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FORWARD PROGRAMME 

Weds 5 Sept 

Sa t-Sun 
8-9 Sept 

Sat-Sun 
15-16 Sept 

Weds 19 Sept 

Sat-Sun 
22-23 Sept 

Sa t-Sun 
29-30 Sept 

Weds 3 Oct 

Sat-Sun 
6-7 Oct 

F r i  12 Oct 

24-25 Nov 

General Meet ing,  7 Rupert  Avenue. 

A more d e t a i l e d  examinat ion o f  the  po t s  and area around B 6 H 
s e r i e s .  

G row 

Comm 

Weld 

l i n g  Swa l l e t ,  Se rend ip i t y ,  The Chairman - who knows? 

i t t e e  Meet ing a t  S t u a r t t s .  A l l  welcome. BYO. 

R i ve r  Arch and env i r ons .  Cave hun t i ng ,  b r i n g  your  bow and 
ar row o r  what ever  you use. See Andrew B r i ggs  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o .  
A l so  Peanut B r i t t l e  Pot survey t r i p .  

Any suggest ions.  A s p o r t  t r i p  o r  maybe some e x p l o r a t i o n  bush 
bashing. 

General Meet ing a t  S t u a r t ' s .  

Growl ing Swa l l e t  t y i n g  some survey ends up. 

TCC Annual D inner .  Srr back bh;k. 
P r a c t i c e  Rescue F l o r e n t i n e .  

dednesday's and the occas iona l  Thursday, TCC u n o f f i c i a l l y  meet a t  the  Doghouse Hote l  
f o r  cha t s ,  arguments, boasts and d r i n k s  o f t e n  amusing r a r e l y  bo r i ng .  

Please no te  weekend dates a re  shown as access r e s t r i c t i o n s  cou ld  occur  on Sa tu rday 's  
making the  t r i p s  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  on Sunday's. 
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ED l TOR l AL 

As the  f ounda t i on  E d i t o r  o f  the  S p i e l ,  I am honoured t o  w r i t e  the  e d i t o r i a l  f o r  
t h i s  spec ia l  occas ion - the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Speleo Sp ie l  No 200. Regular 
p u b l i c a t i o n  began i n  A p r i l  1966. Our aims were t o  ensure t h a t  new d i s c o v e r i e s  
were recorded and documented, and t o  keep members i n  c l ose  touch w i t h  the C lub ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  We had no idea t h a t  we would be s t a r t i n g  something t h a t  would s t i l l  
be go ing  s t r ong  e igh teen  years  l a t e r .  Dur ing t h i s  t ime severa l  genera t ions  o f  
cavers have passed through the ranks,  and the S p i e l  has become an i n v a l u a b l e  
record  o f  ou r  a c t i v i t i e s  ove r  the  p e r i o d .  An impress ive number o f  d i s c o v e r i e s  
have been announced i n  the  Sp ie l  - Kubla Khan, E x i t  Cave, M i n i  Ma r t i n ,  Khazad-dum, 
Growl ing Swa l l e t ,  I ce  Tube, S e r e n d i p i t y ,  I ce  Tube and Ann-a-Kananda, t o  ment ion - b u t  a few. 

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  r e f l e c t  on changes i n  cav i ng  techniques s i nce  I  j o i n e d  the  
Club i n  1954.  A t  t h a t  t ime cav ing  was a cheap s p o r t .  Personal equipment was 
a b s o l u t e l y  b a s i c  and cons i s t ed  o f  a p a i r  o f  o v e r a l l s ,  a p a i r  o f  Army su rp l us  boots  
w i t h  t r i p l e  hobs o r  starmuggers added t o  the so les ,  and a pressed cardboard m i n e r ' s  
helmet t h a t  had t o  be p a i n t e d  t o  w i t h s t a n d  wet c o n d i t i o n s .  The h e a d l i g h t  was e i t h e r  
a c l i p - o n  b i c y c l e  lamp which tended t o  drag one 's  helmet down over  t h e  eyes, o r  a 
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c l assy  s p o t l i g h t  f o r  the  more a f f l u e n t ,  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  a  bu l ky  6 - v o l t  d r y  c e l l  b a t t e r y  
t o  be c a r r i e d  i n  a  pouch on a  b e l t  around the w a i s t .  Th i s  tu rned  o u t  t o  be a  r e a l  
obs tac l e  i n  t i g h t  squeezes. Even i f  one succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  through,  i t  o f t e n  meant 
r i p p i n g  the  con tac t s  o u t  o f  the b a t t e r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e a d l i g h t s ,  ca rb i de  lamps 
were s tandard equipment. Wet s u i t s  were unheard o f .  The c o t t o n  o v e r a l l s  we used 
q u i c k l y  l o s t  t h e i r  warmth when soaked and hypothermia was an ever  p resen t  danger on 
long, wet t r i p s .  

As f a r  as o t h e r  equipment was concerned, when I j o i n e d  the  ranks the Club had j u s t  
w r i t t e n  o f f  the l a s t  o f  i t s  rope ladders  w i t h  wooden rungs and rep laced  them w i t h  w i r e  
ladders  w i t h  h o l l o w  l i g h t w e i g h t  a l l o y  rungs. They d i f f e r e d  f rom today 's  ladders  i n  
t h a t  the rungs were h e l d  i n  p lace  by w ind ing  copper w i r e  around the cab le  on each 
s i d e  o f  the rung and h o l d i n g  t h i s  arrangement i n  p l ace  w i t h  s o l d e r .  Making ladders  
was a  very t ime consuming process.  A lso ,  the copper wi  r e  had a  tendency t o  become 
unstuck a f t e r  a  w h i l e .  I t  f r e q u e n t l y  r i pped  o n e ' s  o v e r a l l s .  Rungs were a l s o  known 
t o  f a i l  - t o  s l i d e  down the cab le  u n t i l  h e l d  by the  nex t  rung!  

I n  1954 the Club had j u s t  bought i t s  f i r s t  ny l on  c l i m b i n g  rope f o r  be lay ,  bu t  some 
hemp ropes were s t i l l  i n  use. I  s t i l l  remember s t agge r i ng  a long  under t he  we igh t  o f  
30 metres o f  hemp! Th is  rope had a  very  l i m i t e d  l i f e  and requ i r ed  c a r e f u l  washing 
and d r y i n g  a f t e r  every  t r i p .  

There was no t  much change i n  equipment u n t i l  the l a t e  1960 's  t h a t  saw the i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  the c l i m b i n g  p o l e  and the  f i r s t  use o f  loxens t o  p r o v i d e  a r t i f i c i a l  be lays .  The 
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  deep caves such as Khazad-dum, M in i  M a r t i n  and K e l l e r s  C e l l a r  saw 
the ~ e r f e c t i o n  o f  l adde r i ng  techniques b u t  requ i  red  l a r g e  p a r t i e s .  Gear and man- 
power o f t e n  had t o  be borrowed f rom o t h e r  c l u b s .  The f i r s t  bo t toming  o f  Khazad-dum 
took 24 hours and requ i r ed  2 4  bods t o  ge t  a  p a r t y o f  f i v e  t o  the bottom. Wet s u i t s  
came i n t o  use about t h a t  t ime.  

the Club. The rewards have been severa 
Cave S: i l l con t i nues .  

The l a t e s t  i nnova t i on  i n  v e r t i c a l  techn 
descr ibed  by Rolan i n  the l a s t  S p i e l .  

A major  advance i n  the e a r l y  1970's came w i t h  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s i n g l e  rope 
techniques us i ng  a b s e i l i n g  dev ices such as the  w h a l e t a i l  and rappe l  rack  and mechanical  
p r u s s i c k  dev ices such as jumars.  I t  made the e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  deep v e r t i c a l  cave 
systems very  much e a s i e r  and a l lowed the use o f  much sma l l e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  teams than 
be fo re .  The l a s t  few years have seen t he  emergence o f  a  s t r o n g  d i v i n g  team w i t h i n  

1 new d i s c o v e r i e s .  The saga o f  e x p l o r i n g  Junee 

iques appears t o  be the 'amazing ' c o r d  technique 
I t makes s o l o  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  deep caves a  r e a l  

p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a l though  h a r d l y  t o  be recommended f o r  t h a t  purpose. 

What can we expect  n e x t .  As a  budding armchai r  caver I am l o o k i n g  fo rward  t o  t he  
days o f  Spe leo robo t i c s .  Imagine hav ing  your  personal  robo t  do ing  your  cav i ng  f o r  
you! You can s i t  a t  home i n  a  comfor tab le  c h a i r  w i t h  one hand c l u t c h i n g  a  t i n n y  and 
the o t h e r  on the  c o n t r o l  panel d i r e c t i n g  a l l  the  a c t i o n  and exc i tement .  A t  t he  same 
t ime you w i l l  be a b l e  t o  watch i t  a l l  on your  panoramic t echn i co l ou r  3 - 0  TV mon i t o r .  
R o l l  on, new technology!  

For t h i s  and o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  new techno log i ca l  developments i n  the  f u t u r e ,  con t i nue  
your  suppor t  o f  Speleo Sp ie l  brought  t o  you by TCC f o r  o n l y  $7.00 per annum. And, 
w h i l e  you do, spare a  thought f o r  those who have laboured so hard and so long  t o  
keep i t  go ing  over  the years .  They need your  suppor t  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

ALBERT GOEDE 
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AND NOW A FEW WORDS FROM THE EDITOR 

For a magazine o f  any s o r t  t o  reach e d i t i o n  number 200 i s  q u i t e  an achievement. For  
a cav ing  c l u b  j o u r n a l  t o  reach t h a t  number i s  downr ight  amazing. But TCC has s t r u c k  
aga in  and here we a re  w i t h  SPELEO SPIEL 200. 

As mentioned by A l b e r t  Goede, the "Sp ie l "  was s t a r t e d  i n  1968 t o  enable the  
r eco rd i ng  o f  the C lub ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o v i d e  a means o f  d i s sem ina t i ng  i n f o rma t i on .  
To t h a t  end I cons ider  (b iassed  v i ew ! ! )  t h a t  i t  has f a r  exceeded the  thoughts  and 
hooes o f  those i nvo l ved  i n  i t s  commencement. Our magazine i s  f r e q u e n t l y  l a t e ,  o f t e n  
con ta ins  t r i p  r e p o r t s  from months e a r l i e r ,  i s  known t o  be o c c a s i o n a l l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  
Sut i s  ~ r o b a b l v  one o f  the most w i d e l y  read Club magazines i n  the  coun t r y ,  a r eco rd  
o f  which we can be j u s t l y  proud. R o l l  on the  nex t  one hundred issues.  

Needless CO say, none o f  t h i s  would be p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  the con t inued  suppor t  f rom 
you, the members o f  the Tasmanian Caverneer ing Club. Over the  years ,  the cav ing  
~ernbers  o f  t h i s  Club have proved themselves t o  be t he  equal o f  any, and the 
c o n t i n u i n g  achievements i n  the unseen w o r l d  below the  ground t e s t i f y  t o  t h i s .  

Since w r i t i n g  an e d i t o r i a l  some years  ago, "pending the  appointment o f  ano ther  
e d i t o r " ,  something l i k e  s i x t y  issues have s t r u g g l e d  o u t  f rom beneath my pen and 
now, word p rocessor .  Thanks t o  modern f a c i l i t i e s  and the  f o r e s i g h t  o f  some members, 
the Sp ie l  has gone f rom a s t e n c i l  d u p l i c a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a hand drawn cover  
produced by the  same means, t o  an e l e c t r i c a l l y  typed, o f f s e t  p r i n t e d  "magazine" 
complete w i t h  cover photo.  I t ' s  no t  p u t  o u t  on super g lossy  paper and we d o n ' t  
have a c e n t r e - f o l d  e i t h e r ,  bu t  who cares,  w e ' r e  cavers n o t  magazine p u b l i s h e r s .  

The unsung heroes o f  any c l u b  p u b l i c a t i o n  a r e  t h e  t y p i s t s .  Speleo S p i e l s  have been, 
and s t i l l  a re ,  typed i n  homes and businesses a l l  over  Hobar t ,  no doubt unknown t o  
most o f  the  bosses! However, we a l l  owe ou r  long  s u f f e r i n g  t y p i s t s  many thanks, 
t he re  would be no S p i e l  w i t h o u t  them - may t h e i r  f i n g e r s  no t  g e t  t e n d o - s i n i v i t u s !  

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I s i n c e r e l y  thank a l l  those who have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  ou r  wor thy 
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  and p u t  up w i t h  my i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  ove r  
the years .  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  thank a l l  the  p rev ious  e d i t o r s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
those who had the f o r e s i g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  the magazine i n  the  f i r s t  p l ace .  Desp i te  
remarks t o  the c o n t r a r y ,  1 do en joy  e d i t i n g  A u s t r a l i a ' s  bes t  cav i ng  mag. Thank 
you TCC! 

STUART NICHOLAS - E d i t o r  e t e r n a l  o f  SPELEO SPlEL 

UNDERGROUND TRIVIA FROM ALL OVER ..... 
* Who i s  t he  phantom surveyor??  On a r ecen t  t r a c k  ( road)  c l e a r i n g  t r i p  t o  

Chr i sps  Road i n  the "va l  ley", the two logs  removed by t he  chainsaw f reaks  
w i t h i n  TCC had n a i l s  i n  them. No th ing  amazing about t h a t  you say. We l l ,  they 
were marked w i t h  f l a g g i n g  tape, as were a l l  the  o t h e r s  hammered i n t o  t r ees  f o r  
a d i s t ance  down the road and p robab ly  up t he  road too .  Who's up t o  what?? 
Maybe the  da ta  shou ld  be g i ven  t o  Stuey f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  t he  F l o r e n t i n e  
survey da ta .  Hope fu l l y  we have n o t  d i s r u p t e d  someone's p r o j e c t  t o o  much, bu t  
why p u t  s t a t i o n s  on logs across access roads? 

* The bodies on the t r i p  mentioned above managed t o  c l e a r  the logs  f rom Chr isps 
Road as w e l l  as cook and consume sausages, many cups o f  tea,  bread and crumpets 
d u r i n g  the day. J u s t  as w e l l  s i n c e  i t  ra i ned  most o f  t h e  t ime and sawing l ogs  
i s  a f a i r l y  v igo rous  a c t i v i t y .  Besides, t h e r e ' s  no th i ng  wrong w i t h  h o t  crumpet 
on a c o l d  wet  day i s  t h e r e ? !  

* Ques t i on :  W h a t w e a r s a s k i n  t i g h t p u r e w h i t e t o w e l  
around d u r i n g  the  n i g h t ?  

Answer: A Member O f  Oppos i t i on ,  o r  MOO f o r  s h o r t  

i n g  gown when w a l k i n g  
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_C As ide  f rom g i v i n g  t h e  chainsaw gang w i t h i n  TCC o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  

s k i l l s ,  ANM a r e  g r a n t i n g  us $200 i n  r e t u r n  f rom some p u b l i c i t y ,  as a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
towards t h e  rep lacement  rope.  A most generous o f f e r  and one t h a t  we cannot  be 
t o o  t h a n k f u l  f o r .  Thank you ANM - may y o u r  l o g s  be s o l i d  and chainsaws sharp !  

-1. The f i r s t  r o l l  o f  new rope s h o u l d  be h e r e  s h o r t l y  ( p r o b a b l y  by  t h e  t i m e  you read  
t h i s  i t  w i l l  be due f o r  r e p l a c e m e n t ) !  A t  a  r e c e n t  mee t ing  a  d e c i s i o n  was made 
t o  i n i t i a l l y  buy 11 mm B luewa te r  f o r  "genera l "  C lub  use.  F u r t h e r  rope  w i l l  most  
l i k e l y  be 9 mm, b u t  w i l l  be bought  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  r a t h e r  than  
w h o l l y  C lub funds .  To t h i s  end, g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  moth food  i n  your  w a l l e t  and 
g i v e  o u r  e v e r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  T r e a s u r e r  Mike Edwards $20,  o r  more i f  you can, t o  
fund the rope .  The sooner you pay t h e  sooner we can buy t h e  rope and s t a r t  r e a l  
c a v i n g  a g a i n ! !  Thanks must go t o  Mark Fow le r  o f  Paddy P a l l i n  i n  Hobar t  f o r  
a s s i s t i n g  us i n  t h i s  hou r  o f  need. 

No doubt  t h e  owners o f  t h e  Doghouse H o t e l  welcome o u r  f r e q u e n t  pa t ronage .  They 
have been generous t o  the  p o i n t  o f  a l l o w i n g  us f r e e  e n t r y  on n i g h t s  when a  
s p e c i a l  band i s  p l a y i n g ,  and we a r e  now i s s u i n g  a l l  f i n a n c i a l  members w i t h  TCC 
Membership c a r d s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h i s .  However, t hey  s h o u l d  o n l y  be used on 
Wednesday and Thursday n i g h t s  and a r e  n o t  i n tended  t o  enab le  h o l d e r s  t o  go t o  
the  Doghouse f o r  t h e  mus ic .  I f  you a r e  t a k i n g  y o u r  g i r l f r i e n d ,  w i f e  o r  whatever  
(even j u s t  y o u r s e l f ) ,  t o  t h e  pub f o r  t h e  music,  p l e a s e  be a  l i t t l e  generous and 
pay t h e  r e q u i r e d  cove r  charge.  Remember t h e  f r e e  e n t r y  i s  a  p r i v i l e g e  bestowed 
upon o u r  C lub members o n l y ,  n o t  a l l  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i o n s  and o t h e r  hangers o n !  

A new member - w e l l  a l m o s t  new anyway, Murray  C r o s s w e l l ,  one o f  N i c k ' s  c r o n i e s  - 
a c t u a l l y  h e ' s  n o t  a Dad guy - has a t  l a s t  j o i n e d  o u r  ranks .  I b e l i e v e  he has 
been underground a  few t imes  and h o p e f u l l y  he may go a g a i n !  

.r. New cove r  t i m e  a g a i n .  T h i s  one i s  a  d i v e  s h o t  j u s t  f o r  v a r i e t  
t o  be i n  vogue a t  t he  moment. The c o s t  has been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
t he  l a s t  one thanks a g a i n  t o  T r e v o r .  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  p  
i s  o f ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  r e a l l y ,  b u t  i t ' s  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  o r  
i n  t h a t  t i m e  I ' l l  f i n d  o u t  someth ing abou t  i t .  

y  as d i v i n g  seems 
reduced o v e r  

i c  i s  o r  who i t  
so anyway. Maybe 

From the  e d i t o r ' s  o l d  age p a r t y  thanks must go t o  N,M,&MM f o r  g i v i n g  me THE 
B O O T ( S ) .  J u s t  what I a lways wanted - two o l d  b o o t s  comple te  w i t h  s p i d e r  webs 
and hook t o  hang them f rom.  Maybe we can s t a r t  a  g e r i a t r i c ' s  b ranch  o f  TCC and 
hang o u r  b o o t s  up t o g e t h e r  and t a l k  about  c a v i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  a c t u a l l y  d o i n g  i t  - 
i n  f a c t ,  t h a t ' s  about  what a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  do now! And t h e y ' r e  n o t  even t e r t i  . . . ,  
t h e r t  . . . . ,  t h r e e t  . . . . . ,  what was t h a t  word?? 

J .  Once a g a i n  f rom t h e  e d i t o r ' s  o l d  age p a r t y ,  thanks must go t o  a l l  t hose  c r a z y  
bods s i g n i n g  (and m o d i f y i n g )  t h a t  c a r d .  I t ' s  j u s t  g r e a t  t o  be p e c t ' e d !  

-1. As you no doubt  know by now, t h e  f i f t e e n t h  b i e n n i a l  con fe rence  o f  t he  ASF i s  t o  
be h e l d  i n  T a s s i e  e a r l y  n e x t  yea r .  S ince  t h e  number o f  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  be  f a i r l y  
l a r g e  and a  l o t  w i l l  be u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  good chance 
t h a t  a  rescue w i l l  be needed. To t h i s  end, a  rescue e x e r c i s e  i s  t o  be h e l d  
o v e r  t h e  weekend o f  November 24 & 25 i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y .  The cave o r  
caves t o  be used have n o t  been de te rm ined  y e t ,  b u t  t h e  show w i l l  enab le  cave rs ,  
P o l i c e  and Ambulance bods t o  a t  l e a s t  g a i n  some a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  each o t h e r ' s  
gea r  and a b i l i t i e s .  D e s p i t e  y o u r  undoubted r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a t t e n d  such t h i n g s ,  
t h i s  i s  t h e  y e a r  when a  r e a l  rescue c o u l d  be needed and i t  i s  most i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  goes ahead and t h a t  YOU a r e  t h e r e .  A f t e r  a l l ,  you w i l l  be 
t h e r e  when t h e  r e a l  t h i n g  comes a long ,  why n o t  g e t  some p r a c t i s e  f i r s t ? !  
D o n ' t  f o r g e t  i t  - November 24 & 25. 

-1. The US v e r s i o n  o f  ASF, the  NSS runs a  book s t o r e  and we have a  somewhat 
a b b r e v i a t e d  c a t a l o g u e  w h i c h  d e t a i l s  some o f  t h e i r  s t o c k .  Most o f  i t  i s  
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  S t a t e s i d e  c a v i n g  scene b u t  some may be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  o u r  bods. 
See i t  a t  S t u ' s  p l a c e .  

.L.Ld..C.CJ-.L.L J..IIII.IIIIII.IIIIIII~~~-~~-.~~.~~-~~-I~I~+..I~~C~ JJ JJJ~II J- J,J. .~..I.JI.LJ-J-~J-d.JI.LJ-.LL~~JIJ-&d.&&J-J-J-JJJ-J.J-.IIJJJJJJ~. J-J- J.J..LJ. JJ JJ J-JJ-L J- JJ-I-I~--I-IJJJ~JII~*-.~~.?- ,\ ,. ,, ,, ,\ ,. I .  ,. ,. I ,  ,\ ,. ,\ ,. l\ l. ,. ,\ ,\ ,\ ,, ,. I. ,\ ,. I .  ,\ ,. ,. ,. > %  I~ ,. < \  ,\ ,, ,\ ,, ,. ,. ,. ,\ ,. ,, ,, ,, ,, ,. ,. ,. I. ,, ,, ,. ,. d. ,. ,. 1,  I .  I\ I. ,. I. I .  I. I. X. I\ ,L P. S. S .  S.  ,. # \  d .  *\ ,> d .  d. ,. #. 
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MIDNIGHT HOLE : Murray o f  the  Underground - 22 J u l y  1984 

Those i nvo l ved :  Andrew B r i ggs ,  George A lb i on ,  Murray Crosswel l  (new member) and 
N ick  Hume. 

Th is  bludge t r i p  was in tended t o  i n t r oduce  Murray t o  t he  s o c i a l  aspects  o f  v e r t i c a l  
cav ing .  As i t  tu rned  o u t ,  i t  was a l s o  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  "Midn ight  Hole" f o r  
Andrew and George, who s u r p r i s i n g l y  had no t  been t he re  be fo re .  Needless t o  say, 
the pace o f  the t r i p  was downgraded severa l  o rde rs  o f  magnitude by Andrew's 
p i c t u r e - t a k i n g  and the a u t h o r ' s  abysmal memory r ega rd i ng  p i t c h  d e t a i l s .  

For the t h ree  s h o r t e r  p i t c h e s  a 50 metre  9 mm rope was c a r r i e d  f o r  the  convenience 
o f  rope hand1 i ng, whi l e  a  120 met re  rope (borrowed f rom SCS)  was used on t he  two 
b i g  p i t c h e s .  Murray, be ing  the  nov ice ,  r e l u c t a n t l y  c a r r i e d  t h i s  up t he  h i l l .  I 
double roped the  ent rance p i t c h  o f  21 metres,  then t i e d  one end t o  the  e y e b o l t  
above the s h o r t ,  second p i t c h .  Th i s  a l lowed t he  o the rs  t o  descend u t i l i s i n g  f i g u r e  
o f  e i g h t s ,  w h a l e t a i l s  and sundry o t h e r  an t i que  dev ices.  P u l l i n g  down the  9 mm 
rope, we used i t  aga in  on t he  second p i t c h  o f  some 11 metres.  

None of  us cou ld  remember the l e n g t h  o f  the t h i r d  drop, so w i s e l y  we dec ided t o  use 
the longer  rope. Very f o r t u n a t e  i n  t he  event  as t he  50 metre  one would have l e f t  
me h i g h  and no t  so d r y  on t h i s  39 metre  p i t c h .  The arrangement i had made l e f t  
one s i d e  o f  the doubled rope some 3 metres s h o r t .  I y e l l e d  t o  Andrew t o  undo the  
kno t  and make the s l i g h t  ad justment ,  t h e r e a f t e r  the  o t h e r s  f o l l owed  on a s i n g l e  
s t rand  by u t  i l i S i ng  the "knot jammed up a g a i n s t  t he  eyebol t" theory  o f  one way 
cav ing !  

A s h o r t  drop leads d i r e c t l y  t o  the  49 metre,  f i n a l  p l t c h  and Murray l e d  o f f  
t e n t a t i v e l y ,  bu t  was soon h i g h l y  impressed by t he  c l a s s i c  a b s e i l .  Cons iderab le  
aven photography ensued (one o r  two shots  o f  which tu rned  o u t  q u i t e  we1 l )  . I l e d  
through t he  decep t i ve l y  spacious "Matchbox Squeeze" and hauled va r i ous  packs 
through on the 120 metre rope. Fo l l ow ing  a coup le  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  de tours  we 
e x i t e d  "Entrance Cave" t o  the w e t t e r  d e l  i g h t s  o f  the Dover H o t e l .  An easy day 
which was unanimously en joyed.  

NICK HUME 

( E d i t o r ' s  no te :  I wonder what they d i d  w i t h  the  o t h e r  p i t c h  o r  two??) 

TASSIE POT : Mar tyn Shoots H is  B o l t  - 9 August 1984 

Those invo lved :  Martyn Carnes and N i ck  Hume 

Mar tyn had p r e r i g g e d  the cave i n  a  s o l o  e f f o r t  d u r i n g  which he p laced  one b o l t  below 
the  l i p  o f  the f i r s t  p i t c h ,  and a second b o l t  o u t  i n  the  r i f t  above p i t c h  two, t o  
ach ieve  a f reehang. He had then stashed $CS's 120 metre  rope a t  the  t o p  o f  the  t h i r d ,  
a w a i t i n g  a  r e t u r n  t r i p  (due t o  a  SCS l i g h t  f a i l u r e ) .  Thursday found us once more 
descending t h i s  w e l l  t rogged ho le ,  t o  con t i nue  t h e  b o l t i n g  e x e r c i s e  and check a few 
leads.  

A g r imac ing  possum corpse g ree ted  us i n  the  m i r e  below the  second p i t c h ,  b u t  we 
r i gged  my Beal rope on the nex t  drop anyway. Th i s  r e q u i r e d  me t o  manufacture a  
marg ina l  t i e  o f f ,  h a l f  way down, t o  e l i m i n a t e  rope abras ion .  Mar tyn was s u f f i c i e n t l y  
moved by t h i s  arrangement t o  make va r i ous  u t t e rances  o f  amazement. We ve ry  soon 
found ou rse l ves  above the  f i n a l  p i t c h  and a f t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  some a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  Mar tyn 
dec ided t o  p l a c e  a b o l t  i n  t he  b l o c k  t o  the  l e f t  o f  the "window". Th i s  a l lowed an 
8 metre f reehang t o  the b o l t  t i e  o f f ,  p laced  by Rolan on t he  p rev i ous  t r i p  ( t h i s  
i s  on the r i g h t ,  descending).  He con t inued  down t o  the s teep s l ab ,  l oca ted  
approx imate ly  h a l f  way, and p laced a smal l  ang le  p i t o n  i n  a  c rack ,  one met re  f rom 
the edge and i n  l i n e  w i t h  the rope. Though t h e r e  was s t i l l  some p o t e n t i a l  f o r  rope 
ab ras i on  here,  we dispensed w i t h  any p r o t e c t i o n ,  thus e l i m i n a t i n g  t h i s  a n c i e n t  
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~ r a c t i c e  f rom the e n t i r e  cave. 

Some SUS " b u l l "  (Apr i l -May 1984) had a l l u d e d  t o  t he  d iscovery  o f  a  40 metre  v i r g i n  
crawlway, t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  an 8 metre undescended p i t c h .  Th i s  lead  was meant t o  
o r i g i n a t e  i n  the ground above the  r o c k p i l e ,  though t r y  as we migh t ,  Mar tyn and I cou ld  
no t  r e l o c a t e  t h i s .  Shaking our  heads p ro found l y  we moved on through t he  r o c k p i l e ,  
the squeeze, and ( a f t e r  a  q u i c k  look  downstream) on i n t o  the  upstream s e c t i o n .  

We rechecked and pushed the unpromis ing and loose leads a long  the  two r i g h t  hand 
branches o f  the streamway. Martyn looked a t  sma l l e r  i n l e t s ,  beyond the  squeeze i n  
the second r o c k p i l e ,  be fo re  b a l k i n g  a t  the c l imb  over  the  co l l apsed  f l o o r .  Th i s  
s i g n a l l e d  the onset o f  c h r o n i c  s lackness amongst b o t h  o f  us and f u e l l e d  by the need 
o f  an e a r l y  r e t u r n  t o  Hobar t ,  we r e t r e a t e d .  I der igged  t he  p i t c h e s ,  l e a v i n g  t he  
hanger on the t i e  o f f  b o l t  o f  the  bot tom p i t c h ,  b u t  removing a l l  o t he rs .  We regained 
the su r f ace  be fo re  3.00 pm. 

NICK HUME 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE POT SURVEY AND THROUGH TRIP - 11 June 1984 

Pa r t y :  T W a i l e s ,  NHume, R E b e r h a r d  

Fo l l ow ing  Slaughterhouse P o t ' s  r ecen t  admiss ion t o  the  " l e t ' s  j o i n  i t  t o  Growl ing 
Swa l l e t  Club", an accura te  survey was deemed necessary.  A r a t h e r  rough survey 
oub l i shed  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  t h i s  magazine shows the t e rm ina l  chamber t o  be a t  63 metres 
deoth.  Since the t ime o f  t h a t  survey the  t a l u s  below the  p rematu re ly  l a b e l l e d  F i n a l  
Chamber was pushed. F i f t y  v e r t i c a l  metres o f  c l i m b i n g  through t a l u s  saw the 
connec t ion  w i t h  Growl ing made. 

9ur  descent was smooth and uneven t f u l ,  a l though  somewhat handicapped by the  su rvey ing .  
Having p u l l e d  the rope down from the second p i t c h  we plunged i n t o  the  ex tens i ve  rock- 
p i l e  below the f i n a l  chamber. Fo l l ow ing  numerous c a i r n s  t h a t  mark t he  r o u t e  we 
e v e n t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  above the Windy R i f t  s e c t i o n  o f  Growl ing S w a l l e t .  We descended 
t h i s  p i t c h  us i ng  the couple  o f  b o l t s  i n  p l ace .  Our e x i t  through Growl ing was p u r e l y  
r o u t i n e .  I n  conc lus i on  a  p r o d u c t i v e  and en joyab le  day. 

P i t c h  d e t a i l s  

P i t c h  1 :  2 5  metres.  Southgate P i t c h .  A l e n g t h  o f  o l d  B luewater  rope l e f t  i n  p l ace  
from a  p rev ious  t r i o  was used. 

C l  imb: 9 metres 
t o  c l  imb 
a  p i  t c h  

. I n  o rde r  t o  reach the  top o f  t he  second p i t c h  i t  i s  necessary 
down a  s teep r i f t  below t he  Southgate P i t c h .  Th i s  was shown as 

i n  the  p rev i ous  survey. 

P i t c h  2 :  18 metre  S .  Some tape around a  bou lder  wedged i n  the  r i f t  was used as a  
be lay  p o i n t .  

i t c h  3 :  19 metres.  A s h o r t  p i ece  o f  tape and two b o l t s  (hangers c u r r e n t l y  i n  
p l ace )  were used. An a l t e r n a t i v e  p i t c h  o f  16 metres i s  passed s h o r t l y  
b e f o r e  the b o l t s  a r e  reached. Th i s  leads i n t o  a p a r a l l e l  aven t h a t  connects 
lower down. A l a r g e  t a l u s  b l o c k  cou ld  be used as an anchor p o i n t  f o r  t h i s  
p i t c h .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

LAWRENCE CREEK RISING - 

P a r t y :  N  Hume, S Eberhard, R Eberhard 

Lawrence Creek R i s i n g  i s  a  l a r g e  resurgence l oca ted  i n  t he  F l o r e n t i n e  Val l e y .  The 
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main source o f  water  i s  appa ren t l y  Lawrence R i v u l e t ,  which c o l l e c t s  wa te r  f rom Mount 
F i e l d  West and t he  Rodway Range. I t  f lows  i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  and s i n k s  i n  t h e  l imes tone  
c l ose  t o  5 km f rom the  r i s i n g .  Lawrence Creek R i s i n g  and Junee Cave a r e  t h e  o n l y  
known major  resurgences i n  t he  r eg ion ,  and a t  one t ime i t  was specu la ted  t h a t  
Growl ing Swa l l e t  may c o n t r i b u t e  wa te r  t o  Lawrence Creek R i s i ng .  Geo log ica l  mapping 
and f l u o r o s c e i n  t r a c i n g  l a t e r  proved Growl ing and o t h e r  nearby s i n k s  feed t h e  Junee 
resurgence and no t  Lawrence Creek. 

The r i s i n g  i s  o n l y  some 100 metres f rom t h e  road and a t  f i r s t  g lance  l a r g e  f a l l e n  
logs appear t o  b l o c k  the source o f  wa te r .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  c l i m b  under t he  logs 
where the wate r  can be seen w e l l i n g  w i t h  some f o r c e  f rom the  base o f  a  low rock  w a l l .  
A l though the  wate r  f lows through an area o f  r e l a t i v e l y  low r e l i e f  and hence d r y  
cave seems u n l i k e l y ,  t he  p rospec t  o f  d i v i n g  somewhere new prompted S te fan ,  N i c k  and 
I t o  g i v e  the r i s i n g  a  look. 

16/6/84 - Stefan d ived  f i r s t  and N i ck  and I watched w i t h  envy as h i s  l i g h t s  and 
bubbles disappeared beneath t he  s w i r l i n g  wa te r .  Some 25 minutes l a t e r  he sur faced  
a f t e r  p e n e t r a t i n g  approx imate ly  70 metres i n t o  t he  r i s i n g .  He repo r t ed  r e l a t i v e l y  
en joyab le  cave d i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  good v i s i b i l i t y  a i ded  by a  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t  
t h a t  kep t  the passage g e n e r a l l y  f r e e  o f  s i l t .  S te fan  l e f t  t he  l i n e r e e l  a t  a  depth 
o f  20 metres,  the passage s t i l l  t r e n d i n g  deeper. 

N ick  d i ved  nex t  and found the way on i nvo l ved  pass ing through a  narrow c o n s t r i c t i o n ,  
a f e a t  I dec ided n o t  t o  a t t emp t  w i t h  a back mounted tank.  I n  o r d e r  t o  pass t h i s  
squeeze l d i ved  w i t h  two s i d e  mounted tanks. I f o l l o w e d  the  passage down t o  the  
end o f  the l i n e ,  f i n d i n g  i t  g e n e r a l l y  open b u t  w i t h  two sec t i ons  o f  low bedding 
p lane r i f t .  The squeeze proved awkward b u t  n o t  imposs ib le  and beyond i t ,  a t  a  
depth o f  25  metres,  a  spacious tunne l  l e d  on. Swimming s t r a i g h t  i n t o  the  s t r o n g  
c u r r e n t  I l a i d  an e x t r a  20 metres o f  l i n e  b e f o r e  t y i n g  o f f  t o  a  rock  p r o j e c t i o n  
on the w a l l  and heading o u t .  

23/6/84 - I d i ved  w i t h  a  g e o l o g i c a l  hammer i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t emp t  t o  en la rge  t h e  
squeeze so a  d i v e r  w i t h  a  back mounted tank cou ld  pass. The rock  proved q u i t e  
s o l i d ,  however, i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  d i g  away some o f  t he  cobbles on the  f l o o r .  I 
was a b l e  t o  w r i g g l e  through w i t h o u t  t o o  much d i f f i c u l t y  and con t inued  l a y i n g  l i n e  
beyond. 

N i ck  d ived  t o  the l i m i t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  bu t  was unable  t o  make much p rogress  as the  
l i n e  became tang led  on the r e e l .  He cou ld  n o t  f i x  the  problem w i t h o u t  c u t t i n g  t he  
l i n e  i t s e l f ,  and he l e f t  the r e e l  and re tu rned  t o  the su r face .  S te fan  spent severa l  
minutes c u t t i n g  the l i n e  and t y i n g  i t  o f f  t o  a  r ock  b e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g .  A  s h o r t  
d i s t ance  f u r t h e r  on he found the passage s t a r t i n g  t o  ascend s t e e p l y .  

We s h a l l  r e t u r n !  
ROLAN EBERHARD 

"LOO LANE" - 5 August 1984 

Persons invo lved :  Paul R i v i e r e ,  M a r e l l a  Byrne and Mick who headed o u t  i n  t he  bush 
o f  Marble H i l l .  We looked i n t o  many a  h o l e  on the bot tom s i d e  o f  the  e x i t  t r ack ,  
about 10 minutes f rom the Benders qua r r y .  

Paul a b s e i l e d  i n t o  a  2 5  metre  s h a f t  t o  f i n d  a  p i t  w i t h  nowhere t o  go. 

Next t h i n g  we found a  d o l i n e  w i t h  a cave en t rance .  B i t  o f  a d i r t y  s t a r t  down a  
muddy s lope  then a  c l i m b  down t o  a  2 5  metre p i t c h .  Th i s  opened o u t  i n t o  a  
spacious cavern w i t h  decora t  ions,  then a narrow passage t o  a  breakdown chamber, and 
so endeth 'Loo Lane'  t o t a l  depth o f  about 80 metres f rom the  t op  o f  t he  d o l i n e .  

MlCK FLINT 
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M l  GRATING SOUTH FOR WINTER 

Mainland B i r ds  Anne Grey (wonder woman), Steve Bunton ( o l d  woman) and A lan  Wari I d  
(new woman) . 

I D A  BAY - Sunday 5 Mav 1984 

Having d r i v e n  down from Hobart  the p rev ious  n i g h t ,  we s t a r t e d  o f f  e a r l y  f o r  B i g  Tree 
PO:. Ro lan ' s  rev iew o f  the cave was "I c a n ' t  remember i f  I enjoyed i t ! " .  I  had t o  
see i t  anyway. 

The o b j e c t i v e  o f  the t r i p  was t o  t e s t  the new technology on Tasmania's n o t  so deep 
caves; A 1  and I had a l r eady  done the  deep ones t o  death.  Anne wanted us t o  do KD i n  
record  t ime, bu t  be ing  male c h a u v i n i s t s  we o n l y  used her  . . . .  used her  as a  model f o r  
ou r  photos.  Photography was o b j e c t i v e  No 2 .  

B i g  Tree Pot i s  no d isappoin tment .  I t  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  cave. Good f o r  photos,  every  
p i t c h  a  l o v e l y  one and the  b i g  one i s  g r e a t .  A c i r c a  100 m p i t c h  underground i s  as 
good a  reason as any t o  v i s i t  a  cave. 

Monday 6 /5 /84  - we must have been keen. A f t e r  l eav i ng  ou r  rope a top  Marble H i l l  t he  
p rev ious  day, we re t rudged  ou r  s teps t o  do M in i  M a r t i n .  I had done i t  be fo re ,  bu t  
the o the rs  were keen t o  see A u s t r a l  i a ' s  second l a r g e s t  (by 3 m) ent rance p i t c h .  A1 
p laced a  b o l t  a t  the top o f  the second p i t c h .  

Junee-F lo ren t ine  - Wednesday 9/5/84 - Owl Pot 

Again t h i s  i s  a superb l i t t l e  cave. The en t rance  s e r i e s  i s  somewhat d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  
bu t  the main streamway i s  spec tacu la r .  R igg ing  t he  l a s t  p i t c h  d r y  i s  q u i t e  a  
cha l lenge  bu t  wo r t hwh i l e .  We r i gged  the hand l i ne  a t  t h i s  p i t c h ,  and c a n ' t  r e a l l y  see 
how anyone cou ld  contemplate  do ing w i t h o u t  a  " l i f e l i n e " .  

Thursdav 10 th  I ce  Tube 

N e i t h e r  A 1  nor  I had done t h i s  cave on conven t iona l  techniques.  A1  had cord-  
techniaued i t  and I ' d  passed through enrou te  t o  Growl ing.  A1  knew a l l  the be lays 
i n t i m a t e l y ,  and we r i gged  i t  f r e e  and mos t l y  d r y .  The round t r i p  took 11 hours ,  
p robab ly  a  record  bu t  a p r e t t y  meaningless one. 

The cave i s  q u i t e  f i l t h y  away from where the  spray o f  the w a t e r f a l l s  washes. The 
t r i p  somewhat buggered Anne who u t t e r e d  " I  always wanted t o  do a  cave I cou ld  o n l y  
j u s t  manage". Ph i losophy which s u c c i n c t l y  s t a t e s  the  t ene t  o f  a l l  c h a l l e n g i n g  and 
adventurous s p o r t s .  

Sunday 12th:  Welcome Stranger  

The day o f  the second g rea t  S e r e n d i p i t y  p i k e .  The p rev ious  Saturday ou r  excu rs i on  
t o  B i g  Tree Pot prec luded us from the f i r s t  a t tempt  t o  remove the Bar low ropes f rom 
Se rend ip i t y .  Today t he  r a i n  and the "prospect"  o f  be ing  f l ooded  i n  stopped us y e t  
aga in .  A l e i s u r e l y  photo t r i p  i n t o  Welcome Stranger  was a  poor s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  us.  

For S t u a r t  and Mar tyn a  walk  i n  the  l i g h t  green near Satans L a i r  was a  p romis ing  
a1 t e r n a t i v e .  

Sunday 13th:  I ce  Tube ( y e t  aga in )  

On l a s t  "F r iday  i s  washday" we n o t i c e d  we d i d n ' t  have a  b o l t  k i t  t o  wash. I t  cou ld  
o n l y  be a t  the top  o f  the second p i t c h  i n  I c e  Tube. We went back t o  f i n d  i t .  Th is  
presented the i d e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  A1 and I t o  ge t  some good photos o f  Malco lm's  
Cuss. (Anne f l ew  back t o  Sydney, hav ing go t  a  l i f t  t o  Hobar t  w i t h  S t u a r t  and Mar tyn 
the p rev ious  day) .  A t  the bot tom o f  the  f i r s t  p i t c h  I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  the b o l t  k i t  
and was i n  the  process o f  r i g g i n g  p i t c h  2  when I pu t  my hand on a  p i ece  o f  most 
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p e c u l i e r  mud. I t  f e l t  p e c u l i a r l y  l i k e  a b o l t  k i t ,  i n  f a c t  i t  was, so c l e v e r l y  can 
Ice Tube mud camouflage and conceal i t s  i n t r u d e r s .  

Mondav 19 th :  Satans L a i r  

The bes t  cave i n  the  wo r l d ,  n o t  q u i t e .  The heavy r a i n  stopped us f rom do ing  a n y t h i n g  
too adventurous. Satans L a i r  i n  f l o o d  i s  q u i t e  e x c i t i n g  enough. A t r i c k l e  o f  wa te r  
ran annoy ing ly  i n t o  the en t rance .  Hal fway down the  cave where t he  map shows a  
t r i c k l e  coming i n t o  the system we were met by a  r ag ing  r i v e r .  The l a s t  few p i t c h e s  
were f a n t a s t i c .  Probably t h i s  i s  the c l eanes t ,  most w e l l  washed and en joyab le  
smal l  Junee F l o r e n t i n e  cave. 

Tuesday 15 th :  The Chairman 

When A 1  f i r s t  exp 
spent the morning 
longer  a  p o s s i b i l  
t r a c k .  

l o r e d  the Chairman i n  1977 the access was f rom John B u l l  Road. We 
of  the  p rev ious  day p r o v i n g  t h a t  t h i s  access o p t i o n  was no 

i t y .  Today I l ed  t he  way i n  f rom Junee Quarry  Road v i a  the  341 

Th is  i s  e a s i l y  the most impress ive JF en t rance .  The 88 m p i t c h  i s  marred o n l y  by 
the f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  fo l l owed by a  B i l l ' s  Bypass g rove l  p i t c h .  The Tyro lean  Traverse  
p i t c h  i s  s i n g u l a r l y  spec tacu la r  and d e f i n i t e l y  wo r t h  s h i t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  over .  

Thursday 17 th :  Sesame I o r  I1 o r  something 

Rolan 's  a l ready  t o l d  you t h i s  s t o r y .  D e f i n i t e l y ,  i f  no t  f o r  the  g r e a t  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  
t h i s  was one o f  the f i r s t  t r i p s  t o  use 6 mm rope on a  f r e e  hanging ( s h o r t )  SRT 
p i t c h .  

F r i day  18 th :  S e r e n d i p i t y  o r  Bust ( 1 ' 1  l have a  b u s t  p lease ! )  

N ick ,  S t u a r t  and Mar tyn a l l  took s i c k i e s  t h i s  day t o  l e t  us drag the  Sydney-siders 
ropes o u t  and then d r y  them be fo re  t a k i n g  them home t o  t h e i r  owners. S e r e n d i p i t y  
would r a t e  as one o f  the g r e a t  deep caves o f  the  F l o r e n t i n e .  A wet squeeze t o  
s t a r t ,  a  scramble,  a  cursed c raw l ,  a  p r e t t y  and d ry  p i t c h ,  severa l  wet p i t c h e s ,  a  
good s e r i e s  o f  r i f t s  and stream canyons, some spec tacu la r  a r i e l  skyways then a  
r o c k p i l e  and a  f a n t a s t i c  p h r e a t i c  t u b u l a r  s e c t i o n  t o  f i n i s h .  S e r e n d i p i t y  has g o t  
i t  a l l ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  as d i f f i c u l t  as e a r l y  r e p o r t s  made i t  o u t  t o  be. 
I ought t o  w r i t e  cave reviews l i k e  a  f i l m  c r i t i c .  

STEPHEN BUNTON 

Yet another  h o l e  i s  found on Marble H i l l .  Th i s  once 
exp lo red  and drawn by Paul R i v i e r e  and Mike F l i n t  on 

i s  93 metres deep, was found, 
14-15/7/84. 

Up above the E x i t  t r a c k  on the sou th  s i d e  o f  Marb le  H 
s t op  be fo re  they go anywhere bu t  . . . .  t h i s  one looked 

i l l  a r e  l o t s  o f  ho l es  t h a t  
good. 

So we came back on Sunday. A f t e r  a  narrow d i r t y  l i t t l e  ladder  p i t c h ,  we found a  
s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  passage w i t h  a  r a t h e r  loose f l o o r .  23  metres down, we r i gged  t he  
nex t  p i t c h  and t h i n g s  looked b e t t e r ;  t h e r e  was a  s h a f t  t o  go down. Th i s  tu rned  
o u t  t o  be two very  en joyab le  f r e e  hanging p i t c h e s ,  the  lower one t a k i n g  wa te r .  
A t  t he  bot tom o f  t h i s ,  the  cave looked l i k e  i t  was go ing  somewhere. We walked 
through i n t o  t he  bot tom o f  a  30 metre aven, and were impressed w i t h  ou r  f i n d .  On 
down through a  smal l  r i f t  where the  wate r  was going, and a l l  o f  a  sudden t h a t  was 
t h a t .  The wate r  went through a  smal l  c rack ,  and i f  you peered i n  you cou ld  see a  
smal l  c reek  on the  o t h e r  s i d e .  Anyway, the r e t u r n  up the  two s h a f t s  made f o r  a  
good d a y ' s  cav i ng .  
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P i t c h  1 :  10 m ladder  r i gged  o f f  a t r ee ,  t o  a s l o p i n g  f l o o r .  

P i t c h  2 :  23 m rope down a  loose f l o o r  t o  a  l a r g e  b l o c k  o f  rock.  

P i t c h  3 :  Two s h a f t s  were descended as one p i t c h .  Th i s  was r i gged  f rom a  s l i n g  around 
a  l a r g e  b l o c k  o f  rock,  back up t o  p rev i ous  rope. The f i r s t  s h a f t  i s  20 m 
and f r e e  hanging t o  a  s l o p i n g  f l o o r .  The second i s  30 m t o  a  l a r g e  f l o o r ,  
q u i t e  wet.  ( ~ o t a l  4 p r o t e c t o r s ) .  

M l C K  FLINT 
k*****t**:'::':";~:'?~:**r9:?;*9:$::~9:**:t*:tt*i$9:9:*~:****************************t$:$:************~:*9: 
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"UDENSALA" - E V E R Y  WHICH WAYS I S  LOOSE - 24 June 1984 

Those i nvo l ved :  Mar tyn Carnes and N i ck  Hume. 

The ent rance s e r i e s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  w e t s u i t  coun t ry ,  d e s p i t e  the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  s t ream 
was lower than usua l ,  we go t  j u s t  as wet as on the  p rev i ous  t r i p .  T r i g g e r i n g  loose 
b locks  p rov i ded  some en te r ta inment  as we nego t i a t ed  the  t reacherous upper l e v e l s  o f  
the cave t o  more spacious passage, c o n t a i n i n g  a  w a t e r f a l l .  A wet squeeze a t  t he  
bottom o f  t h i s  looked too h o r r i b l e  t o  contemplate  and ou r  immediate r e a c t i o n  was - 
" t h i s  i s  the end o f  Udensala". 

Fu r t he r  e x p l o r a t i o n  back a t  the top o f  the w a t e r f a l l  revea led  a  loose down c l i m b  t o  
the top o f  a  40 metre ramp p i t c h  "Comnunicat i on  Breakdown". Th is  was r i g g e d  f rom a  
couple  o f  p i t o n s  d r i v e n  i n t o  the  l e f t - h a n d  w a l l  and descended t o  a  dubious l o o k i n g  
squeeze. E n t e r i n g  t h i s  w i t h  f i n g e r s  crossed l e d  t o  a  spacious, s teep passage t h a t  
went and went.  Fo l l ow ing  the bedding p lane,  rough ly  n o r t h ,  l ed  down more loose 
c l imbs  t o  a  l a rge  chamber "Cu l t u re  Bunker". A p h r e a t i c  tube passed from t h i s  t o  a  
b i g  breakdown chamber w i t h  a  few minor  leads.  T h i s  p o i n t  was l a t e r  surveyed a t  a  
depth o f  163 metres.  

I b u i l t  a  c a i r n  and l e f t  f o r  more p l easan t  environments,  vowing n o t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h i s  p l ace  f o r  a  long t ime.  However, the  warmth o f  t he  pub brought  on p l ans  f o r  
a r e t u r n  the f o l  lowi  ng weekend. 

NlCK HUME 

THE SAGA OF "UDENSALA" - EPISODE FOUR - 7 J u l y  

Those i nvo l ved :  P h i l  Jackson, Martyn Carnes and N i c k  Hume ( S C S  and r i g g i n g  p a r t y )  
w i t h  Trevor  Wai les ,  S te fan  and Rolan Eberhard (TCC and d e r i g g i n g  p a r t y ) .  

Funny how the passage o f  a  few t r ogs  can make a  cave a  s a f e r  p lace ,  i n  f a c t  i t  was 
a lmost  p l easan t .  A survey t r i p  by Rolan and Mar tyn had l oca ted  a f u r t h e r  p i t c h ,  
below the breakdown chamber, the  p rev ious  weekend. I t  was t he  f i r s t  p a r t y ' s  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  descend t h i s  and survey any new f i n d s .  

Mar tyn down c l imbed the lead w h i l e  I f o l l owed .  I watched him hug a  huge b l o c k  t h a t  
suddenly d i sp l aced  severa l  inches, w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  responses from Mar tyn t o  f o l l o w .  
S i d l i n g  t h i s  hazard we r i gged  the p i t c h ,  o f  some 8  o r  9 metres and a b s e i l e d  i n t o  an 
unpromis ing l ook i ng  chamber. The water  l ed  through some low mud banks t o  a  squeeze 
choked by some unco-opera t i ve  bou lders .  We spent some t ime a t t e m p t i n g  t o  move these 
before g i v i n g  i t  away, a t  some 180 metres depth.  

Survey ing back t o  the  breakdown chamber found the  second p a r t y  r e l a x i n g  on va r i ous  
b i t s  o f  cave f u r n i t u r e .  Our news p a i n t e d  an unpromis ing p i c t u r e  f o r  f u r t h e r  
c o n t i n u a t i o n ,  so our  p a r t y  headed o u t .  S te fan  and Rolan c l imbed a  s teep mud bank 
above the p h r e a t i c  tube i n t o  more passage t h a t  ended i n  a  20 metre  p i t c h ,  so a  
f u r t h e r  r e t u r n  t r i p  i s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y .  

Trev der igged the bot tom p i t c h  and bypassed the  Eberhard 's  lead.  When he caught up  
w i t h  me he moaned and lamented the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  they had been s t randed  below 
t h a t  bot tom p i t c h .  However, some long  d i s t a n c e  conve rsa t i on  between the  t o p  and 
bottom o f  the  "Communication Breakdown" p i t c h ,  between Trev and myse l f ,  f i n a l l y  
convinced us t h a t  they were OK and we e x i t e d  - ano ther  easy d a y ' s  cav ing .  

P h i l  Jackson l a t e r  drew a  survey of the  p l ace ,  which suggests t h a t  t he  20 metre  p i t c h  
found by S te fan  and Rolan r e j o i n s  the  streamway beyond t he  choked squeeze. Any 
vo lun tee rs  f o r  ep isode f i v e ?  

NlCK HUME 
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TINDERBOX - SALT WATER AND DRY - 4 Auaust 1984 

Those i nvo l ved :  S te fan  and Rolan Eberhard, N i c k  Hume. 

Th is  was ou r  f i r s t  t e s t  o f  the  new neoprene d r y  s u i t s  and gave us a  chance t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e i r  p ros  and cons. Though we d i d  n o t  go deeper than 10 metres, i t  was 
p o s s i b l e  t o  s imu la te  an " i nve rs i on "  ( i e ,  excess ive  a i r  m i g r a t i o n  t o  the  f e e t )  and 
p r a c t i c e  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  the  s i t u a t i o n .  Even w i t h  the  minimum amount o f  a i r  i n  t he  
s u i t  a  reasonable degree o f  m i g r a t i o n  occu r red  and buoyancy had t o  be c o n t i n u a l l y  
a t tended  t o .  Fu r t he r  exper ience i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h i s  regard.  We d i d  n o t  have a n k l e  
we igh ts ,  bu t  these cou ld  obv ious l y ,  l a r g e l y  overcome the  problem, and would be 
mandatory i n  cave d i v i n g .  

The s u i t s  were superb ly  warm and c e r t a i n l y  meet t h e  requi rements  o f  deeper p e n e t r a t i o n  
d i v i n g  i n  Junee Resurgence, Lawrence Creek R i s i n g  and elsewhere. They appear 
p e r f e c t l y  p r a c t i c a l  f o r  deeper, open water  d i v i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  where decompression 
s tops  a re  invo lved .  A buoyancy compensator was n o t  though tadv isab le  as c o n t r o l  i s  
a t t a i n a b l e  us i ng  the s u i t ' s  own i n t e r n a l  i n f l a t i o n  v i a  scuba feed. I n  a d d i t i o n  a  
"BC" would be a f u r t h e r  burden on the d i v e r  and ge t  i n  the way o f  t h i s  arrangement. 

Approx imate ly  27 pounds o f  lead w e i g h t i n g  was r e q u i r e d  t o  ach ieve  n e u t r a l  buoyancy, 
though less  would be r e q u i r e d  w i t h  more exper ience.  A f i b r e p i l e  jumper was worn 
underneath,  t oge the r  w i t h  a  l y c r a  s u i t  and socks. Some water  seepage was e v i d e n t  
around the w r i s t  and neck sea l s ,  t h i s  may be reduced through the  use o f  s i l i c o n  spray.  
A d d i t i o n a l  leakage occur red  v i a  the  i n l e t  exhaust va l ve ,  a  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  scuba 
feed arrangement may min im ise  the problem. 

The hood supp l i ed  w i t h  the s u i t  i s  a  good f i t  bu t  may be a  b i t  t h i n  f o r  wa te r  o f  6 ' ~  
temperature,  an overhood would so l ve  t h i s .  F u r t h e r  open water  d i v i n g  w i t h  these 
s u i t s  i s  necessary be fo re  they can be s a f e l y  a p p l i e d  t o  the  more hazardous 
environment o f  the l o c a l  caves. 

N l CK HUME 

"SHIRLEY'S POOL" - G I V I N G  UP THE WEED - 29 J u l y  1984 

D i ve rs :  Rolan Eberhard and N i ck  Hume w i t h  Phi  l Jackson, Duncan Hol land and Brendan ( 1 )  
doing some su r f ace  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

The t h ree  hour d r i v e  a long  the Lye11 Highway a l lowed us t o  escape Hoba r t ' s  gloomy 
d r i z z l e ,  t o  t r y  and salvage something p r o d u c t i v e  f rom the  weekend. We were met w i t h  
sun1 i g h t  w h i l e  approaching "Su rp r i se  Va l l ey "  and s l  i g h t l y  f u r t h e r  up the road we had 
o u r  f i r s t  s i g h t i n g  o f  the  c e l e b r a t e d  ' ' S h i r l e y ' s  Pool", l o ca ted  near t he  s t a r t  o f  the  
SCS t r a c k  up M t  Ronal d  Cross. 

Th is  poo l  had been the s u b j e c t  o f  much s p e c u l a t i o n  I n  t he  pas t  and we had hopes o f  
a  "P i can inn ie  Ponds" s t y l e  d i ve ,  a w a i t i n g  us.  Th is  i l l u s i o n  was r a p i d l y  d i s p e l l e d  
on our  i n i t i a l  recce,  f o r  t he  p l ace  was a lmost  e n t i r e l y  choked by waterweed, however, 
a  smal l  c e n t r a l  c l e a r i n g  e n t i c e d  Rolan and I t o  a t t emp t  a  d i v e .  Soundings and then 
d i v i n g  proved " S h i r l e y ' s  Pool"  t o  be n o t h i n g  more than a  sha l l ow  swamp, su f f used  w i t h  
malodorous marsh gas, d e s p i t e  t h i s  we proceeded t o  tho rough ly  en joy  ou rse l ves .  
Rolan festooned h i m s e l f  w i t h  weed f ronds  f o r  the  b e n e f i t  o f  Duncan, t he  e x p e d i t i o n  
photographer,  m imick ing  a  s o r t  o f  Boy George o f  the c h l o r o p h y l l  s e t .  Meantime, I 
f loundered amongst weed and submerged logs which conf i rmed my f i r s t  impress ion o f  
the p l ace .  

Wandering around the lake  revea led  a  bedrock o f  s c h i s t - q u a r t z i t e ,  no t  t he  most 
p romis ing  media f o r  ex tens ive ,  submerged passage. Jacko and Brendan found a  s e r i e s  
o f  sha l low d o l i n e s  h i ghe r  up, a l l  choked. We t o u r i s t e d  our  way t o  the  Derwent Br idge  
Hote l  f o r  a meal and some s o c i a l  l i f e ;  a  n i c e  Sunday d r i v e .  

NICK HUME 






