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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

J u l y  17 The E d i t o r  t u r n s  30! 

Aug 4 / 5  I l e  des Phoques d i v i n g / s i g h t - s e e i n g  one day boat  t r i p .  The more who go 
the  cheaper i t  ge ts ,  so see P h i l  H i l l  i f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  

ED l TOR l AL 

Funny how t h i s  group seems t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c t i v e  bu t  t he re  i s  a c t u a l l y  heaps 
go ing  on! Maybe i t ' s  because t h e r e  a re  no ep i cs  happening a t  t he  moment. I guess 
everyone i s  more exper ienced and capable so t r i p s  t h a t  were r a t e d  i n  the  " o f f  the  
end o f  the s c a l e '  category  have s l i p p e d  back i n  perce ived  d i f f i c u l t y  and a r e  now 
t r e a t e d  as average t r i p s  and i n  f a c t  a r e  average t r i p s  f o r  ou r  a c t i v e  members. 

Th i s  r a i ses  the  problem o f  new members. How does someone make t h e  g i a n t  leap f rom 
Ex i t /En t rance /Midn igh t  Hole type t r i p s  t o  the  average F l o r e n t i n e  F o l l y ?  To j o i n  
i n  w i t h  Epics U n l i m i t e d  on the t y p i c a l  weekend j a u n t  r e q u i r e s  them t o  suddenly 
g a i n  h a l f  a  decade o f  exper ience,  heaps o f  gear, de te rm ina t i on  and a l l  t he  o t h e r  
t h i ngs  t h a t  go t o  make up a  good "hard" caver .  I t ' s  a  s i t u a t i o n  we a r e  n o t  faced 
w i t h  ve ry  f r e q u e n t l y  as new members seem t o  be an endangered spec ies,  b u t  t he  few 
we have seem very  q u i c k l y  t o  ge t  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and run  away, never t o  be seen 
aga in .  

Some o f  you honkies a r e  go ing  t o  say " i t ' s  j u s t  another  e d i t o r i a l " .  We l l ,  i t ' s  
t r u e !  What e l s e  can I say about ou r  dark  underground a c t i v i t y ?  

STUART N l CHOLAS 

CLUB BITS 

- Al though a  b i t  o l d  now ( t h i s  news, n o t  the  E d i t o r ,  y e t ! ) ,  d u r i n g  the  month 

be fo re  Eas te r  we were b lessed w i t h  t he  presence o f  an l t a l i a n  caver  c a l l e d  
A l b e r t o .  H i s  E n g l i s h  was n o t  "0" l e v e l  (perhaps ze ro  l e v e l ! ) ,  b u t  he was a  
g r e a t  guy anyway. Un fo r t una te l y  we had j u s t  had an a c t i v e  weekend so n o t  
much happened w h i l e  he was here,  b u t  what he d i d  do seemed t o  impress him. 
Apparen t l y  i n  I t a l y ,  whenever A u s t r a l i a  i s  ment ioned i n  cav i ng  c i r c l e s ,  i t  
i s  i n s t a n t l y  t r a n s l a t e d  t o  "Tasmaniat' ( i n  I t a l i a n  o f  course ! ) .  H i s  cook ing 
w h i l e  a t  the  TCC i t i n e r a n t s  and al l -corners New Town t r a n s i t  lounge was a  
pasta as good, eh, how you say i t ?  .... tucke r !  

- Other v i s i t o r s  d u r i n g  t he  l a s t  few months have inc luded  a  SUSS (very ! )  group 

over  Eas te r  as w e l l  as VSA a t  the  same t ime.  The infamous Steve Bunton was 
here d u r i n g  the summer school  vaca t i on  and back aga in  f o r  two weeks d u r i n g  
May w i t h  A1 W a r i l d  and, f o r  a week o n l y ,  Anne Gray. Bunty w i l l  never l e a r n  - 
maybe t h a t ' s  why h e ' s  s t i l l  a t  schoo l !  
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- Why a re  our  pub n i g h t s  b o r i n g  these days? I t ' s  a lmost  a  chore go ing a long  

d e s p i t e  the  good venue, crowd, atmosphere, and so on. Same faces,  same 
conve rsa t i on  t o p i c s  . . . . . . . .  For those who d o n ' t  know, we meet a t  the  Doghouse 
Ho te l  most Wednesday and/or Thursday n i g h t s  a f t e r  about 9.00 pm. Be t he re  and 
add a  new face  ( o r  j u s t  b r i n g  t he  o l d  one) t o  the  group. 

- Two e d i t i o n s  a f t e r  t h i s  one w i l l  be the  200th Speleo S p i e l  - q u i t e  an achievement 

f o r  any o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a  cav ing  c l ub .  A  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  w i l l  be 
produced, b u t  ideas a r e  needed so s t i r  those r u s t y  neurons i n t o  a c t i o n  and t e l l  
e i t h e r  Stu o r  T rev  o f  your  i n s p i r a t i o n s .  

- Mid J u l y ,  yours  t r u l y  t he  E d i t o r  i s  o f f  t o  NZ f o r  a  coup le  o f  weeks s k i i n g ,  so 

i f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  go ing  l e t  h im know r e a l  soon. 

- Probably  a t  the end o f  J u l y ,  a  p a r t y  t ype  t h i n g  w i l l  p robab ly  happen i n  and 

around S t u ' s  New Town abode. J u l y  i s  h i s  30 th  b i r t h d a y  and i t ' s  a l s o  t he  month 
o f  t he  200th S p i e l  as w e l l  as t he re  be ing  a  c a l l  f o r  a  house warming t h i ng .  
Maybe I should  l i g h t  t he  f i r e  t o  warm the  house, i t  would be cheaper b u t  maybe 
less  fun !  An a c t u a l  da te  w i l l  be revea led  a t  some s tage.  

- For those con temp la t ing  go ing t o  the nex t  I U S  Conference i n  Spain,  you now have 

an e x t r a  year t o  save your pesos. Owing t o  a  few o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  problems, t he  
Spaniards have postponed the  whole show f rom J u l y  1985 t o  September 1986. 1 
d o n ' t  know about r a i n  on Spa in ' s  p l a i n  bu t  i t  seems a  s t range  t ime o f  year  t o  
h o l d  the Conference. A few o f  the  Sydney crew a r e  go ing  t o  Europe anyway nex t  
year  - fewer people,  no queues a t  cave ent rances and so on. 

- Anyone seeing two 100 m 9 mm ropes and one 78 m 11 mm rope - a l l  B luewater  - 
p lease l e t  t he  Quar termaster  know. These t h r e e  ropes disappeared f rom t h e  s t o r e  
over  t he  weekend o f  June 9 and 10, and do no t  seem t o  be i n  t he  possess ion o f  
any c l u b  member. Wonder i f  t h e r e ' s  any connec t ion  t o  t he  gear removal j o b  a t  
R i k  and Jan ine 's  p l ace?  

- Annual Dinner - t h i s  year  i t has been suggested we go on t he  "Derwent Exp lo re r "  

t r i p  t o  Oyster  Cove Inn.  Th i s  would c o s t  about  $25.00 so s t a r t  sav ing  now! 
These t r i p s  a r e  g r e a t  f un  and should  make f o r  a  g r e a t  evening. 

THE WORST CAVES I N  THE WORLD 

S u f f e r e r s :  Phi l H i 1  l and Stephen Bunton 

Tuesday 24  January 1984 - Most cavers g e t  o f f  on e x p l o r a t i o n ,  b u t  un less  you a r e  a  
l o c a l ,  e x p l o r a t i o n  a i n ' t  easy. I t  r e q u i r e s  a  l o t  o f  l o c a l  knowledge t o  f i n d  any th i ng .  
People l i k e  me from NSW where i t  i s  caved o u t ,  con ten t  themselves w i t h  t o u r i s t  
cav ing.  Such i s  my quest .  When i n  A u s t r a l i a  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  do t o u r i s t  t r i p s  down 
a l l  the good, the  bes t ,  caves i n  any area.  The problem be ing  aga in  you need l o c a l s  
t o  he lp  you. Q u i t e  o f t e n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  o f  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a  good cave d i f f e r s  t o  
yours .  

I t was someone ' S adv i ce  t h a t  Ph i l and l f o l  lowed - "go and do 341 , i t ' S  p r e t t y  good". 
Phi  l forewarned me t h a t  you come ou t  covered i n  caramel 10 s h i  t, b u t  t h e r e  was a  hope 
o f  new passage and good f o rma t i on  photos.  I was s o l d  on t he  idea. 

We descended the  wors t  s e c t i o n  o f  c a l c i t e  c l a y  g r o v e l l i n g  s t y l e  c l imbs  I 1 d . e v e r  done. 
F r igged  ou r  way down some ladders  ( I  h a d n ' t  used these a r c h a i c  implements o f  
e x p l o r a t i o n  f o r  yea rs ) .  Then we r i g g e d  a  s i n g l e  rope ( I  know how these work) and hence 
en te red  the good b i t s  o f  t he  cave. The h igh1  i g h t  o f  t he  cave - t h e  lake  - had been 
s t o l e n ,  so low were t he  wate r  l e v e l s .  A few s t raw photos then i t  was up t o  P h i l l s  
Dig.  
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A few p leasan t  hours were spent here h a l f  covered i n  gooey wet mud, hammering o u t  
w a l l  f l a k e s  w i t h  a rounded d o l e r i t e  rock.  The deb r i s  and mud we scraped o u t  w i t h  a 
f l a k e  o f  c a l c i t e .  Such p a l a e o l i t h i c  technology y i e l d e d  another  h a l f  metre o f  
passage. I t  would o n l y  accept  the t o r s o  o f  a w e l l  a c t i v a t e d  P h i l .  W i t h  a lump 
hammer P h i l ' s  P a l a e o l i t h i c  Passage migh t  go - i t  has t o  accord ing  t o  Sod's Law. As 
the p a i r  o f  us s t r u g g l e d  u p h i l l  w i t h  f a r  too  heavy packs I thought - a l l  the  
d i s g u s t i n g  caves a r e  the ones which go somewhere. 

Back on the sur face  we dumped our  packs on the "Round the Mountain" t r a c k  and went 
o f f  l ook ing  f o r  the Chairman. I ' d  never seen i t .  A f t e r  an hour o f  bashing about 
the t runca ted  t r acks  and pas t  abhor ted tapes o f  some o t h e r  era,  we c a l l e d  i t  a day 
and re tu rned  t o  the ca r .  

Our day was no t  complete. D r i v i n g  down the Junee Quarry  Road we were h a l t e d  by the 
locked gate.  Thus commenced the 3 km walk  back t o  the ANM gate.  We had p r e v i o u s l y  
been t o l d  t h a t  t h e y ' d  p r e f e r  t h i s  than t o  have us e x i t  v i a  t he  Junee Homestead - 
the l og  hav ing long s i nce  disappeared. 

Despi te  the sho r t  j o g  i t  was no hardsh ip  and we p rompt ly  go t  a l i f t  back t o  t he  car  
and were re leased by the gateman. I t  was q u i t e  l a t e  when we f i n a l l y  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  
d inner  and gear washing i n  the  Junee R i ve r .  

Wednesday 25 January 1984 - A t  5.30 am the  squawk o f  my a la rm c u t  my r e s t f u l  slumber 
l i k e  a k n i f e .  B reak fas t  and pack ing q u i c k l y  saw us through the ga te  a t  6.30 am 
and on our  way up No 9 Road t o  the o l d  Growl ing Swa l l e t  carpark.  A las,  the  snow 
damage was s t i l l  over the road and the slow progress c l e a r i n g  t he  t r ack ,  i f  i t  was 
the r i g h t  one, caused us t o  change p lans .  

We q u i c k l y  drove around t o  No 8 Road and ins tead  o f  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  t o  Growl ing 
turned l e f t  t o  do Gormanghast. The legendary q u a l i t y  o f  t h i s  cave as e x t o l l e d  by 
ex-Tasmanian cavers now long f o s s i l i z e d  was as expected. 

P h i l  and I soon became d isappo in ted  beyond b e l i e f  and e x i t e d  w i t h i n  an hour a f t e r  
Steve passed a mot ion o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the  cave. We d ined i n  the  noon day sun 
"hopping" t o  the ca r  s te reo  be fo re  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Hobart  r e a l  e a r l y .  

STEVE BUNTON 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE POT TO GROWLING SWALLET THROUGH TRIP - 

Pa r t y :  M a r t i n  Carnes and N i ck  Hume 

No-one e l s e  seemed t o  be a b l e  t o  "spare the  time" t o  go cav ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
weekend, so I rang M a r t i n  on the o f f  chance and found he was harbour ing  ideas about 
a c e r t a i n  through t r i p  ......, j u s t  what I f anc ied !  

My abysmal memory f o r g o t  the l o c a t i o n  o f  Slaughterhouse o n l y  t empora r i l y  (oh! how 
cou ld  I f o r g e t ? ) ,  and we were soon g r o v e l l i n g  through the  t i g h t  ent rance passage, 
smug i n  the knowledge t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have t o  r e t u r n  t he  same way. I r i g g e d  t he  28 
metre Southgate P i t c h  w i t h  a s l i n g  made up o f  a sho r t ,  chopped s e c t i o n  o f  c l u b  
Bluewater.  M a r t i n  f ed  me the main rope which cons i s ted  o f  h i s  33 metre Bluewater,  
k n o t t e d  t o  my 37 metre Beal .  We a b s e i l e d  the p i t c h  on doubled rope, then p u l l e d  i t  
down behind us. A f a i r l y  commit t ing a c t i o n ,  I remember t h i n k i n g  a t  the t ime, as 
n e i t h e r  o f  us had been t h a t  f a r  be fo re .  

Whi le  down c l i m b i n g  the t a l u s ,  imned ia te ly  below t h i s  p i t c h ,  I was overwhelmed by an 
u rgen t  need tode feca te  and as I had p laced  my caplamp imned ia te ly  behind me, i n  t he  
has te  t o  remove o v e r a l l s ,  the  whole g h a s t l y  bus iness was p r o j e c t e d  i n  s i l h o u e t t e ,  
on to  the oppos i t e  w a l l .  A l l  t h i s  was too  much f o r  M a r t i n  who went s c u r r y i n g  back up 
the s lope,  r e t c h i n g .  
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The neck formed by a  l a r g e  b l o c k  l ean ing  a g a i n s t  t he  w a l l ,  p rov i ded  a  handy anchor 
p o i n t  f o r  the 18 metre ( ? )  p i t c h .  I a b s e i l e d  p a s t  a  h a i r y  l ook i ng ,  suspended b l o c k  
t o  a g rave l  f l o o r e d  chamber, where I charged o f f  t o  have a  look  see. 

The lowest p o i n t  o f  the chamber had been looked a t  by S te fan  and Trev on t he  p rev i ous  
t r i p  (see Sp ie l  1 9 1 )  who repo r t ed  no c o n t i n u a t i o n s  here.  However, yours  t r u l y  dec ided 
t o  cap tu re  some o f  the " f l a v o u r "  o f  the cave by hav ing  ano ther  look,  a  p i e c e  o f  
i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a t  n e a r l y  proved f a t a l .  A low c raw l  ended i n  a  p i l e  o f  c a r  s i z e d  
bou lders ,  which looked harmiess enough. The way on was a  ve ry  t i g h t  squeeze u p  through 
these i n t o  a  f l a c t e n e r ,  where I f o l l owed  S t e f a n ' s  scrapes and c a i r n s  be fo re  coming 
t o  much t he  same conc lus i on  he had about the  p lace .  

M a r t i n  caught up w i t h  me on my "nth" a t tempt  t o  ge t  back through the  squeeze. Curs ing 
and sweat ing,  I asked h im t o  hang about as I was hav ing  a  b i t  o f  t r o u b l e .  My sore  
h i p  bones j u s t  w e r e n ' t  go ing  back through what they had so r e c e n t l y  passed, and i t  
s l ow l v  dawned on me the  reason why. The b loody h o l e  was g e t t i n g  sma l l e r  ( ! )  and as 
I s t r u g g l e d  v i o l e n t l y  t o  e x t r i c a t e  myse l f ,  the damned t h i n g  was g e t t i n g  sma l l e r ,  
f a s t e r !  Halfway o u t ,  I r e tu rned  the  p ressure  the  b l o c k  was suddenly p u t t i n g  on my 
legs,  t o  d iscover  i t  was n o t  j u s t  t e e t e r i n g  i n  balance, b u t  was a  case o f  genuine 
subsidence. No c o n t o r t i o n i s t  c ~ u l d  have remo.ded h i m s e l f  f rom t h a t  death t r s p  q u i c k e r  
than I d i d !  

L y i n g  i n  the  f l a t t e n e r ,  bathed i n  sweat, my imag ina t ion  wandered over  t h e  
consequences o f  g e t t i n g  s t uck  w h i i e  ha l fway through a  s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  u rgh !  
Fo r t una te l y ,  what n a t u r e  takes away she/he a l s o  g i v e t h  and w i t h  M a r t i n ' s  guidance 
I managed t o  squeeze through t he  en la rged  gap on the  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t he  b l o c k  i n t o  
the low c r a h l .  I wandered back t o  the  18 metre  p i t c h ,  shaken and confused, t o  c o l l e c t  
thz  gear, dclr ing ~-,k,ich t ime M a r t i n  had l oca ted  t he  way on. 

A p i l e  o f  spent c a r b i d e  ( thanks   rev) i n d i c a t e d  a dubious r o u t e  down through the  rock -  
p i l e ,  beg inn ing  dii.5 a squeeze through laose b l ocks  wh ich  l e f t  me w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  
sense o f  de ja  voas. Mar t  i n  had to S t r i p  o f f  severa l  jumpers t o  g e t  through, b u t  
s f t e r w a r d  d e s c r i b ~ d  i t  as a  p i ece  o f  something o r  o t h e r .  M a r t i n ' s  c a l  i o f  "below" 
reached me a t  z x a c t l y  the san,e moment the  r ock  d i d .  I f e l t  a d u l l  b lcw, pair :  between 
the shoulder  b iades,  w h i l e  i n  mid s t r i d e ,  b r i d g i n g  down a  r i f t .  I shook o f f  t he  
o f f e n d i n g  o b j e c t  a i ld  i t  wen: c rash ing  p a s t  me, f a r t u n a t e l y  i was wear ing a  f u l  l rope 
2ack a :  i:le t i n e .  A w c r r i e d  !ook ing M a r t i 7 ' s  nex t  commen~ was "......phew!" 

W? i o l l ~ w e d  m n y  and f requen t  c a i r ~ s  t b a t  l e d ,  t o r t u r o u s l y ,  through r o c k p i l e  and 
r i f t  f c r  sonc cons ide rab le  d i s t a n c e  be fo re  ccminq t o  a  spi-ay lashed 20 metre  p i t c h  
and, f u r t h e r  on; a second ? i t c h  o f  25 metres.  The l a t t e r  looked vaguely f a m i l i a r  
and d i s t z n t  rumbles f r o %  the Trapdoor s t ream cou ld  be heard. We op ted  f o r  do ing  the  
2 5  metre  p i t c h ,  even though i t  r e a u i r e d  two b o l t s ,  as t he  o t h e r  aven looked c l osed  
f rom above ( f o r  f u t u r e  i r i p s ,  the 20 metre i s  ok and e a s i e r  t o  r i g ) ,  anyway, 
" t , c ) t i ng"  i s  such good, c l ean  f u n  (ask ~ o l a n ) .  A b s e i l i n g  i n t o  the f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  
Growl ing was pure  p leasure  and we made a  l e i s u r e l y  e x i r  s f t e r  an i n t e r e s t i n g  f i v e  
hours underground. 

NJCK HUME 

THE SECOND E P I C  I.T./GROWLING THRU T R I P  - SATURDAY MARCH i j  OR ... T H E  EPIC SECOND 
I.T./GROWLING THRU TRIP - 
Party :  M a r t i n  Carnes, S t u a r t  N icho las ,  Mike Edwards and R i k  and Jan ine  McTanney 

Some say Growl ing  i s  a  c l a s s i c ,  o t h e r s  say i t  i s  aw fu l .  Some even en joy  go ing  cav ing  
. . . . . Wi th  a1 l these f a c t o r s  i n  ~ i n d ,  o r  n o t  i n  mind as t he  case may be, everyone 
managed t o  assemble themselves a t  the  ANM ga te  a t  p r e c i s e l y  0730 - q u i t e  an 
achievemenr r e a i  l y ,  b u t  then a c e r t a  i n  Engl i s h  person ( t o  be spoken i n  a  French 
accent )  d i d  I T  t h r u  GS a  few weeks ago! 
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One c a r  was l e f t  a t  the  gate,  t he  o t h e r  be ing  somewhat s t u f f e d  w i t h  t r o g s  and 
t h e i r  assoc ia ted  paraphena l ia  w h i l e  dodging mega-loaded l o g  t r ucks  as w e l l  as be ing  
i n  f o u r  wheel d r i v e .  More about ca rs  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  b u l l e t i n .  

The s tagger  up the h i l l  was r e l a t i v e l y  n o t  unpleasant  and w i t h  as tound ing  speed 
a l l  descended i n t o  the  e a r t h  around 0945 armed w i t h  one 45 m and two 100 m ropes. 
Spare r i g g i n g  gear,  a  b o l t  k i t  and one p r u s i k  r i g  was a l s o  i n  v a r i o u s  over loaded 
packs. 

Descending through I ce  Tube was almost amazing, i n  f a c t  q u i t e  mind b low ing ,  as none 
o f  t he  bods p resen t  had been below the  t h i r d  p i t c h .  For anyone who has n o t  seen 
IT (and l guess t h a t ' s  most cavers i n  the w o r l d ! )  the  s h a f t s  a re  q u i t e  f a n t a s t i c  - 
r a t h e r  l i k e  a  g i a n t  v e r s i o n  o f  M idn igh t  Hole  w i t h  a  s t ream added f o r  e x t r a  e f f e c t  
a t  no e x t r a  cos t .  The descent was no t  the  most e f f i c i e n t  p o s s i b l e  b u t  the  team 
a r r i v e d  a t  the  bot tom ok and I  guess t h a t ' s  the  a im o f  the e x e r c i s e  r e a l l y .  A l l  
the ropes p u l l e d  down w i t h o u t  any hass les a t  a l l ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  no t  t o  say 
problems w o n ' t  occur  on f u t u r e  t h r u  t r i p s .  From t h a t  p o i n t  on the  t r i p  r e a l l y  
begins - no longer  do you c l i p  the  pack o n t o  your  harness, y o u r s e l f  o n t o  t h e  rope 
and hop o f f  the edge w h i l e  popping neurons i n s i d e  your head add t o  the  a s t r a l  
awareness o f  the cosmic space f a c t o r  su r round ing  your  be ing.  Ins tead  you a r e  
ve ry  much down t o  e a r t h  and b a t t l i n g  t o  d rag  y o u r s e l f  and your  pack through the  
dreaded F a l l o p i a n  Tube i n t o  the n o t  so dreaded, and i n  f a c t  a lmost  p l easan t  
Mother s  Passage. 

A more arduous and downr ight  nas ty  p i ece  o f  cave passage would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  
f i n d ,  as w e l l  as be ing  imposs ib le  t o  do i f  i t  was found. Wi thou t  heavy packs 
( 1 5  k g ) ,  F-Tube would almost be fun ,  except  t h a t  you a r e  comp le te ly  i s o l a t e d  and 
must ge t  through t o  reach the r e a l  wo r l d ,  and pubs and t h i n g s ,  again .  I guess 
t h a t ' s  the cha l lenge  o f  cav ing  - a  c o n t r o l l e d  s u r v i v a l  e x e r c i s e !  S t range l y  no-one 
sensed the i s o l a t i o n ,  maybe because i t  was a l l  b a s i c a l l y  known cave. There was 
l i t t l e  o f  the  usual  buzz when underground and a  l ong  way f rom the  comfor ts  o f  
F l o r e n t i n e  Va l l ey  r a i n  f o r e s t .  Cons iderab le  t ime was spent r i p p i n g  cav ing  gear 
t o  shreds and d e s t r o y i n g  v a r i o u s  b i t s  o f  t h e  wearers as w e l l ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  
everyone co l l apsed  o n t o  t he  mud bank i n  Ma in l i ne ,  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  one o rdea l  was 
over .  There were o n l y  t h ree  o r  f o u r  l e f t  ( o r d e a l s  t h a t  i s ) .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  M a r t i n  was f e e l i n g  the p inch ,  bu t  as w e l l  as t h a t  was a l s o  co l d ,  
q u i t e  t i r e d  and s u f f e r i n g  f a i r l y  severe cramps. A t r i c k y  s i t u a t i o n  when a  coup le  
o f  k i l o m e t r e s  o f  f a i r l y  arduous cave had y e t  t o  be nego t i a t ed  - some o f  i t  q u i t e  
wet.  Mike d i d  a  g r e a t  j o b  o f  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  through M a i n l i n e  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
Necros is ,  c e r t a i n l y  f a r  b e t t e r  than the au tho r !  A coup le  o f  s tops were had on the  
way f o r  RER p l u s  a  few o f  S tuey ' s  infamous j e l l y  beans. 

The r a t h e r  unique ( o t h e r  names were a l s o  used) r i g g i n g  o f  the  Herpes I I I p i t c h  
had everyone guessing, bu t  i t  was n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t  as was t he  s u i t a b l y  
wet Herpes I l l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  M a r t i n ' s  pack con ten ts  were spread between Mike 
and S tu  t o  r e l i e v e  him o f  some o f  the p h y s i c a l  work needed t o  e x t r i c a t e  h i m s e l f .  
A bad exposure v i c t i m  i n  t h i s  area would have l i t t l e  chance o f  s u r v i v a l ,  d e s p i t e  
i t  be ing  p o s s i b l e  t o  reach the en t rance  i n  about h a l f  an hour f rom t h i s  p o i n t  

when reasonably f r e s h  and unencumbered w i t h  packs and so on. G e t t i n g  t h e  packs 
through Windy R i f t  proved e a s i e r  than expected and i t  wasn ' t  t oo  long  b e f o r e  the  
moon1 i t  f o r e s t  was reached, a1 though the top  (ent rance)  sec t  i o n  o f  G S  was f a i r l y  
s low f o r  a l l  concerned! 

A f t e r  t en  hours  o f  i n t e r e s ' t i n g  cav ing  I T  was ove r  - the  second o n l y  IT/GS t h r u  
t r i p .  A l l  i n  a l l  a  f a i r l y  amazing t r i p  and one I would recommend t o  a.nyone capable 
o f  i t .  However, do no t  underes t imate  the  s e v e r i t y  o f  what appears on paper t o  be 
f a i r l y  easy. The wate r  was low f o r  t h i s  t r i p  a l though  perhaps n o t  as low as f o r  t he  
f i r s t  t r i p  e a r l i e r  i n  the year .  H igher  wa te r  would make a  smal l  e p i c  i n t o  a  
major  under tak ing ,  w i t h  the  added problems o f  g r e a t e r  c o l d ,  more work t o  b a t t l e  
a g a i n s t  the  wa te r  i t s e l f  as w e l l  as the  r i s k  o f  be ing  trapped by a  f l o o d  somewhere 
i n  the  system. Anyone o f  any b u l k  should  t h i n k  t w i c e  be fo re  commi t t i ng  themselves 
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t o  g e t t i n g  through F a l l o p i a n  Tube - i t  i s  no t  b i g  and t he re  i s  no o t h e r  way o u t .  

Back a t  the c a r  a  s low t r ans fo rma t i on  took p l ace  as f i v e  weary t r ogs  tu rned  back 
i n t o  r e a l  human be ings .  Most o f  the gear was loaded i n t o  o r  o n t o  the  Subaru and o f f  
we went. A r r i v i n g  a t  the  gate our  f r i e n d l y  gatekeeper l e t  us o u t  d e s p i t e  i t  be ing  
a f t e r  9.00 pm. Apparen t l y  the re  had been a  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the  e x i t  t ime  on 
the p e r m i t ,  bu t  t h a t  was no problem. A f t e r  the  ga te  had c losed  and t he  gatekeeper had 
gone back i ns i de ,  the au tho r  found t h a t  h i s  c a r  keys were n o t  a c t u a l l y  w i t h  h im b u t  
s t i l l  a t  the top o f  the E i g h t  Road! To a c t u a l l y  prove t h i s  r e q u i r e d  t he  complete 
unpacking and subsequent repack ing o f  the  Subaru. We a l l  went home i n  t h a t ,  l eav i ng  
the Sigma parked w a i t i n g  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  the  f o l l o w i n g  day when N i ck  suggested a  d i v e  
i n  the  Junee t o  make the r e t u r n  t r i p  wor th  the cos t  and e f f o r t .  

D e f i n i t e l y  one o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  c l a s s i c s  and one t h a t  w i l l  be hard t o  beat  i n  the  
f u t u r e  - i n  f a c t  I T ' S  f a i r l y  amazing r e a l l y ,  t o  quote the  au tho r  o f  one o f  the  r e p o r t s  
from the f i r s t  t r i p .  

A no te  t o  f u t u r e  p a r t i e s  - t he re  i s  a  P e t z l  b o l t  and hanger a t  the  t op  o f  t he  second 
p i t c h  which belongs t o  yours t r u l y  and he would l i k e  i t  re tu rned .  When u s i n g  t h a t  
b o l t  anchor be ext remely  c a r e f u l  as i t  i s  ve ry  suspect . . . . .  Most o f  the  o t h e r  r i g g i n g  
p o i n t s  looked ok  a t  t h i s  t ime bu t  always take enough expendable tape and so on t o  
r e r i g  the whole cave. 

STUART N l CHOLAS 

P . S .  A no te  about the no te  t o  f u t u r e  p a r t i e s :  Dur ing Easter  and a f t e r ,  a l l  the - 
r i g g i n g  gear was removed from IT.  Hence anyone o r  ones cons ide r i ng  I T ,  should  take  
a l l  the  s l i n g s ,  b o l t s ,  hangers, and so on r e q u i r e d  f o r  t he  t r i p .  The b o l t  anchors 
are,  o f  course,  s t i l l  t he re .  

JUNEE RESURGENCE - A S W I M  THROUGH AND CAR RETRIEVAL TRIP - SUNDAY 18/3/84 

Bods i nvo l ved :  N i ck  Hume and S t u a r t  N icho las  

Fo l l ow ing  the IT/GS t r i p  on the Saturday t he re  was a  problem o f  r e t r i e v i n g  a  c e r t a i n  
c a r  f rom o u t s i d e  the  ANM y a r d  and i t s  keys f rom the  end o f  the  E i g h t  Road. The need 
t o  do t h i s  l ed  t o  the demise o f  the  TCC e x p e d i t i o n  t o  the  Rockceston rock  f e s t i v a l  i n  
Launceston, much t o  the d i s g u s t  o f  the  two bodies named above. 

N i ck  suggested a  swim i n  Junee would be u s e f u l  t o  t e s t  a  r e c e n t l y  completed d i v i n g  
l i g h t  and take a  few more p i c t u r e s  o f  the dim dark  w o r l d  o f  sump d i v i n g .  And so i t  
came t o  pass t h a t  we bought o u t  Roy 's  shop and then r e t r i e v e d  the Sigma, thanks t o  
ANM who l e t  us i n  a t  s h o r t  n o t i c e  and Mick F l i n t  f o r  f i n d i n g  the  keys and l e a v i n g  them 
on the  f r o n t  o f  h i s  ca r  a t  the end o f  the  E i g h t  Road. 

A f a i r l y  uneven t f u l  d i v e  i n  g r e a t  v i z  should  p r o v i d e  some good p i x  o f  the sump. The 
new l i g h t  was e x c e l l e n t  even i f  I do say so myse l f .  There a r e  a c t u a l l y  w a l l s  and a  
f l o o r  and r o o f  i n  the sump!! A couple  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  leads were a l s o  n o t i c e d  which 
were p o s s i b l y  unknown be fo re .  The main submerged chamber i s  c e r t a i n l y  wor th  a  l ook  
now t h a t  i t  can a c t u a l l y  be seen! I n  f a c t  a  new l i g h t  has been shed on the  (w)ho le  
sump d i v i n g  scene. R o l l  on Sump Two . . . . .  

A l e i s u r e l y  s t r o l l  up through For Your Eyes Only occupied some more t ime  b e f o r e  we 
donned we igh ts  and tanks, b a t t l e d  w i t h  f r e e  f l o w i n g  r e g u l a t o r s  and swam back o u t  aga in  
t o  be met by l i g h t  r a i n  and a muddy t r a c k  back t o  t he  ca r s .  And so ended an 
unusua l l y  a c t i v e  weekend bu t  one t h a t  a t  l e a s t  kep t  us o f f  the  s t r e e t s  and away f rom 
the e v i l s  o f  rock mus i c ! !  

STUART NICHOLAS 
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Easter  1984 - F r i day  20 A p r i l ,  Khazad Dum-Dwarrowdelf Exchange T r i p  

KD - Serpent ine Par ty :  Mark, Phi l ("KD") , Jim, Ker ry  and Leanne ( ~ ~ d n e y  based). 

Dwarrowdelf Pa r t y :  Dave, Ed and Shane (sydney based), Rolan (TCC) and N i ck  
(SCS/TCC) .  

Walking the KD t r a c k  on the  F r i day  n i g h t ,  w i t h  such a l a r g e  group, was q u i t e  a 
s o c i a l  exper ience.  The conference should be t h i s  good. Each caver des ignated a 
p i t c h ,  queued up a t  the ent rance,  w h i l e  I s t r u g g l e d  t o  ge t  my caplamp working. 

Rigg ing was somewhat s low and Rolan decided t o  p i k e  a t  the bottom o f  the  second 
p i t c h .  I watched him ascend w i t h  something approaching envy, bu t  was keen t o  press 
on regard less as I had n o t  been t h i s  way be fo re .  The use o f  9 mm rope r e s u l t e d  i n  
some f a i r l y  t echn i ca l  r i g g i n g  and an i n s p e c t i o n  o f  the b o l t  arrangement on the l a s t  
p i t c h  was a h i g h l i g h t  o f  the t r i p .  

Four hours spent " t o u r i s t i n g "  and w a i t i n g  around f o r  t he  exchange p a r t y  a t  t h e  
bottom o f  KD, had the e f f e c t  o f  r u i n i n g  my o r i g i n a l  enthusiasm, so c o l l e c t i n g  the  
g roup 's  su rp lus  r i g g i n g  gear I headed back up Dwarrowdelf, a t  about 5.00 am! We 
met up w i t h  the emerg ingpar t ies  l a t e r  t h a t  a f t e rnoon  and toge ther  w i t h  Pete Cover, 
who had dropped i n  t o  the homestead, enjoyed an amiable f i r e s i d e  cha t  and feed, up 
a t  the s t a r t  o f  the t r a c k .  

Sunday 22 A p r i l ,  Pendant Pot survey, push and d e r i g  t r i p  

Those invo lved :  M a r t i n  Carnes, Rolan Eberhard and N i ck  Hume 

The cave was l e f t  r i gged  from the p rev ious  bot toming t r i p  owing t o  the r i s k  o f  an 
"overn igh t  s tay"  i n  the concession. Th i s  was a boon t o  us and we were a b l e  t o  take  
our  t ime survey ing  i n ,  l ook ing  f o r  p o s s i b l e  "Growling" connectors.  

I n  the huge bottom chamber I checked a p romis ing  lead i n v o l v i n g  a c l imb,  a s s i s t e d  
by some two inch  tape. Th is  ended i n  c o n s t r i c t i n g ,  ascending r i f t  f rom which 
issued a t i n y  t r i c k l e  o f  water .  M a r t i n  n o t i c e d  a lead over  t he  superb downstream 
sump, b u t  i t  was imposs ib le  t o  reach. Rolan at tempted t o  ga ther  an anaspides 
specimen w i t h  a f l y i n g  rugby s t y l e  t ack le ,  succeeding i n  w e t t i n g  h i m s e l f  and . 
myse l f ,  observ ing  nearby a t  what I thought  was a sa fe  d is tance ,  bad l u c k  S t e f .  

Rolan considered the upstream sump p r i o r  t o  us heading o u t .  An apparent a1 t e r n a t i v e  
way on f rom the base o f  the second p i t c h  was looked a t  w i t h o u t  success, f l o o r  
markings i n d i c a t e d  S te fan  had a l r eady  been thereabouts.  Meanwhile Rolan der igged  
the l a s t  p i t c h  and c o l l e c t i n g  a bag o f  t a c k l e  zoomed o f f  never t o  be seen aga in !  

Later,' M a r t i n  and I had an i n t e r e s t i n g  d i v e r s i o n  when my l i g h t  f a i l e d  w h i l e  f r ee -  
c l i m b i n g  Pandemonium, the wors t  p o s s i b l e  p lace!  Considerable de lay  ensued, d u r i n g  
which the paradox o f  me knowing the way b u t  be ing  unable t o  see combined w i t h  
M a r t i n ' s  n o t  knowing, b u t  could,  l e d  us t o  a smal l  b l i n d  chamber i n  the  r o o f .  T h i s  
was e n t i r e l y  new t o  me and a f t e r  banging my b a t t e r y  aga ins t  the w a l l  i n  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  
the t h i n g  inexp l  i c a b l y  s t a r t e d  t o  work again,  so we l e f t  pos te  haste.  

A t  the squeeze above the top  p i t c h ,  i t  was M a r t i n ' s  t u r n  t o  lose  h i s  coo l  and a f t e r  
announcing he was about t o  do h i s  Inanal ,  some novel  conversa t ion  t r a n s p i r e d  be fo re  
he escaped the t ang le  o f  headers and ladders.  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  admired h i s  
d e s c r i p t i v e  "cessbag" u t t e r e d  i n  f u l l  v o i c e  through clenched t e e t h  as a p p l i e d  t o  a 
humble p a i r  o f  jammed kneepads. A man possessed! Marg ina l  a b s e i l i n g . o n  two i nch  
tape ended the  hard  work and an e x c e l l e n t  day 's  cav ing.  

A t  the  c a r  we met up w i t h  Jim, one o f  the Sydney cavers,  who had r e t i r e d  h u r t  f rom 
an Ice  Tube, Serendip i  t y  "exchange" t r i p  underway a t  the t ime, another  case o f  
"Epics Un l im i ted" .  A h e c t i c  v i s i t i n g  sesses ion i n v o l v i n g  Stueyis computer 
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( un fo r t una te1  y  unattended) and T r e v ' s  master survey ( " the re  be caves i n  them h i  l l S ,  

lad") proved unen l i gh ten ing  as we had neg lec ted  t o  t i e  i n  the  cave en t rance  t o  the  
I ce  Tube t r a c k ,  expec t i ng  t h i s  t o  have a l r eady  been done. 

Tuesday 24 A p r i l ,  Sur face survey inq,  e t c  

Those invo lved :  S t u a r t  N i cho las ,  T revor  Wai les and N i c k  Hume 

Trev and Stuey surveyed the ent rances o f  Pendant and Slaughterhouse f rom the  w a l k i n g  
t r ack ,  w h i l e  I poked about .  Trev manipu la ted a  l a r g e  s lab ,  w i t h  cons ide rab le  
i ngenu i t y  and muscle, from the ent rance o f  a  t i g h t  lead I had found. Th i s  l e d  ove r  
a  dangerous b l ock  t o  a  threatened chamber where a  t i g h t  downclimb l e d  t o  more 
~ r o m i s i n g  ground. The area was heading towards and f e l t  ve ry  much l i ke Slaughterhouse 
and inc luded  a  t i n y  stream, t h i s  sumped i n  a  g rave l  bed however a t  about 20 metres 
depth.  A s l a c k  bu t  p r o d u c t i v e  day. 

NICK HUME 

SESAME - 17/5/84 

Steve Bunton, A 1  War i l d ,  Rolan Eberhard 

Not +av ing  been back t o  Sesame s i nce  an ext remely  c o l d  and wet t r i p  on ladders  i n  
1981, 1 decided t o  j o i n  a  War i ld /Bunton e x p e d i t i o n  t o  see i f  the  cave was r e a l l y  as 
bad as I  remembered i t .  From the h i ghe r  Sesame I I  (JF 211)  ent rance,  we descended 
the i n i t i a l  fou r  p i t c h e s  and fo l lowed the Sesame S t r e e t  streamway t o  B i g  B i r d s  Nest,  
a  l a r g e  chamber f u l l  o f  much loose rock .  A 1  c l imbed down t o  the top  o f  the  nex t  
s h a f t ,  however, Steve and I  had read the  t a c k l e  notes and r i gged  a  hand l i ne  as 
s p e c i f i e d .  A t  t he  base o f  the 30 metre drop we proceeded a long  the  most en joyab le  
s e c t i o n  o f  the cave, a  h i g h  r i f t  i n t e r r u p t e d  by some r o c k f a l l  and a  couple  o f  s h o r t  
drops.  Steve i s  w e l l  and t r u l y  convinced o f  the b e n e f i t s  o f  t h i n  rope technology,  
and a t  the  10 metre Oscar ' s  P i t c h  he p u l l e d  a  l e n g t h  o f  6 mm co rd  f r o v  h i s  pocket 
and r i gged  the  p i t c h  w i t h  i t .  

Whi le  the  o t h e r  two descended t he  f i n a l  s h o r t  drop I exp lo red  the  r i f t  t h a t  con t inues  
above. A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from the  top  o f  the p i t c h  a  chamber c o n t a i n i n g  one aven, a  
smal l  w a t e r f a l l  and severa l  assor ted  bou lders  i s  reached. Cl imbing over  t h e  loose 
t a l u s  p i l e ,  showered by water  f rom above, I  was somewhat s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  myse l f  i n  
a  spacious tunnel  heading downstream. A couple  o f  hundred metres o f  passage l a t e r  my 
growing sense o f  euphor ia  was dampened by the appearance o f  t h i c k  bu t  g e n e r a l l y  d r y  
mud i n  i nc reas ing  q u a n t i t i e s .  Before long a  r o c k f a l l  choke covered i n  mud ba r red  my 
progress.  I t  may be p o s s i b l e  t o  push t h i s  r o c k f a l l  b u t  the  p rospec ts  a re  s l i m .  A 
survey o f  the new passage would be d e s i r a b l e  and i t  may prove t o  increase Sesame's 
depth s l i g h t l y .  

By the t ime I a r r i v e d  back a t  the  top  o f  the l a s t  p i t c h  A1 and Steve had ascended 
and were munching on smal l  d r i e d  o b j e c t s .  Our e x i t  f rom the  system was uneven t f u l  
and a t  Hoopers H a l l  l l e f t  the  d e r i g g i n g  o f  the  upper p i t c h e s  t o  the o t h e r  two, o p t i n g  
f o r  the  c raw ls  and squeezes o f  the r o u t e  o u t  Sesame I .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

18 May, S e r e n d i p i t y  

Those i nvo l ved :  A 1  War i l d ,  S t u a r t  N icho las ,  Steve Bunton and N i ck  Hume 

Cond i t ions  o f  h i g h  wate r ,  i n  o t h e r  words f l oods ,  f o r ced  the  Sydney cavers i n t o  
abandoning t h i s  cave w i t h o u t  d e r i g g i n g  i t .  A  s u i t a b l y  e p i c  f i n a l e  t o  t h e i r  Eas te r  
Exped i t i on .  The r e s u l t  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  f o r  us, was a  cave comple te ly  r i gged  w i t h  new 
9  mm rope, w i t h  the p rospec t  o f  a connec t ion  t o  Growl ing S w a l l e t  as an a d d i t i o n a l  
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l u r e .  Almost t oo  good t o  be t r u e .  

Very recen t  occurrences o f  r o c k f a l l  i n s i d e  t he  ent rance s e r i e s  have a lmost  c l osed  
o f f  the cave. Only a  smal l  squeeze over  a  loose keystone bypasses what w i l l  p robab ly  
be a  complete blockage b e f o r e  t oo  long. T h i s  would end the  S e r e n d i p i t y  saga once 
and f o r  a l l !  (Ed 's  no te :  Bewdy Norm! R o l l i n g  stones f o r e v e r ) .  

Descent was e x h i l a r a t i n g l y  easy and uneven t f u l  save f o r  t h e  a lmost  severed green two 
inch  tape p laced  as hand l i ne  i n  the w a t e r f a l l  down-climb. I was t o o  c l e v e r  t o  f a l l  
f o r  t h a t  one! We a r r i v e d  a t  t he  bot tom i n  about one hour ,  s t i l l  f r e s h  and keen t o  
push the dw ind l i ng  supp ly  o f  leads here.  Moving t o  t he  w e l l  known windy sidepassage, 
my minor  lead  was ignored  i n  favour  o f  a  p r e v i o u s l y  checked o f f s h o o t .  Th i s  was i n  
the na tu re  o f  a  h o r r i b l e ,  wet c raw l  i n t o  s i z a b l e  chamber which ascended t o  a  t a l u s  
p i l e  a t  the  apparent end. A1 pushed a  t i g h t  s l o t  i n  t h i s  t o  emerge i n  a  p l easan t  
stream passage. S t u a r t  and e v e n t u a l l y  myse l f ,  a f t e r  check ing a  b l i n d ,  f o l l owed .  

Yet another  l o v e l y ,  wet crawl  l e d  upstream t o  a  t i g h t  d raugh t i ng  passage t h a t  
f o r ced  us h i g h  above the  s t ream i n t o  the  r o o f .  C l imb ing  back down t o  t he  s t ream 
l o s t  the  p romis ing  draught ,  b u t  S tuey 's  wanderings revealed no o t h e r  way on. 
F u r t h e r  upstream a  w a t e r f a l l  aven appeared t o  be t he  end o f  t h i ngs ,  however, a  
smal l  window t o  the  l e f t  i n t e r c e p t e d  an awkward se rpen t i ne  passage runn ing  t o  a  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r o t t y  sump. I r o n i c a l l y ,  w h i l e  f l o u n d e r i n g  about i n  t h e  mud we 
n o t i c e d  a  fragment o f  T r e v ' s  famous y e l l o w  ra i ncoa t .  The same r a i n c o a t  t h a t  has 
decorated so many t i g h t  passages throughout  the  F l o r e n t i  ne! 

The f l i c k e r  o f  hope t h a t  we had broken i n t o  Growl ing,  d i e d  when we r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t he  
m o u l t i n g  Trev had been t h i s  way be fo re ,  a l b e i t  v i a  an upstream c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  
awkward se rpen t i ne .  A1  and Stuey headed o u t  by t h i s  c o n t i n u a t i o n  w h i l e  I ,  f o r  no 
c l e a r  reason, r e tu rned  by the way I had come. We had added perhaps two hundred 
metres t o  the known cave. 

A  b l a c k  j e l l y  bean b inge,  p rov ided  by S t u a r t ,  f o r t i f i e d  us f o r  the  s l o g  up t he  
p i t c h e s ,  a  h i g h l i g h t  o f  which was the  s i g h t  o f  "Bunty" emerging f rom the  r i f t  
above, the  second l a s t  p i t c h ,  fes tooned w i t h  headers and rope. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we 
c o u l d n ' t  keep a l l  the t a c k l e  t h a t  came o u t  o f  t h i s  ho le ,  A1  and Steve r e s t o r i n g  
the  s t u f f  t o  i t s  r i g h t f u l  owners i n  Sydney. 

Hope fu l l y  t h i s  t r i p  c loses  the e ra  o f  sack h a u l i n g  ep i cs  f o r  TCC. The e x p e r t i s e  
ga ined from r i g g i n g  9 mm rope shou ld  pave t he  way f o r  the  broadening use o f  co rd  
techniques i n  f u t u r e  t r i p s .  Rolan and M a r t i n  a re  l ead ing  t he  way i n  t h i s  regard  
and the r e s t  o f  us w i l l  p robab ly  n o t  be f a r  behind.  Th i s  w i l l  open up t he  
remain ing p o t e n t i a l  i n  p laces l i k e  M t  Anne and elsewhere f o r  r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  
groups o f  cavers .  Viva l a  corde!  

NICK HUME 

26 May - Junee Resurgence; one hundred f e e t  and t h e  s u r f s  up! 

- D ive rs :  A t t i l a  Vrana and N i c k  Hume 

Overenthusiasm on the  p a r t  o f  A t t i l a ' s  f r e e  range goats r e s u l t e d  i n  a  l a t e  s t a r t .  
I n  s p i t e  o f  
posed by t h i  
r ega rd i ng  a  
c a r r i e d  the  
we igh ts  f o r  

A t t i l a  negot 
cons ide r i ng  
t o  m in im ise  

- - 

t h i s  we d i d n ' t  rush t h i ngs ,  hoping t o  answer some o f  t he  ques t ions  
S en igmat i c  and deepening sump. I n  response t o  a  l o g i s t i c a l  prob lem 
b i g  team push, A t t i l a  decided t o  wear t r i p l e  s t e e l  tanks,  w h i l e  I 
a l l  t oo  f a m i l i a r  t w i n  a lumin ium s e t ,  p l u s  l i n e  r e e l  and t i e  o f f  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  

i a t e d  the va r i ous  c o n s t r i c t i o n s  i n  the  f i r s t  sump w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g  ease 
h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  burden. I rocke ted  through i n  ten  minutes,  a t t e m p t i n g  
my r e p e t i t i v e  group. Jus t  t o  prove t h a t  t h i ngs  go wrong i n  m u l t i p l e s ,  
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A t t i l a  s u f f e r e d  an i n v e r s i o n  ascending the s teep mud s lope,  below t he  a i r space .  T h i s  
a1 lowed him t o  walk  ups ide  down on the  c e i  l i n g  o f  the chamber ( ! )  , where t h e  v a l v e  o f  
h i s  spare tanks was a c c i d e n t a l l y  bumped on, caus ing  f u r t h e r  cons te rna t i on .  

Meanwhile, w a i t i n g  i n  the  a i r space ,  one o f  my he lmet  l i g h t s  blew a  b u l b  so I was 
pleased t o  see h i s  l i g h t s  approaching t he  sur face .  Th i s  f e e l i n g  o f  r e l i e f  tu rned  t o  
one o f  sheer h o r r o r ,  f o r  I watched the  p l a c i d  sump poo l  t u r n  i n t o  a  r o a r i n g  spa ba th .  
Gaping a t  t h i s  u n e a r t h l y  spec tac le ,  I i n i t i a l l y  thought  t h a t  he had a  punc tu re  i n  h i s  
d r y  s u i t ,  however l u n g i n g  i n t o  the  wate r  I heard t he  " f u t - f u t t i n g "  and tu rned  o f f  the  
h a l f  d ra i ned  tank, f r e e z i n g  my g loved hands t o  the  v a l v e  i n  the  process.  

That b i t  o f  exc i tement  over  we proceeded a l ong  the  s t ream passage w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y ,  
d i s cove r i ng  the  waters  t o  be i n  f l o o d  and r i s i n g  r a p i d l y ,  unexpected g i ven  t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  weather.  A t t i l a  gave up the f i g h t  be ing  unable  t o  make headway i n  t he  
r ag ing  c u r r e n t  w i t h  h i s  t w i n s e t .  

Ba re l y  making headway myse l f ,  once i n  t he  c o n s t r i c t e d  en t rance  o f  t he  second sump, 
combined w i t h  t he  c l aus t rophob ia  o f  one and a  h a l f  metre  v i s i b i l i t y ,  made me wonder 
what the whole game was about .  The c u r r e n t  soon eased o f f  and I reached the  end o f  
the f i x e d  l i n e  i n  about ten  minutes wh ich  was p l eas ing .  U n c l i p p i n g  t he  l i n e r e e l  t o  
form a  hero loop on the  t i e  o f f ,  I f i g u r e  I must have i ncomp le te l y  r e c l i p p e d  back t o  
my w a i s t ,  which u n f o r t u n a t e l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  the  l oss  o f  the  l i n e  r e e l  l a t e r  on. 

Immediately beyond the  t i e  o f f  I bonked i n t o  a  v e r t i c a l  w a l l  o f  c lean ,  w h i t e  l ime-  
stone, ascending a  few metres then t r a v e r s i n g  l e f t  revea led  no way on. I e v e n t u a l l y  
by-passed the o b s t a c l e  on the  r i g h t  and decended t o  a  wave shaped w a l l ,  e x p l o r i n g  t o  
the r i g h t  appeared t o  lead back the way I had come and wo rk i ng  back l e f t ,  opened up 
a  low channel w i t h  s t r o n g  f l o w .  I c l i p p e d  a  lead  we igh t  o n t o  t he  l i n e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
t o  p reven t  d r i f t ,  then con t inued  down a s teep,  f i n e  g r a v e l  s l ope  t o  one hundred f e e t  
by my c a p i l l a r y .  An a d d i t i o n a l  exp lo red  d i s t a n c e  o f  perhaps l ess  than 20 metres.  
S t i c k i n g  w i t h i n  my d i v e  p l a n  and decompression parameters,  I decided t o  go no f u r t h e r .  

Unable t o  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  t i e  o f f ,  1 r ee led  back t o  the p rev i ous  lead  we igh t  and 
c u t  the  l i n e .  The c o l d  s u f f e r e d  due t o  s u i t  compression a t  t h a t  depth made me eager 
t o  q u i t  the p l ace .  On ascending, I bumped my he lmet  a g a i n s t  the  r o o f ,  d i s l o d g i n g  a  
l a r g e  b l o c k  which formed an unpa la tab le  sandwich w i t h  my head and t he  f l o o r .  P u l l i n g  
myse l f  f r ee ,  I moved on q u i c k l y ,  expec t i ng  the whole r o o f  t o  f o l l o w ,  t he  j o y s  o f  
e x p l o r a t i o n  changed t o  the  j oys  o f  pure s u r v i v a l .  

Decompression was c a r r i e d  o u t  wherever t he re  was a  s u i t a b l e  bou lder  t o  c l i n g  t o  
a g a i n s t  the r a g i n g  t o r r e n t .  Back i n  t he  a i r s p a c e  I became aware o f  t h e  l oss  o f  
C h r i s '  l i n e r e e l  and plunged once more i n t o  the  sump. F i g h t i n g  the  c u r r e n t  i n  the  
s t i l l  r i s i n g  wa te r  was v i r t u a l l y  imposs ib le  and c e r t a i n l y  f u t i l e  i n  t h a t  v i s i b i l i t y  
so I gave up l ook i ng .  The mental  p i c t u r e  o f  Ph i1  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  loose  c o i l s  f rom 
an open r e e l ,  a t  Mole Creek the  f o l l o w i n g  week b rough t  l augh te r ,  thus f o r t i f i e d  I 
headed back down t he  streamway. The prominent  w a t e r f a l l ,  a  drop o f  24 f e e t  no rma l l y ,  
was v i r t u a l l y  l e v e l  and presented an awesome spec tac le .  

A t t i l a  was a  we 
exhaus t ion .  We 
back a t  the  c a r  

lcome s i g h t  e x h i b i t i n g  d u t i f u l  concern and some s igns  o f  heat  
k i t t e d  up and were t h a n k f u l  t o  leave the  f l o o d .  That f i r s t  beer ,  
, tas ted  very ,  ve ry  n i c e .  

N I C K  HUME 

P.S. Warning: Th i s  i s  se r i ous  d i v i n g ,  w i t h  the  "bends" a lmost  c e r t a i n l y  a  f a t a l  
p o s s i b i l i t y .  


