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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Wednesday 20 J u l y  Committee meet ing 7 Rupert  Avenue, New Town, BYO. 

Wednesday 3 August General meet ing;  h o p e f u l l y  a s l i d e  show by N ick ,  Andrew and 
anyone e l s e  w i t h  any s l i d e s  - 7 Rupert  Avenue, New Town, BYO. 

Wednesday 17 August Committee meet ing 7 Rupert  Avenue, New Town, BYO. 

Wednesday 7 September General meet ing.  D iscuss ion  on whether t o  go cav ing  o r  n o t ! !  

A l l  Wednesday and Thursday evenings f rom 9.00 pm onwards, t he  TCC meets s o c i a l l y  i n  
t he  p u b l i c  bar  o f  Winston C h u r c h i l l  where reminiscences a re  heard o f  pas t  t r i p s .  
Turn up and remin isce  over  a beer,  orange j u i c e ,  o r  whatever.  On t he  occas iona l  
Saturday o r  weekend t he  TCC goes cav ing ,  perhaps t o  Tass ie  Po t ,  Sesame I I ,  
Slaughterhouse Pot,  Owl Pot o r  Rescue Pot - i f  anyone i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  any o f  these 
p leasan t  w i n t e r  t r i p s  see somebody about i t !  
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EDITORIAL 

Not a g r e a t  deal  has been happening r e c e n t l y  owing t o  the  weather and genera l  
s lackness,  b u t  t h i s  month 's  e x c i t i n g  e d i t i o n  con ta i ns  r e p o r t s  o f  t r i p s  f rom l a s t  
year  and e a r l i e r  t h i s  year .  Remember the  t r i p  t h a t  b roke  through i n t o  M a i n l i n e  and 
Dreamtime i n  Growl ing . . . . .  and t he  M t  Anne e x p e d i t i o n  b reak ing  t he  depth r eco rd  
( aga in ) ,  w e l l  a l l  i s  revea led  i n  t h i s  month 's  mag t oge the r  w i t h  a r e p o r t  f rom a 
l i t t l e  known and somewhat e s o t e r i c  branch o f  TCC. Don ' t  f o r g e t  t h a t  SUBS ARE DUE and 
should  be payed p r o n t o  i f  you a r e  t o  avo id  the  u l t i m a t e  f a t e  i n  t h i s  age o f  e l e c t r o n i c  
paraphena l ia  - d e l e t i o n  f rom the  computer f i l e !  I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  w i l l  be t h e  LAST Sp ie l  
you w i l l  r e ce i ve  i f  you do no t  pay up. 

STUART NICHOLAS 

CLUB NEWS AND OTHER TRIVIA 

* Las t  month a l l  the  addresses f o r  t he  Speleo S p i e l  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  another  
computer. Needless t o  say t h i s  i nvo l ved  a f a i r  amount o f  t r i c k y  t y p i n g  so i f  
you f i n d  any th i ng  wrong w i t h  the  address on t he  wrapper t h a t  you have p robab ly  
j u s t  thrown o u t ,  l e t  S t u a r t  know. S i m i l a r l y ,  l e t  h im know i f  you move house o r  
change your  name o r  your  sox o r  any o t h e r  v i t a l  p i e c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  which may 
be on t he  f i l e  ( bu t  p robab ly  i s n ' t ) .  Worse than t h a t ,  i f  t h i s  i s  someone e l s e ' s  
S p i e l  y o u ' r e  read ing  because you d i d  no t  r ece i ve  your  copy, l e t  h im know asap!  
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.L For those o f  you w i t h  s l a c k  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  type  jobs  o r  o t h e r  means o f  n o t  be ing  
i n  the o f f i c e ,  you may have seen (by v i r t u e  o f  bad luck )  the Mike Walsh Show 
r e c e n t l y .  You may have a l s o  seen some o f  ou r  lads s t a r r i n g  i n  a  segment f e a t u r i n g  
"Tasmania's B e a u t i f u l  Caves". Th i s  was f i l m e d  by a crew who f l e w  down f o r  a  day 
and a n i g h t  and payed the  guys'  motel  accommodation, food, d r i n k s  and even f o r  
t h e i r  t ime - p r o f e s s i o n a l  cavers !  The o r i g i n a l  p l a n  was t o  do a through t r i p  i n  
Kubla Khan b u t  t h a t  was abandoned when the  over  o p t i m i s t i c  f i l m  crew saw the  
enormi ty  o f  the task.  The f i l m  segments tu rned  o u t  w e l l  even i f  t he  s t o r y / s c r i p t  
was n o t  the best ,  bu t  then again,  the show i s  aimed a t  housewives no t  cavers!  

-1. There i s  a  genera l  move amongst the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l s  i n  our  m ids t  t o  buy 9 mm rope 
and they a r e  c u r r e n t l y  l ook ing  f o r  anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a k i n g  o u t  a  share i n  
a  p o s s i b l e  200 m r o l l .  The c l u b  i s  go ing t o  pay a share i n  i t ,  bu t  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a re  o n l y  t oo  welcome t o  come forward w i t h  some o f  the f o l d i n g  s t u f f .  See N i ck  
i f  you 've  suddenly found some money you d i d n ' t  know you had! 

J. The new ladders a re  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p roduc t i on  a f t e r  something l i k e  a year  o f  
p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g .  A couple have almost been completed b u t  t he  c r imp ing  t o o l  broke 
d u r i n g  one l a t e  n i g h t  squeezing sess ion.  Th i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o o l  was o r i g i n a l l y  
supp l i ed  by a member employed i n  a  w e l l  known p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  and now another  
member employed by the same o r g a n i s a t i o n  i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the repai r / rep lacement  

4 

o f  the t o o l .  

.L That annual extravaganza, the TCC Annual Dinner i s  looming up again,  b u t  so f a r  
a  venue has no t  been found. Could anyone w i t h  any ideas p lease l e t  Trevor  know 
as he i s  desperate ( t o  f i n d  a venue f o r  the  d i n n e r ! ) .  A t  t h i s  t ime the  
Fern t ree  Tavern seems t o  be i n  the  running,  bu t  i t  i s  by no means c e r t a i n  y e t  
and any o t h e r  ideas would be apprec ia ted .  

-1. Trevor  r e c e n t l y  acqu i red  a pho tocop ie r  f o r  t he  grand sum o f  $22 a t  Johnson's 
Mar t .  What i s  even more s u r p r i s i n g  i s  t h a t  i t  works w e l l  and i s  a lmost  a  
c u r r e n t  model. I t  w i l l  be used t o  make p r i n t i n g  p l a t e s  and do genera l  copy ing 
work f o r  the  c l u b  and anyone who i s  w i l l i n g  t o  pay. 

A couple o f  quotes f rom the  Mike Walsh f i l m  crew ...... "Ch r i s t ,  i t ' s  dark  i n  
here ! ' '  "God, I f e e l  so macho!!!" ..... what more can you say! !  

.L Fund r a i s i n g  i s  always a problem f o r  the  c l u b  bu t  more so now t h a t  ever .  We're 
n o t  broke o r  any th i ng  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  we c e r t a i n l y  need more money (doesn ' t  
everyone ! ! ) .  Maybe t he re  i s  an unde rg roundmarke t f o r  s t a l s ,  o r  we cou ld  do a 
bank j o b  . . . . .  Se r i ous l y ,  i f  you can dream up any means o f  r a i s i n g  a few 
d o l l a r s  f o r  TCC, p lease  l e t  someone know o r  do i t  y o u r s e l f  and g i v e  the  proceeds 
t o  Treasurer  R ik .  

GROWLING SWALLET - SATURDAY S MARCH 1983 

Pa r t y :  S te fan  Eberhard, John McCormack, S t u a r t  N icho las  

I t was one o f  those r a r e  days i n  the  Val l e y  when t he re  were more cavers than t h i ngs  t o  
do! A f t e r  t he  usual  s t u f f i n g  around and chaos, our  group m a t e r i a l i s e d  f rom the  o t h e r s  
who were p l ann ing  some survey ing  i n  the  Black R i ve r  s e c t i o n  o f  Growl ing. Our a im was 
t o  t akeJohn ,ou r  v i s i t o r  f rom Adelaide, on a r e a l  cav ing  t r i p  and look  a t  a  s h a f t  t h a t  
N ick  had found the  week be fo re  a t  the  end o f  Necros is .  A f t e r  a  r a p i d  t r i p  down the  
main drag and through t he  r i f t  and c l imbs ,  a  k rab  was l e f t  on the  ladder  l ead ing  down 
i n t o  the Trapdoor stream. Th i s  was t o  be removed by t he  f i r s t  group ou t  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  f a c t  t o  the  o t h e r  group. 

Our group headed o f f  i n t o  Necros is  w h i l e  Trev and company went o f f  t o  t h e i r  mundane 
b u t  impor tant  su rvey ing  i n  t he  B lack  R i ve r .  Proceeding through t he  breakdown and 
serpen t ine  o f  Necros is  f o l l o w i n g  N i c k ' s  d i r e c t i o n s  and p r i n t s  i n  t h i s  complex s e c t i o n  
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o f  the cave, we looked a t  a couple o f  s i d e  leads on the way. A small h iah  l e v e l  crawl,  
l e d  o f f  a t  the end o f  h i s  t racks  - t h i s  had t o  be the way on bu t  i t  looked untouched. 
However. anv lead was worth a look so we proceeded on i n t o  a l a r a e  bone d rv  breakdown 
chamber. 30 metres away on the o the r  s ide  o f  the chamber Stefan found a way throuqh 
the b locks i n t o  another s i m i l a r  chamber o r  probably an extension o f  the same one 
blocked by a rock fa l  l . 

A pe r iod  o f  look inq  around was punctuated by a pr imordal  y e l l  from S te f  fo l lowed by 
words most o f t e n  heard i n  deser ts  and s i m i l a r  places ..... "water, water,  I can hear 
a stream . . ... !l ' .  Without wast inq a areat  deal o f  t ime ( ! )  we l i t e r a l l y  ran down a 
steep and i n  places loose boulder  p i l e ,  end in^ up i n  a metre-and-a-half wide f a s t  
f l ow inq  stream!! This was i t ,  the f i n d  o f  the year i f  no t  the decade. John was 
somewhat s t a r t l e d  by our  sudden a c t i v i t y  bu t  when t o l d  o f  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  was 
s i m i l a r l y  insp i red .  Upstream a few metres the water we l led  up from a ho le  i n  the f l o o r  
w i t h  the passage extending perhaps 50 metres f u r t h e r .  Downstream was a d i f f e r e n t  
s t o r y  w i t h  the 2-3 metre wide and 3 metre p lus  h igh  passage con t i nu ing  on. A few 
j e l l y  beans and then f o r  v a r i e t y  a 13 k i l ome t re  run down the passage!! Needless t o  
say the i n e v i t a b l e  happened and when Ste f  and John looked a t  a s ide  passage, Stu went 
on downstream another 200 metres t o  a sump. 

Exp lo ra t i on  o f  the s ide  passage t h a t  S te f  and John had found revealed more 
L outstanding passage. Large near-dry sand tubes shot o f f  i n t o  the never-never some o f  

which we fo l lowed but  none t o  t h e i r  conclus ion.  P a r t i c u l a r l y  promis ing was a passage 
w i t h  a s t rong d r a f t  bu t  the length  o f  the t r i p  and the overwhelming excitement o f  i t  
a l l  was beginning t o  t e l l  on John's lamp so a r e l u c t a n t  r e t r e a t  was made. Plodding 
up the main drag we r e a l i s e d  j u s t  how f a r  we had a c t u a l l y  gone. F i n a l l y  reaching 
the Trapdoor ladder we found as expected t h a t  the o the r  group had e x i t e d  be fore  us 
and no doubt returned t o  the Homestead as planned. 

Our r e t u r n  t o  the Homestead a f t e r  11 hours o f  exp lo ra to ry  ecstacy underground was 
greeted w i t h  something less than enthusiasm by the o thers  as they had f i g u r e d  t h a t  
we had found more than the bottom o f  the s h a f t  described by Nick. I n  f a c t  we d i d  
no t  even see t h a t  shaf t ,  bu t  who cares a f t e r  a t r i p  l i k e  t h a t !  

Subsequent surveying ind ica tes  tha t  a t  l e a s t  2 km o f  passage was found w i t h  more 
s t i l l  awa i t i ng  exp lo ra t i on .  One i n l e t  stream passage no t i ced  on the i n i t i a l  down- 
stream run has s ince  been l i n k e d  t o  the bottom o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  now second deepest cave, 
Ice Tube v i a  a to r tuous  p iece o f  cave known as Mother 's Passage. The main streamway 
i s  c a l l e d  Main l ine,  being as i t  i s  a sec t i on  o f  the fab led  "Master Cave1', and the 
f a i r y  t a l e  sand tubes o f f  t o  the s ide  near the f a r  end a re  known c o l l e c t i v e l y  as 

' Dreamtime. Drawing up o f  the survey has induced a great  deal o f  exc i  tement i n  the 
ranks s ince  both Ma in l i ne  and Dreamtime a re  heading south east,  which anyone who i s  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the area w i l l  know the s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  ...... 
Ro l l  on the Junee!!! 

STUART NICHOLAS 

MT ANNE - TCC EASTER EXPEDITION TO FIND AUSTRALIA'S DEEPEST CAVE 

Members d i  r e c t l y  involved: Trevor Wai les ,  Stefan and Rolan Eberhard, Chr is  Davies, 
Rich H o r t l e  and Nick Hume. 

This exped i t i on  began the weekend p r i o r  t o  Easter w i t h  the core group o f  Stefan, Rolan 
and mysel f ,  d e l i v e r i n g  cave gear and food t o  the Anne-A-Kananda campside, on a day 
t r i p .  On t h i s  day we passed members o f  the Northern Caverneers who were r e t r i e v i n g  
rope from a prev ious at tempt on "Kel l a r s  Cel lar" .  

Easter i t s e l f  saw Stefan, Rolan, Rich and mysel f  a r r i v e  a day e a r l i e r  than the main 
group, t o  gather  wood and cons t ruc t  a r e l i a b l e  water supply f o r  the s i t e .  The 
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f o l  lowing day dawned, look ing  ra the r  grim, and we wondered how many "exped i t ioners" 
we would r e t u r n  t o  tha t  evening. 

A prev ious l y  unexplored t i g h t  r i f t  bypassed "Organ Grinder I" and "Dessicator" t o  
the top of  "King Rat". A 20 metre p i t c h  here gave access t o  a draught ing s l o t ,  through 
which we crawled t o  the top o f  a 10 metre p i t c h .  This was exposed t o  some large,  
loose boulders which made i t  decidedly u n f r i e n d l y !  A f u r t h e r  10 metre p i t c h ,  r igged 
from a p i t o n  and t i e d  back t o  the prev ious p i t c h ,  landed us i n  a b i g  passage. 
T y p i c a l l y ,  "downstream" (d ry )  ended abrupt ly ,  so we went "upstream", even tua l l y  
scrambling over b i g  b locks t o  a sho r t  p i t c h  t h a t  proved t o  go nowhere. We surveyed 
out ,  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h i s  southernmost end o f  the cave, desp i te  the s t rong draughts 
p e r c o l a t i n g  from the breakdown, hereabouts. 

We re-emerged a t  the campsite t o  be greeted by Chr is  and a roa r ing  f i r e .  I t  was 
some moments before we r e a l i s e d  tha t  the pa the t i c ,  sh i ve r i ng  bundle behind the 
flames was a hypothermic Trev, wrapped i n  a horseblanket !  The h usual^'^ had performed 
t h e i r  p i k i n g  rou t ines  e a r l i e r  t h a t  day and t h i s  was our  "main par ty" .  Nevertheless, 
we s t i l l  had a team o f  s i x  very capable cavers. Overnight saw Trev o f f  the c r i t i c a l  
l i s t ,  thanks t o  var ious  medications, however, he dec l ined t o  go underground w i t h  us 
next day. 

- 
We moved q u i c k l y  v i a  a 17 metre p i t c h  i n t o  what became known as "Screaming Heart1', 
f o l l o w i n g  the obvious way on, down an 8 metre p i t c h  t o  a choked chamber, con ta in ing  
two t i g h t  draught ing leads. One o f  these looked poss ib le  but  improbable, the o the r  
looked d e f i n i t e l y  impossible. Much d igg ing  i n  the former enabled Rolan t o  squeeze 
i n t o  a r i f t  tha t  proved impossible t o  nego t i a te  thanks t o  an abrupt  r i g h t  angle bend. 
We surveyed back t o  "Screaming Heart" where Stefan found another t i g h t  r i f t  t h a t  
a c t u a l l y  went! We were f i n a l l y  onto something and i t  was something b ig .  A b o l t  was - 
placed above an apparent 100 metre p i t c h ,  be fore  a general withdrawal t o  ge t  more 
ropes. 

I n  our  absence t h a t  day, Trev and Richard had made the campsite very comfor table 
indeed, w i t h  some major excavat ion work. They were f i r m l y  ensconced on "Rich's 
Lazy Chunk", a stone sofa, when we returned.  Another p leasant  n i g h t  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  
and i d l e  c h a t t e r  d r i f t e d  by. 

Fourth day o f  the exped i t i on  and th ings  went, almost, l i k e  clockwork w i t h  "Heart 
Beat" p rov ing  t o  be an enormous 118 p i t c h ,  a l b e i t  wet!  Rich and Trev wai ted on t h i s  
p i t c h  f o r  some hours, en joy ing  a thoroughly good washing, w h i l e  Stefan and Chr is  
went on t o  d iscover  two f u r t h e r  p i tches  o f  7 metres and 39 metres respec t i ve l y .  
Then fo l lowed the by now r o u t i n e  withdrawal t o  get more rope, w i t h  the cave s t i l l  
going s t rong ly .  

That n i g h t  unbeknown t o  us, Mick F l i n t  and A r thu r  Clarke were exper iencing another 
k i n d  o f  ep i c  on North East Ridge. Ne i the r  had been t o  the cave before  and both  
were benighted, w i thou t  s h e l t e r  w h i l e  a t tempt ing  t o  f i n d  the entrance. A f t e r  a w i l d  
n i g h t  i n  f o u l  weather, they re t rea ted  from the mountain i n  d i sgus t !  I re t rea ted  too, 
due t o  work commitments, and missed out  on the record breaking t r i p  next day. 
Events from then on went something l i k e  as fo l l ows .  

Stefan and Rolan explored f u r t h e r  p i t ches  o f  39 metres and 34 metres before running 
ou t  o f  rope i n  one o f  those awkward narrow stream canyons tha t  seem t o  have no f l o o r  
and no roo f .  A depth o f  340-350 metres had been reached. Both then surveyed out ,  
w i t h  Rolan cont inu ing  h i s  lucky run w i t h  p i t ons ,  when a t i e - o f f  on the 39 metre p i t c h  
''popped" . 
Trev and Rich meanwhi l e  surveyed t o  the f a r  end o f  "Organ Grinder I I" before  meeting 
the r e t u r n i n g  push team on the way ou t .  (where i s  the l a s t  survey s t a t i o n   rev?) . 
Rich somehow managed t o  drop my Premier down "King Rat" and had t o  e x i t  w i t h  a 
mou th fu l l  o f  Cyalume s t i c k s !  
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On Tuesday Rich came o f f  the mountain w h i l s t  S te fan  and Rolan r e l u c t a n t l y  prepared 
f o r  one l a s t  t r i p  down Heat Beat t o  f i n a l l y  f i n i s h  i t  o f f .  

Pushing on through some nas ty  passage and two s h o r t  p i t c h e s  o f  4 m and 17 m, the  
cave a b r u p t l y  d i ed  i n  the a rse  i n  a  hopeless r o c k f a l l .  Hau l ing  h a l f  a  k i l o m e t r e  o f  
sodden rope up the  118 m p i t c h  was an e p i c  i n  i t s e l f ,  and the  sur face was f i n a l l y  
reached a f t e r  a  12 hour absence. 

The survey data was p l o t t e d  up and the  new A u s t r a l i a n  depth reco rd  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  
- 3 7 3  m. 

The f o l l o w i n g  day the  t h r e e  remaining bods came o f f  the  moutain t o  a  w e l l  earned 
c e l e b r a t i o n  a t  the Na t i ona l  Park H o t e l .  

F i n a l l y ,  many thanks must be g i ven  t o  a l l  the  people who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  the success 
o f  t h i s  exped i t i on ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  the A u s t r a l i a n  Newsprint  M i l l s  ( ~ a y d e n a )  and 
the Examiner Newspaper who supported us f i n a n c i a l l y ,  i n  a  marve l lous  e f f o r t  t o  these 
aus te re  t imes.  Thanks a l s o  t o  Mike and Ch r i s  Edwards, S t u a r t  N icho las ,  R i k  and 
Janine McTunney, A lex  Marr,  Tim Founta in  and e s p e c i a l l y  Phi1 and Jenny H i l l  who 
s e l f i s h l y  took on v i t a l  sherpa d u t i e s ,  a  g r e a t  e f f o r t .  A l so  thanks t o  John Walch 

'. of  J  Walch & Sons f o r  supp ly ing  a s e t  o f  survey inst ruments a t  near c o s t  p r i c e .  

The e x p e d i t i o n  s e t  a  new n a t i o n a l  depth reco rd  t h a t  w i l l  be very  hard t o  beat .  The 
118 m Hear t  Beat p i t c h  now rep laces K e l l a r s  C e l l a r  as the  longes t  s i n g l e  n a t u r a l  
s h a f t  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Th i s  broke our  own depth record,  s e t  l ess  than 12 months 
e a r l i e r  i n  " I ce  Tube", a  t r u l y  remarkable e f f o r t  on the  p a r t  o f  TCC. 

25 APRIL 1983 - MT ANNE - more f l e x i t i m e ,  more e x p l o r a t i o n ,  more masochism ...... 
Members invo lved :  S te fan  and Rolan Eberhard, N i ck  Hume. 

Yet another  weekend saw us on t h a t  ve ry  f a m i l i a r  t r a c k .  We gathered some rope from 
the p i l e  i n  "Screaming Hear t "  and squirmed i n t o  "Organ Gr inder  1 1 " .  An awkward 5 m 
drop had t o  be nego t i a ted  here because o f  the t i g h t  and angled n a t u r e  o f  the r i f t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  on r e t u r n .  

Beyond t h i s  the  passage became p l e a s a n t l y  s i zeab le ,  runn ing  back under i t s e l f  v i a  a  
4 metre hand l i ne  t o  the top o f  a  12 metre p i t c h ,  r i gged  from two p i t o n s  and t i e d  back 
t o  the  hand l ine .  Th i s  p i t c h  i s  exposed t o  any r o c k f a l l  f rom "Organ Gr inder  1 1 "  and 
leads t o  a  chamber f l o o r e d  i n  boulders  o f  convenient  s i z e  f o r  r i g g i n g  a f u r t h e r  p i t c h  

' o f  20 metres. A b r i l l i a n t  a b s e i l  lands you bes ide and downstream o f  a  l a r g e  pool  
( f e d  by a smal l  f l o w ) .  

Fu r the r  downstream we squirmed down through narrow vadose canyon f o r  a  5 metre p i t c h /  
hand l ine .  Beyond t h i s  we y i e l d e d  t o  an in tense  zen exper ience on d i scove r i ng  an 
obv ious l y  huge p i t c h ,  i n  f a c t  10Q metres. S te fan  and Rolan exp lo red  t h i s  t o  f i n d  y e t  
another  p i t c h ,  which S te fan  determined t o  be roughly  70 t o  80 metres. We l e f t  the  
cave r i gged  f o r  the f o l l o w i n g  weekend, c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  p i t c h  would r e t u r n  t o  
"Heart Beat" p robab ly  f a i r l y  low down. We surveyed back t o  "Organ Gr inder  1 1 " .  

30 APRl L - 2 MAY 1983 - MT ANNE - Na t i ona l  Exped i t i on  t o  "Anne-A-Kananda"! 

Those i nvo l ved  - J u l i a  James, A1 War i ld ,  Anne Gray, Mark Bonwick, Ed Garnet t ,  
"Bas i l" (Sydney based) , Rolan Eberhard and N ick  Hume. 

J u l i a  a r r i v e d  on the l a t e  Saturday morning f l i g h t  f rom Sydney and combined w i t h  
everyone 's  n a t u r a l  r e l uc tance  t o  go, r e s u l t e d  i n  a  3 pm s t a r t  f o r  t he  mountain. 
Darkness found the  group s t r u g g l i n g  somewhat o n l y  ha l fway up No r th  East Ridge, so I 
l e d  A1 and Mark o f f  ahead t o  g e t  a  f i r e  go ing.  I managed t o  lose  these two on the  
co ld ,  windy r i dge ,  and a f t e r  w a i t i n g  ten  minutes o r  so saw t h e i r  l i g h t s  approaching 
me from the Weld R i ve r  s i d e  o f  the c r e s t !  
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Rolan l e d  A1 , Ed and "Bas i l" through "Organ Gr inder  I I "  t o  r i g  beyond the  b i g  p i t c h  
d iscovered  the  p rev ious  weekend. I f o l l owed  up w i t h  J u l i a ,  Ann and Mark, g i v i n g  us 
t ime t o  inspec t  the  geology o f  the  cave and take a few photographs. "Organ Gr inder  I l l '  
was i t s  usual  p leasan t  l i t t l e  s e l f ,  f o r t u n a t e l y  the  r i g g i n g  p a r t y  had removed the  kno t  
on the  20 metre p i t c h  which made t h i ngs  a l o t  qu i cke r  and we r e j o i n e d  t he  r i g g i n g  p a r t y  - 
on the 100 metre p i t c h .  

Here J u l i a  and I developed a bout  o f  the  "Mount Anne Torpor" and spent the  nex t  severa l  
hours cudd l i ng  each o t h e r  f o r  warmth, w h i l e  the e x p l o r a t i o n  r e s u l t s  were y e l l e d  back 
t o  us f rom below. Rolan and A 1  performed some i nvo l ved  r i g g i n g  on an 85 metre p i t c h  
below the  100 metre one, and found themselves absei  l i ng  i n t o  "Heart Beat ' S "  34  metre 
p i t c h ,  as was expected. Mark, Ed and "Bas i l "  f o l l owed  on. Meanwhile, I watched 
h o r r i f i e d ,  as Anne asked J u l i a  how t o  pass knots ,  be fo re  she proceeded down the  100 
metre s h a f t  w i t h  i t s  two t i e  o f f s !  I kep t  cudd l i ng  J u l i a .  

A1 and Rolan pursued a f a l s e  lead a t  the bottom o f  the  85 metre p i t c h ,  be fo re  beg inn ing  
the t ime consuming r e t r e a t  t o  the sur face .  Much f un  was had r e g a i n i n g  the  t i g h t  r i f t  
i n  "Organ Gr inder  1 1 "  and the cave was der igged back t o  "Dessicator" .  

Dur ing the  t ime we were underground, a heavy snowfal l had occurred,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  
a s u r p r i s i n g  increase (by M t  Anne standards) i n  the  q u a n t i t y  o f  water  go ing i n t o  the  
system. Next day Rolanand I clawed ou r  way o u t  o f  the  snow p l a s t e r e d  d o l i n e ,  s l i p p i n g  ,- 

on the i c e  covered hand l i ne  i n  w a i s t  deep snow! The weather had tu rned  what i s  
norma l l y  an easy, steep walk  i n t o  an ep i c ,  and t he re  were metre deep s n o w d r i f t s  on the  
r i d g e  t o  f o l l o w .  We wallowed down the t r a c k  l a r g e l y  by i n s t i n c t .  

The remain ing cavers s tayed on f o r  a few days, the  snow k i l l i n g  thoughts o f  do ing 
"Kel l a r s  Cel l a r " .  l nstead they bottomed o u t  and surveyed "Dess i ca to r " ,  c a l c u l a t i n g  
i t s  t o t a l  depth a t  320 metres. A1 went back t o  Sydney w i t h  a good sense o f  achievement 
I imagine, and many thanks t o  J u l i a ,  A l ,  Ed, Mark, "Bas i l "  and Anne f o r  h e l p i n g  us w i t h  
the e x p l o r a t i o n .  A b i t  o f  decent weather s h a l l  see ou r  r e t u r n  t o  M t  Anne. 

NICK HUME 

TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB GOES D I V I N G  TODAY/TONIGHT CLUB 

13 June 1983 

S S  "Nord" s t r u c k  a r e e f  o f f  the  H i p p o l y t e  Rocks sometime i n  1915. 
f i n a l l y  went down i n  140 f e e t  o f  water ,  about 1 km n o r t h  o f  Cape P i  
l i v e s  were l o s t  i n  the  i n c i d e n t ,  a p r o t r a c t e d  search o f  the  peninsu 
round up the l a r g e l y  Chinese crew. 

The 3000 t on  steamer 
l l a r  and though no 
l a  was requ i  r e d  t o  

A combining o f  the  TCC GDT/TC and Tas Sub Aqua Clubs r e s u l t e d  i n  a t r i p  t o  the  wreck 
on the  long weekend Monday, a day on which g a l e  warnings and g e n e r a l l y  f o u l  weather 
was f o recas t ,  bu t  which e v e n t u a l l y  proved unevent fu l  f o r  the  boat t r i p ,  save f o r  
S t u a r t  N i cho las '  l eng thy  d i s s e n t a t i o n s  on "...... bloody smokers, C h r i s t ! "  and l'..... 

i t ' s  a handbas i n  I keep t e l  l i ng  you". By s i g h t i n g  on va r i ous  shore f ea tu res  we were 
a b l e  t o  drop the anchor i n t o  the  wreck i t s e l f ,  which was q u i t e  handy. "Deco" l i n e s  w i t h  
spare a i r t a n k s  secure ly  t i e d  on (2  l o s t  an a i r t a n k  i n  s i m i l a r  c i rcumstances the  p rev ious  - 
weekend!) were threaded over  the  s t e r n  w h i l e  Ch r i s  Davies, Stuey and myse l f  s t r u g g l e d  
i n t o  rnani folded, t w i n  tank  setups. 

We fo l l owed  the  anchor l i n e  down t o  t he  "Nord's" deck which i s  a t  about 110 f e e t  depth,  
n o t i c i n g  t h a t  the  damaged bows had f u r t h e r  co l l apsed  i n  the  p a s t  12 months o r  so. I 
s e t  about photographing the  event w h i l e  the o t h e r  two, a l t e r n a t e l y  swam and posed t h e i r  
way through the  engine room, t o  the s t e r n  s e c t i o n .  Clouds o f  f i s h ,  d r i f t i n g  sponges 
and a p a i r  o f  c o u r t i n g  sea ls ,  added t o  the  u n r e a l i t y  o f  t h i s  p lace .  
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I managed t o  lose  the  o t h e r  two w h i l e  l i t e r a l l y  immersed i n  s u b j e c t  d i s t ances  and "f" 
s tops,  bu t  caught them h o l d i n g  some s o r t  o f  d i a l ogue  i n  body language, nex t  t o  t h e  
s h i p ' s  p r o p e l l e r  (something very  "Nordy" I suspec t ) .  We swam through t h i s  huge 
s t r u c t u r e  and moved l a z i l y  a long  the  s h i p ' s  s i d e  back t o  t h e  bow, which b rough t  us up 
t o  the 25 minutes bot tom t ime o f  ou r  d i v e  p lans .  I t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  we n o t i c e d  
the anchor l i n e  m i ss i ng  and t he  f a i n t  no i se  o f  a d i s t a n t  motor cou ld  be d iscerned,  
senses work ing  ove r t ime !  

Wi th  no cho ice  b u t  up, S t u a r t  suddenly became very  s o c i a b l e  and reached f o r  o u r  hands 
t o  keep us t oge the r  on the  ascent  - we were h o r r i b l y  r e l i a n t  on t h a t  boa t  f i n d i n g  us.  
A t  about 10 metres depth we s p o t t e d  the  h u l l  o f  the  boa t  i n  the  good v i s i b i l i t y ,  
moving towards where ou r  a i r  bubbles were b reak ing  su r f ace .  We g r a t e f u l l y  h i t c h e d  a  
r i d e  on the  v i t a l ,  t r a i l i n g  "deco" l i n e s .  These l i n e s  swung o f f  plumb w h i l e  the  
re-anchored boat  came about ,  so Ch r i s  dec ided t o  s t a r t  h i s  decompression on the  
anchor l i ne. 

Stuey f lashed  h i s  t o r c h  a t  Chr i s ,  t o  r e j o i n  us, however, Ch r i s  f u r t h e r  dec ided t o  
c r e a t e  a  "menage a  t r o i s "  w i t h  t he  c o u r t i n g  sea ls .  He l e f t  t h e  anchor l i n e  and 
proceeded t o  c a v o r t  i n  a  very  good l i keness  o f  an e x c i t e d  b u l l  seal  ( t h e  sea l  
p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  never be t he  same a g a i n ) .  Stuey and I looked a t  each o t h e r  i n  some 

,- - 
wonder, then a t  Ch r i s ,  then a t  each o t h e r ,  then a t  Chr i s ,  ........ He e v e n t u a l l y  
r e j o i n e d  us, w i t h  a  s a t i s f i e d  express ion  obv ious through h i s  facemask. We completed 
decompression s tops o f  5 minutes a t  9 metres,  5  minutes a t  6 metres and f i n a l l y  10 
minutes a t  3 metres be fo re  tumbl i n g  back on board t he  boa t .  

Meanwhile, back a t  t he  j e t t y ,  a  f isherman o u t  o f  P i r a t e s  Bay had caught a  5 metre  
w h i t e  p o i n t e r  i n  h i s  ne ts  and had dragged i t  ashore p l o n k i n g  i t  under a  s i g n  t h a t  
read; " I t  i s  an o f fence  t o  leave f i s h  here"!  A ve ry  sober ing  s i g h t .  T h i s  f i s h  
generated much exc i tement  around Eaglehawk Neck and we heard some p r e t t y  w i l d  yarns 
( o t h e r  than o u r  own) i n  t he  "Luf ra  Ho te l "  t h a t  n i g h t .  

17 th  and aga in  on the  24 th  June 

A n i g h t  d i v e  a t  P i r a t e s  Bay t h a t  F r i d a y  proved a b o r t i v e  when t h e  au tho r  f o r g o t  t o  
b r i n g  h i s  facemask. I walked up t o  the  bar  o f  the  "Lu f ra "  i n  f u l l  w e t s u i t ,  i n  an 
a t tempt  t o  borrow one from the  l i censee ,  b u t  was p rompt l y  r e fused !  

The f o l l o w i n g  F r i day  n i g h t  saw g r e a t e r  success when Ch r i s ,  Stuey, S te fan  Eberhard 
and mysel f  decided t o  d i v e  t he  m igh ty  Duna l l y  Canal ( r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t he  "Dunal ly  
~ o t e l " ) .  Th i s  i nvo l ves  s tepp ing  o u t  o f  the  c a r  o n t o  a  j e t t y ,  then s t r a i g h t  i n t o  
the  wate r ,  however, S te fan  was r e l u c t a n t  and mut te red  something about l ' . . . . t h e r e  
must be p l e n t y  o f  sharks around i n  a  p l ace  l i k e  t h i s " ,  though I thought  i t  was a  
p r e t t y  s t u p i d  p l a c e  f o r  sharks t o  be, myse l f .  

There i s  a  ve ry  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t  here and once " f l u shed  through t he  system", we 
walked back a l ong  the  main road t o  queue f o r  ano ther  t r i p .  I d iscovered  t h a t  t h e  
bes t  e f f e c t  was ob ta i ned  w h i l e  "s tanding"  on your  head w i t h  eye l e v e l  j u s t  above 
t h e l ' r a p i d l y  moving"f1oor o f  the  cana l ,  q u i t e  f r eaky .  A p l e n t i f u l  supp ly  o f  s leepy  
s p i d e r  crabs made good pho tograph ic  s u b j e c t s  and e x c e l l e n t  head adornments on o t h e r  
d i v e r s .  A f te rwards  a  ve ry  p l easan t  n i g h t  was had a t  the pub, where a  l o c a l  ( g i r l ! )  
go t  desperate  enough t o  ask S te fan  f o r  a  dance. 

These d i ves ,  e t c ,  t h r e a t e n  t o  become r e g u l a r  s o c i a l  events ,  so i f  anyone e l s e  i s  
i n t e r e s t e d  . . . . . . . . . 

NICK HUME 
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MORE CLUB NEWS AND TRIVIA 

John Dunkley, P res i den t  o f  ASF, w i l l  be i n  Tasmania from 31 August t o  11 September. 
He i s  keen t o  meet l o c a l  cavers and a t t e n d  a  meet ing,  n o t  t o  say any th i ng  s p e c i f i c ,  
bu t  t o  d iscuss  any gr ievances,  ques t ions ,  and so on, t h a t  anyone may have. A 
combined TCC/SCS meet w i l l  p robab ly  be arranged f o r  Wednesday 7 September. 
Fu r t he r  d e t a i l s  i n  the  nex t  S p i e l .  

E RRATA 
Due t o  the Pommie P r e s i d e n t ' s  ignorance and l a c k  o f  geograph ica l  knowledge o f  
Tasmania, he i n a d v e r t a n t l y  s t a t e d  Ch r i s  Dav ies '  t r i p  a t  Chr istmas was go ing  t o  
Federat  i on  Peak ( sn i gge r ,  s n i g g e r ) .  Th i s  should  o f  course have read P r e c i p i t o u s  
B l u f f .  He 's  s t i l l  keen and now t h a t  we 've changed the  venue i s  anyone e l s e ?  

FOR SALE 
Ex cav ing  j a c k e t s  and jumpers - wide s e l e c t i o n  o n l y  p a r t l y  so i l ed /des t royed .  Great 
conversa t ion  p ieces  a t  t h a t  coming wedding o r  f u n e r a l .  T h e y ' l l  keep you p a r t l y  
warm and p a r t l y  d ry ,  and the bes t  t h i n g  about them i s  the  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p laced  
v e n t i l a t i o n  (a b i t  l i k e  "posh" ho les )  t o  keep you s m e l l i n g  and f e e l i n g  n i c e  a l l  
day. Buy now whi l e  s tocks  l a s t  a t  s lashed and shrunken p r i c e s .  Ring 34 4862 o r  
v iew ( th rough)  them a t  ou r  warehouse - 47 Waterworks Road. - 

I D A  BAY 3 / 7 / 8 3  

W h i l s t  the o the rs  were mucking about i n  M idn igh t  Hole,  Trev,  N i c k  and I dec ided t o  
con t inue  the e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  1812, an ex t reme ly  scungy bu t  s t i l l  unbottomed ho le .  

The en t rance  leads under the overhang o f  Permian caprock, down a  5  m p i t c h  t o  a  smal l  
v e r t i c a l  s l o t  which had water  f a l l i n g  down i t .  A re -be lay  and a  25 m p i t c h  w i t h  
water  pou r i ng  i n  f rom a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  landed Trev  and I a t  
the l i m i t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  v e r t i c a l  sewer. 

18 rz 
ASF 

Nick  s e n s i b l y  s tayed  up the  top  t o  guard a g a i n s t  cave I : boo 
p i  r a t e s !  

A smal l  hex. balanced on a  rock  was the o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  
anchor p o i n t  f o r  t he  nex t  5 m p i t c h  which was a l s o  g u i t e  
h o r r i b l e .  I t  d i d n ' t  go o f  course, so we e x i t e d  be fo re  
conc lud ing  t h a t ,  l i k e  Niagara Po t ,  t h i s  cave was a  t o t a l  
waste o f  space. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear S i r  

I would l i k e  t o  take  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  thank TCC f o r  your  h o s p i t a l i t y  w h i l e  I was 
v i s i t i n g  t he  'Land o f  P l e n t y '  i n  February/March t h i s  year .  H o p e f u l l y ,  more CEGSA 
people  w i l l  c on t i nue  t o  make t he  t r i p  t o  exper ience  the  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  cav ing  
environments i n  Tasmania than what South A u s t r a l i a  has t o  o f f e r .  
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I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  w i t h  g rea t  honour and d e l i g h t  t h a t  I accept t h e  Category and 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  I  under took t he  Cat 3 p r a c t i c a l  exam one week a f t e r  
r e t u r n i n g  from Tasmania b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  bombed o u t .  I assume t h a t  means I 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  drowned i n  Junee! 

Cong ra tu l a t i ons  on your  work i n  Growl ing S w a l l e t  and on M t  Anne. I have t o  come 
back again .  

JOHN McCORMACK 

S H A L l  WE: S U R V E Y  I T ?  




