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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Saturday-Monday M t  Anne, see PH 
19- 2 1 November 

Saturday-Sunday Esperance D i v i n g  
26-27 November 

Sa turday-Sunday E x i t  Cave, anyone and everyone, see PH. 
3-4 December 

Saturday 10 December Growl ing Swa l l e t ,  anyone and everyone, see PH. 

Saturday 17 December Se rend ip i t y ,  Trev & Phi1 & ? 

Weds 21 December Committee Meet ing, 7 Rupert  Avenue, BYO. 

Saturday-Sunday Merry Christmas - I won ' t  be here.  
24-25 December 

EDITORIAL 

A c t i v i t i e s  a re  c e r t a i n l y  p i c k i n g  up w i t h  a l o t  o f  su r f ace  e x p l o r a t i o n  on the NE r i d g e  
o f  M t  Anne t u r n i n g  up many new p o t e n t i a l  deep caves. Most o f  the  t r i p s  on the  f u t u r e  
programme a re  g e t t i n g  o f f  o r  r a t h e r  under ground; the most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  l a t e  be ing  
the h i g h l y  o rgan ised  and w e l l  executed S e r e n d i p i t y  t r i p .  Th is  was marred o n l y  by 
the cave t r end ing  i n  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  which we would have 
p r e f e r r e d ,  however, u n t i l  i t ' s  drawn up i t s  p o s i t i o n  i s  specu la t i on .  

There a r e  o n l y  two S p i e l s  l e f t  f o r  t h i s  year ,  and as t he re  a r e  o n l y  11 pe r  year,  
( ~ a n u a r y  and February i s  a double issue)  as usual  the  December i ssue  w i l  l be l a t e  
and should a r r i v e  i n  your  h o t  l i t t l e  hands mid January ( I  hope!) .  More surveys 
should appear i n  these f u t u r e  issues, and h o p e f u l l y  a l i s t  o f  surveys and p r i c e s  w i l l  
be pub l i shed  f o r  main land groups want ing  maps o f  o u r  longer  and deeper caves. 

1ST RESERVE EDITOR - TREVOR WAILES 
; ~ ~ ; t ~ ; t ~ ~ $ : ; ' : $ : $ : ~ ~ ; ' ; ~ ~ $ ; $ : ; ' ; ; ' : ~ ; t ~ $ ; ~ t ~ J : f i ~ $ : ; t ; t ; t $ : ; t ~ $ : ; t ~ ; t ; t $ : ~ ~ $ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $ : ~ ~ ~ $ : ; t ~ ~ * ~ : $ : 9 ; ; t ~ ; t * ~ ~ ~ ~ : * $ : * ~ ; ~ * * * * * * ~  

CLUB NEWS AND OTHER TRIVIA \ 

- The economic s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  coun t ry  i s  a f f e c t i n g  cavers and c l ubs  a!s i t  i s  
everyone e l s e .  H i l l s  Speleogy Club have f o r  s a l e  a s e t  o f  s i x  pos te rs  41 X 61 
cm i n  f u l l  c o l o u r  and o f  ve ry  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  Obvious ly ,  some c l ubs  a r e  t r y i n g  
t o  a s s i s t  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a p o s i t i v e  approach. I f  anyone has 
any ideas on these l i n e s  f o r  the TCC we would be g l a d  t o  hear them. 

The sub jec t s  a re :  
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Shawls, Wee Jasper, NSW 
The P leasure  Dome, Mole Creek, Tas 
Aragoni t e  Flowers 
Ent rance o f  Mamo Kananda, PNG 
Format ions Jenolan, NSW 
Ma i n Cave, Mount Fa i r y  , NSW 

They w i l l  be posted f r e e  i n  a cardboard c y l i n d e r  f o r  t h e  i n c r e d i b l y  low c o s t  o f  
$20.00. For o rde rs  c o n t a c t :  Shane Wi lcox,  P 0 Box 198, Baulkham H i l l s ,  2153. 

- The NSW Cave Rescue G r o u ~  - Rescue '84 

Rescue '84  a cave rescue and t r a i n i n g  p r a c t i c e  weekend, o rgan ised  by the  NSW Cave 
Rescue Group and w i t h  t he  i n v a l u a b l e  h e l p  o f  many, w i l l  be h e l d  a t  t he  Bungonia 
S ta te  Recrea t ion  Area, on t he  10 th  and l l t h  o f  March 1984. 

The cos t  o f  t h e  weekend w i l l  be $10.00 per  head and t h i s  i nc l udes  lunch and 
d i nne r  on Saturday, lunch on Sunday, morning and a f t e r n o o n  teas ,  t h e  f i l m  and 
camping fees.  You w i l l  need t o  supp ly  your  own b reak fas t s .  

I n t e r e s t e d  persons should  con tac t  Gera ld  Wat t e r s  (047) 361 921, B r i a n  McQui l l a n  
(047) 586 868 o r  Stephen Murray (047) 587 152, o r  w r i t e  P 0 Box 122, Bankstown, 
NSW 2200. The c l u b  has q u e s t i o n n a i r e  sheets  which should  be forwarded by 
i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  A l i m i t  o f  300 people  w i l l  be taken f rom the  f i r s t  
ques t i onna i r es  rece ived .  

- Q u o t a b l e Q u o t e  

Heard d u r i n g  a recen t  P o l i c e  cave e x e r c i s e  i n  Growl ing Swa l l e t :  " I s  t h i s  the  
new subway t o  Hobar t?"  

- Gear 

M i ss i ng  a few krabs? O r  perhaps you r  c o l l e c t i o n  has grown l a t e l y  w i t h o u t  you 
hav ing  t o  f o r k  o u t  any o f  the f o l d i n g  s t u f f ?  S ince my c o l l e c t i o n  has r e c e n t l y  
shrunk somewhat, I w ~ u l d  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  hav ing  a "krab n i gh t " .  Th i s  would 
i n v o l v e  you i n  no expense a t  a l l ,  j u s t  b r i n g  your  e n t i r e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  k rabs 
a l ong  t o  a meet sometime and, assuming Trev  doesn ' t  say "I knew I ' d  l o s t  t h i r t y  
f o u r  krabs l a s t  v~eekend", we should  a l l  end up w i t h  o u r  own k rabs  aga in .  

Stu,  t he  Quar te rmas te r  

( ~ d ' s  note :  Yes "wine and krab" n i g h t s  a r e  ve ry  popu la r  i n  t he  uK!) . 
- Yes t h i s  i s  Speleo Sp ie l  d e s p i t e  t he  s t r ange  cover .  A few c r e d i t s  a r e  due - 

Photograph, S l i de N i c k  Hum 
Sub jec t  S te fan  Eberhard 
Cover des ign  and l a y o u t  T revor  Wai l e s  
Typese t t i ng  and screen work C r y s t a l  Graphics 
P r i n t i n g  Focal  P r i n t  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  a c t i o n  sho t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  taken i n  Tasmania ( b u t  i t  
cou ld  have been) . Please no te  t h a t  the  l a s t  S p i e l  cover  was "dark  Green'' - 
t h i s  does n o t  r e f l e c t  the  p o l i t i c a l  c o l o u r  o f  t he  TCC, i t  j u s t  looked good t h a t  
way! ! 

+~**;r:;~**;~;~~*+~;t~;l;;4:;*~$~ *;!:;t;;$ $:$<*$<$:**;~*$;;~;~;~<~<;~;*$;$<*;~$;;~$<;$;$;~*;~;~$<;~*;~;$$~;:**~:;~*;~***;~~;$:;$;:$:***;~;~:;$;:**$:*$:* 
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Dear Quar termaster  - e d i t o r ,  s t u a r t  n i cho las ,  e t c .  

A f t e r  do ing  t he  "odd" t r i p  w i t h  t h e  TCC and w i s h i n g  t o  do more, wh ich  group shou ld  I 
j o i n  and w i l l  I be accepted? I ' m  19 and 36-28-36, and ve ry  w i l l i n g  t o  l ea rn ,  b u t  
who w i l l  teach me and how hard  w i l l  i t  be? I ' m  q u i t e  f i t  and h e a l t h y  and ve ry  keen 
on s p o r t ,  and I understand I have t o  pay 5 0 ~  f o r  up to  p o s s i b l y  11 hours - t h i s  seems 
r e l a t i v e l y  f a i r  t o  me and I d o n ' t  ca re  whose I use. I take  i t  t h a t  I can choose 
any a v a i l a b l e  p rov i ded  t h e y ' r e  f u l l y  charged, and t h e  m/c does t h a t  anyway. I f  you 
cou ld  p o s s i b l y  p o i n t  o u t  t he  s t r onges t  one w i t h  t he  longes t  l i f e  and g i v e  me t h e  
number, so l can use i t  over  and ove r  aga in  week by week. I know i t ' s  a w f u l l y  dark  
i n  the re ,  and i f  1 go t  h o l d  o f  t he  wrong one would i t  upset  anybody? 

I do n o t  have a l l  t h a t  much exper ience,  so i f  I s t a r t e d  w i t h  one r i v a l  group would 
the o t h e r  be d isappo in ted ,  a l though  I suppose I c o u l d  swap a l t e r n a t e  weekends? 1 
j u s t  want t o  be u s e f u l  t o  the  c l u b  and keep do ing  i t  w i t h  anyone who i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t a k i n g  me. 

DESPERATELY FRUSTRATED 
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TAKING GROWLING SWALLET BY STRATEGY 

5/8/83 - R Eberhard, P H 

The a im o f  t h i s  t r i p  was t o  con t i nue  e x p l o r a t i o n  beyond t he  r o c k f a l l  t h a t  rep resen ts  
the upstream l i m i t  o f  Dreamtime. I n  May t h i s  year ,  A1 W a r i l d  and S te fan  Eberhard 
c l imbed up o n t o  the  r o c k f a l l  and reached, b u t  were unable  t o  descend a p i t c h  
appa ren t l y  l e a d i n g  i n t o  open passage below. 

Th i s  drop turned o u t  t o  be very  s h o r t ,  about 5  metres,  through a s l o t  i n  t h e  bou lders  
where we found ou rse l ves  i n  a  wide mud f l o o r e d  passage s i m i l a r  t o  t he  upper reaches 
o f  Dreamtime. W i t h  a  commitment t o  be o u t  o f  the  v a l l e y  by 5.30 pm, Phi1  found 
h i m s e l f  a  comfo r t ab le  p o s i t i o n  and I s e t  o f f  a t  a  s t i f f  j o g  t o  see what l a y  upstream. 
The passage was c o n s i s t e n t l y  spacious and t he  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  mud decreased as I 
proceeded upstream u n t i l  I was a b l e  t o  run  i n  t h e  cobbled streambed i t s e l f .  

Passing a wal k- i n passage on the  l e f t ,  t he  s t ream took  a sharp t u r n  t o  t he  r i g h t ,  
a t  t he  same p o i n t  a  mud bank on the  l e f t  l e d  up t o  a  reasonable s i z e d  chamber 
( ~ i ~ e r  Mounta in) .  On one s i d e  a smal l  s t ream en te red  as a  w a t e r f a l l  f rom an i n v i t i n g  
aven s t r e t c h i n g  up i n t o  the  darkness. Fo l l ow ing  t he  main stream, the passage became 
sma l l e r  and e v e n t u a l l y  lowered t o  a  b e l l y  crawl  i n  t he  streambed. At  t h i s  p o i n t  I 
dec ided t o  c a l l  i t  a  day w i t h  w e l l  ove r  h a l f  a  k i l o m e t r e  o f  new cave be ing  t raversed .  

T revor  has suggested t he  name R i v e r  Lethe f o r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  cave. "Lethe 
( l - h ,  n.  A r i v e r  o f  the  underwor ld  s a i d  t o  make those who drank o f  i t ' s  waters  
f o r g e t  t h e i r  former  ex i s t ance ;  o b l i v i o n .  Lethgan, a. p e r t  t o  Lethe;  o b l i v i o u s .  
(Gk. l e the ,  a f o r g e t t i n g ) . "  

ROLAN EBERHARD 
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JUNEE CAVE FISH 

On a recen t  d i v e  i n  Sump 1 o f  Junee Cave, I c o l l e c t e d  w i t h  a  handnet one o f  t h e  
smal l  w h i t e  f i s h  t h a t  a r e  common i n  t he  sump. Most a r e  between 10-15 cm long,  
w h i t e  i n  c o l o u r  and some w i t h  sma l l  red  spo ts  on t he  back and s ides .  Hopes f o r  an 
amazing new spec ies o f  cave f i s h  d i d  n o t  even tua te  as i t  seems they  a r e  o n l y  
in t roduced  Brown T rou t  (Salrno t r u t t a )  who have become p a l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  presence o f  
l i g h t .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was con f i rmed by Pe te r  Las t  o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s  Research 
Labora to ry .  Pa le  i n t r oduced  t r o u t  have a l s o  been recorded many years  ago f rom 
Mole Creek i n  Kubla Khan Cave (TCC B u l l e t i n ,  No 4, 1960). 

ROLAN EBERHARD 
;t**;t;t;t$:"*+:;tt$;";k**$;* + ; ; t ; t ? : ; t ; t j : ; ' : $ : J : j ; J c ; t j : j : j : J r ; t $ ; ; t $ ; ~ ; ' : ; ' : ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; t ; ~ ; t ~ ~ ; ~ ; ~ ; ~ ; ~ * ~ : * 9 : * * * ; ~ * * ~ * ~ ~ ~ ~  



SPELEO SPIEL NO 192 
OCTOBER 1983 Page 4 

TROWUTTA ARCH - Tasmania's answer t o  M t  Gambier? 

29-30 October 1983 - D i ve rs :  N i ck  Hume, S t u a r t  N icho las  and S te fan  Eberhard 

Stefan rece ived  h i g h  i n s p i r a t i o n  f rom an S C S  a r t i c l e  on Trowut ta  Arch w r i t t e n  by 
Kev in  Kiernan. Th is  was f u r t h e r  f ue l ed  by h i s  recen t  exper iences on t he  reco rd  
b reak ing  A u s t r a l i a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  Cocklebiddy, w h i l e  a l l  t h i s  mere ly  f u e l e d  my own 
f ea rs  o f  hav ing  t o  t r a n s p o r t  r a f t s  o f  a i r  tanks about g r o t t y  s i n k s  i n  ze ro  v i z .  

That F r i day  n i g h t  we loaded S t u a r t ' s  c a r  t o  the  cou r t esy  l i g h t  w i t h  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  
d i v i n g  gear,  ten  a i r  tanks,  about a  k i l o m e t r e  o f  g u i d e l i n e ,  t oge the r  w i t h  asso r t ed  
camping and cav ing  gear.  The Sigma th rea tened  t o  exp lode numerous t imes on t he  d r i v e  
t o  Smi th ton,  however, the passengers a l l e v i a t e d  genera l  d i s comfo r t  w i t h  s t r o n g  d r a f t s  
o f  Southern Comfort ,  taken f r e q u e n t l y ,  which made the  t r i p  up a  p leasan t  change f rom 
the usual  Maydena g r i n d .  

A f t e r  an o v e r n i g h t  s t a y  a t  Ross M a n s f i e l d ' s  new d igs ,  we tu rned  i n l a n d  t o  T rowut ta ,  
and as none o f  us had been t o  the  a r c h  be fo re ,  sought o u t  some l o c a l  knowledge. We 
cha t t ed  t o  a  coup le  o f  b lokes  who were s tand ing  around i n  a  paddock, and they  t o l d  
us t h a t  they had bo th  v i s i t e d  the  p l ace  some years  b e f o r e  and t h a t  i t  was about a  
m i l e  ove r  t he re  somewhere. They f u r t h e r  suggested t h a t  we go up t h e  road t o  Tom's 
p l ace  as he knew a l l  about i t .  Tom looked a  b i t  t he  worse f o r  wear, b u t  he had 
v i s i t e d  i t  seve ra l  years  ago and yes, i t  was about a  m i l e  ove r  t h e r e  somewhere. Tom 
thought Fred would be t he  b l o k e  t o  see as he knew a l l  about i t .  Fred was ve ry  f r i e n d l y  
and yes, i t  was about a  m i l e  over  t h e r e  somewhere. A f t e r  p ress i ng  Fred f o r  a  w h i l e  
we l e a r n t  t h a t  someone had t r i e d  plumbing t h e  pool  w i t h  180 f o o t  o f  l i n e  w i t h o u t  
reach ing  bot tom ( g u l p ! ) ,  and he promised t o  h e l p  us f i n d  i t  as near as he cou ld  
remembe r . 
A f t e r  numerous e l e c t r i c  fences (zap) ,  we a l l  went bush and be fo re  l ong  Fred, S t e f  and 
I stumbled on a  huge d o l i n e ,  about  20 metres deep, complete w i t h  a rch ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
we l o s t  S t u a r t !  A f t e r  much lung  wrenching y e l l i n g ,  S t u a r t  re-emerged f rom t h e  bush 
l i n e  l o o k i n g  as though he had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  w r e s t l i n g  an a l l i g a t o r  and t o l d  us an 
e x c i t i n g  s t o r y  o f  choked o f f  d o l i n e s  i n t e r spe rsed  w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  scrub. 

We squirmed i n t o  wet s u i t s ,  s a i d  severa l  goodbyes t o  Fred, then s l i d i n g  i n t o  t h e  d o l i n e ,  
passed a  spec tacu la r  a r ch  t o  f i n d  a  b e a u t i f u l ,  s t i l l  poo l  o f  some 15-20 metres d i a -  
meter.  There i s  no su r f ace  s t ream feed ing  t h i s ,  so presumably i t  i n d i c a t e s  t he  
l o c a l  wa te r t ab le ,  a l o g  choked t w i n  and two narrow f i s s u r e s ,  ad jacen t ,  l ead  t o  t he  
same wate r  l e v e l  and w e r e n ' t  cons idered p rom is i ng  d i v i n g  p rospec ts ,  so o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  t o  the  main p o o l .  

Ste fan swam o u t  w i t h  a  lead  we igh t  a t t ached  t o  some l i n e  and d i d  a  depth survey o f  
the pool  w i t h o u t  r e v e a l i n g  a n y t h i n g  beyond about 20 metres.  H i s  " s i nke r "  snagged 
somewhere about mid-pool  i n d i c a t i n g  a  l o g  choke below t h a t  p o i n t .  The t h r e e  o f  us 
dec ided t o  d i v e  an open area f o r  a c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  be fo re  commi t t i ng  ou rse l ves  t o  
e x p l o r e  under t he  c l i f f  o v e r h a n j i n g  most o f  t he  poo l .  Th is  f i r s t  d i v e  showed t h a t  
the s i des  o f  the  pool  dropped p r e c i p i t o u s l y  away t o  about 15 metres where we landed 
on a  l o g  choke. A t  t h a t  depth we were i n  complete darkness due t o  t h e  t a n n i n  con ten t  
o f  the wa te r ,  however, the  v i s i b i l i t y  was reasonable,  ou r  l i g h t s  p e n e t r a t i n g  3-4 
metres w i t h  s i l t a t i o n  be ing  f a i r l y  m inor .  Resur fac ing  proved e e r i e  as t he  su r f ace  
glow was b l ood  red  i n  co l ou r .  

The l i n e  r e e l  was t i e d  o f f  a t  the  base o f  the  overhang and o u r  second d i v e  was t o  be 
i n t o  an obv ious weakness i n  the  c l i f f  face .  We d i ved  s t r a i g h t  down t o  a  depth o f  8 
metres o r  so then f o l l owed  a  compass b e a r i n g  i n t o  the  r i f t ,  p e n e t r a t i n g  an 
es t imated  20 metres be fo re  coming t o  a  dead end. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I f i g u r e d  S te fan  must 
be pred isposed t o  na rcos i s  as I watchedhim unscrew t he  t op  o f  h i s  wa te rp roo f  t o r c h  
and beg in  t o  poke about i n  the mud w i t h  t he  open end. I soon r e a l i s e d  t h a t  what he 
i n  f a c t  was do ing  was t o  c o l l e c t  an isopod specimen, a l b e i t  i n  an unconvent iona l  way. 
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TROWUTTA ARCH 

Plan 
ASF Grade 22  

m 

Penetra t /on 20 m 29 - 10 - 8 3 S.  Eberhard 
N.  Hume 
S. Nicholas 

A " f l a t t e n e r "  l e d  o f f  the  s i d e  o f  t he  r i f t ,  heading a t  r i g h t  ang les t o  i t .  Th i s  
took the  form o f  a  t i g h t  h o r i z o n t a l  f i s s u r e  w i t h  a  r o t t e n  r o o f ,  t h a t  cou ld  o n l y  
j u s t  accommodate a  d i v e r .  We had ano ther  two d i ves  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  pene t ra te  i n t o  
t h i s ,  bu t  i t  tended t o  squeeze o f f  a f t e r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  and was heading i n  t he  
wrong d i r e c t i o n  t o  be p romis ing .  F i ne  s i l t a t i o n  made e x p l o r a t i o n  s low and 
d i f f i c u l t ,  a l s o  t he  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  the  r o o f  c o l l a p s i n g  d i d  n o t  a s s i s t  us much. On 
r e t u r n i n g  we c l ung  t o  t he  r o o f  and observed t h e  r e f r a c t e d  image o f  t h e  whole o f  t he  
sur roundings o f  the  poo l  through i t s  und i s t u rbed  sur face ,  cosmic baby! We had a  
f i n a l  d i v e  t o  t he  deepest p a r t  o f  the  poo l  where S te fansqu i rmed h i s  way down through 
the  choke, even deeper, w h i l e  I looked on wonder ing where i t  would end. Large, 
loose logs danc ing i n  f r o n t  o f  my facemask d i d  n o t  i n s p i r e  me g r e a t l y  and we headed 
o f f  t o  t e l l  Fred what we had found b e f o r e  r e p a i r i n g  t o  t he  Smi th ton  H o t e l .  

Some p a r t  o f  Saturday n i g h t  was taken up w i t h  Ross Mans f ie ld  r e m i n i s c i n g  about 
"The O ld  Days" o f  TCC, t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  we f o r g o t  t o  advance o u r  watches and 
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  l a t e  s t a r t  n e x t  day. On the  Sunday we f e l t  keen t o  do some deep 
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d i v i n g  so headed o f f  t o  Lake Chisholm, sou th  o f  t he  A r t h u r  R i v e r ,  expec t i ng  i t  t o  be 
embedded i n  a  g i a n t  d o l i n e  o f  tremendous depth and scope, however, i n  r e a l i t y  i t  was 
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  The l ake  was o b v i o u s l y  f a i r l y  sha l low w i t h  a  g e n t l e  s h o r e l i n e ,  
so we l e f t  the  d i v i n g  o f  Lake Chisholm t o  a  l one  p l a t ypus .  

Our n e x t  e x c i t i n g  adventure i nvo l ved  f i n d i n g  a  survey t r a c k  t o  t h e  s w a l l e t  o f  t h e  
J u l i u s  R i ve r .  A f t e r  much b e a t i n g  about the  bush we e v e n t u a l l y  gave up and desperate  
f o r  something p o s i t i v e  t o  do, dec ided t o  r e t u r n  t o  T rowut ta  Arch  t o  have ano ther  go 
a t  the  "f l a t t e n e r "  w i t h  my m in i - a  i r t a n k  and do some underwater photography. 

The weekend p rov i ded  some i n t e r e s t i n g  d i v i n g  and proved the  s i n k h o l e  a t  T rowut ta  t o  
have no p rospec ts  r ega rd i ng  ex tens i ve ,  nav igab le  submerged passageway, see above 
survey.  Thanks Ross f o r  accommodation and thank you S t u a r t  f o r  the  d r i v e .  



SPELEO S P I E L  NO 192 
OCTOBER 1983 Page 7 

R I V E R  LETHE - UPSTREAM I N  THE JUNEE FLORENTINE MASTER CAVE ig.3 

Par ty :  TW, PH, RE,  NH, M C - S C S  

The r o c k p i l e  t h a t  had te rmina ted  t he  Dreamtime survey was f i n a l l y  sca led  by 
A 1  W a r i l d  and S te fan  Eberhard on 8/5/83. I t  was found t o  be j u s t  a  c o l l a p s e  and t h e  
passage o f  r a i l w a y  tunnel  p r o p o r t i o n s  was thought  t o  con t i nue  beyond. F u r t h e r  
e x p l o r a t i o n  was h a l t e d  by a  6 m f r e e  hanging p i t c h  i n  breakdown w i t h  a  good draught  
and a shower o f  wa te r .  Th i s  p i t c h  appeared t o  be the  o n l y  area i n  Dreamtime and 
R i ve r  Lethe n o t  t o  be coated i n  l i b e r a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  mud. 

A couple  o f  months ago P h i l  H and Rolan Eberhard took  a 10 m ladder  t o  t h i s  p i t c h  
and pushed on through the  remain ing t a l u s  i n t o  the  R i v e r  Lethe s e r i e s  r e p o r t i n g  
c l o s e  t o  a  k i l o m e t r e  o f  v i r g i n  master cave. 

Our p a r t y  o f  15/10/83 in tended t o  survey t he  new s e c t i o n  and push i f  p o s s i b l e  any 
leads, a l t hough  Rolan had s t a t e d  them t o  be few. Expec t ing  a  l ong  t r i p  o f  12 hours  
p l us ,  we se t  o u t  through the  now f a m i l i a r  Ent rance s e r i e s ,  Trapdoor stream, Necros is ,  
M a i n l i n e  and Dreamtime. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  M a r t i n  abo r t ed  h i s  t r i p  i n  t he  Ent rance s e r i e s  
comp la in ing  o f  weakness and stomach wogs. A rope as hand l i ne  had been l e f t  by 
Rolan and P h i l  a t  t he  p r e v i o u s l y  t e r m i n a t i n g  r o c k p i l e .  The c l i m b  i s  s t i l l  awkward 
and the  t h i c k  mud negates any c l i m b i n g  s k i l l s .  The r o u t e  through t he  breakdown i s  
marked w i t h  c a i r n s  and boot  p r i n t s  t o  t he  narrow s l o t  t h a t  i s  t he  p i t c h .  The rock  
here i s  eroded and r o t t e n  though c leaned f rom t h e  shower i n l e t .  A s h o r t  c l i m b  
leads t o  the  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  l a r g e  passage and s t e e p l y  banked mud. A f t e r  l e a v i n g  
the rockp i l e ,  su r vey ing  became more " s t r a i g h t  forward1 '  w i  t h  legs  o f  30.2 m "which 
happened t o  be t he  l e n g t h  o f  o u r  tape". The streamway was f o l l owed  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  
as longer  legs were recorded across the mud banks t o  a  chamber c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  
avens. Two o f  these avens were a c t i v e  s t ream i n l e t s  w h i l e  t he  t h i r d  a t  t h e  f u r t h e s t  
p o i n t  o f  the  chamber was d r y  w i t h  a  h i g h  r i f t  development. The mainstream ( ~ i v e r  
  et he) was f l o w i n g  i n  f rom a l a r g e  passage on t h e  l e f t .  I n  t h i s  chamber we r e s t e d  
and a t e .  My head was pounding w i t h  a  s t r eng then ing  m ig ra i ne  thought  t o  be caused 
by a  t i g h t  he lmet ,  narrow l i g h t  beam caus ing  s q u i n t i n g ,  o r  t he  more commonly accepted 
hangover ! 

The d e c i s i o n  t o  con t i nue  su rvey ing  was made as a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  passage changed 
d i r e c t i o n  and headed o f f  t o  the l e f t ,  s t i b l  high,owide, w i t h  s teep  mud banks. The 
g r a d i e n t  o f  the passage was s t i l l  o n l y  +l t o  + 2 . P h i l  H i l l  had gone on ahead as 
he was super f luous  t o  the survey p a r t y  and he passed t h e  p rev i ous  l i m i t  o f  Ro lan 's  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  the p o i n t  we used t o  t e rm ina te  o u r  survey.  The r o o f  lowered and t h e  
mud banks became l ess  prominent  u n t i l  a  low c raw l  developed. P h i l  had gone beyond 
t h i s  p o i n t  up the  h a l f  metre  h i g h  c raw l  which extended f o r  about  200 m t o  where i t  
opened up aga in  t o  f i n a l l y  t e rm ina te  a f t e r  more passage i n  ano ther  bou lder  p i l e .  
Solo a t t emp ts  by P h i l  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  r o u t e  through were thwar ted b u t  h o p e f u l l y  a  
l a r g e r  group o f  people  w i l l  have more success. The ever  p resen t  s t r o n g  c o l d  d raugh t  
seemed f a r  more n c t i c e a b l e  r e t u r n i n g  a l t hough  i t  was b l a s t i n g  downstream. 

The r e t u r n  t o  the su r f ace  was uneven t f u l  a p a r t  f rom some minor  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  choked 
s i d e  passages and mis taken  r o u t e  f i n d i n g .  Our e x i t  f rom R i v e r  Lethe was sub t h r e e  
hours -qu ick  and t i r i n g  b u t  success fu l .  The t r i p  took 9 hours  w i t h  a  surveyed 
a d d i t i o n  o f  800 m which b r i n g s  the  t o t a l  surveyed l e n g t h  t o  8 k i l o m e t r e s .  A r e t u r n  
t r i p  t o  t he  R i ve r  Lethe i s  ove r  6 k i l o m e t r e s  w i t h  hope f o r  ex tens ions  p r o v i d i n g  
much, much, more! The Growl ing  Swa l l e t  system extends under Wher re t t s  Look-Out 
saddle  and i t  i s  suspected R i v e r  Lethe t rends  towards t he  " s l i p " ,  however, f a r  t o o  
much wate r  i s  p resen t  f o r  t he  Wher re t t s  d ra inage  and o n l y  c o n j e c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
source c o u l d  be the  Tass ie -Owl -Three fa l l s  area severa l  m i l e s  away i n  t he  F l o r e n t i n e  
Va l l ey  "Over the  Gap!". 

TREVOR WAILES 
*;!;':;!*;!;!;!9:;:;':;!*;:9:;!;':;!;:9:;!*;!;:;:;?**;:9:;!*;~9:*;!;!*;!9;***9:***;~*+*9:;!;!9;;!;!;!***;!;!9:9:***?:*******9:******* 
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LETTER FROM EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF TASMANIA - DIVISION OF RECREATION 

Kubla Khan 

The annual pho tograph ic  e p i c  passed once aga in  i n  a l l  i t s  g l o r y .  

Due t o  a  d i s t i n c t l y  a n t i s o c i a l  s e t  o f  lows, the  weather d i d  i t s  l e v e l  bes t  t o  make 
t h i n g s  unpleasant  f o r  those hardy sou l s  who camped, and f o r c e d  t he  more t imorous t o  
seek s h e l t e r  a t  t he  caves, and h u t .  These l esse r  mo r ta l s ,  however, tu rned  up i n  t h e  
morning a t  a  reasonable hour  and an i n c r e d i b l y  e f f i c i e n t  l o g i s t i c s  e x e r c i s e  o f  
check ing gear and s k i l l s  saw us a l l  away by 10 ish.  

The nob le  Boden and CO (NW Caving ~ r o u p )  had t r o t t e d  through t h e  mud and s l u s h  t he  
p rev ious  n i g h t  t o  r i g  bo th  ends o f  t he  cave - a t ask  f o r  which we were a l l  most 
g r a t e f u l  i f  n o t  a  l i t t l e  awe- insp i red .  However, when you r e a l i s e  t h a t  these NW f o l k  
a c t u a l l y  wear w e t - s u i t s  as everyday garb (something t o  do w i t h  l o c a l  p01 i t i c s )  t he  
whole p i c t u r e  s t a r t s  t o  take  on an a i r  o f  reasonable c r e d i b i l i t y .  Our more l i g h l y -  
c l a d  southerners  d i s s o l v e d  i n t o  w o r r i e d  murmuring a t  the  s i g h t  o f  w e t - s u i t s  bu t  a  
few harsh  words and a k i c k  o r  two soon b rough t  them back t o  l i n e .  

That a n t i s o c i a l  weather a fore-ment ioned has i n  f a c t  done a tremendous j o b  o f  c l e a n i n g  
up the  cave. Desp i te  g e t t i n g  w e t t e r  e a r l i e r  and more thorough ly  than usua l ,  everyone 
app rec i a ted  the  water  f l ows  i n  P leasure Dome - a l l  gours f u l l  and b lue ,  waves o f  
l i g h t  t r a v e l l i n g  down and the  s c i n t i l l a t i n g  sp lash  o f  sa tu ra ted  e x p l o r e r  socks (how's 
t h a t  f o r  onomatopoeias).  A l l  p i t c h e s  were washed c lean ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  h o r r i b l e  one 
i n t o  the R i ve r  passage. I n e v i t a b l y  the bot tom o f  en t rance  p i t c h  and t h e  o n l y  mud 
pa t ch  i n  the  cave (near  Jade poo l )  bo re  a  d i s t i n c t  resemblence t o  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  
F landers  ( c i r c a  1918). S a l l y ' s  F o l l y  run  was as f u l l  as i t  cou ld  be and p rov i ded  
some e x h i l i a r a t i n g  gymnast ics f o r  those f o o l i s h  enough t o  b e l i e v e  the  leader .  

The pho tograph ic  e x e r c i s e  was marred o n l y  by two i n c i d e n t s ;  an o l d ,  pensioned camera 
c l a t t e r e d  some d i s t a n c e  downwards caus ing  i t s  owner cons ide rab le  anguish b u t  caus ing  
no damage a t  a l l  t o  s a i d  camera, and a brand-new, u n s u l l i e d ,  t echno log i ca l  breakthrough,  
super-scope, preheated chromium-t i tan ium Model X took  12 p i c t u r e s ,  f a r t e d  tw ice ,  and 
d i e d !  I would guess t h a t  about 400 s l i d e s  were taken and t h a t  t h e  heat  f rom f l a s h e s  
r a i s e d  the  embient temperature o f  the  cave about 2  degrees abso lu te .  Other  lessons 
wor th  ment ion were: 

a) You cannot a b s e i l  on a  doubled rope w i t h  a  w h a l e t a i l !  
b) Drum Drop can be neat1 y  avo ided by c ross  i n g  h i g h  on t he  oppos i t e  S i de  ( thanks,  

David Wainwr ight  NW!). 
c)  Fluency i n  German speeds t h i ngs  up i f  t h e r e  i s  a  f o r e i g n e r  i n  t he  group. 
d )  F lashers  do n o t  s low down as they age. 
e)  A b i  r d  on a ladder  swears more than two i n  the bush. 

MIDNIGHT HOLE 

M idn igh t  Hole was i n i t i a l l y  exp lo red  by members o f  t h e  TCC i n  1968. They descended 
s i x  consecu t i ve  p i t c h e s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  h o r i z o n t a l  squeeze some 160 metres o f  l adder  
below t he  en t rance .  The su r f ace  was e v e n t u a l l y  regained a t  m idn igh t  a f t e r  some 15 
hours  underground, hence t he  name o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  second deepest cave a t  t he  t ime.  
The nex t  month a  squeeze i n  Entrance Cave ( ~ y s t e r y  Creek cave) ,  a  h o r i z o n t a l  system 
i n  the  same h i l l ,  was pushed t o  t he  base o f  an aven. Here a  matchbox l e f t  i n  t h e  
squeeze a t  the  bot tom o f  M idn igh t  Hole was found and t he  connec t ion  made. 
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With the  advent  o f  s i n g l e  rope techniques M idn igh t  Hole has become a popu la r  s p o r t i n g  
t r i p ,  ma in ly  as a  through t r i p  on double ropes bu t  a l s o  as a  descent and ascent  on 
s i n g l e  ropes. E i t h e r  t r i p  can be accompl ished i n  a  few hours.  I t  i s  a  remarkably 
easy po tho le ,  d r y  by l o c a l  s tandards,  and almost a l l  the  s h a f t s  a re  b o l t e d .  Desp i te  
t he  r a t h e r  s o r d i d  g rove l  through Matchbox squeeze a t  t he  bottom, t h e  p o t  p rov i des  
en joyab le  a b s e i l i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  f i n a l  50 metre  p i t  which i s  a  t r u e  c l a s s i c .  

The accompanying survey was done i n  August by P h i l  H and Rolan Eberhard and 
Matchbox squeeze c a l c u l a t e d  a t  -166 metres below the  number t ag  a +  t h e  ent rance.  The 
l e n g t h  surveyed was 224 metres and a c a i r n  on the  M idn igh t  Hole s i d e  o f  the  squeeze 
l oca tes  the f i n a l  s t a t i o n .  Accord ing t o  A l b e r t  Goede i n  Speleo Sp ie l  Nos 118 and 112, 
the t o t a l  depth o f  the  system i s  203 metres (based p a r t l y  on an ove r l and  survey 
between t he  en t rances?) ,  w i t h  a  surveyed l e n g t h  o f  902 metres b u t  an es t ima ted  t o t a l  
l eng th  o f  1200 metres.  Accord ing t o  the above f i g u r e ,  M idn igh t  Hole-Entrance Cave 
c u r r e n t l y  ranks a t  t e n t h  p l ace  i n  the  Tasmanian ( ~ u s t r a l i a n )  deepest caves l i s t .  

ANNE-A-KANANDA 1966-1983 

Reading some o l d  S p i e l s  r e c e n t l y  I came across accounts o f  the e a r l y  t r i p s  o n t o  
Mount Anne. I n  December 1966, B r i a n  C o l l i n  l e d  a  f i v e  day reconnaissance e x p e d i t i o n  
t o  the  do lom i t e  on the NE'ridge. Only one and a h a l f  days were spent a c t u a l l y  
e x p l o r i n g  d o l i n e s  on the r i d g e ,  the  r e s t  o f  the  t ime i nvo l ved  g e t t i n g  t he re  and back. 
The f i r s t  h o l e  noted ( ~ o l e  No 1) was repo r t ed  t o  be h a l f  i n  conglomerate and h a l f  
i n  dolomi t e ,  and some 300 deep, (presumabl what we now c a l  l ~ n n e - A - ~ a n a n d a )  . Th i S 

and o t h e r  ent rances were no t  exp lo red  f u l l y  and t he  genera l  o p i n i o n  was t h a t  " l a r g e  
cave systems appear d o u b t f u l  however i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  assured i n  t he  deep 
ho les  found". 

I n  June 1967 Alan Kel l e r  l e d  a  t h ree  day t r i p  t o  the  r i d g e .  They descended the  
Anne-A-Kananda d o l i n e  and "crawled 20 '  a l ong  a f i s s u r e ,  c l imbed down 15'  o f  j o i n e d  
s l i n g s  i n t o  rocky passage about 100' l ong  t o  f i n d  t h a t  i t  f i s s u r e s  o u t ,  w i t h  no hope 
o f  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n " .  How many t imes have such s ta tements  been proved wrong! 
L a t e r  t r i p s  t o  the area i n  1971 exp lo red  the  115 metre  ent rance p i t c h  o f  K e l l a r s  
C e l l a r ,  Col- In-Cavern (-118 m), as w e l l  as l o o k i n g  a t  nearby Lake ~ i m k .  

On t he  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  the  r i d g e  l ook i ng  f o r  caves i n  recen t  years ,  S te fan  Eberhard 
had ano ther  look  a t  Hole No 1 and dec ided i t  appeared f a i r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I n  
September 1982 w h i l e  N ick  Hume, S te fan  and l were camped i n  t he  en t rance  chamber, 
S te fan  had a q u i c k  l o o k  i n  t he  passage below t he  en t rance  c r a w l .  Cons ider ing  t he  
s t r o n g  outward draught  he dec ided i t  should  "go" and was w o r t h  a  p roper  look .  The 
nex t  n i g h t  a f t e r  an e x h i l e r a t i n g  day i n  K e l l a r s  C e l l a r  S te fan  coerced me i n t o  hav ing  
another  look  down the c r a w l .  Th i s  t ime  the  cave was d raugh t i ng  inwards and smoke 
from o u r  campf i re  reduced v i s i b i l i t y  t o  a  couple  o f  f e e t .  I stumbled a p a t h e t i c a l l y  
up t o  the  f a r  end o f  the  chamber and unable  t o  see c l e a r l y  because o f  the  smog, h a l f  
f e l t  my way through a s l o t  on the  l e f t  hand s i d e .  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed I * 
wandered a l ong  some more passage and a r r i v e d  a t  a  nas t y  l o o k i n g  squeeze. By now 
Ste fan  had a r r i v e d  and i spent a  few minutes squ i rm ing  and swearing my way up t h i s  

3 v e r t i c a l  s l o t  i n t o  space above. 

I found myse l f  i n  a  low c raw l  adorned w i t h  a  few s h o r t  s t raws e q u i p t  w i t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  
" f i n s "  r e s u l t i n g  f rom the  c o n t i n u a l  d raugh t .  By now i t  had dawned on me t h a t  the  
cave was i n  f a c t  "going". Desp i te  the  de l  i g h t f u l  t i n k l  i ng  sound o f  s h a t t e r i n g  
s t raws  t h a t  ba r red  t he  way, I burrowed a l ong  the  c raw l  a lmost  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  
Th i s  c r a w l ,  The Organ Gr inder ,  has s i n c e  seen the  passage o f  numerous bodies ( ve r y  
few o f  t he  s t raws remain and the  c raw l  i s  roomie r ) ,  and Anne-A-Kananda now stands 
as A u s t r a l i a ' s  deepest cave a t  -373 m. So t h e r e  you go! 
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SPLASH POT 

Party :  Rik and Janine Tunney and McKinnon, Mike Edwards, Alec and Andrew Br iggs 

Splash Pot i s  s i t u a t e d  near KD and as the name suggests i t  i s  a stream s ink .  Although 
the cave i s  on l y  320 f t  deep, i t s  190 f t  p i t c h  promised t o  be i n t e r e s t i n g  and was 
the re fo re  worth a v i s i t .  

As e a r l y  s t a r t s  should be the norm, we went through the gate a t  8.00 am. We found 
the entrance a f t e r  a l so  f i n d i n g  JF9. The entrance proved t o  be i n  a p ic turesque 
d o l i n e  w i t h  the stream cascading i n t o  t a l u s  on one s ide .  A 20 f t  p i t c h  l e d  i n t o  
crawly and damp stream passage, about 150 f t  long t o  the top o f  the p i t c h .  

Mike r igged and Rik p ro tec ted  w h i l e  the r e s t  o f  us tou r i s ted .  A gradual r e t r e a t  t o  
the sur face was then begun. I t  was a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  the accident  occurred; Janine, 
Andrew and Mike were a t  the top o f  the p i t c h ,  Alec somewhere on the rope was h i t  by a 
3 kg o r  thereabouts rock, damaging h i s  hand q u i t e  badly - no autopsy y e t .  A hasty 
evacuat ion resu l ted  i n  everyone being on the sur face j u s t  a f t e r  1.00 pm. The rock 
appeared t o  have f a  l l en pure ly  by chance (ac t  o f  ~ o d )  . 
Alec even tua l l y  ended up i n  the Royal where he received 8 s t i t c h e s  i n  the palm o f  
h i s  hand. However, acc idents aside, o v e r a l l  i t  was a good fun t r i p .  

ANDREW B R I G G S  
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