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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

A c t i v i t y  shou ld  be p i c k i n g  up ove r  t he  nex t  month as Spr ing  s t i r s  i n  some o f  ou r  more 
s l a c k e r  members. The w i n t e r  r e s t  should  have done us a l l  good, and w e ' r e  hop ing  t o  

t o  exc lamat ions.  p i c k  

Sat 

Sat 

'Je d 

F r  i 

Sat 

Sat 

Wed 

Sat 

up where we l e f t  o f f  t o  change t he  ? ' S  

Sept 10 341 

Sept 17 Slaughterhouse Pot 

Sept 21 Committee meet ing 

Sept 23 Annual Club Dinner  - Winston 

Sept 24 Usua l l y  s l i g h t l y  overhung 

Oct 1 Tass ie  Pot 

Oct 5 General Meet ing 

Oct 8 Owl Pot 

Chu rch i l  l ' s  7. 00 pm. 

Saturday t r i p s  can be changed w i t h o u t  warn ing  i f  s u f f i c i e n t  members can be r a i s e d  
f o r  t r i p s  l i k e  S e r e n d i p i t y  - Growl ing  S w a l l e t  o r  even I c e  Tube through t r i p .  On 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings t he  Club ga thers  s o c i a l l y ,  t r i p s  a r e  planned, i n  
the  Winston C h u r c h i l l ' s  p u b l i c  bar  - i f  no one i s  around check t he  main bar  o r  g i v e  
someone a  r i n g .  

EDITORIAL 

Once aga in  the  l a s t  month has been f a i r l y  q u i e t  w i t h  o n l y  a  few minor  t r i p s  go ing.  
There i s  however l i g h t  on the h o r i z o n  ( c o u l d  i t  be a  N i c k  Hume ad hoc noc tu rna l  
scrub bash r e t u r n i n g  f rom the  w i l d s ? )  w i t h  bodies a c t u a l l y  t a l k i n g  about go ing  
cav ing  - w i t h  any l u c k  they may even p rogress  t o  t he  nex t  s t e p  - a c t u a l l y  go! 

P o t e n t i a l l y  t h i s  summer cou ld  see some o f  the  most s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s c o v e r i e s  ever  i n  
t he  F l o r e n t i n e  and p o s s i b l y  A u s t r a l i a ,  so w i t h  any l u c k  the  Sp ie l  may once a g a i n  be 
crammed wi t h  "edge o f  the  seat"  t r i p  r e p o r t s .  

The Annual D inner  i s  looming c l o s e  as ment ioned e lsewhere i n  t h i s  mag, so make su re  
a l l  your  wives,  g i r l f r i e n d s  and o t h e r  i t i n e r a t e s  know about i t .  You can even b r i n g  
them a long  as w e l l  and have a  r i p p i n g  t ime - j u s t  beware o f  t he  b l u e  blow bag man - 
you w o u l d n ' t  want t o  b low i t  and b low i t  would you? 

STUART NICHOLAS 
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THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB ANNUAL DINNER 

Once aga in  our  o n l y  s o c i a l  event  o f  t he  year  has come around. The annual d i nne r  i s  
u s u a l l y  q u i t e  a  r espec tab le  a f f a i r ;  l a s t  year  i t  be ing  h e l d  a t  Monroe's and, as usua l ,  
a  d i f f e r e n t  venue has been chosen by the  Committee f o r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  extravaganza. 

The TCCAnnual Dinner  w i l l  be h e l d  a t  Winston C h u r c h i l l ' s  Ho te l ,  251 L i v e r p o o l  S t r e e t ,  
Hobar t ,  i n  the  room u p s t a i r s  on the 23rd September 1983. - 
The meal w i l l  commence a t  7.45 pm (suggest  a r r i v i n g  b e f o r e  7.30 pm so p r e f e r r e d  
s e a t i n g  can be ar ranged personal  l y ) .  No depos i t  i s  necessary, b u t  i t  i s  impor tan t  t o  
i n f o rm  Trevor  on 34  4862 be fo re  20 th  September o f  in tended numbers f o r  e a t i n g .  T h i s  
d i nne r  i s  no t  e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  TCC members - f r i e n d s ,  g i r l f r i e n d s ,  wives,  pa ren ts ,  
pas t  members and f u t u r e  members w i l l  a l l  be welcome. The c o s t  o f  t he  d i nne r  w i l l  be 
$12.00 per  head, and t he  bar  opens a t  7.00 pm and i s  l a t e  l i cenced  a t  b a s i c a l l y  bar  
p r i c e s  w i t h  c a r a f s  o f  w ine a t  $4.00 pe r  l i t r e .  

The d inners  have been a success i n  the  pas t ,  and we look  fo rward  t o  a  good t u r n o u t  
t h i s  year .  

MENU 

ENTREES 

M A I N  COURSES 

SWEETS 

Mar ina ted  Beef Kebabs 
Whole F lounder  w i t h  Lemon B u t t e r  
F r i e d  Cheese w i t h  F r u i t  Puree 
House Pat2 

Por terhouse Steak W i t h  Mushrooms 
Venison, Bacon and Mushrooms w i t h  Pas t r y  
Basque s t y  l e Ch i cken 
G r i l l e d  John Dory w i t h  Bacon and Tomato Glaze 
Fisherman's Basket 

B1  ueberry  Cheese Cake 
Apple P i e  
Banana Spl i t s  

Don ' t  be d i sappo in ted  - book your  d i n n e r ( s )  e a r l y !  DO IT  NOW. 

The f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  was c o n t r i b u t e d  by Bob Woolhouse, a  long  s tand ing  member o f  t he  
va r i ous  c l ubs  t h a t  have e x i s t e d  i n  and around Launceston. I t  i s  Bob's personal  
s tudy o f  the  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  proposed l ogg ing  developments i n  t he  Mole Creek area 
and con ta i ns  q u i t e  an amount o f  d e t a i l .  I t  i s  n o t  usual  t o  p u b l i s h  g r i d  re ferences 
f o r  cave l o c a l i t i e s ,  b u t  most descr ibed  a r e  w e l l  known anyway and f o r  those t h a t  
a r e n ' t ,  a  g r i d  r e fe rence  i s n ' t  much h e l p  anyway. 

EFFECTS OF FORESTRY ON CAVES OF THE MOLE CREEK AREA 

The F o r e s t r y  Department may be t a k i n g  ove r  t h e  uncommitted Crown land  below t he  
Western T i e r s  ( r e f  Mersey 1:100,000 l and  tenure  s e r i e s ,  between g r i d  l i n e s  39 and 
5 1 ~ ) .  Since I have caved i n  t h i s  area f o r  w e l l  ove r  20 years ,  I have been asked what - 
e f f e c t s  t h i s  m igh t  have on t he  Mole Creek caves. 

To do t h i s ,  i t  i s  convenient  t o  d i v i d e  the  area i n t o  seven main d ra inage  systems, 
s t a r t i n g  w i t h  Ta i l ende r  Cave and go ing  down t o  t he  Mersey t o  f i n i s h  w i t h  t h e  Mole 
Creek system i t s e l f .  Minor  systems such as Dog's Head, Den P l a i n s  and Mersey H i l l  
a re  ignored.  
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Drainage Systems feeding the  Main Mole Creek Caves 

1 )  Vanish ing Creek, Kansas Creek - Ta i l ende r ,  
Croesus, Lynds caves. 

2) Soda Creek - Kohinor,  K ing  Solomons, Soda 
Creek caves. 

3) Execu t ion  Creek - Execu t ion  Cave, Kubla Khan. 
( ~ i e n a  1:25,000 - shown r i s i n g  a t  394955 and 
c r o s s i n g  Erks Loop. I t  a c t u a l l y  d isappears  
i n t o  Execu t ion  Cave a t  39 1965) . 

4 )  Marako 

5) G i l l a m  

6) Proh ib  
P roh ib  
( ~ o l e  

pa Creeks - D e v i l s  Pot,  Marakoopa caves. 

Creek - very  minor  caves. 

t i o n  Creek - s e r i e s  o f  caves s t a r t i n g  w i t h  
t i o n  and ending w i t h  Sassaf ras cave. 
reek  1:25,000) P r o h i b i t i o n  creek f l ows  i n t o  

I 

C 
the cave a t  the  l imestone c o n t a c t  a t  437948. I t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
"Sassa,f ras  Creek" marked. No creeks e n t e r  t h e  
l imes tone  con tac t  between P r o h i b i t i o n  and G i l l e m  
Creek) . 

You' l l 

N i c k ' s  i n t r o  t r i p  f o r  
h i s  g i r l f r i e n d .  

once you g e t  
s t a r t e d !  

7) Mole Creek - T r i b u t a r i e s  e n t e r i n g  Herber ts  Pot  (eg 
~ e s t m o r l  and) . Georg i es  , Wet cave, Honeycomb, py r a m i  d. 

The f o l l o w i n g  dea ls  w i t h  each o f  these d ra inage  systems i n  
more d e t a i l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  evidence o f  t h e  e f f e c t  
o f  su r face  a c t i v i t i e s  on the cave environment.  Obv ious ly ,  my 
knowledge i s  incomplete,  bu t  I hope these no tes  w i l l  suggest 
l i n e s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which cav ing  groups migh t  l i k e  t o  
under take.  These migh t  then lead t o  reasoned submissions t o  
a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

I n  t h i s  regard,  No r t he rn  Caverneers produced a d e t a i  l e d  
submission on Drainage system 4 Marakoopa Creeks. T h i s  was 
accepted, and t h i s  d ra inage  system i s  now reserved  up t o  t he  
p r o t e c t e d  area on the  p l a teau ,  a l though  i t  i s  n o t  shown as 
such on the  c u r r e n t  (1982) land  tenure  map. 

System 1 .  Vanish ing and Kansas Creeks. L iena  1:25,000 

Vanish ing Creek goes i n t o  Hidden Cave a t  377945 and Kansas 
Creek i n t o  Rubbish P i t  Cave a t  373957. 

Ta i l ende r  f l ows  i n  wet weather  o n l y .  Croesus f l ows  a t  a 
steady r a t e  a lmost  independent ly  o f  t he  seasons, except  f o r  one 
s i n g l e  v i o l e n t  f l o o d  about 10 years  ago. Lynds v a r i e s  w i t h  t he  
seasons i n  t he  normal way. T h i s  suggests a major  co l l apse ,  
p robab ly  extend i f rom the  do1 i n e  a t  358953, through A p r i l  Fools  
area (363958) , t he l i n e  o f  d o l i n e s  r unn ing  down where a c reek  
i s  marked a t  364 . The hypo thes i s  i s  t h a t  i n  an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
wet w i n t e r  about years  ago, the  dammed wa te r  i n  t he  c o l  lapse 
system broke  t h  h i n t o  Croesus, b u t  a f u r t h e r  f a l l  b locked  t he  
wate r  t o  a cons tan t  f l o w  r a t e .  

4 
Th i s  whole a rea  i s  i n  p r ime f o r e s t .  Logging ope ra t i ons  c o u l d  
p ro found l y  a l t e r  t he  d ra inage  system w i t h  d i s a s t r o u s  e f f e c t s  on 
t h r e e  major  caves. 
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We are  i n  u rgen t  need o f  a  p roper  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  system so t h a t  we have t he  f a c t s  
t o  suppor t  an ex tens ion  o f  the Croesus Reserve over  t he  s e n s i t i v e  area.  

System 2. Soda Creek. L iena 1:25,000 

Th i s  system i s  be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a t  the  p resen t  t ime.  

The resurgence 363996 comes from a sump which can o n l y  be passed i n  d r y  weather.  
Beyond t h i s  an a t t r a c t i v e  streampassage w i t h  r ims tone  poo ls  leads upwards i n  the 
genera l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  K ing Solomons, b u t  a f t e r  about  500 m i t  ends i n  a  chamber w i t h  
v e r t i c a l  w a l l s  which would r e q u i r e  mechanical  a i d s  t o  c l imb .  

The creek under Diamond (374992) te rm ina tes  upstream i n  a  sump, rough ly  under t he  
l a r g e  d o l i n e  a t  373991. Downstream i t  i s  b locked  by a  r o c k f a l l ,  which causes the  
creek t o  back up i n  f l o o d  toward the w e l l  known upper l e v e l s  o f  t he  cave, d e p o s i t i n g  
mud t o  a  h e i g h t  o f  a t  l e a s t  10 m above t he  creek bed. 

A smal l  c reek i n  Pear l  Pot (376990) f l ows  upwards i n  wet weather i n t o  Maze Puzz le  
(376991). Th i s  o r i g i n a l l y  con t inued  t o  Kohinor  (375992) where i t  sumps. The sump i s  
l a r g e  and deep and has n o t  been passed. Except i n  f l o o d ,  the main wa te r  now leaves 
Maze Puzz le  by an impassable squeeze. I t  i s  l i k e l y  i t  j o i n s  the  Diamond s t ream and 
the  combined waters  pass under King Solornons t o  Soda Creek. 

The t o t a l  water  f l o w  suggests t h a t  o n l y  l o c a l  dra inage i s  i nvo l ved .  

Maze Puzzle i s  runn ing  c l ose  t o  the  su r f ace  i n  coun t r y  wh ich  was logged and i s  now 
grazed. There i s  a  wet weather water  channel which connects t o  Maze Puzz le  through 
severa l  smal l  r i f t s .  However, I  can see no obv ious s i g n  o f  e i t h e r  su r f ace  e r o s i o n  o r  
o f  s i l t i n g  i n s i d e  the  cave. 

Kohinor has a h i g h  upper en t rance  i n  a  d o l i n e  a t  the  top  o f  the  h i l l .  A  cons ide rab le  
amount o f  d e b r i s  has f a l l e n  i n t o  the  cave f rom t h i s ,  and t he  sump i s  h e a v i l y  s i l t e d .  
Some o f  t h i s  must be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  f o r e s t r y  ope ra t i ons .  The l a r g e  h a l l  o f  Kohinor  
must be c l o s e  t o  the su r f ace ,  and any t imber  removal i s  h i g h l y  dangerous b o t h  t o  t he  
cave and the  workers i nvo l ved .  

Recommendation: The King Solomon reserve  shou ld  be extended t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  t imbered 
r i d q e  go ing  down near Pear l  Pot (376990) and L i t t l e  Gem (376989). 

System 3 .  Execu t ion  Creek. L iena  1:25,000 

Kubla main en t rance  i s  l ess  than 100 m eas t  o f  400995, j u s t  o f f  t he  edge o f  the  L iena  
map. 

I t  has never been c o n c l u s i v e l y  demonstrated t h a t  the  main Kubla wa te r  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  
Execut ion Creek. A minor  t r i b u t a r y  f rom Standard H i l l  forms a l a k e  i n  a  sma l l  
chamber below ( E  o f )  Xanadu, and en te r s  t he  s t ream passage s h o r t l y  below where the  
normal c l i m b i n g  r o u t e  s t a r t s .  Th is  s tops  f l o w i n g  i n  d rough t .  

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  go upstream f rom the  SW co rner  o f  Xanadu, i n  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  Execut ion.  T h i s  wa te r  has never stopped f l o w i n g  i n  t he  l a s t  20 years  and i t s  
v01 ume corresponds w i t h  t h a t  o f  Execu t ion  Creek. I n  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  r o c k f a l  l s t a r t s .  
I t  m igh t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  push t h i s  f u r t h e r ,  b u t  I have been no more than  100 m i n t o  
i t .  On the  su r f ace  a l i n e  o f  d o l i n e s  f o l l o w s  t he  lowest  l i n e  o f  t h e  main depress ion  
i n  a  g e n e r a l l y  sou thern  d i r e c t i o n ,  i e ,  towards Execu t ion  Pot (391965). The whole o f  
t h i s  c o l l a p s e  system i s  j u s t  below the su r f ace  o f  p r i v a t e  farm land.  The i n e v i t a b l e  
s i l t a t i o n  seems t o  be scoured o u t  o f  t he  main cave, b u t  t h e r e  i s  some s i g n  o f  
s e t t l i n g  i f  the r i v e r  i s  fo l l owed towards t he  sump beyond Ca i rn  H a l l .  

Heavy machinery was us i ng  Erks Loop a t  a  t ime when we were v i s i t i n g  t he  Execu t ion  - 
Long Drop area r e g u l a r l y .  Any b r i d g e  which m igh t  o r i g i n a l l y  have been a t  391962 had 
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co l lapsed ,  and t he  mud was too  deep t o  a l l o w  a Land Rover t o  c ross .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  
we used the creek a t  391965, j u s t  above the l imes tone  con tac t ,  as d r i n k i n g  wa te r .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t he re  was no v i s i b l e  t r a c e  o f  any suspended s o l i d s .  Th i s  suggests t h a t  
d o l e r i t e  s o i l s  a re  ve ry  r e s i s t a n t  t o  e ros i on .  

Recommendation: F o r e s t r y  be asked t o  ensure t h a t  t he  b r i d g e  on Erks Loop i s  a b l e  t o  
wi  ths tand  heavy machinery.  

System 4. Maracoopa Creeks. Mole Creek 1 :25,OOO 

As noted above, t h i s  i s  now p r o t e c t e d  by t he  new reserve  and no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i s  
necessary.  

System 5 .  G i l l a m  Creek. Mole Creek 1:25,000 

The upper s e c t i o n  o f  G i l l a m  Creek g i ves  a smal l  cave below t h e  con tac t  a t  about 
421963 on p r i v a t e  land. A f t e r  about 150 m t he  c reek  sur faces  aga in  and does n o t  go 
underground u n t i l  a f t e r  f l o w i n g  f o r  some d i s t a n c e  through farmland. 

A number o f  openings from 428982 t o  429985 pass down t o  t he  wate r  o f  t h i s  nex t  
s e c t i o n ,  which goes on t o  j o i n  the main d ra inage  f rom Mayberry. The whole system i s  
near  t o  the  su r f ace  and l i a b l e  t o  c o l l a p s e .  A major  c o l l a p s e  migh t  g i v e  d ra inage  
problems i n  the Mayberry paddocks. 

Recommendation: The system seems t o  c o n t a i n  l i t t l e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  cavers.  The 
square i n c l  uded i n  4196 marked "Cave Country" on t h e  land  tenure  map seems t o  
c o n t a i n  no caves. Tak ing t imber  f rom some p a r t s  o f  4298 and 4398 cou ld  be hazardous 
t o  t imber  workers ,  t o  d ra inage  o f  Mayberry and t o  t he  f l o w  o f  Sassafras Creek i n  the  
Ugbrook area. 

System 6. P r o h i b i t i o n  Creek. Mole Creek 1:25,000 

Th i s  en te r s  P r o h i b i t i o n  Cave a t  437948. 1 t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t he  wa te r  which passes 
through Nut Bath,  Cobbler Cooler ,  My Cave, Glow worm and then runs on t he  su r f ace  
under the Ba ldock ' s  road a t  456963. I t  forms t h e  major  p a r t  o f  t h e  wa te r  i n  
Sassafras cave, a f t e r  which i t  j o i n s  t he  much l a r g e r  f l o w  f rom Mayberry. I have n o t  
checked g r i d  re ferences i n  t h i s  area s i n c e  the  1:25,000 maps appeared, a p a r t  f rom 
the  two g i ven  above. I  would guess Nut Bath t o  be 443958 and Glow worm 454959 and 
Sassafras (whi cl- r c n t a  i ns permanent sumps and has never been f o l  lowed r i g h t  through)  
t o  be between 457966 and 464972. 

The upper Sassafras Creek shown on the  1:25,000 migh t  w e l l  become P r o h i b i t i o n  
Creek. I n  a t r i p  r e p o r t  dated 1/8/71 Pe te r  Shaw went f rom t h e  g rave l  p i t  below 
P r o h i b i t i o n  t o  G i l l a m  Creek, p robab ly  j u s t  above the  550 m con tour .  He passed one 
creek on the way which he assumed was Sassaf ras go ing  down t o  Baldocks. S ince t h e r e  
i s  no wate r  i n  Baldocks except  i n  wet weather,  i t  may be h i s  c reek  was a t r i b u t a r y  
o f  t he  G i l l am ,  marked on the  1:25,000 bu t  NOT shown on the  one i nch  map Pe te r  would 
have been us ing .  

The dra inage i n t o  the  caves o f  t h i s  system would thus seem t o  be f l o w i n g  th rough  
p r i v a t e  f o r e s t  a t  the  t ime  i t  goes underground. 

Th i s  
and g 
p r a c t  

1 )  A 

land  has been c l e a r  f e l l e d  w i t h  no regard  f o r  env i ronmenta l  cons ide ra t i ons ,  
ives an i dea l  p i  l o t  area f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the  e f f e c t s  o f  bad f o r e s t r y  
i c e  on i n f l u x  caves. For example: 

l and ing  has been cons t ruc ted  immediate ly  above P r o h i b i t i o n  Creek. The 
r e s u l t i n g  s i l t a t i o n  seems min imal ,  imp l y i ng  a ve ry  h i g h  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  e r o s i o n  
o f  d o l e r i t e  s o i l s  above t he  c o n t a c t .  

2) C lear  f e l l i n g  around Depression 438949 has been f o l l owed  by b u l l d o z i n ?  o f  waste 
i n t o  the  d o l e r i t e  making i t  very  l a b o r i o u s  t o  reach t he  ent rance.  T h ~ s  f e l l i n g  
was w i t h o u t  regard t o  a creek which f l ows  i n t o  t he  cave. 
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Wi thou t  condoning t h i s  type o f  f o r e s t r y  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  does suggest t h a t  i f  b u r n i n g  i s  
n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  s i l t i n g  i s  no t  a  g r e a t  danger on these p a r t i c u l a r  s o i l s .  

Recommendation: We should  press f o r  s t r i c t  g u i d e l i n e s  on f o r e s t  management t o  app l y  
t o  ALL f o r e s t s  i n  the s t a t e .  

A more d e t a i l e d  s tudy o f  e f f e c t s  on t he  caves o f  the  P r o h i b i t i o n  system shou ld  be 
undertaken. A comparison o f  the  e f f e c t s  o f  c l e a r  f e l l i n g  on d o l e r i t e  s o i l s ,  w i t h  and 
w i t h o u t  burn ing ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  e f f e c t  on creeks, would  seem t o  be u r g e n t l y  r equ i r ed .  

System 7. The Mole Creek. Mole Creek 1:25,000 

I n  the  o t h e r  systems I have been p e r s o n a l l y  i nvo l ved  w i t h  t he  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
the  bush bashing.  A l l  map re fe rences ,  w i t h  t he  excep t i on  o f  those noted i n  System 6, 
have been checked i n  the  l a s t  coup le  o f  years ,  i e ,  they a r e  NOT convers ions f rom the  
o r i g i n a l  1:63,360 map. T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t he  upper reaches o f  the  Mole Creek have been 
exp lo red  by S C S ,  and a l l  re fe rences  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  guesses on my p a r t ,  except  
f o r  the  en t rance  t o  Georgies H a l l ,  which I used t o  c a l c u l a t e  t he  su r f ace  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
Root H a l l  and Eldorado.  

The main stream i n  H e r b e r t ' s  Pot  (491933) comes f rom the  Westmorland which goes under- 
ground a t  49439243 ( ? )  . The 1973 survey o f  He rbe r t  ' s  p u t s  t h e  sump a t  4939274. Thus 
the  wate r  would be p r o t e c t e d  f rom l ogg ing  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  Crown land  by t he  w a t e r f a l l  
reserve,  bu t  t he  a c t u a l  i n f l u x  o f  Westmorland Cave i s  on p r i v a t e  land  below t he  
reserve .  S i m i l a r l y ,  the  a c t u a l  c reek  i n t o  H e r b e r t ' s  i s  on p r i v a t e  land, and o t h e r  . . 

t r i b u t a r i e s  seem i n  no danger f rom any development o f  Crown land.  

Apar t  f rom s i l t a t i o n ,  the danger o f  c o l l a p s e  caused by su r f ace  a c t i v i t y  i s  ve ry  
Us ing the VSA 1973 survey,  Root H a l l  i s  498935, w h i l e  t he  f a r  end o f  E ldorado I 
under the  red  spot  marked as " s i nk  ho le" .  The a l l o t m e n t  marked "Crown Land" on 
1:25,000, which inc ludes  Gavin L i n g e r ' s  farm, i s  shown as " p r i v a t e  f r eeho ld "  on 
land tenure map. The ownership needs c l a r i f y i n g .  Obv ious ly ,  Gavin h i m s e l f  wou 
be respons ib l e  f o r  f e l l i n g  t imber  i n  t he  v u l n e r a b l e  s e c t i o n ,  bu t  i t  would seem 
p o l i t i c  t o  d i scove r  h i s  a t t i t u d e  towards an a p p r o p r i a t e  area be ing  dec la red  a  t 
reserve.  

r e a l  . 
i S 

t h e  
t h e  

I d  n o t  

imber 

F u r t h e r  down the  system, c l e a r  f e l l i n g  has taken p l ace  over  the  t op  o f  Pyramid. I 
descended t he  Top Hole a  couple  o f  years  ago and no i n s t a b i l i t y  o r  new rock  f a l l  was 
apparent  . 
Recommendation: Other cavers w i t h  more d e t a i l e d  knowledge o f  t he  system migh t  ca re  
t o  d iscuss  t h i s .  

Cave Numbers 

A l i s t  o f  new cave numbers was pub l i shed  i n  Speleo Sp ie l  l a s t  year  (NO 175). Fu r t he r  
ones a p p l y i n g  t o  t h i s  area a re  as f o l l o w s :  

D e v i l s  D ra i np ipe  ( ~ 1 2  i n  check l i s t )  
Marakoopa I I  e n t r y  o f  Long Creek a t  the  con tac t .  
Marakoopa I I ( ~ a k e s  en t rance)  Entrance t o  r i f t  above Lake Passage. 
Devi 1s Pot (X13 i n  check l i s t )  
D e v i l s  Anastomosis - leads t o  sump o f  D e v i l s  Pot v i a  50 m p i t c h .  
D e v i l s  Anastomosis 
K iwi  Pot (X33 i n  check l i s t )  
Paste Pot .  Above Pear l  Pot - Kohinor connec t ion  b u t  won ' t  go w i t h o u t  d i gg ing .  
Two en t rances ,  b o t h  p i t c h e s  f i n i s h i n g  i n  t he  same chamber 20 m below t h e  
su r f ace .  

BOB WOOLHOUSE 
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LOST POT 

Th i s  cave was o r i g i n a l l y  l oca ted  by S te fan  Eberhard i n  December 1980 a t  an obscure 
p o i n t  i n  the  r a i n f o r e s t  between S e r e n d i p i t y  and I c e  Tube. Cons ider ing  i t s  a l t i t u d e  
and s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  above t h e  Growl ing Master System, the  w a l k - i n  en t rance  which 
c a r r i e d  a  s t r o n g  outward draught  o b v i o u s l y  had p o t e n t i a l .  At tempts t o  r e - f i n d  Los t  
Pot were unsuccessfu l  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  when ma in l y  by l uck ,  S te fan  stumbled once aga in  
i n t o  the en t rance  d o l i n e .  He marked a r o u t e  back t h roug  
the S e r e n d i p i t y  t r a c k  near the  F r o s t  Pot ent rance.  

h  t h e  f o r e s t  t o  emerge on 

The 28/5/83 saw Stefan and Rolan Eberhard, N i ck  Hume and Anne Gray o f  Sydney a r r i v e  
a t  Los t  Pot laden w i t h  ample q u a n t i t i e s  o f  rope and t a c k l e .  From t h e  en t rance  we 
f o l l owed  a h i g h  r i f t  passage, down a s h o r t  hand l i ne  t o  a  spacious chamber. I g n o r i n g  
a l a r g e  passage t h a t  heads back towards t he  su r face ,  we c l imbed down an awkward s l o t  
i n t o  a  narrow r i f t .  Several  metres f u r t h e r  on t he  passage opens o u t  a t  t he  t o p  o f  
the f i r s t  p roper  p i t c h .  Eager t o  check o u t  the  nex t  p i t ,  I t i e d  t he  rope o f f  t o  a  
couple  o f  p i t o n s  sunk i n  a  h o r i z o n t a l  c rack  and abse i l ed  down. The o t h e r s  dec ided 
an a l t e r n a t i v e  anchor p o i n t  was p robab ly  a  good idea as one o f  t he  p i t o n s  cou ld  be 
p u l l e d  o u t  by hand. Whi le  S te fan  p l aced  a b o l t  I threw a few rocks down t he  nex t  
s h a f t  and dec ided i t  looked f a i r l y  amazing. Th i s  was indeed t he  case; a  superb 
70 m a b s e i l  down a l a r g e  smooth w a l l e d  s h a f t ,  a  p i t o n  r e - d i r e c t i o n  two t h i r d s  o f  the  
way down e l i m i n a t i n g  the  need f o r  rope p r o t e c t o r s .  

The cave was c e r t a i n l y  go ing  i n  s t y l e  and t he  nex t  p i t c h  was o n l y  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
away. 7 metres t o  a  chamber complete w i t h  a  deep c l e a r  pool  on one s i d e  and rock-  
f a l l  on the  o t h e r .  Wi th  a  few hundred metres o f  rope s t i l l  t o  be used we plunged 
i n t o  the jumble o f  f a l l e n  b l ocks  a t  va r i ous  p o i n t s .  I e v e n t u a l l y  emerged i n  a  
s teep r i f t  abundant w i t h  l a r g e  loose rocks ,  a  smal l  s t ream en te red  here,  presumably 
the same one p resen t  a t  the  base o f  the  f i n a l  p i t c h .  I c l imbed down th rough  more 
bou lders  showered by wa te r  f rom above u n t i l  i t  became f a i r l y  c o n s t r i c t e d .  I 
decided t o  see i f  the o t h e r s  had l oca ted  a more a t t r a c t i v e  c o n t i n u a t i o n .  Back a t  
the  pool  S te fan  repo r t ed  a l a r g e  chamber above the  r o c k f a l l  b u t  no leads.  S l i g h t l y  
d i s i l l u s i o n e d ,  Anne, S te fan  and I s t a r t e d  t o  survey back t o  the  su r f ace  w h i l e  N i c k  
headed o u t  w i t h  the su rp l us  rope. 

I n  summary a  
w i t h  the  poo 
r o c k f a l l .  A 
u n a t t r a c t i v e  
look  when (o  

depth o f  -175  m and l eng th  o f  363 m. The survey s t a r t e d  i n  t he  chamber 
1 ( c a i r n ) ,  a t  a  depth o f  -169 m w i t h  an es t ima ted  6 m e x t r a  depth i n  t he  
1 1  i n  a l l ,  no t  a  bad cave which should  have gone deeper. One r a t h e r  

lesd  remains i n  the  r o c k f a l  l a t  the  bot tom which would be w o r t h  ano ther  
r i f )  anyone pays Los t  Pot a  second v i s i t .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

N IAGARA POT ( ~ ~ 2 9 )  

Pa r t y :  N ick  Hume, S te fan  Eberhard, R ichard  H o r t l e ,  Mike Edwards, A Pom 

L i k e  so many t r i p s  be fo re ,  t h i s  one s t a r t e d  w i t h  the  p a r t y  concerned meet ing a t  
S t u a r t l s ,  a t  a  s u i t a b l e  t ime on t he  above da te .  

Next ,  a  q u i c k  rummage around i n  the  shed t o  equ ip  ou rse l ves  w i t h  the  necessary - a 
q u i c k  unpacking/packing o f  v e h i c l e s  and away. 

Ensconced i n  a  b l u e  Commodore s t a t i o n  wagon, w i t h  S te fan  a t  t he  wheel,  t h i s  no rma l l y  
t ed i ous  jou rney  was b r i gh tened  by the f o l l o w i n g :  

Stefan:  "Would you r o l l  me a c i g a r e t t e  Richard?"  

Richard:  (Who was squashed between Mike and N i ck  i n  t he  back) 
" I t ' s  ok !  Ste fan,  you r o l l  t he  c i g a r e t t e ,  I ' l l  s t e e r  f rom the  back w i t h  
my f o o t !  ! ! l 1  
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I f  the l a t t e r  i s  above your  head, ask S te fan  f o r  d e t a i l s .  

A b r i e f  snack s top  t o  o r d e r  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  k n i t t i n g  needles a t  t he  Maydena ea te r y .  
 he k n i t t i n g  needles were by way o f  a  ' t i p  o f f '  f rom J u l i a  James and t he  r e a l  
i n c e n t i v e  f o r  be ing  on the  'N iaga ra '  t r i p ) .  Then on t o  ANM main gate.  

N i ck  s l i p p e d  i n  a c t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  by t r y i n g  t o  p o l i t e l y  persuade t he  Gatekeeper t o  
loan us t he  Junee Quar ry  Road key. Even tua l l y  we gained t he  r e q u i r e d  access w i t h  t he  
Gatekeeper m u t t e r i n g  about the  b l u e  Commodore n o t  resembl ing a  green Toyota land 
c r u i s e r  as on the  p e r m i t .  

donned 
S te fan  

The tr 
chambe 
cascad 

Upon o u r  a r r i v a l ,  most o f  us made the  usual  o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  bush be fo re  gea r i ng  up 
and w a l k i n g  i n t o  t he  cave. A t  t he  en t rance  we p u t  on ou r  cav i ng  a t t i r e ,  t h r e e  o f  us 

'Enduro '  s t y l e  s u i t s ,  N i ck  a  wet s u i t  ( i f  my memory serves me c o r r e c t l y )  and 
some woo l l en  army pants ,  a  s u i t a b l y  v e n t i l a t e d  jumper and some knee pads. 

i p  went r e l a t i v e l y  smoothly w i t h  N i ck  and S te fan  r i g g i n g  through t o  t he  main 
r .  Best o f  a l l  was a w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h ,  you know t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i ng ,  wa te r  
i ng  i n t o  every  a v a i l a b l e  opening o f  o n e ' s  c l o t h i n g  and anatomy ( l u x u r y ! )  w i t h  

vehementprec is ion.  Th i s ,  h i g h l i g h t e d  by the  (head i n  bucket )  e f f e c t  o f  wa te r  pounding 
on one ' s  he lmet ,  an exper ience  t o  be savoured even longer  w h i l s t  p r u s i k i n g  o u t  o f  t he  
cave. 

On reaching the  main chamber, Stef.an was heard t o  say between s h i v e r s  "Th is  p l a c e  
i s n ' t  even wo r th  the  space i t  takes up". R ichard  d i d n ' t  seem t o  agree w i t h  t h i s ,  as 
on the way ou t ,  I had t he  d i s t i n c t  impress ion t h a t  he wanted t o  see more o f  t he  cave 
as he p rompt l y  dropped the rope I had j u s t  handed t o  h im down ano ther  ho le ,  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  was i n  a  rope pack a t  t h e  t ime !  A f t e r  r e t r i e v i n g  t he  pack and 
con ten ts  we headed on o u t  i n  t ime t o  a v o i d  be ing  locked  i n  f o r  t he  n i g h t .  

Another s t op  a t  the  e a t e r y  and back t o  S t u a r t ' s ,  d e c i d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  cave had a 
profound e f f e c t  on the  p a r t y ,  as when we had s e t t l e d  i n  the  lounge, S t u a r t  was f o r ced  
t o  ask "Won't someone say something!" 

The moral o f  t h i s  s t o r y  i s :  The re ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  good cave, and t h a t  was 
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  good cave. 

A POM 

P . S .  I s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  f i g u r e d  o u t  i f  S te fan  i n  h i s  "Wool ly 's"  was be ing  "hard", seek ing  
t o  broaden h i s  pseudo-masochist ic exper iences,  o r  q u i t e  s imp ly  d i d  n o t  own an 'Enduro '  
s u i t ?  

HOW CAVERS GET ROPE - from: Never e a t  a n y t h i n g  b i g g e r  than your  head and o t h e r  funny 
drawings. B K l i ban .  



SATAN'S LAIR 
JUNEE 

Extended Section 

ASF Grade 54 

Original Scale 1 : 500 

Surveyed 6 - 3 - 83 
S. Ebefhard 
N. H u m  
T Weiles 

Drawn S. E. 



JUNEE 

Scale 1 :  5 0 0  

Surveyed 6 - 3 
S. Eberhard 
N. Hume 
Z Wailes 

ASF Grade 5 4  

Plan 

- 
Drown S.€. 




