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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Wednesday 2 November General meet ing,  7 Rupert  Avenue, New Town. 

Thursday 3 November P o l i c e  S & R t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e  t o  Growl ing Swa l l e t .  

Saturday 5 & 6 " S e r e n d i p i t y  - fun t r i p  t o  survey a k i l o m e t r e  and push on i n t o  
Growl ing .  

Saturday 12 November Sesame I  & I I  - w i t h  the  new ladder  i t ' s  now p o s s i b l e .  

Wednesday 16 November Committee meet ing,  7 Rupert Avenue, New Town, BYO. 

Saturday 19 November Growl ing Swa l l e t  - a t r i p  f o r  everybody and anybody. 

Saturday 26  November Unplanned as y e t ,  bu t  a t r i p / s  w i l l  go w i t h  someone. 

Wednesday and Thursday n i g h t s  - s o c i a l  d r i n k s  a t  Winston C h u r c h i l l  o r  Duke o f  
We1 l i ng ton .  

EDITORIAL 

Now t h a t  the wors t  o f  ou r  w i n t e r  weather i s  behind us a b i t  more a c t i o n  shou ld  
happen. As you read through t h i s  t he  l a t e s t  S p i e l ,  you w i l l  see t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  
indeed p i c k i n g  up; many t r i p s  have been executed and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  repor ted:  
Those pub l i shed  here prove t h a t  we have many p r o f i c i e n t  persons s t i l l  do ing  i t ;  
t r i p s  t o  Dwarrowdelf and new d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  b o t h  Growl ing Swa l l e t  and S laugh te r -  
house p o t .  Survey ing i s  i n  p rogress  i n  many areas, and one group o f  s ta r -gazers  
t h a t  n o t i c e d  an upsurge i n  vege ta t i on .  

A new cover  i s  i n  p roduc t i on  b u t  whether t h i s  S p i e l  w i l l  be covered by i t  a t  t he  
t ime o f  w r i t i n g  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  u n c e r t a i n .  The Club Dinner  passed a lmost  as p lanned 
and i t  was good t o  see some o f  ou r  longer  s e r v i n g  members t he re  as w e l l  as a few 
guests ,  eg, Andrew Pavey and Andrew Sk inner .  

On a r a t h e r  sad no te  i t  i s  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h a t  t he  much be loved Junee Homestead i s  
i n  i l l  h e a l t h  a f t e r  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  o f  vandal ism. Should t h i s  o l d  

4 re fuge  be nursed back t o  h e a l t h  o r  cremated? I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  t he  n o t  t o o  

d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  access t o  t he  area w i l l  become s t r i c t e r  f o r  a l l  w i t h  t he  g a t i n g  o f  
the t r a c k  which should  add some p r o t e c t i o n .  A d e c i s i o n  has t o  be made and e f f o r t  
expended by people i n t e r e s t e d  enough t o  ca re .  V i s i t i n g  main land groups use t h e  
p r o p e r t y  annua l l y ,  and i f  i t  was l e f t  t o  r o t  the inconvenience would be p ro found  
bo th  t o  them and t o  us. Vo lun teers  wanted i f  o n l y  f o r  a dec i s i on ! !  
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CLUB NEWS AND OTHER TRIVIA 

- Many t h i n g s  have been happening over  the  l a s t  few months, even i f  t h e r e  h a v e n ' t  
been ve ry  many Speleo S p i e l s  ( I  h a v e n ' t  go t  t i m e ! ! ) .  The TCC i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s k i i n g  branch d i d  i t s  t h i n g  i n  two r a i d s  on NZ d u r i n g  t he  w i n t e r .  Both were 
most successfu l  w i t h  much s o c i a l i s i n g  and some s k i i n g  t a k i n g  p l a c e  on one r a i d ,  
the o t h e r  one s p e c i a l i s i n g  i n  r e n t a l  c a r  abandonment on an infamous p i ece  o f  
road near M t  Cook. 

- Dur ing  t h e m i d d l e o f  t h i s m o n t h a n A u s t r a l i a n e x p e d i t i o n w a s o r g a n i s e d  t o f u r t h e ' r  
e x p l o r e  Cocklebiddy, a  record  b reak ing  cave d i v e  on t h e  N u l l a r b o r .  A French team 
had exp lo red  t o  a  l i m i t  o f  5.86 km i n  f rom the  en t rance  b u t  t he  l o c a l  boys were 
keen t o  b e t t e r  t h i s .  Ste fan Eberhard was i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  as a  s l a v e  
d i v e r ,  f e r r y i n g  tanks through the  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  the  cave. He has re tu rned  
i n t a c t  a f t e r  what can o n l y  be descr ibed  as a  b r e a t h  t a k i n g  exper ience  and w i t h  
l uck  some s o r t  o f  r e p o r t  may be fo r thcoming  on the  t r i p .  

- We f i n a l l y  have some new ladders  which a re  now i n  s e r v i c e  and w i l l  no doubt be 
welcomed by the G S  b r i gade  t o  rep lace  those r u s t y  remnants i n  s i t u  i n  t h a t  ever  
expanding cave. H o p e f u l l y  more w i l l  be made f a i r l y  soon t o  b u i l d  up o u r  
somewhat dep le ted  s tocks .  C u r r e n t l y  an idea i s  about t o  go back t o  t he  rope 
ladders  o f  yes te r yea r  f o r  f i x e d  ladders  i n  G S ,  u s i ng  o f  course s y n t h e t i c  rope 
and p robab ly  a lumin ium rungs. These would have a  f a r  g r e a t e r  l i f e  i n  t he  wet 
environment o f  G S  when l e f t  i n  t h e r e  f o r  a  year  o r  two w h i l e  we work on 
m u l t i p l y i n g  i t s  l e n g t h  a  few more t imes ! !  

- Plans a re  we1 l under way f o r  another  push i n  the  Junee Resurgence by t he  
a d r e n a l i n  j u n k i e s .  Var ious b i t s  o f  gear a re  be ing  made and adapted i n  o r d e r  t o  
make the  t ask  a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r .  Fo l l ow ing  S t e f a n ' s  Cocklebiddy exper ience,  no 
doubt more ideas w i l l  be fo r thcoming  and w i t h  any l u c k  a  r e a l l y  major  d i scove ry  
may be made t h i s  summer. 

's4ELAMP SITUATION - AN ILLUMINATING ARTICLE 

i ,ur ing the l a s t  few months t he re  has been some d i s c o n t e n t  ove r  the  supp ly  and use o f  
be lamps a v a i l a b l e  f rom the  gear s t o r e .  H o p e f u l l y  t h i s  l i t t l e  e p i s t l e  w i l l  shed 

<ome l i g h t  on the  s ' r o a t i o n .  

Most o f  us r e f e r  t o  t he  lamps as " c l ub  lamps". Th i s  i s  i n c o r r e c t  - a1 l b u t  one a r e  
p r i v a t e l y  owned. TCC o n l y  owns ONE lamp. Soon a f t e r  e l e c t r i c  lamps became 
de r i g u e u r ,  i t  was found d e s i r a b l e  t o  keep a l l  t he  lamps a t  t he  Qua r te rmas te r ' s  
res idence t oge the r  w i t h  a  m u l t i - p o i n t  charger  b u i l t  by one o f  o u r  members. Hence 
the  lamps e f f e c t i v e l y  became communal p r o p e r t y  w i t h  cavers  u s i n g  any one t h a t  came 
t o  hand d u r i n g  e a r l y  Saturday morning gear s o r t i n g  sess ions p r i o r  t o  t r i p s .  As a  
ma t t e r  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  most t r i p s  used t o  leave a t  7.00 am i n  those days, and leave  they 
d i d ,  on t ime ! !  Var ious members owning lamps have dwind led away l e a v i n g  t h e i r  lamps 
w i t h  the  c l u b ,  t o  the  obv ious advantage o f  those t oo  t i g h t  t o  buy t h e i r  own. 

C u r r e n t l y ,  Oldham o r  MSA lamps c o s t  about  $100. Wi th  reasonable ca re  they w i l l  l a s t  
up t o  ten  (yes 10!) years .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e i r  u s e f u l  l i f e  i s  f i v e  o r  more years .  
Sure ly  about $20 pe r  year  i s  a  smal l p r i c e  t o  pay f o r  t he  convenience o f  hav ing  your  
own lamp and knowing i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  I n  f a c t ,  i t s  about t ime some bods i n  t h i s  
c l u b  go t  o f f  t h e i r  backs ides,  stopped w inge ing  about l a c k  o f  gear,  poor lamps and so 
on and d i d  something about i t  themselves. But t h a t  i s  ano ther  s u b j e c t .  

.- 

A l o t  o f  money i s  needed t o  buy t he  gear necessary f o r  modern cav ing,  and o v e r a l l  
the  p r i c e  o f  a  lamp amounts t o  the  same o r  l ess  than t h a t  o f  a  f u l l  s e t  o f  SRT gear.  
Why n o t  save o u r  Quar te rmas te r  a  l o t  o f  hass les  by sav i ng  a  b i t  o f  the  f o l d i n g  s t u f f  
each week f o r  a  w h i l e  and buy ing  your  own lamp. I t  i s  my o p i n i o n  t h a t  t he  c l u b  
should  n o t  be respons ib l e  f o r  buy ing  lamps wh ich  i n  genera l  a r e  used by t he  same bods 
every  week. The c l u b  funds should  be used t o  buy " c l ub  gear" such as ropes, ladders  
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and so on which a re  used by a l l  and sundry. I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  i m p r a c t i c a l  f o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  own enough t a c k l e  t o  do a l l  they w i s h  t o  do - s u r e l y  t h a t  i s  why we 
j o i n  c l ubs  i n  the  f i r s t  p l ace .  But lamps I c l a s s  as personal  gear, j u s t  l i k e  
helmets,  boots  and so on, and j u s t  as necessary, i f  n o t  more so. Obv ious ly  new 
members and p rospec t i ve  members cannot be expected t o  buy t h e i r  own lamps u n t i l  they 

" have a t  l e a s t  g i ven  t he  s p o r t  a t r y .  However, most o f  o u r  a c t i v e  members a t  t h i s  
t ime a re  f a r  from beginners  and shou ld  have a f u l l  complement o f  personal  gear.  So 
f e l l o w  cave bods, ge t  o u t  your  w a l l e t s  and go buy y o u r s e l f  a lamp. Another p o i n t  - 
the c l u b  does n o t  have b e l t s  f o r  l oan  - they a r e  a ve ry  cheap i t em  and i t  i s  
d e f i n i t e l y  your  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  supply  your  own; t h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  school  groups and 
so on as we1 l whether "c lub  l i g h t s "  a r e  used o r  no t .  

Borrowing lamps f o r  school t r i p s  and such l i k e  i s  another  t ho rny  t o p i c  upon which 
I s h a l l  b r i e f l y  d w e l l .  I n  my o p i n i o n ,  t he  f i r s t  i n  i s  t he  bes t  dressed i n  t h i s  case. 
I f  you have a t r i p  planned f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  da te  and t he  n i g h t  be fo re  wander around 
f o r  s i x  o r  e i g h t  lamps, t o  f i n d  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one t he re ,  t he re  i s  no one t o  blame 
bu t  y o u r s e l f .  The same t h i n g  appl i e s  t o  t a c k l e  - t he re  seems t o  be two " r i v a l "  
groups o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  TCC a t  the  moment, wh ich  i s  a l l  t o  t he  good i n  some ways 
bu t  the  r i v a l r y  seems t o  be g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  o u t  o f  hand. Th i s  has l e d  t o  some 
unnecessary hass les  w i t h i n  the  c l u b  over  t a c k l e .  We a l l  should be proud t o  be long 
t o  a c l u b  do ing  so much e x p l o r a t i o n  - i t ' s a  v e r i t a b l e  bonanza and t h e  b i g  f i n d s  
have o n l y  j u s t  begun. 

Enough i s  enough - I hope t h i s  l t t l e  a r t i c l e  does n o t  cause t oo  much argument, b u t  
i f  you c a n ' t  s leep  t o n i g h t  maybe you w i l l  see t he  l i g h t  . ........ 
L e t t e r s  t o  the E d i t o r  on t h i s  o r  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s  a re  most welcome. 

STUART NICHOLAS - QUARTERMASTER, EDITOR, ETC 

"KUBLA KHAN" 

T r e v ' s  sub two hour through t r i p  14 August, p a r t i c i p a n t s :  T revor  Wai les ,  
Mike Edwards, N i c k  Hume. 

A f l u i d  Saturday n i g h t  i n  the  Mole Creek Hote l  had anaes the t i zed  us t o  t he  e x t e n t  
t h a t  even Gavin d i d n ' t  d i s t u r b  us the  f o l l o w i n g  morning. Repeated moaning and a 
s low mot ion  b r e a k f a s t  gave us s u f f i c i e n t  enthusiasm t o  clamber up t he  h i l l  and r i g  
"Kub l a ' S "  bot tom en t  rance. 

We l e f t  the  ca rs  a t  11.00 am and us i ng  my 9 mm dynamic (pardon t h e  cramponed b i t s ! )  
l i t e r a l l y  f l e w  down t he  t h r e e  p i t c h e s  t o  "The Khan" i n  cons ide rab l y  l e s s  t ime  than 
on t he  p rev ious  day ' s  pho tograph ic  e p i c .  We s i d l e d  "The Khan" e n j o y i n g  numerous 
downcl imbs, through " S t a l a c t i t e  Shu f f l e " ,  bypass ing the  "Pleasure Dome" on up the  
streamway. Heading upstream we s tayed mos t l y  h i g h  and d r y ,  c l i m b i n g  through t he  t o p  
o f  t he  r i f t ,  descending on occas ions t o  coo l  o f f  i n  the  s w i r l p o o l s .  

Trev,  on t h i s  h i s  t h i r d  t r a v ,  had no t r o u b l e  l o c a t i n g  t he  e x i t  p o i n t  a t  t he  bot tom 
ent rance,  a q u i t e  superb spot  i n  i t s  own r i g h t .  He took  o f f  t o  p l a c a t e  Sue, who 
was w a i t i n g  a t  the ca rs ,  l e a v i n g  Mike and I t o  d e r i g .  We were o u t  by 12.45 pm, . end o f  a ve ry  p1 easant weekend. 

NICK HUME 
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TASSIE POT - 25/9/83 

P a r t y :  R ik  Tunney, Andrew Pavey, Mick F l i n t ,  Jan ine McKinnon 

R i k  and I had been p l ann ing  t o  f i n i s h  the  survey i n  Tass ie  Pot on t h i s  weekend bu t  we 
were beaten t o  i t  by the  i n d u s t r i o u s  lads o f  the c l u b  a f o r t n i g h t  be fo re .  

We go t  a  c a l l  f rom Andrew Pavey i n  Sydney, however, t o  say he was coming down f o r  a  
few days and would l i k e  a  v e r t i c a l  cav ing  t r i p ,  so we dec ided we may as w e l l  make i t  
Tass ie  Po t .  None o f  the p a r t y  had been down i t  be fo re ,  so i t  would make an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i p  f o r  us and a l s o  s c r a t c h  one o f f  ou r  l i s t  o f  "caves t o  do". 

We go t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  s t a r t  and I was descending t he  en t rance  p i t c h  around 10.00 am, 
Andrew fo l lowed,  then Mick,  w i t h  R i k  p r o t e c t i n g .  On reaching the  t op  o f  the  t h i r d  
p i t c h  I wasn ' t  t oo  sure i f  i t  was the s t a r t  o f  a  p i t c h  o r  j u s t  a  c l imb ,  so Andrew 
went down f o r  a  look  and I r i gged  t he  p i t c h  and threw the  rope t o  him when he dec ided 
ha l fway down t h a t  i t  was a p i t c h  r e a l l y .  

For the f i n a l  220 f o o t e r ,  I c a r r i e d  an e x t r a  15 m rope j u s t  i n  case t he  rope we had 
used wasn ' t  q u i t e  long enough, bu t  f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  w a s n ' t  needed. I h a n d l t  been 
remarkably impressed by the  cave up u n t i l  now, b u t  t h a t  f i n a l  p i t c h  made i t  wo r thwh i l e .  

Mick dec ided t o  head o u t  a t  the  top  o f  t h i s  p i t c h  as he h a d n ' t  had a l o t  o f  p r u s s i k i n g  
exper ience and he thought the r e s t  o f  the  cave was enough f o r  one day. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  two p r o t e c t o r s  should r e a l l y  be p u t  on the bot tom l i p  o f  t h i s  p i t c h  
i ns tead  o f  the  one i n  the gear l i s t ,  as we found a tendency f o r  i t  t o  bunch up and 
no t  p r o p e r l y  p r o t e c t  the  p o i n t .  (Ed 's  no te :  I t  r e a l l y  needs a b o l t  on t he  l i p  t o  
t i e  o f f  the rope and hence remove the need f o r  p r o t e c t o r s )  . 
The o n l y  hass le  on the way ou t  was t h a t  nas t y  t h i r d  p i t c h ;  I ' m  sure i t  must be 
infamous by now. 

We passed through the gate r i g h t  on t he  d o t  o f  5.00 pm, and we t r i e d  t o  conv ince 
Noel t h i s  was due t o  our  e x c e l l e n t  p l ann ing  and o r g a n i s a t i o n .  Somehow, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he q u i t e  b e l i e v e d  us. 

JAN l NE McKl NNON 

DWARROWDELF ( ~ ~ 1 4 )  - 8/10/83 

Pa r t y :  R i  k  Tunney, Jan i  ne McKinnon 

We expected t h i s  t r i p  t o  n e c e s s i t a t e  an o v e r n i g h t  s t ay ,  b u t  dec ided on an e a r l y  s t a r t  
anyway, (p robab ly  so we w o u l d n ' t  have t ime  t o  t h i n k  t w i c e  about i t ! ) ,  so we were 
through the gate a t  8.00 am. We took ou r  t ime g e t t i n g  t rogged up, p u t t i n g  o f f  t he  
i n e v i t a b l e  moment when we'd  have t o  shoulder  o u r  packs c o n t a i n i n g  3 f u l l  rope packs 
and 3 c o i  l e d  ropes. 

A f t e r  a  20 m inu te  s tagger  through t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  ent rance,  and 
w h i l s t  R i k  r i g g e d  the p i t c h  ( ve r y  a r t i s t i c a l l y  making i t  a f r e e  hang, b u t  r e q u i r i n g  
a  Tarzan swing t o  g e t  go ing)  I pu t  on a1 l my hardware. 

I t  was a b i t  awkward descending w i t h  85 m o f  rope i n  a  pack on my back and 40 m 
c o i l e d  over  one shou lder ,  b u t  I consoled myse l f  w i t h  the  amusing thought  o f  R i k  
p r o t e c t i n g  behind me w i t h  2 rope packs and a c o i l e d  rope. 

The second p i t c h  had a n i c e  be lay  p o i n t  r i g h t  above t h e  drop, and on reach ing  the  
bot tom I dropped my rope and pack and went charg ing  o f f  down t he  obv ious r o u t e  lookin!$ 
f o r  t he  nex t  p i t c h .  Several  s t renuous minutes l a t e r ,  a f t e r  g r u n t i n g  up and down a 
few f a l s e  leads, I  came back t o  r e p o r t  I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  the  way on (and d i d  we have 



SPELEO SPIEL NO 191 
SEPTEMBER 1983 Page 5 

the r i g h t  cave?) o n l y  t o  f i n d  R i k  p repa r i ng  t o  r i g  the  nex t  p i t c h !  I t  was 
c a r e f u l l y  h idden by a l l  t h a t  rock  around t he  p l ace  and t he  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was a  
p r e t t y  smal l  m i se rab le  s t a r t  t o  a  180 f t  p i t c h .  There were 3 b o l t s  i n  v a r i o u s  
spots  (why 3?) around the  p lace ,  b u t  hav ing  no hangers we had t o  f i n d  something 

m 
e l s e .  Th i s  presented i t s e l f  n o t  as t he  obv ious bou lder  i n  t h e  m idd le  o f  t he  
chamber 15 f t  away. NO. R i k  ( I  c a n ' t  take  any c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s )  l i k e d  a  smal l 
keyhole  o f  rock  a t  the  top  o f  the  p i t c h .  I wasn ' t  a l t o g e t h e r  c o n f i d e n t  about  t h i s  
b u t  R i k  reassured me, p romis ing  t o  t e l l  me i f  i t  gave way as I went down ( ? ) .  
Much reassured I headed down, c u r s i n g  (aga in )  a1 l the  gear r e q u i r e d  f o r  these 
v e r t i c a l  caves. 

R i k  fo l l owed,  p r o t e c t i n g ,  and we s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  a  b i t  anxious when we saw how 
many p r o t e c t o r s  were l e f t  a t  t h e  bot tom f o r  t h i s  f o u r t h  p i t c h  - 1. 

We used a  rope pack and t he  l a s t  p r o t e c t o r  a t  the  top  o f  the  l a s t  p i t c h  and I 
b rea thed  a s i g h  o f  r e l i e f  when I saw i t  was a  f r e e  hanger a l l  the  way. 

We spent h a l f  an hour o r  so hav ing  lunch  and l o o k i n g  around b e f o r e  I s t a r t e d  up. 
P u l l i n g  a l l  the  gear o u t  o f  t he  cave behind us was a  b i t  t i r i n g ,  b u t  nowhere 
near as d i f f i c u l t  as I ' d  been expec t ing ,  and we found ourse lves  s tand ing  a t  t he  
ent rance a l l  packed t o  go by 3.45 pm. A c t u a l l y ,  go ing  was ano ther  m a t t e r !  My 
pack was t oo  heavy f o r  me t o  p i c k  up so R i k  had t o  l i f t  i t  o n t o  my shou lders .  
H i s  was no b e t t e r  bu t  a t  l e a s t  t he  t r i p  o u t  was downh i l l  and r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t .  
( A t  l e a s t  I kep t  t e l l i n g  myse l f  t h i s  as I wen t ) .  As e x t r a  c o n s o l a t i o n  we made 
i t  o u t  by f i v e  and had a  r e f r e s h i n g  s topover  a t  the  pub on t he  way home. 

JANINE McKlNNON 

"VICTORY '75"  - L l FE IN A DAY 

31 J u l y ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s ;  N ick  Hume, P h i l  H i l l ,  Mike Edwards and A lec  Marr .  

E a r l y  morning i n  Maydena and a  c a r  f u l  l o f  Eberhards screeched t o  a  ha1 t o u t s i d e  
Roy's shop. They were a c t u a l l y  on t he  way t o  ''Welcome Stranger"! ! !  ....... a  
t r a g i c  s i g h t !  Anyway, A lec  and I went t o  t he  homestead t o  c o l l e c t  P h i l  and Mike 
and drag them up the  Junee Quar ry  Road t o  f i n d  " V i c t o r y  '75", no smal l task  i n  
i t s e l f .  

The t r a c k  was bad ly  overgrown and a f t e r  a  moment's r e f l e c t i o n  ove r  t h e  "Chairman" 
we l e f t  i t  and f o l l owed  the  f a l l  l i n e  f o r  f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes u n t i l  i n t e r s e c t i n g  
an o l d  f o r e s t r y  t r a c k .  We assumed t h i s  r e j o i n e d  t he  "Chairman" t r a c k  way o f f  t o  
the  r i g h t ,  so tu rned  l e f t  t o  search f o r  ou r  cave. We kep t  on t h i s  t r a c k  f o r  
h a l f  an hour  o r  so w i t h o u t  s i g n  o f  cave, which d i d  n o t  seem r i g h t ,  and a f t e r  
d e v i a t i n g  f rom the  t r a c k  t o  l o c a t e  a  stream we c o u l d  hear,  decided t o  head back 
towards the "Cha i rman". 

Phi l n o t i c e d  a  red marked t r e e  o f f  t he  f o r e s t r y  t r a c k  and we f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  
markings, w i t h  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t o  JF 112, " V i c t o r y  ' 7 5 "  a t  l a s t .  I s a t  around 
watch ing the o t h e r s  ge t  i n t o  t h e i r  SRT gear and when t h a t  was over ,  I s a t  around 
e a t i n g  w h i l e  the  o t h e r s  were g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  SRT gear,  f i n a l l y  a f t e r  l i g h t i n g  - one up, I s a t  around smoking w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  were g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  SRT gear.  
Mike and I e v e n t u a l l y  r i gged  a  h a n d l i n e  i n t o  t he  s teep r i f t  o f  t he  en t rance  by 
which t ime  the  o t h e r s  were almost ready. 

J 

We were s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  a  s h o r t  SRT p i t c h ,  j u s t  beyond t h i s  hand1 ine,  c o n t r a r y  
t o  adv ice,  and cons ide r i ng  the  t ime  and t he  s i n g l e  60 metre rope we were c a r r y i n g ,  
became d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  the  idea o f  bo t toming  t he  cave. The looseness o f  t h e  
f l o o r  gave r i s e  t o  an i n e v i t a b l e  c l o s e  encounter ,  namely a  rock  and P h i l ' s  ank le .  
He con t inued  t o  r i g  the  s h o r t  p i t c h ,  w i t h o u t  comp la in t ,  and we a l l  ended up i n  an 
unimposing chamber w i t h  more scungy f l o o r i n g .  A  r e t i e  t o  a  p i t o n  enabled P h i l  and 
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myse l f  t o  a b s e i l / h a n d l i n e  t o  a  s h o r t ,  narrow p i t c h  which we descended t o  t he  t o p  o f  
the 53 metre s h a f t  and the  end o f  ou r  rope. Th i s  p i t c h  cou ld  be r i gged  f r e e ,  f rom a  
b o l t  and s h o r t  header, and looks q u i t e  impress ive.  

A r a p i d  w i thd rawa l  t o  t he  su r f ace  s t i l l  d i d  no t  g i v e  us t oo  much t ime  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  
"Chai rman" t r a c k  before darkness. We r e l o c a t e d  the  f o r e s t r y  t r a c k  and on t he  
assumption t h a t  i t  must r e j o i n  the  r i g h t  t r a c k ,  f o l l owed  i t  t o  a  bad l y  choked s e c t i o n  
where a  couple  o f  f r esh  b lazes  i n d i c a t e d  u p h i l l .  I t  was t h e  c o r r e c t  d i r e c t i o n  and up 
we went c o n f i d e n t l y  expec t i ng  t o  i n t e r s e c t  the  t r a c k ,  d e s p i t e  t h e r e  be ing  no f u r t h e r  
b lazes .  A f t e r  cons ide rab le  c l i m b i n g ,  w i t h o u t  success, i n  t he  g a t h e r i n g  darkness, we 
f u r t h e r  dec ided t o  head back down t o  the  f o r e s t r y  t r a c k  and a t tempt  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  
"Chairman" from our  o r i g i n a l  e n t r y  p o i n t .  Darkness thwar ted  t h i s  a t tempt ,  i n  f a c t  
we cou ld  have crossed these t r a c k s  w i t h o u t  be ing  aware o f  i t .  A c o u n c i l  o f  war was 
h e l d  i n  which we decided t o  s imp ly  head west i n  t he  s u r e t y  o f  runn ing  i n t o  t he  
t r a c k ,  o r  a t  ve ry  w o r s t ,  t he  Junee Quar ry  Road i t s e l f .  L i t t l e  d i d  we know o f  t he  
ensuing e p i c !  

M a i n t a i n i n g  a  w e s t e r l y  bea r i ng  was r e l a t i v e l y  s imp le  w i t h o u t  compass, s imp l y  heading 
i n t o  the  t w i l i g h t  was j u s t  f i n e .  A f t e r  t w i l i g h t  we f o l l owed  t he  o c c a s i o n a l l y  g l impsed 
Venus ( t h e  p l a n e t  o f ! )  w i t h  u p h i l l  t o  o u r  r i g h t  as c o n f i r m a t i o n .  E v e n t u a l l y  Venus 
se t  t oo  ( ! ) ,  a t  which p o i n t  a  c e r t a i n  person began t o  lament o u r  s i t u a t i o n ,  though 
g e n e r a l l y  s p i r i t s  were s u r p r i s i n g l y  h i gh ,  i n  f a c t  I was thorough ly  e n j o y i n g  myse l f .  
P h i l ,  Mike and I ,  took  t u rns  t o  walk  ahead w i t h  a  s i n g l e  headlamp go ing  t o  conserve 
ou r  b a t t e r y  power. Th i s  was p a i n f u l l y  s low and e v e n t u a l l y  most o f  us ended up us i ng  
headlamps on low beam, except  A lec  who e l e c t e d  t o  do w i t h o u t ,  w i t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  
consequences w h i l e  n e g o t i a t i n g  the  h o r i z o n t o l ,  t e n  f o o t  o f f  the  ground. 

We s taggered on gu ided by Scorp io  a t  t h i s  stage, c ross i ng  a  s t ream t h a t  looked 
s u s p i c i o u s l y  l i k e  thet1Niagara/Cauldron Pot"  area. I t  was P h i l  who f i r s t  n o t i c e d  an 
overgrown b l aze  on the  t r e e  he was l ean ing  aga ins t !  These b lazes  l e d  u p h i l l  a  s h o r t  
d i s t ance ,  bu t  were obv ious l y  go ing  t he  wrong way. We headed t h e  o p p o s i t e  way i n  t he  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  sp l ash ing  wate r  which sounded l i k e  and i n  f a c t  was "Cauldron Pot". I t  
was then we heard f a i n t  y e l l s  ( t h i s  was Max J e f f r i e s  c a l l i n g  t o  us f rom some two 
k i l o m e t r e s  away a t  the  s i t e  o f  o u r  c a r s ! ) ,  and p rompt l y  y e l l e d  i n  r e p l y .  We q u i c k l y  
l oca ted  "Khazad-Dum" t r a c k  and came upon t he  road, some two t o  t h ree  hundred metres 
above the  cars ,  ou r  headlamps j u s t  beg inn ing  t o  fade. 

A rescue p a r t y  ( 1 )  and what a  p a r t y  i t  was. A beaming Ch r i s  Davies handed me a  
b o t t l e  o f  whisky w h i i e  R i k  Tunney had t h e  g l a d  news o f  my f l a t  t y r e  and f l a t  b a t t e r y .  
Trev a c t u a l l y  ready t o  go cav ing,  f l i t t e d  and c lucked  l i k e  a  mother hen, Max 
smi led  and borrowed a  c i g a r e t t e ,  S te fan  mut te red  something about an FJ and Janine 
looked d isappo in ted ,  who e l s e  was there?  On b e h a l f  o f  the  overdue p a r t y  I would l i k e  
t o  express s i n c e r e s t  thanks t o  - Yoel t he  gatekeeper,  f o r  sounding t he  alarm; 
Russe l l  Coker f o r  w a i t i n g  up h a l f  t he  n i g h t  t o  ensure ou r  s a f e t y ;  Max J e f f r i e s  f o r  
coming o u t  once again ;  and o f  course Trev,  Ch r i s ,  S te fan ,  R i k  and Janine.  We humbly 
apo log i se  f o r  d i s t u r b i n g  your  r e s p e c t i v e  Sunday evenings.  

NICK HUME 

P.S .  Lessons l e a r n t  f rom t h i s  ep isode i n c l u d e  - 
- d o n ' t  accept  ve rba l  adv i ce  on t h i n g s  as impor tan t  as p i t c h  d e t a i l s ;  ge t  a  survey/  

d e s c r i p t i o n  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .  

- take t r a c k  mark ing tape p l u s  map and compass on t r i p s  t o  obscure caves, leave  
p l e n t y  o f  t ime t o  l o c a t e  same, o r  l i m i t  o b j e c t i v e s .  

- d e c l a r e  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  t he  gatekeeper and leave a  con tac t  number i n  case o f  becoming 
overdue. 
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For a l l  those who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how ou r  i n e f f i c i e n t  rescue c a l l  o u t  works, he re  
i s  a minute by m inu te  account o f  what t r a n s p i r e d  on t h e  evening o f  31 J u l y  1983. 
Our o f f i c i a l  S R  c o o r d i n a t o r  was o u t  o f t o w n s o  t he  i n i t i a t i v e  was l e f t  t o  t he  c l u b  as 
a whole.  
exe r c  i se 

There a re  f a u l t s  i n  t h i s  system, b u t  as i t  tu rned  o u t  t o  be o n l y  an 
i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  the  rescue p o i n t ,  many p o s s i b l e  e r r o r s  d i d  n o t  a r i s e .  

Ste fan Eberhard c a l l s  t o  say N i c k ' s  f a t h e r  rang h im as the  p a r t y  was 
overdue - he had been in formed by Noel t he  gatekeeper a t  Maydena. 

The ga te  a t  Maydena was con tac ted  t o  o b t a i n  more i n f o r m a t i o n .  

I F  a rescue was imminent, rescuers  would be needed. S t e f ,  C h r i s  Davies, 
Jan ine McKinnon and R i k  Tunney were con tac ted  and in formed o f  t he  
s i t u a t i o n .  A l l  prepared themselves t o  make a move by 10.00 pm i f  the  
p a r t y  was s t i l l  m iss ing .  

Wives, g i r l f r i e n d s  and pa ren t s  o f  t he  m i ss i ng  p a r t y  were con tac ted  and p u t  
i n  the  p i c t u r e  w i t h  the  p robab le  cause o f  absence p u t  down t o  be ing  l o s t  
i n  t he  bush!? 

Ch r i s  Davies a r r i v e d  and we were o f  t he  same mind t h a t  t he  t h i c k  r a i n  
f o r e s t  and poor  t r a c k s  i n  t he  area were t he  p robab le  cause o f  t h e  de lay .  

Noel c a l  l e d  f rom the  Maydena ga te  a s  pre-arranged. They were s t  i l l 
m iss i ng  and Max J e f f r i e s  had gone t o  check the  campsi te  ( t h e  ~omestead)  
t o  make sure t h a t  they were indeed miss ing .  

The rescue p a r t y  was in formed t o  check w i t h  me be fo re  10.00 pm and, i f  
a l l  was n o t  w e l l ,  we would proceed t o  Maydena. 

Ch r i s  l e f t  t o  ge t  h i s  gear t oge the r  a t  home. S te fan  and I would p i c k  h im 
up on t h e  way o u t  o f  town. 

The P o l i c e  S & R squad were con tac ted  b u t  would r e t u r n  my c a l l  i n  due 
course . 
Tony Power o f  P o l i c e  S & R r e t u rned  my c a l l  and was p u t  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e .  
Everyone concerned was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wo r r i ed ,  b u t  a move should  be 
made b y  someone. 

Max J e f f r i e s  c a l l e d  t o  say t h a t  the  v e h i c l e s  a re  s t i l l  i n  s i t u  and t h a t  
t h e r e  was no s i g n  o f  the  m i ss i ng  p a r t y .  

S te fan  l e f t  home t o  meet here.  Jan ine & R i k  w i l l  leave Hobart  a t  
10.00 pm. 

S t e f  A r r i v e d  and we l e f t  f o r  S t u a r t ' s  t o  p i c k  up lamps, rope, e t c .  

We p i cked  Ch r i s  up and r e l i e v e d  h im o f  8 g a l l o n s  o f  p e t r o l .  Ca l l ed  my 
w i f e  Sue t o  make su re  t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  m iss ing ,  and s e t  o f f  f o r  Maydena 
a t  about 10.30 pm. 

Both R i k  and myse l f  had ar ranged t o  c a l l  Sue a couple  o f  t imes on the  
way t o  Maydena, who would be con tac ted  by the  gatekeeper shou ld  any th  
happen, so t h a t  we c o u l d  a b o r t  t he  whole a f f a i r  i f  necessary.  

R i k  & Jan ine a r r i v e d  a t  Maydena. 

We a r r i v e d ,  and a f t e r  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  Max J e f f r i e s  a t  t he  s t a r t i n g  po 
on t h e  t r a c k ,  we geared up f o r  what cou ld  be a ve ry  l ong  n i g h t  bush 

11.30 pm 
Ap p r o x  

bashing and, i f  i t came t o  the wors t ,  cav ing.  
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Max had thought he had heard an answering c a l l  t o  h i s  coo-ees some t ime ago, b u t  
cou ld  no t  be sure .  

Jus t  be fo re  m idn igh t  as we were ready t o  se t  o f f ,  l i g h t s  were seen on t he  road up 
ahead and the  m iss i ng  p a r t y  was found. My w i f e  was con tac ted  t o  r i n g  t he  r e s p e c t i v e  
nex t  o f  k i n  and t he  P o l i c e  were informed as t o  the  outcome o f  o u r  evening. 

TREVOR WA l LES 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE POT - SUNDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 1981 

Th i s  i s  a  cave very  a p t l y  named which was p u t  on o u r  f u t u r e  t r i p s  l i s t  and a c t u a l l y  
eventuated o n l y  one day l a t e .  However, i t s  n o t o r i e t y  was acknowledged by a l l  so 
no-one vo lun teered ;  Stefan Eberard and Trevor  Wai les were t he  o n l y  ones i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
f i n i s h i n g  the  survey and hav ing  a  poke around i n  the  t e rm ina l  rock  p i l e .  Enthusiasm 
and conf idence i n  f i n d i n g  any th i ng  new w a s n ' t  ve r y  h i gh .  

The en t rance  s e r i e s  was as t o r t u r o u s  as ever ,  and heavy t a c k l e  bags were a  nu isance i n  
the  somewhat con f i ned  c raw ls  and squeezes. My ca rb i de  lamp was hav ing  an o f f  day, 
bu t  w i t h  p e r s i s t e n c e  a r r i v e d  a t  t he  compara t i ve ly  roomy chamber above t h e  p i t c h  
(Southgate 28 m). Using 9 mm rope on t h i s  p i t c h  was p o t e n t i a l l y  s u i c i d a l ,  b u t  S t e f  
r e d i r e c t e d  t he  rope h a l f  way down t o  avo id  p r o t e c t i n g  about a  t h i r d  o f  the  rope. I 
f o l l owed  p r o t e c t i n g  the  obv ious w i t h  f i n g e r s  crossed t h i n k i n g  S t e f  w i l l  be go ing  up 
f i r s t .  We d i d n ' t  f i n d  t he  f o l l o w i n g  9 m p i t c h  as we c l imbed down through rock  p i l e  t o  
the top  o f  the  l a s t  18 m p i t c h .  Th i s  p i t c h  can be rehung a t  a  ledge h a l f  way down t o '  
a v o i d  t he  use o f  p r o t e c t o r s .  

The two areas which l cons idered t o  have p o t e n t i a l  were looked a t ;  the  f i r s t  a  sma l l  
stream s i n k  which would have t o  be dug was d ismissed as we c o u l d  see t h e  s t ream runn ing  
below bou lders  a  few metres i n t o  the  rock  p i l e  which looked t he  more p rom is i ng  d i g  b u t  
s t i l l  n o t  ve ry  i n s p i r i n g .  The second a rea  was a t  t he  deepest p o i n t  o f  t he  cave; S t e f  
f o r ced  a  narrow s l o t  between b locks  as my c a r b i d e  exp i r ed .  I cou ld  hear  h im g r o v e l l i n g  
f u r t h e r  on as I tu rned  on my t o r ch ,  which a l s o  e x p i r e d  due t o  b u l b  f a i l u r e .  S t e f  
r e t u rned  and repo r t ed  a  low c raw l  w i t h  a l l  leads choked. We made o u r  way back t o  t he  
stream s i n k  and removed t he  loose b l ocks  t o  enable  us t o  squeeze down a  s l o t  l i t t l e  
w ider  than 250 mm by 400 mm. Not ve r y  a p p e t i s i n g ,  b u t  f o r c i n g  myse l f  i n t o  i t  I s l i d  
through w i t h  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e .  F u r t h e r  down, a f t e r  a  s h o r t  c l imb ,  ano ther  l a r g e  b l o c k  
impeded p rogress .  Ph i s  I f a i l e d  t o  move on my own so S t e f  s t r i p p e d  o f f  h i s  s i t  harness 
and j o i n e d  me. Between us the  o f f e n d i n g  rock  was removed. S t e f  had go t  the  smel l  o f  
e x p l o r a t i o n  and se t  o f f  down a  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  rock  p i l e .  No s o l i d  w a l l s  cou ld  be 
seen and the  b l ocks  appeared t o  be g e t t i n g  l a r g e r  w i t h  depth and t he  s t ream appeared 
and disappeared through t h e  t a l u s .  

Brand new unused rock  p i l e s  o f  t h i s  magnitude a r e n ' t  my f a v o u r i t e  res idence,  and I 
h a s t i l y  cons t ruc ted  c a i r n s  between S t e f a n ' s  r a t h e r  s t r u n g  o u t  markers t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  
r e t u r n .  As I caught S te fan  up a  rumb l ing  sound coming neare r  was i n t e r p r e t e d  as one 
o f  my c a i r n s  c o l l a p s i n g ,  however, t he  d e b r i s  went i n  ano ther  d i r e c t i o n  t o  us and we 
con t inued  down many more c l imbs  u n t i l  S t e f ' s  v o i c e  boomed w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  l a r g e  
aven below him. We were soon s tood  a t  the  t o p  o f  an 18-20 metre  p i t c h  l o o k i n g  down 
a t  what we were sure  was Growl ing S w a l l e t  connec t ing  crawl  s e r i e s .  A s h o r t  passage 
l e d  t o  ano ther  p i t c h  o f  t he  same depth. We were i n  s o l i d  rock  l o o k i n g  down i n t o  t he  
10 metre  ladder  p i t c h  aven l ead ing  t o  t he  Trapdoor s t ream which we c o u l d  hear booming 
i n  t he  d i s t ance .  To be f a i r ,  i t  was a  ve ry  e l a t e d  moment - what we knew was p o s s i b l e  
had been proved. D isappo in ted  t h a t  we had no rope w i t h  us t o  e x i t  o u t  o f  Growl ing 
Swa l l e t ,  we made o u r  way back up 40 metres o f  rock  p i l e  and surveyed f rom the  rock  
p i l e  e n t r y  s l o t  t o  t he  base o f  the  l a s t  18 metre  p i t c h  i n  f i v e  legs .  I t  was ove r ,  and 
we e x i t e d  t o  the  base o f  Southgate where S t e f  suggested t h a t  as I had p r o t e c t e d  I 
shou ld  go f i r s t ! !  Very g e n t l y  I p r u s i k e d  up and found t o  my amazement t h a t  t he  rope 
was n o t  c u t  through o r  even cha f f ed .  We der igged  t he  p i t c h  and made o u r  way o u t  
c u r s i n g  t he  b u l g i n g  rope packs and t he  wet concre te  squeeze. I t  had been a  ve r y  wor th -  
w h i l e  6 hour t r i p .  



The f i na l conc l us i o n  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  Tasmania i n  systems 
t h a t  have been known f o r  years .  A connec t ion  w i t h  Growl ing S w a l l e t  had been 
p r e d i c t e d  ( S p i e l s  178 and 189),  b u t  the rock  p i l e  d i d  a t  f i r s t  v iew look  unpromis ing.  

" 
I t  seems t h a t  i f  the  e f f o r t  i s  p u t  i n  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  good l u c k  w i l l  f o l l o w .  

Slaughterhouse Pot i s  now one o f  the  ten  deepest caves i n  A u s t r a l i a  a t  about 230 
metres.  The d iscovery  makes the Growl ing S w a l l e t  system one q u a r t e r  o f  a  k i l o m e t r e  
longer ,  and extends the  t o t a l  l e n g t h  t o  ove r  7 k i l ome t res .  A l though Slaughterhouse 
Pot would be use less f o r  rescue ope ra t i ons  o f  i n j u r e d  p a r t i e s ,  i t  cou ld  be u s e f u l  t o  
avo id  a f looded sump s e c t i o n  i n  t he  main Growl ing  streamway. The Growl ing Swa l l e t  
v a s t e r  system now has t h ree  ent rances and i s  p r o v i n g  t he  p o t e n t i a l  o f  many more. 

TREVOR WAILES 

ZULU POT (JF 215) - SATURDAY 30 JULY 1983 

P a r t y :  P h i l l i p  Jackson. M a r t i n  Carnes ( S C S ) ,  A Pom (TCC)  

Looking f o r  a  v e r t i c a l  t r i p ,  t he re  was n o t h i n g  f o r  i t  bu t  t o  j o i n  S C S  f o r  a  day as 
Trevor  was t a k i n g  a C Y S S  t r i p  w h i l e  N i ck  Hume and the  Eberhards were do ing  Welcome 
St ranger  (JF 229) .  

Zu lu  Pot was f i r s t  d i scovered  by S C S  i n  1967, a l though  n o t  p r o p e r l y  bottomed u n t i l  
J u l y  1972, when fragments o f  bone were c o l l e c t e d  and l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  as be long ing  
t o  Thy lac inus  Cyncephalus ( ~ a r r i s  1808). The f u l l  s ke le ton  was subsequent ly  
recovered on a l a t e r  t r i p  (sou thern  Cavers Vol 6 No 4 ) .  

A f t e r  meet ing a t  the  Maydena shop, P h i l l ,  M a r t i n  and myse l f  s e t  o f f  t o  add y e t  
another  cross t o  o u r  books o f  "Where n o t  t o  go i n  the  F l o r e n t  ine"!  

Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  the  ent rance,  t he  f i r s t  p i t c h  (40 m) was r i gged  f rom a conven ien t  
t r e e  which had f a1  l e n  across i t ,  a1 low ing  us t o  e n t e r  the  cave. On reach ing  t he  
bot tom o f  t h i s  p i t c h  we looked f o r  a  s u i t a b l e  t i e  o f f .  Th i s  tu rned  o u t  t o  be t he  
t a i l  o f  the  40 m rope, the main p a r t  o f  the  cave c o n s i s t i n g  o f  mud. A q u i c k  10 m 
p i t c h  and we cou ld  see the  cause o f  ou r  v i s i t ;  a  p r e v i o u s l y  uncl imbed l ead  s t a r t i n g  
approximate l y  6 m above the  f l o o r .  The reason t h  i S had rema i ned unc l imbed was 
immediately obv ious as i t  i s  v e r t i c a l  mud o f f e r i n g  no apparent  p r o t e c t i o n  and 
p robab ly  would no t  go anyway. A maypole would be t he  obv ious  answer. 

Leav ing P h i l l ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  chocks, Hexs and f r i e n d s  i n  h i s  pack, we dec ided t o  
make t he  most o f  t h i n g s  as they were. P h i l l  bo t toming  t h e  p o t  a t  a  f u r t h e r  10 m o f  
mud w h i l e  I  pushed a squeeze under some f lows tone  t o  e n t e r  a  smal l  chamber o f f e r i n g  
a  few deco ra t i ons  and s i x  smal l  s ke le tons  s c a t t e r e d  around the  f l o o r ,  M a r t i n  
f o l l o w i n g  the  most obv ious p u r s u i t  o f  r e l a x a t i o n .  

F e e l i n g  we had seen more than enough o f  Zu lu  Pot,  we headed o u t  and home, f o l l o w i n g  
T r e v o r ' s  example by s t opp ing  i n  a t  the  Na t i ona l  Park  Pub en r o u t e .  

* M l  KE EDWARDS 
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WELCOME STRANGER! 

Daaak, Daaak - What? Caaveman! 
A t ime less  wor ld ,  a b l a c k  so b l a c k  i t  
sends you t r i p p i n g .  Crawl ing,  l eap ing  
laugh ing  through an amazing success ion 
o f  passages, streamways, p i t c h e s  and 
caverns w ind ing  and f a l l i n g  beneath 
the e a r t h  i n  a maze o f  l imes tone .  
A unique f e e l i n g  o f  awe - m i l l i o n s  o f  years  
o f  steady d r i p p i n g  wate r ,  o f  f l o o d s  and 
drought  produces a un ique landscape 
o f  r i p p l e d  f l o o r s ,  s t a l agm i tes  and s t a l a c t i t e s  
j o i n e d  o r  hanging, swaying w i t h  the min imal  
f o r ce  o f  the g e n t l e s t  b r e a t h  - But d o n ' t  b low t o o  hard !  
Forms and atmosphere e x e r t i n g  a un ique power 
which those who would an exper ience w i t h  
a power fu l  beam o f  l i g h t  and an a c t i v e  s p i r i t .  
But  where a r e  we? D id  we come t h i s  way 
be fo re?  - Day1 i g h t !  
I t h i n k  we should  go down another  one - 
Wel l  l e t ' s  have a smoke f i r s t  and see how 
we f e e l !  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

LUCY B I N 1  

JET SET C A V E R S  - READ THIS! 

The 9 t h  l n t e r n a t  
21st  J u l y  1985. 
23 km "south o f  
c i r c u l a r  t o  be d 
pezos now! 

i o n a l  Congress o f  Speleology i s  t o  be h e l d  i n  Spain f rom the  15 th  t o  
Jaca, the  venue f o r  the  Congress i s  a town i n  t he  Aragonees Pyr inees 

the  border"  w i t h  France and about 100 km f rom t h e  A t l a n t i c  coas t .  A 
i s t r i b u t e d  a t  some s tage  w i l l  d e t a i l  more i n f o .  So s t a r t  sav ing  your  
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