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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

J u l y  25 Beginners cave i n t r o d u c t i o n  "do" a t  Andy and Jean ine 's  j o i n t  i n  Lenah 
Va l l ey  somewhere! Ring someone f o r  i n f o .  

J u l y  28 Udensala! !  ! 

August 4 or 5 l l e s  des Phoques s i g h t  see ing /d i v i ng  t r i p .  See o r  r i n g  P h i l  H i 1  l 
39 1221. 

August 1 General Meet ing S t u a r t ' s  p l ace .  

August 4 Peanut B r i t t l e  survey t r i p  - no t  f o r  the f e i n t  hear ted .  

August 1 1  Pa r t y  t h i n g  a t  S t u ' s  p l ace  - the  TCC HQ. See S tu  f o r  more i n f o !  Be 
t he re !  

August 1 1 Growl ing S w a l l e t  l ook  see t r i p .  

August 15 Committee Meet ing S t u a r t ' s  p l ace .  BYO. 

August 18 S t e f ' s  b i r t h d a y  t r i p ?  

Comi ng i n  Annual Dinner - when and where? L e t ' s  hear your  ideas.  
September 

EDITORIAL 

Once upon a  s k i  f i e l d  t he re  was some snow. Un fo r t una te l y  t h a t  snow me l ted  and has 
no t  been seen s i nce  - p i t y  about the  s k i  t r i p  t o  ENZED by yours  t r u l y !  Maybe the  
water  w i l l  form ano ther  cave some p lace .  

Old caves never d i e ,  they j u s t  g e t  b i g g e r .  Funny how caves t h a t  have been known 
f o r  yonks ( q u i t e  a  long t ime,  a s  w e l l ) ,  r e c e n t l y  have revea led  more passage, some 
of  i t  q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  F i r s t  Growl ing,  then Slaughterhouse, Pendant and now 
Udensala. P i t y  i t ' s  an o p p o s i t i o n  ho le ,  bu t  s t i l l ,  a h o l e ' s  a  h o l e !  I guess even 
Junee would r a t e  as w e l l .  Why w e r e n ' t  these d i s c o v e r i e s  made d u r i n g  t he  " e a r l y  
sevent ies" ,  the p rev i ous  wave o f  major  e x p l o r a t i o n ?  Makes one wonder what may be 
found i n  the nex t  wave. Maybe i t ' s  a l l  been found - I seem t o  have heard t h a t  
be fo re  somewhere! Maybe t he re  w o n ' t  be another  wave - we cou ld  have j u s t  
exper ienced the  u l t i m a t e  cave wave! 

STUART N  l CHOLAS 
(EDITOR ETERNAL) 
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SILLY BITS AND OTHER GARBAGE 

+ How low can you go? A recen t  e d i t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  Penthouse must have been hard  
up f o r  a r t i c l e s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  photos . . . ! The grotesque face  o f  Bunty, one o f  
those Sydney persons, was p i c t u r e d  behind a  tube o f  too thpas te .  There were o t h e r  
p i c t u r e s  o f  the whole o f  h i s  body as w e l l !  A l l  i n  the name o f  media melodrama and 
Himalyan c l imb ing ,  o f  course.  Congrats Bunty,  no o f f ence  in tended.  

* Everyone knows t h a t  a  good bowl o f  Weetbix i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
b u i l d i n g  one ' s  s t r e n g t h  f o r  those e p i c  cave t r i p s .  We l l ,  i nc luded  i n  the  Weetbix 
"Spectacu lar  Spor ts"  ca rd  s e r i e s ,  ca rd  number 10 i n  f a c t ,  i s  cav ing !  The b l u r b  
on the back t a l k s  about A u s t r a l i a n  caves and Speeleo . . . . ,  Spealee, S p e i l i ,  . . . .  
they c a n ' t  even s p e l l  i t !  The p i c t u r e  looks a w f u l l y  l i k e  something i n  Atea Kananda 
i n  PNG. P i t y  i t ' s  no t  from Growl ing o r  S e r e n d i p i t y  o r  somewhere a c t u a l l y  i n  Oz. 

+ More media madness . . . .  A recen t  phone c a l l  from the  Examiner asked f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on "what has been happening i n  caves r e c e n t l y ? " .  A b r i e f  resume was g i ven  which 
w i l l  be combined i n  an a r t i c l e  f o r  a  major  f e a t u r e  on something t o  be pub l i shed  
l a t e r  i n  the year by t h a t  newspaper. 

" Recent ly  a  member was seem grasp ing  a  t h i c k  o b j e c t  c l ose  t o  h i s  body and u t t e r i n g  
words t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  " I  am go ing  t o  g e t  a  s h a f t ! " .  What more can be s a i d ? !  

* Quar termaster  b i t s :  Oldham cap lamps a r e  g r e a t  t h i n g s  b u t  the  QM i s  g e t t i n g  s i c k  
o f  d r a i n i n g  the  b a t t e r i e s  a f t e r  they have been submerged. I f  you t h i n k  the  
b a t t e r y  may be taken swimming a t  any s tage,  p lease  b l o c k  the  a i r  vents  w i t h  
p l a s t i c  r i v e t s ,  B I C  b a l l p o i n t  end p lugs  o r  j u s t  s t i c k  p l e n t y  'o f  tape over  the  ho les .  
Deep wading i s  enough t o  f l o o d  the c e l l s ,  so p lease  do something about the  b a t t e r i e s  
be fo re  l ook i ng  a t  t h a t  sumD 3001, t a k i n g  a  ba th ,  o r  whatever.  I f  you charge your 
own lamp, do remember t o  take the p lugs o u t  f i r s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  avo id  a  rude 
awakening d u r i n g  t he  n i g h t !  

" What do you do f i r s t  t h i n g  o u t  o f  bed each morning? One r a t h e r  prominent  member 
o f  the o p p o s i t i o n  i s  r epo r t ed  t o  rush w i t h  much has te  t o  the  k i t c h e n  and b u i l d  a  
mega-meal. Only a f t e r  t h a t  do showers and so on occur .  A l l  p a r t  o f  n i g h t  
S t a r va  t ion  I  suppose? ! 

* I f  t h i s  t h i n g  i s  o u t  i n  t ime,  on J u l y  25 a t  Andrew B r i g g ' s  abode t he re  i s  a  
beginners  cav ing  "do". I b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  i n v o l v e  some food, grog, e t c ,  b u t  w i l l  
be aimed a t  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  few p o t e n t i a l  new members t o  gear,  o t h e r  people ,  e t c .  
I f  y o u ' r e  new t o  our  group, o r  j u s t  t o t a l l y  confused as  t o  why Jumars go up and 
W h a l e t a i l s  go down, go a long ,  have a  good t ime and l e a r n  about the  s o c i a l  h a b i t s  
o f  t y p i c a l  TCC bods. B Y O .  

17 June - "Tarn Creek Swa l le t " ,  Whitewater Caving. 

Those invo lved :  Martyn Carnes and N ick  Hume (bo th  SCS) 

Tarn Creek Swal l e t  i s  i n  a  " 1a rg i sh "do l i ne  t o  the  r i g h t  o f  the re taped Rescue Pot 
t r a c k .  On the day we decided t o  pay i t  a  v i s i t ,  heavy r a i n f a l l  had swo l l en  t he  
norma l l y  p l a c i d  s t ream t h a t  s i nks  here  t o  one o f  ominous p r o p o r t i o n s .  However, we 
decided t h a t  the c o n d i t i o n s  were no match f o r  Ma r t yn ' s  new, p o s t  punk, b l a c k  f i b r e -  
p i l e  s u i t  and proceeded i n t o  the ent rance g r o v e l .  

I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s t ay  a b s o l u t e l y  d r y  f o r  the f i r s t  few metres,  be fo re  encoun te r ing  
the f i r s t  "bath" ( I  p r e f e r  t he  word b a t h  t o  t he  more usual  "squeeze through t i g h t  
r i v e r  ~ a s s a ~ e " ) .  Several  more immersions were encountered t o  t he  p rev ious  l i m i t  o f  
e x p l o r a t i o n ;  t h i s  enabled us t o  s t a y  comp le te ly  c l ean  throughout  the cave. A  r i g h t  
ang led squeeze was n e g o t i a t e d  by removing helmet and b a t t e r y ,  ca re  was r e q u i r e d  t o  

p reven t  these from be ing  washed away! Pushing t h i s  squeeze opened up a  r e l a t i v e l y  
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l a r g e  passage a t  t he  end o f  which t he  stream a b r u p t l y  sumped. A f u r t h e r  squeeze i n t o  
a  b r e a t h i n g  passage l e d  t o  a  chamber f u l l  o f  ve ry  f r e s h  and muddy breakdown, the  
draught  emanating f rom t i n y  s l o t s  i n  the  c e i l i n g ,  f i n i s h e d ,  kapu tn i k !  

Emerging, h a l f  f rozen ,  f rom t h i s  h o r r i b l e  h o l e  ou r  enthusiasm f o r  do ing a  push t r i p  
i n  Rescue Pot was cons iderab ly  dampened. We e v e n t u a l l y  drove up Nine Road i ns tead  
t o  check on "Udensala", t h i s  i s  l oca ted  i n  an impress ive d o l i n e ,  t h a t  aga in ,  
accepts cop ious q u a n t i t i e s  o f  wa te r  under those c o n d i t i o n s .  Mar tyn commented on t he  
absence o f  loose rock i n  the en t rance  s e r i e s ,  no rma l l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  the f i r s t  p i t c h .  
Presumably t h i s  had been washed downward by recen t  f l o o d s .  A r e t u r n  v i s i t  would be 
wor thwh i le ,  p r e f e r a b l y  i n  d r i e r  weather.  

NICK HUME 

PENDANT/GROWLING CONNECTION 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Pendant Pot has been known f o r  many years ,  however, the  i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  proved 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  The p romis ing  r i f t  en t rance  l e d  o n l y  t o  a  mud and bou lder  choke n o t  
even beyond the s i g h t  o f  d a y l i g h t .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  March t h i s  year  t h a t  
Trevor  Wai les and N i ck  Hume decided t o  have ano ther  look  a t  Pendant, and c l imbed t o  
a  h i ghe r  l e v e l  i n  the  en t rance  chamber. Fo l l ow ing  t he  s t r o n g  draught ,  a  s h o r t  
s e c t i o n  o f  passage took them through two squeezes t o  the  b r i n k  o f  a  p i t c h ,  
appa ren t l y  lead ing  i n t o  a  l a r g e  chamber below. Cons ider ing  Pendant 's  s t r a t e g i c  
l o c a t i o n  above known sec t i ons  o f  Growl ing S w a l l e t ,  and i t ' s  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  
Slaughterhouse Pot ( l  inked t o  Growl i n g  severa l  months p r e v i o u s l y ) ,  i t  was assumed a  
connec t ion  was imminent. 

The f o l l o w i n g  weekend a  team o f  f i v e  pushed Pendant down f o u r  p i t c h e s  i n  q u i c k  
succession. Each new p i t c h  t h a t  was reached looked as though i t  must l ead  i n t o  one 
o f  Grow l ing 's  many areas,  and thus i t  was somewhat o f  a s u r p r i s e  when an e n t i c i n g  sump 
was encountered a t  a  depth o f  192 metres.  Pendant was l e f t  r i g g e d  and N i ck  Hume, 
Martyn Carnes and Rolan Eberhard l a t e r  r e tu rned  and surveyed t he  cave. I t  was 
t heo r i sed  t h a t  a  t r i b u t a r y  stream (b locked  upstream by a sump) i n  the  B lack  R i ve r  
Ser ies  o f  Growl ing,  nay o r i g i n a t e  i n  Pendant Po t .  When the  Pendant survey was 
p l o t t e d ,  the deepest p o i n t  and sump appeared t o  be rough ly  20 metres h o r i z o n t a l l y  . 
f rom the  Black R i ve r  t r i b u t a r v .  

The Connect i on 

On the 2  June, Mike Edwards, N i c k  Hume, Trevor  Wai les and I s e t  o f f  down the  main 
Growl ing Swa l l e t  streamway, bound f o r  the  B lack  R i ve r .  Desp i te  t he  f a c t  t h a t  we 
had min imised gear t o  the bare  e s s e n t i a l s  f o r  one d i v e r  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  29 cub i c  f o o t  
tank ( loaned  by Frank S a l t  - thanks ! ) ,  w i t h  the  a d d i t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  SRT r i g s ,  
everyone had a  ve ry  f u l  l cave pack. These were the s u b j e c t  o f  many harsh words as 
we made ou r  way through Windy R i f t ,  across the  Trapdoor Stream and i n t o  Des t iny .  
A l though Trevor  i s  n o t  no rma l l y  g i ven  t o  such abe r ran t  p r a c t i s e s ,  he recorded and 
a l s o  s l i g h t l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  our  hardsh ips  w i t h  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  photograph v a r i o u s  
p a r t s  o f  the  cave. 

I t  was p l easan t  t o  a l l o w  g r a v i t y  t o  do most o f  t he  work and a b s e i l  t he  f i n e  40 metre  
s h a f t  t h a t  b r i n g s  one down from Des t iny  t o  the l e v e l  o f  B lack  R i v e r .  Soon we were 
c lamber ing over  a  l a r g e  mud covered r o c k f a l l  and wading through c r u t c h  deep poo ls  
o f  water  on the l a s t  l e g  o f  o u r  jou rney .  F i n a l l y  we a r r i v e d  i n  a  smal l  chamber 
be fo re  the t r i b u t a r y  sump. Whi le  I g o t  i n t o  my w e t s u i t ,  N ick  went t o  r e t r i e v e  some 
d i v i n g  we igh ts  t h a t  had been stashed i n  B lack  R i v e r  l a s t  year i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  
d i v e  i n  the  main downstream sump. 

The passage be fo re  the sump i s  q u i t e  wide, b u t  low enough t o  make c r a w l i n g  necessary 
a long the  f i n a l  s e c t i o n .  A t  f i r s t  g lance the sump a l s o  appears low and sha l low,  
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however, upon c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n  i t  can be seen t h a t  on one s i d e  i t  i s  deeper, and an 
underwater tunne l  descends a t  a  moderate ang le .  

Wi th  the g u i d e l i n e  f i r m l y  anchored t o  T revor ,  N ick  gave some l a s t  m inu te  adv i ce  as I 
sank i n t o  the c o l d  c l e a r  wa te r .  A t  f i r s t  v i s i b i l i t y  was e x c e l l e n t  and I f o l l o w e d  the  
tunnel  over  a  f l o o r  o f  smooth boulders t o  a  S i l t y  bot tom a t  a  depth o f  5 metres.  From 
here,  the passage s t a r t e d  t o  ascend and swimming upwards I recognised t h e  spacious 
Pendant Pot sump before reaching the a i r space  ahead. The connec t ion  was made, and 

PENDANT/GROW LING 
CONNECTION 

I A S F  G 2  R E 

f e e l i n g  very s a t i s f i e d ,  1 t i e d  the l i n e  o f f  and swam the 15 metres back through t he  
sump t o  Growl ing.  Before s t a r t i n g  the a l l  too  f a m i l i a r  g r i n d  back t o  the ent rance,  
N i c k  donned the d i v i n g  gear and went through t he  sump as w e l l .  

Conclusions 

The Growl ing Swa l l e t  system, o r  more c o r r e c t l y ,  the  G row l i ng / l ce  Tube/Slaughterhouse/ 
Pendant system, now has a t o t a l  o f  f o u r e n t r a n c e s .  The connec t ion  w i l l  add some 
350-500 metres t o  the t o t a l  surveyed l eng th  o f  the system. I t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  perhaps the most v a r i e d  through t r i p s  y e t  i n  the  S t a t e  ( l c e  Tube/ 
Pendant exchange?).  Pendant Pot i t s e l f  i s  a  very wo r t hwh i l e  t r i p ,  w i t h  t he  depth t o  
the sump be ing  192 metres.  A depth f rom the  Pendant en t rance  t o  the  deepest p o i n t  
i n  Growl ing has no t  y e t  been c a l c u l a t e d .  The connec t ion  i s  a  ve ry  s a t i s f y i n g  
conc lus ion  t o  the work o f  many people  i n  the  e x p l o r a t i o n  and survey ing  o f  b o t h  caves. 
i t  i s  a l s o  r a t h e r  rewarding t o  c l ose  a survey loop  and f i n d  an e r r o r  o f  o n l y  5 metres - 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  ove r  a  surveyed d i s t ance  o f  severa l  k i l o m e t r e s .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  a  ve ry  
happy end t o  the s t o r y !  

P i t c h  d e t a i l s :  Pendant Pot 

P i t c h  1 :  7 metres.  Climb up i n  ent rance chamber. 

P i t c h  2:  Penthouse p i t c h :  18  metres.  Belayed f rom a r a t h e r  dubious bou lder  h e l d  i n  
p l ace  w i t h  moonmilk. 

Pandemonium R i f t :  Poss i b l e  15 metre  hand l i ne  o r  c l i m b  down a v e r t i c a l  r i f t  a  metre  
o r  l ess  i n  w i d t h .  H a l f  way down the c l i m b  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  t r ave rse  t o  one end o f  the  
r i f t  be fo re  descending. Great ca re  shou ld  be taken as loose  rocks knocked down f rom 
above a re  a  d e f i n i t e  hazard t o  anyone on the c l imb .  
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P i t c h  3 :  Pel Me1 p i t c h :  39 metres.  I n i t i a l l y  t i e d  o f f  t o  a  rock  b o l l a r d  a  s h o r t  
way a long the r i f t  above the  p i t .  Rebelayed t o  a  b o l t  (no hanger) on 
the oppos i t e  w a l l  l u s t  below an obv ious ledge 1 5  metres down. 

P i t c h  4: U l t i m a t e  Man p i t c h :  19 metres.  Rope anchored around t a l u s  b  
p r o t e c t o r s  used. 

P i t c h  5 :  Bol t eza r  p i t c h :  2 2  metres.  B o l t  (no hanger) on l e f t  hand wa 

l o c k .  2 

1 1 .  

A t  the c l o s e s t  end o f  the chamber above Pandemonium R i f t ,  a  s h o r t  down c l i m b  leads 
t o  a  5 metre p i t c h .  Below t h i s  a  couple  o f  ve ry  narrow r i f t s  con t inue ,  
appa ren t l y  connected t o  Pandenonium R i f t  bu t  too  t i g h t  t o  be nego t i a t ed .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

SATANS LAIR (AVEC LA TECHNIQUE CORDELETTE!) - 26/5/84 

Pa r t y :  Martyn Carnes, Rolan Eberhard 

Despi te  the  steady r a i n  t h a t  soaked us t o  the s k i n ,  Mar tyn and I were n o t  t o  be 
de te r red .  I t  was a  t r u l y  m i se rab le  day i n  the F l o r e n t i n e ,  the  t r a c k  t o  Satans 
through ches t  h i g h  bracken concea l ing  r o t t i n g  logs  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  a l l e v i a t e  the  
depress ive atmosphere. By the t ime we reached the  en t rance  i t  was s t i l l  pour ing ,  
and no t  through want o f  something b e t t e r  t o  do, we se t  o f f  down the cave. The f i r s t  
t h ree  p i t c h e s  were r i gged  us i ng  the  amazing co rd  technique.  T h i s  b a s i c a l l y  i nvo l ves  
t y i n g  a  t h i n  co rd  t o  bo th  ends o f  t he  rope, and a f t e r  a b s e i l i n g  the rope i s  p u l l e d  
down and the cord  l e f t  i n  p l ace .  To enable an ascent  the rope i s  t i e d  t o  t he  co rd  
aga in  and hauled up the p i t c h ,  a kno t  jamming i n  a  r ap ide  a t  the  top.  I n  t h i s  way a 
s i n g l e  rope can be used i n  a  m u l t i  p i t c h  cave. 

Upon reaching the  a c t i v e  streamway below the  t h i r d  p i t c h ,  the water  l e v e l  appeared 
r e l a t i v e l y  low cons ide r i ng  the morn ing 's  heavy r a i n .  The f i n a l  22  metre s h a f t  i n t o  
the t e rm ina l  chamber was r a t h e r  e x h i l a r a t i n g  bes ide  the thunder ing  w a t e r f a l l .  
Fo l l ow ing  the water  t o  the deepest p o i n t  i n  the chamber, i t  can be seen t o  s i n k  i n  
a  squeeze between bou lders .  Wi th  the  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a  w e t s u i t ,  I l a i d  down on my 
s i d e  and, r e f r eshed  by the c o l d  wa te r  pou r i ng  i n t o  my face, squirmed through t he  
squeeze. I was rewarded by a  muddy c o n s t r i c t e d  sump and more impenetrab le  bou lders .  

A t  t he  eas te rn  end o f  the chamber i s  a  n i c e  f lowstone w a l l .  We bo th  c l imbed up t o  a  
spacious ledge above t h i s ,  and found some q u i t e  respec tab le  f o rma t i on  i n  t he  form o f  
s t raws,  s t a l i c t i t e s  and f lows tone .  There was a l s o  a  s h o r t  drop on one s i d e  i n t o  a  
chamber w i t h  what appeared t o  be a  couple  o f  passages l ead ing  o f f .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
ou r  spare rope was a t  the top o f  the  p rev ious  w a t e r f a l l  and t he re  was n o t h i n g  t o  do 
bu t  go and f e t c h  i t  ( g r o a n ! ) .  By now the  amount o f  water  coming down the  p i t c h  had 
increased somewhat, and the rope no longer  hung i n  d r y  space. Martyn k i n d l y  p u l l e d  
the rope f r e e  o f  the f u l l  f o r c e  o f  the w a t e r f a l l  as I  p russ iked  up. As i t  tu rned  o u t ,  
the new p i t c h  ( 7  metres) l e d  t o  nowhere i n  p a r t i c u l a r  except a  r ock  blockage heading 
down, and an aven heading up. A f t e r  a  b r i e f  l ook  around the main chamber we s t a r t e d  
o u r  e x i  t journey.  

The w a t e r f a l l  was w e l l  and t r u l y  pumping now, and Martyn p russ i ked  up t h e  rope a t  
impress ive speed. Upon reaching the top  he exp la i ned  he had t o  go f a s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  
ge t  o u t  o f  the wa te r  and b rea the  aga in !  Our ascent  a t  the  upper s h o r t  p i t c h e s  went 
smoothly, us i ng  the co rd  we hauled the  rope back up each new drop be fo re  p r u s s i k i n g  
i t .  The su r f ace  was ga ined a f t e r  a  ve ry  p l easan t  t r i p  l a s t i n g  s l i g h t l y  ove r  f o u r  
hours .  For the record ,  i f  necessary the f i r s t  p i t c h  can be f r e e  c l  imbed. Anyone 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  do ing  Satans p lease c o n t a c t  the  au tho r ,  as I l e f t  some va lued gear 
above the f i n a l  chamber. 

ROLAN EBERHARD 
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KUBLA KHAN - RESURGENCE TO AND FROM BOTTOM ENTRANCE EXCHANGE THROUGH DIVE O R  KUBLA 
V I A  THE TRADESMAN'S ENTRANCE - 10 JUNE 1984 

Those i nvo l ved :  Duncan Ho l land ,  S t u a r t  N icho las ,  Rolan Eberhard and N i c k  Hume. 

A 6.30 am s t a r t  toge ther  w i t h  good d r i v i n g  a l lowed us t o  b reak fas t  l e i s u r e l y  a t  Mole 
Creek, where we met Mick F l i n t  and A lec  Marr, much t o  t h e i r  s u r p r i s e .  A f t e r  S t u a r t  
had eaten two o f  e v e r y t h i n g  we p a r t e d  from Mick and company, who went o f f  t o  
photograph some p r e t t i e s ,  f o r  you. Our own p lans  f o r  Kubla were f o r  a  team o f  two 
d i v e r s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  the resurgence s e r i e s  i n t o  t he  cave p roper  and e x i t  v i a  the  
bot tom en t rance .  Meanwhile, a  second team o f  two would e n t e r  the  bot tom en t rance  
and, us ing  the d i v e  gear from the f i r s t ,  r e t u r n  back through the sumps. A pure and 
s imp le  idea, though f r augh t  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  s t u f f  ups. 

A f l i p  o f  a  c o i n  r e s u l t e d  i n  S t u a r t  and myse l f  e n t e r i n g  the  d ingy  sump pool  t o  beg in  
the e p i c  d i v e .  Each laden w i t h  t w i n  a i r  tank se t s ,  l i n e r e e l s  and a spare 15 cub i c  
f o o t  capac i t y  b o t t l e ,  a s s i s t e d  by Dunc and Ro l ,  who then drove t o  the  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  
the h i l l  t o  do t h e i r  b i t .  Water l e v e l s  were obv ious l y  h i gh ,  b u t  l i t t l e  o r  no 
c u r r e n t  was n o t i c e d  i n  the  broad, submerged passage. I f i nned  o f f ,  l a y i n g  l i n e ,  w i t h  
S tu  hard  on vy f l i p p e r s .  A few s laps  t o  the face  convinced him o f  the  v i r t u e s  
i nvo l ved  i n  f o l l o w i n g  a t  a  more conse rva t i ve  d i s t ance .  Swimming i n  1; metre 
v i s a b i l  i t y  ( ze ro  t o  h a l f  a metre f o r  Stu) f o r  ove r  500 metres s e t t l e d  me i n t o  a  
monotonous rhythm, one t h a t  caused me t o  miss the r i g h t  hand t u r n  up t o  the  a i rspace ,  
and f i n i s h  i n  a  dead end. Some minor l i n e  entangelements i n  zero v i s i b i l i t y  s e t  
S t u a r t  t o  wonder what the  h e l l  was go ing  on; l c o r r e c t e d  t he  e r r o r  and we bo th  
su r faced  hav ing spent some 30-40 minutes underwater,  w i t h  more f un  t o  come! 

Res t ing  b r i e f l y  here I then s p l i t  my t w i n  s e t  down t o  a  f r e s h  s i n g l e  tank and 
c a r r i e d  i t  the s h o r t  d i s t ance  t o  the  nex t  sump. For va r i ous  reasons Stuey had t o  
con t inue  on w i t h  h i s  t w i n  tanks and spare b o t t l e  (he a l s o  had a  can o f  Fanta 
somewhere on h i s  person) ,  a t o t a l  we igh t  o f  over  one hundred pounds! 

Our second d i v e  was i n  f a c t  some 117  metres long,  though I had t o  l ay  150 metres o f  
l i n e  due t o  the  p a u c i t y  o f  t i e  o f f  p o i n t s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  Th i s  nex t  a i r  chamber i s  
enormous and S tu  t h a n k f u l l y  d i t c h e d  two o f  h i s  tanks on i t s  sandy dunes. He 
c a r r i e d  the baby b o t t l e  and l i n e r e e l  w h i l e  I s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  my somewhat l a r g e r  burden 
a long  the  h a l f  k i l o m e t r e  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  d ry  passage t o  the  t h i r d  and f i n a l  sump. Two 
s h o r t  f r e e  d i ves  brought  us t o  the headwal l  o f  ou r  l a s t  swim. A p e n c i l  s t uck  i n  the  
w a l l  here was a  memento o f  the  survey c a r r i e d  o u t  by S te fan  and myse l f  severa l  months 
p r e v i o u s l y .  

A bag o f  mud from the w a l l s  was the o n l y  l i n e  t i e  o f f  I cou ld  improv ise,  t h u s l y  we 
d i ved  the remain ing 20-30 metres i n t o  Ca i r n  H a l l .  On the  way I managed t o  g e t  
d i v e r t e d  by a  conv inc i ng  b l i n d  t o  the l e f t  - I must t h i n k  " r i g h t "  i n  f u t u r e .  Unknown 
t o  us a t  the t ime,  a  l i n e  snagged on some o f  ou r  d i v i n g  gear,  dragging the mud bag a  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  a l ong  the submerged passage, w i t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  consequences as i t  tu rned  
o u t .  

Sounds o f  ou r  s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  a l e r t e d  Dunc and Rolan who were w a i t i n g  on the 
Kubla s i d e .  They ye lped t h e i r  presence and waded over  t o  h e l p  us o u t  o f  the wa te r .  
P l e a s a n t r i e s ,  j e l l y  beans and c i g a r e t t e s  were shared around, w h i l e  we swapped d i v i n g  
gear f o r  the more mundane accoutrements o f  d ry ,  a i r  cav ing .  We i n  t u r n  he lped Rolan 
and Duncan prepare f o r  t h e i r  d i v e ,  Stuey per fo rming  an e n t e r t a i n i n g  s l i p - s l i d e  a c t  
t o  humour them on t h e i r  way. We then r e t r e a t e d  upstream t o  the ladder  p laced  a t  the 
bot tom en t rance  before c l i m b i n g  o u t  t o  a  welcome beer  and ea ts  a t  the  c a r .  

Meanwhile, underwater,  Rolan swam up t o  Duncan, a t  the  d i sp l aced  anchor bag, who was 
shrugging incomprehension. Rolan ascended i n t o  t i g h t  r i f t  be fo re  suspec t ing  the t r u e  
n a t u r e  o f  the problem, he then ree led  ahead t o  the a i r space .  A l e ss  en l i gh tened  Dunc 
had some moments o f  cosmic awareness i n  the  r i f t  p r i o r  t o  f o l l o w i n g  on. C o l l e c t i n g  
the t w i n  s e t  a t  the  dunes they appa ren t l y  completed the  second d i v e  w i t h o u t  hass les .  
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Assembling the o t h e r  t w i n  se t  they s e t  o f f  on the long f i n a l  swim t o  d a y l i g h t ,  bo th  
had 3roblerns g u i d i n g  a long  the c o r d l i n e  because o f  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  c o e f f i c i e n t  
o f  f r i c t i o n  a l l i e d  w i t h  i t s  nega t i ve  buoyancy and f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  wa te r .  Duncan 
found h imse l f  i n  something o f  a  t ang le  and became d i s o r i e n t e d  w h i l e  s o r t i n g  i t  a l l  
o u t .  F o r t u n a t e l y  he guessed the c o r r e c t  way t o  go on, bu t  wasn ' t  comp le te ly  su re  
u n t i l  he s i gh ted  the orange co loured  s e c t i o n  t h a t  comprised the  f i r s t  150 metres 
o f  l i n e !  

Stuey and I r e tu rned  t o  the resurgence i n  t ime  t o  see them su r f ace .  Rolan spat  o u t  
h i s  r e g u l a t o r  and announced an i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r i p t i v e  e x p l e t i v e  o f  recen t  events ,  
a  word I w o n ' t  reproduce here.  By c o n t r a s t  Duncan emerged w i t h  a  beaming sm i l e  
and enjoyed a  soggy c i g a r e t t e .  We p u l l e d  the l i n e  o u t ,  a  seemingly endless task ,  
abb rev i a ted  by a  number o f  snags and s n a r l  ups. Thanking the farmer concerned, i t  
wasn ' t  long be fo re  we a r r i v e d  a t  the Mole Creek pub. 

The t r i p  was executed s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  problems t h a t  cou ld  have a r i s e n ,  
l a r g e l y  because o f  the p l ann ing  and competence o f  the people  invo lved .  We 
thorough ly  enjoyed i t ,  another  TCC f i r s t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  by Epics  U n l i m i t e d .  

NICK HUME 

JUNEE-FLORENTINE, Sunday, i 5  A p r i l  1984 

P a r t y :  A l b e r t  Goede, Judy Goede, Ben Goede 

Our aim i n  the morning was t o  l o c a t e  Ring Hole (up v a l l e y  f rom sesame) and p l ace  a  
number on i t .  Having rece ived  somewhat vague d i r e c t i o n s  on how t o  ge t  the re ,  we 
parked the ca r  a t  a  l i k e l y  l ook i ng  spot  a l ong  the  eas t  branch o f  Chr isps Road. 
We f o l l owed  a  steep l ogg ing  t r a c k  u p h i l l  u n t i l  i t  pe te red  o u t .  A t  t h a t  s tage we 
cou ld  hear a  good-sized creek i n  a  v a l l e y  t o  the  west.  We taped a  r o u t e  down t o  
the creek and then f o l l owed  i t  downstream u n t i l  i t  disappeared over  the edge o f  a  
l a r g e  d o l i n e .  A t  the base the c reek  disappeared underground i n t o  loose rock .  
Whi le  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  ge t  i n ,  i t  d i d  no t  look ve ry  i n v i t i n g .  Convinced t h a t  
t h i s  was Ring Hole we s t a r t e d  t o  look  around f o r  a  d r y  en t rance .  On the  eas te rn  
s i d e  o f  the d o l i n e  we found a  t r i a n g u l a r  en t rance  about a  metre  h i g h  t h a t  had 
r e c e n t l y  been dug o u t .  I t  narrowed t o  a  t i g h t  c i r c u l a r  h o l e  s l o p i n g  downwards. 
Convinced t h a t  I had d iscovered the d r y  ent rance t o  Ring Hole I  p laced  a  number t o  
the r i g h t  o f  the ent rance ( JF  3 6 4 ) .  

Fu r t he r  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  the  d o l i n e  revealed a  smal l  d raugh t i ng  h o l e  near the 
southern marg in  o f  the  d o l i n e .  I t  was much t oo  smal l  t o  e n t e r .  

From the d o l i n e  we headed eas t  t o  i n t e r c e p t  the l ogg ing  t r a c k  we had f o l l owed  on 
the way up. I n  the a f t e rnoon  we v i s i t e d  Welcome St ranger .  The lower en t rance  was 
dry  so we were a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  the  s t ream passage a l l  the way. Fu r t he r  upstream the 
creek was runn ing  a l though  the wate r  was very  low. The stream disappeared down a  
smal l  h o l e  i n  the l e f t  w a l l .  Ben was very  impressed w i t h  the cave as t h i s  was t he  
f i r s t  w e l l  decorated cave he had seen. 

ALBERT GOEDE 

P.S. I found o u t  a f t e rwa rds  from Mar tyn Carnes t h a t  the stream we had f o l l o w e d  
i n  the  morning was Tarn Creek and t h a t  Tarn Creek S w a l  l e t  i s  where i t  d isappears  
underground. The smal l  h o l e  we had numbered appa ren t l y  does n o t  go. The s w a l l e t  
has Seen exp lo red  f o r  a  l eng th  o f  45 metres and i s  s t i l l  go ing !  
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JUNEE-FLORENTINE, Saturday, 19 May 1984 

Pa r t y :  A l b e r t  Goede, H i l a r y  Goede 

We s e t  o f f  w i t h  the avowed i n t e n t i o n  o f  numbering Satans L a i r ,  Ring Hole and Tarn 
Creek S w a l l e t .  The morning s t a r t e d  bad l y .  Hal fway a l ong  the eas te rn  branch o f  
Chr i sps  Road we found the way b locked by a  l a rge  f a l l e n  l og .  We s e t  o f f  t o  t r y  t o  
d i scove r  the beg inn ing  o f  the Satans L a i r  t r a c k .  Th is  took  some t ime as i t  was bad l y  
marked. We f i n a l l y  f3und i t  a t  the l a s t  sharp l e f t  hand t u r n  i n  the  road be fo re  
reaching the mast. I t  i s  now c l e a r l y  marked w i t h  two b l u e  tapes above a  red  one on 
a  branch o f  a  young S i l v e r  W a t t l e .  

The t r a c k  was n o t  easy t o  f o l l o w  as i t  was p o o r l y  marked and f o r  the f i r s t  p a r t  
h e a v i l y  overgrown w i t h  bracken f e r n .  We f i n a l l y  made i t  t o  the  main r i dge ,  and from 
the re  descended s t e e p l y  i n t o  the Satans L a i r  v a l l e y .  A f t e r  c ross i ng  the v a l l e y  we 
found the tapes t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  the en t rance  t o  the cave. The en t rance  i s  a  near 
v e r t i c a l  r i f t  a t  the  f o o t  o f  the h i l l  and a t  the  base o f  a  2  metre h i g h  c l i f f .  The 
en t rance  i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  the c l i f f ,  up t o  0 .8  metres wide and 3 metres long and 
surrounded by fa1 l en  logs .  The number JF 365 was p laced on a  rock  face on the  u p h i l l  
s i d e  o f  the r i f t .  We d iscovered  t h a t  an o l d  M y r t l e  t r e e  near the en t rance  had the  
i n i t i a l s  WH, MH and A R  carved i n  i t .  I  wonder who they were? As I cou ld  hear a  
runn ing  creek u p - v a l l e y ,  I decided t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and found t he  water  d isappear ing  
i n t o  a  h o l e  i n  g rave l  i n  the l e f t  bank o f  the  stream. 

We r e t r a c e d  our  s teps and reached the road a t  3.00 pm i n  t ime f o r  ano ther  a t t emp t  t o  
f i n d  Ring Hole.  Th is  t ime we found the  c a r  park ,  and a f t e r  some search ing  we managed 
t o  l o c a t e  an impress ive former s w a l l e t  which turned o u t  t o  be Sesame I (JF  210).  
Once aga in  we cou ld  hear a  creek upstream, so decided t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Th i s  had t o  
be the Ring Hole s t ream! But no t  so, t he  s t ream was found t o  go underground i n t o  a  
t i g h t ,  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  passage. No number was found. A s h o r t  d i s t ance  upstream, 
c l ose  t o  the eas t  bank I found the  ent rance t o  JF 209. Th is  i s  q u i t e  a  p romis ing  
l ook i ng  ent rance,  and should  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  f u r t h e r  as S C S  records c l a i m  t h a t  i t  
i s  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  exp lo red .  

Once aga in  we d i d  n o t  f i n d  Ring Ho le  as the nearby stream s i n k  does n o t  f i t  the  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  B e t t e r  l u c k  nex t  t ime.  

ALBERT GOEDE 

CHICKEN BONE POT 

Pa r t y :  T  Wai les ,  N Hume, M F l i n t ,  M Carnes, A P izza and the  scantremains o f  a  
ch i cken ' s  l e f t  l eg .  

Every now and aga in  Ida Bay k a r s t  p resen ts  a  welcome change f rom the  F l o r e n t i n e ,  
a l t hough  the  e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  access t o  cave ent rances through t h i c k  bush remains the 
same. 

Th is  p a r t i c u l a r  en t rance  was one o f  Mick F l i n t ' s  b i g  hopes, and the e f f o r t  made t o  
g e t  t he re  had t o  be wor th  i t !  

The ent rance was perhaps a k i l o m e t r e  f rom the  top  o f  t he  qua r r y  down the  "new" 
E x i t  t r a c k  and h i g h  up t o  the  r i g h t  on the con tac t .  As the  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h i s  area 
has b a r e l y  been scratched,  hopes were h i g h  t o  f i n d  something s i g n i f i c a n t .  Other 
caves o f f  f rom the t r a c k  had been d i s a p p o i n t i n g ;  a l l  seemed t o  choke o f f  a t  about 
30 metres.  

Equipped w i t h  150 metres o f  rope, t races ,  s l i n g s  and a  b o l t  k i t  we descended the 
f i r s t  p i t c h  o f  2 4  metres;  the  c o n t i n u a t i o n  presented a  down c l imb  o f  3 metres 
where ev idence o f  p h r e a t i c  development was obv ious .  Small tubes ran  o f f  h o r i z o n t a l l y  
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l l e y  we 
near  ( h e  large s tubborn bou lder  prevented p rogress ,  and each o f  us i n  t u r n  k i c ked ,  
:f. ~h~  pulled, pushed, rocked and swore unna tu ra l  obscene t ies  a t  i t s  u n r e l e n t i n g  
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too small t o  pene t ra te ;  the main r o u t e  l e d  t o  a  sepen t ine  bend w i t h  a  s l o p i n g  
chamber l e a d i n g % h a r p l y  t o  a  s i z e a b l e  p i t c h .  R igg ing  was d i f f i c u l t  and a  hand l i n e  
das placed f rom the down c l  irnb round the  s e r p e n t i n e  bend across t he  t op  o f  the  
?itch t o  a  sma l l ledge w i t h  a  narrow c l  imb above. I t  was d iscovered  t h a t  the  hand 
line could be bypassed by c l i m b i n g  up i n t o  a  l a r g e r  p h r e a t i c  tube o v e r l o o k i n g  the 
chamber, which l e d  t o  a  s o l u t i o n  tube l ead ing  v i a  some narrow c l imbs  t o  t he  ledge 
above the p i t c h .  W i t h i n  these c l imbs ,  good r i g g i n g  p o i n t s  were found and t he  
  itch was read ied  f o r  descent.  The chamber where Mar tyn so journed  was s u s c e p t i b l e  

vesence. The b o l t  hammer was used t o  no ava i  l t o  c h i p  f l a k e s  o f f  i t  and the  w a l l s  
I .ihich he ld  i t  p i v o t i n g  i n  de f i ance .  The passage beyond was w ide r  and showed good 

signs o f  c o n t i n u i n g ,  so f i n a l l y ,  w i t h  t he  use o f  s l i n g s  and an unaccustomed 
patience, the o f f e n d i n g  rock f e l l  th rough and r o l l e d  away ove r  more t a l u s .  Th i s  
was the " rock masons squeeze" which we q u i c k l y  g rove l  l e d  through o n l y  t o  f i n d  
another c o n s t r i c t i o n  b a r r i n g  t he  way i n t o  what was seen as l a r g e  passage. 
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'void turned o u t  t o  be the  base o f  an aven. The s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  f l o o r  o f  t a l u s  
cobbles l ed  i n t o  a  second aven t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  a  r i f t  which marked the  t ake  o f f  

m ~oint f o r  the  t h i r d  p i t c h .  A ve ry  dead decomposed echidna carcas l a y  p r o s t r a t e  
9n the cobbles,  i t s  l i f e  o b v i o u s l y  te rm ina ted  f rom i t s  plumnet o u t  o f  t he  v o i d  o f  

t h e  high aven above. 

t h i s  was t he  main reason f o r  r i g g i n g  from the  ledge,,. I C  esc nded f i r s t  and 
reported a  c o n t i n u i n g  narrow r i f t  which draughted f a i n t l y .  On descending o t h e r  
ledges were noted,  which seemed t o  be c rea ted  f rom h i g h  avens j o i n i n g  t he  
Impressive wide r i f t  which formed t he  b u l k  o f  the  cave so f a r .  The c o n t i n u i n g  r i f t  
larrowed t o  a lmost  impassable dimensions, and t he  j o b  o f  excava t i ng  began. 

:tempt to 
re managed 

i i th nowhere t o  r i g  from, a b o l t  was p laced  t o  g i v e  an a lmos t  f reehang t o  t he  base 
14 metres below. The passage con t i nued  below under more avens w i t h  s t e e p l y  
cobbled bases t o  a  down c l i m b  under a  l a r g e  bou lder ;  t h i s  marked t he  lowest  p o i n t  
9 f  the cave. No wate r  was e v i d e n t ,  b u t  a  mud g rave l  soak runn ing  o f f  i n t o  an 
mpenetrable r i f t  marked the  end. Very l i t t l e  draught  was p resen t  however much 

~ l e  pretended i t  was, and the  o n l y  way on was a  7 metre  c l i m b  i n t o  what looked 
like another aven. N i ck  worked w e l l  t o  g a i n  t h i s  ledge and t o  r e p o r t  a  drop down a  
iarrow s l o t .  Fo l  l ow ing  him, t he  drop was r i gged  and descended t o  more mud and 
?ravel, and the f i n a l i t y  o f  i t  was marked by a  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  any a i r  movement. 
jut again, l ook i ng  up p a s t  a  s l ope  o f  mud and t a l u s ,  y e t  ano ther  aven was noted.  

Ironical ly, the  c o n s t r i c t i o n  was the  same rock  as be fo re .  W i t h  s l i g h t l y  more 
room to  manoeuvre, the rock  was moved t o  t he  s i d e  and the  rema in ing  t a l u s  k i c ked  
through i n t o  the " l a r g e  passage" beyond. E n t r y  was q u i c k l y  ga ined,  and the  roomy 

!ur e x i t  f rom the cave was u n e v e n t f u l ,  a l t hough  the  d e b r i s  f a1  l i n g  on the  32 met re  
;itch was unnerv ing,  and r e t r i e v i n g  the  rope f rom the be lay  p o i n t  below the  
solution tube r e s u l t e d  i n  a  nas ty  gash f rom the  razo r  sharp p r o j e c t i o n s  which 
looked l i k e  the p e r f e c t  des ign  o f  a  huge cheese g r a t e r .  Our emergence i n t o  the  
rinder d ry  r a i n  f o r e s t  was s a t i s f y i n g ,  and once changed f o r  the  t r e k  back, we c u t  
straight a long  the con tour  u n t i l  we crossed the  t r a c k .  On reach ing  t he  openness 
~f the qua r r y  we were stunned by the  v iew o f  the  H a r t z  mountains and Adamsons 
leak bathed i n  b r i l l i a n t  moon l i gh t .  Our lamps were f l i c k e d  o f f ,  and the  downward 
lialk t o  the ca rs  was we1 l i l l u m i n a t e d  and q u i t e  s t i r r i n g .  The f e e l  i n g  o f  a  m inor  
achievement was t he re ,  a l t hough  t he  cave had te rmina ted  a t  about  125 metres.  I t  
appears t h a t  the  "system" has been c r e a t e d  by a  s e r i e s  o f  avens o r i g i n a t i n g  f rom 
:he contact  above, combining t o  form a  l a r g e  h i g h  r i f t  appearance ending i n  a  
soak, which i s  o n l y  a c t i v e  i n  t imes o f  heavy r a i n f a l l .  Th i s  i s  o n l y  one sma l l  
section o f  the con tac t  t o  have been exp lo red ,  and g r e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l  c o u l d  be found 
at another p o i n t  f u r t h e r  a l ong  the c o n t a c t .  

TREVOR WA l LES 
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MORE WORTHWHILE TRIVIA 

A meet ing w i l l  be h e l d  on 13 August 1984 i n  the  Mole Creek Ho te l  by  the  Na t i ona l  
Parks and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  t o  a t t emp t  some s o r t  o f  g u i d e l i n e  f o r  cave management. 
The " inques t "  w i l l  s t a r t  a t  7.30 pm and i n c l u d e  such major  t o p i c s  as cave pe rm i t s  , 

f o r  the "Speleomania" conference,  the usual  cave conse rva t i on  which would be 
l o o k i n g  a t  r o u t i n g  paths through caves such as "Kubla", and a ve ry  impor tan t  rev iew 
o f  the NPWS cave pe rm i t s  s i t u a t i o n .  

Un fo r t una te l y ,  t h i s  meet ing takes p l ace  on a Monday evening; perhaps i t  i s  o n l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  the Mole Creek cav ing  area.  

However, such ques t ions  cou ld  occur  as "what a r e  the  p e n a l t i e s  o f  cav i ng  w i t h o u t  a 
permi t " ,  and a f t e r  be ing  caught,  f l a t l y  r e f u s i n g  t o  r e t u r n  the  speleothems found i n  
your rucksack handbag, o r  f a l s e  bottomed su i t case ,  t o  the p l a c e  o f  procurement.  I t  
would appear t h a t  the  o n l y  people  t o  s u f f e r  f rom "permitmania" a r e  a c t i v e  bona f i de  
r e a l  honest t o  the e a r t h  cavers who, caught w i t h o u t  a p e r m i t ,  b r i n g  the  w ra th  o f  t he  
NPWS down around t h e i  r C lub ' s  ears .  They a re  threatened wi  t h  excommunicat i on  f rom 
mundane ho les  i n  the ground t h a t  have passed i n t o  t he  hands o f  a Government branch, 
who care  n o t  whether they a re  ever  seen o r  heard o f  aga in .  

I f  t h i s  was rock  c l i m b i n g ,  a whole area cou ld  be fenced o f f  and a Ranger s t a t i o n e d  t o  
watch the c l i f f  face f o r  any s i g n  o f  "peg" placement.  Ins tead,  we g e t  gates t h a t  i f  
determined beings w ish  t o  remove, i t  takes up t o  t h ree  weeks t o  even come t o  n o t i c e .  
L e t ' s  be f a i  r ,  who ga ins  f rom pe rm i t s  w i t h o u t  p rosecu t  i on  "cavers" o r  "cowboys" - i t ' s  
always the Club and t h e i r  freedom t h a t  s u f f e r s !  

ILE DES PHOOUES DIVE 

W i l l  happen. Ring P H i l l  o r  P h i l l  on 39 1221.  On 2 August i f  you a r e  keen, depending 
on the weather,  the da te  cou ld  change b u t  the c o s t  shou ld  remain a t  about $ 3 5 .  
For  the exper ience  i t  has t o  be a barga in .  
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