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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Saturday 12 May Se rend ip i t y  t o  push and r e t r i e v e  SSS equipment. 

Wednesday 16 May Committee Meet ing, S t u a r t ' s  house, 7 Rupert Avenue. 

Saturday 19 May Yet another  a t tempt  t o  push and ret r i .eve gear from Se rend ip i t y .  
Thurssay 24 May F i reworks and b o n f i r e  a t  Fern t ree .  D e t a i l s  bottom o f  t h i s  page. 
Saturday 26 May Slaughterhouse Pot through Growl ing.  E x p l o r a t i o n  and survey. 

Saturday 2 June Tarn Creek Cave! Survey-push t r i p .  

Wednesday 6 June General meet ing - s l  ides,  s t o r i e s  (some whoppers), compla in ts ,  
s u b s c r i p t i o n  pay ing,  e t c .  BYO.  

Saturday 9 June Novice t r i p  i n t o  Growl ing, p o s s i b l e  d i v e  i n  B lack R i ve r  sump. 
( l ong weekend) Homestead renova t ion .  
Queen's B i r t hday  

Saturday 16 June Any suggest ions? More e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  Slaughterhouse! Tarn 
Creek! Pendant! Growl ing!  

Wednesday 20 June Committee meeting, 7 Rupert  Avenue. BYO. 

EDITORIAL 

This  issue o f  Speleo Sp ie l  con ta ins  some o f  the  bes t  r e p o r t s  so f a r  t h i s  year ;  
t h a t ' s  n o t  t o  say the p rev ious  S p i e l s  we ren ' t  up to  much, b u t  t h a t  t h i s  one i s  
excep t i ona l .  When i t  looks as though enthusiasm i s  f l agg ing ,  the odd ( ! )  d i scove ry  
g ives  everyone a  l i f t .  I ce  Tube push t r i p s  i n  the  upper s e r i e s  l e d  t o  a  70 m p i t c h ,  
more passage and a  l i n k  w i t h  the  l a r g e  chamber above the  Fabulous Spangly p i t c h .  
Pendant Pot rewarded minimal e f f o r t  by sumping o u t  a t  j u s t  s h o r t  o f  -200 m. New 
ho les  i n  the Ida Bay area p rov ide  cha l l eng ing  e x p l o r a t i o n  down some deep s p o r t i n g  
v e r t i c a l  systems. Tasmanian cav ing  s t i l l  has so much p o t e n t i a l  i n  so many 
d i f f e r e n t  areas. A l l  t h a t ' s  needed a r e  a  few more w i l l i n g  people t o  ge t  o f  t h e i r  
arses and j o i n  i n  the  exc i tement  o f  d i scove ry ! !  Don ' t  j u s t  read about i t  - j o i n  us 
do ing i t ! !  

TREVOR WAILES 

TCC MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SPELEO SPIEL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE!!!! ! ! ! !  

HAVE YOU BOOKED FOR YOUR "PEA NO SLIMEA" YET????? 

F i reworks and b o n f i r e  a t  Fern t ree .  A t t i l r  Verana's p rope r t y ,  Summerleas. D r i v e  
down f rom Fe rn t ree  t ave rn  Road and look  far s i gnpos t  approx 1.5 m i l e s .  
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PRES I DENT'S REPORT 1983-84 

Cav i n_g 

The year  s t a r t e d  w e l l  enough by ex tend ing  the  A u s t r a l i a n  depth record  t o  -372 m i n  
Anne-a-Kananda on M t  Anne. A f t e r  t h a t  e p i c  Eas te r ,  t h i n g s  seemed t o  q u i e t e n  down 
somewhat. The f e r vou r  d im in ished  w i t h  the  w inder  and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  never seemed t o  
p i c k  up again .  Growl ing S w a l l e t  was pushed through R i ve r  Lethe and doubled back on 
i t s e l f  i n t o  "Frownland". A passage was f o r ced  through t o  the  bot tom o f  I c e  Tube f rom 
Growl i n g  Swal l e t  (Main1 ine )  and so gave a second en t rance  and a ve r y  s p o r t y  through 
t r i p  which took a long  t ime t o  i n i t i a t e .  A t r i p  i n  Slaughterhouse Pot proved a t h i r d  
en t rance  t o  Growl ing Swa l l e t  bu t ,  aga in ,  t he  through t r i p  took  many months t o  
eventuate.  The a c t u a l  surveyed l e n g t h  o f  Growl ing Swa l l e t  i s  now 8 km, w i t h  t he  
knowledge o f  another  2 km i n  b i t s  and p ieces  here and there .  Other caves were 
surveyed - S e r e n d i p i t y ,  Los t  Pot ,  Owl Pot and Tass ie  Pot - ted ious  work, b u t  ve ry  
reward ing t o  see drawn up showing r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between d i f f e r e n t  systems i n  t he  same 
area . 
Ida Bay area has been looked a t  anew by members l i v i n g  i n  t h e  area w i t h  t ime  t o  
spare; new caves have been found and o l d  systems pushed deeper. The i n c e n t i v e  i n  
t h i s  area i s  t o  f i n d  a back door i n t o  E x i t  which would p r o v i d e  a s p o r t y  through t r i p  
under Marble H i l l .  

M t  Anne saw much enthusiasm bu t  has u n f o r t u n a t e l y  y i e l d e d  l i t t l e .  The e f f o r t  p u t  i n  
by Club members was amazing, and t h e  r e s u l t s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  and t h i s  has taken t he  
edge o f f  the i n c e n t i v e  t o  c l i m b  the  mountain w i t h  heavy gear packs. 

Economi cs ---- 
The year  has seen a l a r g e  amount o f  expense on rope and o t h e r  a n c i l l a r y  equipment. 
Our T reasure r  d i d  an ex t reme ly  good j o b  keeping o u r  spending i n  "check". Because 
t h i s  was such a heavy year  on spending, t h i s  f o l l o w i n g  year  should  p rove  q u i t e  
t h r i f t y  as ou r  magazine (Speleo S p i e l )  now a lmost  pays f o r  i t s e l f  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  
c a p i t a l  o u t l a y ,  and as w i t h  gear ( ropes ,  e t c ) ,  l i t t l e  more should  be spent f o r  t he  
nex t  two yea rs !  ! 

I n  s h o r t ,  the  Club i s  w e l l  equipped w i t h  rope, ladders ,  helmets,  lamps and c a r b i d e  
(where a re  the new members?). An i n j e c t i o n  o f  v a l u a b l e  c a p i t a l  came f rom the  
Government D i v i s i o n  o f  Recrea t ion  which w i l l  s tand  us i n  good s tead  f o r  t h e  immediate 
years t o  come. 

Pol  i t i c s  

The year  has had i t s  problems. A green magazine cover  d i d  no t  h e l p  d u r i n g  a year  
o f  green con t roversy ;  t h i s  was indeed u n f o r t u n a t e ,  t o t a l l y  unforseen o r  planned. 
Access t o  ou r  major  cav ing  area came under,  as we saw i t ,  u n f a i r  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  which 
was one o f  the  major  reasons f o r  the  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i e t  year  a t  a t ime  when so many 
o f  us were so ve ry  keen. These problems a re  now a l l e v i a t e d  t o  some degree, and the  
terms o f  access must be t r e a t e d  w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y .  

The Na t i ona l  Parks and W i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e  brought  i n  a pe rm i t  system f o r  c e r t a i n  caves 
t o  ease the  problems found more on the  Mainland than here.  Th i s  i s  another  p o t e n t i a l  
r e s t r i c t i o n  and, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we have t o  t oe  t he  l i n e  no ma t t e r  how inconven ien t .  
The p o l i c i n g  o f  these pe rm i t s  seems a l i t t l e  heavy handed; do we r e a l l y  have t o  
s c r i b b l e  o u t  a t r i p  r e p o r t  i n  the  r a i n  on a c a r  bonnet be fo re  handing t he  pe rm i t  

' 

back t o  the  ranger  i n  charge? Do we have t o  r e c e i v e  t h r e a t e n i n g  l e t t e r s  when r e p o r t s  
a r e  sen t  i n  l a t e r  and m i s l a i d  i n  t he  Government system? 

A l l  i n  a l l  a moderate year  which h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  be improved upon now t h a t  we a r e  
b e t t e r  equipped and, h o p e f u l l y ,  b e t t e r  understood. On beha l f  o f  the  p resen t  
h i e rachy  o f  t he  TCC I would l i k e  t o  thank t he  ou tgo ing  o f f i c e  beare rs ,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  R i k  Tunney f o r  l o o k i n g  a f t e r  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  t he  p resen t  
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management o f  ANM f o r  t h e i r  pa t i ence  and unders tanding,  t h e  gatekeepers f o r  t he  same 
reason, Ken B r i t t o n  and s t a f f  o f  the  Na t i ona l  Park Ho te l  f o r  f a s t  f r i e n d l y  s e r v i c e ,  
Roy and s t a f f  a t  the  Maydena D e l i  f o r  c o f f e e  and r o l l s ,  the  management and s t a f f  
o f  the Dog House which has become a  popu la r  venue f o r  Wednesday/Thursday s o c i a l  
evenings,  and c e r t a i n  youths o f  Maydena f o r  l e t t i n g  more l i g h t  and a i r  i n t o  t he  
Junee Homestead. 

TREVOR WA l LES 

JF 39, 25/3/84, sundry o t h e r  d u l l  and b o r i n g  k a r s t  f ea tu res ,  p l u s  t he  a l l  new 
"Pendant Pot". 

Members: T revor  Wai les and N ick  Hume 

Meet ing up w i t h  Jacko, M a r t i n  and Russel l  was the  o n l y  i n t e r r u p t i o n  t o  the  au tomat i c  
b i t  between waving goodbye t o  S t u a r t  and a r r i v i n g  a t  t he  end o f  E i g h t  Road. They 
were go ing  t o  the s l i p  area f o r  y e t  another  l ook  a t  c e r t a i n  mystery  ho les .  What i s  
r e a l l y  up t he re  I wonder? 

A f t e r  some minor  t r a c k  c l e a r i n g  we had a  look  a t  JF39; a  choked f o s s i l  en t rance  some 
50 m eas t  o f  Growl ing p roper .  Apar t  f rom a  b i t  o f  a  draught  emanating f rom some 
t i n y  s l o t s ,  t h i s  f e a t u r e  ho lds  no promise a t  a l l ,  un less  someone f anc ies  d i g g i n g  i t  
o u t  w i t h  a t r a x c a v a t o r .  A p romis ing  c l imb  i n t o  the  r o o f  revealed n o t h i n g  more than 
a  s t a r t l e d  co lony o f  s p i d e r s .  

Trev was s t r u c k  down w i t h  l a s s i t u d e  f o r  some reason o r  o t h e r ,  so we ambled above 
and a long  the r i d g e  from the  Growl ing  en t rance .  A r a t h e r  warm task  f o r  me as I was 
s t i l l  i n  f u l l  cav ing  gear and i t  was a  s t i f l i n g l y  h o t  day. Trev stumbled on a  
mega-dol ine t h a t  impressed even him, h u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  proved t o  he one hundred 
percen t  choked o f f .  Nearby I bounded f rom s l a b  t o  s l a b  d r o o l i n g  a t  t he  eroded 
"RILLENKARREN" and m a r v e l l i n g  a t  the  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  obv ious caves. T h i s  area must 
have been very  impress ive once, b u t  i s  now c h r o n i c a l l y  i n f i l l e d  thanks t o  f r o s t  
s h a t t e r ,  e t c ;  then again ,  we exp lo red  o n l y  a  ve r y  smal l  a rea .  

Imminent h y p e r e x i a  and a  p o s s i b l e  lead  drove us downh i l l  t o  t he  coo l  con f i nes  o f  
"Pendant Pot". Down the  en t rance  mudslope, two obv ious ways on p resen t  themselves, 
i t  was here t h a t  Trev suspected a  t h i r d  way, h idden f rom t h e  und i sce rn i ng  eye by a  
nas ty  l i t t l e  c l imb .  W i t h  ca re  p l u s  a  few g run t s  I f reec l imbed t o  the  r o o f  where I 
cou ld  f ee l  a  breeze even be fo re  s i g h t i n g  the  narrow r i f t  t h a t  con t inued  on. A 
h o l l o w  resonant echo i n d i c a t e d  a  chamber n o t  f a r  i n  and w i t h  a  c h i l l i n g  g a l e  
b low ing  o u t  o f  i t ,  Growl ing had t o  be i n  t h e r e  some where. I r i gged  some rope down 
the c l i m b  1 had j u s t  done, then e n l a r g i n g  t h e  r i f t  i n  one p l ace ,  squeezed through 
t o  a  room s i zed  chamber t h a t  had d e l i c a t e  f l o o r  f o rma t i on .  The draught  exuded 
f rom breakdown on the  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s ,  and as Trev had j u s t  caught up we b o t h  
s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  a  few bou lders  t o  c l e a r  a  way through.  E v e n t u a l l y  a  gap was made 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  t o  accept  young T r e v ' s  non -ch i l dbea r i ng  h i p s ,  where he reached 
a  p o i n t  above a  20 metre p i t c h ,  o v e r l o o k i n g  a  ve ry  s i z e a b l e  chamber. The 5.00 pm 
dead1 i ne  on the  gate f o r ced  us t o  r e t r e a t  a t  t h a t  s tage .  L i t t l e  d i d  we r e a l i s e  
what we would f i n d  here the  f o l l o w i n g  weekend! 

NICK HUME 

CLUB NEWS - NOT SO TRIVIA 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  was n o t  o n l y  the TCC t h a t  was a c t i v e  ove r  t he  Eas te r  break. 
Thieves had q u i t e  a  good reward ing t r i p  a f t e r  removing g l ass  panels  i n  the  window 
o f  R i k  Tunney and Janine McKinnon's garage, and b reak ing  i n t o  a  wonderland o f  
subteranean d e l i g h t s .  P o l i c e  have a  f u l l  l i s t  o f  m i ss i ng  ( s t o l e n  equipment) .  I f  
any one i s  o f f e r e d  any o f  these p rom inen t l y  marked p ieces ,  p lease  con tac t  the  
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P o l i c e  o r  R i k  and Janine.  The equipment i s  a l l  s p e c i a l i s e d  t o  e i t h e r  s k i i n g  o r  
cav i ng . 

Premier Carbide 
3 Oldhams, 2 w i t h  b a t t e r y  b e l t s  and Halogen 
2 CM1 5000 
2 C M 1  s h o r t i  
l F i g  8 
1 Rack 
l Wha le ta i l  
2 X 45 m Bluewater 
1 X 25 m B luewater  

1 X 50 m C l ibming  rope 
g  lobes 2 Wh i l l ans  

2 Gibbs 
1 rope pack 
Tents 
S leeping bag 
Ski S 

D i v i n g  gear 

Most o f  the cav ing  t a c k l e  i s  marked w i t h  f l uo rescen t  orange p a i n t ,  and Bluewater  1 1  mm 
i s  p r e t t y  easy t o  spo t .  The Club would app rec i a te  any knowledge o f  r i v a l  cav i ng  
c lubs  coming i n t o  ex i s t ance  as t h e r e  seems t o  be enough gear s t o l e n  t o  s t a r t  one! 

- A no te  f o r  any groups p l ann ing  a  through t r i p  i n  I c e  Tube. There a r e  no b o l t s  
o r  hangers, o r  r i g g i n g  gear l e f t  i n  the  system. Every scrap o f  u s e f u l  garbage 
has been removed. Please bear  t h i s  i n  mind. 

- WANTED: Anyonew ish ing  t o c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the f o r t h c o m i n g l ' T C C E a r l y  E i g h t i e s  
Journa l ' '  should  c o n t a c t  T revor  Wai les  as soon as p o s s i b l e .  A l l  copy should  be 
completed and forwarded t o  the Club by e a r l y  September a t  t he  abso lu te  l a t e s t .  

- L o s t :  One copy o f  ULSA Review, B lacksh i ve r  Pot,  Marb le  S inks ,  e t c .  P lease 

r e t u r n  t o  T revor  Wai l e s .  

PENDANT POT - 3 1  March 1984 

Members: T revor  Wai les ,  Ste fan and Rolan Eberhard ( T C C ) ,  N ick  Hume ( S C S )  and 
A1 b e r t o  ( I .T. ) 

End o f  E i g h t  Road y e t  aga in ! ;  I was c h a t t e r i n g  away t o  S t e f  on the  s u b j e c t  o f  what 
chocks t o  throw i n ,  when a l l  o f  a  sudden he s tood  b o l t  u p r i g h t ,  eyes bu lg i ng ,  gu lped 
severa l  b rea ths  o f  a i r  and s c u r r i e d  o f f  t o  the  c a r  f o r  a  c i g a r e t t e .  Funny t h i ngs ,  
growing pa ins .  

Trev SRT'd the  s h o r t  en t rance  rope l e f t  i n  s i t u  f rom the p rev ious  weekend and 
rep laced i t  w i t h  l adde r ,  thus sav ing  t ime.  Th i s  r a r e  keenness d i d  no t  s t op  t h e r e  as 
he moved q u i c k l y  on t o  the  20 metre drop and r i gged  more ladder  b e f o r e  down c l i m b i n g  
t o  new ground. Th i s  p i t c h  opens i n t o  a  huge breakdown chamber, loose i n  p laces ,  
t h a t  narrows down t o  a  smal l  lead,  where we e v e n t u a l l y  caught up w i t h  him. He, a l ong  
w i t h  Rolan and A l b e r t o  pushed t h i s  u n t i l  i t  ended i n  r i g h t  r i f t .  Nearby, w h i l e  
l eav i ng  my mark upon the cave, I n o t i c e d  some waterworn f l u t i n g s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  a  
second downward lead, and f o l l owed  t h i s  through v a r i o u s  loose b l ocks  t o  a narrow 20 
metre p i t c h .  A f t e r  t e l l i n g  S t e f  about the  f i n d ,  he proceeded t o  downclimb i t ! ,  
t r i g g e r i n g  cons ide rab le  r o c k f a l l  and ea rn i ng  the  p i t c h  name "Pandemonium". He 
d iscovered  a  f u r t h e r  p i t c h  o f  50 metres be fo re  we hastened back t o  g e t  some gear p l u s  
the o the rs .  

Downcl imb i ng "Pandemon i urn" cou ld  on l y  be done one a t  a  t ime because o f  r o c k f a l  l 
danger, hence was slow. T o t a l l y  o u t  o f  cha rac te r ;  Rolan dec ided t o  r i g  the  b i g  p i t c h  
f rom an i n t e r e s t i n g  f l a k e  r a t h e r  than use a  p e r f e c t l y  good b o l t ,  however, he e v e n t u a l l y  
succumbed t o  t emp ta t i on  and p laced  one as a  t i e  o f f ,  h a l f  way down. I suggest the  
name "Bal thazar"  f e r  t h i s  p i t c h ,  as i t ' s  my f a v o u r i t e  word o f  the  moment and 
despera te ly  i n  need o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  somewhere. 

Below t h i s  a l a r g e  chamber seemed t o  f i z z l e  o u t ,  w i t h  wa te r  d isappear ing  i n t o  a  
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smal l  ho l e  t h a t  d i d  no t  look  p romis ing  w i t h o u t  major  excava t ion .  Rolan checked a  
p o s s i b l e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  i n t o  awkward ascending r i f t ,  b u t  r epo r t ed  t h i s  t o  be hopeless.  
I t  was smoke from S te fan ' s  c i g a r e t t e ,  d i sappear ing  i n t o  another  smal l  ho le ,  t h a t  
s i g n a l l e d  a  p o s s i b l e  way on. S t range ly ,  t h i s  h o l e  was suck ing  i n . c o n t r a r y  t o  t he  
e x h a l a t i o n  a t  the caves ent rance,  which made t he  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c o v e r i e s  a l l  t he  
more su rp r  i S i ng. 

Removing a  few key b l ocks  below the  lead caused an abrup t  s lumping o f  mud e t c ,  thus 
c l e a r i n g  a  way i n t o  t he  nav igab le  passage beyond. I crawled ove r  t h e  d e b r i s  cone i n t o  
a  smal l  chamber t h a t  looked as though i t  cou ld  be " i t "  , however, pok ing  my head i n t o  
breakdown on the  oppos i t e  w a l l ,  I found myse l f  s t a r i n g  down a  20 metre  drop. Tear ing  
back t o  the  o the rs  shou t ing  "a p i t c h ,  a  p i t c h ,  and i t  looks l i k e  Growl ing  .. . . l1 was 
a  m is take  I soon r e a l i s e d ,  as once r igged ,  t he re  was a  b i t  o f  a  problem w i t h  t h r e e  
people  t r y i n g  t o  ge t  on the rope a t  the same t ime. T rev  had crawled th rough  t he  
r o c k p i l e  below me and was c l i p p i n g  o n t o  the  rope, w h i l e  k i c k s  t o  my helmet 
i n d i c a t e d  Rolan was b r i d g i n g  i n t o  the  r i f t  above, p r e p a r i n g  t o  descend. Sandwiched 
between a l l  t h i s  urgency I suddenly r e a l i s e d  t h a t  I had l e f t  my rack  i n  another  p a r t  
o f  the cave! 

Employing phys i ca l  t h r e a t s  t o  appeal t o  T r e v ' s  b e t t e r  na tu re ,  I managed t o  bypass 
him (us i ng  h i s  rack)  i n t o  a  s i z e a b l e  chamber. A t  t he  base o f  the  p i t c h  two 
obv ious ways on p resen t  themselves, S t e f  checked t h e  h i ghe r  o f  these and repo r t ed  
" r a i l w a y  tunne l "  type passage ending i n  a  r o c k p i l e ,  t h i s  cou ld  s t i l l  go. Around 
the  corner  i n  the  oppos i t e  d i r e c t i o n  was a  d e l i g h t f u l  hanging lake ,  w i t h  d i s t i n c t  
l a ye rs  v i s i b l e  i n  the c l e a r  wa te rs .  I t  was hanging over  a  30 met re  p i t c h !  
B r i d g i n g  over  the l ake  revea led  master cave s i z e  passage below, appa ren t l y  some 20 
metres wide, a t  t h a t  s tage f e e l i n g s  were ve ry  h i g h  f o r  an e x i t  o u t  o f  Growl ing.  

A p a u c i t y  o f  decent be lay  p o i n t s  around the  l a k e  l e d  Rolan t o  push us a s i d e  and 
whack i n  a bo l  t, a  move t h a t  prompted Trev t o  m u t t e r  "Bol tezar " ,  f o r  some reason 
o r  o t h e r .  Rolan, c a c k l i n g ,  descended, then ran  o f f  down passage i d e n t i c a l  i n  s i z e  
and shape t o  main s t ream Growl ing.  I t  was t he  c a c k l i n g  t h a t  upset  us, and i n  a  
h i g h  degree o f  a g i t a t i o n  we f i d g e t t e d  w i t h  gear and descended i n t o  "Foss i l  Growl ing" 
a t  an es t imated  depth o f  180 metres.  

A las  ou r  ecstacy was s h o r t  l i v e d ,  "upstream" was c l osed  o f f  by massive breakdown, 
though an exposed 10 metre c l i m b  may open up a  lead.  "Downstream" f i n i s h e d  i n  a  
superb sump fed by a smal l  upstream sump v i a  a  s h o r t  s i d e  passage. Th i s  downstream 
sump has the  same s i z e  and cha rac te r  o f  the  "Black R ive r "  sump and cou ld  be a  
d i veab le  connec t ion  f rom t h a t  s i d e ? !  

Cons ider ing  t he  6.00 pm dead l i ne  on t h e  gate,  p l u s  t he  requi rement  o f  a  r e t u r n  
survey t r i p ,  we l e f t  the cave r i gged .  T h i s  was smal l  compensation f o r  o u r  
d isappoin tment  a f t e r  the  p rev ious  "rushes". "Sur fac ing"  was u n e v e n t f u l ,  except  
f o r  an i n t e r l u d e  where Trev t r i e d  t o  conv ince A l b e r t o  t h a t  S te fan  was behind h im 
somewhere, whereupon a  confused A l b e r t o  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he was the  l'. . .  u l t i m a t e  
man". 

" P u l l e r ,  p u l l e r  . . . .  b a t  cha in  p u l l e r " ;  ou r  apres cave c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  f i n i s h e d  up a t  
Jacko 's  p a r t y ,  where Trev sa t  sm i r k i ng  i n  f r o n t  o f  M a r t i n ' s  s t e r o ,  w h i l e  I 
pondered the a f f e c t  ions o f  an aggress ive  e i gh teen  year  o l d .  "Not a  bad days cav ing"  
was T r e v l s  f i n a l  coherent  s ta tement ;  he was r i g h t .  

NICK HUME 

TCC MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SPELEO SPIEL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  



SPELEO SPIEL NO 197 
APRIL 1984 Page 6 

GROWLING SWALLET - 1984 

P a r t y :  Paul Spence   rane er Po tho le  c l u b ) ,  Mike Edwards, Rolan Eberhard 

Ea r l  i e r  t h i s  year  a  s i d e  passage f rom the  Main1 i n e  streamway i n  Growl ing was exp lo red .  
Not f a r  downstream f rom t h e  s t a r t  o f  M a i n l i n e ,  a  r o c k f a l l  on the  l e f t  hand s i d e  l oca tes  
the passage. Muddy wa l k i ng  type  cave c a r r y i n g  a  t r i c k l e  o f  wa te r  leads t o  a  t a l u s  
blockage. Th is  can be n e g o t i a t e d  by a  crawl  i n  the  mud underneath,  o r  a  c l i m b  through 
the  mud h i ghe r  up. On the  o t h e r  s i de ,  a  narrow and a l s o  muddy passage con t inues ,  
becoming c leaner  as one progresses upstream. A few s h o r t  c l imbs  l a t e r ,  a  l a r g e  
chamber above the stream l e v e l  on t he  l e f t  hand s i d e  i s  reached. I s e t  o f f  t o  check 
o u t  the chamber w h i l e  Mike con t inued  upstream i n  search o f  a  s h o r t  p i t c h  t h a t  a  
p rev ious  t r i p  had found. 

A t  one end o f  the  chamber a  passage c o u l d  be seen e n t e r i n g  some 10 metres up a  b l a n k  
w a l l ;  a t  the o t h e r  end two o t h e r  passages l e d  o f f  i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  One was 
b locked a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  i n  and I f o l l o w e d  the  o t h e r  a long  a  d r y  and open passage (a 
m in i  ~ r e a m t  ime) t h a t  opened o u t  above a  l a r g e  s t ream passage, presumably somewhere i n  
the c e i l i n g  o f  M a i n l i n e .  Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  the chamber I found Mike d i sgu i sed  as a  
Leprechaun perched i n  t he  passage above the  o t h e r  end o f  t he  chamber. So much f o r  
the p i t c h  lead,  we g r o v e l l e d  back t o  M a i n l i n e  and w i t h  Paul headed back towards t he  
ent rance . 

ROLAN EBERHARD 

MOLE CREEK MAINLANDERS' TOURIST TRIP - 
Those inc luded :  Stephen Bunton, Geof f  lnnes ( S U S S )  Ev lnnes (WASG) ,  ou r  l o c a l  guides 
Martyn Carnes, Trevor  Wai l e s  (TCC) . 
Monday 26 December 1983 - we drove up t o  Mole Creek f rom Hobart  de layed o n l y  by a  
f a u l t y  water  pump which caused the  c a r  t o  break down i n  t he  m idd le  o f  nowhere. 

Tuesday 27 December 1983 - t h i s  day s e t  t he  t r end  f o r  the  r e s t  o f  t he  t r i p .  The 
Mainlanders seemed t o  be on a  d i f f e r e n t  t ime  zone than the  l o c a l s  who o f t e n  s l e p t  i n ,  
% e ,  t o  a  l a t e r  hour than everyone e l s e .  The mood o f  the  t r i p  was t h a t  o f  a  h o l i d a y .  
We consoled ourse lves  w i t h  t he  f a c t  t h a t  the s o l e  reason f o r  go ing  cav ing  i s  t o  have 
a good t ime.  We d i d .  

We in t roduced  ourse lves  t o  t he  Ch ie f  Ranger, a  most f r i e n d l y ,  p o l i t e ,  cons ide ra te  and 
h e l p f u l  man c a l l e d  Chester Shaw. He gave us t he  key t o  Croesus Cave. We spent an 
hour i n  the  cave photographing be fo re  the  l o c a l s  caught up t o  us. They e x i t e d  be fo re  
we f i n i s h e d  ou r  pho tograph ic  f o l l y .  

Wednesday 28 December 1983 - we d i d  Wet Cave bu t  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  cou ld  f i n d  the  way 
through t o  Georgei S Ha1 l . 
That n i g h t  a f t e r  bash ing around the  sc rub ,  we found Genghis Khan, and spent an hour  o r  
two and a f i l m  o r  two on i t s  p r e t t i e s .  

Thursday 30 December 1983 - we d i d  Kubla Khan w i t h  Martyn.  Th is  t r i p  took longer  than 
a n t i c i p a t e d .  Steve was the  o n l y  one who had been i n t o  t he  cave be fo re .  Having n o t  
done the  cave f o r  33 years ,  he f o r g o t  the sequence f o r  t he  S t a l e c t i t e  S h u f f l e .  On t he  
way o u t  we waded the s t ream - i t  i s n ' t  ve ry  co l d ,  you d o n ' t  g e t  wet above the  w a i s t  
and i t  o n l y  takes 10 minutes.  Why bo the r  w i t h  the  h i g h  a l t i t u d e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t he  
S t a l e c t i t e  S h u f f l e ?  

E n t e r i n g  f rom the  lower ent rance,  however, meant we had t o  c l i m b  t he  b o l t s  up the  
f lows tone  w a l l .  Th i s  i s  f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t  fo rward  b u t  needs a  longer  hand l i ne  than t he  
6 m we c a r r i e d .  
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I n c l u d i n g  ex tens i ve  f o rma t i on  photography, the  t r i p  took 8 hours.  

Jhursday 30 n~r_smbP.r 1 E 1 4  - a  s l a c k e r  than normal s t a r t ;  some shopping and r e f u e l i n g ,  
a  t r i p  t o  De lo ra ine  and a  coun te r  lunch saw us s t a r t  Lynd 's  Cave very  l a t e .  I t  was 
a very  ho t  day and we met a  f a m i l y  o f  p i c n i c k e r s  l i l o i n g  around near t he  en t rance .  
They informed us t h a t  we were the  t h i r d  p a r t y  t o  e n t e r  t he  cave t h a t  day. Th i s  
seemed s t range  s i nce  i t  i s  a  "l i m i  ted  access" cave and r e q u i r e s  a  permi t. I t  i s  
no t ,  however, gated.  Once i n s i d e  we met a  group o f  t h ree  l o c a l  lads who had been 
c o l l e c t e d  speleothens.  They in formed us t h a t  the  souven i rs  they c a r r i e d  were 
a l r eady  smashed and l y i n g  on the f l o o r  ready t o  be c o l l e c t e d ! ! !  

F r i day  31 December 1983 - Rest day; we c l imbed Cradle  Mountain w h i l s t  Mar tyn and 
Trevor  j o i n e d  a  VSA t r i p  down Dev i l s  Pot and Anastomosis. 

Saturday 1 January 1984 - An e a r l y  s t a r t .  We had one V i c t o r i a n ,  Dale,  j o i n  up w i t h  
us t o  do Marakoopa. Again, we were t r e a t e d  t o  the  t o l e rance  and he lp fu l ness  o f  the  
GuideslRanger a t  Mole Creek. 

I t  seems t h a t  the NPWS has r e a l l y  go t  t h e i r  a c t  t oge the r  i n  t h i s  area. Many o f  t he  
caves a re  deemed l i m i t e d  access caves and r e q u i r e  pe rm i t s  t o  v i s i t  them. These 
pe rm i t s  a re  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  members o f  ASF s o c i e t i e s .  On the  whole t h i s  
pe rm i t  system works as e f f i c i e n t l y  as any I have met. 

Those caves t o  which the  " l i m i t e d  access" s t a t u s  a p p l i e s ,  have s igns  i n d i c a t i n g  t h i s .  
Some have been gated and keys need t o  be ob ta ined  from the  Guides/Rangers on a  d a i l y  
bas i s .  Na t i ona l  Parks '  s igns  e x p l a i n i n g  genera l  r u l e s  and behav iour  abound i n  t he  
park .  As such, the caves have been f a i r l y  w e l l  p r o t e c t e d  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  f r a g i l e  
na tu re .  I do, however, b e l i e v e  i t  i s  a  ma t t e r  o f  t ime . . . . . .  

I have made these suggest ions t o  t he  Ch ie f  Ranger i n  my r e p o r t  t o  h im o f  our  v i s i t .  
That - Both ent rances o f  Kubla Khan be gated,  the  t op  en t rance  i npene t rab l y .  

- Genghis Khan and Lynd 's  be immediately gated.  
STEPHEN BUNTON 

I C E  TUBE l l  - 3/3/84 

P a r t y :  T  Wai les,  N Hume, M Carnes, R Eberhard 

On the l a s t  t r i p  i n t o  I ce  Tube a  separate  s h a f t  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  the  second p i t c h  
( ~ e ~ e n e r a t e d   an) was no t  iced.  A t  t he  base o f  Degenerated Man a  b l ank  wal l 
camouflages the ex i s t ance  o f  the  second s h a f t ,  however, ha l fway down t he  p i t c h  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  look  across and i n  the  oppos i t e  w a l l  i s  a  gaping ho le .  

Our aim was t o  check t h i s  lead o u t ,  so f o r  the  second t ime i n  two weeks we s e t  o f f  
a long  the t r a c k  t o  I ce  Tube. For n o v e l t y  va lue  we chose the  h i ghe r  o f  t he  two I ce  
Tube ent rances;  t h i s  j o i n s  t he  main s t ream r i f t  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  i n s i d e  v i a  a  7 . 

metre p i t c h .  We then descended t he  f i r s t  ( o r  second i n  t h i s  case) p i t c h ,  n o t  
b o t h e r i n g  t o  use the  pendulum be lay  cons ide r i ng  how d r y  t he  cave was. A t  t he  top  o f  
Degenerated Man a  second look  a t  the  p a r a l l e l  s h a f t  con f i rmed our  susp i c i on  t h a t  
the bes t  way t o  reach i t  would be a  c l imb  around t o  the  r i g h t  hand s i d e  a t  the  top .  
Wi th  N ick  b e l a y i n g  I  t r ave rsed  a l ong  a  muddy ledge i n t o  a  r a t h e r  exposed r i f t  above 
the  s h a f t  i n  ques t i on .  A s h o r t  d i s t ance  below I cou ld  see a  ledge and a  c l i m b  down 
revea led  a  spacious area where a  l a r g e  b l ock  had f a l l e n  f rom the  c e i l i n g  and formed 
a  s l o p i n g  bu t  comfor tab le  area. Here l t i e d  the  be lay  rope o f f  and Trevor  and N i ck  
came through us i ng  i t  as a  hand l ine .  

A few l a r g e  bou lders  pushed o f f  t he  edge f e l l  f o r  a  respec tab le  number o f  seconds 
be fo re  s h a t t e r i n g  w i t h  an impress ive  no i se  a t  the  bot tom o f  what was o b v i o u s l y  
q u i t e  a  deep p i t .  I  a b s e i l e d  t o  a  sma l l e r  ledge a  few metres down and t h e r e  spent 
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severa l  minutes p l a c i n g  a  b o l t  i n  t he  w a l l .  50 metres o f  9  mm rope w i t h  a  f u r t h e r  30 
metres o f  Beal t i e d  t o  the  end was lowered and f r e e  hung very  n i c e l y  c l e a r  o f  t he  w a l l .  
I abse i l ed  down a  smooth w a l l  and stepped on a  t a l u s  ledge t o  admire t he  dimension o f  
the s h a f t .  A f u r t h e r  10 metre  a b s e i l  t o  a  rock  ledge on one s i d e  brought  me t o  the  
end o f  t he  50 metre  rope and I shouted up f o r  the  o t h e r s  t o  come down. W i t h  the  nex t  
rope looped over  a rope sp ike ,  I descended t he  f i n a l  8 metres t o  base o f  t h e  s h a f t  
p roper .  O f f  t o  one s i d e  was a  roomy chamber and t o  t h e  o t h e r  a  narrow r i f t  c a r r y i n g  
a  smal l  stream l e d  o f f  and down. I t  was necessary t o  c l i m b  i n t o  the  c e i l i n g  i n  o r d e r  
t o  avo id  the narrow base o f  the  r i f t ,  and I f o l l o w e d  i t  f o r  perhaps 40 awkward metres 
be fo re  a r r i v i n g  a t  a  p i t c h .  T h l s  was r e a l l y  j u s t  a  wide p o i n t  i n  t he  passage and a  drop 
back down t o  the s t ream a t  the base o f  t he  r i f t  some 20 metres below. I s t a r t e d  back 
and me t  Trevor  ha l fway  a long  the r i f t ,  and w i t h  a  t ime l i m i t  on the  t r i p  and no e x t r a  
gear w i t h  us, we headed back t o  the  rope. N i ck  had a l ready  s t a r t e d  p r u s i k i n g  and we 
were soon a l l  back a t  the b o l t  
ledge. Leaving the  hand l i ne  i n  
p lace ,  we f o l l owed  M a r t i n  who 
had a l ready  s e t  o f f  back 
towards the su r face .  

NOTE; The b o l t  and hanger on 
the second p i t c h  have been 
removed. 

ROLAN EBERHARD 

LITTLE GRUNT ( I B  23) 

L i t t l e  Grunt i s  a  po tho le  on the  
sou ths ide  o f  Marble H i l l ,  found 
and exp lo red  by M F l i n t ,  
R Gibson, Car1 and D Woodridge. 
To f i n d  the cave, f o l l o w  the 
E x i t  t r a c k  a  couple  o f  hundred 
yards,  and a red  taped t r a c k  
t u rns  down t o  the l e f t .  200 
v e r t i c a l  f e e t  down the h i l l  i s  
a  d o l i n e ,  the cave i s  i n  i t .  

A lec Marr and A C la rke  + M F l i n t  
r e t u rned  a  week l a t e r  t o  push i t  
b u t  o n l y  go t  another  12 m p i t c h .  

The cave i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  smal l  
p i t c h e s  s tacked on top o f  each 
o t h e r .  The f i r s t  p i t c h  i s  10 m, 
and was done on a  ladder  hung 
f rom a  l a r g e  s t r i n g y  ba rk  gum. 

The second p i t c h  was 3 smal l  
drops which a re  descended as 
one p i t c h  w i t h  smal l  ledges 
inbetween. I t  was hung from a  
w i r e  t r a c e  ( l a r g e )  above the 
p i t c h  and backed up t o  a  
l a r g e  b l o c k  on the  f l o o r  o f  
the  f i r s t  p i t c h .  

The t h i r d  p i t c h  (30 m) i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  the  second, 3 drops 
a re  descended as one p i t c h .  
Th i s  was hung f rom a  ( C )  No 10 
chock i n  a  c rack  up t o  the  l e f t  
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o f  the  p i t c h .  

The f o u r t h  p i t c h  (10 m) was hung from a wi  
p i  t ch ,  and backed up t o  the  p rev ious  rope. 

The f i f t h  p i t c h  ( 1 2  m) was hung from a sma 
and backed up t o  a  No 9 (C )  Hex. Th i  S has 
h o l e  bu t  soon opens up i n  a  spacious s h a f t  

e  s l i n g  above and t o  t he  r i g h t  o f  t he  

1 s t a l a g m i t e  up t o  the  r i g h t  o f  the  p i t c h  
an uncomfor tab le  s t a r t  through a smal l  

A t  the bot tom o f  t h i s  s h a f t  t he re  i s  a  narrow r i f t  w i t h  a  draught ;  i t  cou ld  
p o s s i b l v  be pushed by a  t h i n  keen person. 

MlCK FLINT 

ICE TUBE I l l  - 10/3/84 

P a r t y :  Trevor  Wai les ,  S t u a r t  N icho las ,  P h i l  H i l l  and N i ck  Hume. 

P h i l  and S t u a r t  made the  sugges t ion  t h a t  the new ex tens ion  be c a l l e d  " I n t e s t i n a l  
Perfume" (ugh) ,  an a p p r o p r i a t e  cho i ce  f o r  them t o  make. I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t he  f a r t i n g  
about t h a t  occur red  d u r i n g  our  seven hours underground, we l i n k e d  t he  p a r t i a l l y  
exp lo red  lead back t o  the normal r o u t e  and surveyed i t ,  thus adding a b i t  more t o  
the t o t a l  l eng th  o f  the  "Growl ing" system. 

Meanwhile, back a t  the beg inn ing  o f  the  day, Trev,  S t u a r t  and I were pe r f o rm ing  
the usual  r i t u a l  a t  the end o f  the  E i g h t  Road, a l b e i t  w i t h  l ess  than usual  
enthusiasm, and were about t o  head o f f  when P h i l  screeched t o  a  h o l t  i n  f r o n t  o f  
us . . . . .  Much, much l a t e r ,  r i g g i n g  "Phreds Downfa l l "  I asked P h i l  i f  he had any 
two inch  tape, a t  which p o i n t  a  l a r g e  y e l l o w  o b j e c t  appeared o u t  o f  t he  r i f t  above 
and h u r t l e d  pas t  me, . . . .  whang, sp ro ing ,  . . . .  r a t t l e ,  r a t t l e ,  r a t t l e  . . . .  on down 
the 20 metre p i t c h .  I gasped and y e l l e d  "what the  s h i t  was t h a t ? "  P h i l ,  r e p l y i n g  
q u i e t l y  "my pack and the tapes were i n  i t " .  "Oh! f i n e  .... w e l l  I ' l l  j u s t  have t o  
use t h i s  b i t  o f  tape l e f t  over  f rom the through t r i p " .  Things were degenera t ing  
f a s t .  

P h i l  and Y tua r t  were m i l d l y  awed by t he  greasy downclimb t o  t he  top  o f  the  70 metre  
p i t c h ,  l a r g e l y  because i t  was t h e i r  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  cave. A l l  o f  us 
en joyed a b s e i l i n g  t h i s  superb, f reehanging drop.  Being f i r s t  down, I c l imbed up 
i n t o  the spacious r i f t  and soon reached t he  20 metre  p i t c h  t h a t  was l e f t  undescended 
f rom the t r i p  two weeks e a r l i e r .  There I wa i t ed  f o r  the  o t h e r s  t o  ca t ch  up, and 
wa i t ed ,  and wa i t ed  . . . . .  Even tua l l y  I de tec ted  g run t i ngs  and groanings coming f rom 
somewhere below, where P h i l  and S t u a r t  were t r y i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  much narrower  
s e c t i o n  o f  the  r i f t .  They j o i n e d  me, a ided  by some adv ice ,  about the  same t ime Trev 
a r r i v e d  us i ng  the  e a s i e r  r ou te .  P h i l  exclaimed t h a t  they had j u s t  exper ienced 
something worse than "Mothers Passage", a  p r o p o s i t i o n  I found hard  t o  b e l i e v e !  

I zoomed down the new p i t c h  and a r r i v e d  i n  comfo r t ab l y  wide passage t h a t  was t a k i n g  
a smal l  q u a n t i t y  o f  wa te r .  Downstream I came t o  a  window l ook ing  o n t o  a  huge 
aven; was i t  "Fabulous Spangley"? Was i t  new? S l i g h t l y  impressed I scrambled back 
t o  ge t  Trev,  who p o n t i f i c a t e d  f o r  some moments b e f o r e  pronounc ing i t  l ' . . . .  t h e  b i g  

% 

aven between Ramp P i t c h  and Fabulous Spangley". He sucked me i n t o  check ing t he  
t r u t h  o f  t h i s  and a f t e r  some i n t e r e s t i n g  r i g g i n g ,  I descended a 1 4  metre  p i t c h  t o  
the f l o o r  p roper  and soon encountered f a m i l i a r  ground. Re tu rn ing  t o  the  base o f  
t he  p i t c h ,  I shouted, "you'  r e  r i g h t  Trev" t o  which he rep1 i ed ,  "gooo-ood! . . . hang 
on, I ' l l  throw you the  end o f  the  tape". So began the  survey.  

Back a t  the 20 metre p i t c h  ( t h a t  cou ld  be c a l l e d  "P ike rs  p i t c h " )  we found t h a t  
the  o the rs  had s e l f  less/Ly l e f t ,  l e a v i n g  us w i t h  t h e  t ask  o f  survey ing,  packhaul i ng  
and b r i d g i n g  t he  bof fm6less l n t e s t i n a l  Perfume r i f t ,  something t h a t  cou ld  become 
my f a v o u r i t e  hobby. Once ou t  o f  t he  r i f t ,  the  go ing  became much e a s i e r  and 
ascending "China C r i s i s "  a  p o s i t i v e  p leasure ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  us i ng  t h e  umpteenth 
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re f inement  o f  my ropewal k i n g  system ( t h e  new CM1 s h o r t  i ' S  wi t h  the  " i nve r t ed "  cams 
a re  b r i  l l i a n t ) .  Here we caught up w i t h  Phi l and S t u a r t  who were e n j o y i n g  a m i  l d  
case o f  exposure hav ing s a t  around f o r  over  an hour.  They soon warmed up h a u l i n g  
b o t h  o u r  packs up the  p i t c h ,  god b l ess  them, a s s i s t e d  somewhat by a p u l l e y  and jumar 
on the b o l t .  I r e t r i e v e d  the p rec ious  hanger, b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  l o s t  a p a i r  o f  p l i e r s  
down the  p i t c h ,  thanks t o  the  greasy mud. 

P h i l ' s  a t tempt  on the  c l i m b  ended w i t h  h im s i t t i n g  h e a v i l y  on h i s  backs ide,  back on 
the  f l o o r ,  then Stuey had a go. "This . . . .  i ng  pack ' s  t he  problem' '  was heard 
innumerable t imes be fo re  an en l i gh tened  S t u a r t  decided t o  suspend the  pack f rom h i s  
harness and move on. P h i l  ba lked  a t  the  t r ave rse  so Trev and I ended up su rvey ing  
around him, and a f t e r  more s t u f f i n g  about we were soon i n  some danger o f  a c t u a l l y  
l eav i ng  the cave. Trev and I fo l l owed up, de - r i gg i ng ,  and found we d i d n ' t  have 
enough room i n  our  packs t o  stow the f i n a l  rope. Th i s  I found somewhat amusing as,  
c l i m b i n g  o u t  o f  the  d o l i n e ,  t i e d  t o  Trev i n  a t a n g l e  o f  spare rope, I was t o  over -  
hear him t h rea ten  h i s  pack and the rope w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  unna tu ra l  a c t i o n s .  

P h i l  made the mis take  o f  ask i ng  what T rev  was upset  about and was p rompt l y  t o l d ,  a f t e r  
which we ran through the  darkness, back t o  the  ca r s ,  i n  what must be a record  t ime 
of  35 v i n u t e s  (accord ing  t o  P h i l ! ) .  Even so, we were a q u a r t e r  o f  an hour l a t e  f o r  
the 9 . 0 0  pm dead l i ne  on the gate.  Next t r i p  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  s t a r t  e a r l i e r ! .  

NICK HUME 






