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The S o u t h e r n  Caving  S o c i e t y  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c a v i n g  c l u b  o n  e a r t h  - w e l l  t h e y  
c e r t a i n l y  have  a  f a r  b e t t e r  chance  of  w inn ing  t h e  p r i z e  t h a n  t h e  somewhat dead  
l i t t l e  c l i q u e  g r o u p  of  pseudo-/ex-  c a v e r s  t h a t  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  Tasmanian 
C a v e r n e e r i n g  C lub .  .... Here we a r e  w i t h  a  number of  p e o p l e  a round  who have  e x p r e s s e d  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t r y i n g  t h e  s p o r t  and what do  we do?  B a s i c a l l y  i g n o r e  them! T h i s  h a s  
happened a  number of times i n  t h e  p a s t  and because  of  t h a t  we now f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of h a v i n g  b u g g e r - a l l  a c t i v e  members. 

The phone r i n g s  .... "I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o i n g  a  b i t  of c a v i n g . "  " S u r e ,  come 
a l o n g  t o  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  and meet some of  t h e  gang - we'd be o n l y  t o o  p l e a s e d  t o  
t a k e  you on a  few t r i p s  and you c a n  s e e  i f  you r e a l l y  e n j o y  t h e  s p o r t . "  

How o f t e n  h ~ s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  and t h e  poor  guy t u r n s  up  o n l y  t o  be g i v e n  a  v e r y  c o l d  
s h o u l d e r ' ?  Caving  by n e c e s s i t y  i s  a  team, and h e n c e ,  c l i q u e - f o r m i n g  s p o r t  - you 
f r e q u e n t l y  r e l y  t o t a l l y  on  o t h e r  c a v e r s  i n  t h e  g r o u p  t o  r i g  p i t c h e s ,  s u p p l y  and u s e  
g e a r  and an i n  which  you p l a c e  t o t a l  f a i t h ,  which  i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d s  t o  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of l i t t l e  " c l o s e d "  g r o u p s .  However t h i s  must  n o t  be a n  e x c u s e  f o r  
i g n o r i n g  p o t e n t i a l  new members - t h e  more members t h e r e  a r e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  number 
o f  c l i q u e s  you c a n  choose  f r o m ! ! !  

Fo r  once  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  of TCC, l e t ' s  be a  l i t t l e  more s o c i a l  towards  
o u t s i d e r s  w a n t i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  some underground a c t i v i t y .  We may even  s e e  them a g a i n  
a f t e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  a  m e e t i n g  o r  t r i p .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  
E d i t o r  SPELEO SPIEL 

OBITUARY 

On b e h a l f  of members of  t h e  TCC, p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  I would l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  
c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  Max J e f f r i e s  and h i s  f a m i l y  on  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  w i f e  P h y l l i s .  P h y l l i s  
w a s  known t o  many c a v e r s  and w a l k e r s  t h r o u g h  Max, and  I ' m  s u r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  w i l l  
remember b e i n g  welcomed i n t o  t h e i r  home b e f o r e  a n d / o r  a f t e r  t r i p s .  
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I f i r s t  met Max and P h y l l i s  i n  1977 and was a  r e g u l a r  v i s i t o r  o v e r  t h e  nex t  few 
y e a r s .  S ince  t h e  d e c l i n e  of my c a v i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  I f i n d  t h e  t h i n g  I remember most 
from t h a t  t ime i s  t h e i r  f r i e n d l i n e s s .  Max i s  a  k ind and c h e e r f u l  person and I hope 
t h e  s u p p o r t  of h i s  many f r i e n d s  w i l l  h e l p  him overcome t h e  p a i n  of h i s  l o s s .  

Geof f  F i s h e r  
30 May, 1985 

** Most of t h e  " r e g u l a r s "  would be aware t h a t  we had a  v i s i t o r  from N Z  over  
J a n u a r y  i n  t h e  form of one Don F r a s e r .  Recen t ly  he s e n t  some news of happenings i n  
t h e  l a n d  of t h e  l o n g  deep cave .  Apparen t ly  a  new cave on Mount Owen i s  now (end of 
A p r i l )  down t o  -400 met res  and h a s  l o t s  of l e a d s .  There  w i l l  most l i k e l y  be a  
Chr is tmas  t r i p  t h e r e  (more i n f o  t o  f o l l o w  l a t e r ) .  One Trevor  Worthy h a s  pushed a  
h o l e  on Mount A r t h u r  t o  abou t  -200 m e t r e s  w i t h  some hope f o r  a  l i n k  w i t h  N e t t l e b e d .  

** Don a l s o  a r ranged  v i a  Bar ry  Were (HTG) f o r  us  t o  r e c e i v e  a  sample o r  two of 
Donaghys rope f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  f o r  p o s s i b l e  u s e  a s  "permanent" r igged  rope i n ,  f o r  
example, S e r e n d i p i t y  and Growling S w a l l e t .  The samples d u l y  a r r i v e d  but  I f e a r  we 
need Nik t o  r i g  y e t  a n o t h e r  " w o r l d ' s  s m a l l e s t  p i t c h "  - t h e y  a r e  o n l y  abou t  h a l f  a  
me t re  l o n g  ( t h e y  d i d  send two s o  maybe we could  t i e  them t o g e t h e r . . . . . ) .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  rope i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  purpose i n  q u e s t i o n .  Two s i z e s  a r e  
made - lOmm and 12mm - both  doub le  shea thed  p o l y e s t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  b reak ing  
l o a d s  of 2200kg and 2500kg r e s p e c t i v e l y  and f a i r l y  low e l o n g a t i o n  f i g u r e s .  The 
p r i c e  i s  t h e  b e s t  b i t  ( even  now) a t  o n l y  $NZ141.06 pe r  l O O m  of lOmm rope - i e  abou t  
$AUSL p e r  m e t r e ,  p l u s  f r e i g h t  and,  no d o u b t ,  import  d u t y .  The s t u f f  i s  worth  a  
thought  f o r  permanent r i g g i n g  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  sugges ted  . 

* ** Does anyone o u t  t h e r e  i n  reader- land know o f ,  o r  even  know, one Ken Draper?  
L a s t  y e a r  he pa id  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  our  worthy magazine but  somehow h i s  a d d r e s s  was 
m i s l a i d .  A s  a  r e s u l t  t h e r e  a r e  a  number of S p i e l s  s i t t i n g  on t h e  e d i t o r ' s  desk  
a w a i t i n g  d e l i v e r y .  I f  anyone c a n  h e l p  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  know!!! 

** Rumour has  i t  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  cave i n  Tha i l and  f r e q u e n t e d  by a  few Oz bods i s  
now something o v e r  7 k i l o m e t r e s  l o n g  w i t h  most of i t  be ing  canoed o r  rubber  ducked! 
They r a n  o u t  of t ime no t  padd leab le  w a t e r . . . .  R o l l  on GS/Junee Master  Cave . . . . !  

** A new d e p t h  record  ? ........ Not q u i t e  ! The l a s t  ( shou ld  t h a t  r ead  THE LAST) 
i s s u e  of t h e  ASF N e w s l e t t e r  (No. 105 - wot happened t o  100 ? ? ? )  c o n t a i n s  a n  a r t i c l e  
w r i t t e n  by Dale G i l l i a t  on a  t r i p  t o  Anne-A-Kananda i n  A p r i l  1984. According t o  M r  
G i l l i a t ' s  s k e t c h  s u r v e y  a  new d e p t h  r e c o r d  of 396 met res  was ach ieved  i n  t h e  
D e s i c c a t o r  a r e a  of t h e  cave .  Over E a s t e r  t h i s  y e a r  a  team from VSA r e t u r n e d  and 
surveyed t h e  so -ca l l ed  Rocky Mountain Way e x t e n s i o n ,  and c a l c u l a t e d  a n  a c c u r a t e  
d e p t h  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 340-350 m e t r e s .  A l l  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  guys who came back and 
d i d  a  d e c e n t  su rvey ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  ( f o r  VSA!) t h e  d e p t h  of Anne-A-Kananda remains  
373 m e t r e s .  [Ed n o t e :  The VSA s u r v e y  found t h e  R M W e x t e n s i o n  t o  be 345 met res  
deep ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  t h e  TCC r e s u l t s  . . . l  

CAVE NUMBERING AT MOLE CREEK - REVISED AND NEW NUMBERS 
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by A l b e r t  Goede and Bob Woolhouse 

MC-3 Pyramid Cave System (Pyramid Top Hole ) .  T h i s  e n t r a n c e  was o r i g i n a l l y  numbered 
by Andrew Sk inner  i n  1974 and l i s t e d  a s  a n  un-named cave which had n o t  been 
e x p l o r e d .  T h i s  was i n c o r r e c t .  The e n t r a n c e  has  r e c e n t l y  been i n s p e c t e d  by Bob 
Woolhouse who i d e n t i f i e d  i t  a s  Pyramid Top Hole,  a  v e r t i c a l  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  
Pyramid Cave System. Th i s  e n t r a n c e  i s  no t  normal ly  used f o r  a c c e s s .  S ince  t h i s  i s  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  t h e  lowes t  number t h e  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e  cave w i l l  be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from MC-19 t o  MC-3. 

MC-16 Glowworm Cave. Dry, s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  r i f t  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  cave.  R i f t  i s  
approx imate ly  2  met re  wide and 5  met re  long .  The number p l a t e  i s  approx.  0 . 3  met re  
above ground l e v e l  immediate ly  t o  l e f t  of e n t r a n c e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  normal e n t r a n c e  
i n t o  t h e  system. I t  i s  approx.  5  m e t r e  h i g h e r  t h a n  and 10 m e t r e  away from MC-137E, 
which i s  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e  s t r e a m  emerges.  

The number was o r i g i n a l l y  a t t a c h e d  by Andrew Sk inner  t o  a  s t r e a m s i n k  f u r t h e r  up 
t h e  v a l l e y  which he mis took f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  Glowworm Cave. The number h a s  
d i sappeared  from t h e r e .  A new number p l a t e  was punched and used .  

MC-17 Cyclops Cave. En t rance  i s  2  met re  wide and 3  met re  h i g h .  I t  i s  d r y  and 
s l o p e s  d i r e c t l y  down t o  a n  a c t i v e  s team.  The number t a g  i s  placed on a  r o c k f a c e  
above t h e  l e f t  hand edge of t h e  e n t r a n c e  ( f a c i n g  i n ) .  A second e n t r a n c e ,  a s  y e t  
un-numbered, i s  reached by f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c r e e k  downstream. I t  a c t s  a s  a n  ou t f low 
when t h e  c r e e k  l e v e l  i s  h i g h .  

The number MC-17 was o r i g i n a l l y  a t t a c h e d  by Andrew Sk inner  t o  t h e  downstream 
e n t r a n c e  t o  Glowworm Cave (now MC-137E), a s  he m i s t a k e n l y  b e l i e v e d  i t  t o  be Cyclops 
Cave. The number has  been t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e r e  t o  t h e  Cyclops Cave e n t r a n c e .  

MC-70 T r a i n i n g  Cave. En t rance  i s  a t  base  of 4  met re  h i g h  overhanging l i m e s t o n e  
c l i f f  i n  Mersey H i l l  d e p r e s s i o n .  En t rance  i s  s l o p i n g  inwards  and permanent ly  d r y .  
I t  i s  t r i a n g u l a r  i n  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  be ing  approx.  0 . 9  met re  wide and 0 . 4 5  met re  
h i g h .  I 

The number p l a t e  was found i n  a  c r a c k  and was r e a t t a c h e d  on a  smooth v e r t i c a l  rock  
f a c e  on t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The cave i s  synonymous w i t h  MC-X68. 

MC-71 Jawbone Cave (was MC-X30). T h i s  number h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  been l i s t e d  a s  
un-assigned.  I t  had i n  f a c t  been used t o  t a g  one of t h e  two e n t r a n c e s  t o  Jawbone 
Cave. The o t h e r  e n t r a n c e  i s  now numbered MC-154E. 

The MC-71 e n t r a n c e  s l o p e s  inwards  and i s  d r y .  I t  i s  approx.  2 m e t r e  wide a t  t h e  
base  and 1 .5  met re  h i g h .  The number h a s  been a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  
e nt r a n c e  . 

The cave c o n s i s t s  of a  complex of s m a l l  low roofed  chambers and meandering 
passages .  T o t a l  l e n g t h  e s t i m a t e d  a t  50 m e t r e .  Some d e c o r a t i o n .  Evidence of 
o c c a s i o n a l  f l o o d i n g .  Cave d e p t h  e s t i m a t e d  a t  3  met re .  

MC-107 t o  109.  Three  e n t r a n c e s  t o  Honeycomb 2. They had been wrongly l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
c h e c k l i s t  a s  Honeycomb 1 112.  D e t a i l s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

MC-107 Honeycomb 2 .  En t rance  i s  h o r i z o n t a l ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a c t i v e  i n f l o w  and i s  
approx .  4  m e t r e  h igh  and 5 m e t r e  wide.  Number i s  a t  c h e s t  l e v e l  on l e f t  hand s i d e  
of e n t r a n c e .  

MC-108E Honeycomb 2 .  En t rance  i s  h o r i z o n t a l ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  a c t i v e  o u t f l o w  and i s  
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approx.  8  met re  h igh  and 6  met re  wide.  Number i s  on l e f t  hand s i d e  of e n t r a n c e .  

MC-109E Honeycomb 2.  En t rance  i s  v e r t i c a l  f i s s u r e  w i t h  6 met re  d r o p  i n t o  main 
passage .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  on a  s l o p e  a t  t h e  base  of a  1  m e t r e  d i a m e t e r  gum t r e e  and 4  
metre  above t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  d r y  v a l l e y .  Dimensions 2 by 0 . 8  met re .  Number i s  on a  
rock f a c e  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

NEW NUMBERS 

MC-127 Devi l s  Dra inp ipe  ( syn .  A t l a n t i s  Cave) (was MC-XL2, syn.  MC-XL). Downward 
s l o p i n g  e n t r a n c e  l e a d s  t o  sumps which d r y  o u t  under d r y  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  g i v e  a c c e s s  t o  
remainder  of cave .  Length e s t .  a t  275 met re .  

MC-128E Marakoopa 2 .  Upper e n t r a n c e .  

MC-129E Marakoopa 2  (Lakes E n t r a n c e ,  R i f t  p o t ) - ( w a s  MC-X35E). V e r t i c a l  e n t r a n c e  
i n t o  t h e  system. 

MC-130 Devi l s  Pot  System (was MC-XL3). Large s w a l l e t  h o l e ,  be ing  i n t a k e  of Shor t  
Creek; 3  p i t c h e s  between 15  and 25 m e t r e ;  wa te r  d i s a p p e a r s  through narrow h o r i z o n t a l  
s l o t s  a t  end of cave.  

MC-13LE Devi l s  Pot  System. Lower e n t r a n c e  i n t o  D e v i l s  Anastomosis.  

MC-132E Devi l s  Pot  System. Higher e n t r a n c e  i n t o  D e v i l s  Anastomosis.  

MC-133 K i w i  Pot (was MC-X33). Small  po t  end ing  i n  choke above Shor t  Creek s e c t i o n  
of Marakoopa Cave. 

MC-134 P a s t e  P o t .  Twenty met re  deep pot  r e q u i r i n g  t a c k l e .  

MC-135 Un-named r i f t .  F o r t y  met re  deep  v e r t i c a l  r i f t ,  ends a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  c reek  
below l a r g e  d o l i n e .  L i t t l e  hope of f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  i n  e i t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  

MC-136 Rat Hole.  E x t e n s i v e  s t r e a m  system a c c e s s i b l e  o n l y  i n  d r y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  mos t ly  
exp lo red  i n  1984. Th i s  cave h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  been l i s t e d  a s  MC-24. T h i s  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  
~ h k  number MC-24 h a s  been a t t a c h e d  t o  a  s m a l l  h o l e  t h a t  does  no t  go a t  t h e  bottom of 
t h e  d o l i n e .  The Rat Hole e n t r a n c e  i s  i n  a  s m a l l  c l i f f  i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  same 
d o l i n e .  

MC-137E Glowworm Cave. P e r e n n i a l l y  a c t i v e  o u t f l o w  e n t r a n c e  approx 2  met re  h igh and 
u p  t o  1  metre  wide a t  base .  Located a t  base  of h i l l  10 m e t r e  downhi l l  from MC-16 
( t h e  u s u a l  way i n t o  t h e  c a v e ) .  

MC-138 Not a l l o c a t e d .  A c c i d e n t l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  e n t r a n c e  t o  Execu t ion  Pot  (MC-4) but  
w i l l  be removed a t  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

MC-139 Long Drop (was MC-X38). P o t h o l e  c l o s e  t o  Execu t ion  Pot w i t h  25 met re  p i t c h  
from smal l  e n t r a n c e  i n  c l i f f .  Pool a t  bottom. 

MC-140 Not a l l o c a t e d  

MC-141 My Cave (Polythemus Cave) (was MC-X43). Stream cave end ing  i n  sump a f t e r  
approx 400 m e t r e ;  s t r e a m  b e l i e v e d  t o  emerge i n  Cyclops Cave (MC-17). 

MC-142 Cobbler Cooler  (was MC-X6). S t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  r i f t  e n t r a n c e  l o c a t e d  a t  bottom 
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of d o l i n e .  En t rance  i s  l  X 1 . 5  met re .  Number a t t a c h e d  t o  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  rock  f a c e  
approx  2  met re  t o  l e f t  of e n t r a n c e .  The cave i s  low roofed  and wet w i t h  150 met re  
of passages .  

MC-143. I n t e r m i t t e n t l y  f lowing ,  i m p e n e t r a b l e  s t r e a m  s i n k  i n  Mersey H i l l  d e p r e s s i o n  
a t  base  of 13  met re  h i g h  c l i f f .  S ink i s  blocked w i t h  g r a v e l  and t i m b e r .  Number on 
v e r t i c a l  f a c e  1 .5  met re  above s i n k i n g  p o i n t .  Th i s  s w a l l e t  i s  c l o s e  t o  MC-70 
( T r a i n i n g  Cave ) . 

MC-144 Wet Cave. The upst ream e n t r a n c e  of t h r e e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e n t r a n c e s  c l o s e  
t o g e t h e r .  En t rance  i s  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  and approx 4 met re  wide and 2  met re  h i g h .  It  
i s  w i t h i n  t h e  same d o l i n e  a s  MC-145. Number immediate ly  above l e f t  s i d e  of 
e n t r a n c e .  

MC-145E Wet Cave. The middle  of t h r e e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e n t r a n c e s  and i n  same d o l i n e  a s  
MC-144. En t rance  i s  d r y ,  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g ,  L me t re  h i g h  and 3 met re  wide.  Number on 
l e f t  w a l l  a t  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  between t h i s  and l a s t  e n t r a n c e .  

MC-146E Wet Cave. Downstream one of t h r e e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e n t r a n c e s .  En t rance  i s  
d r y ,  v e r y  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g ,  5  met re  h i g h  and 4 me t re  wide.  Number a t  ext reme r i g h t  
of e n t r a n c e  on rock  f a c e  above.  

MC-147E Honeycomb 2 ( s e e  a l s o  MC-107 t o  109) .  Large  d r y  s l o p i n g  e n t r a n c e  approx 4  
met re  wide and 7 me t re  h i g h .  Number a t  c h e s t  h e i g h t  on r i g h t  hand s i d e .  

MC-148 B l a c k b e r r y  S w a l l e t .  S i n k i n g  p o i n t  of s h o r t  s u r f a c e  s t r e a m  a t  base  of 
v e r t i c a l  f i s s u r e .  Impene t rab le .  Number p laced on r i g h t  s i d e  2  met re  above s t r eam.  

MC-149 B l a c k b e r r y  Hole (was MC-X3). E n t r a n c e  i s  p e r e n n i a l l y  a c t i v e  o u t f l o w ,  
t r i a n g u l a r  i n  c r o s s - s e c t i o n ,  approx 2  m e t r e  wide and 3 met re  h i g h .  Cave i s  approx 5  
met re  i n  l e n g t h .  

MC-150 Un-named cave .  Small  cave wes t  of I v a n ' s  Cave (MC-152) a t  base  of Dogs 
Head H i l l .  F loods  under  wet c o n d i t i o n s .  En t rance  c o n s i s t s  of two wombat-sized h o l e s  
a lmos t  s e p a r a t e d  by a  p r o j e c t i n g  r o c k .  N o t i c e a b l e  d r a u g h t .  E n t r a n c e  i s  d r y  and 
s l o p e s  g e n t l y  inward.  Number p laced  on concave rock  s u r f a c e  immediate ly  t o  r i g h t  of 
e n t r a n c e .  Cave c o n s i s t s  of s e v e r a l  s m a l l  chambers connected by t i g h t  passages .  
F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  i f  c o n s t r i c t i o n  can  be widened. A l i t t l e  f o r m a t i o n .  
Length 25 m e t r e ,  d e p t h  3 met re .  

MC-151. Un-named i n t e r m i t t e n t  s t r e a m s i n k  a t  base  of Dogs Head H i l l .  Can be 
p e n e t r a t e d  f o r  o n l y  3  m e t r e .  Located between MC-150 and MC-152. Number on s t e e p  
c l i f f - f a c e  3  m e t r e  above bottom of channe l .  

MC-152 Ivans  Cave (MC-X29). En t rance  on s l o p e  of Dogs Head H i l l  approx 8 met re  
above base  of h i l l .  T r i a n g u l a r  e n t r a n c e  i s  behind f a l l e n  b l o c k ,  2  m e t r e  h i g h  and 3  - 
metre  wide. I t  l e a d s  t o  a  f i s s u r e  cave p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  h i l l s l o p e .  S t e e p  d e s c e n t  
can  be f r e e  cl imbed. Length 30 m e t r e ,  d e p t h  13 m e t r e .  S u b j e c t  t o  f l o o d i n g ,  some 
d e c o r a t i o n .  Number on r o c k f a c e  on l e f t  of e n t r a n c e .  

MC-153 Harrys  Creek Cave. P e r e n n i a l  i n f l o w  cave .  Length 20 m e t r e ,  v e r t i c a l  
development 4  met re .  No f o r m a t i o n ,  glowworms. S l i g h t  d r a u g h t .  Number on l a r g e  
bou lde r  above e n t r a n c e  2 m e t r e  above l e v e l  of s t r eam.  T r i a n g u l a r  e n t r a n c e  i s  l  
me t re  h igh  and wide.  Cave ends i n  sump. 

MC-154E Jawbone Cave ( s e e  MC-71). En t rance  i s  d r y  and s l o p e s  inwards .  I t  i s  L 
me t re  wide and 0 . 6  m e t r e  h i g h .  T h i s  e n t r a n c e  p rov ides  most conven ien t  a c c e s s  t o  
most of cave.  
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MC-155 Sh i sh  Kabab (Top Hole ,  Bar rys  Hole )  (was MC-X55). En t rance  i s  i n  d o l i n e  
w i t h  overhanging c l i f f  s l o p i n g  back towards a c c e s s  t r a c k .  R o c k f a l l  a t  base  w i t h  two 
v e r t i c a l  e n t r a n c e s  2  m e t r e  a p a r t .  Both a r e  approx l met re  i n  d i a m e t e r .  Cave has  
l a r g e  chamber w i t h  c r e e k  a t  bottom. Chamber c o n t a i n s  s p e c t a c u l a r  h e l i c t i t e s .  
En t rance  p i t c h  i s  21 met re .  

MC-156 Honeycomb 1 112 (was MC-X27). H o r i z o n t a l  i n f l o w  e n t r a n c e  5  met re  wide and 
2 . 5  me t re  h i g h  i n t o  normal ly  d r y  upper l e v e l .  Wi th in  cave f l o o r  h o l e  g i v e s  a c c e s s  
t o  lower l e v e l  w i t h  permanent s t r eam.  Number a t  eye  l e v e l  on l e f t  w a l l .  

MC-157E Honeycomb 1 112.  R i f t - l i k e  e n t r a n c e  approx 15 met re  long  and 3 met re  wide 
comple te ly  b i s e c t s  passage and marks 'downstream' e x t e n t  of mapped cave.  Number i s  
on concave f a c e t  of v e r t i c a l  f a c e  on l e f t  s i d e  when descend ing  e a s t e r n  end of 
e n t r a n c e .  

MC-158 Nut Bath Cave. En t rance  i s  v e r t i c a l  r i f t  r e q u i r i n g  rope ;  low wet cave ;  150 
met re  of passage ;  s i z e a b l e  underground s t r e a m  ends  i n  r o c k f a l l  i n  both  d i r e c t i o n s ;  
same s t r e a m  r e a p p e a r s  i n  Cobbler Cooler  (MC-142); cave c o n t a i n s  6  met re  w a t e r f a l l  
w i t h  deep  pool a t  base  (hence cave name!).  

E d i t o r ' s  note :  The f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n  by Don F r a s e r  f o l l o w i n g  h i s  
Conference v i s i t  t o  T a s s i e ,  f o r  t h e  New Zealand S p e l e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  j o u r n a l  c a l l e d  
t h e  Tomo Times, of which I b e l i e v e  he i s  now t h e  e d i t o r !  

THE TASMANIAN CAVING EXPERIENCE....... 

by DON FRASER 

Between J a n  5  and Feb 2  t h i s  y e a r  I r e t u r n e d  t o  Hobart  a f t e r  some 18 y e a r s  of New 
Zealand r e s i d e n c e .  I began c a v i n g  i n  Tasmania i n  1966 a t  a  v e r y  t e n d e r  young a g e ,  
and had s p e n t  many hours  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e x p l o r a t i o n  of E x i t  Cave which i s  A u s t r a l i a ' s  
l o n g e s t  a t  L7 km. The heady exc i t ement  of d i s c o v e r i n g  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  e n d l e s s  
s u c c e s s i o n  of huge chambers became a  l u r e  I ' v e  never  r e a l l y  succeeded i n  s h a k i n g .  

The f i r s t  week was s p e n t  a t  t h e  ASF Conference where I found myself accep ted  a g a i n  
a s  a  Tasmanian c a v e r  and t h e r e f o r e  a  breed a p a r t  from t h e  mainland c a v e r .  Tasmania 
c a v e r s  e n j o y  A u s t r a l i a ' s  l o n g e s t ,  d e e p e s t ,  most b e a u t i f u l  and most demanding c a v e s .  
The confe rence  i n c l u d e d  t a l k s  and papers  on t h e  Cocklebiddy cave d i v e ,  cave 
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  cave communication and cave c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  I cou ld  h a r d l y  w a i t  f o r  
t h e  confe rence  t o  end and t h e  c a v i n g  t o  beg in .  I showed t h e  Ne t t l ebed  v i d e o  and 
gave a s h o r t  t a l k  on t h e  r e c e n t  e x p l o r a t i o n  of Ne t t l ebed  and HH. Th i s  was w e l l  
r e c e i v e d  by a n  aud ience  of abou t  120.  

Fol lowing t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  I g o t  my f i r s t  t a s t e  of v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  i n  Tasmania a t  
S e r e n d i p i t y ,  a  cave d e s c r i b e d  a s  one of t h e  most s p o r t y  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  Our p a r t y  
c o n s i s t e d  of Trevor  Wai les ,  Nick Hume, S t e f a n  Eberhard ,  Mike Edwards, Martyn Carnes 
and myse l f .  S e r e n d i p i t y  i s  A u s t r a l i a ' s  f o u r t h  d e e p e s t  cave a t  -276 m e t r e s .  We 
e n t e r e d  t h e  cave around midday a f t e r  a  h o t  bush walk of abou t  a n  hour and proceeded 
down a  31 met re  p i t c h  and through C a s t i g a t i o n  Crawl t o  36 met re  and 4  metre  
p i t c h e s .  On t h e  way we passed a  p a r t y  of mainland c a v e r s  from t h e  confe rence  who 
had e n t e r e d  e a r l i e r  on a  t o u r i s t  t r i p .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  cave was r igged  bu t  one of 
o u r  t a s k s  was t o  d e r i g  ... (hence my i n v i t a t i o n ? ? ) .  
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The c o o l  of  t h e  cave  had a t  f i r s t  been  a  welcome r e l i e f  b u t  a t  t h e  f o u r t h  ' d e l u g e '  
p i t c h  ( 2 0  m e t r e ) ,  c o o l  t u r n e d  t o  c c c c c  ... c o l d .  The f i n a l  p i t c h  of  44 m e t r e  w i t h  a  
r e b e l a y  saw u s  s a f e l y  a t  t h e  bo t tom and i n t o  a  ma jo r  s t reamway.  Here t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  p a r t y  proceeded  u p s t r e a m  t o  c o n t i n u e  a  s u r v e y  w h i l e  S t e f a n ,  Mar tyn  and I 
f o l l o w e d  a  c i r c u i t o u s  oxbow downst ream Looking f o r  new Leads b u t  f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  
a n y t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t .  We e v e n t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  a  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t r e a m  a g a i n  a t  
a  p o i n t  where  J ean -Pau l  S o n i e r  had a p p a r e n t l y  found t h e  way on  d u r i n g  a n  e a r l i e r  
t r i p .  Here a  w a t e r f a l l  f e l l  some 1 5  f e e t  o r  s o  b u t  had n o t  been  c l imbed .  I 
chimneyed t o  t h e  t o p  b u t  found I c o u l d n ' t  f i t  my h e l m e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s l o t .  I 
c o n s i d e r e d  removing my h e l m e t  b u t  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a  b i t  u n s a f e .  

We c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  cave  t o  a  s m a l l  w e t  s i d e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  had been  p a r t l y  
e x p l o r e d  by H a r t y n  and Nick  on  a n  e a r l i e r  t r i p .  We c rawled  t o  a  r o c k f a l l  t h a t  had 
marked t h e  l i m i t  of t h e  e a r l i e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  and S t e f a n  and I c o n t i n u e d  on  t o  l a r g e r  
r i f t  p a s s a g e  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  a n  a v e n  w i t h  l a r g i s h  bones a t  t h e  bot tom.  The 
a v e n  d i d n ' t  p r e s e n t  a n  e a s y  c l i m b  b u t  j u s t  below i t  a  p a s s a g e  l e d  t o  a  p o i n t  
o v e r l o o k i n g  a  12  f o o t  d r o p  i n t o  what  a p p e a r e d  t o  be r a t h e r  a  l a r g e  chamber.  We 
Lacked a n y  means of d e s c e n d i n g  t o  t h e  chamber s o  went  back down t h e  main r i f t  some 
d i s t a n c e  t o  a  s i d e  r i f t  which  l e d  u s  i n t o  t h e  new chamber.  Up t o  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  
c a v e  had l a c k e d  a n y  r e a l  f o r m a t i o n  b u t  p a r t  of t h i s  new chamber w a s  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  
d e c o r a t e d .  We e x p l o r e d  t h e  chamber and S t e f a n  t r i e d  a  f o r m a t i o n  c l i m b  of  a b o u t  1 5  
f e e t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  go. A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  o u r  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  t h i s  l a r g e  chamber we 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  t h e  s i d e  p a s s a g e  where  we met some of t h e  s u r v e y i n g  
p a r t y  and Mar tyn .  The b a l a n c e  of  t h e  s u r v e y i n g  p a r t y  had a p p a r e n t l y  e x i t e d  t h e  c a v e  
s o  we a l l  p roceeded  t o  s u r v e y  o u r  way toward  t h e  p i t c h e s .  D e r i g g i n g  o u r  way o u t  was 
some th ing  of a n  e n d u r a n c e  t e s t  a s  packs  g o t  h e a v i e r  and h e a v i e r  w i t h  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  
p i t c h .  When we f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  t h e  s u r f a c e  and f a c e d  t h e  d o w n h i l l  walk  back t o  t h e  
v e h i c l e s ,  one  p a r t y  member s u g g e s t e d  we ' r e d i s t r i b u t e '  some of t h e  w e i g h t .  He was 
met w i t h  some v e r y  b l a n k  s t a r e s !  I n  a l l  we had been  u n d e r  f o r  a b o u t  13  h o u r s .  The 
new p a s s a g e  e x p l o r e d  by S t e f a n  and I was e s t i m a t e d  t o  be a b o u t  350 m e t r e s  and would 
j u s t i f y  a n o t h e r  t r i p  t o  s u r v e y  and a l s o  l o o k  more c l o s e l y  a t  c l i m b i n g  t h e  a v e n .  

Over t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  weeks I d i d  some v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  and e x c i t i n g  c a v i n g ,  m o s t l y  
w i t h  S t e f a n  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  o t h e r s  f rom t h e  S e r e n d i p i t y  t r i p .  The most  s p o r t i n g  of 
t h e s e  t r i p s  was t h e  famous I c e  Tube - Growl ing  S w a l l e t  t h r o u g h  t r i p .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  
d o u b l e  r o p i n g  11  p i t c h e s  ( 2 5 ,  22 ,  7 ,  19 ,  29 ,  4 9 ,  13 ,  3 ,  44 ,  36 and 1 3  m e t r e s )  
f o l l o w e d  by a  muddy s q u e e z e  i n t o  t h e  main Growl ing  S w a l l e t  s t reamway and t h e n  a  
p l e a s a n t  amble back t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  w i t h  a  few c l i m b s  and a  c r a w l  i n  mud u p  t o  t h e  
e y e s  (Herpes  1 1 1 ) .  

Ano the r  memorable t r i p  was t o  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  where  S t e f a n  and I used  c l i m b i n g  
p o l e s  ( c a r r i e d  i n  o n  a n  e a r l i e r  t r i p )  t o  a s c e n d  a  w a t e r f a l l  of some 50  f e e t  o r  s o .  
The c l i m b i n g  p o l e s  were  n o t  l o n g  enough s o  we had t o  h a u l  them u p  t o  a  l e d g e  and u s e  
them a g a i n  w i t h  t h e  t o p  t i e d  back  and h e l d  by S t e f a n  w h i l e  I g i n g e r l y  a scended .  My 
i a p r e s s i o n  i s  t h a t  Tasmanian c a v e r s  r e g a r d  K i w i  c a v e r s  a s  v e r y  e x p e n d a b l e .  On 
r e a c h i n g  t h e  t o p  of t h e  w a t e r f a l l ,  t i m e  was r u n n i n g  o u t  s o  we d i d  a  q u i c k  r e c k y  u p  
s t r e a m  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g ,  l e a v i n g  a  r o p e  r i g g e d  on  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  

Tasmanian  c a v i n g  i s  b o t h  demanding and r e w a r d i n g .  T h e r e  i s  t o n s  ( t o n n e s ? )  of  
p o t e n t i a l  b u t  v e r y  few c a v e r s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e p e a t e d  s e l f  a b u s e .  
The most s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a  f o r  s p o r t y  v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of a  l o g g i n g  
c o n c e s s i o n  and a c c e s s  i s  by p e r m i t .  A few d a y s  of  f i n e  w e a t h e r  c a n  s e e  e n t r y  b a r r e d  
due  t o  f i r e  d a n g e r  when t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l s  a r e  a t  t h e i r  b e s t .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  a  h a r d  
c o r e  of demented i n d i v i d u a l s  who l i s t e n  t o  w e i r d  mus i c  and SMOKE I N  CAVES c o n t i n u e  a  
f i n e  t r a d i t i o n  of  " g o i n g  where  no man h a s  gone b e f o r e ' : .  I hope we w i l l  s e e  more 
T a s s i e  c a v e r s  o v e r  h e r e  f o r  A u s t r a l a s i a ' s  b e s t  c a v i n g  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
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PARTY: Martyn Carnes and Rolan Eberhard  

Not t o  be d e t e r r e d  by t h e  d r i v i n g  r a i n  Martyn and I headed f o r  Maydena on what was 
o b v i o u s l y  go ing  t o  be a  t r u l y  m i s e r a b l e  day.  A t  t h e  E i g h t  Road a  b r i e f  l u l l  i n  t h e  
downpour gave u s  t h e  chance t o  g e t  changed and head o f f  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k .  Our aim 
was t o  e x p l o r e  a  s h a f t  t h a t  had p r e v i o u s l y  been l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  rough ly  
between S e r e n d i p i t y  and I c e  Tube. Needless  t o  s a y  t h e  t a s k  of r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  proved a  f r u s t r a t i n g  a f f a i r .  A f t e r  some two hours  of s e a r c h i n g ,  t h e  heavy 
r a i n  tu rned  i n t o  h a i l  and we were bo th  c o l d ,  wet and o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  was r a p i d l y  
f a d i n g .  Fol lowing a  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  day  was d e s t i n e d  t o  be non-product ive  and 
s t a r t i n g  o u r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a r ,  Martyn managed t o  f i n d  t h e  e l u s i v e  cave e n t r a n c e .  
By t h i s  s t a g e  o u r  morale was n o t  n o t i c e a b l y  improved by t h a t  f a c t ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was 
s l i g h t l y  warmer and d r i e r  below ground. 

We descended t h e  i n i t i a l  mud s l o p e  t o  a  squeeze  t h a t  had h a l t e d  p r e v i o u s  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  Some c o n c e n t r a t e d  work w i t h  a  hammer saw t h e  squeeze  e n l a r g e d  t o  a l l o w  
a c c e s s  t o  what was a p p a r e n t l y  a  r e a s o n a b l e  p i t c h  beyond. A rope was r igged  and I 
a b s e i l e d  t o  a  comfor tab le  l e d g e  o v e r l o o k i n g  a  second s h a f t .  I t  was w h i l e  w a i t i n g  
f o r  Martyn t o  descend w i t h  more rope t h a t  I n o t i c e d  t h e  c a r p e t  of bones t h a t  I was 
c r u s h i n g  u n d e r f o o t .  C l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r r a y  of s k u l l s  and 
bones of v a r i o u s  f o r e s t  v a r m i n t s .  These inc luded  possums, w a l l a b i e s ,  e c h i d n a s ,  
wombat, bandicoot  and a l s o  a  f ragmented s k u l l  of t h e  e x t i n c t  Tasmanian T i g e r .  
D e s p i t e  t h e s e  z o o l o g i c a l  d i s t r a c t i o n s  a  rope was q u i c k l y  r igged  down t h e  n e x t  s h o r t  
p i t c h ,  a t  t h e  base  of which a  s p a c i o u s  t u n n e l  could  be s e e n  descend ing .  Any vague 
f l u t t e r s  of optimism were e x t i n g u i s h e d  by a  most i n a p p r o p r i a t e  and a l s o  v e r y  
t e r m i n a l  mud choke below t h e  p i t c h .  We e s t i m a t e d  t h e  d e p t h  t o  be around 60 m e t r e s  
and s t a r t e d  o u r  a s c e n t .  A t  t h e  l e d g e  below t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  I exp lo red  a  s h o r t  
l e n g t h  of r i f t  passage ,  and c o l l e c t e d  a  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  bones. For  f u t u r e  
r e f e r e n c e  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of how t o  l o c a t e  t h e  cave i s  g iven  below. 

VARMINT POT l o c a t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n :  From Growling S w a l l e t  f o l l o w  t h e  t r a c k  towards 
I c e t u b e .  J u s t  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Trapdoor S w a l l e t  s t r e a m s  t h e r e  i s  a  minor d r y  
v a l l e y  on t h e  r i g h t .  Follow t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  u p h i l l ,  i n i t i a l l y  p a s t  l i m e s t o n e  
c l i f f s .  The v a l l e y  e v e n t u a l l y  t e r m i n a t e s  i n  a  l a r g e  bu t  choked d o l i n e .  Well b e f o r e  
t h e  d o l i n e  i s  reached ,  b l u e  t a p e s  l ead  o f f  on t h e  r i g h t  t o  Varmint P o t ,  a  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  u p h i l l .  

Rolan Eberhard 

MOLE CREEK E a s t e r  1985 

PARTY: Martyn Carnes ,  Adr ienne Van S c h i e ,  S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard  

Over E a s t e r  t h e  f o u r  of u s  dec ided  t o  spend a  few days  a t  Mole Creek d o i n g  t o u r i s t  
t r i p s  and e x p e r i e n c i n g  a change of s c e n e r y .  A b r i e f  resume of t r i p s  done o v e r  t h e  
f o u r  day  pe r iod  i s  g i v e n  below. By t h e  end of o u r  s t a y  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  agreed  t h a t  
a t r i p  t o  Mole Creek once a  y e a r  i s  enough. 

F r i d a y :  S t e f a n  and Martyn a r r i v e d  a t  Mole Creek.  T h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  l o c a t e  K e l l y ' s  
Pot were u n s u c c e s s f u l .  
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Sa tu rday :  Martyn and S t e f a n  went downstream i n  H e r b e r t ' s  P o t .  They s p e n t  some t ime 
bash ing  t h e  t a l u s  a t  t h e  d r a u g h t i n g  h o l e ,  w i t h o u t  making a  b reak th rough .  Rolan and 
Adrienne a r r i v e d  a t  Mole Creek and d i d  a l e i s u r e l y  t r i p  through Croesus Cave. 

Sunday: Everyone went t o  Dangerous Cave f o r  a  look a t  t h e  upst ream sump. A s e t  a  
d i v i n g  g e a r  was c a r r i e d  down t h e  jumbled t a l u s  c l imbs t o  s t r e a m l e v e l .  To r e a c h  t h e  
upst ream sump from where t h e  s t r e a m  i s  f i r s t  met i n v o l v e s  a  t r i c k y  squeeze  through 
t a l u s  b l o c k s ,  fo l lowed  immediate ly  by two v e r y  s h o r t  ducks ,  a l s o  between t a l u s  
b locks .  Proceeding upst ream i s  a  s h o r t  s e c t i o n  of open s t r e a m  passage  end ing  a t  t h e  
sump. The sump looked f a i r l y  promis ing and I k i t t e d  up w i t h  a  s i n g l e  16 f o o t  t a n k  
f o r  a  look  underwater .  I n  poor v i s i b i l i t y  I could  s e e  t h e  submerged passage 
c o n t i n u i n g  a s  a  narrow r i f t ,  a l t h o u g h  lower down i t  was o b v i o u s l y  more s p a c i o u s .  
With a l a r m i n g  c l o u d s  of s i l t  t h a t  seem a f e a t u r e  of Mole Creek sumps I d i d  n o t  make 
a  s e r i o u s  push. 

Monday: S t e f a n  and Martyn went t o  Croesus Cave. Rolan and Adrienne l o c a t e d  Soda 
Creek Cave and had a  q u i c k  look  i n s i d e .  They d rove  t o  Westmoreland Cave. I t  was 
noted a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  s t r e a m  was being d i v e r t e d  by a  c o n c r e t e  c o n d u i t ,  and 
v i r t u a l l y  no w a t e r  was p r e s e n t  i n  any  p a r t  of t h e  cave ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  
f i n a l  sump pool .  

Rolan Eberhard 

GROWLING SWALLET 28 APRIL, 1985 

PARTY: Trevor  Wai les ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  Rolan and S t e f a n  Everhard 

The aim of t h e  t r i p  was t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  Trev t o  t h e  e q u a l l y  
r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  "New F e e l i n g "  e x t e n s i o n  i n  Growling S w a l l e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  
was a l s o  s u r v e y i n g  t o  f i n i s h ,  l e a d s  t o  push and photographs t o  t a k e .  Keeping w i t h  
t h e  t r e n d  of TCC t r i p s  l a t e l y  one c a v i n g  lamp f a i l e d  a s  we cl imbed down t h e  b o u l d e r s  
i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of Growling.  The deceased lamp was T r e v o r ' s  and S t u a r t  who had had a  
New F e e l i n g  p r e v i o u s l y ,  g e n e r o u s l y  l e n t  h i s  lamp and s t a y e d  on t h e  s u r f a c e .  We 
proceeded i n t o  t h e  cave and i n  t h e  c rawl  l e a d i n g  o f f  t h e  main streamway i t  was 
n o t i c e a b l e  t h a t  a  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  normal ly  p r e s e n t  was a lmos t  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t .  Th i s  
may be due t o  a tmospher ic  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  p o s s i b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  w a t e r  l e v e l s  were r a t h e r  low. 

Having completed t h e  c l imb  and s h o r t  c o n s t r i c t e d  s e c t i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w s ,  we took a  
r e s t  i n  t h e  l a r g e  d r y  t u n n e l  a t  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  e x t e n s i o n .  The cave passages  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  v e r y  o l d ,  i n  p l a c e s  o b v i o u s l y  p h r e a t i c ,  and c o n t a i n  some 
f i n e  c a l c i t e  d e c o r a t i o n s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  what c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  b e s t  d e c o r a t e d  
s e c t i o n s  of Growling S w a l l e t  known s o  f a r ,  co loured  t a p e  was placed i n  some s p o t s  t o  
a c t  a s  a  guide  o v e r  d e l i c a t e  c a l c i t e  f l o o r s  and around c r y s t a l  l a d e n  poo l s .  F u t u r e  
p a r t i e s  must e x e r c i s e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e  t o  minimise t h e i r  impact on t h i s  a r e a .  There 
a r e  e x c e l l e n t  s t r a w s ,  s t a l a c t i t e s ,  f l o w s t o n e  and t h e  e x q u i s i t e  c r y s t a l  poo l s  a r e  
perhaps  t h e  b e s t  examples i n  Tasmania. 

A t  t h e  l a r g e  chamber s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  photograph t h e  mass ive  5 met re  
h i g h  s t a l a g m i t e  t h a t  s t a n d s  i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  chamber. We ascended t h e  r u b b l e  
s l o p e  beyond and surveyed i n t o  a n o t h e r  s p a c i o u s  chamber nea rby .  Th i s  chamber s t a r t s  
w i t h  a  f l a t  mud f l o o r  bu t  changes t o  a  s t e e p l y  ascend ing  t a l u s  p i l e  a t  t h e  f a r  end. 
We surveyed up t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  and t h e n  s p e n t  some t ime pushing v a r i o u s  l e a d s  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  S t e f a n  exp lo red  a  narrow but  complex sys tem of passages  below t h e  
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r o c k p i l e ,  wi thou t  r e a c h i n g  any  d e f i n i t e  end. 

We t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s t a l a g m i t e  chamber and descended t h e  s h o r t  p i t c h  t o  t h e  
lower  streamway. Our i n t e n t i o n  was t o  a t t e m p t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  main upst ream 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  passage ,  through t h e  e x t e n s i v e  r o c k f a l l  undernea th  t h e  
s t a l a g m i t e  chamber. Exp lo r ing  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  jumble of b o u l d e r s  S t e f a n  and I managed 
t o  l o c a t e  a  small passage head ing  upst ream.  I n  f l a k y  s h a r p  l i m e s t o n e  t h e  passage 
dwindled i n  s i z e ,  e v e n t u a l l y  becoming i m p a s s i b l e .  There  i s  s t i l l  scope f o r  f u r t h e r  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  bu t  our  t ime l i m i t  was up and we s t a r t e d  o u r  e x i t  from t h e  cave ,  
d e r i g g i n g  a t  t h e  same t ime .  

Rolan Eberhard  

THREE FALLS CAVE 5 May, 1985 

PARTY: Martyn Carnes and Rolan Eberhard  

The d e e p e s t  p o i n t  i n  Three  F a l l s  Cave had n o t  been v i s i t e d  s i n c e  1981, when 
e x p l o r a t i o n  was h a l t e d  by a  wet squeeze  a t  a  d e p t h  of -158 m e t r e s .  Cons ide r ing  i t s  
a p p e a l  a s  a  s p o r t i n g  t r i p  of moderate d i f f i c u l t y  Martyn and I dec ided  t o  do Three  
F a l l s  Cave. There  was a l s o  t h e  added a t t r a c t i o n  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  o t h e r  nearby caves  (Owl P o t ? ? ) .  

Water l e v e l s  were v e r y  low and i n  t h e  d o l i n e  o n l y  t h e  s i n g l e  main w a t e r f a l l  was 
f l o w i n g  t o  any d e g r e e .  The o t h e r  two w a t e r f a l l s  had been reduced t o  a  s m a l l  shower 
n e a r  t h e  main cave e n t r a n c e .  Large  chunks of s h a t t e r e d  rock i n d i c a t e d  where p a r t s  
of t h e  upper  edge of t h e  d o l i n e  had c o l l a p s e d ,  r a t h e r  a  f r i g h t e n i n g  p r o s p e c t  a s  we 
s c u t t l e d  beneath  t h e  overhang ing  l i p .  

E f f i c i e n t  p r o g r e s s  was made a l o n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  narrow s e c t i o n s  and down t h e  c l imb  
t o  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  P r o c r a s t i n a t i o n  on t h e  c h o i c e  of a  b e l a y  p o i n t  l e d  u s  t o  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  a  b o l t  was c a l l e d  f o r .  One was d u l y  placed on t h e  l e f t  w a l l  a  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  o u t  above t h e  p i t c h .  Problems occur red  a f t e r  s i n k i n g  t h e  b o l t  home when 
t h e  d r i v e r  r e f u s e d  t o  unscrew from t h e  anchor  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  f a s h i o n .  
The t h r e a d  from t h e  d r i v e r  remained i n  t h e  anchor  c a s i n g ,  and w i t h o u t  a  spanner  we 
were unab le  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  No end of i n n o v a t i v e  a t t e m p t s  u s i n g  
k a r a b i n e r s ,  d e s c e n d e r s ,  e t c  a l lowed u s  t o  unscrew t h e  t h r e a d  from t h e  c a s i n g .  I t  
was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  o u r  t r i p  down Three  F a l l s  Cave took on t h e  a tmosphere  of a  
c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  was somewhat p e r s o n a l  i n  n a t u r e .  We r e t a l i a t e d  t o  t h e  redundancy of 
o u r  b o l t  k i t  w i t h  a n  exposed t r a v e r s e  and r igged  t h e  p i t c h  w i t h  a  t r a c e  th readed  
behind a  s t a l a c t i t e .  A s  I wa i t ed  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  p i t c h  a  s h o u t  from Martyn 
above prompted me t o  jump a s i d e .  A l a r g e  p i e c e  of f l o w s t o n e  landed b e s i d e  me and 
s h a t t e r e d  i n t o  numerous g l i t t e r i n g  f ragments .  T h i s  s p e c t a c l e  was v e r y  p r e t t y  b u t  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  unnerv ing .  

We con t inued  down t h e  s t e e p  r i f t  u s i n g  s u r p l u s  rope from t h e  p rev ious  p i t c h  a s  a  
h a n d l i n e .  A s h o r t  dilemma ensued a s  we dec ided  t o  r i g  t h e  nex t  p i t c h  from h igh  i n  
t h e  r i f t  ( a  l o n g e r  p i t c h  r e q u i r i n g  s e v e r a l  p r o t e c t o r s )  o r  s t r a i g h t  down t h e  
w a t e r f a l l  ( s h o r t  bu t  w e t ) .  E v e n t u a l l y  we agreed on t h e  l a t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  u s i n g  a  
l a r g e  bou lde r  wedged some d i s t a n c e  back from t h e  edge of t h e  p i t c h  a s  a n  anchor  
p o i n t .  The f l o w  of w a t e r  down t h i s  p i t c h  was observed t o  be c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  
t h e  l a r g e s t  s u r f a c e  w a t e r f a l l .  The w a t e r  t h a t  cascaded o n t o  u s  a s  we a b s e i l e d  
presumably o r i g i n a t e d  from one o r  both  of t h e  s m a l l e r  s u r f a c e  w a t e r f a l l s .  The 
d e s t i n a t i o n  of t h e  main w a t e r f a l l  remains  m y s t e r i o u s .  Although wet o u r  method of 
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d e s c e n t  proved conven ien t  f o r  a  pendulum a c r o s s  t o  t h e  r o c k f a l l  chamber - normal ly  a  
c l imb  up from t h e  base  of t h e  p i t c h  i s  r e q u i r e d .  The f o u r t h  p i t c h  of 23 m e t r e s  was 
avoided by descend ing  i n t o  t h e  t a l u s  n o t  f a r  i n t o  t h e  chamber from t h e  w a t e r f a l l ,  
immediate ly  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  a  l a r g e  f a l l e n  s l a b .  The r o c k f a l l  i s  l o o s e  and 
p a r t i c u l a r  c a u t i o n  i s  a d v i s a b l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A 15  met re  h a n d l i n e  brought  u s  o u t  of 
t h e  r o c k f a l l  i n t o  a  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  chamber. From h e r e  we climbed down t o  t h e  
s t r e a m  and fo l lowed  i t  t o  t h e  edge of t h e  l a s t  p i t c h .  

The f i n a l  p i t c h  of 40 m e t r e s  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  a b s e i l ,  f r e e h a n g i n g  b e s i d e  t h e  
w a t e r f a l l  i n  a  s h a f t  of i m p r e s s i v e  dimensions .  A t  t h e  bottom we fo l lowed  t h e  s t r e a m  
a l o n g  a  narrow canyon u n t i l  i t  lowered t o  a  c rawl .  The u n i n v i t i n g  squeeze  was 
i n s p e c t e d  bu t  a n  upper l e v e l  i n  t h e  r i f t  seemed a  b e t t e r  p r o s p e c t .  I pursued t h e  
c o n s t r i c t e d  v e r t i c a l  r i f t  h a l f  choked w i t h  c a l c i t e ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  m e t r e s .  I t  was 
awkward and gave no i n d i c a t i o n  of opening o u t ,  and I soon became d i scouraged  and 
gave i t  away. The t r i p  back t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  was accomplished w i t h o u t  d e l a y .  

Rolan Eberhard 

LAWRENCE CREEK RISING 4  MAY, 1985 

Lawrence Creek R i s i n g  was p r e v i o u s l y  d ived  i n  mid 1984 and w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  low 
w a t e r  l e v e l s  I dec ided  i t  was t ime f o r  a n o t h e r  look .  The f l o w  r a t e  was much lower 
t h a n  on p r e v i o u s  d i v e s  b u t  I found t h e  c o ~ d i t i o n s  l e s s  i d e a l .  V i s i b i l i t y  was 
reduced and s m a l l  banks of s i l t  had accumulated - probab ly  i n  h i g h e r  f l o w  c o n d i t i o n s  
t h e  s i l t  i s  washed o u t  of t h e  r e s u r g e n c e .  The l i n e  had a l s o  become l o o s e  and f i r m  
anchor ing  i s  needed a t  some p o i n t s .  I swam a s  f a r  a s  t h e  squeeze  a t  a  d e p t h  of -18 
m e t r e s ,  r e - f a m i l i a r i s i n g  myself i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  pushes .  

The p o t e n t i a l  a t  t h i s  s i t e  i s  good f o r  a  v e r y  long  cave d i v e .  Cons ide r ing  t h e  low 
r e l i e f  between s i n k  and resurgence  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  any c o n n e c t i n g  passages  
a r e  t o t a l l y  submerged. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  seems i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  l o n g  d i v e s  w i l l  be 
handicapped by decompress ion requ i rements  and i n  t h e  co ld  w a t e r  t h i s  p r e s e n t s  t h e  
u s u a l  problems. Lawrence R i v u l e t  i s  presumably t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  of w a t e r  and 
s i n k s  a  d i s t a n c e  of a t  l e a s t  3 k i l o m e t r e s  away. 

S e v e r a l  months ago Martyn and I s p e n t  a  few hours  l o c a t i n g  t h e  Lawrence R i v u l e t  
s i n k .  Going on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t r e a m  goes underground j u s t  a f t e r  p a s s i n g  
undernea th  W e s t f i e l d  Road ( a t  t h e  b r i d g e  beyond t h e  t u r n o f f  t o  Welcome S t r a n g e r ) ,  a  
p r e v i o u s  t r i p  had fo l lowed  t h e  s t r e a m  f o r  some d i s t a n c e  below t h e  road w i t h o u t  
r e a c h i n g  a  s i n k .  S ince  t h a t  t ime I had checked a e r i a l  photographs  of t h e  a r e a  and 
c m l d  s e e  t h a t  a f t e r  f lowing  under  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  s t r e a m  appeared t o  t a k e  a  c o u r s e  
p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  road f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  b e f o r e  d i s a p p e a r i n g .  For  t h i s  
r eason  we d rove  a l o n g  W e s t f i e l d  Road p a s t  t h e  b r i d g e  and then  bashed i n t o  t h e  s c r u b  
a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  hope of s t r i k i n g  t h e  s i n k .  On t h e  t h i r d  a t t e m p t  I fol lowed 
t h e  s t r e a m  i n t o  a  swampy d e p r e s s i o n ,  where i t  flowed i n t o  a  bank of l o o s e  mud and 
l o g s .  Some s m a l l  muddy cave e n t r a n c e s  were noted bu t  t h e s e  d i d  no t  a p p e a r  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  promis ing.  A b r i e f  look  i n  t h e  s c r u b  behind t h e  s i n k  r e v e a l e d  numerous 
d o l i n e s ,  some of which appear  t o  f i l l  w i t h  w a t e r  d u r i n g  heavy r a i n .  Mud l e v e l s  i n  
t h e  main s i n k  d e p r e s s i o n  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  t imes  i t  t o o  f i l l s  w i t h  w a t e r ,  becoming a  
s m a l l  Lake. Although i t  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p o t ,  d i v i n g  t h e  s i n k  a p p e a r s  
i m p r a c t i c a l .  A complete  t r a v e r s e  from resurgence  t o  s i n k  would t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  be 
i m p o s s i b l e ,  and a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  r a t h e r  f a n c i f u l .  

Rolan Eberhard 
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Real men live in caves - safe 
from sallyi '70s women 
By TRUDI McINTOSH 
MANY men wounded by the 1970s 

wave of feminism, have returned to 
theit primeval cave - a plush, well 
guarded den, equipped with the latest 
high-tech hobbies and total indepen- 
dence, a leading psychologist says. 

Back in the stone-age days, the cave 
offered protection against sabre-tooth 
tigers, and a retreat where man, the 
hunter, returned to be feted by his 
wife and family. 

But a Melbourne psychologist and 
psychotherapist. Mr John Message. 
says today's male dens offer safety 
from psychological threats rather 
than real tigers. 

Relaxing in his own den, a painting. 
lined office with busts of Wagner and 
Beethoven, Mr Message explained 
that the swing back to dens all started 
with the American best-seller Wal 
Men Don't Eat Quiche. 

"Up until then we had the '60s and 
'70s 'peoples movement', part of which 
was the feminism wave, but that book 
really marked the turning point back 
to conservatism and a desire by men, 
wounded in a marriage or relation- 
ship, to find real romance. 

"And I mean romance in the grand 
sense, of Wagner and Shakespeare, 
passion which had been drowned by 
two decades of marital wrangling and 
battling for equality of the sexes. 

"The feminists had a valid case, but 
overstated it, and the result was a 
swing back to more traditional roles, 
matching the swing to conservative 
politics. 

"We now have men valuing the ster- 
eotypic maleness and women valuing 
stereotypic femaleness. It is almost 
chic to be sexually prejudiced again.. . 
pretty cool to be either a male or 
fema!e chauvinist." 

The trouble, Mr Message said, was 
that too many '70s hunters came home 
to a pile of dirty nappies, a tired career 
wife and a host of chores they did not 
want to share. 

"There is a residual of the arche- 
typal hunter buried in every man. We 
men look back with rose-coloured 
glasses on our adolescence, wPen we 
were independent and had the pleas- 
ures of intimacy, sexuality, sensuality. 
and freedom to do the male stereotype 
things.. . be the hunter, if you like. 

"Our lives are either totally predicta- 
ble and boring or horrendously fright- 
ening, depending on our chances of 
survival in a nuclear age. What's miss- 
ing is the middle ground where real 
passion, romance, took place. 

"It's trying to get in touch with the 
magic again, the magic of the hunt, 
climbing mountains, being a VFL star 
or being a Rudolph Nureyev. The den 
is a return to that, a bit like wearing 
medals on your chest, a peg on which 
to hang your identity.:'--_ 

But the 1985 den is far different from 
its '50s predecessor. Instead of stuffed 
moose heads today's trophies are more 
likely to be a $5000 stereo system or a 
$20,000 work of art. 

During the past 15 years many men 
had "graciously acknowledged those 
demands by women for equality in the 
same way that board-room executives 
had bowed to proposals from subordi- 
nates for joint policy-making. 

Men felt the pinch and rebelled, 
retreating to their dens to lick their 
wounds. They had a choice: adopt a 
role of equality, and the result was 
many men became better mothers 
than the mothers, or swing away com- 
pletely. 
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