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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Sat December 17 Hobhi t Hole Ida Bay area - the  b i g  (two car tons o f  beer) break- 
through? A P h i l l  H i l l  T r i p  

Sun December 18 Nick Humels Swimming Pool End o f  year c e l e b r a t i o n  t h i n g  a f t e r  
about 2pm 

Christmas Week Various t r i p s  w i t h  P h i l l ,  Steve Bunton, N ick  e t  a l .  

Sat December 31 New Years Eve sh ind ig  somewhere 

During the next  th ree  months o r  so, f i r e  bans may l i m i t  access t o  the F lo ren t i ne ,  
however you can r e s t  assured t h a t  something w i l l  be happening most weeks so s tay  
tuned and contac t  Trev, Stu o r  someone. 

STOP PRESS:  Change o f  pub-night venue - we now seem t o  gather  a t  the "Dog House" 
on Thursday n i g h t s  a t  about 9pm. 

Hey, hey, my, my o r  something l i k e  tha t .  Here we are  a t  the end o f  one year and the  
s t a r t  o f  another. I t ' s  Christmas t ime too, when we a l l  hang up our thermal long 
johns and rubber boots f o r  Santa Trog t o  pu t  some new ascenders i n  a f t e r  he a b s e i l s  
down the  chimney. 

No i n t e r n a t i o n a l  exped i t ions  t h i s  summer so may be w e ' l l  ge t  some loca l  underworld 
a c t i v i t y  i n  f o r  a change. How about a t r i p  t o  Growling Tube o r  I ce  House ( i n  the 
great  southern land) ,  S laughterd ip Grol l e t ? !  

Anyway a l l  you dudes, take care of your l i t t l e  bodies because we need them, o r  more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  the money they hand out ,  next year. 

Have a happy Christmas and may the New Year b r i n g  fame and fo r tune,  w e l l ,  fo r tune 
anyway ! 

The Real Ed i t o r  
STUART NICHOLAS 
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CLUB TRIVIA 

-1. Not much t r i v i a  t h i s  month - may be we ' re  a l l  g e t t i n g  too  ser ious !  Chr is  
has recent  l y splashed out and bought a Land Cruiser  4 WD thereby doubl i ng  
the  number o f  these great  veh ic les  i n  T.C.C. Before long w e ' l l  have a 
convoy, o r  maybe form the  T.C.C. 4WD Bush Bashers Tonight Today Club. 

-1. I f  anyone f e e l s  d e s t r u c t i v e  tendencies coming on, o r  perhaps you a r e  
"desperately f rus t ra ted " ,  Stu ( t he  rea l  edi tor ,  e tc . )  has a solut ion' :  
Grab a p i ck ,  shovel o r  s i m i l a r  device and h e l p  him d i g  out  under the  
New Town T.C.C. H.Q. Not content  w i t h  what the  F l o r e n t i n e  has t o  o f f e r ,  
Re's cons t ruc t i ng  a custom b u i l t  cave under the  lounge. Ac tua l l y ,  i t ' s  
an a d d i t i o n  t o  the workshop but  i t  looks l i k e  a cave a t  the  moment. Only 
about twenty tonnes o f  hard, d ry  c l a y  l e f t ,  so you'd b e t t e r  hu r ry ! !  

-L SPELEOMANIA I S  COMING SPELEOMANIA I S  COMING SPELEOMANIA I S  COMING SPELEOMANIA 

I t ' s  Tass ie 's  t u r n  again and what a show i t ' s  going t o  be - w e l l  t h a t ' s  
the idea anyway. The f i f t e e n t h  biannual conference o f  the Aus t ra l i an  
Speleological  Federat ion i s  scheduled t o  be h e l d  here and i t  i s  se t  down 
f o r  January 1985. Go t o  two conferencesin one year!  Speleomania i n  
January and Spain (IUS) i n  Ju l y  - how's t h a t  f o r  value (may be we cou ld  
o f f e r  a package deal ) . More i n f o  as i t comes t o  hand o r  i S concocted o r  
something. 

.+. Thanks t o  ass is tance from B i l l  Tomalin, i t  seems t h a t  our  c l u b  w i l l  s h o r t l y  
rece ive  a grant  o f  $600 from the  D i v i s i o n  o f  Recreat ion. The a p p l i c a t i o n  
was submitted on the bas is  o f  the  community t r i p s  run du r ing  the  year by 
var ious  bods, and the need f o r  lamps and so on t o  run these t r i p s  i n  the  
f u t u r e .  

.L Anyone in te res ted  i n  c l imb ing  Carstens Pyramid i n  l r i a n  Jaya? See Alex Marr 
f o r  an amazingly en thus ias t i c  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  the  ep i c  o f  epics.  

J: We've had a few new members i n  t he  l a s t  few months, bu t  what 's  happened 
t o  them (you)? We're not  r e a l l y  t h a t  u n f r i e n d l y  and we c e r t a i n l y  go caving 
r e g u l a r l y .  Y w ' v e  pa id  your money, who not a c t u a l l y  go caving?? Even 
Martyn Carnes, ex SCS has j o ined  us. 

A LETTER I N  REPLY: 

Dear Desperate1 y Frus t ra ted ,  

As you probably know, th ings  when over-used tend t o  fade out ,  bu t  experience 
o r  not ,  8 o r  9 hours i s  about the  l i m i t .  Despite i n f l a t i o n  i t  s t i l l  o n l y  cos ts  
5 0 ~ .  I  c a n ' t  q u i t e  f i g u r e  the  numbers you inc luded - the 19 i s  OK bu t  t he  o the rs  
a r e  a b i t  wei rd,  o r  do they combine somehow t o  g i ve  a s i n g l e  f i g u r e ?  

Teachers are  c e r t a i n l y  a v a i l a b l e  o f  vary ing  a b i l i t i e s  and 
ness. Perhaps i t  would pay t o  s t a r t  w i t h  the  eas ie r  ho r i zon ta  
progressing t o  the  hard v e r t i c a l s .  

degrees o f  hard- 
1 s t u f f  be fore  

R i v a l r y  does not  r e a l l y  e x i s t  between the groups and I am sure some mutua l l y  
s a t i s f y i n g  arrangement can be made t o  keep everyone happy. Rest assured t h a t  
you would be welcomed w i t h  open arms. I n  t he  f i r s t  instance please apply a t  
New Town as my experience spans many years and would stand you i n  good stead f o r  
the  f u t u r e .  

STUART N l CHOLAS 
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MT ANNE 16-17th October 

Par ty :  P h i l l  H i l l  
Martyn Carnes (S.  C.  S. )  

Having spent a dehydrated n i g h t  i n  the concession due t o  a push survey t r i p  i n  
'Growl ing '  the ~ r e v i o u s  day, i t  wasn' t  hard t o  crawl ou t  o f  my p i t  f o r  some 
refreshment a t  Maydena. 

A r r i v i n g  a t  the M t .  Anne rescue t r a c k  a t  a respectable t ime we s e t  o f f  f o r  
Ann.A.Kananda and M a r t i n ' s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  bush walking. 

The o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  excurs ion was t o  make a food/gear drop f o r  some e x p l o r a t i o n  
on the  N .€ .  r i d g e  the f o l l o w i n g  week. Owing t o  the  heavy snowfa l l s  i n  June, 
the t rack  was unrecognizable i n  places, as so many l a r g e  t rees  had been f l a t -  
ened across i t  (as per most of  the South West). 

Re-taping as we went, c rawl ing  r a t h e r  than walk ing up the r idge,  over and under 
l a r g e  t rees  we f i n a l l y  reached the top i n  the record (slow) t ime o f  9 hours. 

A f t e r  d igg ing  ou t  the dam next  morning, we headed f o r  home, ironically almost 
swimming a l l  the waq due t o  r a i n  overn igh t .  The prev ious day had been i n c r e d i b l y  
d ry ,  the half-way creek o n l y  boast ing two stagnant poo ls  

MT ANNE N.E. R I D G E  22-27th October 

Par ty :  P h i l l  H i l l  
Alec Marr 
Nick Hum (22nd 23rd) 
Martyn Carnes (s.C. S . )  (22nd-24th) 

Reaching the rescue t r a c k  t o  f i n d  M t  Anne look ing  resplendent wtth a f resh  dus t i ng  
o f  snow, we se t  o f f  t o  c l imb  the r i dge .  NFek and I arriving I n  t h e  for lunch, 
were ab le  t o  enjoy views o f  M t  Rufus and FrencMwns Cap ta t he  b r t h ,  Harr t  Htns 
t o  the South i t  was such a f i n e  day. 

By way o f  passing the afternoon, I checked o u t  the do l rnes  a longstde Ann.A.Kananda, 
the nearest  being on l y  h a l f  as deep as the  l a t t e r  was passed by. 

The nex t  d o l i n e  o f fe red  two entrances which would need d igg ing  I n  o rder  t o  nego- 
t i a t e  them f u r t h e r  which i n  view o f  o the r  f i n d i n g s  on the r l d g e  I s  n o t  r e a l l y  
wor th  cons ider ing .  

1 r e jo ined  the o thers  f o r  an almost ' b i r d s  eye'  v iew o f  K e l l e r s  C e l l a r  before 
r e t i r i n g  i n t o  the Ann.A.Kananda d o l i n e  f o r  the  n i g h t .  

Next day, Nick, M a r t i n  and I se t  ou t  t o  bottom K e l l a r s  C e l l a r  l eav lng  Alec t o  take 
photographs as he was unable t o  p r u s i k  due t o  an accident  Fn Splash Pot the 
prev ious week. 

Described t o  me as "absei l ing  i ns ide  a g i a n t  pepper shaker" Kel l e r s  l ived up t o  
t h i s ,  as i t  has th ree  entrances and the e n t i r e  1 1 8 ~  p t t c h  i s  f r e e  hanging I f  
r igged c o r r e c t l y .  'Sheer b----y l u x u r y '  as we were us ing  8.5mm Blue Water. 

A few photographs were taken a t  the bottom, a f t e r  which Mfck and I proceeded t o  
check o u t  the next  8M p i t c h  be fore  r e t u r n i n g  t o  J o i n  Martyn, who had a l ready  
made h i s  way o u t .  



The f o l l o w i n g  morning Nick returned t o  Hobart w h i l e  we planned t o  make a deport  
a t  Col-in-Cavern, checking ou t  the r i d a e  en-route. 

A f t e r  n e a o t i a t i n g  K e l l a r s  Ce l l a r ,  which i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  w i t h  heavy packs, we 
p icked up an o l d ,  w e l l  c u t  t r a c k  which I be l i eve  was pu t  i n  by T.C.C. 1970. 

Although overgrown, i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  easy t o  f o l l o w  tak ing  us pas t  f i v e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  entrances, several o f  which were p a r t l y  explored by T.C.C. i n  Jan 
1971. 

Unable t o  r e s i s t  temptat ion,  Martyn attempted a l a rge  r i f t  type entrance, w h i l e  
Alec kept watch and I went on f o r  a glimpse o f  Co l - in  Cavern. 

Returning t o  the o thers ,  I heard a l a rge  ' rumble '  f rom the ' R i f t '  f o l lowed by 
s i l ence .  Martyn had j u s t  had a f a l s e  f l o o r  co l lapse under h i s  f e e t  l eav ing  
him suspended on the rope. 

Emerging from the hole,  look ing  pale bu t  composed he s ta ted  "You nea r l y  had a 
he1 i cop te r  r i d e  t h a t  t ime!  ! !" 

Shor t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  Martyn decided t h a t  bush bashing was n o t  h i s  idea o f  f un  and 
would r e t u r n  t o  Hobart the f o l l o w i n g  day, depos i t ing  food and water where we were, 
we headed f o r  the ho le  t h a t  was 'home' once again. 

Due t o  t h i s  evolvement the t r i p  was reduced Prom exp lo r i ng  new holes t o  s imply 
and f r u s t r a t i n g l y  look ing  i n t o  them as Alec and I could no t  manage the t a c k l e  
between us. We were then c a r r y i n g  four teen l i t r e s  o f  water,  none having been 
seen by us on the r i dge .  

Awakening t o  another b r i l l i a n t d a y ,  we se t  o f f  again, Martyn r e t u r n i n g  t o  Hobart, 
u n s e l f i s h l y  c a r r y i n g  as much o f  our t ack le  as he could, as Alec and I planned 
t o  descend from the o ther  end o f  the r idge.  

Making up f o r  l o s t  t ime we reached Col-in-Cavern i n  l* hours c o l l e c t i n g  our  pre- 
v ious  day ' s  drop en-route, t o  be rewarded by a magn i f i cen t  v iew o f  the  Col 
backed by 150 metre + c l i f f s  h i g h l i g h t e d  by the sun. 

Seven hours I s r d r  found us a t  the end o f  the r i d g e  having come across many pro- 
mis ing  holes on the way. The most appeal ing being an open sha f t  2 metres accross 
which Alec t imed as tak ing  a dropped rock 32-74 seconds t o  reach the  bottom w i t h  
a f r e e  f a l l / r a t t l i n g  combination. 

Next morning our  boots resembled cast  i r o n  they were so d ry  and we s t i l l  had no t  
found water,  even the yabbie holes were empty. 

We s t a r t e d  the  day by examining an entrance f i r s t  found by T.C.C. i n  November 
1971, bu t  t o  which no one has returned s ince.  As repor ted a t  t he  t ime, i t  i s  
approximately 30 f e e t  h igh  and l 5  f e e t  'wide. A 40' entrance p i t c h  leads t o  
another 40' p i t c h  a t  the  bottom o f  which the f l o o r  appears t o  s lope i n t o  an 
i nde f i nab le  p i t c h .  

I t  might o r  might n o t  go, the next few weeks w i l l  reveal a l l ? ! !  

During the  r e s t  o f  the day f i v e  more entrances were found i n  and around the  same 
area. A good camping cave w i t h  an e l u s i v e  water supply nearby rounded the  day 
o f f  n i c e l y .  

That evening as the  smoke from an A . N . M .  burn-off  s e t t l e d  on to  the r idge,  
obscur ing every th ing ,  we f e l t  'homely' ,almost l i k e  being back i n  Ann.A,Kananda. 
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Next day having one l a s t  task, we headed f o r  'homet. 

The f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  our  he igh t  was l o s t  i n  the f l r s t  hour descending t o  a spot  t h a t  
from a e r i a l  photos looked promis ing f o r  resurgences. 

Although th ree  entrances were found, a f t e r  sho r t  crawls they went i n  shaf ts ,  so 
much f o r  resurgences, 1 thought!  

Nine hours l a t e r  found us back a t  the road a f t e r  spending the r e s t  o f  the day 
'wa lk ing  on a i r '  due no t  t o  being ' h i g h '  bu t  the a t roc ious  h o r i z o n t a l  on the 
lower slopes, made worse by snow damage as mentioned prev ious ly .  There i s  s t i l l  
p l e n t y  o f  room f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  the  area. 

Due t o  Martyn having taken h i s  v e h i c l e  t o  Hobart con ta in ing  our  c lo thes ,  money 
e tc . ,  I h i t ched  i n t o  Maydena t o  phone Trevor, the o n l y  person home a t  the t ime. 

Wh i l s t  I wai ted a t  Max's Trevor organised a l i f t  home f o r  us i n  the  form o f  
Jenny and Mike who k i n d l y  came t o  chauf feur  us home a r r i v i n g  a t  2.00 am f o r  
a longed f o r  bath and bed. 

Thanks again t o  Max, Trev, Mike and Jenny f o r  saving us from the d e l i g h t s  o f  
a n i g h t  on Scot ts  Peak Road. 

PHILL HILL 



SERENDIPITY - EXPLORING, EXPANDING 5 th  November, 1983 

Par ty :  1s t  Group: S .  Nicholas 
J. McKinnon 
C .  Davies 
R .  Eberhard 

2nd Group: N. Hume 
S.  Eberhard 
T. Wailes 
M. Edwards 

With the s l i g h t l y  h igher  temperatures and longer days some o f  the more demanding, 
caving t r i p s  are  a c t u a l l y  happening. Serend ip i ty  had earned i t s e l f  a  ra the r  
foreboding repu ta t i on  w i t h  o n l y  3 bottoming t r i p s  i n  as many years. 

The f i r s t  one was a g r u e l l i n g  exp lo ra to ry  t r i p  which stuck i n  many o f  the p a r t y  
memberst minds as being the "hardest" t r i p  i n  the F lo ren t i ne .  This  was p a r t l y  
d isproved by the second t r i p  i n  which more cave passage was found bu t  a t  the  
cost  o f  l eav ing  gear behind i n  a p a r t l y  derigged system whi lecoaxing and c a j o l i n g  
a somewhat hypothermic p a r t y  member t o  the sur face.  The t h i r d  t r i p  was by a 
mainland group o f  A1  War i ld  and J u l i a  James e t  a l .  

For once there was no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  vo lun teers  - everyone capable and some no t  
q u i t e  so, were queueing up t o  go. The t r i p  even tua l l y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  two groups 
o f  f ou r ,  the f i r s t  group was t o  r i g  the cave and exp lore  the f u r t h e s t  and pre-  
sumptuously hoping f o r  a break-through i n t o  Growling Swal le t !  The second group 
would descend and cont inue surveying as f a r  as poss ib le ,  then e x i t  and de - r i g :  
"Brave Fools". The t r i p s  were expected t o  l a s t  over 1 2  hours and everyone 
wondered j u s t  how t h i s  h i g h l y  d isorganised a t t a c k  was going t o  t u r n  o u t .  

The f i r s t  group was given 3 hours s t a r t  w i t h  the idea t h a t  they would make the 
h o r i z o n t a l  lower l e v e l  and r e l i e v e  the w a i t i n g  around on p i t ches .  

The second group c o n s i s t i n g  o f  th ree  of  the o r i g i n a l  bottoming p a r t y ,  p lus  
Mike Edwards squeezed through the entrance s l o t  w i t h  very  l t g h t  t a c k l e  bags, 
found t h e i r  way through the i n i t i a l  boulder  co l l apse  and down cl imbed the 
w a t e r f a l l  i n t o  s o l i d  cave. 

The stream i s  fo l lowed u n t i l  i t  f lows i n t o  a narrow f i s s u r e  where a sho r t  c l imb  
i s  ascended on the r i g h t  which leads v i a  a crawlway i n t o  l a r g e r  d ry  passage w i t h  
many leads and chambers running o f f .  Cathedral p i t c h  was soon reached and 
descended. The con t i nu ing  Cast igate Crawl was q u i c k l y  completed t o  where the  
Eagles Nest t raverse  l ed  t o  the  second pitch,"Deimos". Both the f i r s t  and 
second p i t ches  are  over 30 metres i n  superb sha f t s ,  t he  lower p o r t i o n  oftlDeimos" 
i s  wet. The chamber i s  the conf luence o f  the  o r i g i n a l  s t m m  p lus  another one 
o f  equal f low;  the  now l a r g e r  stream f lows down a h a r d l i n e  p i t c h  i n t o  Serpent ine 
Passage and t o  a small area o f  roo f  co l l apse  which marks the t h i r d  and o r i g i n a l l y  
we t tes t  "Deluge" p i t c h .  

The second bottoming t r i p  saw the placement o f  a b o l t  i n  the t raverseover  the 
p i t c h  t o  avo id  the  main t o r r e n t  o f  water. As t h i s  was badly placed, a second 
b o l t  was placed by A1 War i ld  on the  f o l l o w i n g  t r i p .  A f t e r  t h i s  p i t c h  o f  20 
metres more narrow serpent ine leads t o  another break down area above the  f i n a l  
s h a f t .  The p i t c h  i s  r igged from the balcony through a window t o  a ledge 30M 
down where i t  i s  rebelayed f o r  the  next drop o f  20M past a f a l s e  f l o o r  of 
breakdown t o  r e j o i n  " the t1  stream o f  "a" stream before  the  f i n a l  6M p i t c h .  A 
c l imb  down over boulders g ives way t o  the base o f  a l a rge  water f a l l  which 
f lows o f f  down a low crawl i n t o  the f i n a l  sec t i on  o f  a c t i v e  stream passage t o  
a low sump-l ike grave l  crawl ( .s .s .  182) 
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We commenced the survey from a  p o i n t  c l ose  t o  the base o f  the l a rge  w a t e r f a l l ,  
along the con t i nu ing  f o s s i l  passage mentioned i n  S.S. 182. Trevor Wailes took 
book w h i l e  Mike Edwards he ld  the dumb end o f  the tape. Stefan Eberhard read 
the  instruments as N ick  Hume checked out  the var ious  leads. The survey ran 
smoothly t o  a  T  j unc t i on ,  down stream led  t o  a  sump (pseudo) and a  couple o f  
avens i ssu ing  a  small amount o f  water .  A s i de  passage was noted which Nick 
looked a t .  As he had not  returned when we re t raced our steps, we fo l lowed 
him f i n d i n g  a  good draught b lowing inwards. The ph rea t i c  passage opened i n t o  
a  low chamber p a r t l y  f i l l e d  w i t h  t a l u s .  Here we met Nick who repor ted squeezing 
between b locks t o  an area conta in ing  two r i f t s ,  one o f  which c a r r i e d  the draught.  
As the survey was the main concern t h i s  area was ignored bu t  w e l l  noted. 

On our r e t u r n  t o  the T  j u n c t i o n  the o ther  group was met on t h e i r  way o u t .  
Rolan repor ted what they had found and drew a  rough sketch o f  the leads we 
should e i t h e r  push o r  survey. I t  was f o r t u n a t e  we met the o the r  group here as 
the survey shows the con t i nu ing  upstream passage was less than 0.5M wide and 
passing each o ther  would have been awkward. This  narrow h igh  serpent ine r i f t  
cont inues f o r  the next 500m w i t h  o n l y  one ra the r  novel d i s t r a c t i o n ;  an aven 
appears t o  te rminate  the stream passage b u t  a  c l imb up t o  a  t o r r e n t  lashed 
ledge revealed a  smal l S l o t   h he French Connect ion)  wh i ch  l ed d  i r e c t  l y  t o  a  down 
c l imb  i n t o  a  p a r a l l e l  unconnected streamway. The narrow serpent ine passage 
cont inued a t  a  steeper grade and f i n a l l y  began t o  widen. On some o f  our  
survey sheets the longest legs recorded were 5M on one and 7 . 5 M  on another - 
a l l  very tedious.  The widening passage was j o ined  by another i n l e t  which seemed 
t o  mark a  change i n  character  o f  the cave and very soon gave way t o  a  l a rge  
chamber w i t h  several  d i f f e r e n t  ways on. 

The f i r s t  group had looked around t h i s  area and a f t e r  a  b i t e  t o  ea t  and c o n s u l t i n g  
Rolan 's  sketch map, we cont inued surveying w i t h  r e l i e f  up the l a r g e s t  passage we 
could f i n d .  The passage we chose was wide, h igh  and dry .  The mud c l imbs over  
b locks proved awkward but  the na ture  of  t h i s  p a r t  o f  the system was very  re f resh ing .  
The l a rge  passage f i n a l l y  lowered t o  a  c a l c i t e  choke and a  lead was fo l lowed t h a t  
Rolan had marked. This  was surveyed through some small c l a s s i c  p h r e a t i c  development 
u n t i l  a  stream could be heard down a  r i f t .  Rolan had noted t h i s  b u t  n o t  descended. 
Nick and I  f r e e  cl imbed down on ly  t o  f i n d  i t  was the same serpent ine r i f t  t h a t  we 
had surveyed throught  t o  the  l a rge  chamber p rev ious l y .  Stefan and Mike returned 
the way t h q h a d  come look ing  a t  a  couple o f  leads as Nick and l fo l lowed the sho r te r  
rou te  back t o  t5e chamber. Here we ate,  had a  brew and took stock o f  our s i t u a t i o n .  
Mike 's  lamp had a l ready  f a i l e d  and he was us ing S t e f ' s  carb ide,  S t e f l s  lamp looked 
s i c k  so he conned me out  o f  my carb ide,  my lamp appeared O.K. as d i d  N i c k ' s .  To 
cont inue any more surveying could even tua l l y  d r a i n  our l i g h t  resources as we l l  asus  
menta l l y .  I t  was decided t o  terminate our aims here and head o u t .  

The h a l f  k i l ome te r  o f  narrow serpent ine was hard on cave packs and c l o t h i n g  as the 
best forward mot ion was gained by s l i d i n g  shoulders along the passage w a l l .  A t  
length  we reached the spot where we had l e f t  our  S.R.T. gear next t o  the "Phobos" 
w a t e r f a l l .  We q u i c k l y  geared up and s t a r t e d  ou t .  Mike was a l ready having t r o u b l e  
w i t h  the carb ide  which l a t e r  turned out  t o  be a  leak i n  the carb ide  rese rvo i r ,  
however, we a l l  ascended t o  the Balcony a f t e r  some readjustments t o  the  p ro tec to rs .  
Nick and I agreed t o  d e r i g  so Mike and Stefan would be together  w i t h  the carb ides 
and the packs con ta in ing  ropes from Phobos. "Deluge1' p i t c h  i s  s t i l l  wet f o r  the  
f i r s t  ten metres o f  the ascent and f r e e i n g  onesel f  from the rope a t  the head o f  t h i s  
p i t c h  i s  awkward. As I a r r i v e d  Mike and Ste f  were s t i l l  p l ay ing  carb ides b u t  even- 
t u a l l y  moved o f f  as Nick and I began t o  de r ig .  The narrow serpent ine t o  the  I1Handline" 
p i t c h  i s  very f r u s t r a t i n g  w i t h  heavy t a c k l e  bags, bu t  w i t h  t h i s  sec t i on  completed 
Nick derigged as I wai ted f o r  Mike t o  f i n i s h t h e  ascent o f  'IDeimost'. As communication 
on t h i s  p i t c h  i s  non e x i s t a n t ,  Mike and Stef tandem prusiked t o  t h e i r  shared d isgus t .  
Stef c o u l d n ' t  ge t  o f f  the rope a t  the head o f  the p i t c h  because o f  Mike 's  weight  and 
Mike c o u l d n ' t  see anyth ing as the carb ide  lamp had exp i red  long beyond hope. I t  was 
on t h i s  p i t c h  t h a t  1 discovered my lamp, too, was on the  way out ,  i n  more ways than 
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one. A t  the top of  the p i t c h  sa t  Mike w i t h  a ho le  i n  the  base o f  h i s  lamp, 
Stefan w i t h  a severely  clogged j e t  and myself  w i t h  the l a s t  fad ing  remnants 
o f  vo l tage.  Nick ascended and w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  I helped him d e r i g .  We f i n a l l y  
a l l  se t  o f f  en mass w i t h  S te f  leading w i t h  a "Tekna" l i g h t ,  Mike ho ld ing  
h i s  shoulder as I he ld  Mike 's  and N ick  w i t h  a l i g h t  t h a t  b l i nded  us a l l  showing 
the way from the rea r .  

"Cast igate Crawl" passed s lowly  and we sa t  i n  the dark a t  the base o f  
"Cathedral" having a smoke l e t t i n g  our dy ing b a t t e r i e s  accumulate some power 
t h i n k i n g  t h i s  l a s t  p i t c h  and i t ' l l  be a l l  over.  We ascended and sa t  i n  
the dark again having another smoko then p u l l e d  up the t a c k l e  bags, sa t  i n  
the dark w h i l e  Nick prus iked up, then headed s lowly  ou t  t o  a miserable r a i n i n g  
n i g h t  i n  the F l o r e n t i n e  " ra in1 '  f o r e s t .  

The t r i p  back t o  the cars weas i n t e r e s t i n g l y  squa l i d  w i t h  on ly  N i c k ' s  l i g h t  
g i v i n g  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  the t r a c k  ahead. 

I t  had been a good product ive  t r i p  l a s t i n g  12 hours w i t h  over 800 metres o f  
cave surveyed and more leads t o  look a t  next  t ime. 

TREVOR WAILES 

THROUGH D I V E  AND SURVEY OF KUBLA KHAN RESURGENCE, PLUS TWO FREE BONUS CAVES 

13th-14th November, 1983 

The d r i v e  up was "kool and froody" as usual w i t h  innumerable encores o f  S te fan 's  
"sex" song on h i s  new casset te  - rad io .  La ter  t h a t  morning 1 found myself 
s tanding i n  a small water f i l l e d  hole, weighed down by tw in  a i r t a n k s  w i t h  
th ree  l i n e  r e e l s  at tached t o  var ious  p a r t s  o f  my anatomy, w h i l e  a s i m i l a r l y  
a t t i r e d  Stefan sor ted through the  massive tang le  i n  our  l i n e  r e e l .  Thus began 
a t y p i c a l  cave d i v i n g  weekend a t  Mole Creek. 

The i n i t i a l  resurgence passage was submerged because o f  recent  heavy r a i n s ,  
enab l ing  us t o  swim over a shal low sec t i on  t h a t  i s  normal ly  an awkward por tage 
du r ing  summer. i se t  o f f  f i r s t ,  l a y i n g  the 500 odd metres o f  l i f e l i n e  i n t o  
the  f i r s t  a i rspace not  bo ther ing  t o  surface i n  the numerous a i r b e l l s  a long 
the way. A f t e r  f i n n i n g  f o r  some 200 metres the f i r s t  l i n e  r e e l  ran dry,  a t  
which p o i n t  1 t i e d  on the second and cont inued on, bumping i n t o  the  w a l l s  and 
roo f  on occasions. A f u r t h e r  200 metres had exhausted the second l i n e  r e e l ,  
theref rom 1 went on to  the t h i r d  and f i n a l  one which hope fu l l y ,  would leave 
s u f f i c i e n t  i n  reserve f o r  the next  two d ives i n t o  Kubla proper .  

I a r r i v e d  i n  the f i r s t  a i rspace a f t e r  some 35 minutes under water and proceeded 
t o  l i e  p e r f e c t l y  s t i l l .  Stefan surfaced 10 minutes behind me, b rand ish ing  
compass and s l a t e ,  coughing numerous complaints about t r y i n g  t o  survey i n  t he  
wake o f  my s i l t a t i o n .  Here we broke open my w a t e r t i g h t  ewings bag e x t r a c t i n g  - 
suuntos, book and some tobacco, cont inued w i t h  the  survey. Dense smoke makes 
f o r  d i f f i c u l t  surveying we soon r e a l i s e d .  

A f t e r  reducing the v i s i b i l i t y  even f u r t h e r  we se t  about s p l i t t i n g  the t w i n  
a i r  tank sets i n t o  f resh  s ing les  f o r  the next  d ive .  The d i v e  proved t o  be 
longer than expected a t  117 metres and e f f e c t i v e l y  used up our  remaining 
l i n e .  We decided t o  leave our  gear a t  the s t a r t  of the  second a i rspace and 
do the survey t o  the t h i  r d  and f i n a l  sump, c l  imbing over impressive mud 
dunes through a couple o f  roo f  s n i f f s  u n t i l  roof f i n a l l y  met water.  The 
whole a i rspace remains on the roughly 300 bear ing  o f  the r e s t  o f  the 
system and i n  places (see included survey) i t  i s  very spacious Indeed. 
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Nearly a l l  survey legs were 50 metres; the ex ten t  o f  our measuring tape. 

We returned t o  the f i r s t  a i rspace t o  see if we cou ld  scrape together  enough 
l i n e  t o  f i n i s h  the cave. For tunate ly  there  was 50 metres o f  i t  on a  h a l f  
bu r i ed  ree l  l e f t  over from our  prev ious d i ve  o f  18 months ago. This  was 
wound on t o  a  proper l i n e  ree l  and tes ted  out  O.K. A f t e r  some d iscuss ion  
o f  our p o s i t i o n ,  we went back through the  second sump and t ranspor ted  a  s i n g l e  
se t  o f  gear t o  the t h i r d .  

Stefan d ived f i r s t ,  w h i l e  I  wai ted as h igh  ou t  o f  the water as 1 could ge t  
t o  keep warm, ho ld ing  onto the end o f  the l i n e  as i t w a s  the o n l y  s u i t a b l e  
anchor p o i n t  thereabouts. Fee l ing  what was going on through the l i n e  
"vibes" helped pass the time. S te fan 's  r e t u r n  inc luded a  l o t  o f  eye r o l l i n g  
and animal ye lps from which 1 concluded t h a t  he had been successfu l ,  then i t  
was my tu rn .  We q u i c k l y  exchanged gear and I raced throught  the  murk t o  
sur face i n  a  lake  of  foam (funny how foam surfaces look l i k e  s o l i d  from 
below) next  t o  an insane ob jec t  I soon r e a l i s e d  was a  s t a l .  A shor t  f lounder  
l a t e r ,  I was standing on a d ry  f l o o r  i n  "Cairn Ha l l " ,  f e e l i n g  modest ly 
s a t i s f i e d  and a f t e r  t u r n i n g  out  the l i g h t s ,  returned t o  a  w a i t i n g  Stefen. 

Our e x i t  from the cave was speedy and p leasant  desp i te  the considerable gear 
stowing and checking requ i red  back i n  the f i r s t  a i rspace.  The f i n a l  d i v e  
(our e i g h t h  t h a t  day) dragged on, a l l e v i a t e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  by reading the 
elapsed d is tance on the marked l i n e .  A small leak i n  my second stage 
gave me something t o  t h i n k  about, w h i l s t  unbeknown t o  me, Stefan was s u f f e r i n g  
minor entanglements somewhere behind me. I wai ted about 10  minutes a t  the 
cave entrance before he f i n a l l y  surfaced, s t i l l  swearing through h i s  regu la to r .  
We both had had an extremely enjoyable e i g h t  hour t r i p  under water/ground. 

MONDAY 14th November: KOHINOOR 

Unloading the mountain o f  gear from the Subaru made us very  vunerable t o  w e l l  
meaning passing m o t o r i s t s  who stopped t o  ask i f  we were O.K. Despi te t h i s  
nuisance, we crawled i n t o  soggy wet s u i t s  and c a r r i e d  the t h i r t y  cub ic  f o o t  a i r  
tank the s h o r t  d is tance t o  ~ohinoor ;  o n l y  promis ing sump. 

Once again the highwater l eve l  came t o  our a id ,  t h i s  t ime e n t i r e l y  e l i m i n a t i n g  
a  greasy mud s lop  we would normal ly  have had t o  negot ia te .  Stefan was p r e t t y  
keen t o  "get h i s  face wet" and proceed t o  d i v e  the very  c l e a r  water.  He was 
s t i l l  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  about 4-5 metres below the sur face u n t i l  coming i n  
contac t  w i t h  the slope, then the s i l t a t i o n  came on. F ind ing  the p rev ious l y  
open look ing  sump t o  narrow o f f  i n t o  a  less  than promis ing look ing  r i f t  he 
attempted t o  push t h i s ,  bu t  repor ted i t  t o  be doub t fu l ,  even assuming a  s ide  
mounted tank (he was us ing  a  back pack).  Tota l  d is tance penetrated was 
perhaps less  than 20M, so concluding one more quest ion mark! 

That a f te rnoon we located the entrance t o  Union Care. I t  went t h rough .  t o  the 
ducks f o r  a  look see . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

D I VERS : 
Nick Hume 
Stefan Eberhard 
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MT ANNE N.E.  RIDGE 19-21 November, 1983 

Party :  Phi1 l Hi1 l 
Nick  Hume 
Mike Edwards 
Alec Marr 

Returning t o  the North East Ridge v i a  a  new rou te  the going was found t o  be 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  easy, almost p leasant .  S ix  hours a f t e r  leav ing  the car ,  found 
us comfor tably  s i t u a t e d  i n  the  "Posturepaedic B i v v i "  as named by Alec i n  an 
i nsp i red  moment. 

The r i d g e  i s  worth v i s i t i n g ,  i f  on ly  f o r  t h i s  B i v v i  Cave as i t  o f f e r s  a  view 
along the r i d g e  t o  M t  Anne and the Pedder impoundment below. 

Next day dawned b r i g h t  and sunny, a  bonus f o r  nav iga t i on  on the r idge.  F i r s t  
on the agenda was the d o l i n e  w i t h  a  10M h igh  entrance. Unfor tunate ly ,  as 
thought, the cave chocked o f f  a f t e r  two 13M p i tches ,  i n  a l a rge  t a l u s  p i l e .  

Retrac ing our steps along the r i dge  towards M t  Anne, i n  the hope o f  f i n d i n g  
the l a rge  s h a f t  which Alec and P h i l l  found on t h e i r  prev ious t r i p .  Th is  
s h a f t  proved e lus i ve ,  however, several o the r  entrances were found t h a t  had 
been missed before.  Mike was nominated t o  descend i n t o  one o f  these sha f t s  
which a f t e r  the i n i t i a l  10M p i t c h ,  went i n t o  a  f u r t h e r  sho r t  p i t c h  t h a t  was 
a l s o  descended t o  end i n  another boulder  choke. Some o f  the o the r  sha f t s  
could be worthalook a t  sometime i n  the f u t u r e .  

To round the day o f f ,  we had a  look a t  a  cave, h i g h  up on the end o f  the  
r i d g e  "Nemesis". The entrance i s  a  sho r t  7 M  crawl t o  a 28M p i t c h  which 
Nick and P h i l l  descended. The chamber a t  the base o f  t h i s  p i t c h  had 
several r e f t s  leading from i t ,  one o f  which lead t o  another p i t c h  t h a t  
was p a r t l y  blocked, bu t  should prove easy t o  c l e a r  f o r  the next  keen 
p a r t y ?  ! l  

A r r i v i n g  back i n  camp a t  8.00pm we s e t t l e d  down t o  cook d inner  w h i l e  watching 
the sun set  behind M t  Anne, before r e t i r i n g  f o r  the n i g h t .  

Next day we ardLe  l a t e  and headed back t o  the v e h i c l e  and a r e f r e s h i n g  bathe 
i n  the pool a t  the ca r  park, 33 hours a f t e r  leav ing  the r idge.  

The North East r i d g e  o f  M t  Anne holds the deepest cave i n  A u s t r a l i a  - 
Ann.A. Kananda, the two longest s i n g l e  s h a f t s f K e l l e r s  C e l l a r '  and 

' D e s i c a t o r ' ,  115m and 120m respec t i ve l y ,  an outstanding topographical  
f ea tu re  i n  Col-in-Cavern as w e l l  as some o f  the f i n e s t  k a r s t  i n  the 
s t a t e .  

With a l l  o f  these fea tures ,  the N.E .  Ridge remains ou ts ide  o f  the  S.W. 
Nat ional  Park Boundry and i s  t he re fo re  unprotected. Why????? 

PHlLL HILL 




