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A REPORT FROM OUR PRESIDENT....... 

On t h e  s u r f a c e  i t  looked l i k e  a  v e r y  q u i e t ,  o r d i n a r y  year  f o r  t h e  TCC. But 
underneath  t h i n g s  were s t i r r i n g .  The year  s t a r t e d  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  
e x t e n s i v e  passage beyond t h e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  blank w a l l  of Pendant Po t .  Th i s  system 
was f i n a l l y  pushed and surveyed i n t o  t h e  Growling S w a l l e t  sys tem by d i v i n g  a  15 
metre  l o n g  sump. Th is  even t  was followed by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of I n t e s t i n a l  Perfume and 
t h e  s u p e r b  70 met re  China Crisis p i t c h  i n  t h e  I c e  Tube system. Udensala was pushed 
i n  a j o i n t  e f f o r t  w i t h  SCS. 

A c t i v i t y  a t  Ida  Bay was con t inuous  throughout  t h e  year .  Chicken Bone P o t  was 
d i s c o v e r e d  and pushed, a s  was Machete P o t  ( o r  Not Machete P o t ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  may be)  
nex t  t o  Mini Mar t in  which o f f e r e d  good views of t h e  main MM p i t c h .  Many o t h e r  caves  
i n  t h e  a r e a  were d i scovered  such  as Yodelers  P o t  and L i t t l e  Grunt .  

The year  w a s  punctuated w i t h  t h e  t h e f t  of over  112 k i l o m e t r e  of rope  from t h e  
q u a r t e r m a s t e r ' s  s t o r e .  Th i s  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  v e r t i c a l  cav ing  f o r  some months and 
i s  p o s s i b l y  a  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  q u i e t  second h a l f  of t h e  year .  

The TCC goes-overseas-club was i n  vogue w i t h  t h e  "Cave Diving Group" v i s i t i n g  M t  
GamEier and improving TCC's CDAA c e r t i f i c a t e  coun t .  Mexico was v i s i t e d  and t h e  UK 
W B S  a l s o  s u b j e c t e d  t o  some Tasmanian t echn iques .  The year  f i n i s h e d  on a  h i g h  n o t e  
w i t h  d i s c o v e r y  of New F e e l i n g  i n  Growling S w a l l e t  which adds  a n o t h e r  k i l o m e t r e  and 
t a k e s  GS up t o  approx imate ly  11 k i l o m e t r e s .  S e r e n d i p i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow a l t h o u g h  
pushing new ground h e r e  i s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of Tasmanian cav ing .  - 

Speleomania,  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  b i e n n i a l  ASF Conference,  came and went w i t h  t h e  
d i sappoin tment  of s o  few a c t i v e  c a v e r s .  I t  seems o n l y  p r e t t y  caves  hold  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of most of t h e  average  Mainland Caving f r a t e r n i t y .  [Ed n o t e :  Maybe t h e  
o r g a n i s e r s  should  have o rgan i sed  more f i e l d  t r i p s  a s  w e l l  . . . . l  

Our membership c o n t i n u e s  t o  s l i d e  somewhat b u t  i s  probably  due t o  t h e  a r r o g a n c e  o f  
t h e  Major Cl ique!  T h i s  is  u n f o r t u n a t e  b u t  h o p e f u l l y  t h e  coming year  w i l l  s e e  o u r  
e t e r n a l  problem r e c t i f i e d .  
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On behalf  of t h e  TCC a s  a c l u b  I would l i k e  t o  thank Prof Carey f o r  h i s  u n s e l f i s h  
handout a f t e r  h e a r i n g  abou t  t h e  rope  t h e f t .  Also v e r y  much d e s e r v i n g  of our  thanks  
a r e  t h e  s t a f f  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  Newsprint M i l l s  f o r  t h e i r  p a t i e n c e  and unders tand ing ,  
no t  t o  mention t h e i r  d o n a t i o n  t o  c l u b  funds  - may t h e  goodwil l  of  both  concerns  
c o n t i n u e  t o  improve!! Thanks a l s o  t o  Ken B r i t t o n  f o r  welcome re f reshments  a p r e s  
cav ing ,  and Roy f o r  h i s  e a r l y  morning c h e e r f u l l n e s s ,  c o f f e e  and r o l l s  - we wish him 
w e l l  i n  h i s  new v e n t u r e .  The s t a f f  of t h e  Doghouse Hote l  a l s o  d e s e r v e  thanks  f o r  
t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  when s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a r  weekly i n v a s i o n s  by our  crew - 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  a r e  d e p a r t i n g  f o r  q u i e t e r  l i v e s  ( I  wonder why??).  

Trevor Wailes 
P r e s i d e n t  Tasmanian Caverneer ing Club 

TRACK CUTTING I N  THE MINI-MARTIN AREA 

LDA BAY March L9 - A p r i l  2 ,  1985 

A s  p a r t  of a mapping/survey program f o r  the I d a  Bay c a v e s ,  I proposed t o  r u n  a new 
t r a c k  above Roy S k i n n e r ' s  E x i t  t r a c k .  Leaving from t h e  s a d d l e  (behind Benders 
q u a r r y )  between Lune Sugar loaf  and Marble H i l l ,  i t  would f o l l o w  t h e  c o n t a c t  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  s i d e  of Marble H i l l  c o n t o u r i n g  around and p a s t  Chicken Bone Po t  (IB-27) 
e t c .  t o  t h e  Mini Mar t in  a r e a .  I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  a r e a  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  unexplored 
h o l e s  i n c l u d i n g  a s e r i e s  of f i v e  "X" numbered caves  (L000 - 1005) tagged by Gordon 
Taylor  i n  summer o f  1980, which I wanted t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  c u r r r e n t  numbering 
system. Such a new r o u t e  would, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  make MM more a c c e s s a b l e .  By 
s t u d y i n g  a L:5000 d y e l i n e  enlargement  of t h e  new 1:25000 Leprena map s h e e t ,  Tom 
deduced t h a t  a n  e a s i e r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Mini Mar t in  a r e a  would be gained by s t i l l  
f o l l o w i n g  Roy S k i n n e r ' s  t r a c k  (marked w i t h  b l u e  t a p e )  f o r  abou t  LOO0 m e t r e s  t o  j u s t  
p a s t  t h e  second major c r e e k  bed c r o s s i n g ,  150 - 200 m e t r e s  s o u t h  west  o f  t h e  obvious  
rocky k n o l l  a l o n g  t h e  way. 

About 20 - 25 met res  on t h e  E x i t  s i d e  o f  t h e  obvious  ( u s u a l l y  d r y )  c r e e k  bed, a 
red-taped t r a c k  l e a v e s  t h e  blue-taped t r a c k  and b e a r s  towards MM a t  a b o u t  230 
d e g r e e s .  I t  t e r m i n a t e s  a t  Big Tree  Po t  (IB-g), where i t  meets t h e  o l d  Kokoda T r a i l  
( t h e  o r i g i n a l  E x i t  t r a c k  from Mystery Creek Cave). Mini Mar t in  i s  l e s s  t h a n  5 
minutes  away and now o n l y  a 314 hour  walk from t h e  c a r s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  Benders 
Quarry.  Club members a r e  reminded t h a t  a c c e s s  through t h e  q u a r r y  can be o b t a i n e d  
through t h e  quarry Manager (Mr Lindsay Rhodes) and u s u a l l y  t h e r e  i s  no problem f o r  
weekend v i s i t s .  

A p r i l  L0 - With t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  cav ing  v i s i t o r s  from VSA, o u r  new red- taped t r a c k  
was upgraded and a yellow-taped branch t r a c k  extended.  Both t r a c k s  have s i n c e  been 
s l a s h e d  and chain-sawed t o  p rov ide  e a s i e r  walking.  The yellow-taped t r a c k  p rov ides  
a c c e s s  t o  cave numbers IB-35 t o  IB-38 and IB-49. The red-taped t r a c k  i n c l u d e s  a c c e s s  
t o  t h e  Kokoda T r a i l  and IB-7, IB-8 (Mini M a r t i n ) ,  IB-9 (Big  Tree  P o t ) ,  IB-31 
(X-LOOL), LB-32 (X-L002), IB-33 (X-L003 - Machete P o t )  and IB-34 (X-1004 - a 
d r a u g h t i n g  s h a f t  a t  t h e  base  of a s m a l l  d o l i n e  downhi l l  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from Mini 
M a r t i n ) .  

Ar thur  Cla rke  and Tom P o r r i t t  

EASTER EXPEDITION INTO THE CRACROFT A p r i l  5 t o  9 ,  L985 

PARTY: Lindsay Wilson,  Andrew McNeill ,  J e f f  B u t t ,  P h i l l i p  Jackson ,  Sarah Boyle ( a l l  
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SCS), M a r t i n  ? and David ? ( v i s i t o r s ) ,  C h r i s  Davies and Ar thur  C la rke  (TCC). 

The a im o f  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n  was t o  s u r v e y  some e x t e n s i o n s  i n  Judds  Cavern, l o c a t e  
t h e  "Red Route" and known recorded  c a v e s ,  and t o  g e n e r a l l y  e x p l o r e  t h e  s u r f a c e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u r t h e r  sys tems .  C h r i s  Davies wanted t o  check t h e  headwaters  o f  
Burgess Creek and f o o t h i l l s  towards Burgess B luf f  from where s e v e r a l  d e p r e s s i o n s  
have been r e p o r t e d .  I i n t e n d e d  t o  l o c a t e  some d a t a  on t h e  cave fauna  i n  J u d d s ,  
f o l l o w i n g  on t h e  work o f  A l b e r t  Goede and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  1970 ' s .  Due t o  t h e  snow 
damage ( f rom 1983 w i n t e r )  t o  t h e  a c c e s s  t r a c k  from Farmhouse Creek, some t r a c k  
c u t t i n g  / c l e a r i n g  was a l s o  on t h e  agenda.  

Good F r i d a y  - A p r i l  5 ,  1985 

The t r a c k  c u t t i n g  team of  Wilson,  Jackson  and Boyle a t t a c k e d  t h e  r o u t e  w i t h  t h e  
o c c a s i o n a l  whoosh and s l i c e ,  from t h e  f i r s t  ( r o p e d )  Farmhouse Creek Cross ing .  Due t o  
i t s  f r e q u e n t  u s e  by F e d e r a t i o n  Peak bound bushwackers, t h e  F o r e s t r y  Commission had 
employed some t r a c k  c u t t e r s  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r  t o  remove some of t h e  w o r s t  overhanging 
s c r u b .  The SCS team a t t a c k e d  t h e  t r a c k  i n  e a r n e s t  from where t h e  F o r e s t r y  crew 
f i n i s h e d ,  i e  from 200 m e t r e s  b e f o r e  t h e  second Farmhouse Creek c r o s s i n g  and a l o n g  t o  
t h e  M t  Bobs 1 Lake Sydney t u r n o f f .  

Chr i s  went n o r t h  from t h e  P i c t o n  / C r a c r o f t  s a d d l e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  e l u s i v e  
d e p r e s s i o n s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  went on towards t h e  C r a c r o f t .  I had a  b r i e f  l o o k  a t  Icebox 
(C-15, f o r m e r l y  known a s  Four Tape)  t h e n  found t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  t h e  Red Tape 
Track.  

The e v e n i n g ' s  e x e r c i s e  w a s  a  pho tograph ic  / s u r v e y i n g  j a u n t  i n t o  Judds  from t h e  
camps i t e  o u t s i d e .  Approx. 250 m e t r e s  i n  from t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  a  new h i g h  l e v e l  passage 
c a l l e d  "Route 66"  heads  o f f  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  Th i s  h i g h l y  d e c o r a t i v e  passage v a r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t  from 2.5  m e t r e s  a t  i t s  n o r t h e r n  end t o  15 m e t r e s  p l u s  and 25 m e t r e s  wide ,  and 
a l o n g  i t s  210 m e t r e  l e n g t h  a r e  numerous p o o l s ,  f a l s e  f l o o r s ,  moonmilk-like d e p o s i t s ,  
c a l c i f i e d  mud, abundant s t r a w s  and a  pendulum chamber (nick-named "The Bowling 
A l l e y " ,  though n o t  a s  l a r g e  a s  E x i t ' s  "Ballroom" specimen ..... t h e r e  a r e  dozens  of 
them). A t  i t s  s o u t h e r n  end t h e r e  i s  a  s c r e e  s l o p e  l e a d i n g  up t o  masses of  t r e e  
r o o t s  and a  narrow d r a u g h t i n g  passage  which descends  some 20 m e t r e s  o r  more t o  a  
c l i f f - e d g e d  l a k e .  

S a t u r d a y  - A p r i l  6 ,  1985 

The "Red Route" was l o c a t e d  j u s t  s o u t h  of  t h e  Judds  Creek camps i t e .  Fol lowing up 
a  s t e e p  K a r s t  r i d g e  w i t h  r i l l e n / k a r r e n  f e a t u r e s  we headed f o r  M a t c h l i g h t  Cavern. 
En-route we branched o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and bottomed a  1 3  m e t r e  s h a f t .  Th i s  proved 
good measure f o r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  a r t  of SRT f o r  t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d  few. Below t h e  
p i t c h  was a  small chamber l e a d i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  s h o r t  ( 4  m e t r e )  d rop .  The cave was 
nur'bered C-16, t h i s  be ing  d u l y  engraved i n t o  " . . . .a  humungous g r e a t  L a u r e l "  n e a r  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  and h e n c e f o r t h  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "Humungous L a u r e l  Hole". 

M a t c h l i g h t  Cavern (C-2) was t r u l y  a  pho tographers  d e l i g h t !  C h r i s  Davies w i t h o u t  
h i s  cap  lamp r e l i v e d  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  d i s c o v e r e r ' s  f e a t !  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  f l o o r  
c o l l a p s e s  were i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  a  few showing promise f o r  f u t u r e  d e s c e n t .  The r e d  
t r a c k  was fol lowed a g a i n  o u t  t o  a  s a d d l e  where s e v e r a l  s h a f t s  were s e e n ,  t h e  most 
promis ing o f  which was re- taped and t e n t a t i v e l y  g i v e n  t h e  number C-10. ( T h i s  s h a f t  
i s  one of  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  combined TCC/NUCC/UQSS t r i p  i n t o  t h e  C r a c r o f t  i n  
1980.)  Heading wes t  we l o c a t e d  C-6 which,  l i k e  S k u l l  Cave (C-7), r e p o r t e d l y  y i e l d e d  
T h y l a c i n e  remains  when f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d .  Cont inuing i n  a  l o o p  we passed C-5, C-4 
and C-3 back t o  M a t c h l i g h t ,  t h e n  o n t o  t h e  camps i t e  v i a  some s u p e r b  views of  s u n s e t  
o v e r  F e d e r a t i o n  Peak and M t  Hopetoun. 
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Sa tu rday  even ing  found u s  on o u r  r e g u l a r  s o j o u r n  i n t o  Judds .  Cons ide r ing  t h e  
number of  caves  and d o l i n e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  t h e  Judds  Cavern sys tem,  we a g r e e d  t o  
c o n c e n t r a t e  o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  l o c a t i n g  e x t e n s i o n s ,  i f  any,  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  (LHS on 
t h e  way i n ) .  I t  was t o  be a  n i g h t  o f  s e v e r a l  s t a r t l i n g  d i s c o v e r i e s .  Andrew McNeill 
d i s c o v e r e d  a  narrow f i s s u r e  c l imbing  nor thwards  i n  t h e  C-2 ( M a t c h l i g h t  Cavern) 
d i r e c t i o n .  Near t h e  aven  shown on t h e  TCC / March L974 s u r v e y ,  I found a f i s s u r e  
t r e n d i n g  i n i t i a l l y  a t  340 d e g r e e s  i n t o  a  t i g h t  r i f t  0 . 3  t o  0 . 5  m e t r e s  wide t h e n  a t  
O L O  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  g r a v e l l y  streambed w i t h  a  20 cm a i r - b l a s t e d  pop-hole e n c r u s t e d  
w i t h  c a l c i f i e d  c l a y .  Through t h i s  blowhole cou ld  be s e e n  a n  aven- l ike  chamber 
l i t t e r e d  w i t h  bones,  b u t  w i t h o u t  some d i g g i n g  t o o l  p r o g r e s s  was h a l t e d .  While 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  n e a r  a  s m a l l  s i d e  s t r e a m  i n  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  pasage of  J u d d s ,  Sa rah  
r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  what looked l i k e  a b a t  r o o s t i n g  on a  w a l l .  Fol lowing t h i s  chamber 
up a  bank o f  f i n e  red  s o i l  we found t h e  remains  o f  f o u r  b a t  s k e l e t o n s  of  v a r y i n g  
body l e n g t h ,  p l u s  t h e  v e r y  dead one a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  w a l l  w i t h  f u r  s t i l l  c l i n g i n g  t o  
i t s  bones.  

We f i n i s h e d  t h e  evening w i t h  a  b r i e f  l o o k  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s i p h o n ,  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  camps i t e  t o  r a i d  Jacko  ' S  wine cask!  ! 

Sunday - A p r i l  7 ,  L985 

Mar t in  and David headed f o r  home v i a  C r a c r o f t  J u n c t i o n  b u t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
camps i t e  a f t e r  f i n d i n g  M t  Hopetoun was g e t t i n g  c l o s e r  r a t h e r  than  f u r t h e r  behind!!  
A f t e r  numerous e x t r a  cups of  t e a ,  we a l l  headed n o r t h  p a s s i n g  a  s m a l l  pool w i t h  a n  
underwate r  s o l u t i o n  tube .  We s p l i t  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t i e s .  ....... o r  two and a  b i t .  
J a c k o  and Sarah  went down t h e  e a s t e r n  bank of t h e  South C r a c r o f t  l o o k i n g  f o r  
p o s s i b l e  r e s u r g e n c e s .  Andrew, L i n s a y ,  J e f f  and C h r i s  fo l lowed around t h e  base  of 
t h e  l i m e s t o n e  up a  g u l l y  below and n o r t h  of  t h e  "Red Route".  The e x t r a  b i t  went 
n o r t h  e a s t  and g o t  bushed i n  some "humungous h o r i z o n t a l " ,  then  headed e a s t  from t h e  
d o l e r i t e  back t o  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  and r o t t e n  l o g  r a i n  f o r e s t ,  r e j o i n i n g  t h e  o t h e r s .  
J e f f  and C h r i s  were y e l l i n g  from one d i r e c t i o n  and Lindsay from t h e  o t h e r .  
Something a b o u t  s h a f t s !  ! 

A f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  and t iming  t h e  d e s c e n t  of  odd cobb les  and s t o n e s ,  some 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  ensued a s  t o  how t o  de te rmine  t h e  d e p t h  of  a  s h a f t  g i v e n  t h e  
measured t ime i t  took a  descend ing  o b j e c t  t o  s t o p  ( f rom f a l l i n g ! ) .  Discoun t ing  t h e  
f i r s t  fo rmula ,  S  = VoT + L / ~ ( ~ T ~  ) ,  we op ted  f o r  a  s i m p l e r  c a l c u l a t i o n .  To c u t  a  
l o n g  s t o r y  s h o r t ,  we reckoned we had a  d e p t h  of  between 40 and 60 m e t r e s  i n  huge 8  
met re  by 2 m e t r e  f i s s u r e  s h a f t ,  bounded on one s i d e  w i t h  a  mass ive  v e i n  of  c a l c i t e  
40 cm wide,  runn ing  f u l l  l e n g t h  of t h e  f i s s u r e .  We had found C-17. Heading s o u t h  
wes t  some 60 m e t r e s  we found Lindsay b e s i d e  a n  e q u a l l y  i m p r e s s i v e  e n t r a n c e  s h a f t ,  
p o s s i b l y  30 m e t r e s  deep ,  i n  a  L4 met re  l o n g  f i s s u r e  r i f t  w i t h  a  r o t t e n  l o g  b r i d g e .  
Was t h i s  t o  be "Wally 's  Wallow"? The e n t r a n c e  was taped and g iven  t h e  number C-18. 
Why d i d n ' t  we b r i n g  some SRT g e a r  t o d a y ? ?  

The even ing  was s p e n t  wa tch ing  Jacko  bow-saw t h e  pumpkin f o r  d i n n e r ,  t h e n  w i t h  
b e l l i e s  f u l l  t r o t t i n g  o f f  i n t o  Judds  a g a i n .  Armed w i t h  a  G-pick, J e f f ,  Lindsay,  
Andrew and myself went i n t o  t h e  d r a u g h t i n g  "Blow-Hole F i s s u r e " .  While Andrew 
surveyed t h e  f i s s u r e ,  Lindsay t r i e d  i n  v a i n  t o  keep h i s  c a r b i d e  a l i g h t  a s  I e n l a r g e d  
t h e  pop-hole, surrounded by "dancing"  w e t t a s .  Once through we were a t  t h e  base  o f  a  
L5 - 20 m e t r e  c o b b l e  f l o o r e d  aven ,  s t r e w n  w i t h  bones l i t e r a l l y  forming a bed up t o  
L5cm deep,  ma in ly  c o n s i s t i n g  of m a r s u p i a l  remains .  One s i d e  of  t h i s  "Cemetery 
S h a f t "  r e v e a l e d  a  n e a t  l i t t l e  heap of  minu te  bones,  s k u l l s  e t c . ,  most o f  which were 
incomple te ,  e g ,  t h e  base  and r e a r  end o f  t h e  s k u l l s  were m i s s i n g .  These mammalian 
remains  belonged t o  r o d e n t s  and t h e  s m a l l e r  i n s e c t i v o r o u s  d a s y u r i d s ,  commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  as "marsup ia l  mice".  Rodent s p e c i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Swamp Ra t  
( R a t t u s  l u t r e o l u s )  and t h e  Long T a i l e d  Mouse (Pseudomys h i g g i n s i ) .  The d a s y u r i d  
specimens c o l l e c t e d  were main ly  Swamp Antechinus  (Antechinus  minimus) and one Dusky 



SPELEO SPIEL NO. 206 PAGE 5 
JUNE, 1985 PAY YOUR SUBS o r  NO MORE SPIELS a f t e r  t h i s  o n e ! ! ! !  

Antechinus  (Antech inus  s w a i n o n i i ) .  Larger  bones from t h e  marsup ia l  "bed" were 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  be long ing  t o  t h e  Red-necked ( B e n n e t t ' s )  Wallaby (Macropus r u f o g r i s e u s )  
and t h e  Common B r u s h t a i l  Possum ( T r i c h o s u r u s  v u l p e c u l a ) .  

Exp lo r ing  a  c o n n e c t i n g  f i s s u r e  and muddy s t r e a m  passage ,  t h r e e  of  u s  (L indsay ,  
J e f f  and m y s e l f )  f ree-c l imbed t h e  s i d e  of t h e  aven  from "Cemetery S h a f t "  up abou t  L0 
m e t r e s  t o  walk i n t o  t h e  base  of  a n  even b i g g e r  aven 10 m e t r e s  wide and e s t i m a t e d  i n  
e x c e s s  of 30 m e t r e s  h igh .  We found t h e  complete  s k e l e t o n  of a n o t h e r  "hopper" which 
a l s o  appeared t o  be a  B e n n e t t ' s  Wallaby. The f a r  s i d e  of  t h i s  aven  was bordered by a  
"canyon",  L .5  m e t r e s  wide a t  i t s  na r rowes t  p o i n t .  Br idg ing  t h i s ,  Lindsay and I 
found o u r s e l v e s  walking i n t o  y e t  a n o t h e r  aven  one s i d e  of which dropped o f f  a b o u t  8 
m e t r e s  i n t o  sandy f l o o r e d  s e r p e n t i n e  passage ,  which would need r i g g i n g  t o  r each .  
D e p a r t i n g  from t h i s  new e x t e n s i o n ,  Lindsay and Andrew went o u t  t o  h e l p  Jacko  w i t h  
some s u r v e y  work, w h i l e  J e f f  and I c o n t i n u e d  upst ream i n  Judds  t o  t h e  "Bat Passage" .  

Climbing a  narrow s h u t e  o u t  of t h e  r e d  s o i l  passage ,  we found o u r s e l v e s  i n  a  l a r g e  
breakdown chamber w i t h  many more b a t  remains .  These v a r i e d  i n  s i z e  and s t a t e  of 
decay ,  some w i t h  f u r  and one ( 5  cm l o n g )  s t i l l  i n  i t s  r o o s t i n g  p o s i t i o n  on a  w a l l .  
Doing a  rough Suunto s u r v e y ,  we exp lo red  t h e  v a r i o u s  l e a d s  from t h i s  chamber below a 
s m a l l  aven.  One s i d e  passage was v e r y  d e c o r a t i v e  and a s  we crawled a l o n g  i t s  muddy 
f l o o r e d  base  Fowards a n  aven  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  main Judds Cavern streamway, we 
read a n  0 b s c e n i . t ~  some prev ious  v i s i t o r  had i n s c r i b e d  i n t o  t h e  f l o o r .  Perhaps  t h a t  
pe r son  h a s  been d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  h im/her - se l f  f o r  b reak ing  some fo rmat ion! !  Back i n t o  
t h e  breakdown chamber we fol lowed a n o t h e r  l e a d  back i n t o  t h e  " b a t  passage"  through a  
r o c k f a l l  a r e a .  The t h i r d  l e a d  fol lowed a  muddylwet f l o o r e d  passage p a s t  l a r g e  
c o l l a p s e  b locks  i n t o  a  s p i r a l l i n g  p h r e a t i c  tube  ( l i t e r a l l y  shaped l i k e  a  co rksc rew)  
w i t h  a  c e i l i n g  of  " f l u t e d  d r o o p s " .  Amongst t h e  g r a v e l  s l u s h  were numerous s m a l l  
p i e c e s  of c a l c i t e  and c h a r c o a l  ( ? ? ) .  This  p h r e a t i c  passage e v e n t u a l l y  narrowed i n t o  
a  muddied g r a v e l l y  tube  which then  con t inued  h o r i z o n t a l l y  a s  a  c rawl .  Being abou t  2 
am we dec ided  t o  g i v e  +it a  miss f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  s i n c e  o u r  l i g h t s  were dimming. 

1 

Amongst t h e  f o u r t e e n  p l u s  b a t  s k e l e t o n s  found,  t h r e e  s p e c i e s  have been p o s i t i v l e y  
i d e n t i f i e d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Chocola te  Wat t led  Bat  (Cha l ino lobus  mor io ) ,  t h e  Larne  . . 
F o r e s t  E p t e s i c u s  ( E p t e s i c u s  s a g i t t u l a )  and t h e  King River  E p t e s i c u s  ( E p t e s i c u s  
r e g u l u s ) .  Also i n  t h i s  a r e a  weke numerous wetas  and a  Hickmania, which s u g g e s t  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l  and some s u r f a c e  connec t ion .  J e f f ,  a s  a  m e t e o r o l o g i s t ,  
s u g g e s t e d  d o i n g  some c l i m a t o l o g y  r e a d i n g s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether  
t h e  a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  warmer t h a n  normal. 

Monday - A p r i l  8 ,  1985 

An e a r l y  morning s t a r t  up  t o  t h e  C-17 / C-L8 h o l e s  w i t h  SRT g e a r ,  s u r v e y  g e a r  and 
t r a c k  marking t a p e .  A t  t h e  C-l7 f i s s u r e ,  a f t e r  a  ground t r a v e r s e  from M a t c h l i g h t  
Cavern,  t h e  p i t c h  was r i g g e d  from t h e  base  of a  15 cm t h i c k  C e l e r y  Top P i n e  b e s i d e  
t h e  c a l c i t e  v e i n .  The f i s s u r e  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  two p a r a l l e l  p i t c h e s  by a l i m e s t o n e  
a r c h .  Jacko  and Lindsay a b s e i l e d  down t h e  4 6  m e t r e  p i t ,  which l e a d  o f f  i n  two 
d i r e c t i o n s .  The f i r s t  winding passage  l e a d  t o  t h e  sandy f l o o r e d  passage Lindsay and 
I had s e e n  from t h e  "Cemetery S h a f t "  r e g i o n  of Judds  t h e  p rev ious  even ing .  The 
o t h e r  passage  branched o f f  t o  connec t  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  Judds  Cavern v i a  t h e  i n c l i n e d  
f i s s u r e  Andrew McNeill had been i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  The base  of t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  was 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a g a i n  and found t o  l e a d  t o  a n o t h e r  s m a l l  p i t c h  and passage  head ing  
towards S k u l l  Cave ( C - 7 ) .  

We d e p a r t e d  from t h e  C r a c r o f t  i n  d r i b s  and d r a b s ,  w i t h  p l e n t y  of  e a g e r n e s s  t o  
r e t u r n  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  Between t h e  f i r s t  and second c r o s s i n g s  o f  Farmhouse 
Creek we counted i n  e x c e s s  of 350 l o g s  t h a t  one had t o  make a  c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  
e i t h e r  s t e p  o r  c l imb  o v e r ! !  
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Subsequent e x p l o r a t i o n  by SCS has  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  C-L8 i n v o l v e s  a  26 m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  
p i t c h  l e a d i n g  o f f  t o  some 400 m e t r e s  of s t r e a m  passage  runn ing  p a r a l l e l  t o  and n o r t h  
o f  Judds  Cavern. 

Ar thur  C la rke  

LOST POT 

PARTY: Lee Douglas,  Martyn Carnes ,  Nick Hume and Trevor  Wailes 

T h i s  was a  t r i p  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  new member ( ! ) ,  remind Trev how t o  p r u s i k ,  s c a r e  
Nick Hume and s i c k e n  Martyn. Rumour had i t  t h a t  L o s t  Po t  was a  goer  i f  somewhat 
l o o s e .  

We assembled a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  d r e s s  and g e a r  up. Martyn and myself e n t e r e d  t o  
s t a r t  r i g g i n g  w h i l e  Nick took c a r e  of Lee i n  t h e  new modif ied  TCC f a s h i o n .  A s h o r t  
c l imb  down a  s t e e p  mud bank l e d  t o  a  chamber where a  h a n d l i n e  was r i g g e d  f o r  t h e  L0 
met re  d r o p  i n t o  a n o t h e r  chamber. A s t r e t c h  o f  narrow s e r p e n t i n e  l e d  o n t o  t h e  second 
p i t c h  where Martyn and I w a i t e d  f o r  a  hanger  c a r r i e d  by Nick. We amused o u r s e l v e s  by 
throwing rocks  i n t o  t h e  chasm t h a t  was t h e  b i g  3rd  p i t c h  - a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  one 
we s a t  a t  t h e  t o p  o f .  Th i s  b i g  p i t c h  c a l l e d  "G Force"  was 70 m e t r e s  l o n g  and hence 
b i g  enough t o  a l l o w  r o c k s  t o  s p i r a l  and make a  r e a l l y  g r e a t  r o a r i n g  sound b e f o r e  
c r a s h i n g  i n t o  t h e  d e p t h s  below. Nick and Lee d u l y  a r r i v e d  and t h e  second p i t c h  was 
r i g g e d  t o  t h e  s p a c i o u s  l e d g e  o v e r l o o k i n g  G Force .  A s  Nick r i g g e d  t h e  p i t c h  Martyn 
and I he lped  Lee i n t o  h e r  p r u s i k  g e a r  a s  t h i s  was a s  f a r  a s  s h e  would go. She had 
t h e  o p t i o n  of  w a i t i n g  on t h e  l e d g e  f o r  us  o r  heading o u t  on h e r  own. She w i s e l y  
op ted  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  a s  i t  could  have been a  l o n g  c o l d  w a i t .  

The p i t c h  had a  r e b e l a y ,  and a  kno t  30 m e t r e s  down. The r e b e l a y  o u t  of s i g h t  
round a  f l a k e  o f  rock  gave a  f r e e h a n g  of  abou t  67 m e t r e s  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  kno t  t o  worry  
a b o u t .  Nick descended,  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  t h e  rope  a s  he went.  The f o u r t h  p i t c h  of  7  
m e t r e s  was r i g g e d  and descended and we d e k i t t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  l a k e .  The l a k e  a p p e a r s  
t o  be a  suspended s t a t i c  sump of  unknown d e p t h  o r  l e n g t h ,  bu t  w i t h  a  t u r q u o i s e  hue 
l o o k s  deep.  A f t e r  ducking under t h e  archway i n t o  t h e  r o c k f a l l  chamber we fo l lowed  
t h e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  p rev ious  e x p l o r a t i o n  l i m i t  i n  some a l a r m i n g l y  l o o s e  t a l u s .  A s  I 
squeezed th rough  a  s l o t  i n t o  a  t a l u s  chamber, I d i s t u r b e d  some s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s i z e d  
b locks  which took t o  Nick l i k e  a n  o l d  f r i e n d .  The h o l e  Nick was s t a n d i n g  i n  was 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  b u t  he l e v i t a t e d  h imse l f  and c l u n g  t o  t h e  t a l u s  above 
him w i t h  what appeared t o  be r a z o r - l i k e  c laws s i m i l a r  t o  a  c a t .  I n  t h e  wet chamber 
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d u s t  b u t  when i t  s e t t l e d  Martyn and Nick looked q u i t e  c r a z e d  and 
d e c i d i n g  t h e  l e a d  w a s n ' t  wor th  dy ing  f o r ,  w e  evacua ted  t h i s  r a t h e r  u n s t a b l e  a r e a .  
Nick and Martyn poked around i n  t h e  r o c k p i l e  some more w h i l e  I p repared  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e  s u r f a c e .  The b i g  p i t c h  i s  i n c r e d i b l e ,  t h e  s h a f t  perhaps  7  met res  wide seems t o  
ascend  t o  t h e  heavens ,  t h e  rope  hanging 1 / 2  metre  from t h e  w a l l  a f f o r d s  a  
comfor tab le  e a s y  p r u s i k  w i t h  t h e  t o p  and base  obscured f o r  most of  t h e  a s c e n t .  A t  
l e n g t h  I r e g a i n e d  t h e  s u r f a c e  and found Lee q u i t e  happy w i t h  what s h e  had done. 
Martyn and Nick were l e f t  t o  d e r i g  and w i t h  t ime p r e s s i n g ,  Lee and I s e t  o f f  f o r  t h e  
c a r s .  Ra the r  t h a n  f o l l o w  t h e  taped r o u t e  i n t o  t h e  S e r e n d i p  v a l l e y  we s t r u c k  o u t  
bush bash ing  towards  A s t e r o i d  P o t ,  which a f t e r  n o t i n g  s e v e r a l  new h o l e s ,  w e  
r eached .  On r e f l e c t i o n  o u r  r o u t e  back was n o t  much of  a n  advan tage  o v e r  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  t r a c k .  I t  seemed a  l o n g  t ime  b e f o r e  Nick and f i n a l l y  a  h a r a s s e d  Martyn 
emerged from t h e  bush back a t  t h e  c a r s .  

T h i s  cave i s  w o r t h , a  t r i p  f o r  t h e  b i g  p i t c h  a l o n e  - i t  must be one of t h e  b e s t  i n  
Tasmania. 

Trevor  Wai les  
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I D A  BAY 25 May, L985 

PARTY: Chr i s  Davies ,  Ar thur  C la rke  and Andrew Briggs  

Ida  Bay has  l o t s  of scope  f o r  good v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  and w i t h  t h e  advan tage  of  n o t  
hav ing  t o  r u s h  back through " t h e  g a t e " ,  t h i s  makes f o r  a  r e l a x e d  day.  While t h e  
s h a f t s  a t  I d a  Bay might n o t  have t h e  d e p t h  o r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l o n g  t r i p s ,  t h e y  s t i l l  
p rov ide  good t r i p s !  Th i s  t r i p  was t o  show Chr i s  a  promis ing s h a f t  t h a t  J e a n i n e  and 
myself had p a r t l y  exp lo red  t h e  p rev ious  weekend. On t h a t  t r i p  I had r u n  o u t  of  r o p e  
a b o u t  6 m e t r e s  o f f  t h e  bottom of  a  f o r t y  met re  h o l e .  Although t h e r e  appeared t o  be 
no f u r t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  i t  was worth  a  r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  even i f  j u s t  f o r  t h e  photos  and 
t h e  s p o r t .  

While t r y i n g  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h i s  s h a f t ,  Chr i s  and myself had found a  f u r t h e r  t h r e e  
e n t r a n c e s ,  one  of  which had a  p i t c h  of  20 m e t r e s .  It was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  Ar thur  
C la rke  jo ined  u s ,  having hea rd  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  t r i p  on. He informed u s  both  t h a t  
two of t h e  e n t r a n c e s  we had found were a l r e a d y  known. I t h e n  went down t h e  20 m e t r e  
p i t c h  t o  t a k e  some photos and s u r v e y  t h e  s h a f t  f o r  A r t h u r .  The cave was d u l y  
numbered IB-39 and turned o u t  t o  be L9 met res  deep.  The t h i r d  h o l e  was s i m i l a r  t o  
JF-341 and a f t e r  some p e r s i s t e n t  d i g g i n g  by Chr i s  and myse l f ,  I was a b l e  t o  squeeze  
i n  t h e  narrow f i s s u r e  we had exposed.  The cave choked o f f  a t  L0 met res  and i s  now 
numbered IB-40. 

A f t e r  a  s h o r t  adjournment  f o r  lunch  I l o c a t e d  t h e  s h a f t  found p r e v i o u s l y .  We had 
t o  j o i n  a  s h o r t  rope  t o  my 40 m e t r e  r o p e  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  bottom t o  be reached .  We a l l  
descended t h e  p i t c h ,  t h e  kno t  s t i r r i n g  memories o f  Mini-Martin. The h o l e  was 
t e r m i n a l  w i t h  no f u r t h e r  l e a d s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  worth  t h e  v i s i t  i f  o n l y  t o  
s e e  t h e  mangled r a t  a t  t h e  bottom! The p i t c h  tu rned  o u t  CO be 42.75 m e t r e s ,  t h e  
whole cave be ing  a b o u t  45 m e t r e s  deep.  A 5 met re  s t a l  r e s i d i n g  a t  t h e  bottom made a  
prominent landmark f o r  t h e  s u r v e y .  More photography ensued and we then  made a  h a s t y  
e x i t  t o  avo id  be ing  gassed by t h e  decomposing r a t .  

We had a  guided t o u r  of  t h e  E x i t  H i l l  by cap  lamp and a f t e r  r e a c h i n g  t h e  Q u a r r y  a  
v i s i t  t o  En t rance  Cave was i n  o r d e r .  A g r o v e l  i n  t h e  mud and a  q u i c k  i n s p e c t i o n  of  
t h e  i n n e r  e n t r a n c e  was a  good way t o  f i n i s h  o f f  t h e  day .  Ar thur  went home t o  g e t  
some s u r v e y s  and photos w h i l e  we wa i ted  i n  t h e  Dover Pub. H i s  r e t u r n  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
t h e  s h a f t  we had c a l l e d  R a t s a c  Po t  was none o t h e r  t h a n  Holocaust  found by S t e f a n  and 
Rolan i n  L98L. I t  i s  now numbered IB-45. A good day was had by a l l ! !  

Andrew Br iggs  

COSMIC EXPERIENCES BEYOND THE ASTEROIDS 30 May, L985 

PARTY:Martyn Carnes and Nick Hume 

We v i s i t e d  "As te ro id  P o t "  t o  show Martyn t h e  r e s u l t s  of d i g g i n g  performed by Rolan 
and myself  some two weeks p r i o r .  Then fol lowed t h e  pink t a p e s  up t o  "Rolan 's  Hole",  
t h a t  promis ing s h a f t  t h a t  bottomed o u t  a t  8 0  o r  90 m e t r e s  on t h e  same t r i p .  
Cont inuing f u r t h e r  up t h e  v a l l e y  we ( b l u e )  t aped  up t o  Los t  Po t  i n  s e a r c h  o f  T r e v ' s ,  
q u o t e  " . . . r e s p e c t a b l e  t e n  met re  s h a f t s . . . " .  These ,  q u o t e  " . . . r e s p e c t a b l e  t e n  met re  
s h a f t s . . . "  tu rned  o u t  t o  be p i d d l i n g  s l o t s  t h a t  cou ld  be f reec l imbed  t o  u n w i l l i n g  
o l d  chokes  a t  a l l  of  5 met res  from t h e  s u r f a c e !  

We s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  combed t h e  h i l l t o p  and s l o p e s  n o r t h  of  L o s t  P o t ,  amongst 
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o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i m e s t o n e  b l u f f s ,  t o  t h e  r i d g e  above S laugh te rhouse  Po t  and 
Trapdoor S w a l l e t ,  p rob ing  a  few more p i d d l i n g  h o l e s .  

Taking a  south-west  b e a r i n g ,  s t a r t i n g  j u s t  above "Rolan ' s  Hole" ,  we headed o f f  
towards Growling f o r  y e t  more bush-bashing.  A hundred met res  on w e  encoun te red  a  
choked d o l i n e  t h a t  h e l d  a  t e n  met re  s h a f t  on i t s  s l o p e s .  Th i s  was checked by Martyn 
w h i l e  I snoozed! An i n i t i a l  t e n  met re  p i t c h  i n t o  a n  e n l a r g i n g  chamber l e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  a  second s i m i l a r  d r o p  i n t o  choked r i f t .  Climbing i n t o  t h e  r i f t  r e v e a l e d  a  l a r g e  
f l o w s t o n e  chamber p robab ly  l o c a t e d  below t h e  bottom of  t h e  d o l i n e .  No f u r t h e r  l e a d s  
were  for thcoming.  

We e v e n t u a l l y  jo ined  McCallums Track n e a r  t h e  " b r i d g e "  below Growling and dec ided  
t o  check t h e  f o s s i l  v a l l e y  t h a t  used t o  t a k e  t h e  Growling s t r e a m  s o  many moons ago.  
Trev had opined " . . .There ' s  something b i g  down t h e r e . . . "  and indeed we d i d  f i n d  b i g  
........ l o g  chokes ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  e l s e .  We escaped "The V a l l e y "  t o  do something 
u s e f u l  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  day.  

Nick Hume 

SERENDIPITY 9 June ,  L985 

PARTY: Trevor  Wai les ,  S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard ,  Martyn Carnes and Nick Hume 

F i v e  o f  u s  headed o f f  t o  S e r e n d i p  on t h e  Sunday, f o r  want of something b e t t e r  t o  
do.  Trev had a r r a n g e d  a l a t e  p e r m i t ,  b u t  even s o ,  we s t i l l  o n l y  had t ime t o  do t h e  
downstream l e a d s .  

Rigging went f a i r l y  smoothly ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  by S t e f ,  Martyn and m y s e l f ,  w h i l e  Rolan 
and Trev fo l lowed  behind d o i n g  some photography. Our r e c u r r e n t  n igh tmares  of  t h a t  
s l a b  above p i t c h  two p e e l i n g  o f f ,  f o r t u n a t e l y  ( a g a i n )  d i d n ' t  come t o  f r u i t i o n .  Trev 
took  a  l i t t l e  t ime c r o s s i n g  a  kno t  t h a t  was annoy ing ly  unavo idab le  n e a r  t h e  bottom 
o f  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h .  I t i e d  T r e v ' s  l o n g  l o s t  Tekna t o  t h e  bottom o f  t h i s  p i t c h ,  a  
p r a c t i c a l  joke  t h a t  h e  took some o f f e n s e  a t .  We headed o f f  a s  a  group.  

S t e f  checked t h e  wet tube  t h a t  t a k e s  t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  w a t e r .  Th i s  l e d  t o  a n  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  where downstream h e  found a  s i d e  l e a d  c o n t a i n i n g  some two hundred 
met res  of p r e v i o u s l y  unknown passage .  F u r t h e r  downstream t h e  wa te r  d i s a p p e a r s  i n t o  
a  t i g h t  tube  t h a t  h e  r e p o r t e d  a s  be ing  q u i t e  t e r m i n a l .  

Meantime t h e  r e s t  of  u s  photographed o u r  way t o  t h e  s e p a r a t e  s t r e a m  j u n c t i o n ,  t h e n  
downstream towards t h e  sump. A t u b e  o n  t h e  l e f t  w a l l  t a k i n g  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d r a f t  
e v e n t u a l l y  r e c o n n e c t s  upst ream n e a r  t h e  French Connection.  We went up t h i s  tube  f o r  
some 60 m e t r e s  t o  a  r o c k p i l e  on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e .  Here we checked a  l e a d  t h a t  I, 
had s e e n  on a  p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  Squirming through t h e  b locks  l e d  us  t o  s o l i d  w a l l  b u t  
a  narrow r i f t  con t inued  on. Rolan checked t h i s  b u t  found i t  blocked w i t h  mud a f t e r  
a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  

Leaving we con t inued  on downstream f o r  a  l o o k ,  a s  w a t e r  l e v e l s  were v e r y  low. The 
streamway g e t s  sudden ly  s m a l l e r  and I ended up c r a w l i n g  a l o n g  a  t i g h t  uncomfor table  
f l a t t e n e r  t o  a p o i n t  where I cou ld  s e e  a  s h a l l o w  sump pool .  The a n g l e d  bedding 
p l a n e  roof  r e a c h e s  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  A remote p o s s i b i l i t y  a s  a  d i v e ,  
though i t  would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  n a s t y .  

The o t h e r s  checked some s m a l l  l e a d s  w h i l e  I looked a t  a  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p l o r e d  wet  
aven.  Climbing up q u i t e  h i g h  I was s topped  by a n  overhang ing  t i g h t  i n l e t  r i f t  t h a t  
was i s s u i n g  a  few measly  d r o p s  of  w a t e r .  R e t u r n i n g ,  I took a  n i c e  l i t t l e  sc reamer  
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i n  t h e  r o c k p i l e  below t h e  bottom p i t c h  - a  good buzz! !  

We c o l l e c t e d  S t e f a n  and headed o u t ,  d o i n g  t h e  u s u a l  h o r r i b l e  d e r i g g i n g  t h i n g  on 
t h e  way. S t e f  checked a  l e a d  immediate ly  a f t e r  ( o n  t h e  way o u t )  C a s t i g a t i o n  Crawl. 
Th i s  "ox-bowed" back t o  t h e  s t r e a m  passage  n e a r  t h e  second p i t c h  and may be a  
p r e f e r a b l e  r o u t e  i n  f u t u r e ,  a s  i t  bypasses  most of t h e  w o r s t  of " C a s t i g a t i o n " .  

Nick Hume 

CAVE NUMBERING I N  THE FLORENTINE VALLEY 

The f o l l o w i n g  caves  were numbered on June  30, 1985 ( a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wet and 
u n p l e a s a n t  d a y )  by Rolan Eberhard and Adrienne Van Sch ie .  I n  a d d i t i o n  a  s u r f a c e  
s u r v e y  c o n n e c t i n g  A s t e r o i d  P o t ,  The Dungeon and Armadi l lo  Po t  was under taken .  All 
caves  a r e  rough ly  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  S e r e n d i p i t y ,  sp read  from A s t e r o i d  P o t  n e a r  t h e  
tu rn -o f f  from t h e  packhorse  t r a c k ,  t o  Punishment Po t  and o t h e r s  a t  t h e  upper  l i m i t  
o f  t h e  l i m e s t o n e .  The d e p t h  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  a r e a  i s  e x c e l l e n t  and a  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  S e r e n d i p i t y  i s  a n  e x c i t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  
e n t r a n c e s  a r e  choked a t  r e l a t i v e l y  sha l low d e p t h s ;  d i g g i n g  has  been r e s o r t e d  t o  a t  
some s i t e s  a l t h o u g h  w i t h o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  t o  d a t e .  There i s  s t i l l  much t o  be 
accomplished w i t h  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y s  and pushing of  known c a v e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a t i n g  
new o n e s .  A t  l e a s t  a s  many caves  a g a i n  s t i l l  r e q u i r e  t a g g i n g ,  and t h i s  p r o j e c t  
shou ld  be main ta ined .  

Accompanying t h e  l i s t  of numbers below i s  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  each cave.  Most 
of  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  has  appeared i n  p a s t  i s s u e s  of Speleo S p i e l  ( abbrev .  SS) ,  and 
f o r  t h e s e  a  r e f e r e n c e  i s  g iven .  P r e c i s e  e n t r a n c e  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  - i n  
some c a s e s  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  would s e v e r e l y  t a x  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  d e s c r i p t i v e  
a b i l i t y !  However, many e n t r a n c e s  have been p l o t t e d  ( w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of  
a c c u r a c y )  o n  a  L :2000 s c a l e  topo.  map. 

JF-366: ASTEROID POT. There a r e  two e n t r a n c e s  i n  a  sha l low d e p r e s s i o n ,  one  a  s m a l l  
tube  formed i n i t i a l l y  i n  c l a y .  The t a g  was p laced  on a  rock  f a c e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  
( n o r t h e r n )  e n t r a n c e .  Both e n t r a n c e s  a r e  blocked o n l y  a  few met res  below t h e  s u r f a c e  
( s e e  t r i p  r e p o r t  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ) .  

JF-367: THE DUNGEON. Th i s  cave was o r i g i n a l l y  exp lo red  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 ' s  by TCC, 
and o n l y  r e c e n t l y  r e l o c a t e d .  I t  c o n s i s t s  of a  6  met re  p i t c h  fol lowed by a  s h o r t  
c l imb  t o  a  dead end a t  a  d e p t h  of  rough ly  8 m e t r e s .  The t a g  was placed o n  a  r o c k  
f a c e  2  m e t r e s  below t h e  l i p  of t h e  s h a f t .  

JF-368: ARMADILLO POT. A s p a c i o u s  s h a f t  w i t h  a  50 m e t r e  p i t c h  l e a d i n g  t o  a  l a r g e  
illamber. Es t ima ted  t o t a l  d e p t h  i s  60 m e t r e s  ( s e e  s u r v e y  t h i s  i s s u e ) .  The t a g  was 
placed on a  r o c k  s u r f a c e  b e s i d e  a  c a i r n  n e a r  t h e  lower  edge of  t h e  p i t .  

JF-369: Unnamed cave .  A s m a l l  r i f t - l i k e  e n t r a n c e  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  downhi l l  of  
Los t  P o t .  A 6  m e t r e  h a n d l i n e  i s  needed a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  T o t a l  d e p t h  around L0 
m e t r e s .  

JF370: MONGREL POT. Th i s  e n t r a n c e  had p r e v i o u s l y  been g iven  a  temporary  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  red  t a p e  numbered HH-01 ( s e e  t r i p  r e p o r t  - 7 October 1984, SS 
202) .  The cave becomes too  narrow below a  L5 met re  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h .  

JF-371: FLORENTINE POT. Th i s  e n t r a n c e  i s  2 me t res  i n  d i a m e t e r  and t h e  t a g  was 
p laced  on a  t r e e  a t  t h e  edge.  E x p l o r a t i o n  i n  September ' 84  ( s e e  SS 201) r e v e a l e d  a  
45 m e t r e  p i t c h  i n t o  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  chamber, fo l lowed  by a  second p i t c h  o f  L5 m e t r e s .  
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Th i s  cave i s  c o l l o q u i a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Mick F l i n t ' s  h o l e .  

J F - 3 7 2 :  SLIMY SLOT. Th i s  cave t e r m i n a t e s  a t  a n  e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  of  3 7  me t res  w i t h  a  t 

s i n g l e  p i t c h  o f  m e t r e s .  The d i s t a n c e  between Slimy S l o t  and Benson Po t  i s  p robab ly  
' 

S 

exaggera ted  on a  s u r f a c e  map i n  SS L85 ( a  g rade  2  s u r v e y  of Slimy S l o t  i s  a l s o  
i n c l u d e d  ) . 

J F - 3 7 3 :  PUNISHMENT POT. Th i s  e n t r a n c e  i s  a  s m a l l  a m p h i t h e a t r e  where a  s t r e a m  
showers down a  c l i f f  o n t o  b o u l d e r s .  Excava t ion  a t t e m p t s  have s o  f a r  f a i l e d  t o  
p e n e t r a t e  t h i s  promis ing sys tem ( s e e  t r i p  r e p o r t  September ' 8 4 ,  SS 2 0 2 ) .  The t a g  was 
p laced  on a  rock  f a c e  b e s i d e  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  

JF-374: Unnamed cave .  A s h a f t  6  m e t r e s  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  blocked a t  a  d e p t h  of  1 5  
m e t r e s .  I t  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  Punishment Po t .  The t a g  was p laced  on a  t r e e  b e s i d e  t h e  
e n t r a n c e .  

J F - 3 7 5 :  SERENDIPITY. Th i s  upper e n t r a n c e  was dug o u t  i n  September ' 84  ( s e e  SS 
2 0 2 ) .  I t  i s  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  wet JF-344 e n t r a n c e ,  and g i v e s  t h e  cave a  t o t a l  
d e p t h  of  2 8 2  m e t r e s .  

Rolan Eberhard 

PAY YOUR SUBS V O W , , , , , , , , ,  , OR YOU WILL BE DELETED,,  , 

STOP PRESS: ANNUAL DINNER - FRIDAY NIGHT SEPTEMBER 27 - 

Venue uncertain at this time, but most likely the usual 
place for these extravagant happenings of late, ie 

THE GOOD WOMAN INN, ARGYLE STREET 
I 

THERE W I L L  BE ANOTHER SPELEO S P I E L  OUT SHORTLY A F T E R  T H I S  ONE, i 
SO CHECK T H A T  FOR F I N A L  D E T A I L S ,  OR PHONE TREV (344862 a h )  
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