we l l  fed and ready t o  descend 
underground w i t h  th ree  more ropes a t  2.30 pm. A sho r t  t raverse  along the r i f t  
p rev ious l y  discovered led  us t o  an e x h i l a r a t i n g  45 m abse i l  d i r e c t l y  below the 
previous l i m i t  o f  exp lo ra t i on .  From here two shaf ts  were explored t o  another 40 
and 30 m, w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u r t h e r  extensions. Fur ther  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  e x i s t e d  but  w i t h  the prospect o f  the long jumar o u t  and de- r igg ing  
the cave, a slow r e t r e a t  was made, and the sur face regained a t  1 .OO am the next 
morning. The ropes were l e f t  on the wrong s ide  o f  the Organ Grinder and would be 
the sub jec t  o f  y e t  another t r i p  t o  Anne-a-Kananda. Although no survey equipment 
was taken i n t o  the cave, the est imated depth o f  the  cave was now pu t  a t  300 m. 

RODNEY HART 

TRlP REPORT - NORTHERN CAVERNEERS 

ANNE-A- KANANDA - 26-27TH MARCH 

Party :  Jed and David B u t l e r ,  A l i s o n  Turner, Rodney Hart  

A c a l l  f o r  po r te rs  t o  c o l l e c t  ropes l e f t  near the Organ Grinder i n  Anne-a-Kananda 
proved a p o i n t l e s s  exerc ise,  w i t h  o n l y  one new-comer w ish ing  t o  complete the  c l imb 
onto M t  Anne NE Ridge. The t r i p  was organised t o  r e t r i e v e  our  ropes as TCC 
planned an exped i t i on  i n t o  the area du r ing  Easter.  Because o f  poor communications 
between the c lubs,  re la t i onsh ips  had s t ruck  an a l l  t ime low, w i t h  many TCC members 
extremely upset over our ac t i ons  dur ing  the prev ious weeks. Wi th the p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  a combined t r i p  p o l i t e l y  pu t  o u t  o f  the quest ion, and not  w ish ing  t o  d i s r u p t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between the c lubs any f u r t h e r ,  there was no o p t i o n  bu t  t o  c o l l e c t  our  
ropes and head elsewhere du r ing  the Easter break. 

The a l l - t o o - f a m i l i a r  Fr iday n i g h t  d r i v e  and walk up M t  Anne was completed i n  
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t y p i c a l l y  wet SW weather. A qu i ck  and unevent fu l  t r i p  underground soon saw us back 
a t  the campsite w i t h  our  small mountain o f  rope. Wi th th ree  members o f  the  TCC a l s o  
i n  AK c a r r y i n g  up tack le  f o r  next weekend, a tense atmosphere soon developed. So 
a f t e r  a quick b i t e  t o  eat ,  we l e f t  w i t h  very l i t t l e  being s a i d  between the two 
groups. Two and a h a l f  hours saw us back a t  the cars wondering how deep the r i f t  
between Northern and Southern cavers would develop. 

"NETTLEBED AND BEYOND" - SUMMER 1983 I N  NEW ZEALAND 

TCC members involved: Stefan and Rolan Eberhard, Nick Hume. 

Trev would be proud o f  us, I thought ..... here we were, th ree  TCC bods, d r i v i n g  t o  
New Zealand's premier caving area, on Christmas Day ...... and we a c t u a l l y  managed t o  
f i n d  a pub t h a t  was open! We even tua l l y  staggered i n t o  Fred Kah l ' s  p lace i n  Nelson, 
t o  mingle w i t h  vaguely f a m i l i a r ,  s l i g h t l y  famous, and l a r g e l y  no tor ious  people w i t h  
whom we would share the next f o r t n i g h t  o r  so. 

Boxing Day; a groggy b a t t l e  w i t h  mountains o f  gear, mountains covered i n  snow, 
he l i cop te rs ,  fad ing l i g h t ,  b l i zza rds ,  numb fee t ,  together  w i t h  the compulsory 
unce r ta in t y  as t o  what, where, when and f o r  how? We trqmped i n t o  the Ar thur  Range, 
t o  a p lace known as "The Tops", which i s  d i r e c t l y  above the massive "Nettlebed" 
system by some 300 m o r  so. Here we spent a few days look ing  f o r  an e l u s i v e  sur face 
connect ion w i thou t  success, but  had heaps o f  fun th rash ing  about i n  the scrub, 
"bomb i ng" new shaf ts  . 
We t i r e d  o f  the scrub and d i d  a few spo r t i ng  t r i p s  i n t o  the known caves c l o s e r  t o  
camp. One superb day we climbed "The Twins" and p a r t i a l l y  explored what must be 
New Zealand's h ighes t  cave, a t  about 8,000 fee t ,  complete w i t h  i c e  s t a l a c t i t e s .  
Another day Stefan found an i n t e r e s t i n g  s h a f t  and promptly dropped h i s  carb ide  lamp 
down i t ,  a t  l eas t  p rov id ing  the i ncen t i ve  t o  exp lore  the  th ing .  

I "choppered" down t o  Net t lebed campsite and was immediately sucked i n  t o  cook a 
meal f o r  40 w i th ,  o f  a l l  people, Mank "Monologue" vo lun teer ing  t o  he lp  me. A rescue 
c a l l  from the cave saved me from t h i s  f a t e  worse than death. The d i v e r s i o n  was i n  
the form o f  a g i r l ,  found stagger ing around the  cave i n  bare fee t ,  and dead drunk! 
She was a l t e r n a t e l y  f a i n t i n g  and spewing up, a f a i r l y  standard, s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
cave rescue s i t u a t i o n  r e a l l y !  I t  was New Year's Day. 

The f o l l o w i n q  day we l e f t  t h i s  mayhem t o  qo t o  the f a r  end o f  the Net t lebed system 
f o r  a f i v e  day bivouac and some exp lo ra t i on .  The b i vvy  s i t e  was s a d i s t i c a l l y  named 
"Sof t  Rock Cafe"; more than once I no t i ced  Tony White removing lumps from h i s  
s leeping s lab  w i t h  a lump hammer. Apart from Tony, the o the r  members o f  the push 
team were; A 1  Wari l d ,  Cathy Handel, Jean-Paul Sounier, Don Fraser (ex TCC) , p lus  
Stefan, Rolan and mysel f ;  q u i t e  a l o t  o f  expe r t i se .  

Net t lebed i s  a c l a s s i c  cave, on a b i g  scale.  I t s  stream passages take enormous 
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  water a t  times, most impressive. Foss i l  passages have col lapsed t o  
form the huge chambers o f  "Hammer Heights" and "Sa lva t ion  Hal l " .  Unique 
speleotherns i n  places add t o  the great  d i v e r s i t y  o f  the system. I found the whole 
t h i n g  q u i t e  an eye opener a f t e r  the small t ime o f  Tassie caves. 

F ive  days underground i s  a l o t  o f  caving and we lapsed i n t o  a p a t t e r n  o f  s leep ing  
in ,  i n  the "mornings", cav ing l a t e  i n t o  the "n ight" .  Time l o s t  i t s  meaning ...... 
exp lor ing ,  g r o v e l l i n g ,  surveying, moving t o  s tay warm, cooking a meal, r e l a x i n g  
w i t h  a prec ious c i g a r e t t e .  

The passage t rend a t  t h i s  f u r t h e s t  known ex ten t  o f  the cave i s  b isec ted  by "Thorps 
Fau l t "  and many leads we checked were through even tua l l y  unnavigable breakdown. 
Nevertheless, A1  and Jean-Paul b o l t e d  an aven a t  the end o f  a new passage t o  increase 
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the cave's t o t a l  v e r t i c a l  range t o  approximately 660 metres. 

We returned t o  the surface stunned by the e f f e c t  o f  the  r a i n f o r e s t  on our  co lou r  
s tarved eyes. Drugged by the l i g h t  and the t r i p .  The exped i t i on  f i n i s h e d  o f f  w e l l ,  
w i t h  us packing o f f  t o  Nelson f o r  a w i l d  booze up. 

Cleaning and repa i r i ng ,  sw i tch ing  o f f  i n  a magazine, barbecues, ...... c i v i l i s a t i o n  
became bo r ing  again a f t e r  a few days. We packed a rent-a-van t o  i t s  r o o f  w i t h  food, 
caving gear and escaped t o  Able Tasman Nat ional  Park f o r  some o f  New Zealand's 
c l a s s i c  holes, in terspersed w i t h  sessions a t  the  Rat Trap Hote l .  

Rolan's preoccupation w i t h  "gash" was f u l f i l l e d  beyond h i s  w i l d e s t  imaginings when 
he took a fa1 l near the entrance o f  "L i t t l e  Hatwoods" and received a gash t o  the 
head worthy o f  several s t i t c h e s ,  b lood i n  the scroggin. " L i t t l e  Hatwoods" i s  very 
pleasant caving w i t h  j u s t  the one p i t c h  o f  90 m, a t  i t s  entrance, lead ing  t o  easy 
passage. I t  had been very dry  enabl ing us t o  push some new ground beyond what i s  
normal ly  sumped. I ' v e  fo rgo t ton  the excuse f o r  no t  surveying t h i s  extension! 

Suspended by 8.5 mm bluewater on the 176 m absei l o f  "Hatwoods" i s  one o f  those r a r e  
experiences, relaxed, detached, " f rozen f l y i ng1 ' .  The entrance p i t c h  i S o n l y  p a r t  o f  
the buzz f o r  i n  the cave proper a re  myriad b lue  rim-pools, l y i n g  between h i l l s  o f  
s ta r1  i g h t  f lowstone. This decorat ion permeates the e n t i r e  system. Stefan and Rolan 
e lec ted  t o  p r u s i k  up the b i g  p i t c h ,  w h i l e  we emerged i n  the v a l l e y  f l o o r  w i t h  a long 
bushbash up t o  the entrance. 

Freediv ing the c l e a r  waters o f  Pupu Springs provided some d i ve rs ion .  Considerable 
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  water pe rco la te  from the r iverbed,  s e t t i n g  stones dancing. The e f f e c t s  
o f  r e f r a c t i o n  i n  the p e r f e c t  c l a r i t y  were i n t e r e s t i n g  and must be comparable t o  the 
Mount Gambier experience. 

Jean-Paul, Cathy and myself  r igged "Green L ink"  t o  the sumps, w h i l e  A l ,  
Stefan came down some hours l a t e r  w i t h  f l i p p e r s ,  e tc ,  t o  f reed ive  these, 
f i n a l  p i t c h  and genera l l y  exp lore  the place. This  turned i n t o  a 20 hour 
them, i n  which they pushed a r o c k p i l e  t o  f i n d  considerably more passage, 
h a l t e d  by a 20 m p i t c h  and no gear. A1 go t  l o s t  on the way o u t  and Tony 
up, missed him and proceeded t o  d e r i g  the l a s t  two p i t ches  on h i s  own. 
hours before anyone not iced t h a t  A1 was miss ing!  

ony and 
drop the  
ep i c  f o r  
even tua l l y  

f o l  lowing 
t was some 

The group broke up a f t e r  t h i s  w i t h  A l ,  Tony and Rolan pursuing f u r t h e r  masochism 
i n  "Green Link".  I had had enough caving so headed o f f  t o  M t  Cook f o r  a month, 
w i t h  Stefan, t o  what turned ou t  t o  be a successful  season. 

From Speleo S p i e l ' s  New Zealand correspondent, NICK HUME 

LOST 

Stefan Eberhard i s  miss ing a b lack  5 mm w e t s u i t  top (neoprene ou ts ide  and ny lon  
ins ide)  w i t h  a z ipper  down the f r o n t .  Does anyone (eg, w rev or!) know o f  i t s  
whereabouts? Phone 396448. 

STILL LOST - 
EG Trevor saw i t  once but  un fo r tuna te l y  someone was wearing i t ! !  

Anyone d e s i r i n g  t o  hear about more Tassi cav ing should ge t  ho ld  o f  the l a t e s t  SUSS 
B u l l e t i n  Vol 23 No 1. I t  seems some o f  our  secre ts  a re  s t i l l  no t  ou t  i n  the  open 
ra the r  j u s t  under the r a i n  f o r e s t  canopy. 
tft***;:*;:f$:;:t;k;k~*k;:~;j;~~;***j;~;*j;tft*j;***j;*t;~**f**************;\k*************f**f*******f 
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FINAL NOTE 

With the advent o f  newly constructed e l e c t r o n  ladder. The TCC w i l l  ho ld  a ser ious 
non SRT caving t r i p  down Sesame I I  i n  the very near f u tu re .  I f  anyone i s  i n te res ted  
contact  Trevor Wai les ,  phone 344 862. This i s  one o f  the few forward programme t r i p s  
tha t  w i l l  eventuate. A very worthwhi le  t r i p  too ! !  

GROWLING SWALLET 16/3/83 

Kevi n Kiernan (TROG)*, Stefan Eberhard 

Yet ANOTHER t r i p  t o  Growling, t o  show Kevin through some o f  the newly discovered cave. 
An a t y p i c a l l y  e a r l y  s t a r t  (6.00 am) d i d  no t  a l l e v i a t e  the boredom o f  the main 
streamway and the tedium o f  Windy R i f t ,  and tha t  wet and muddy swine o f  a crawl ,  
HERPES I l l ,  was j u s t  as wet and muddy as usual.  

A t  length we were i n t o  NECROSIS whereupon my l i g h t  began t o  s u b t l y  ex t i ngu i sh  i t s e l f  
as Kevin expla ined t h a t  t h i s  area p rev ious l y  represented an ep ip thnea t i c  zone, ie ,  
the top p o r t i o n  o f  the water res t ,  where the water s t i l l  has enough energy t o  form 
the i n c r e d i b l e  three-dimensional mazes. The rock i s  very smooth and c lean and 
sca l l op ing  on the w a l l s  ind ica ted  pressure f l ow  u p h i l l .  As expected there had been 
extensive i n f i l l i n g  o f  d o l e r i t e  boulders and al lumium du r ing  the Ple is tocene.  

We made our  way down the main streamway then on i n t o  DREAMTIME where I  had hoped t o  
survey some more o f  the " ra i lway  tunnels", bu t  my l i g h t  was now near l y  useless. We 
consoled ourselves w i t h  a b r i e f  jog  around these tunnels, which a re  a l s o  l a rge  
p h r e a t i c  tubes, before groping toward the surface, main ly  by b r a i l  bu t  a l s o  w i t h  a 
l i t t l e  he lp  from the glow worms. Although we d i d n ' t  get i n t o  Black River ,  Kevin 
was s t i l l  f a i r l y  impressed by the whole business. 

2 TASMANIAN REBEL OUTDOOR GROUP STEFAN EBERHARD 
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