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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Sat 14 A p r i l  Ida Bay t r i p  t o  a s s i s t  M F l i n t  E CO push and survey. 

16-17-18 A p r i l  Helpers needed f o r  Hutchins School caving/bush week. 

Weds 18 A p r i l  Committee meeting S t u a r t ' s .  BYO. 

Easter Lots of  p o t e n t i a l  t r i p s  - M t  Anne w i t h  VSA and t r i p s  w i t h  S S S  
Sat 21 A p r i l  i n  the F lo ren t i ne .  

Surveying, pushing, der igg ing  Pendant Pot. 

Anzac Day Growling Swal le t  i n t roduc to ry  t r i p  - a l l  welcome. 
Weds 25 A p r i l  

Sat 28 A p r i l  Pendant Pot i f  the t r i p  on 21 A p r i l  does not  eventuate. 

Sat 3 May Slaughterhouse Pot - Growling through t r i p .  

Weds 7 May General Meeting - S t u a r t ' s  place, 7 Rupert Avenue - BYO. 

Sat 10 May Any suggestions? 

EDITORIAL 

Unaccustomed as I am t o  w r i t i n g  e d i t o r i a l s ,  there  i s  no t  much t o  say t h i s  month 
(do I hear a cheer from the peanut g a l l e r y ? ) ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  l won' t  say 
"Well f o l k s  ..." ! Apparent ly t ha t  i s  not  going down too w e l l  w i t h  some f o l k s .  

Caving i s  caving i s  caving .... and i t ' s  s t i l l  happening as w e l l .  So a re  s o c i a l  
d i v i n g  t r i p s ,  and soc ia l  non-div ing t r i p s ,  and a l s o  the occasional break through 
i n  caves p rev ious l y  known but  thought t o  be choked a t  the entrance. See next 
month's Sp ie l  f o r  t h a t  j u i c y  b i t !  

The AGM has happened and was w e l l  attended. A b r i e f  repo r t  and l i s t  o f  newly 
e lec ted  persons appears i n s i d e  t h i s  e d i t i o n .  I t ' s  a p i t y  o the r  normal meetings 
a r e n ' t  t h a t  w e l l  at tended, bu t  then again no t  much usua l l y  happens a t  them anyway. 
Maybe t h a t  i s  something tha t  ought t o  be changed. 
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t he  assumed e d i t o r  f o r  t h i s  year  - t o  have an e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e  
- and the  e d i t o r  f o r  t he  pas t  few l i k e  t o  express my s i n c e r e  

nks t o  ou r  t y p i s t ,  Sue Wai les.  b a t t l e s  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
sc raw ls  and s c r i b b l e s  t o  produce t he  f i n i s h e d  form o f  the  magazine. As ide f rom t h a t ,  
she a l s o  looks a f t e r  Trev and young Gavin!  

STUART NICHOLAS 
THE E d i t o r  (again ,  aga in ,  aga in  . . .) - 

THE AGM THAT WAS 

Another c l u b  year  has gone and come as o f  31 March. Thanks t o  a l l  those who made t h e  
e f f o r t  t o  ge t  t o  the  recen t  AGM. Wi thou t  your  suppor t  nobody cou ld  be e l e c t e d ,  deposed 
o r  s u f f e r  any o t h e r  f a t e .  

The nex t  couple  o f  S p i e l s  w i l  l ( h o p e f u l l y ! )  c o n t a i n  t he  usual  r e p o r t s  from l a s t  y e a r ' s  
o f f i c e  beare rs ,  bu t  f o r  now a l i s t  o f  newly e l e c t e d  (yes,  we a c t u a l l y  e l e c t e d  people  - 
no press gang t h i s  yea r ! )  bod ies w i l l  s u f f i c e ,  t oge the r  w i t h  the  f i n a n c i a l  s ta tement .  

P res i den t :  T revor  Wai les (who e l s e ? ! )  

V ice P res i den t :  N i ck  Hume (koo l  and t rendy)  

Secre ta ry :  Ph i1  H i l l  (A .  ~ o m )  

Treasurer :  Mike Edwards (whiskered f i g u r e  watcher)  

Quar termaster  : 1 
S & R Coord ina to r :  ) Guess who?? S t u a r t  N i cho las !  ( g e r i a t r i c  branch o f  TCC) 
ASF Representat  i ve :  ) 

ASF C o u n c i l l o r :  ) 
Keeper o f  A rch ives :  ) 

A l b e r t  Goede (gent leman caver)  

Other  Committee members: S te fan  Eberhard ( t h e  renegade branch) 
A1 b e r t  Goede (as above) 
Mar tyn Carnes (ano ther  one o f  those Engl i s h  persons) 

TREASURER'S REPORT 1983/84 

Receip ts :  82/83 

Membershi p  and ASF fees 
Sp ie l  Subs 
Dona t ions 
Lamp H i  r e  
Gear H i r e  
M i  sc 
A r t i c l e  f o r  Examiner Newspaper 
Loan 
Grant - D i v  o f  Recrea t ion  (no te  1) 
I n t e r e s t  - Cheque account 

- Savings account 
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Expend i t u  r e  

Sp ie l  - P r i n t i n g  229.07 
- Pos ta l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  20.00 
- Postage 133.37 

S e c r e t a r i a l  
AS F 
Misc 
Repay Loa n 
Bank fees and taxes 
Gear (no te  2) 

Note 1 Th is  g ran t  has been rece ived  t o  a s s i s t  the  Club i n  p r o v i d i n g  cav ing  t r i p s  
f o r  the community. The f o l l o w i n g  gear has been ordered: 

2 X 30' ladders & t r aces  
6 X b a t t e r y  b e l t s  
6  X helmets 

These w i l l  c o s t  about $200.00. 

Note 2 Gear purchases: 

250 m 9  mm Bluewater 
200 m 1 1  mm Bluewater 
Carbide 
Survey gear 
Traces, l i g h t  p a r t s ,  e t c  

Cash Balance 

Cheque Account B/F 
Savings Account B/F 
Receipts 

Commen t S 

Cheque Account C/F 31.43 
Savings Account C/F 1261.89 
Expendi ture 1803.63 

Th i s  year e v e r y t h i n g  was b igge r  and b e t t e r  - more members (and t h e i  r f ees ) ,  more 
Sp ie l  subs and more misce l laneous income - p a r t i c u l a r l y  a  $600 g ran t  f rom the  
D i v i s i o n  o f  Recreat ion.  Un fo r t una te l y ,  we a l s o  had b igge r  expenses. The g r e a t e r  
number o f  members meant a l s o  g r e a t e r  ASF fees. I n  a d d i t i o n  t he re  were enormous 

o f  rope and many t races .  purchases o f  gear, i n c l u d i n g  450 m 

I f  the $600 g r a n t  i s  excluded, $60 
respons ib l e  Club management cannot 

To the  bes t  o f  my knowledge, the  f 
C lub 's  f inances .  

0  more was spent than was earned. A 
a1 low t h i s  t o  cont inue.  

i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  a r e  an accura te  record  o f  the  

R I  K TUNNEY 
HON TREASURER 1983/84 

w i t h  the o the rs  j u s t  on c l o s i n g  t ime a t  the Dover Ho te l ,  a f t e r  which I en joyed a slow 
t r i p  t o  Hobart ,  s i t t i n g  on wet rope, overdos ing on "Captain Beefheart" ,  i n  t he  back 
o f  M a r t i n ' s  van. On b e h a l f  o f  the  o the rs ,  thanks A r thu r ,  Mick and "Chook" f o r  a  
g r e a t  day, l e t ' s  do i t  aga in  soon. 



SPELEO SPIEL NO 196 
MARCH 1984 Paqe 4 

CLUB THINGS AND OTHER HAPPENINGS 

Through t r i p s  seem t o  be i n  vogue a t  the  moment. Ph i1  has done so many on double  
ropes l a t e l y  t h a t  h i s  rack  bars  have p a r a l l e l  wear grooves w i t h  no s i g n  o f  t h e  usual  
s i n g l e  groove! What do you do f o r  t h r i l l s  a f t e r  a  s o l o  t h r u - t r i p ? ?  

We have ach ieved r e c o g n i t i o n  a t  l a s t !  A t  a  recen t  pub-n igh t  a t  t he  Dog House, a  
f r e e  j u g  ( w i t h  beer i n  i t ! )  was produced by one o f  the  p r o p r i e t o r s .  A l though  a  
cover  charge i s  imposed occass iona l  l y ,  we as " regu la rs "  wi  l l genera l  l y  be adm i t t ed  : 

f r e e .  They a l s o  have a  spare room which can be used f o r  meet ings and so on. Thanks 
t o  the boys a t  t he  Dog House. 

One o f  ou r  "southern members", Helen S t e r l i n g   hook!), has headed o f f  t o  Melbourne 
and then f u r t h e r  overseas f o r  a  w h i l e .  Where she 's  go ing  and how long f o r  l d o n ' t  
know, bu t  no doubt w e ' l l  hear f rom her  a t  some s tage.  

For those i n t e r e s t e d  i n  French rubber  gear and o t h e r  European a i ds ,  Mar tyn Carnes 
has e s t a b l i s h e d  a  good con tac t  f o r  the supply  o f  P e t z l  cav ing  and c l i m b i n g  
equipment. He has ca ta logues ,  p r i c e s ,  and so on, as w e l l  as a  l o c k  on h i s  bedroom 
door ! 

Around Easter ,  Ch r i s  Davies i s  heading o f f  f o r  a  t h r e e  month "random t r i p "  round 
the n o r t h  i s l a n d  on h i s  BMW b i k e .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  Eas te r  he aims t o  be i n  South 
A u s t r a l  i a  and p lans  a r e  f o r  "Kool and the  gang" o r  " t rendy  N i c k  and the  
H i l l y b i l l y s "  t o  j o i n  him t h e r e  f o r  some Gambier s i n k  ho le  d i v i n g .  P i t y  yours  t r u l y ,  
the  E d i t o r ,  c a n ' t  go. 

S t i l l  on d i v i n g .  Plans a re  w e l l  under way ( t h r e e  months l a t e ! )  f o r  a  b i g  push i n  
the  Junee. Gear has been / i s  be ing  made, c o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  decompression t a b l e s  i s  
ex tend ing  l a t e  i n t o  the  n i g h t ,  and everyone i nvo l ved  i s  a c t u a l l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c !  
R o l l  on Master Cave . . . . . . . . .  

Another one o f  those E n g l i s h  persons 

A v i s i t ,  a l b e i t  s h o r t ,  by another  Pom occur red  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
o n l y  a  couple  o f  t r i p s  cou ld  be ar ranged,  b u t  i t  i s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t ake  
v i s i t o r s  cav ing  when most o f  us work d u r i n g  the  week. The guy ' s  name i s  
Paul Spence and he l e f t  the  f o l l o w i n g  no te  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  the  S p i e l :  

Paul Spence ) Craven Po tho le  Club 
The Rowans ) My paren ts  home. I w o n ' t  I v y  Cottage (nex t  door t o  Crown pub) 
Hu t ton  Lane ) be t he re ,  bu t  t h e y ' l l  Ho r t on - i n -R ibb lesda le  
Guisborough ) know where t o  f i n d  me. Nr S e t t l e  
Cleve land ) Phone: 0287-32896 Yorkshi  r e  
England ) 

I d o n ' t  expect t o  be back home be fo re  the  1985 conference t ime,  bu t  you never know. 

CAVE NUMBERING - F l o r e n t i n e  Va l l ey  - Sunday 4 March 1984 

P a r t y :  A l b e r t  and Ben Goede, Max J e f f r i e s ,  Mick F l i n t  and f a m i l y .  

A p e r f e c t  day f o r  some cave numbering and easy t r ogg ing .  We turned o f f  t he  main 
F l o r e n t i n e  Road i n t o  W h a t s - U - c a l l - i t  Road ( t h a t  i s  i t s  name!). A f t e r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
t h i s  road ends a t  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  two t r acks .  We took t he  l e f t  hand f o r k  and l oca ted  
an unnamed cave ( u n o f f i c i a l l y  ' B r i g g s  Squeeze') on the  eas te rn  s i d e  o f  the  f i r s t  
prominent l imestone h i l l  on the  r i g h t  hand s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k .  

JF 339 - Unnamed cave ( ~ r i ~ ~ s  squeeze). The en t rance  i s  a t  t h e  base o f  a  3 metre h i g h  
c l i f f  on t he  eas te rn  s i d e  o f  a  prominent  l imes tone  h i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  Dawson 
Se t t lement  p i n e  p l a n t a t i o n .  The en t rance  i s  an i n c l i n e d  r i f t  and i s  approx 
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0.6 metres wide and 1.5 metres h igh.  The number was placed on the l e f t  
hand s ide  when fac ing  in .  A d e s c r i p t i o n  and a map o f  the  cave were 
publ ished i n  Speleo Sp ie l  - 162, 8-10. 

The o n l y  bod both ab le  and keen t o  ge t  through Br iggs Squeeze was Ben. 
However, he d i d  no t  want t o  cont inue on h i s  own so we re turned t o  the cars 
f o r  an e a r l y  lunch. 

We then returned t o  the f o r k  and l e f t  the  cars t o  f o l l o w  the r i g h t  hand 
t rack  t o  The Sett lement.  The two h igh  l e v e l  e n t r a n c e t o  Sett lement Cave 
were soon discovered. One o f  them was fo l lowed down towards the  r i v e r  
bu t  deep mud and water  made us decide no t  t o  push the passage t o  where 
i t  emerges a t  the r i v e r  bank. Some o f  us then fo l lowed the passage i n  
the oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  t o  the second h igh  l e v e l  entrance. This  p a r t  o f  
the cave was d ry  b u t  the whole cave appears t o  f i l l  up w i t h  water dur ing  
f loods.  For f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  see Speleo Sp ie l  - 57, 4-5. 

JF 362 - Sett lement Cave (middle entrance) .  This  i s  a v e r t i c a l  r i f t  4 metres deep, 
l metre wide and 5 metres long. I t  can be descended w i thou t  equipment 
v i a  a s lop ing  log. The number was placed on the south- fac ing w a l l  above 
the  log.  

JF 363 - Sett lement Cave (upstream entrance) . The entrance i s  a rock-wal l e d  do1 i ne 
approx 4 metres long, 3 metres wide and 3 metres deep. The number was 
placed on a s lop ing  rockface between tw in  f i s s u r e s  lead ing  i n t o  the cave. 

Via the o l d  homestead we made our way t o  the r i v e r  bank. Mick and I worked ou r  way 
south a long the steep eas tern  r i v e r  bank t o  f i n d  what we b e l i e v e  t o  be the  r i v e r  
entrance i n t o  Sett lement Cave. Since the connect ion was no t  a c t u a l l y  proved, t h i s  
entrance was l e f t  un-numbered. We l e f t  f o r  home e a r l y  as some o f  us were keen t o  
p i c k  some b lackbe r r i es  on the way home. 

ALBERT GOEDE 

LUNE RlVER/IDA BAY - Sunday 12/11/83 

A l b e r t  Goede, and son Ben, Mick F l i n t ,  B e r t  Smets and A r thu r  Clarke. 

A f t e r  several phone c a l l s  and some wads o f  o l d  "Spiel"  photostats,  A l b e r t  rang t o  say 
he was i n te res ted  i n  coming down t o  re loca te  the  two entrances t o  Loons Cave and show 
us, if he had t ime, the  l oca t i ons  o f  Revelat ion ( I B  1) and Bot t leneck  ( I B - ~ 2 ) .  We 
parked our  cars about 200 metres t h i s  s ide  o f  the Limestone Quarry t u r n o f f ,  s t i l l  on 
the Fores t ry  Road. 

I t  d i d  no t  take long t o  f i n d  the lower entrance t o  Loons Cave ( I B  2) .  A s t rong c o l d  
draught was emerging from what appeared t o  be a sumped e f f l u x .  This  i s  now blazed 
from the road w i t h  b lue  p l a s t i c  tape, courtesy o f  A lbe r t .  A m ix tu re  o f  red and b lue  
p l a s t i c  r ibbons now lead from I B  2 down the g u l l y  then up s teep ly  i n t o  the dense 
regrowth mulga o f  tw i s ted  musk and n a t i v e  pear dispersed between f a l l e n  r o t t e n  logs 
(from the ' 6 7  f i r e s ? ) .  A f t e r  a couple o f  hours cu rs ing  a t  bush and h01 l e r i n g  a t  each 
o the r ,  Mick and Ar thur  had found the Loons Cave s h a f t  entrance ( I B  3) and several 
o ther  holes i nc lud ing  poss ib l y  Hammer Hole ( I B - ~ 3 )  w h i l e  A l b e r t ,  Ben and Ber t  located 
two o r  three o the r  promis ing prospects i nc lud ing  a 4 metre wide potho le /shaf t  j u s t  
below the o l d  ra i lway  l i n e .  A r t h u r ' s  red-ribboned t r a c k  leads down from I B  3 where 
i t  i s  j o i n e d  by A l b e r t ' s  b lue  r ibbon from up near the ra i lway ,  the two t racks  
becoming one back down t o  I B  2  and ou t  t o  the road. P 

A f t e r  lunch on the road we drove down t o  ca r  park near the  present  quarry and walked 
the muddy, sloshy 20 minute t rack  i n t o  the o l d  quarry then headed west up d o l i n e  g u l l y  
leav ing  the  edge o f  o l d  quarry a t  the p o i n t  where the La Perouse/Southern Highlands 
t rack  commences i t s  cl imb. F i r s t  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  we showed A l b e r t  was a cave a t  
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the base o f  the very b i g  d o l i n e  about 150 metres i n  from the quarry. A l b e r t  s a i d  t h i s  
was IB -X  7, l i s t e d  as having had a stream which was the  probable source o f  Conference 
Concourse. However, as we showed A lbe r t ,  i t  had been given the labe l  tag  IB 8 
already. We continued westwards w i t h  A l b e r t  look ing f o r  e i t h e r  Bot t leneck o r  Revelat ion 
t i l l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  3.00 pm when the Goedes had t o  leave t o  r e t u r n  home. 

Mick, Ber t  the  Belg ian and Ar thur  decided t o  check ou t  a ho le  found a t  the  base o f  a 
small c l i f f  south from the taped do l i ne  g u l l y  t rack,  near the  p o i n t  where the  f o r e s t  
s t a r t s  t o  open out  and r idges and g u l l i e s  s t a r t  forming. Mick r igged the p i t c h  us ing 
rope from a la rge  t r e e  passing over an even la rge r  l o g  t h a t  l a y  across the  top o f  the 
entrance p i t c h  between two s lbas o r  f i s s u r e  sides. On t o  t h i s  we connected a t race,  
then ladder, a f t e r  knocking down some peaty s o i l  and f e r n  roo ts  t h a t  hampered our 
e n t r y  on one side. This 6 t o  7 metre entrance p i t c h  l e d  down t o  a small stream passage, 
then around some format ion and a few shor t  drops probably t o t a l  l ing 4 t o  5 metres. 
This l e f t  us i n  a 2 t o  3 metre h igh  chamber up t o  about 0.75 wide about 10-12 metres 
long. About 4 metres along there were some q u i t e  l a rge  bones, then a few more 
metres t o  where the stream passage l e f t  a t  r i g h t  angles t o  the chamber and down a t  
about 5 t o  10 degree angle, w i t h  pools o f  water. Unfor tunate ly  i t  narrowed down so 
on ly  Ber t  the Belg ian and Ar thu r  went on. A f t e r  about 15 metres from the main chamber 
there was a stand-upable sec t i on  w i t h  some "p re t t i es "  i n  i t ,  then back i n t o  stream 
passage barelye0.3 metres h igh  and 0.5 metres wide removing small boulders. Another 
couple of metres a t  r i g h t  angles t o  previous passage l e d  i n t o  two more passages 
running o f f  about 1.5 metres apar t  and p a r a l l e l  t o  o r i g i n a l  15 metre passage. The 
f i r s t  o f  these seemed t o  widen f u r t h e r  on a f t e r  a super t i g h t  c o n t o r t i o n i s t ' s  e n t r y  
(bo t t leneck???) ,  which needless t o  say we p iked on. We two could not  f e e l  any 
d iscernable draught. Our e x i t  was t o  b r i n g  us face t o  face w i t h  two Hos te l l e rs  who 
had come down look ing f o r  Bert .  Mick had heard t h e i r  vo ices from near the  entrance 
and raced ou ts ide  expect ing t o  see us emerging from another ho le  f u r t h e r  down the h i l l !  

On the way back t o  the quarry we decided t o  r i g  the p i t c h  i n  "number 8" ( I B - X  7111). 
Some 16 metres o r  so below the p o i n t  o f  en t r y  we found ourselves i n  an impressive 10 
t o  15 metre h igh  f i s s u r e  chamber w i t h  some decorat ion and about 3 metres wide on a 
s lop ing boulder strewn f l o o r  tak ing  a f a i r  amount o f  water and dropping a t  about an 
angle o f  20 degrees. Th i s  wester ly  heading passage then turned south a t  an even 
steeper angle and seemed t o  peter  o u t  i n  a small 0.75 metre f i ssu re .  Th is  t o  our 
su rp r i se  l ed  t o  another p i t c h  we d i d n ' t  have gear f o r .  On our way out ,  we found 
another s ide  passage heading east f o r  about 15-20 metres a t  l eas t  20 metres h igh  w i t h  
w a l l s  o f  massive f lowstone. 

F u l l  o f  enthusiasm f o r  another t r i p  soon, we l e f t .  Could t h i s  be the backdoor? 

I DA BAY - Sunday 13/11/83 

F l i n t  fami ly :  Mick, G i l l ,  Pania and E m i l .  

Fur ther  t o  A l b e r t l s  v i s i t  a search was conducted west o f  the Loons Cave IB 2 area t o  
f i n d  Avenue Junct ion o r  Bradley-Chesterman Caves. These a re  l i s t e d  as I B  4, I B  5 and 
I B  6. Bas ica l l y ,  i t  i s  an i n -ou t - i n  system. Leaving the  car  about 75 metres before  
the quarry road i n  a small ca r  "park" w i t h  a d r i l l  casing tube/rod s t i c k i n g  up t o  
catch unwary car  sumps, a t r a c k  o f  s o r t s  leads through t h i c k  c u t t i n g  grass clumps t o  
the e f f l u x  stream. A quar te r  o f  an hour upstream through t h i c k  regrowth scrub f i n d s  
I 9  4 where the stream emerges. A f t e r  probably on ly  15 metres, d a y l i g h t  again where 
the stream enters a t  a p o i n t  l a b e l l e d  I B  5. Walking around the  corner i n  the creek 
some 15-20 metres there was I B 6 which cont inued i n  t o  what M i  ck th inks  would be 40 
metres p lus  (o r  the t ime i t  takes t o  burn a quar ter  o f  a candle going i n  and out  
w i thout  any draught! ! !) ,  and the  cave ends i n  a ta lus/boulder  heap. No s ign  o f  the 
o i l  p o l l u t i o n  mentioned i n  previous descr ip t ions .  

C 

I D A  BAY - Thursday 24/11/83 ( I B  22 and o thers)  

Mick F l i n t ,  Stephen Copp, Chook and Ar thu r  Clarke 
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We reached t he  edge o f  the  qua r r y  about 11.30 am complete w i t h  2 ropes, 2 ladders  
and survey gear des t i ned  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  we had a goer i n  16-X 7 ( w i t h  i t s  "8" l a b e l ) .  
We decided t o  l a b e l  t h i s  as IB 22 i n  our  a t tempt  t o  e l i m i n a t e  some o f  t h e  con fus i on  
i n  numbering i n  t h i s  reg ion .  S ince t h e r e  a re  so many "con-" words assoc ia ted  w i t h  
t h i s  cave . . .  p o s s i b l e  source o f  Conference Concourse, con fus i on  i n  numbering and 

r A r t h u r  t r y i n g  t o  con everyone t h a t  t h i s  would be the  backdoor ... i t  has been named 
"Con Cave". The l i p  o f  the  d o l i n e  above Con Cave was es t imated  a t  140 paces 
bea r i ng  240 degrees f rom the base o f  the  La Perouse t r a c k  a t  western most edge o f  
the  quar ry  f l o o r .  The d o l i n e  i s  a lmost  e l l i p t i c  i n  shape, ove r  100 metres l ong  w i t h  
severa l  sma l l e r  d r y  depress ion  g u l l i e s  emptying i n t o  i t ,  and l i k e  most i n  t he  
r eg ion  f i l l e d  w i t h  d e b r i s  o f  f a l l e n  t r ees .  Th i s  d o l i n e  i s  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by 
a l a r g e  2 metre  wide s t r i n g y  ba rk  which b r i dges  across and i n t o  the  d o l i n e .  A s teep 
e n t r y  over  the  l i p  from the  eas te rn  s i d e  o f  the  d o l i n e  takes you down a loose  d i r t  
i l o p e  t o  the  ent rance.  ( Survey included.) 

From where the number tag  s i t s  on a l a r g e  bou lder ,  the  cave drops down a coup le  o f  
metres underneath and back towards the qua r r y  down another  2 metres.  Both drops 
r e q u i r e  pack h a u l i n g .  I n  a s tand  up f i s s u r e  runn ing  eas t  west f o r  about 8 metres,  
you walk  west under a smal l  cascade t o  the  head o f  t he  f i r s t  p i t c h .  Here we found 
an o l d  c o i l e d  t r a c e  r u s t e d  t oge the r  w i t h  a s i m i l a r l y  a n c i e n t  cor roded ka rab ine r  w i t h  
r ed  and green p a i n t  merging w i t h  the  f l a k i n g  a l l o y .  ( ~ h r o w  away department) .  We 
f r e e  c l imbed t he  top  2.5 metres down t o  a ledge s tep  across a 2 m chasm i n t o  t he  
main f i s s u r e  chamber some 2.5-3 metres wide.  Below t he  2.5 metres t h e  f i r s t  l adde r  
p i t c h  was taped a t  9 .5  metres.  From here  t he  bou lder  f l o o r e d  chamber d i p s  a t  20 
degrees s t r e t c h i n g  16.5 metres f rom base o f  aven l i k e  p i t c h  t o  then t u r n  sou th  
(160 degrees) f o r  ano ther  15 metres,  s l  i g h t l y  s teeper .  Too awkward t o  s e t  up a 
ladder  a rope p i t c h  was o rgan ised  by Mick back t o  a s t r u c t u r a l  column beneath t he  
e n t r y  p o i n t  t o  ano ther  s i d e  passage. S ince A r t h u r  reckoned i t  was t h e  goer ,  he was 
coerced t o  head o f f  i n t o  the unknown, f e e t  f i r s t  through t he  low chamber t u r n i n g  90 
degrees and eas t .  Hooking i n  descender then s l i d i n g  backwards t o  f r e e  f a l l  i s n ' t  
everyone 's  cuppa t ea !  . . .  and w i t h  survey gear t o  boot .  7.5 metres o f  rope p i t c h  
under cascading water  leads t o  a sandy f l o o r  and 2 m w ide  chamber b e a r i n g  152' f o r  
9 metres.  He reckons he saw A lan  K e l l e r ' s  boot  p r i n t  down t he re !  Then an eas t  west 
f i s s u r e  dropping 2 m westwards i n t o  a sandy pebbly  bottomed s t ream a t  base o f  t h e  
f i s s u r e  which d ra i ned  t o  depths unknown. A few more metres o f  d r y  passage t i l l  i t  
narrowed. Small s h a f t  30 cm X 25 cm drops t o  w ide r  chamber 2.5 m below. A r t h u r  
suddenly went q u i e t  and l o s t  h i s  enthusiasm. On t he  way o u t  Chook and A r t h u r  d i d  
a b i t  o f  d i gg i ng ,  removing some bou lders  near where they n o t i c e d  t h e  f a i n t e s t  o f  
breezes, a l i t t l e  below and o p p o s i t e  the  t a l l  s i d e  f i s s u r e .  Passing under a " loose" 
chunk, the  f i s s u r e  descended s t e e p l y  ( a t  40') t o  a p o i n t  where t h e r e  was some 
fo rmat ion ,  under which t he  passage dropped more s t e e p l y  and dangerously w i t h  loose  
s tone and bou lders ,  even tua l18  bo t toming  i n t o  a 40 cm h i g h  bou lder  s t rewn g r a v e l l y  
s t ream bed d i p p i n g  about 5-10 . Going f e e t  f i r s t ,  A r t h u r  found t he  go ing  s low b u t  
was encouraged by the  cons tan t  coo l  o f  a f r e s h  a i r  supply ,  m i ss i ng  i n  a p rev i ous  
e f f o r t ,  and con t inued  t i l l  l o s i n g  v o i c e  con tac t  w i t h  Chookie. Up and o u t .  The r e s t  
o f  the  a f t e r n o o n  was spent  l ook i ng  up the  h i l l  towards t he  La Perouse t r a c k .  

A cave l a b e l l e d  "9" was found i n  an impress ive  d r y  g u l l y  o f  do l i nes ,  f i s s u r e s  and 
chasms runn ing  sou th  about 150 m south-east  o f  IB 22. Number 9 was j u s t  a s e r i e s  o f  
s i l t e d  up f i s s u r e s  r unn ing  nowhere and seemed b a r e l y  w o r t h  r e c o r d i n g  as a cave. 
Several  o t h e r  ho les  were found by Stephen then we were a l l  on t he  scen t  so t o  speak. 
Jus t  bes ide  t h e  La Perouse t r a c k  a h o l e  numbered "7" was l oca ted  ... a t i g h t  f i s s u r e ,  
ve r y  d r y  ex tend ing  a t  most 15 metres.  Above and t o  t he  qua r r y  s i d e  o f  t he  w a l k i n g  
t r a c k  more ho les  were found. The l a r g e s t  descends some 20 m w i t h  t h r e e  SRT p i t c h e s  
i n t o  a wind ing  f i s s u r e  cave w i t h  w a l l s  o f  moonmilk, f l ows tone  and a c o r a l  l i k e  
h e l i c t i t e  fo rmat ion .  Out l a t e  reach ing  t h e  Youth Hos te l  a t  about  10.30 pm. 

IDA BAY -Saturday 26/11/83 (10 3 and nearby) 

B e r t  Smets, Michael  Santemaria, M ick  F l i n t ,  Chook and A r t h u r  C la rke .  

Re t rac i ng  o u r  s teps  o f  12/11, we c l imbed up a lmost  t o  t h e  o l d  r a i l w a y  l i n e  be fo re  
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the present quarry t o  look a t  the l a rges t  ho le  A l b e r t  found. Chookie was volunteered 
t o  make the f i r s t  and on ly  descent when i t  proved t o  go nowhere - 4 metres across and 
15 metres deep. Some more holes were found nearby and two more o l d  quarry s i t e s  j u s t  
above the ra i lway  l i n e .  To make the most o f  the day i t  was decided t o  go s t r a i g h t  
back t o  Loons Cave top entrance ( IB  3 ) ,  s ince progress down and up would be hampered 
by on ly  having two sets o f  gear between the f i v e  o f  us, besides having two rookies.  
The 30 m shaf t  was q u i t e  impressive though somewhat d i r t y .  The upstream passage 
reminded Ar thur  o f  "Trog Wal low" i n  the Buchan area o f  eastern V i c t o r i a .  D e f i n i t e l y  
a cave f o r  gumboots i f  not  waders ... t o  get through the s t i c k y  oozy mud. We went 
upstream past l o t s  o f  impressive format ion t o  where there  was less  mud and more 
g r a v e l l y  sand w i t h  a stream wash o f  agate and jasper  as i f  coming ou t  o f  basa l t  
country.  A s lab  o f  f lowstone narrowed the passage down t o  where a pool which looked 
t o  be 1 m deep and had a sur face r i p p l e d  by the s t rong draught de ter red  us from going 
f u r t h e r .  Chook, Be r t  and Ar thur  fo l lowed a narrow h igh  l e v e l  passage i n t o  a small 
cramped chamber showing gypsum f lowers .  Back t o  the s h a f t  and w h i l e  Michael and 
Chookie went up under Mick 's  guidance, Ber t  and Ar thur  wallowed through the mud i n t o  
the downstream sec t i on  f i n d i n g  an upper l eve l  o f  passages which we d i d  no t  have t ime 
t o  do j u s t i c e  to .  On the way back t o  Mick we saw some unusual f l a t  lobed fungi 
growing on shor t  s t a l k s  ou t  o f  moonmilk format ion i n  the t o t a l  dark. Along ye t  
another passage which l e d  t o  a h igher  l eve l  back i n t o  the upstream system, we found 
a Br ian  C o l l i n  type b lue  tag on the f l o o r  p o i n t i n g  upwards. As Ar thur  read i t  
"Shie ld Hare 's  Fern Root", though Ber t  saw i t  as "Shei la Hore 's  Fern Boot". A f t e r  
Ber t  ascended, Ar thur  had t roub le  w i t h  h i s  CMl's s l i p p i n g  on the muddy rope. No 
t roub le  revers ing  on ascenders. A l i t t l e  d isconcer t ing  when your chest l i n k  s l i p s  
back simultaneously o r  independent o f  the top g r i p .  Mick 's  jumars were lowered down 
and Ar thur  went up okay. The jumars were sent back down t o  Mick who then had the 
same problem w i t h  the g r i t t y  mud on rope and s l i p p i n g  ascenders. Eventual ly ,  a f t e r  
considerable " f a r t  h a i l u r e "  Mick emerged about 8.00 pm t o  f i n d  nea r l y  a l l  the 
chocolate eaten. LESSON: On muddy SRT p i t ches  a necessary e x t r a  i s  a coarse tooth-  
brush f o r  c leaning cams o r  a po r tab le  w a t e r f a l l  t o  wash ropes! 

ARTHUR CLARKE 

D l V l N G  UNION CAVE - 23/11/83 

Par ty :  S Eberhard, R Eberhard 

A moderately e a r l y  s t a r t  saw Stefan and I d r i v i n g  towards Mole Creek w i t h  the  aim o f  
d i v i n g  Union Cave, a reasonably s ized resurgence on the banks o f  the Mersey River .  
The sun shone b r i l l i a n t l y  as we c a r r i e d  a s i n g l e  s t e e l  tank each and the r e s t  o f  the 
junk t h a t  i s  a cave d i v e r ' s  tradeware t o  the entrance. The main entrance i s  a shor t  
v e r t i c a l  drop, however, a small ho le  near ly  bypasses the p i t c h  w i t h  a c l imb down a 
muddy slope. I t  took two c a r r i e s  each t o  t ranspor t  every th ing  t o  the f i r s t  sump 
on ly  a shor t  d is tance upstream. Sweating h e a v i l y  i ns ide  wetsu i ts ,  i t  was a r e l i e f  
t o  submerge oneself  i n  the cool  water.  Decept ive ly  c l e a r  water w i t h  a s l i g h t  
greenish t inge,  I  thought t h i s  i s  going t o  be a p iece o f  p i ss .  

The f i r s t  d i ve  was not  a t rue  sump, bu t  a sec t i on  o f  deep water w i t t  a  few inches o f  
a i rspace above. I swam s lowly  through n o t i c i n g  the almost t o t a l l y  k t t e d  remains o f  
hemp rope l a i d  by a couple o f  NCC d i ve rs  several years ago. A swim/crawl through some 
shal low water and the f i r s t  t r u e  sump i s  ahead. A c l imb on the l e f t  hand s ide  i s  an 
apparent bypass, bu t  we took the eas ie r  o p t i o n  and d ived through, no t  bo ther ing  t o  
l a y  l i n e  cons ider ing  the exce l l en t  v i s i b i l i t y  and sho r t  length  o f  sump. A l a rge  
sec t i on  o f  passage apparent ly  on l y  a shor t  d is tance below the sur face and draped w i t h  
t r e e  roo ts ,  preceeds sump 2. 1 l ed  i n t o  the sump, l a y i n g  l i n e  from the ree l ;  again 
the v i s i b i l i t y  i s  exce l l en t ,  and a sho r t  d is tance i n  a t  a depth o f  about 4 m the 
passage opened out  i n t o  a chamber perhaps 5 m wide. The obvious con t i nua t i on  i s  a 
small s l o t  s t r a i g h t  ahead, bu t  look ing  upwards I cou ld  see two airspaces i n  the 
c e i l i n g .  Fol lowing the r o t t e d  pieces o f  rope, we headed up t o  a r i f t  on the r i g h t  
hand s ide.  We surfaced i n  a narrow pool o f  water and were ab le  t o  c l imb onto  a 
ledge a t  the f a r  end. I t  d i d n ' t  look p a r t i c u l a r l y  promis ing and c l imb ing  up t o  the 
h ighest  p o i n t  revealed a small chamber con ta in ing  some h e l i c t i t e s  hanging from the 
c e i l i n g  and noth ing  more. 
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We decided t o  f o l l o w  the  obv ious s l o t  where the main f l o w  o f  wa te r  e n t e r s  and donned 
tanks aga in .  Our descent t o  the f l o o r  o f  t he  chamber d i s l odged  dense c louds  o f  
orange s i l t  and i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a  few minutes p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  was now 
a t r o c i o u s .  I was unable  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  s l o t  and cou ld  o n l y  f e e l  crumbly r ock  w a l l s .  
A b i t  d i s o r i e n t a t e d  I s i g n a l e d  t o  S te fan  and we f e l t  o u r  way back up t o  t h e  r i f t  
a i r space .  A f t e r  a  few minutes w a i t  hop ing t h e  wate r  would c l e a r ,  S te fan  took  t he  
l i n e  r e e l  and headed down f i r s t .  Fo l l ow ing  the  l i n e  we a r e  appa ren t l y  through t h e  
s l o t  and h i t  c l e a r  wa te r  aga in  i n  a  comfor tab le  underwater t unne l .  Th i s  i n i t i a l l y  
t rends  s l i g h t l y  deeper, bu t  a b r u p t l y  a  s teep mud s l ope  leads up t o  ano ther  a i r space  
perhaps 40 m f rom the  s t a r t  o f  t he  d i v e .  

I t  i s  a  rough ly  c i r c u l a r  pool  o f  wa te r ,  and i t  was o n l y  w i t h  S te fan  f l o a t i n g  i n  
t he  pool  h o l d i n g  my t ank  and f i n s  t h a t  I managed t o  scramble o n t o  a  ledge on one 
s i d e .  Wi'th an en joyab le  sense o f  growing euphor ia ,  1 c l imbed up h i ghe r  and found 
myse l f  i n  a  w e l l  decorated upper l e v e l  passage s t r e t c h i n g  beyond t h e  l i m i t  o f  my 
l i g h t s .  S te fan  was s t i l l  f l o a t i n g  g e n t l y  i n  the  sump, suppor ted by h i s  BC l i k e  some 
l a r g e  b l o a t e d  f i s h .  W i t h  no rope t o  haul  t he  tanks up t o  t h e  ledge w i t h ,  we hung 
t he  tanks i n  the  wa te r  t i e d  t o  the d i v e l i n e .  Th i s  a l lowed S te fan  t o  c l i m b  o u t  o f  
the  water  and we s t a r t e d  e x p l o r i n g  the upper l e v e l .  I t  i s  ve ry  n i c e l y  decorated w i t h  
s t raws,  f l ows tone  and c r y s t a l  poo l s ,  t he  type o f  s t u f f  t h a t  one i s  supposed t o  f i n d  
beyond nas ty  murky sumps. Before long  i t  opens o u t  r a t h e r  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n t o  a  
spacious r i f t ,  and we cou ld  hear the s t ream below. A c l i m b  down, and we headed 
upstream (downstream i s  a  sump) i n  a  h i g h  and major  s t ream passage. A1  though t he  
wate r  was o n l y  s h i n  deep, about two f o o t  o f  s o f t  s i l t y  mud underneath makes p rogress  
arduous, bu t  w i t h  thoughts  l i k e  " t h i s  c o u l d  be ano ther  Kubla Khan" we were n o t  
d iscouraged.  Perhaps 250 m o f  such passage f u r t h e r  on, we were g ree ted  by a  l a r g e  
oppress ive  and o b v i o u s l y  deep pool  o f  wa te r .  Sump 3 was a  b i t  unexpected b u t  we 
were con ten t  f o r  the  day and headed back t o  the  d i v i n g  gear .  

A s h o r t  s t r u g g l e  ensued g e t t i n g  k i t t e d  up w h i l e  f l o a t i n g  i n  t h e  sump. T h i s  
achieved, I d i ved  f i r s t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  g u i d e l i n e  w h i l e  S te fan  was no t  f a r  beh ind 
t a k i n g  i n  the l i n e  on the  r e e l .  V i s i b i l i t y  was a b s o l u t e l y  non -ex i s t an t ,  and 1 kep t  
a  f i r m  g r i p  on t he  l i n e ,  t e l l i n g  myse l f  t o  take  t h i ngs  s l o w l y  and c a r e f u l l y .  A t  
f i r s t  the  l i n e  was h o r i z o n t a l  a l ong  t he  deepest p o i n t  o f  t he  t unne l ,  b u t  un- 
expec tan t l y  t rends  s t r a i g h t  upward. I was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned, as I assumed 
t h a t  we a r e  a t  t he  s l o t  t h a t  opens i n t o  the  chamber, b u t  go t  a  shock when I f e l t  
the l i n e  d isappear ing  i n t o  an impass ib ly  smal l  v e r t i c a l  r i f t .  I dec ided i t  had 
s l i p p e d  i n t o  a  c rack  below the  c o r r e c t  s l o t ,  and by now I cou ld  f e e l  S t e f a n ' s  
presence c l o s e  beh ind  and j u s t  see a  d u l l  orange glow f rom h i s  helmet l i g h t s  o n l y  
a  f o o t  away. There was no way I cou ld  communicate t he  s i t u a t i o n  t o  him, and I 
t r i e d  swimming up h i ghe r  i n  a  w ider  p o i n t  o f  the  r i f t ;  i t  t o o  becomes ve ry  t i g h t  
and I r e t r e a t e d  showered by p ieces  o f  r o t t e n  rock  and more c louds  o f  t h e  cursed 
s i l t .  Wi th  no v i s i o n  and an i n c r e a s i n g  sense o f  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n ,  I r e a l i s e d  we 
were i n  a  somewhat t i g h t  s i t u a t i o n .  A  few morb id  images appeared i n  my mind, and I 
reassured myse l f  t h a t  we s t i l l  had heaps o f  a i r  l e f t  and n o t i c e d  a  r a t h e r  
unna tu ra l  c a l m  sensa t ion .  By now Ste fan  was aware t h a t  something was d e f i n i t e l y  
amiss, and o u t  o f  t he  s o l i d  orange noth ingness I f e l t  h im squeeze my arm tw ice ,  
s i g n a l i n g  t h a t  we should  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  o r i g i n a l  a i r space .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  1 f e l t  t h e  
l i n e  go s l a c k  and I was a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  i t  through t he  c o r r e c t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  r i f t  and 
back t o  a i r space  on t he  r i g h t  end o f  t he  sump. I exper ienced a  r a t h e r  un ique  sense - o f  r e l i e f  and S te fan  sur faced  a  few seconds l a t e r ,  and we spent severa l  minutes 
say ing  very  unk ind  t h i n g s  about cave d i v i n g  and one cave i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  A f t e r  t h a t  
smal l  e p i c  ou r  r e t u r n  t o  t he  en t rance  was compara t i ve ly  uneven t f u l  except  t h a t  due 
t o  the  s i l t i n g  we used a  l i n e  on our  e x i t  through t he  f i r s t  sump. 

On r e f l e c t i o n ,  what a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  occur red  was t h a t  a f t e r  pass ing  through t he  
s l o t ,  the  l i n e  was p u l l e d  h i ghe r  up i n t o  a  ve r y  narrow r i f t  when we sur faced  i n  
t he  f a r  a i r space .  The l i n e  jammed i n  t h i s  r i f t  on ou r  r e t u r n ,  caus ing con fus i on  i n  
ze ro  v i s i b i l i t y  c o n d i t i o n s .  Fo r t una te l y ,  i t  p u l l e d  f r e e  and we were a b l e  t o  
l o c a t e  the  wide p o i n t  l e a d i n g  back t o  t he  chamber. To avo id  such inc lement  
s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t he  f u t u r e  t h e  l i n e  should  be anchored w i t h  a  we igh t  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  
the s l o t .  
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c o r r e c t  Slot 

- 
ROLAN EBERHARD 

HOBBIT HOLE - IDA BAY AREA - 17  December 1983 

Pa r t y :  A r t h u r  Clarke,  Mick F l i n t ,  T revor  Wai les ,  S te fan  Eberhard, M a r t i n  Carnes and 
N ick  Hume. 

Trev was mega-keen t o  a s s i s t  A r t h u r  and Mick i n  bo t toming  t h i s  cave and managed t o  
conv ince the  r e s t  o f  us t o  come a long.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  upon ou r  a r r i v a l  a t  Dover (?)  
A r t h u r  knew n o t h i n g  o f  these arrangements and much i n d e c i s i o n  ensued. E v e n t u a l l y  we 
c o l l e c t e d  Mick and headed o f f  t o  do . . . . .  w e l l ,  something! 

A t  the qua r r y  ca r  park  I was s t i l l  keen t o  do t he  Hobb i t ;  Mick and A r t h u r  w e r e n ' t  sure 
i t  was the  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  do, Trev was easy, M a r t i n  was i n d i f f e r e n t ,  then  a t  t h e  l a s t  
p o s s i b l e  moment Stefan p iped  up w i t h ,  l '  ..... l e t ' s  do i t " ,  and we d i d .  The s t r u g g l e  
up the  h i l l  f rom the o l d  quar ry ,  over  t he  o b l i g a t o r y  f a l l e n  logs ,  wasn ' t  as bad as 
expected, w i t h  M a r t i n  waxing l y r i c a l  ove r  t h e  j o y s  o f  bushwalk ing bu rev d isagreed) .  

The s t reamsink was pronounced d r i e r  than  i n  p rev i ous  weeks, whereupon i t  was dec ided 
i t  migh t  even t u r n  o u t  t o  be an en joyab le  t r i p .  A r t h u r  and Stefan en te red  t h e  cave, 
c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  by me t o  do t he  r i g g i n g  w h i l e  Mick,  T rev  and M a r t i n  f o l l owed  up w i t h  
some s u r v e y i n g / p r o t e c t i n g .  

A  s h o r t  downclimb through the  en t rance  l o g  choke revealed an awkward 5 m p i t c h / r i f t  
t h a t  was hand l ined  t o  t he  t op  o f  a  t r i c k y  40 m s h a f t / t h i n g .  A s i d e  p u l l i n g  r e t i e ,  
"krabbed" t o  the  rope, enabled most o f  i t  t o  hang f r e e  and dropped us i n t o  an 
impress ive,  a l b e i t  wet,  chamber w i t h  t he  usual  t i g h t ,  scungy r i f t  l ead ing  o f f  t o  t h e  
p rev i ous  l i m i t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  c a r r i e d  o u t  by A r t h u r ,  Mick and "Chook". From here  a 
s h o r t  p i t c h ,  i n i t i a l l y  i n  t i g h t  r i f t  " b e l l e d  ou t "  t o  a  spray lashed r e t i e  over  a  10 m 
s h a f t .  Things were g e t t i n g  w e t t e r ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  b e t t e r  w i t h  depth.  There f o l l owed  
f u r t h e r  p i t c h e s  o f  1 1  metres and 19 metres,  down s i z a b l e  s h a f t s ,  end ing  w i t h  a  5 metre 
drop i n t o  a  sand f l o o r e d  chamber t h a t  looked s u s p i c i o u s l y  t e r m i n a l ,  and i n  f a c t  was, 
a t  a  t o t a l  depth o f  118 metres.  There ensued a  soggy w i t hd rawa l .  

A r t h u r ,  M ick  and myse l f  en joyed a  m a g n i f i c e n t  f e a s t  a t  t h e  Ida Bay UHA p u t  on by 
"Chook"; who was eager and somewhat Cnvious t o  l e a r n  o f  o u r  d i s c o v e r i e s .  We met up 
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