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NEWSLETTER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 

Annual Subsc r ip t i on  $10.00, S ing le  copies  $1, Non-members $2.00 

PRESIDENT: 
Trevor Wailes - 47 Waterworks Road, Dynnyrne, Tas 7005. Ph 344862 

SECRETARY: 
Martyn Carnes - 8A Lambert Avenue, Sandy Bay, Tas 7005. Ph 252659 

TREASURER: 
Mike Edwards - 334 Davey S t r e e t ,  Hobart, Tas 7000. Ph 232520 

EDITOR / QUARTERMASTER ( p a r t  t ime! )  / TYPIST ( aga in ! ) :  
S t u a r t  Nicholas - 7  Rupert  Avenue, New Town, Tas 7008 Ph 283054 

A t  t h e  Annual General Meeting, some d i s c u s s i o n  cen te red  around the  p o t e n t i a l  
withdrawal from, o r  r educ t ion  of membership s t a t u s  of the  Tasmanian Caverneering 
Club w i t h i n  t he  A u s t r a l i a n  Spe l eo log ica l  Federa t ion .  Since t h i s  i s s u e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  
be somewhat con ten t ious ,  a  motion was put on n o t i c e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  next  
General Meeting of TCC. 

Motion on Notice: "That t h e  Tasmanian Caverneering Club withdraw from t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  Spe l eo log ica l  Fede ra t i on ,  o r  seek t o  reduce i t s  membership s t a t u s  from 
Voting Member t o  Assoc ia te . "  

General Meeting: Wednesday May 1, 1985 
Committee Meeting: Wednesday May 15 ,  1985 
General Meeting: Wednesday June 5 ,  l985  
Committee Meeting: Wednesday June 19 ,  1985 

A s  usua l  a l l  these .meet ings  w i l l  be he ld  a t  7  Rupert  Avenue, New Town, commencing 
( i n  theory)  a t  8pm. 

CLUB NEWS. OLD AND NEW 

Most of t he  fo l lowing  was produced i n  t h e  s i n g l e  s h e e t  AGM n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  was 
s e n t  o u t  t o  l o c a l  members some weeks ago but  f o r  completeness i t  i s  reproduced i n  an  
e d i t e d  form he re .  

Growling has s u f f e r e d  ano the r  growth - t h i s  t i m e  from a  po in t  no t  f a r  i n s i d e  t he  
en t rance .  This new d i scove ry  has  added over  1 k i lomet re  of surveyed passage t o  t h e  
system, wi th  more ye t  t o  look a t  and survey!  Some of t he  passage a l s o  con ta in s  
e x c e l l e n t  formation,  i nc lud ing  c r y s t a l  pools ,  s t r aw  c l u s t e r s  and a  huge s t a l  
r i v a l l i n g  t h e  Khan! The e x p l o r a t i o n  used a  Fr iend ,  backed up wi th  a  "bomb proof"  
hex, a s  a  rope be lay  - I always knew f r i e n d s  were u s e f u l  f o r  something! 

Some months ago yours t r u l y ,  t h e  long  term quarter-master ,  managed t o  r i d  himself 
of t h e  gear  - Andrew Briggs k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  t o  t ake  over  a s  he l i v e s  n o t  f a r  from 
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town and has s u i t a b l e  maintenance f a c i l i t i e s  a t  h i s  work. More r e c e n t l y  however, 
the  Briggs houshold has decided t h a t  Co l l i n sva l e  would be a b e t t e r  p lace  t o  l i v e  
than Lenah Val ley - n o t  r e a l l y  c e n t r a l  anymore - s o  we a r e  looking  f o r  ano the r  
quar te rmas te r .  I n  t he  i n t e r i m  t h e  gear  w i l l  probably be re turned  t o  i t s  home of 
many years  a t  Rupert  Avenue, but  hope fu l ly  someone e l s e  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  t ake  over  
t he  job f a i r l y  soon. On t h e  s u b j e c t  of gea r ,  does anyone want t o  buy a complete 
c o l l e c t i o n  a d iv ing  gear?  There may be such a t h i n g  f o r  s a l e  soon.... . . .  

We have o f f i c i a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  postponed IUS Conference w i l l  now be he ld  
i n  Barcelona, Spain from August 1 t o  7 ,  1986. There w i l l  be f i e l d  t r i p s  before  and 
a f t e r  t h e  a c t u a l  conference,  s o  i f  you happen t o  be i n  Europe a t  t h a t  t i m e  why not  
pop over  t o  Spain f o r  a few days.  For f u r t h e r  in format ion ,  w r i t e  t o  9e Congress 
In t e rnac iona l  de Espe leo logia ,  Apartado 343, 08080 Barcelona, Spain.  No doubt 
someone i n  Sydney w i l l  be a t t empt ing  t o  coo rd ina t e  t h e  Oz crew going t o  t h e  show, s o  
we may hear  something from t h e r e  a s  wel l .  

Back on the  s u b j e c t  of gea r ,  p r e d i c t i o n s  a r e  f o r  a hard win te r .  Why not  gear  up 
f o r  t h i s  and buy some a l p i n e  equipment f o r  those  i c y  t r i p s  t o  work? S t u a r t  has  a 
p a i r  of G a l i b i e r  Super-Pro mountain boots ,  s i z e  44 112, complete wi th  f i t t e d  S tuba i  
T i ro1  crampons and new neoprene s t r a p s  (worth $15 a l o n e ) ,  f o r  s a l e  a t  a mere $150 
t h e  l o t !  I f  you know of anyone i n t e r e s t e d  p l ea se  a sk  them t o  c o n t a c t  m e  - t h e  p r i c e  
i s  nego t i ab l e  ( a  b i t ) .  

Who wants t o  go s k i i n g  i n  New Zealand du r ing  l a t e  J u l y  / e a r l y  August?? S tu  i s  
keen t o  go but i n  o rde r  t o  c u t  c o s t s  a b i t  i t  i s  advantageous t o  go wi th  a group of 
more than one. See yours t r u l y  i f  you a r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r e s t e d !  

E l  Nikos Hume has appa ren t ly  a r r i v e d  OK i n  Mexico C i ty  ( t h a t  was back i n  e a r l y  
February) ,  but t h a t  i s  about  a l l  we know a t  t h e  moment. He was l a s t  heard of when 
s i t t i n g  i n  one of t h e  c i t y  squares ,  watching t h e  female popula t ion  go by and 
consuming some Mex type a l c o h o l i c  beverage! [Another no t e  was rece ived  r e c e n t l y  
which ind i ca t ed  t h a t  they  were s t a y i n g  i n  a ren ted  house on t h e  edge of t he  San 
Augustin d o l i n e  and contemplat ing.  .... Not on ly  t h a t  but  he has  a c t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  
home a s  we l l ,  s i n c e  t he  above was w r i t t e n  some weeks ago!]  Trev 's  back too ,  wi th  a 
g r e a t  heap of new caving gear  and o t h e r  goodies. . . .  . 

S t u a r  t Nicholas 
Ed i to r  SPELEO SPIEL 

PERMITS FOR ENTRY TO LIMITED ACCESS CAVES 

The permit system has been i n  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  about  a year now, s o  cavers  ehould now 
be a b l e  t o  a s s e s s  how w e l l  i t  ach i eves  i t s  proclaimed o b j e c t i v e s .  It i s  po in t l aaa  
t o  grumble amongst ou r se lves .  If we have reasonable  crit icisms, and can  euggaat  
workable changes of procedure,  then  a JOINT approach t o  t h e  D i r ec to r  by a l l  t h r e e  
Tasmanian c lubs  of t h e  ASF would a lmos t  c e r t a i n l y  ach ieve  t he se  changee. 

NPWS has a s t a t u t o r y  d u t y  t o  c o n t r o l  acces s  t o  c e r t a i n  caves.  It hae cho r rn  to  do 
t h i s  by r e s t r i c t i n g  acces s  t o  " o f f i c i a l  t r i p s  by recognized cav ing  c luba"  and he8 
def ined  such c lubs  a s  member c lubs  of t h e  ASF. Furthermore, p a r t y  mernberr "rnurt 
comply wi th  t h e  ASF code of e t h i c s " .  I n  e f f e c t ,  NPWS has made t h e  ASF a t  Ireat 
mora l ly  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t he  behaviour of p a r t y  members i n  t h e s e  cavar. I t  rhould b 
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noted t h a t  t h i s  was dec ided  by NPWS a l o n e .  John Dunkley a s s u r e s  me t h a t  n o t  o n l y  
d i d  ASF n o t  a c t  a s  a  p r e s s u r e  g roup ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  even c o n s u l t e d  a b o u t  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s .  

These r e g u l a t i o n s  were o r i g i n a l l y  w r i t t e n  by t h e  NSW a u t h o r i t y  and have been t a k e n  
o v e r ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  unchanged, by Tasmania. The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  was t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  
ASF shou ld  i s s u e  membership c a r d s ,  o r  s u p p l y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  a  complete  l i s t  o f  
members. From t h e  p o i n t  of v iew of t h e  ASF, both  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  
i t  shou ld  be a b l e  t o  s u p p l y  a  l i s t  of  i t s  member c l u b s .  

Th i s  b r i n g s  t h e  m a t t e r  down t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c a v i n g  c l u b s .  I f  t h e s e  c l u b s  a r e  tobe  
c o n s i d e r e d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  behav iour  of  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e s e  c a v e s ,  t h e y  a r e  
ENTITLED t o  a  sys tem which l i m i t s  a c c e s s  t o  bona f i d e  c l u b  members. 

To g i v e  a n  example. NPWS i s  p e r f e c t l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  frame r e g u l a t i o n s  g r a n t i n g  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  L o a t t a  S e n i l e  C i t i z e n s  Club. However, i t  i s  NOT e n t i t l e d  t o  g r a n t  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  L.S.C.C. because  one of i t s  members f a l s e l y  c l a i m s  t o  be a  member o f  
N . C . ,  and i m p l i e s  t h e  v i s i t  i s  a n  o f f i c i a l  N . C .  t r i p .  

F i n a l l y ,  John Dunkley was a b l e  t o  e n l i g h t e n  me a s  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  two r a t h e r  
p u z z l i n g  " C o n d i t i o n s " ,  v i z :  

"3 .  P a r t y  s i z e  must n o t  exceed 1 2  p e r s o n s . " ,  and 

"9. The s e r v i c e  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  no more t h a n  one p a r t y  a t  a  t ime i s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  
cave .  

P a r t i e s  v i s i t i n g  J e n o l a n  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  were drawn up some 
twen ty- f ive  y e a r s  ago ,  would normal ly  camp. Th i s  camp s i t e  was o n l y  b i g  enough f o r  
twe lve  peop le .  

That  i s ,  t h e s e  two r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  mean ing less  o u t s i d e  NSW - o r  more s t r i c t l y ,  
memningless e x c e p t  t o  p a r t i e s  v i s i t i n g  J e n o l a n .  

HOW THE REGULATONS REALLY WORK 

1. Any person  who CLAIMS t o  belong t o  a  member c l u b  w i l l  g e t  a  pe rmi t .  

2 .  The pe rmi t  h o l d e r  may t h e n  t a k e  ANY twe lve  people  i n t o  t h e  cave.  

3 .  Condi t ion  9 g u a r a n t e e s  t h i s  bogus p a r t y  freedom from s u r v e i l l a n c e  by any p roper  
c a v i n g  p a r t y .  

P o i n t  of I n t e r e s t  

The ASF has  some c o n t r o l  o v e r  i t s  member c l u b s .  However, i t  h a s  no c o n t r o l  o v e r  
a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b s  such  a s  t h e  Hobar t  Walking Club,  who do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  conform t o  
t h e  ASF code of e t h i c s .  I t  i s  p u r e l y  a  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  NPWS whether a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b s  
shou ld  be g r a n t e d  p e r m i t s ,  b u t  t h e  ASF canno t  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
behaviour  o f  p a r t i e s  from such  c l u b s .  

Suggested c o u r s e  of  a c t i o n  

Any a c t i o n  must be t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  unanimous d e c i s i o n  by t h e  e x e c u t i v e s  of  t h e  
t h r e e  Tasmanian Member Clubs.  We must s o r t  o u t  a n y  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  b e f o r e  we approach  
t h e  D i r e c t o r .  

The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  p u t  forward a s  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  Here I o n l y  have 
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Kubla and Croesus i n  mind. It may be a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t r e a t  E x i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  and 
N . C .  w i l l  go a l o n g  w i t h  any  s u g g e s t i o n s  from TCC and SCS. 

1 .  That  some form of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  be i n t r o d u c e d  s o  t h a t  p e r m i t s  a r e  o n l y  g i v e n  
t o  c u r r e n t  c l u b  members. 

L .  That  a p a r t y  l e a d e r  shou ld  n o t  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  group l a r g e r  t h a n  6 ,  
i n c l u d i n g  h i m s e l f .  

3 .  That  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  ( C o n d i t i o n  9 )  be removed, s o  t h a t  t h e  number of p a r t i e s  i n  
t h e  cave i s  e n t i r e l y  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of  t h e  Head Ranger. 

T h i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  makes i t  f e a s a b l e  f o r  both  t h e  Head Ranger and t h e  Hobar t  O f f i c e  
t o  i s s u e  p e r m i t s .  There i s  a l s o  no need f o r  a n y  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  and p e r m i t s  could  be 
i s s u e d  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t e r .  

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

Each yea r  t h e  ASF would s u p p l y  t h e  D i r e c t o r  w i t h  two c o p i e s  of a  l i s t  of member 
c l u b s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s  and names of  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e c r e t a r i e s .  One copy would be 
k e p t  i n  t h e  Hobart  O f f i c e  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  Mole Creek. 

Cavers a p p l y i n g  f o r  a  pe rmi t  would show e i t h e r :  . - 

l .  A c u r r e n t  membership c a r d  s i g n e d  by t h e  c l u b  s e c r e t a r y  and themse lves ,  " X  * 

2 .  Notepaper b e a r i n g  t h e  c l u b  l e t t e r h e a d  a g a i n  s i g n e d  a s  above.  

The Ranger i n  charge  would t h e n  be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  i s s u e  a  pe rmi t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  on 
s i g h t i n g  such a u t h o r i s a t i o n .  

We would welcome comments, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i r m  d e c i s i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  c l u b s .  

1 am of  c o u r s e  w r i t i n g  on beha l f  of  N . C . ,  b u t  p l e a s e  send q u e s t i o n s ,  arguments o r  
a b u s i v e  l e t t e r s  t o  my home a d d r e s s .  

Bob Woolhouse 
RDE 9 4  
Devio t 
Tasmania 7251  
Phone 003-947326 

EXTRACT FROM NPWS "LIMITED ACCESS CAVE" PERMIT 

L .  P e r m i t s  a r e  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o f f i c i a l  t r i p s  by r e c o g n i s e d  c a v i n g  
c l u b s / s o c i e t i e s  o r  t o  pe r sons  u n d e r t a k i n g  approved r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .  

2 .  P a r t y  members must comply w i t h  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S p e l e o l o g i c a l  F e d e r a t i o n  Code of  
E t h i c s .  

3 .  P a r t y  s i z e  must n o t  exceed 1 2  p e r s o n s  
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4 .  Underground camping i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  i n  any  cave .  

5 .  I n  E x i t  and Kubla Khan Caves, p a r t y  members must keep t o  marked t r a i l s  and 
avo id  roped o f f  a r e a s .  Every p r e c a u t i o n  must be t a k e n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  mud i s  n o t  
tramped a c r o s s  d e l i c a t e  a r e a s  of f l o o r  f o r m a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  P l e a s u r e  Dome 
a r e a  of Kubla Khan. 

6 .  I n  Croesus Cave, sandshoes  o r  s i m i l a r  s o f t  r u b b e r  s o l e d  shoes  must be worn t o  
p r e v e n t  damage t o  t h e  f l o w s t o n e .  

7 .  Copies of a l l  maps, r e p o r t s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  p repared  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  done under  pe rmi t  s h a l l  be provided t o  t h e  S e r v i c e  f r e e  of cha rge .  

8 .  F a i l u r e  t o  complete  and r e t u r n  t h i s  form a f t e r  a  t r i p  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  r e f u s a l  of  
f u r t h e r  pe rmi t s  t o  members of t h e  c l u b  concerned.  

9 .  The S e r v i c e  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  no more t h a n  one p a r t y  a t  any  one t ime i s  v i s i t i n g  
a cave .  We hope t h i s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  cave a s  w e l l  a s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  enjoyment of  
vour t r i p .  

CHRISTMAS 1 9 8 4 ,  ETC 

P r i o r  t o  t h e  Chr is tmas  b reak  ( d a t e s  u n c e r t a i n )  Trev ,  S t e f a n ,  Martyn and myself  
connected "Machete Pot'l t o  E x i t  Cave. Some i n t e r e s t i n g  r i g g i n g  was i n v o l v e d ,  e g  8mm 
rope on t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h ,  a  r e b e l a y  from a skyhook on t h e  second,  e t c .  A m a g n i f i c e n t  
view a c r o s s  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s h a f t  of Mini M a r t i n  i s  o b t a i n e d  and was worth  t h e  bash 
up t h e  h i l l .  Numerous s t u f f - u p s  caused by yours  t r u l y  p l u s  a  sudden a t t a c k  o f  
measles  by Martyn r e s u l t e d  i n  a  midn igh t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a r s .  

.A t r i p  t o  Growling f o r  t h e  purposes  of  p l a c i n g  s e l f  r e s c u e  c a n i s t e r s  and t o  do 
some more e x p l o r a t i o n ,  bombed o u t  due t o  f l o o d  c o n d i t i o n s  and a p a t h y .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  
new e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s  of S e r e n d i p i t y  w a s  surveyed and a  v i s i t  was pa id  t o  JF346, t h e  
major f e a t u r e  j u s t  below Serend ip .  Th i s  was rough ly  drawn up by Rolan and a  l e a d  
checked.  The l e a d  looked j u s t  wide enough t o  pass  th rough ,  b u t  i t  proved 
a n a t o m i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e n t e r  because  o f  a  s h a r p  bend. Some g e n e r a l  bushbashing 
t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  S e r e n d i p i t y  t r a c k  between L o s t  Pot  and t h e  McCallums Track 
r e v e a l e d  no th ing .  

On December 2 8 ,  Rolan and I wandered p a s t  Dwarrowdelf ( l e f t  s i d e )  t o  a  l i n e  of  
p o t s ,  a l l  w i t h i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  each  o t h e r .  Rolan checked one w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s ,  
b e f o r e  we stumbled on a  tagged h o l e ,  t h i s  be ing  D r i b b l e s p i t  S w a l l e t .  D r i b b l e s p i t  
c o n t a i n s  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  50 m e t r e  p i t c h  (amongst  o t h e r s )  though somewhat a rduous  t o  
r i g  f r e e .  We bypassed some t i g h t  p h r e a t i c  passage  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i m i t  of 
e x p l o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  t o p  of  a n o t h e r  p i t c h  of  some 10 m e t r e s .  Th i s  l e a d  t o  even  
t i g h t e r  p h r e a t i c ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  a t  w a t e r  l e v e l .  A s e p a r a t e  p i t c h  
of  10 m e t r e s  l e a d  t o  t h e  base  of  a  l a r g e  d r y  aven.  Th i s  p o i n t e d  back toward t h e  
c u r r e n t  s t r e a m ,  b u t  cou ld  n o t  be connected thanks  t o  r u b b l e  i n f i l l i n g .  A g r u b b i e r  
p i e c e  o f  passage would be ha rd  t o  f i n d .  

On J a n u a r y  2  Martyn and I bashed o u r  way up p a s t  R e v e l a t i o n  Cave f o r  a look-see  
and found a b s o l u t e l y  no th ing!  We had a  l o o k  down t h e  l a r g e  f e a t u r e  above R e v e l a t i o n  
b u t  found t h i s  t o  connec t  back a l m o s t  immediate ly .  We a l s o  had a  q u i c k  l o o k  i n  Con 
Cave, f i n i s h i n g  t h e  day  w i t h  a  swim/wallow th rough  Loones Cave. 

J a n u a r y  3 found S t e f a n  and myself  c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  P e t e  Rogers,  Cheryl  Bass and Ron 
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and Robyn Allum t o  push Junee Resurgence. S t e f an  and I were t r y i n g  o u t  our  d r y  s u i t s  
f o r  t he  f i r s t  time s o  decided t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  sherpa r o l e  f o r  Pe t e  and Ron w i t h i n  
"For Your Eyes Only", a n  a c t  g r e a t l y  app rec i a t ed  by them. They a l s o  wore d ry - su i t s  
and t r i p l e  tank  sets i n t o  t h e  a i r s p a c e .  They then  f e r r i e d  two s i n g l e  tanks  each t o  
t h e  second sump t o  a l low them a push d i v e  on a  double set.  Af t e r  cons ide rab l e  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  wi th  va r ious  v e r s i o n s  of deco t a b l e s ,  they  pushed our  previous l i m i t  of 
e x p l o r a t i o n  a t  30 meters  depth  t o  a  po in t  a t  35 metres  where they  discovered 
a b r u p t l y  ascending passageway. Here they  t i e d  o f f  a t  2 1  metres  before  r e t u r n i n g  f o r  
a  t o t a l  decompression time of 20 minutes .  This new f u r t h e s t  po in t  is  loca t ed  some 
20 metres  p a s t  our previous limit. Poor Pe te  t o r e  a  ho l e  i n  h i s  d r y  s u i t  a t  t h e  
beginning of h i s  r e t u r n  from For Your Eyes Only and emerged from t h e  resurgence 
almost  incoheren t  wi th  cold.  A w e l l  prepared d i v e  by ve ry  competent people and one 
t h a t  may s t i r  the  l o c a l s  i n t o  some more d i v i n g  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  cons ide rab l e  
abs t i nence  ( b u t  i n  f a c t  h a s n ' t !  - Ed) 

On January 4 S te f  and I took t h e  CDAA p a r t y  o u t  t o  Lawrence Creek Ris ing ,  where 
due t o  i t s  fountainous na tu re  we a l l  became awful ly  shy. In s t ead  w e  wandered up t h e  
Chairman t r a c k  t o  t o u r i s t ,  of a l l  t h i n g s ,  R i f t  Cave, one t h a t  n e i t h e r  S te f  nor 
myself had done before!  I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  Pe te ,  Cheryl,  Ron o r  Robyn were t h a t  
impressed a s  they l a t e r  proceeded on t o  Growling Swal le t  t o  s e e  a  " r e a l  cave".  Stef  
and I dec l ined  t o  fol low on t h e  grounds of over  f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  t h e  p lace .  

Then came the  conference!  ! ! ! ! !  

Nick Hume 

TCC TRIP TO MT BOBS AND FEDERATION PEAK DEC 27 .- JAN 4 ,  1985 

The r e a l  purpose of t h i s  t r i p  was t o  v i s i t  t h e  l imes tone  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
VANISHING FALLS. However t h i s  was no t  t o  be!! P ike r s  and the  eve r  changing weather 
soon dampened the  i n i t i a l  enthusiasm and the  d e c i s i o n  no t  t o  go t o  t he  f a l l s  was 
made a t  t h e  end of t he  f i r s t  day of walking. 

A very  wet Christmas Day saw t h e  postponement of t h e  t r i p  by 24 hours.  I t  was 
l e f t  t o  Chris  Davies and myself t o  a t  least make some s o r t  of e f f o r t .  The f i r s t  day 
saw us walking t o  t he  Lake Sydney s inkho le  i n  e x c e l l e n t  weather.  The l a k e  of course  
was f u l l  s o  we camped i n  t h e  surrounding r a i n f o r e s t .  A small s t i c k  placed a t  t he  
w a t e r ' s  edge by Chris  marked i t s  l e v e l  f o r  our  r e f e r ence .  The fo l lowing  evening the  
l e v e l  had dropped by about  30 cm which meant t h a t  approximately 60 cumecs ( ? ? ? ? ?  - 
Ed) of  water  was going down the  s inkho le  and emerging i n  p laces  a s  ye t  unknown. I t  
must be remembered t h a t  Lake Sydney i s  i n  a  dep re s s ion  (most l a k e s  a r e ! ! !  - Ed). We 
had climbed both M t  Bobs and t h e  Boomerang t h a t  day i n  g lo r ious  weather and had a l s o  
seen  Vanishing F a l l s  from M t  Bobs. 

Next on t h e  amended agenda was Fede ra t i on  Peak and wi th  t h i s  i n  mind w e  s t r o l l e d  
down t o  Judds Cavern. The l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of snow damage made progress  slow from t h e  
Bobs j unc t ion  down t o  Judds. Our next  camp was a t  t he  f o o t  of Moss Ridge - when I 
say  camp I am r e f e r r i n g  t o  our  b i v i  bags and t e n t  f l i e s ,  a  system t h a t  worked w e l l  
a l though i t  r e s t r i c t e d  us t o  camping below t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  

Day 5 saw t h e  both of us bouncing up Moss Ridge wi th  day packs, t h e  on ly  way t o  
go. . . . .  The weather was looking  a  b i t  u n s e t t l e d  by now but t h a t  d i d  no t  s t o p  us  
from cl imbing the  peak and v i s i t i n g  Hanging Lake f o r  a  s w i m  and a  b i t  of lunch.  A 
l e i s u r e l y  r e t u r n  was made t o  t h e  t o p  of Moss Ridge before  a n  e x c i t i n g  ru sh  down t h e  
tangled  maze of t r e e  r o o t s  and v e r t i c a l  mud s lopes .  The day t r i p  took 9 hours  and 
w i l l  go down a s  one of t h e  most en joyable  days i n  t h e  bush ever .  
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Day 6 and back t o  Judds  f o r  lunch  and c h e e s e  cake w i t h  j e l l y  and coconut ,  p i k e l e t s  
f o r  a f t e r s !  Th is  was t o  be t h e  c a v i n g  p a r t  of t h e  t r i p  and we sudden ly  became 
r e a l l y  s l a c k .  The n e x t  day w e  went up  t o  Match l igh t  Cavern and a l s o  dropped r o c k s  
down a v i r g i n  s h a f t  t h a t  C h r i s  had found nearby.  Almost enough t o  induce  me s tar t  
c a v i n g  a g a i n .  The Judds  a r e a  i s  c e r t a i n l y  worth a n o t h e r  look  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s c r u b  
l e a v e s  a  l o t  t o  be d e s i r e d . . .  A r e t u r n  t r i p  i s  being cons idered .  

Day 8  saw t h e  bo th  of u s  s t r o l l i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  c a r s  i n  l i g h t  d r i z z l e .  When we 
a r r i v e d  a t  C h r i s '  "Tojo" i t  s t a r t e d  t o  r a i n ,  t h e  o n l y  r a i n  we had i n  8  days  of 
walking.  Th is  i s  something of a  r e c o r d  f o r  me!! O v e r a l l  a  v e r y  good t r i p ,  n o t  
h a r d ,  bu t  e n j o y a b l e  a l l  t h e  same. 

Andrew Briggs  

SERENDIPITY 12 JANUARY 1985 

PARTY: Trevor Wai les ,  Don F r a s e r  ( N Z ) ,  S t e f a n  Eberhard,  Martyn Carnes ,  Mike Edwards 
and Nick Hume 

A l a t e r  t h a n  u s u a l  s ta r t  s e t  t h e  pace f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  day  and i t  w a s n ' t  ' t i l  
noon t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  g o t  underground. On t h e  second p i t c h  we m e t  up w i t h  some 
c o n f e r e n c e  v i s i t o r s  who were a l s o  t a k i n g  advan tage  of a  pre-rigged S e r e n d i p i t y .  
Andrew Pavey, J u d i t h  Bateman, Robyn Allum and P h i 1  Toomer were e n j o y i n g  a  
pho tograph ic  s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m i s t s  of  t h e  s t r e a m  passage a s  we raced  through.  Our 
team completed t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  i n  s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  a n  hour from t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

Trev and I s e l f l e s s l y  ( s t u p i d l y ! )  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  s u r v e y  t h e  s e c t i o n  from t h e  
downstream sump t o  "French Connect ion"  v i a  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e .  A l a b o r i o u s  p rocess  
g i v e n  t h e  t o r t u o u s  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n i t i a l  r o c k p i l e .  Mike's  caplamp, borrowed from 
TCC and s t a t e d  t o  have a  good 12 hours  l i f e ,  d i e d  a f t e r  t h r e e  hours  d u r a t i o n  and he 
had t o  c o n t i n u e  on c a r b i d e .  

Meanwhile Don, S t e f a n  and Martyn were a b l e  t o  push t h e  l e a d  I had looked a t  on t h e  
p rev ious  t r i p .  Immediately beyond t h e  p o i n t  I had reached t h e y  found f u r t h e r  
passage and some s i z e a b l e  avens  c o n t a i n i n g  dead c r i c k e t s  and an imal  bones,  ev idence  
of r e a s o n a b l e  p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  Survey c a l c s  i n d i c a t e  t h i s  a r e a  t o  be i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Serend ip  t u r n o f f  on t h e  McCallums t r a c k !  

Trev and I caught  up w i t h  them a s  t h e y  emerged from t h e  l e a d ,  whereupon we a l l  
helped s u r v e y  from t h e  r o c k p i l e  back t o  t h e  s u r v e y  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  brew chamber. We 
t h e n  d e r i g g e d  t h e  whole cave ,  most of u s  on f a i l i n g  i l l u m i n a t i o n  sys tems ,  t o  emerge 
on  t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  around midn igh t .  A few d r i n k s  and jokes  a t  t h e  c a r s  pu t  us  i n  
good " s p i r i t s "  f o r  t h e  d r i v e  back t o  t h e  homestead, where we a r r i v e d  a t  2am, much t o  
t h e  a n g u i s h  of s e v e r a l  people  r e s i d e n t  t h e r e !  

Nick Hume 

T h i s  i s  a  r e p o r t  of t h e  t r i p  d e s c r i b e d  above,  b u t  w r i t t e n  by S t e f a n  Eberhard.  

SERENDIPITY 1 2  JANUARY, 1985 

Word p r o c e s s o r s  a r e  funny t h i n g s  - s e e  n e x t  page f o r  s tar t  of  r e p o r t  proper . . .  
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PARTY: Don F r a s e r  (H.T.G.), Mike Edwards, Trevor  Wai les ,  Martyn Carnes ,  Nick Hume 
and S t e f a n  Eberhard  

The d e r i g g i n g  t r i p  was l o n g  overdue  - S e r e n d i p i t y  had been r i g g e d  f o r  some t h r e e  
months. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p r a c t i s e  o f  l e a v i n g  t h i s  cave  r i g g e d  ':permanently1: proved 
i t s  v a l u e  because  i t  a l lowed s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s f u l  push t r i p s  t o  t h e  f a r  end,  w i t h o u t  
t h e  e p i c  problems a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d e - r i g g i n g  on t h e  same t r i p .  

Masquerading a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  TCC pos t -confe rence  f i e l d  t r i p  i t  was a  good 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show t h e  New Zea lander  some r e a l  A u s t r a l i a n  cave.  On t h e  way we 
passed J u d i t h  Bateman, P h i 1  Toomer, Robym Allum and Andrew Pavey who were h a v i n g  a  
l o o k  a t  t h e  upper s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  cave.  A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  bottom, Nick r i g g e d  t h e  
World ' s  S h o r t e s t  P i t c h  ( 1  m e t r e ) ,  b u t  prompt ly  p u l l e d  t h e  b e l a y  ( a  l a r g e  lump of  
bedrock)  down on t o p  of h i m s e l f .  Nick, Trevor  and Mike v a l i a n t l y  p repared  t o  s u r v e y  
t h e  s q u a l i d  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  l e a d i n g  t o  ':The French Connection':.  

Don, Martyn and I p r e s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  new passage  l o c a t e d  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  
Th i s  passage i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  and t o r t u o u s l y  t i g h t ,  j u s t  l a r g e  enough t o  f i t  
t h rough .  

A r r i v i n g  e v e n t u a l l y  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  end p o i n t ,  Don and I found o u r s e l v e s  i n  l a r g e r  
passage  which became more complex f u r t h e r  upst ream.  The main s t r e a m  passage  
t e r m i n a t e d  i n  a n  aven  w i t h  bones and cave  c r i c k e t s ,  t e s t imony  t o  t h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  
o f  a n o t h e r  e n t r a n c e .  Don began s c a l i n g  t h e  aven  b u t  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  was d i v e r t e d  when 
we found o u r s e l v e s  a t  t h e  t o p  of  a p icch  d ropp ing  i n t o  a  ' :Great  Big Room':. A 
c o n v e n i e n t  s i d e  passage bypassed t h e  p i t c h  and we wandered w i t h  awe a c r o s s  t h i s  
l a r g e  chamber t h e n  i n t o  a n o t h e r  chamber w i t h  a  f l o w s t o n e  f l o o r  and p r o f u s e l y  
d e c o r a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  some l a r g e  s t a l a g m i t e s .  

Some 300 m e t r e s  of  new passage  had been e x p l o r e d  b u t  i t  s t i l l  keeps  go ing  and 
go ing .  Th i s  r e g i o n  of t h e  cave i s  o n l y  some 100 m e t r e s  beneath  t h e  s u r f a c e .  The 
n e x t  s t e p  w i l l  be some c o n c e r t e d  s u r f a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n  t o  t r y  and l o c a t e  a n o t h e r  
e n t r a n c e .  S e r e n d i p i t y  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  sys tem a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  
t e d i o u s  t o  g e t  t o  such  a  remote  l o c a l i t y .  Meeting u p  w i t h  Trev and Nick a n o t h e r  260 
m e t r e s  of s u r v e y i n g  was completed b e f o r e  a n  u n e v e n t f u l  e x i t .  We even  de-rigged 
i t !  ! 

S t e f a n  Eberhard 

GROWLING SWALLET JANUARY 17,1984 

PARTY: DON ERASER (NZSS / HTG), STUART NICHOLAS & STEFAN EBERHARD 

Ever s i n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  b reak th rough  i n  GS t h e  w a t e r f a l l  a t  t h e  ups t ream end o f  t h e  
Trapdoor Streamway h a s  p r e s e n t e d  a  p romis ing  and c h a l l e n g i n g  c l imb .  Indeed ,  t h e  
s c a l i n g  p o l e s  have l a i n  redundan t  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  cave s i n c e  1981. 

On t h e  way i n  S t u a r t  r e - i n j u r e d  h i s  h i p  s o  had t o  a b o r t .  Con t inu ing  on we were 
impressed  w i t h  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  f l o o d i n g  o v e r  t h e  Chr is tmas  p e r i o d .  The ammunition box 
c o n t a i n i n g  emergency s u p p l i e s  had been swept  away a l t h o u g h  I s u s p e c t  i t  i s  now 
r e s t i n g  a t  t h e  bottom of  Windy R i f t .  

A t  l e n g t h  we had 10  m e t r e s  of p o l e  assembled n e x t  t o  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  and w i t h  two 
s t a b l i i s i n g  r o p e s  Don p rus iked  up,  c a r e f u l l y ,  a s  t h e  p o l e  b e n t  a l a r m i n g l y .  He was 
s t i l l  some 5 m e t r e s  below t h e  overhang ing  l i p  o f  t h e  w a t e r f a l l ,  b u t  t h e r e  were no 
c r a c k s  f o r  p l a c i n g  p r o t e c t i o n .  B o l t i n g  was o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  such  a p r e c a r i o u s  
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p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  p o l e  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  t o p p l e  o v e r  backwards! 

F u r t h e r  downstream a  d r i e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  and u s i n g  t h e  p o l e  a g a i n  
we reached a  l e d g e  p a r t  way u p  t h e  w a l l .  The p o l e  was hau led  up and t h e  e x e r c i s e  
r e p e a t e d .  With t h e  t o p  of  t h e  p o l e  l e a n i n g  o u t  o v e r  18 m e t r e s  of  s p a c e ,  Don 
completed t h e  c l imb  o n t o  a s l i p p e r y  and t r e a c h e r o u s  l e d g e  where a  f u r t h e r  1 2  m e t r e  
p i t c h  / h a n d l i n e  l e d  t o  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  s h a f t  p roper .  Time was r u n n i n g  o u t  b u t  a  
f u r t h e r  s l a n t  p i t c h  l e d  back down t o  t h e  streamway which ascended i n t o  l o o s e  
r o c k p i l e  - j u s t  l i k e  Trapdoor S w a l l e t  i t s e l f .  The c l i m b  was l e f t  r i g g e d  and t h e r e  
w i l l  be a n o t h e r  t r i p  t o  s u r v e y  and f i n i s h  e x p l o r i n g  t h i s  passage .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard  

ICE TUBE - GROWLING SWALLET THROUGH TRIP 18 JANUARY, 1985 

PARTY: Don F r a s e r ,  Nick Hume and S t e f a n  Eberhard  

The a im o f  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  twofold:  ( a )  To e x p l o r e  a n  a l t e r n a i v e  s h a f t  l e a d i n g  o f f  
from t h e  base  of  Fabulous  Spangley P i t c h ,  and ( b )  To r e - r i g  I c e  Tube f o r  th rough  
t r i p s .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a r t y  had removed a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r i g g i n g  which 
i n c l u d e d  t a p e s  w i t h  s t e e l  r i n g s  f o r  pull-downs, b u t  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a l l  t h e  b o l t s  
and hangers  p laced  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  t r i p s .  A l a s ,  o u r  good i n t e n t i o n s  of  
g r e a s i n g  a l l  t h e  anchors  and f i t t i n g  them permanent ly  w i t h  P e t z l  r i n g  h a n g e r s ,  t o  
s i m p l i f y  t h e  r i g g i n g  f o r  th rough  t r i p s ,  were n o t  f u l l y  r e a l i s e d .  The m a j o r i t y  of  
a n c h o r s  were s o  bad ly  cor roded  t h a t  t h e  b o l t s  cou ld  o n l y  be screwed i n  a  f r a c t i o n  of  
t h e i r  l e n g t h .  The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b o l t  b e l a y  p o i n t s  must be regarded  a s  
e x t r e m e l y  s u s p e c t  and anyone u s i n g  them does  s o  e n t i r e l y  a t  t h e i r  own r i s k .  

I t  i s  a  g r e a t  p i t y  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  hangers  and b o l t s  were removed i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e .  The r i g g i n g  o f  I c e  Tube i s  now f a r  from s a t i s f a c t o r y  and I would r e q u e s t  
t h a t  anyone go ing  t o  t h e  t r o u b l e  of whacking i n  b o l t s  shou ld  be p repared  t o  
s a c r i f i c e  t h e  hanger .  PLEASE LEAVE THEM I N .  I hope IT does  n o t  become i n f e s t e d  w i t h  
semi -use less  co r roded  a n c h o r s ,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  many European c a v e s .  

The unexplored s h a f t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a  20-24 m e t r e  p i t c h  i n t o  a  l a r g e  s l o p i n g  
chamber which curved round o n t o  a  20 m e t r e  s h a f t  where t h e  main s t r e a m  cou ld  be s e e n  
below. I t  may r e p r e s e n t  a  d r i e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  K i l l i n g  J o k e  P i t c h .  Three  new b o l t s  
were p laced i n  o r d e r  t o  improve t h e  r i g g i n g  - o n  t h e  second p i t c h ,  t h e  Ramp P i t c h  
and Fab. Spangley ( p a r t  1 1 ) .  

A good t r i p  b u t  somewhat d i s a p p o i n t i n g  because  t h e  r i g g i n g  i n  IT i s  now 
s t u f f e d . . . . . . . .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard  

CAULDRON POT FEBRUARY 1, 1985 

PARTY: Don F r a s e r  (H.T.G. ), Martyn Carnes  and S t e f a n  Eberhard  

There  had been heaps  of  r a i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  few days  s o  Cauldron promised t o  be a 
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wet and s p o r t y  t r i p .  By r i g g i n g  t h e  41 m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  from a  t r e e  immedia te ly  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  bad p r o t e c t i o n  problems 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r i g g i n  p o s i t i o n  n e a r  t h e  number t a g .  

The r o c k  i n  Cauldron i s  good q u a l i t y  and t h e r e  i s  tremendous scope  f o r  chock 
placements  (and c l i f f  h a n g e r s  f o r  t h o s e  who a r e  i n t o  them). Through v a r i o u s  
re -be lays  and r e - d i r e c t i o n s  we were a b l e  t o  r i g  most  of  t h e  p i t c h e s  d r y  and 
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  need f o r  t h e  a n t i q u a t e d  p r a c t i s e  of  r o p e  p r o t e c t i o n .  R igg ing  p i t c h e s  
f ree -hang ing  a l s o  h e l p s  p r e s e r v e  t h e  r o p e  because  p r o t e c t o r s  never  work anyway! The 
f i n a l  35 m e t r e  p i t c h  h a s  a  n o t o r i o u s l y  bad r u b  p o i n t  which h a s  chewed numerous 
r o p e s .  T h i s  p i t c h  can  be r i g g e d  f r e e  hanging w i t h  a  s m a l l  w i r e  as a  r u n n i n g  b e l a y  
r i g h t  a t  t h e  l i p .  

We s p e n t  a  w h i l e  poking a b o u t  i n  t h e  t e r m i n a l  chamber. The sump appeared  a 
wor thwhi le  d i v i n g  p r o s p e c t  - t h e r e  was l i t t l e  mud a s  ev idence  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  backs  
up,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  sump i s  n o t  c o n s t r i c t e d  o r  ( h o p e f u l l y )  o n l y  v e r y  s h o r t .  
Having r e s o l v e d  t h i s  f a c t  a s  a n  excuse  f o r  n o t  de - r igg ing  we made a n  u n e v e n t f u l  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h a n k f u l  f o r  o n l y  hav ing  t o  e x t r a c t  o u r s e l v e s ,  and n o t  g e a r ,  
from B i l l ' s  Bypass. 

CAULDRON POT CONTINUED - FEBRUARY 2 ,  1985 

With t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of d i v i n g  t h e  sump i n  Cauldron I found myself s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  wondering how t h e  h e l l  I was go ing  t o  f i t  a l l  t h a t  g e a r  i n t o  one c a v i n g  
pack. The g e a r  was c u t  t o  a n  a b s o l u t e  minimum, b u t  even s o  i t  weighed some 20 kg - 
t h e  pack w i l l  never  be t h e  same a g a i n ! !  I wore a  w e t s u i t  on t h e  way i n  and a l s o  a 
c a v e  d i v i n g  h e l m e t ,  which must have looked r a t h e r  s i l l y  b u t  happened t o  be a b o u t  t h e  
same wid th  a s  B i l l ' s  Bypass. A new r o p e  was p laced  on t h e  15 m e t r e  Chute P i t c h  as  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  one had been a b o u t  4 m e t r e s  s h o r t .  

The sump t rended  down d i p  t h e n  appeared  t o  head upwards b u t  d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y  
narrowed t o  a  jagged "S" bend squeeze .  An i n t i m i d a t i n g  p r o s p e c t ,  n o t  s a f e l y  
n e g o t i a b l e  w i t h o u t  l i n e  w e i g h t s .  P e e r i n g  through I cou ld  s e e  t h e  sump c o n t i n u i n g  
a l o n g  s t r i k e ,  t h e n  i t  s i l t e d  o u t .  A p i t y  t h a t  i t  was n o t  a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  through 
d i v e  because  Cauldron s t i l l  has  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e p t h  p o t e n t i a l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I would 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  sump worth  a  more o r g a n i s e d  push,  maybe i n  t e n  y e a r s  time. 

With h a r d l y  any of  t h e  a i r  i n  t h e  t a n k  used ,  a  l e i s u r e l y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  war 
made. 

S t e f a n  Eberhard  

GROWLING I S  GROWING AGAIN* a * *  FEBRUARY 15, 1983 

Only t e n  minu tes  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  Growling S w r l l r t  1 8  r f e a t u r e  known B8 
S t a l  Corner .  A narrow,  c r y p t i c  p a r r a g e  l e a d 8  o f f ,  c a r r y i n 8  r rtaasnrble d r r u a h t  B A 
c r a w l  i s  fo l lowed  by a c l imb  down i n t o  a l a r g e  e l o n g a t e d  chambera The en ly  way on 
i s  up i n  t h e  r o o f  where e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  Augurt  1984 producrd r complex mra of 
p h r e a t i c  t u b e s .  E x t e n s i v e  pushing f a i l e d  t o  locate a n y  r i g n i f i e r n t  pareage and the 
s o u r c e  o f  t h e  d r a u g h t  remained a f r u r t r a t i n g  rnigma. 

With no a s p i r a t i o n 8  of  f i n d i n g  a n y t h i n g  nrw f found myaalf grevalling h a k  ante 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  cave o n l y  b e c r u r e  i t  i r  lrrm a v i l  t h a n  anywhere @l%@ PA Eke 8yet@m8 
The f i r s t  p a r r a g e  examined war almort r o e l e d  by flowatone but aqueeetng through 
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revea led  some e x c e l l e n t  p r i s t i n e  formations.  Around the  co rne r  and I cou ldn ' t  
be l i eve  i t  when I popped o u t  i n t o  a B I G  borehole.  Turning r i g h t  l e d  over  a f l o o r  
carpe ted  i n  f lowstone and f r a g i l e  gour pools before  ascending i n t o  l a r g e  open 
r o c k p i l e .  Two l e a d s  l e d  i n t o  t h e  r o c k p i l e  - one of them c a r r i e d  t h e ' d r a u g h t  w h i l s t  
t he  o t h e r  l ed  through i n t o  s o l i d  passage aga in .  

Not con ten t  wi th  g rove l l i ng ,  t h e  l e f t  hand d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  main borehole  was 
followec' I ~ w n  p a s t  more massive format ions  t hen  up i n t o  a long  c rawl ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  
occas i c  d l y  wi th  sp lendid  c r y s t a l  pools .  Expecting the  i n e v i t a b l e  boulder choke t o  
appe? it any moment I was p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  myself running down a c l e a n  
phr,  i c  tube which s p i l l e d  a b r u p t l y  over  a 12 metre  p i t ch .  

' ~ v i n g  explored some 300 met res  of new passage I knew t h a t  t h i s  was on ly  t h e  
besinning of a major new s e r i e s  i n  Growling Swa l l e t ,  and i t ' s  about  t i m e  too.  
Unlike t he  m a j o r i t y  of F l o r e n t i n e  caves t h e s e  passages con ta in  a good d e a l  of 
format ion ,  fur thermore t h e  q u a l i t y  r i v a l s  anyth ing  i n  t he  v a l l e y .  Unfor tuna te ly  i n  
some p laces  i t  i s  impossible  t o  avoid muddying t h e  formation,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f lowstone 
f l o o r s  and c r y s t a l  pools.  I urge a l l  v i s i t o r s  t o  e x e r c i s e  extreme c a r e  and fo l low 
t h e  same and on ly  path over  f lowstone f l o o r s  - t h i s  s t u f f  is  worth preserv ing!  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 

OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND. [OR - MAKING LLGHT OF A NEW FEELING!] 

GROWLING SWALLET - THE NEXT NEW BIT,17 FEBRUARY, 1985 

PARTY: S t e f an  Eberhard, Rolan Eberhard ( p a r t  time o n l y ! )  and S t u a r t  Nicholas 

Some time ago, S t e f an  r o l l e d  i n  home a f t e r  obvious ly  having been caving,  s a t  down 
wi thout  r e a l l y  say ing  anyth ing ,  and w e l l  j u s t  s o r t  of s a t  t he re !  Being a l e r t  t o  
t h e s e  syndromes I enquired a s  t o  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h a t  day and was t o l d  t h a t  h e  
had found a b i t  of new cave. The exac t  l o c a t i o n  was not  revea led  except  t h a t  i t  was 
no t  f a r  i n  from the  main streamway en t r ance  of Growling Swallet .  

The fo l lowing  weekend we set  o u t  armed wi th  something l i k e  s i x  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  c a r ,  
some v e r t i c a l  gear  and a s p i r a t i o n s  t o  f i n d  ano the r  few k i lome t r e s  i n  GS. A t  t h e  
f e a t u r e  known a s  S t a l  Corner about  halfway down t h e  main streamway, we turned r i g h t  
i n s t e a d  of l e f t  and proceeded through t h e  low crawl i n t o  a s h o r t  passage surveyed 
some time ago and ending i n  a " p i t "  which a p p a r e n t l y  does no t  go. J u s t  t o  t h e  l e f t  
and before  t h i s  f e a t u r e  t h e r e  i s  a rock  "nose" up which S t e f an  d isappeared  followed 
by yours t r u l y .  We had p rev ious ly  banished Rolan t o  t h e  c a r  a f t e r  h i s  lamp dimmed 
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  oncoming glow-worms could pass  untroubled by b r i g h t  l i g h t s .  H e  
was TEKNAlogically en l igh tened  by S te f  a s  t o  t h e  r o u t e  t o  t ake  upon h i s  r e t u r n .  

Surveying a s  we went, t h e  r o u t e  went through some r o c k p i l e  i n  t h e  roof of t h e  
chamber, and then  on through a v a r i e t y  of passage forms inc lud ing  a n  upward t r end ing  
s e c t i o n  through some f lowstone n e a r l y  blocking t h e  passage. Emerging a t  t h e  t op  of  
a l a r g e  e longa ted  chamber, i t  was apparen t  t h a t  S t e f ' s  lamp was a l s o  showing s i g n s  
of a t tempted glow-worm emulat ion - a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  a s  I had t h e  o n l y  good 
lamp and we had no back ups a t  a l l !  Rolan had no t  y e t  re-appeared wi th  S t e f ' s  TEKNA 
and a good l i g h t  from t h e  s t o c k  i n  t h e  c a r .  

S te f  e v e n t u a l l y  used my lamp t o  f i n d  Rolan who had missed t h e  way i n  and had gone 
back t o  t he  s t a r t  of t h e  new s e c t i o n .  The surveying  was r e s t a r t e d  from t h e  t o p  of  
t h e  b ig  chamber and proceeded t o  a r i f t  a t  t h e  bottom c a r r y i n g  t h e  d r a f t ,  bu t  no t  
n e g o t i a b l e ,  and then  on up through a crawl on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e .  This  passed some 
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q u i t e  s p e c t a c u l a r  c r y s t a l  pools and everyone going i n  t h e r e  should make a n  e f f o r t  t o  
preserve  t he se ,  a s  they a r e ,  I t h ink ,  unique i n  t h e  Val ley.  I n  s e c t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  
a l s o  some good s t r aw  c l u s t e r s  a s  w e l l  - q u i t e  unusual f o r  a  F l o r e n t i n e  Val ley  cave 
t o  have s o  much formation!  

The p iece  de  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  a  s h o r t  but  most impress ive ly  c l e a n  p h r e a t i c  tube 
ending i n  a n  undescended p i t ch .  With f a i l i n g  l i g h t s  (Rolan ' s  second one was now not  
a t  i t s  b r i g h t e s t ! )  t h i s  was r igged  wi th  a  l i t t l e  he lp  from a  f r i e n d  (and a  n u t ! ) ,  
and down t h e  12 metre  p i t c h  w e  went. This  s t u f f  was now t o t a l l y  new a s  S te f  had n o t  
t h e  gear  on the  previous t r i p  t o  descend the  p i t c h .  A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
t h e , p a s s a g e  dropped a  couple of metres  i n t o  a  chamber con ta in ing  a  r e p l i c a  of The 
Khan! Not q u i t e  s o  high but  s t i l l  most impressive - i t s  j u s t  a  p i t y  w e  cou ldn ' t  
r e a l l y  s e e  anyth ing  because of t h e  l i g h t s ,  o r  l a c k  the reo f !  Af t e r  a  qu ick  ':look" 
around we headed o u t  wi th  t h e  almost  e x c i t i n g  prospec t  of a  r e t u r n  t r i p  on our  minds 
t o  descend a  p i t  i n  t h e  f l o o r  of t h i s  new chamber. A t o t a l  of around 300 metres  of 
passage had been surveyed wi th  hope fu l ly  more t o  come. 

S te f  r a n  o u t  wi th  on ly  a  Tekna t o r c h  f o r  l i g h t  and s t i l l  bea t  Rolan and myself 
d e s p i t e  our having vaguely o p e r a t i o n a l  cap  lamps - how f a s t  would he be wi th  a  r e a l  
l i g h t ? ? ?  

Much food consumption a t  t h e  Westerway shop f i n i s h e d  o f f  a  most i l l u m i n a t i n g  day. 
A "New Fee l ing"  t h a t  t h i s  could be t h e  s t a r t  of something b ig  was had by a l l ,  
a l though Rolan was con ten t  t o  s l e e p  on such thoughts .  

S t u a r t  Nicholas 

STAL C O R N E R  A N D  B E Y O N D . . . . . . .  

FEBRUARY 20, 1985 

PARTY: MARTYN CARNES AND STEFAN EBERHARD 

Equipped wi th  r e l i a b l e  l i g h t s  on t h i s  occas ion  we were a b l e  t o  admire t h e  enormous 
s t a l a g m i t e  which dominates t h e  l a r g e  chamber discovered l a s t  t i m e .  Surveying a s  we 
explored ,  a  12 metre  p i t c h  a t  t h e  bottom of t h i s  chamber dropped i n t o  a  l a r g e  t runk  
passage. I t  was d r y  - upstream choked o f f  s h o r t l y  but  downstream kept  going wi th  a  
f l o o r  made e n t i r e l y  of f lowstone and d e l i c a t e  gour pools .  Ignor ing  numerous s i d e  
passages t he  main r o u t e  e v e n t u a l l y  choked wi th  mud. I t  seemed l i k e  t h e  end, however 
a  climb up i n t o  t h e  roof revea led  a  smal l  t w i s t i n g  p h r e a t i c  tube con ta in ing  a  pool 
loaded wi th  some most e x q u i s i t e  c a l c i t e  c r y s t a l s .  A 6 metre  p i t c h  (The Passover)  
dropped us  back i n t o  t he  main passage on the  o t h e r  s i d e  of t he  choke. A f u r t h e r  3  
metre  drop  landed us  i n  a  chamber i n t e r s e c t i n g  a  smal l  s t ream passage. Upstream was 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  muddy and piked o u t  a f t e r  some 90 metres .  Downstream l e d  50 met res  t o  
a  sump. This p o r t i o n  of t h e  cave i s  o n l y  250 metres  from t h e  f u r t h e s t  surveyed 
s e c t i o n  i n  Se rend ip i ty .  

We had surveyed some 300 met res  of new passage but  t h e r e  was more, more, more of 
i t .  A t  t h i s  po in t  we suddenly became v e r y  a p a t h e t i c  s o  had t o  l e a v e  e a r l y .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 
* 

STOP PRESS A l e c  M a r r  h a s  f o r  s a l e  o n e  o n l y  E n d u r o  s u i t ,  s i z e  M ,  
n e a r  new ( w o r n  o n c e )  f o r  t h e  v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e  sum o f  $ 6 0 .  
T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  be  t h e  b a r g a i n  o f  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  
t h e  Aus d o l l a r  b e i n g  t h e  way i t  i s  a t  t h e  moment .  




