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CLUB TRIVIA (AND EVEN SOME REAL NEWS) 

.L Ste fan  i s  back f rom work ing  i n  South A u s t r a l i a  and Mike and M a r i l y n  Mar tyn have 
re tu rned  f rom a  year  i n  Melbourne complete w i t h  a  m in i -Mar tyn  now about  e i g h t  
months o l d .  Mike has even threatened t o  go cav ing  aga in  a f t e r  h i s  f i n a l  exams 
i n  A p r i l .  

.L S h o r t l y  the  nex t  ASF News le t t e r  w i l l  appear ( i t  i s  a t  the  p r i n t e r s  now), and 
i n  i t  w i l l  be a  brochure d e t a i l i n g  Speleomania, t he  nex t  ASF Conference. I f  
you a re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  p lease  f i l l  o u t  the  form and g i v e  i t  t o  Stu o r  
J ~ C ~ ~ S C S ! )  i n  o rde r  t h a t  the f i l e s  can be complete.  I f  you d o n ' t  a t t end ,  you 
may ge t  dragged i n t o  h e l p i n g  anyway! 

.I. This  mag con ta i ns  more o f  Steve Bunton 's  r av i ngs .  The nex t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  even 
more, as w e l l  as the  r e s t  o f  A r t h u r  C l a r k e ' s  a r t i c l e  promised t h i s  month. 
F i r s t  t ime through t r i p s  d o n ' t  occur  ve ry  o f t e n  so t h a t  s t u f f  took precedence. 

CAVE NUMBERING - JUNEE FLORENTINE 

Caves were numbered on Tuesday 17 January 1984 by Rolan Eberhard, A l b e r t  and Judy Goede. 
We improved the marked r o u t e  from F ros t  Pot (JF 347) t o  Los t  Pot and a l s o  surveyed 
the rou te .  

LOST POT: The ent rance i s  found a t  the  bot tom o f  a d o l i n e .  The s l o p i n g  
ent rance i s  approx 1 metre wide and 1.5 metres h i gh .  Number was p laced  on 
rock face  on l e f t  when f a c i n g  ent rance.  

PlTTA PATTA POT: Pot  6 o f  Benson and Hedges Ser ies .  The en t rance  i s  a  
s h a f t  approx 1.5 X 3 metres across.  The number was p laced  on the  l imes tone  
w a l l  o f  a  smal l  d o l i n e  immediately ad jacen t  t o  t he  p o t  as no s u i t a b l e  
rock face cou ld  be found near the  edge o f  the s h a f t .  

Un-named p o t .  Pot 7 o f  Benson and Hedges Ser ies .  The en t rance  i s  a  s h a f t  
approx 3 X 6 metres i n  d iameter .  The s h a f t  i s  o n l y  a  few metres away 
from the  edge o f  a c l i f f e d  d o l i n e .  The number was p laced on a  f l a t  rock  
near the edge. 

POX POT: Pot 8  o f  Benson and Hedges Ser ies .  Sha f t  has r i f t - l i k e  en t rance  
1 X 4 metres i n  d iameter .  Very c l ose  t o  JF 354.  Number p laced on f l a t  
rock  su r f ace  near edge. 

GUNGE POT: Pot 9 o f  Benson and Hedges Ser ies .  Sha f t  w i t h  t r i a n g u l a r  
en t rance  about 1 metre i n  d iameter  s e t  i n  armchair-shaped d o l i n e  about 3 
metres ac ross .  Number p laced  on s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  rock  i n  f r o n t  o f  ent rance.  

Un-named p o t :  Pot 10 o f  Benson and Hedges Se r i es .  The ent rance i s  a  s h a f t  
approx 1 metre  across.  I n  absence o f  rock face  number was p laced  sideways 
on a  10 cm d iameter  m y r t l e  t r e e  immediately above ho le .  Blue tape a l s o  
on t h i s  t r e e  w i t h  y e l l o w  tape on ad jacen t  5 cm d iameter  t r e e .  

Un-named p o t :  Pot 12  o f  Benson and Hedges Ser ies .  Entrance i s  a  s h a f t  
approx 2 X 3 metres i n  d iameter  and i s  t he  l a r g e r  one o f  two. Number was 
p laced  on a  s l o p i n g  rock  1 metre f rom the edge. Th i s  s h a f t  i s  surrounded 
by a  number o f  as y e t  un-named s h a f t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Gash Pot and t h ree  
ent rances t o  Menage-a-trois.  

A l o c a t i o n  map and c ross - sec t i ons  o f  these seven po tho les  were pub l i shed  i n  Speleo 
Sp ie l  No 185  arch 1983). 

ALBERT GOEDE 
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CAVE NUMBERING - JUNEE FLORENTINE - 11/2/84 

JF 337 

JF 359 

JF 360 

JF 361 

Two o the r  

SLAUGHTERHOUSE POT: Th is  one i s  the  one and o n l y  ent rance t o  the  p o t .  I t  
i s  about 50 cm wide by 40 cm and s lopes downward a t  a  g e n t l e  ang le .  The 
number was p laced  on a rock face  t o  the  r i g h t  o f  the  ent rance.  

About a  year  ago I numbered the  l a r g e r  o f  the  two ent rances i n  t he  d o l i n e  
as JF 343 and i n c o r r e c t l y  r epo r t ed  i t  i n  Speleo Sp ie l  185, page 3, as 
an en t rance  t o  Slaughterhouse Po t .  JF 343 te rmina tes  i n  an i npene t rab le  
f i s s u r e  a f t e r  o n l y  5  metres.  Depth i s  es t imated  a t  3 metres.  I t  has 
no connec t ion  w i t h  Slaughterhouse Pot.  Please c o r r e c t  your  records .  - 
Small un-named cave approx 5  metres long and 2 metres deep w i t h i n  t he  
I ce  Tube d o l i n e .  The ent rance i s  a  v e r t i c a l  s l o t  approx 3 metres h i g h  
and up t o  1 metre wide. I t  i s  ve r y  muddy and may take some o f  t he  
creek o v e r f l o w  under c o n d i t i o n s  o f  extreme f l o o d i n g .  The number was 
p laced  a t  eye l e v e l  on the  l e f t  w a l l  when f a c i n g  inwards. 

Th is  i s  the  upper ent rance t o  I ce  Tube. The en t rance  i s  w i t h i n  t he  
I ce  Tube d o l i n e  bu t  a t  a  h i ghe r  e l e v a t i o n  than the  s t ream ent rance 
(JF 345).  The ent rance i s  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  and t r i a n g u l a r  i n  cross-  
s e c t i o n  be ing  approx 1 . 5  metres wide and 3 metres h i gh .  The stream can 
be heard through i t .  The number was p laced under an overhang on t h e  
l e f t  w a l l  when f a c i n g  the  ent rance.  L i g h t  f rom t h i s  ent rance can be 
seen i n  the streamway when t he  cave i s  en te red  v i a  t he  usual  (345) 
ent rance.  

Small un-named s w a l l e t  c l o s e  t o  I ce  Tube. Some 100 metres be fo re  
reaching the  Ice  Tube d o l i n e  the t r a c k  crosses a smal l  t r i c k l e  o f  wa te r .  
The p o i n t  i s  marked by a  b l u e  and orange tape on a t r e e .  The ent rance 
i s  about 5 metres downstream f rom t h i s  p o i n t  and c o n s i s t s  o f  a  v e r t i c a l  
f i s s u r e  approx 1 . 5  metres l ong  and 40 cm wide w i t h  t he  water  pou r i ng  
i n t o  i t .  The ent rance p i t c h  i s  about 5 metres.  The number was p laced  on 
a s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  face a t  the ent rance.  Rolan Eberhard t e l l s  me he has 
exp lo red  t h i s  h o l e  and t h a t  i t  becomes t oo  t i g h t  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  
a f t e r  the  ent rance p i t c h .  

ma t t e r s  o f  i n t e r e s t :  

1) I have re - rou ted  the b ranch -o f f  t r a c k  t o  Slaughterhouse Pot through open 
f o r e s t .  The t u r n - o f f  i s  now a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  a long  t he  t r a c k  bu t  i s  s t i l l  
marked by double b l ue  tape on a t r ee .  

On the way back I  had a good l o o k  a t  JF 39, the  l o c a t i o n  o f  which was po in ted  
o u t  t o  me by T revor  Wai les.  I t  i s  o n l y  about 50 metres f rom Growl ing Swa l l e t  
b u t  i s  on the  oppos i t e  s i d e  o f  t he  s t ream f rom the  t r a c k  and r a t h e r  w e l l  
h idden f rom view. The en t rance  i s  a  h i g h  f i s s u r e  about 2 metres wide a t  the  
base. The lower p a r t  i s  comp le te ly  b locked by sediments. The upper p a r t  has 
a  d e f i n i t e  ent rance which cou ld  be reached by someone who i s  a  b e t t e r  c l imbe r  
than I am. As f a r  as I know i t  has n o t  been i nves t i ga ted .  I t  would be w e l l  
wor th  a  l ook  as the  f i s s u r e  i s  obv ious l y  a  f o s s i l  s i n k i n g  p o i n t  f rom the  
Growl ing Swa l le t  stream. I t  may w e l l  l ead  i n t o  an upper l e v e l  system. 

ALBERT GOEDE 

CARRY ON UP THE FLORENTINE!! 

Ac to rs  and Jes te r s :  F r i day  - Alec Marr,  Stephen Bunton. 
Saturday: Trevor  Wai les,  Rolan Eberhard, Geoff  lnnes and 

Stephen Bun ton  
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F r i day  1 3  January 1984 

The a la rm sounded a t  7.00 am i n  the  Junee Homestead. I q u i c k l y  arose, keen f o r  an 
e a r l y  s t a r t .  We b o t h  b reak fas ted  be fo re  A lec  announced " i f  we a re  go ing  t o  do Owl 
Pot then I need a  few more hours s leep. ' '  I read about Douglas Mawson u n t i l  he 
su r faced  aga in  and by 10.00 am we were i n  the ANM Concession. 

I nav iga ted  t o  t he  Tassy Pot p a r k i n g  space up Nine Road, bu t  l e t  A lec  d i r e c t  us t o  
Owl Pot.  B a s i c a l l y ,  I knew where i t  was bu t  when we g o t  i n t o  the  bot tom o f  t he  
d o l i n e  t he re  was no cave! !  We bashed around the  h i l l  a  b i t  and i n t o  the  nex t  
d o l i n e  - t h a t  was Three F a l l s  f o r  sure.  I t  was t o o  h o t  and i n  t r o g  gear we were 
overdressed. 

I f i n a l l y  l oca ted  t he  cave on t he  s i d e  o f  t he  d o l i n e  we o r i g i n a l l y  en te red .  The 
s l i g h t l y  (dare I  say i t )  u n f i t  A lec  then had an e p i c  t o  j o i n  me. A t  the  ent rance he 
announced he wasn ' t  up t o  a  6 hour  t r i p .  A t  t h i s  r a t e  i t  would have taken 10 hours .  
I wasn ' t  w i l l i n g  t o  waste t he  day. 

We contented ourse lves  w i t h  a  s l a c k  t r i p  through Welcome Stranger .  Both o f  us 
contented ourse lves  w i t h  t a k i n g  photos,  h a p p i l y  shoo t i ng  o f f  a  r o l l  each - more money 
f o r  M r  Kodak. I had the  conce i ted  task  o f  pos ing  f o r  my own photos because, a l though  
he l i k e s  i t  a l o t ,  A l e c ' s  r e f l e c t i v e  taped helmet and brown condura cav ing  s u i t  d o n ' t  
come up so w e l l  on c e l l u l o i d .  

Tomorrow we would do Owl Pot i f  the proposed S e r e n d i p i t y  t r i p  d i d n ' t  
t y p i c a l  F r i day  the 13th saga. 

Saturday 14 January 1984 

Both o f  us up e a r l y  a t  7.00 am. Well b reak fas ted  we then began t he  

come o f f .  A 

i f  anyone from Hobart  was coming up the mountain.  
be fo re  10.00 am w i t h  Rolan and Geoff  i n  i t .  Trevor  
o f  h i s  second f a v o u r i t e  h o l e  - Growl ing Swa l l e t .  A  
Hobart  than do Growl ing again ,  besides h e ' d  been t o  

long w a i t  t o  see 
T r e v o r ' s  c a r  m a t e r i a l  i sed  s h o r t l y  
was go ing  t o  show me the  d e l i g h t s  

l e c  dec ided he ' d  r a t h e r  go t o  
the  end so t h a t ' s  i t .  

Trevor  i s  obsessed by l e n g t h  o r  a t  l e a s t  Growl ing.  As soon as we were i n s i d e  the  
ent rance he had some survey ing  f o r  us t o  do. The water  l e v e l s  were down so t he  smal l ,  
i n t r i c a t e  Yorksh i re  Dra ins beneath the ent rance d o l i n e  were the  t a r g e t .  These 
passages which s p i r a l  down t o  reconnect w i t h  the  main passage have cons tan t  d r i p p i n g  
o f  water  f rom the c e i l i n g .  I n  h i g h  wate r  they would be almost impassable. 

Fu r t he r  down the cave i t  became obv ious t o  Geoff  and I t h a t  we h a d n ' t  done enough 
Growl ing t r i p s .  Rolan and Trevor  f l e w  through the cave bu t  Geoff  and I seemed t o  
f i n d  the  awkward way t o  do eve ry th i ng .  

Our o b j e c t i v e  i n  the  m idd le  ne the r  reg ions  o f  the cave was t o  e x p l o r e  a  lead  o f f  
Necros is .  I t  was Ro lan 's  sec re t  passage ( o r  whatever)  so he had t he  p r i v i l e g e  o f  
p u t t i n g  i n  the b o l t  f o r  the l adde r  p i t c h .  50 metres o f  Necros is  p h r e a t i c  passage 
l e d  t o  a  deep f l o o r  canyon. We f r e e - c l  imbed down t h a t  be fo re  needing t o  r i g  the  
ladder  f rom the  b o l t .  Th i s  y i e l d e d  more se rpen t i n i ous  s t ream canyon, abandoned and 
v i r g i n a l .  Downstream she was f i l t h y  l i k e  a  French woman and upstream a  mere 10 m 
away i t  ended. A huge c y l i n d r i c a l  aven was the  source o f  the  water  f o r  t h i s  lower  
canyon which sumped i n  mud a f t e r  a  mere 30 m o f  passage. You w in  some and Rolan has 
l o s t  a  few s i nce  I ' v e  been e x p l o r i n g  w i t h  him. 

We re tu rned  t o  the  ca rs  and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t he  gate,  b u t  a l a s ,  we were over  t ime. I 
was under the b e l i e f  t h a t  the  6.00 am t o  10.00pm hours generous ly  p e r m i t t e d  f o r  
main landers  a p p l i e d  a l s o  a t  weekends. However, a t  weekends t he re  i s  no a f t e rnoon  
s h i f t .  We imposed upon the good na tu re  o f  the  gatekeepers t o  l e t  us ou t ,  f o r  which 
we were most t h a n k f u l .  

A  q u i c k  t r i p  back t o  Hobart  a l l owed Geoff  t o  pack h i s  toys be fo re  an e a r l y  f l i g h t  
home t o  Sydney nex t  m r n  ing.  

STEPHEN BUNTON 
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THE FIRST TRAVERSE I .T .  - G . S .  

P a r t y :  Steve Bunton, P h i l  H i l l ,  Rolan Eberhard, N ick  Hume, T revor  Wai les 

When I ce  Tube was i n i t i a l l y  bottomed a r a t h e r  t i g h t  r i f t  was looked a t  above the  
sump, bu t  was pushed o n l y  a few metres u n t i l  i t  became " imposs ib ly"  narrow. 
Growl ing S w a l l e t  had con t inued  t o  expand beyond t he  Trapdoor Stream "sump" through 
Herpes I l l ,  Necros is  and on i n t o  M a i n l i n e  where t he  most p romis ing  i n l e t  proved t o  
be the I ce  Tube stream. Th i s  passage was f o r ced  and surveyed by A1 War i ld .  S te fan  
Eberhard and Trevor  Wai les .  The connec t ing  passage was c a l l e d  "Mothers" and t he  
narrowest  s e c t i o n  named F a l l o p i a n  R i f t  wh ich ended a t  Shouters Corner. 

Both o f  these events have been repo r t ed  i n  Speleo Sp ie l  and o f f e r e d  a through t r i p  
t o  anyone w i t h  enough conf idence t o  p u l l  down t he  f i r s t  rope and commit themselves. 

Steve Bunton 's  Tasmanian exper ience was drawing t o  i t s  conc lus i on  w i t h o u t  hav ing  
had a se r i ous  F l o r e n t i n e  type cav ing  t r i p .  Wi th  l i g h t e n i n g  speed an I ce  Tube- 
G r o w l i ~ g  Swa l l e t  through t r i p  was arranged and organised.  The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
snagged rope no t  p u l l i n g  down was very  r e a l  so e x t r a  ropes were taken as insurance.  

Spending Wednesday n i g h t  a t  the  homestead l i s t e n i n g  t o  va r i ous  o u t  o f  "tune" 
vo ices  r ende r i ng  choruses o f  "go home you main land I l l e g i t i m a t e s "  t o  the  
accompaniment o f  t r a i l  b i k e  engines a t  2.00 am gave us an e a r l y  s t a r t  f o r  the t r i p .  
O rgan i sa t i on  once i n  the concession a t  the  end o f  the  8 Road was somewhat slow, 
bu t  p o s i t i v e .  The walk  up t o  I ce  Tube ent rance was as much a g r i n d  as I remembered 
i t  t o  be. I s t i l l  cannot understand the p leasure  some people ge t  f rom f a l l i n g  over  
logs,  s l i d i n g  on r o o t s  and g e n e r a l l y  c r a w l i n g  through the  bush on a l l  f ou r s  dragging 
a heavy pack w i t h  100 m o f  B lue water  wrapped round your neck as t he  loops ca t ch  on 
branches and t h rea ten  t o  hang you?! Now cav ing  i s  something e l s e  which i s  f u n ! !  

The d o l i n e  eventuated o u t  o f  the r a i n  f o r e s t  and the  f i n a l  p repa ra t i ons  were made. 
The guard we had l e f t  a t  the ent rance had e x p i r e d  and the b l o a t e d  h a l f  eaten carcass 
o f  a wa l laby  l a y  between dark  d o l e r i t e  cobbles i n  the a lmost  d r y  stream bed, so 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d r i n k i n g  the  water  through t he  cave was suspect .  

Wi th  the water  l e v e l  so ve ry  low we were ab le  t o  descend the  f i r s t  p i t c h  "Phred's 
?own fa l l "  w i t h o u t  r ebe lay i ng  over  the k n i f e  edge o f  "Malcome's Cuss". Th i s  was 
a p leasan t  p i t c h  a f t e r  see ing i t  i n  heav ie r  f l o w  and knowing how unpleasant  i t  
cou ld  have been. A t  t he  base o f  t h i s  p i t c h  P h i l  and I  took a deep b r e a t h  and w i t h  
crossed f i n g e r s  p u l l e d  the rope through.  We were committed. Our o r i g i n a l  be lay  
p o i n t  f o r  the second p i t c h  had d i s i n t e g r a t e d ! !  Hence Rolan was busy p l a c i n g  a b o l t  
o u t  o f  the normal f l o w  o f  the p i t c h .  A l ong  t i eback  t o  a f l a k e  o f  rock ac ted  as 
a secondary be lay .  Rolan and N i ck  descended the  p i t c h  and moved on q u i c k l y  t o  
the "shor t  p i t c h "  a f t e r  the  "Placebo E f f e c t "  t r ave rse .  Steve f o l  lowed b u t  missed 
the rou te  and s t a r t e d  t o  descend a p i t c h  i n  t he  wet r o u t e  be fo re  r e a l i s i n g  h i s  
m is take  and c o r r e c t i n g  i t .  P h i l  w a i t e d  a t  the base o f  t he  second p i t c h  
"Degenerated Man" f o r  me as problems arose a t  the top .  The rope had t w i s t e d  i n  the 
narrowest  s e c t i o n  and had jammed my rack.  Th is  was a p o t e n t i a l  problem f o r  a l l  
us i ng  racks,  however, w i t h  a few Armstrong moves I managed t o  descend and we b o t h  
p u l l e d  the rope down and stowed i t  i n  a pack. The secondary be lay  had been 
removed and was packed f o r  the  Placebo E f f e c t  t r ave rse .  Route f i n d i n g  i n  t h i s  r i f t  
i s  t o  some degree i n t r i c a t e  as the h i g h  l e v e l  i s  f o l l owed  t o  a mud f i l l  where the  
descent i s  made t o  the  second l e v e l .  The r o u t e  doubles back under i t s e l f  t o  a 
chockstone t h a t  marks the  nex t  c l i m b  down i n t o  more d e f i n i t e  f o s s i l  stream passage. 
I t  was a t  the  chockstone where we were showered w i t h  d e b r i s  from the  passage 
above! Very s t range ,  as i t  happened a t  the p o i n t  where P h i l  who was on t he  c l i m b  
needed f u l l  concen t ra t i on .  To one s i d e  the  r i f t  opens up t o  l a r g e r  dimensions 
where i n  w e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  the stream "pumps" ominously and can be heard throughout  
the d r y  f o s s i l  s e c t i o n .  The passage was f o l l owed  down two s h o r t  narrow c l imbs  
where b u l g i n g  rope packs were cursed. The t h r e e  d ry  p i t c h e s  were e f f i c i e n t l y  
descended w i t h  the  p u l l  down on the l a s t  "Ramp" p i t c h  l e f t  t o  Steve and I .  The 
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100 metre rope was pu l  l e d  f rom here t o  t he  top  o f  the  "Fabulous Spangley" p i t c h  
where the  o t h e r  100 m was j o i n e d  and t i e d  o f f  through a c rab .  f o r  t he  70 m descent.  

Some t ime was spent  here making su re  t he  rope hung w i t h o u t  t w i s t s  o r  kno ts  as t he  
ledge 50 metres down would have two 50 m end ropes t o  lower over  t he  nex t  20 m drop 
and t h i s  would take t ime.  But these p o t e n t i a l  hazards were overcome and a smooth 
descent was made by a l l .  The c o n t i n u i n g  passage t o  t he  nex t  " K i l l i n g  Joke" p i t c h  
c lsua l lv  needs a hand l ine ,  bu t  w i t h  the  wate r  so low the  c l i m b  was an easy, r e l a t i v e l y  
d r y  one. Th is  was the p i t c h  where p o t e n t i a l  major  problems cou ld  have a r i s e n  on t he  
s p i r a l  descent bu t  aga in  the  rope t e s t  p u l l  proved good and a f t e r  a l l  descending, 
the rope aga in  p u l l e d  smoothly through. 

A 1  W a r i l d  on h i s  s o l o  t r i p  had p l aced  a b o l t  on the penu l t ima te  p i t c h  "Maelstrom", 
as f a r  away from the  main water  f l o w  as p o s s i b l e .  Th i s  i s  i n  a r a t h e r  novel  p o s i t i o n !  
The rock  i n  t h i s  area i s  f i n e l y  bedded w i t h  sha le  so t he  b o l t  was pu t  i n  t he  
l a r g e s t  area o f  s o l  i d  rock a v a i l a b l e .  I t  was an awkward take o f f  and a back up 
s l i n g  was made from p r o j e c t i o n s  f u r t h e r  back i n  t he  streamway. The s l i n g  ac ted  as 
secondary be lay  and a l s o  hand l i ne  which was removed w i t h  g r e a t  ca re  a f t e r  us i ng  i t  
t o  th read  the rope through my rack !  We l l ,  i t  was my s l i n g ! !  A s t r o n g  draught  wa i t ed  
t o  c h i l l  us as we s tood examining the n o t o r i o u s  " F a l l o p i a n  R i f t "  a t  t he  f a r  s i d e  o f  
the f i n a l  I ce  Tube p i t c h  "Never Forever". None o f  us had a c t u a l l y  been through t h i s  
supposedly nas ty  s e c t i o n  o f  r i f t  so we were no t  e n t i r e l y  sure o f  t he  e n t r y  p o i n t .  

Above the connec t ion  r i f t  t he re  i s  a l a r g e  suspected open passage. Very d i f f i c u l t  
t o  g a i n  e n t r y  t o ,  f rom t h i s  area bu t  some concen t ra ted  e f f o r t  cou ld  g i v e  some 
p o s i t i v e  rewards. 

The rock above the f i n a l  p i t c h  i s  q u i t e  sha t t e red  i n  t he  area where Rolan would have 
l i k e d  t o  have p u t  a b o l t ,  bu t  a p i t o n  was used ins tead .  Any f u t u r e  t r i p s  should  no t  
r e l y  on t h i s  be lay p o i n t .  A smal l  ledge was n o t i c e d  i n  the  r i f t  t h a t  was thought  t o  
conceal the e x i t  passage. Rolan pendulumed o n t o  t h i s  ledge ( t h e  p i t o n  be ing  eyed 
w i t h  concern by most o f  us) and h i s  r e p o r t  was t h a t  t h i s  ledge was the  c r u c i a l  
connec t ion  p o i n t .  N ick  prepared t o  f o l l o w  Rolan by dumping a l l  excess b u l k  f rom h i s  
pack. Needless t o  say the  ham, b a r b i  shapes and sard ines  d iscarded  by N i c k  were 
c a r r i e d  through the r i f t  i n  the  r e s p e c t i v e  stomachs o f  Steve, P h i l  and myse l f !  I t  
was noted t h a t  Steve Bun ton 's  mouth s i z e  i s  d i r e c t l y  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  the  amount 
o f  f r e e  food e n t e r i n g  i t .  

Descending l a s t  t o  the ledge and be ing  hauled i n  by P h i l ,  markers were p laced  t o  
make the  e n t r y  p o i n t  obv ious f o r  t h e  nex t  group t o  come through. Wi th  the  rope 
packed away and a1 l of  us c o n f r o n t i n g  " the" tube, s low p rogress  was made. Rolan 
and Phi l were a1 ready through down t o  "Shouters Corner". Steve had some disagreements 
w i t h  h i s  pack ;S t o  the bes t  way on. Th i s  s h o r t  15 m t r a v e r s e  i s  awkward - no t  
t i g h t ,  bu t  smal l  and t e c h n i c a l .  The l a r g e  p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  rough rock  snag c l o t h e s  
and packs, graze knees and h i p s  and takes l o t s  o f  pa t i ence  and s t r e n g t h  t o  ge t  packs 
through.  The descent i s  a t  the  obv ious p o i n t  where the  stream can again  be seen; 
i n  t ime t h i s  w i l l  become smooth and t reacherous as w i l l  t he  "Fa l l op i an  Tube" become 
s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  and l ess  s l i p p e r y .  Once i n  t he  stream a t  l 'Shouters Corner" t he  t r i p  
i s  no t  "over".  Mothers Passage i s  leng thy  and smal l  i n  dimension. Time and use 
may compress the  mud s l i g h t l y  b u t  a l s o  i t  w i l l  become more greasy and compact. 
The stream i s  no t  f o l l owed  as the  l a r g e r  sec t i ons  o f  the  passage c a l l  f o r  c l imbs  
up t o  more spacious sec t i ons  o f  r i f t  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  emerging a t  " P o t e n t i a l  Pot", 
the  o n l y  r e a l  r e s t  area a f t e r  l e a v i n g  I ce  Tube. The ledges i n  t he  Mothers r i f t  
a re  t h i c k  w i t h  d r i e d  mud. Managing a heavy cave pack through t h i s  passage i s  the  
u l t i m a t e  p a i n  o f  the whole t r ave rse  between the  two ent rances,  ve ry  t i r i n g  and t ime 
consuming, ve ry  l i t t l e  f r i c t i o n  and w i t h  ve ry  few p o s i t i v e  ho lds .  

Once through i n t o  M a i n l i n e  t he  go ing  ge t s  e a s i e r  bu t  do n o t  underest imate the  
Growl ing Swa l l e t  complex - t r i c k y  c l imbs  i n t o  Necros is ,  p i t c h e s ,  c raw ls  and narrow 
stream passages make f o r  s low progress w i t h  cave packs begging t o  be d iscarded .  
The f i n a l  c l i m b  up i n t o  the Slaughterhouse p o t  avens h u r t s  as does t h e  t r a v e r s e  o f  
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the  R i f t  s e r i e s  t o  the  sump area o f  the Growl ing Entrance streamway. As always t h i s  
130 m c l i m b  t o  the  ent rance was the  u l t i m a t e  g r i n d  b u t  f rom the  i n c a r c e r a t i o n  o f  
rock  i n t o  d a y l i g h t ,  s p i r i t s  r i s e .  

An e x c e l l e n t  t r i p ,  Ph i1  and Steve had a  few problems f o l l o w i n g  us o u t  which slowed 
them some, bu t  t he  u l t i m a t e  through t r i p ,  be i ng  c l o s e  t o  3.5 km ent rance t o  
ent rance,  over .  H a l f  a  k i l o m e t r e  o f  v e r t i c a l  range separates the  two and encompasses 
an i n f i n i t e  s e r i e s  o f  cave exper iences.  

V i t a l  notes t o  i n t e r e s t e d  throuah t r i ~  ~ a r t i e s  

Our t r i p  was run  under p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  f i v e  members who were f i t  and 
capable.  Times o f  t r a v e r s e  ranged between j u s t  under 8 hours t o  j u s t  over  93 hours .  
The e a s i e s t  s e c t i o n  o f  the  t r i p  f rom the cars  was the  r e t u r n  wa lk  f rom the Growl ing 
ent rance c l o s e l y  f o l l owed  by the bo t toming  o f  I ce  Tube!! The t r e c k  up to  I ce  Tube 
ent rance i s  o n l y  the  s t a r t  o f  a  long  day. F a l l o p i a n  R i f t  and Mothers Passage should  
be taken w i t h  g r e a t  respec t  w i t h  t a c k l e  bags as should  Necros is  and t h e  R i f t  s e r i e s .  
I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  know the Growl ing system. I t  i s  permanent ly r i gged  bu t  i t  i s  
complex and no t  j u s t  a  run through. Persons o f  b u l k  should  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i f  
i t  i s  wor th  a  rescue. F a l l o p i a n  Tube i s  no t  spacious and once beyond t h i s  s e c t i o n  
a rescue k i t  should  i nc l ude  a  l e t h a l  i n j e c t i o n !  However, i t  i s  a  ve ry  e x h i l e r a t i n g  
and s a t i s f y i n g  g r i n d / t r i p .  

TREVOR WAILES 

I C E  TUBE/GROWLING THROUGH TRIP - A FEW HINTS 

I n  February t h i s  year  A u s t r a l  i a ' s  deepest through t r i p  was completed f o r  the  f i r s t  
t ime.  Th is  i nvo l ved  a  descent o f  I ce  Tube ( - 345  metres) on double  ropes, and then 
a  t r ave rse  o f  perhaps 4 km o f  d i v e r s e  h o r i z o n t a l  cave t o  emerge f rom t h e  main 
Growl ing Swa l le t  ent rance.  I t  must c o n s t i t u t e  one o f  the  most s p o r t y  and v a r i e d  
t r i p s  i n  the  coun t ry .  Cons ider ing  the  undoubted se r i ous  na tu re  o f  the  caves 
invo lved  and i t s  obv ious appeal as a  popu la r  s p o r t i n g  t r i p ,  below a re  a  few h i n t s  
f o r  would be through t r i p p e r s .  

A rescue from any p a r t  o f  the  system would be a  h o r r i f y i n g  p rospec t  and t h e r e  i s  
a  good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  someone i n j u r e d  bad ly  would succumb t o  exposure long  
be fo re  they cou ld  be e x t r a c t e d  f rom the  cave. Any through t r i p  must be a  w e l l  
p lanned a f f a i r  by p r e f e r a b l y  a  smal l  e f f i c i e n t  team. I ce  Tube can be excess i ve l y  
wet a t  t imes, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  lower  s h a f t s ,  and p a r t i e s  should be prepared t o  ge t  
a  drenching i f  the  wate r  l e v e l s  a re  any th i ng  b u t  sub-normal. Dur ing  the  i n i t i a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  w i n t e r  1982 i t  was necessary t o  a b s e i l  and p r u s s i k  v i r t u a l l y  i n  t he  
f u l l  f o r c e  o f  30 and 40 metre w a t e r f a l l s .  However, d u r i n g  the  through t r i p  ve ry  
d r y  c o n d i t i o n s  and rev i sed  r i g g i n g  o f  some p i t c h e s  meant o n l y  a  m i l d  sp ray i ng  was 
rece ived.  I t  should  be born i n  mind t h a t  Growl ing has been known t o  f l o o d  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  the  main streamways a r e  impassable. I n  October 1982 a  p a r t y  r e t u r n i n g  
f rom a  survey t r i p  i n  the  B lack R i ve r  were f o r ced  t o  w a i t  t h ree  c o l d  hours i n  the  
Windy R i f t .  Water had backed up f rom the  f i r s t  sump and f l ooded  t he  lower s e c t i o n  
o f  the main streamway and the  p a r t y  dec ided t o  a l l o w  the  wate r  t o  subs ide r a t h e r  
than r i s k  a  swim i n  the  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t .  What f l o w  c o n d i t i o n  would be r e q u i r e d  t o  
make M a i n l i n e  impassable, o r  how bad ly  the Trapdoor Stream f l o o d s  i s  n o t  known 
and i t  i s  p robab ly  bes t  i f  i t  s tays  t h a t  way. The t r i p  should  no t  be at tempted i f  
t he re  i s  any p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  heavy r a i n  and, a l t hough  e x t r a  gear i s  a  disadvantage, 
spare food and an emergency space b l anke t  would be app rec i a ted  by anyone f o r ced  t o  
w a i t  f o r  one reason o r  ano ther .  

Once the f i r s t  rope has been p u l l e d  down, as i de  from w a i t i n g  t o  be rescued, a  
p a r t y  i s  committed t o  comp le t ing  the  descent and e x i t  f rom the  lower ent rance.  On 
t he  February t r i p  two 100 metre leng ths  o f  9 mm Bluewater  rope and 50 metre 
leng ths  o f  Beal and Bluewater were taken. T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  a  s i n g l e  100 metre rope 
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would be s u f f i c i e n t ,  however, the  number o f  ropes a l lowed more than one p i t c h  t o  be 
r i gged  and descended a t  the  same t ime,  as w e l l  as be ing  a  s a f e t y  f a c t o r  i n  t he  event  
o f  a  rope becoming s tuck  on a  p i t c h  o r  s i m i l a r  mishap. The q u a n t i t y  o f  rope a l s o  
proved a  cons iderab le  handicap f o r  the  p a r t y  o f  f i v e  d u r i n g  t h e i r  e x i t  through 
Growl ing.  The p i t c h e s  were r i gged  a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  f rom b o l t s  o r  tape anchored t o  
n a t u r a l  be lay  p o i n t s ,  and obv ious l y  a l l  r i g g i n g  gear remains i n  t h e  cave. I t  should  
be understood t h a t  any f u t u r e  t r i p s  t h a t  u t i l i s e  the gear,  do so ve r y  much a t  t h e i r  
own r i s k  as most o f  the  tape and ka rab ine rs  l e f t  were, i f  any th i ng ,  o f  cons ide rab le  
age and t h e i r  r e l i a b i l i t y  cannot be guaranteed. A b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how the  cave 
was r i gged  i s  g i ven  below. Refer  Speleo Sp ie l  No 177 f o r  survey.  

PlTCH 1 :  25  m. The rope was hung f rom a  p i ece  o f  tape and i t  was necessary t o  drop 
s t r a i g h t  down the w a t e r f a l l  and n o t  use t he  pendulum rebe lay .  

PlTCH 2 :  22 m.  A b o l t  was p laced  a t  the edge o f  t h i s  s h a f t .  A back-up anchor p o i n t  
would be d e s i r a b l e  as the rock i s  no t  e n t i r e l y  s o l i d .  

PlTCH 3 :  7 m .  Tape t i e  o f f .  

PlTCH 4 :  19 m. Tape t i e  o f f .  

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  avo id  P 3  and P 4  by a  s i n g l e  8 metre wet p i t c h  i n  t he  
streamway. Th is  j o i n s  the  bypass v i a  an awkward r i f t  and c l imb  a t  t he  
base o f  P 4 .  The d ry  r ou te  i s  more popu la r .  

PlTCH 5 :  29 m. Tape t i e  o f f .  

PlTCH 6 & 60 m. These two p i t c h e s  were r i gged  as one and t i e d  o f f  t o  tape anchored 
PlTCH 7 :  from the two b o l t s  a t  t he  h e a d o f  the p i t .  

PlTCH 8: 44 m. T i ed  o f f  t o  the  b o l t s  a t  the  top .  A b o l t  (no hanger) A1  W a r i l d  
p laced h a l f  way down was no t  used. 

PlTCH 9 :  36 m. Rope hung from b o l t  w i t h  a  r a t h e r  dubious tape back-up. 

PlTCH 10: 1 3  m. I ns tead  o f  a b s e i l i n g  s t r a i g h t  down t h i s  p i t c h ,  the rope was hung 
from a  p i ece  o f  tape and p i t o n  on t he  s h o r t e r  a b s e i l  and pendulum t o  a  
ledge i n  t he  connec t ing  r i f t .  

Having reached the ledge (about 7 metres f rom the  base o f  t h e  r i f t )  i t  i s  impor tan t  
t o  l oca te  the  c o r r e c t  p o i n t  t h a t  leads i n t o  Growl ing.  The s t a r t  i s  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  
marked by an empty t i n  can and i t  i s  no t  d i f f i c u l t ,  a l t hough  unpleasant ,  f i n d i n g  the  
way through the nex t  10 metres o f  t i g h t  muddy r i f t .  Th i s  opens o u t  and one i s  a b l e  
t o  c l i m b  down t o  the base o f  the  passage below a t  Shouters Corner. G e t t i n g  packs and 
bodies through the  so -ca l l ed  F a l l o p i a n  R i f t  i s  p robab ly  the  most arduous p a r t  o f  the  
t r i p  and rope may be necessary when l owe r i ng  packs a t  Shouters Corner. The main 
sec t  i on  o f  Mothers Passage (see Speleo Sp ie l  No 186 f o r  survey)  t h a t  leads back t o  
M a i n l i n e  i s  a l s o  r a t h e r  unsavoury i n  na tu re .  I t  invo lves  severa l  hundred metres o f  
g r o v e l l i n g  and c r a w l i n g  u n t i l  a  d r y  aven i s  reached. Th i s  i s  a  good p l ace  f o r  a  
r e s t  and t he re  i s  t ime t o  cons ider  t h a t  now t h e r e  i s  o n l y  Ma in l i ne ,  Necros is ,  
Herpes I l l ,  Trapdoor Stream, Windy R i f t  and Growl ing S w a l l e t  between you and p leasan t  
t h i ngs  l i k e  t he  o u t s i d e  wo r l d .  A p r e - r e q u i s i t e  o f  comp le t ing  the  t r a v e r s e  i s  
f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  most o f  Growl ing S w a l l e t .  Th i s  p o i n t  cannot be over  s t ressed,  as 
the rou te  i s  a complex one, e s p e c i a l l y  through Necros is .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s t renuous 
i n  na tu re  and i t  i s  on the way o u t  t h a t  bu l ky  cave packs s u f f e r  heavy ve rba l  abuse. 
A l l  i n  a l l  no t  a  bad t r i p ,  i n  f a c t  i t ' s  f a i r l y  amazing r e a l l y !  

ROLAN EBERHARD 
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DIVING GORMENGHAST - November 1983 

P a r t y :  S N icho las ,  M Carnes, R Eberhard 

Gormenghast i s  a  t o r t u r o u s ,  g r o t t y  cave i n  which someone very  i ncons ide rab l y  p laced  
a  sump, n a t u r a l l y  r i g h t  a t  the  deepest p o i n t .  Th i s  murky pool  o f  water  130 metres 
under the  e a r t h  was the reason we s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  a  smal l (30 cu f t )  tank and 
assoc ia ted  d i v i n g  pa raphe rna l i a  i n t o  the depths o f  t h i s  nas ty  ho le .  The i n i t i a l  
cave below the en t rance  i s  met, loose and t reacherous,  fo l l owed by t r i c k y  c l imbs  
and capped o f f  by s q u a l i d  c raw ls  i n  the  lower h o r i z o n t a l  s e c t i o n .  

We a r r i v e d  a t  the sump, which i s  about as u n i n s p i r i n g  as t he  r e s t  o f  t he  cave. I t  
looked narrow, dec ided ly  unc lea r  b u t  obv ious l y  sha l low.  I generous ly  o f f e r e d  the 
o the rs  the honour o f  submersing themselves i n  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  l i t t l e  sump. They 
t o o  were generous and i n s i s t e d  I  have the p r i v i l e d g e  - very  nob le  o f  them! Thus, 
c l u t c h i n g  the pony tank by my s i de ,  the r e g u l a t o r  f i r m i y  c l u t ched  i n  my jaws, I  
t e n t a t i v e l y  i n s e r t e d  my body, f e e t  f i r s t ,  i n t o  the  sump. S t u a r t  f e d  t he  l i n e  o u t ,  
anchored around my w a i s t .  Abso lu te l y  zero v i s i b i l i t y ,  the d i v i n g  t o r c h  was 
obso le te  as I f e l t  my way a long  t h e  c o n s t r i c t e d  passage. S h o r t l y  my f e e t  made 
con tac t  w i t h  the c e i l i n g  and were k i c k i n g  i n  a i r .  I g r o v e l l e d  o u t  o f  the  water  and 
surveyed the stream c o n t i n u i n g  i t s  course a long  a  c h e e r f u l  wa l k i ng  type passage. 
Grea t !  I gave the  l i n e  two sharp tugs s i g n a l i n g  t o  S t u a r t  t h a t  I ' m  through.  
Dumping the d i v i n g  gear I t i e d  the  l i n e  o f f  and proceeded downstream a long  r a t h e r  
non-descr ip t  v i r g i n  bu t  never the less  comfor tab le  passage. A l l  t o  soon (40 metres 
l a t e r ? )  the c e i l i n g  lowered and t he re  was another  r a n c i d  l i t t l e  sump. A smal l  
bu t  deepisb pool  o f  murky wa te r ,  u n l i k e  the  f i r s t  sump i t  descends s t e e p l y .  Wi th  
my f e e t  I f e l t  a  sandy bot tom about 2 metres down and a  narrow passage c o n t i n u i n g  
apparen t l y  h o r i z o n t a l l y .  Leaving t h i s  f o r  someone who's r e a l l y  keen I headed back 
t o  the o t h e r s .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

JUNEE RESURGENCE - 28/1/84 

P a r t y :  R H o r t l e ,  R Eberhard 

The day was planned t o  be another  push i n  t he  gu ts  o f  Growl ing Swa l l e t ,  however, 
ANM f o r  one reason o r  another  had decreed t h a t  t he  F l o r e n t i n e  Va l l ey  was o u t  o f  
bounds. R ichard  and I were bo th  psyched up f o r  something and we decided t h a t  a  
t o u r i s t  d r i v e  through t he  f i r s t  sump o f  t he  Junee Resurgence would s u f f i c e .  An 
e a r l y  a f t e rnoon  s t a r t  saw our  a r r i v a l  a t  the  cave i n  ques t i on  and a  compara t i ve ly  
uneven t fu l  d i v e  ensued. Extremely low water  l e v e l s  made f o r  good v i s i b i l i t y  
(10-15 f e e t )  and the c u r r e n t  was no t  n o t i c e a b l e .  Once i n s i d e  For Your Eyes Only,  
R ichard l ay  down on a  cobble  bank bes ide the  stream, no doubt stunned by h i s  
awareness o f  t h i s  cosmic exper ience,  w h i l e  I went f o r  a  l e i s u r e l y  s t r o l l  and swim 
upstream. No th ing  much had changed and I spent  a  few minutes scowl ing  a t  the  
en igmat i c  sump 2 .  The d i v e  ou t  was t imed t o  take  n i n e  minutes.  

-ROLAN EBERHARD 

JF 10 "SPLASH POT" - 6 March 1984 

Pa r t y :  Mar tyn Carnes and N i ck  Hume 

I  was r a t i o n a l i s i n g  a  r a t h e r  irksome task  I would be faced w i t h  nex t  day, when 
Martyn rang; " . . . . . .  s p o r t i n g  t r i p ,  sounds good . . . . .  Splash Pot ,  haven ' t  been 
t he re  y e t ,  . . . . .". "The Great Excuse" had a r r i v e d .  

Narrow, s inuous passage l e d  from the  s i x  metre  ent rance p i t c h ,  down t o  p i t c h e s  of 
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17 metres,  10 metres and 20 metres r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  t h a t  were e f f e c t i v e l y  one drop 
i n t e r r u p t e d  by two ledges. Sens ib le  r i g g i n g  avoided t he  need f o r  rope p r o t e c t i o n  
a l t o g e t h e r .  

A lower than usual  stream fo l l owed  narrow r i f t  t o  a  s t r o n g l y  d raugh t i ng  s l o t  t h a t  was 
very  few inches wide. Th is  cou ld  n o t  be nego t ia ted ,  b u t  w ide r  passage c o u l d  be seen 
some 2 metres beyond. Q u i t e  a  p romis ing  spot  i f  some "bang" cou ld  be ob ta ined ,  a  
lump hammer be ing  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  en la rge  i t  owing t o  t he  genera l  conf inement o f  t he  
p l ace .  

Dry, ascending r i f t  con t inued  ove r  t h i s  f o r  some d i s t ance  be fo re  hope less ly  chok ing  
o f f .  No draught cou ld  be f e l t  here c o n t r a r y  t o  remarks made by Stuey N i c k  & Coy on 
the o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  done back i n  1973! Mar tyn s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  a  t i g h t  lead, o f f  
the r i g h t  s i de  o f  t h i s  passage ( i n d i c a t e d  as "not exp lored"  on t he  o r i g i n a l  survey)  
g a i n i n g  some 20 metres be fo re  g i v i n g  i t  away. 

Both o f  us f r e e  c l imbed the  s h o r t  ent rance p i t c h  on r e t u r n ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  r i s k  death 
o r  i n j u r y  than g e t t i n g  back i n t o  SRT gear.  So ended a tho rough ly  easy f o u r  hour t r i p .  
JF 9 was looked i n t o ,  f o l l owed  by the r e t u r n  walk,  d u r i n g  which g r e a t  p lans  ---- f o r  
f u t u r e  cav ing  were l a i d  . . . .  

NICK HUME 

FROST POT - 1 March 1984 

Par t y :  N ick  Hume and Mar tyn Carnes 

F r o s t  Pot ( JF  347) has f o r  q u i t e  some t ime now, t a n t a l i s e d  many a caver  w i t h  t he  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  would r e a l l y  go p laces.  Being about f i v e  minutes down t h e  t r a c k  
from Se rend ip i t y ,  hopes were h i g h  o f  a  connec t ion  between F r o s t  and Serendip.  

A f t e r  hav ing a l ook  down t he re  mysel f  on the  p rev i ous  weekend, I concluded t h a t  t he  
lead a t  the  bot tom was " t i g h t "  bu t  p robab ly  wo r t h  pushing, as i t  was a t i g h t  se rpen t i ne  
passage beckoning w i t h  "cave s i r e n "  charms. A f t e r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t he  
passage I q u i c k l y  became aware o f  the r e a l i t i e s  o f  g e t t i n g  s e r i o u s l y  s tuck ,  and i n  
v iew o f  the  f a c t  t h a t  no-one knew e x a c t l y  where I was, I d e c i d e d - t o  c a l l  i t  q u i t s  f o r  
the day. 

To c u t  a  long s t o r y  s h o r t ,  N i ck  expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  go ing  back f o r  ano ther  t r y ,  and 
as I was s t i l l  i n t r i g u e d  we d i d .  We descended t he  35 m and 20 m p i t c h e s  and b o t h  
t r i e d  ou r  bes t  w i t h  t he  passage and were f o r ced  t o  conc lude t h a t  i t  i s  humanly 
impassable. F r o s t  Pot i s  dead. 

Being o u t  o f  the cave e a r l y ,  we decided t o  wa lk  up t o  Los t  Pot,  where we poked o u r  
noses i n  as f a r  as t he  f i r s t  p i t c h .  We then walked a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  p a s t  t he  taped 
rou te  and found another  en t rance  which I b e l i e v e  S te fan  marked w i t h  orange tape. We 
spent an hour o r  so g e t t i n g  s h i t t y  up t o  t he  eyeba l l s  and removing l a r g e  bou lders ,  
o n l y  t o  conclude t h a t  f o r  t he  second t ime i n  a  day t he  cave d i d  no t  go. 

A l though unsuccess fu l ,  we were consoled by the  f a c t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  we knew once and 
f o r  a l l  t h a t  these ho les  a r e n ' t  wo r t h  b o t h e r i n g  w i t h .  

I b e l i e v e  we a re  a t  the  s tage where we need t o  f i n d  something new, t o  r e - k i n d l e  some 
cav ing  f e v e r .  Un fo r tuna te1  y  we must be prepared f o r  scrub-bashing and seemingly 
mundane t r i p s  such as the  one descr ibed  above. But we a i n t  gonna s t r i k e  i t  b i g  
s i t t i n g  a t  home, so l e t ' s  ge t  o u t  and do i t !  

MARTYN CARNES 




