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MISCELLANIA AND OTHER SILLY BITS 

The cave d i v e r s  w i t h i n  our  r anks  have been b l e s s e d  w i t h  l u c k  r e c e n t l y ,  and n o t  
when underwater  e i t h e r !  Frank S a l t  ( e x  everywhere!)  has  donated two t a n k s  t o  t h e  
c l u b  o r  t h e  d i v e r s  o r  wha tever ,  f o r  t h e  purpose  of  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of  
t h e  Junee  and Mole Creek d r a i n a g e  sys tems.  One could  s a y  "Tanks, F r a n k . . . . " .  

DON'T FORGET THE ANNUAL DINNER - SEPTEMBER 27 - PHONE TREV 344862 

Has anarchy  s t r u c k  TCC? Are we o u t  of our  own c o n t r o l ?  O r  has  Trev l o s t  c o n t r o l  
o f  h i s  own c l u b ? ?  A number of r e c e n t  t r i p s  have l e f t  (and I mean LEFT) a t  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  unheard of hour of 6 am!!! Even 7 am i s  becoming q u i t e  common a s  a 
s t a r t i n g  t ime  - h o r r o r ,  shock and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  words . . . . . . .  

B R I N G  YOUR FRIENDS TO THE TCC ANNUAL DINNER - SEPTEMBER 27 

A s  most of you know by now, Trev h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  a s  q u a r t e r m a s t e r ,  add ing  t o  h i s  
"burden" ( ? )  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  and d e s p i t e  t h e  l a c k  of  keys t o  h i s  underhouse  g e a r  
s t o r e ,  a l l  seems t o  be working,  and working o u t ,  w e l l .  Most t r i p s  seem t o  l e a v e  
from h i s  p l a c e  t o o ,  s o  keep t h a t  i n  mind b e f o r e  you pound on t h e  e d i t o r ' s  window a t  
s t r a n g e  hours  of t h e  n i g h t  a s k i n g  f o r  cups of c o f f e e . . . .  ... Phone him (344862 a h )  
f o r  g e a r  e n q u i r i e s ,  lamps,  t r i p  i n f o  and s o  on. 

TCC GOES SOCIAL O N  SEPTEMBER 27 - BE AT THIS RARE EVENT 

Speaking of  Trev (and S u e . . . . . . ! ! ) ,  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a r e  i n  o r d e r  on t h e  b i r t h  o f  
t h e i r  second c h i l d ,  a boy named T r a v e r s .  The y e a r s  t o  come w i l l  be good v a l u e  w i t h  
t h e  names i n  t h a t  houshold  - Trev,  Trav and Gav. Could g e t  a t r i f l e  c o n f u s i n g .  

GOOD WOMAN I N N  - SEPTEMBER 27 - TCC'S ANNUAL EXTRAVAGANCE 

A few q u o t e s  hea rd  around t h e  s t a l s  : 

"What have you p u t  me o n t o ,  e v e r ? ? ? "  
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"Your mind makes c o n t r a c t s  t h a t  your body c a n ' t  keep! ! "  

NO NEED TO SAY ANYTHING MORE ABOUT THE ANNUAL DINNER-.. 

A f t e r  a  y e a r  o r  two a s  t r e a s u r e r ,  Mike Edwards has  s t epped  down from t h e  
p o s i t i o n .  A t  a  r e c e n t  mee t ing ,  Chr i s  Davies k i n d l y  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t a k e  on t h e  t a s k  
of  bean c o u n t i n g  f o r  TCC. Thanks t o  bo th  Mike f o r  a  job w e l l  done,  and C h r i s  f o r  
t a k i n g  on what c a n  be a  r a t h e r  onerous  j o b ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  book b a l a n c i n g  t ime.  We 
a c t u a l l y  have a  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  ( c / -  of Mike) f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  end ing  March 31 
1985, b u t  owing t o  space  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  i t  h a s  y e t  t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  S p i e l  - never  
f e a r  i t  w i l l  be . . .  

Don ' t  s t o p  r e a d i n g  y e t  - t h e r e ' s  more news of moves, happenings  and s o  on. 

Andrew and J e a n i n e  Br iggs  have s o l d  t h e i r  Lenah V a l l e y  home i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a n  
o v e r s e a s  t r i p  and t h e n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  r u r a l  ( a g r i c u l t u r a l ? ? )  t y p e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  
C o l l i n s v a l e .  P r e s e n t l y  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g  w i t h  J e a n i n e ' s  f o l k s  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e .  

Some y e a r s  ago C h r i s  Davies and S t u  t h e  e d i t o r  went h a l v e s  i n  a  p r i n t i n g  machine 
f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h i s  esteemed magazine. S i n c e  t h a t  t ime t h e  machine has  been 
s t o r e d  and o p e r a t e d  i n  a  l a r g e  shed a t  t h e  home of  Rik and J a n i n e  Tunney. Andrew's 
f u r n i t u r e  took precedence o v e r  t h e  p r e s s  and i t  was r e c e n t l y  moved t o  S t u ' s  ga rage  
a s  a temporary l o c a t i o n .  Thanks t o  Rik and J a n i n e  f o r  p u t t i n g  up w i t h  t h e  machine 
and t h e  o p e r a t o r s  of i t  f o r  such  a  t i m e ,  and h e l p i n g  o u t  w i t h  t h e  s u p p l y  of t a b l e s ,  
e x t r a  l i g h t s  and s o  on. U l t i m a t e l y  i t  w i l l  l i v e  e i t h e r  under S t u ' s  p l a c e  o r  T r e v ' s  
p l a c e .  

OBITUARY 

I t  i s  w i t h  deep  r e g r e t  t h a t  we announce t h e  sudden d e a t h  e a r l i e r  t h i s  yea r  of  Ted 
Nicho las .  We w i l l  a l l  remember him w i t h  g r e a t  a f f e c t i o n .  

For many y e a r s  he a c t e d  a s  a n  Honorary Member of t h e  c l u b .  His i n t e r e s t  began 
a b o u t  1970 when h i s  o n l y  s o n ,  S t u a r t ,  j o ined  TCC. I n  t ime T e d ' s  house became a  
mee t ing  p l a c e  f o r  c a v e r s .  When t h e  c l u b  was l o o k i n g  around f o r  a  new venue f o r  
g e n e r a l  and committee mee t ings ,  he f r e e l y  made h i s  house a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  
purpose .  Many a  g r e a t  c a v i n g  t r i p  has  been planned i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  o l d  wood h e a t e r  
i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room. 

When S t u a r t  became q u a r t e r m a s t e r ,  a  job  h e  was t o  ho ld  f o r  many y e a r s ,  Ted ' s  
t e c h n i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  were a roused .  A f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  h e  s p e n t  many hours  l o o k i n g  
a f t e r  c l u b  equipment and e n s u r i n g  t h a t  l i g h t s  were p r o p e r l y  charged .  H i s  i n t e r e s t s  
even ex tended  t o  c l u b  members' c a r s .  Many of u s  have been saved c o s t l y  r e p a i r  b i l l s  
a s  a r e s u l t  of  Ted ' s  e x p e r t i s e  w i t h  i n t e r n a l  combustion e n g i n e s  and h i s  g r e a t  
g e n e r o s i t y  - g i v i n g  f r e e l y  of  h i s  t i m e  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s .  

During t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  of h i s  l i f e  h i s  h e a l t h  d e c l i n e d .  A l l  o f  us were t r u l y  
d e l i g h t e d  when, a f t e r  a  l o n g  t ime  a s  a  widower, he dec ided  l a s t  y e a r  t o  marry  
Dorothy,  t h e  g i r l  a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d .  Many c l u b  members were p r e s e n t  when t h e  kno t  was 
t i e d  t o  wish them b o t h  a l o n g  and happy l i f e .  

We were d e l i g h t e d  t o  s e e  them both  a t  t h e  1984 TCC Annual Dinner l a s t  September 
where t h e y  were i n v i t e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  Ted ' s  l o n g  pe r iod  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  TCC. We 
enjoyed t h e i r  company and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show our  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  When t h e  ASF 
Convention was h e l d  a t  t h e  Lea Scout  Camp i n  J a n u a r y ,  Ted a g a i n  came t o  t h e  r e s c u e  
by p r o v i d i n g  a  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of  second hand t y r e s  f o r  t h e  Spe leo  S p o r t s .  
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  he d i e d  q u i t e  sudden ly  on t h e  20th  of J a n u a r y  w h i l e  watching 
Dorothy p l a y  a  game of  c r o q u e t .  

H i s  c h e e r f u l  p resence  among us  w i l l  be s a d l y  missed and we extend o u r  d e e p e s t  
sympathies  t o  Dorothy and S t u a r t .  

FOR SALE 

The Nick Hume end-of-winter  c l e a r o u t . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I tem 1: Two r igh t -hand  s i z e  t e n  ( 1 0 )  Bata  "Glug" b o o t s ,  p e r f e c t  f o r  c a v i n g  o r  Welsh 
f o l k  danc ing  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  S u i t  c a v e r  o r  Welsh f o l k  d a n c e r  w i t h  s i z e  10-21 f e e t  
i n c l u d i n g  p l e n t y  of room f o r  w e t - s u i t  sox.  L e f t  boot  i s  s u p p l i e d  f r e e  of  cha rge  
w i t h  e v e r y  r i g h t  boot s o l d ! !  A Nick Hume s p a r e ,  s p a r e  p a i r ,  t h e s e  boo t s  a r e  
v i r g i n a l  ( a l t h o u g h  w e l l  t r a v e l l e d !  ! ) ,  a b s o l u t e l y  never  used.  Imposs ib le  t o  o b t a i n  
t h i s  s i z e  i n  Tasmania ( h o n e s t ! ) .  Hurry and avo id  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r u s h  by buying now. 
( J u s t  a s k  t h e  Eberhards  - t h e y  have i n e v i t a b l e  r u s h e s  a l l  t h e  t i m e ! )  P r i c e :  $16 pe r  
p a i r  o r  s p e c i a l  d i s c o u n t  f o r  q u a n t i t y  - $32 f o r  t h e  l o t .  

I tem 2 :  One Canoe Polo " B a t t "  complete  and r e a d y  t o  go,  a l s o  never  used.  Hot 
ye l low and f i t t e d  w i t h  t h e  i l l e g a l  p o l y s t y r e n e  f l o a t a t i o n  c e l l s !  I d e a l  f o r  t h e  
owners of l a r g e  swimming poo l s  t o  g e t  t o  remote f l o a t i n g  c a v e s ,  drowned dogs ,  e t c .  
Also u s e f u l  f o r  Canoe Polo  matches I imagine .  Al loy  paddle  s h a f t s  (no b l a d e s )  a l s o  
s u p p l i e d .  P r i c e :  S100 t h e  l o t .  

I tem 3 :  S e v e r a l  used CM1 a s c e n d e r s  and c h e s t  a s c e n d e r s .  These a r e  i n  v a r y i n g  
s t a t e s  of  c o n d i t i o n  ( d e c a y ? ) ,  some p o s s i b l y  r e q u i r i n g  new cams (cams a r e  o b t a i n a b l e  
from Caving Equipment i n  Sydney).  P r i c e  n e g o t i a b l e ,  bu t  w i l l i n g  t o  l e t  them go 
cheap ly .  Contact  Nick f o r  a  p r i v a t e  v iewing of  t h i s  e x t e n s i v e  range of p re loved  
a s c e n d e r s  (and o t h e r  c a v i n g  o d d i t i e s  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r . . . . . . ) .  

Phone Nick Hum€ f o r  t h e s e  amazing b a r g a i n s  on 251934 (home) o r  204839 ( "work" ) .  

ANOTHER CLASSIFIED ADVERT. - STU's "extend t h e  workshop and s t a y  a l i v e "  CLEARANCE SALE 

Contemplat ing t a k i n g  up d i v i n g ?  I ts  a  g r e a t  s p o r t  and r e a l l y  everyone shou ld  have 
a  go a t  i t .  Should you be sudden ly  i n  need of  some d i v e  g e a r  - maybe t h e  l a u n d r y ' s  
f looded  a g a i n ,  o r  your r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  w a t e r  bed has  b u r s t  - phone STU f o r  a  
p r i v a t e  v iewing o f  h i s  e n t i r e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  SCUBA g e a r ,  a l l  c a r e f u l l y  main ta ined  
w i t h  much TLC. Most of t h i s  g e a r  h a s  been t h e  s u b j e c t  of many a d v e n t u r e s ,  jobs  and 
o t h e r  submerged happenings  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o r  s o  bu t  i s  a l l  i n  e x c e l l e n t  

..... c o n d i t i o n .  

Inc luded  a r e  v a r i o u s  bac-pacs,  s e v e r a l  f i n s ,  a  B r i t i s h  s t y l e  cave d i v i n g  he lmet  
w i t h  f i t t i n g s  f o r  t o r c h e s ,  a  US DIVERS " h o r s e - c o l l a r "  buoyancy compensator,  a  US 
DIVERS Conshelf  14 r e g u l a t o r  w i t h  extended main hose ,  s w i v e l  elbow f i t t i n g  (CDAA 
s t y l e ) ,  o c t o p u s  second s t a g e ,  neck s t r a p s ,  combo gauge and hose  p r o t e c t o r s ,  and a  
coup le  of  s t e e l  72 cu f o o c  t a n k s  w i t h  K v a l v e s .  T h e r e ' s  p robab ly  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  
s t u f f  t h e r e  t o o ,  s o  wander a l o n g  t o  t h i s  once o n l y  s a l e .  P r i c e s  a r e  n e g o t i a b l e ,  b u t  
n o t  much!! Phone STU o n  283054 ( a h ) ,  o r  284691 ( b h ) .  



SPELEO SPIEL NO. 207 
ULY. L985 TCC ANNUAL D I N N E R  - FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27 - BE THERE!! 

PAGE 4 

The caves  l i s t e d  below were numbered a s  p a r t  of a  p r o j e c t  t o  t a g  a l l  known caves ,  
many o n l y  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  S e r e n d i p i t y .  The e n t r a n c e s  were 
tagged w i t h  s m a l l  aluminium p l a t e s  stamped w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  number, f i x e d  i n  
p l a c e  w i t h  5  X 25 mm b o l t s .  I n  some c a s e s  i t  was n o t  f e a s i b l e  t o  p l a c e  t h e  t a g  on a  
rock f a c e ,  i n  such c a s e s  a  nea rby  t r e e  was used.  The u s e  of  A l b e r t ' s  r e c h a r g e a b l e  
e l e c t r i c  d r i l l  was a p p r e c i a t e d  w h i l e  d r i l l i n g  t h e  h o l e s .  A s k e t c h  map i s  p rov ided ,  
showing r e l a t i v e  cave p o s i t i o n s .  A map o f  t h e  a r e a  was p r e v i o u s l y  pub l i shed  i n  
Speleo S p i e l  185, a l t h o u g h  t h i s  does  n o t  show many of t h e  new e n t r a n c e s .  For a  
r ecord  of p r e v i o u s  t a g g i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  r e f e r  t o  SS 186, 195 and 206. 

JF-376: VARMINT POT. A s l o p i n g  e n t r a n c e  l e a d s  t o  a  t o t a l  d e p t h  of around 60 
m e t r e s ,  w i t h  two p i t c h e s  of 25 and 10 m e t r e s  ( s e e  s u r v e y  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ) .  Numerous 
bones found i n  t h i s  cave i n c l u d e d  remains of  a  Tasmanian T i g e r  ( s e e  SS 205).  

JF-377: Unnamed cave .  A s m a l l  cave w i t h  a n  e n t r a n c e  1 m e t r e  i n  d iamete r  and a  
t o t a l  d e p t h  of 4  m e t r e s .  P r e v i o u s l y  g i v e n  temporary i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  red  t a p e  
numbered HH-03. It i s  l o c a t e d  rough ly  L0 m e t r e s  n o r t h  of  Gunge Pot (JF-356).  Two 
o t h e r  e n t r a n c e s  v e r y  c l o s e  by (HH-02 and HH-04) were n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  worth t a g g i n g .  

JF-378: MENAGE-A-TROTS. Three t i n y  e n t r a n c e s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  o n l y  3 m e t r e s  
away from JF-358. T o t a l  d e p t h  i s  L2 m e t r e s  ( s e e  s u r v e y  SS 185) .  The t a g  was placed 
on a  rock  s u r f a c e  b e s i d e  one of  t h e  e n t r a n c e s .  

JF-379: GASH POT. A long  r i f t  e n t r a n c e  a  coup le  of  me t res  from JF-358. The t a g  was 
p laced  on a  v e r t i c a l  w a l l  n e a r  a  rock  a r e t e  s e p a r a t i n g  Gash Po t  and a  s m a l l  s h a f t  
t h a t  j o i n s  JF-380, a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  is  n o t  humanly n e g o t i a b l e .  

JF-380: Unnamed cave.  Two a d j a c e n t  e n t r a n c e s  L0 m e t r e s  from Gash P o t .  The u p h i l l  
e n t r a n c e  t a k e s  a  t r i c k l e  of w a t e r ,  t h e  lower e n t r a n c e  was tagged.  T o t a l  d e p t h  - 45 
met res  . 

JF-381: Unnamed cave .  The t a g  was placed on a  rock  w a l l  on t h e  l e f t  j u s t  i n s i d e  
t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Marked p r e v i o u s l y  w i t h  temporary i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  HH-06. Approximately 
15 met res  deep.  

JF-382: Unnamed cave .  T h i r t y  met res  downhi l l  o f  JF-381. En t rance  s i z e  a b o u t  5 X 
L .5  m e t r e s ,  t o t a l  d e p t h  rough ly  15 m e t r e s  t o  a  d r a u g h t i n g  c o n s t r i c t i o n .  The t a g  was 
placed on t h e  r i g h t  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

Rolan Eberhard  

TASMANIAN TIGER BONES 

There  has  been a  l o t  of p u b l i c i t y  l a t e l y  concern ing  t h e  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  
bones of t h r e e  Tasmanian T i g e r s  i n  a  cave a t  Ida  Bay. A f r o n t  page a r t i c l e  i n  The 
Mercury (13-07-85) r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "Tasmania 's  f i r s t  complete  t i g e r  s k e l e t o n "  had been 
found. The somewhat o v e r - e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e p o r t  was p u t  i n  p roper  p e r s p e c t i v e  by a  
follow-up a r t i c l e  which r e v e a l e d  t h e  Tasmanian Museum d i d  i n  f a c t  p o s s e s s  t h r e e  
complete  s k e l e t o n s ,  one from Zulu  Po t  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  Va l l ey .  Although t h e  
d i s c o v e r y  i s  n o t  q u i t e  " t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  mammalian p a l a e n t o l o g i c a l  f i n d  y e t  i n  
Tasmania" a s  d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  newspaper, i t  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
T i g e r s  had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  been recorded  from t h e  a r e a  and t h e  p resence  of t h r e e  
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an imals  i n  t h e  one cave i s  c e r t a i n l y  unusua l .  Perhaps more i m p o r t a n t  i s  a  s k u l l  and 
bones i n  t h e  same cave t h a t  may belong t o  a  l a r g e  e x t i n c t  wombat, a l t h o u g h  t h i s  
a w a i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n f i r m a t i o n .  Hopefu l ly  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  c a v e r s  w i l l  t a k e  more of  a n  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  seeming ly  u n i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  of bones t h a t  u s u a l l y  g e t  
c rushed  u n d e r f o o t  when a  s h a f t  i s  descended f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime.  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of  a  broken T i g e r  s k u l l  from Varmint P o t  has  been confirmed by P h i 1  Andrews a t  t h e  
museum. The s k u l l  was donated t o  t h e  museum's c o l l e c t i o n  (TM No. AL401). 

Rolan Eberhard 

REMEMBRANCE DAY D I G  - GOLLUM'S GROVEL ( I B  28)  L L  NOV. ,  1984 
PARTY: Trevor  Cook, Mick F l i n t  and Ar thur  C la rke  

A day  of  q u o t e a b l e  q u o t e s  r e v i s i t i n g  d o l i n e  a t  head o f  t h e  d r y  g u l l y ,  approx.  L50 
m e t r e s  s o u t h  from t h e  e a s t e r n  (Mystery Creek Cave) s i d e  o f  t h e  o l d  q u a r r y .  A s  
r e p o r t e d  i n  S p i e l  203 (Nov ' 8 4 ) ,  t h e  d o l i n e  t a k e s  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  and has  a  cave w i t h  
two e n t r a n c e s  - one ..... a  s m a l l i s h  d r a u g h t i n g  e n t r a n c e  (0 .7  by 0.5m) i n  a  b u t t r e s s  
f a c e  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  (which bea rs  t h e  number t a g ) ;  t h e  o t h e r  a  c rawly  type  d i g  
through mud and r o t t e n  l o g  " sque lch"  a b o u t  4  m e t r e s  e a s t  of t h e  former .  

"Any h o l e  you have t o  d i g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  under l o g s ,  won ' t  g o ! "  " Y o u ' l l  g e t  a t  l e a s t  
8  hours  from t h i s  cap  lamp.. .  . . i t s  j u s t  been c h a r g e d . . . ! "  " . . . . . i t s  a s  i f  a  c o a l  
seam was burning underground." ( t h e n  a  moment l a t e r )  " I s n ' t  i t  a  shame, h i s  matches 
a r e  w e t . "  " I  aim t o  keep my g e a r  c l e a n  today . "  "You found t h e  THING, you do 
i t . . . . t e l l  me i f  t h e r e ' s  any  p i t c h e s . "  

So A . C .  went g r o v e l l i n g .  A f t e r  removing a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  volume of  decayed and 
r o t t e n  l o g  and boo t ing  through "tree-mud" I s l i t h e r e d  i n t o  a  d r y  chamber abou t  6 
me t res  wide and choked w i t h  l a r g e  d o l e r i t e  b o u l d e r s .  Clambering on down through t h e  
choke w i t h  i t s  " b a l a n c i n g  b o u l d e r s "  and l o o s e  s l a b s ,  p a s t  glowworms and wetas  and a  
small s t r e a m ,  i t  was indeed a  cave! !  Fol lowing t h e  15 met res  of  v e r t i c a l  sc rambl ing  
t h e r e  was indeed  a  p i t c h .  E n t e r  Mick! I n  a l l ,  f o u r  s m a l l  p i t c h e s  t o t a l l i n g  a b o u t  35 
m e t r e s ,  needing 6 p r o t e c t o r s . . .  t h e  bottom p i t c h  r o p e  hung f r e e  i n t o  a  l a r g e  
chamber, w i t h  two l e a d s .  One s i d e  d r o p s  down a  s t e e p  s l o p e d  muddy bank t o  a  squeeze  
w i t h  l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t .  The o t h e r  more promis ing l e a d  con t inued  down a n o t h e r  L0 
met res  th rough  t a l u s  and f l o w s t o n e  t o  a  s t r a w  d e c o r a t e d  chamber w i t h  a  s m a l l  c r e e k  
bed t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  narrowed down t o  a b o u t  20 cm. Though d r a u g h t i n g ,  dimming l i g h t s  
and wet muddied g e a r  lower o n e ' s  e x p l o r a t i o n  morale ;  t h e  g r o v e l  was l e f t  behind.  
A . C . ,  e x i t i n g  w i t h o u t  l i g h t  found t h e  upper  e n t r a n c e  chamber somewhat 
d i s c o n c e r t i n g  .... balance-wise  on wobbly b o u l d e r s .  

"Not a s  bad a s  Sesame, bu t  n o t  f a r  from i t .  " "Some caves  a t  Ida  Bay a r e  good 
o n e s ,  t h i s  was n o t  one of  them." 

Top two p i t c h e s  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  f r e e - c l i m b a b l e .  Lack of  b e l a y  p o i n t s  gave r i s e  t o  
need f o r  e x t r a  number of  p r o t e c t o r s .  D i s t a n c e s  quoted a r e  e s t i a m t e s  o n l y  based on 
known rope  l e n g t h s .  

Ar thur  C la rke  

I D A  BAY - WESTERN CREEK AREA: CHECKING OUT THE ODOUR 24 J A N . ,  L985 

PARTY: Mick F l i n t ,  Alec Marr and A r t h u r  C la rke  (TCC), Tom P o r r i t t  (VSA and 
C h i l l a g o e  CC), S t u a r t  S c o t t  and P h i l l  Ling (Tasmania P o l i c e  S  & R).  
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Scrub bash ing  i n  t h e  Western Creek a r e a  l o o k i n g  f o r  Thun J u n c t i o n  ( IB  20) ,  Mick 
and Alec  had found a  new s h a f t .  At tempt ing a  d e s c e n t ,  t h e y  were d r i v e n  back by t h e  
p u t r i d  s t e n c h  and unnerv ing  i n r u s h  of "b lowies" .  Fol lowing t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of a  
Youth H o s t e l l e r  i n  t h e  Ida  Bay a r e a  l a s t  y e a r ,  we had been a d v i s e d  t o  r e p o r t  and 
s t r a n g e  o r  unusua l  s m a l l s ,  per-chance t h e y  emanated from a  "dead body". 

The h o l e  l i e s  a b o u t  50 m e t r e s  wes t  of  Thun J u n c t i o n  on t h e  same c o n t o u r .  I t  i s  
w e l l  d i s g u i s e d  by t h i c k  bush and dead b ranches ,  s o  could  e a s i l y  be s tumbles  i n t o .  
While I o p e r a t e d  t h e  o l d  hand d r i l l  t o  t a g  t h e  h o l e  ( I B  2 9 ) ,  Mick and S t u  o r g a n i s e d  
t h e  g e a r  and r i g g e d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h ,  and Alec  s o r t e d  o u t  h i s  b o l t i n g  g e a r .  Our 
" smel ly  cave"  was b r e a t h i n g  i n  and o u t .  With each "out-waft" t h e r e  was a  somewhat 
u n p l e a s a n t  s m e l l  and t h e  odd f l y  o r  two. S t u  sugges ted  t h a t  o n l y  a  few shou ld  go 
down t o  check i t  o u t ,  s i n c e  Mick and Alec had r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  l o t  of  l o o s e  
r u b b l e  down t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  

Tom and I went o v e r  t o  a  l a r g e  c l i f f - l i n e d  d o l i n e  a b o u t  20 m e t r e s  wes t .  A s h o r t  
a t  t h e  base  r e v e a l e d  a  weta co lony  bu t  no p r o s p e c t  o t h e r  t h a n  v o i c e  c o n n e c t i o n  : 
th rough  a  t i g h t  f i s s u r e  l e a d i n g  back e a s t  t o  Smel ly  Cave. Trund l ing  o f f  a g a i n  we 
scoured  t h e  h i l l s i d e ,  saw IB-L7 and l o c a t e d  a  s h a f t  n e a r  a  c l i f f  l i n e d  g u l l y  e a s t  of  
Smelly Cave. Yellow-orange t a p e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  we were n o t  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s e e  i t ,  
though no number t a g  was s e e n .  Tom descended a  L2 m e t r e  p i t c h  t o  a  s l o p i n g  d i r t  
f l o o r  which l e a d  t o  s e v e r a l  s h o r t  passages  ( p o s s i b l y  IB-21). Y e l l s  from Alec  s e n t  us  
s c u r r y i n g  back t o  be t o l d  t h e y  had found a  v e r y  r o t t e n  w a l l a b y  c a r c a s s .  

Smel ly  Cave (IB-29) has  a n  8  t o  L0 m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  t o  a  s l o p i n g  g r e a s y  mud 
f l o o r  which l e a d s  t o  a  r u b b l y  i n f i l l  w i t h  l o o s e  edge above a  L2 m e t r e  p i t c h .  A 
r e -be lay  b o l t  on t h e  w a l l  above t h i s  p i t c h  e n a b l e s  a  s a f e  d e s c e n t .  Carcass  a t  base  
of  p i t c h .  Lead from p i t c h  i n t o  muddy s t r e a m  passage from s l o p i n g  f l o o r ,  no f u r t h e r  
p r o s p e c t  . 

h r t h u r  C l a r k e  

HOOKS HOLE - IB-28 ...... LATE JANUARY L985 

PARTY: Char les  Wessing, J e f f  Watson and Ar thur  C la rke  

An i m p r e s s i v e  4  by 1 m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  s h a f t ,  Hooks Hole was o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  by 
A.C .  d u r i n g  a scrub-bash i n  t h e  R e v e l a t i o n / Y o d e l l e r s  Po t  a r e a .  Mick F l i n t  and I 
scoured  t h e  h i l l s  f o r  s e v e r a l  days  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  "go-er" .... t h e r e  has  t o  be a  
back door  t o  Exi t  somewhere! Taking a  c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e  s o u t h  from R e v e l a t i o n  
(IB-L), I was hoping t o  f i n d  Chokestone Po t  (IB-13).  Fol lowing down a  r i d g e  of k a r s t  
f e a t u r e s  w i t h  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  and c r o s s  j o i n t e d  f i s s u r e s  t h e  ground dropped s t e e p l y  
i n t o  a n  e a s t l w e s t  b e a r i n g  g u l l y .  Hooks Hole s i t s  a t  t h e  base  of  a  s m a l l  c l i f f  
ha l fway up t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  of t h i s  d r y  g u l l y ,  be ing  a  314 hour walk from t h e  o l d  
q u a r r y  v i a  Hobbit  Hole,  R e v e l a t i o n  e t c .  

Rigging a  30 f o o t  l a d d e r  l e f t  u s  abou t  2 m e t r e s  s h o r t  of t h e  f l o o r  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
chamber, b u t  was t h e n  e a s i l y  scrambled down t o .  The chamber f l o o r  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  of 
t h e  cave  i s  l i t t e r e d  w i t h  numerous s k e l e t o n s ,  from which some wombat s k u l l s  were 
c o l l e c t e d .  The cave  t a k e s  on t h e  appearance  of  a n  e n l a r g e d  f i s s u r e  i n  which a  s m a l l  
s t r e a m  h a s  f lowed. On t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  i t  l e a d s  o f f  u p h i l l  t o  a  s m a l l  aven  w i t h  
c o r a l l i n e  w a l l s  abounding w i t h  we tas .  The s o u t h e r n  s i d e  of t h e  chamber has  " f o s s i l "  
s t r e a m  bed w i t h  passage  u p h i l l  (westwards)  a s  w e l l  a s  s t e e p l y  down. J e f f  Watson ( a  
c a v i n g  c rony  of  P h i l l  H i l l ' s )  fo l lowed  t h e  passage  up through a  squeeze  t h e n  i n t o  a  
w e l l  d e c o r a t e d  bu t  narrow f l o w s t o n e  f l o o r e d  f i s s u r e  up t o  4  met res  h i g h ,  which a f t e r  
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a b o u t  20 m e t r e s  reduced t o  1.5 metre  h e i g h t ,  " l i t "  by glowworms. 

C h a r l e s  f ree-c l imbed down t h e  a n c i e n t  s t r e a m  bed w h i l e  J e f f  and I r i g g e d  a  r o p e  
and a b s e i l e d  down from back i n  t h e  main chamber. Th i s  s h o r t  8  m e t r e  p i t c h  landed u s  
i n  a  s m a l l  pebbly-bottomed pool  w i t h  numerous s t a r t l e d  f r o g s !  Heading e a s t  i n  a  4 - 
5m h i g h  wide f i s s u r e  we t r u n d l e d  on a b o u t  10 - L2m t o  a  s m a l l  s h a f t  and " b r i d g e " ,  
which provided a n  e x c e l l e n t  b e l a y  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h  i n t o  c o r a l - l i k e  w a l l e d  
aven . . . . ve ry  a b r a s i v e  on t h e  knuck les .  Our n e x t  l a d d e r  l e f t  u s  n e a r l y  3m s h o r t  of 
t h e  f l o o r  s o  a  rope  was thrown o v e r  a s  w e l l  f o r  a  h a n d l i n e  w h i l e  we s c r a p e d  o u r  
knees  chimneying t h e  l a s t  few m e t r e s .  

The f l o o r  of  t h i s  aven  abounded i n  numerous s k e l e t o n s ,  c h i e f l y  wombats. There 
appeared t o  be a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r  s h a f t s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  aven  and a t  f l o o r  l e v e l  a  
s m a l l  s t r e a m  wound i t s  way on i n t o  s e r p e n t i n e  passage i n  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s . . . . a l l  
l i t t e r e d  w i t h  bones.  S e v e r a l  l e a d s  were fo l lowed .  With f l o o r s  v a r y i n g  from 
g r a v e l l y  sand t o  t h e  s h a r p  c o r a l l i n e  f o r m a t i o n  we had t h e  c h o i c e  of e i t h e r  muddy 
o v e r a l l s  o r  g razed  knees!  The o n l y  d r a u g h t i n g  l e a d  was fo l lowed  f o r  30 - 40 met res  
'till i t  reached t h e  i m p e n e t r a b l e  depar tment  ...... o r  "Where t h e  s h o v e l  Hooks?" An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  w e l l  d e c o r a t e d  cave w i t h  more unexplored l e a d s ,  wor th  a  s u r v e y  b u t  n o t  a 
turn-on f o r  t h e  SRT c l u b .  

Ar thur  C la rke  

NEW FEELINGS I N  GROWLING SWALLET 23 February ,  1985 

PARTY: S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard 

Some people  were s u f f e r i n g  from a c u t e  i n e r t i a  b u t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a  c o h e r a n t  s t a t e  of  
mind be ing  a c h i e v e d ,  w e  found o u r s e l v e s  i n  "New F e e l i n g " ,  t h e  chamber forming t h e  
nuc leus  of t h e  (now n o t  s o )  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r i e s .  A L4 n e t r e  c l imb  up one s i d e  o f  t h e  
chamber produced r e s p e c t a b l e  passage  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  f l o w s t o n e  and c r y s t a l  poo l s .  
Surveying a l o n g ,  we admired a  l a r g e  "pendulum" suspended by a  l o n g  s t r a w  i n  a  
c r y s t a l  pool .  A c u r t a i n  o f  s t r a w s  guarded a  passage t h a t  choked o f f  a f t e r  2 5  
m e t r e s .  An a l t e r n a t i v e  was a 22 m e t r e  p i t c h  which dropped u s  back i n t o  a n  a l r e a d y  
known lower  l e v e l .  Whi l s t  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  a  few s i d e  passages  were i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  
i n c l u d i n g  one which a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  main t r u n k  passage l e a d i n g  on.  

F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  back i n  t h e  main chamber produced a  s e r i e s  of  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  
t u b e s ,  made memorable by some snow-white f lows tone  and a  chamber of  h e l i c t i t e s .  
More g r o v e l l i n g  t u r n e d  up some more of  t h i s ,  and a  b i t  of t h a t .  The t o t a l  surveyed 
and e x p l o r e d  l e n g t h  of  t h i s  new s e r i e s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  more t h a n  a  k i l o m e t r e .  
Thankfu l ly ,  "New F e e l i n g "  i s  o n l y  h a l f  a n  hour from t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 

CAULDRON POT 26 FEBRUARY, 1985 

PARTY: Martyn C a r n ~ s  and S t e f a n  Eberhard 

Th i s  t r i p  i s  h a r d l y  worth  r e p o r t i n g ,  b u t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  Cauldron Pot  had t o  
be d e r i g g e d .  Although execu ted  i n  a  l e i s u r e l y  manner, minimal s t u f f i n g  around 
ensured  t h a t  t h e  whole b u s i n e s s  o n l y  took 3 h o u r s .  The most e v e n t f u l  o c c u r r e n c e  was 
Martyn f o r g e t t i n g  h i s  Enduro s u i t ,  whereupon he m u t i l a t e d  t h e  n e a r e s t  bush i n  a n  
unprecedented d i s p l a y  of  p s y c h o t i c  behaviour .  

S r e f a n  Eberhard 
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I D A  BAY 

Varying t r i p s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  bods main ly  scrub-bashing i n  Hooks Hole a r e a  wes t  of 
B laney ' s  Quarry  ( o l d  l i m e s t o n e  q u a r r y ) .  With many thanks  t o  A l b e r t  Goede, who a l s o  
brought  down some more number t a g s ,  I s t a r t e d  some ground s u r v e y  t r a v e r s e s  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  benchmark i n  t h e  o l d  q u a r r y  and one a t  t h e  base  of  t h e  La Perouse  
t r a c k  n e a r  where t h e  w e s t e r l y  t r e n d i n g  Hobbit  Hole t r a c k  s t a r t s .  Any v o l u n t e e r s  t o  
h e l p  mark o u t  some s u r v e y  t r a v e r s e s ? ?  Using a  1:5000 en la rgement  o f f  t h e  "Mark 1" 
Leprena s h e e t  I would l i k e  t o  p l o t  a s  many numbered caves  a s  my c u r r e n t  en thus iasm 
can  m u s t e r ,  w i t h  thanks  a g a i n  PO S t u a r t  f o r  d o i n g  CO-ord. f i g u r e s  on computer and 
hence f i l e d  f o r  f u t u r e  r e f e r e n c e .  Tom P o r r i t t  appeared and reappeared  a t  v a r y i n g  
i n t e r v a l s  and a s s i s t e d  i n  s u r v e y i n g ,  w i t h  g e a r  i n c l u d i n g  Suunto compass and c l i n o ,  
and Miner ' s  D i a l .  More r e c e n t l y  t h e o d o l i t e  and s t a f f  have wandered t h e  su r rounds  ,of 
Bender ' s  Quarry  c o u r t e s y  of  P h i l l  Jackson  (SCS). Hooks Hole (IB-26) and t h a t  a r e a  
a r e  i n  f a c t  o n l y  L0 t o  L5 minu tes  walk i n  a  d i r e c t  l i n e  from B l a n e y ' s  Quarry.  The 
a fo rement ioned  d r y  g u l l y  i s  j u s t  o v e r  t h e  r i d g e  from B o t t l e n e c k  (IB-X2) and has  
y i e l d e d  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  more promis ing h o l e s . . . .  a l l  tagged thanks  t o  t h e  technology 
of  a  c o r d l e s s  e l e c t r i c  d r i l l .  

Ar thur  C la rke  

ROTTEN LOG HOLE (IB-43) 24 IYARCH, L985 

PARTY: Martyn Carnes and Ar thur  C la rke  

I n t o  t h e  hol low h i l l s  of  t h e  s o u t h  a g a i n  and wes t  of  B laney ' s  Quarry and t h e  La 
Perouse  t r a c k .  Martyn was keen t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  of  Hobbit  Hole e t c .  which 
would a p p e a r  t o  be above ( ? ? )  t h e  Conference Concourse r e g i o n  o f  E x i t  Cave. I wanted 
t o  l o o k  i n t o  some of  t h e  many unexplored h o l e s  n e a r  t h e  Hooks Hole (IB-26) t r a c k .  
The f i r s t  h o l e  we looked a t  invo lved  a  2  met re  c l imb  down t o  a  mud ramp which 
descends  n o r t h  i n t o  a t i g h t  f i s s u r e  from which s e v e r a l  bou lde rs  were removed. A 
p r o b a b l e  goer  bu t  n o t  today!  ( S i n c e  tagged IB-42.) Onto a n o t h e r  s i m i l a r  h o l e  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  w e s t  w i t h  a  1  - L.5 m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  i n  a low c l i f f .  While I was e x t r i c a t i n g  
b o u l d e r s  and c o n t o r t i n g  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s ,  Martyn was s u f f e r i n g  a  s l i g h t  a t t a c k  o f  
l e e c h e s .  From a n  e n t r a n c e  series o f  t i g h t  f i s s u r e s  t h e  cave descends  a  winding 
" s o l u t i o n  tube"  f o r  a b o u t  4m t o  a p i t c h  t a k i n g  a  l i t t l e  w a t e r .  The l e e c h e s  had g o t  
t h e  b e t t e r  of  Martyn s o  he  s u g g e s t e d  a  r e t r e a t  f o r  t h e  t ime be ing .  "Leech P o t "  has 
s i n c e  been numbered IB-4 L .  

Heading d o w n h i l l  a b o u t  15 - 20 m e t r e s  t o  t h e  bottom of  t h e  d o l i n e  g u l l y ,  we 
r e - l o c a t e d  a  2 by L m e t r e  s h a f t  l a r g e l y  obscured by r o t t e n  l o g s .  A f t e r  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  g a r d e n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  we anchored a w i r e  t r a c e  around a n  obvious  K a r s t  
f e a t u r e  and descended a  10m p i t c h .  Th i s  emptied i n t o  a  s m a l l  d e c o r a t e d  c a v e r n  one 
end o f  which w a s  a  bou lde r  choke,  under which i s  a  l o o s e  s c r e e  s l o p e  made up of  f i s t  
s i z e d  d o l e r i t e  bou lde rs  c o a t e d  w i t h  l i m o n i t e  and v e r y  s l i p p e r y .  F u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  
was h a l t e d  by more of t h e  same t a l u s  and c o l l a p s e  m a t e r i a l .  T o t a l  d e p t h  a b o u t  25 
m e t r e s .  

Walking e a s t  we looked around t h e  K a r s t  a r a  o f  IB-L6 and wondered how c l o s e  WE 

might  be t o  a  back door  t o  E x i t ! !  

A r  t h u r  C la rke  
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GROWLING SWALLET 2  J U N E ,  L985 

PARTY: Martyn Carnes ,  Mike Martyn,  S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard  

Th i s  t r i p  was memorable f o r  t h e  l e v e l  of  independance e x h i b i t e d  by t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  - everyone had d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  on what t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  do.  A r r i v i n g  
a t  t h e  end of  t h e  E i g h t  Road, Rolan dec ided  t o  go and do Bone P i t .  A f t e r  bot toming 
t h e  cave  I unders tand  he  d i s c o v e r e d  and excava ted  a  new upper e n t r a n c e .  Th i s  new 
e n t r a n c e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t o p  of t h e  b l u f f  above t h e  main e n t r a n c e  and would make a  
c i r c a  30 m e t r e  a b s e i l  i n t o  Bone P i t  p roper .  

Meanwhile, t h e  remainder  of t h e  p a r t y  proceeded i n t o  GS and thence  i n  t o  New 
F e e l i n g .  However a t  some s t a g e  of  t h e  proceedings  Martyn became d i s p l a c e d  from t h e  
o t h e r  two p a r t y  members a l t h o u g h  h i s  v o i c e  was heard  m y s t e r i o u s l y  through rock  w a l l s  
on a  number o f  o c c a s i o n s .  

Martyn was n o t  s e e n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t r i p  a l t h o u g h  1 b e l i e v e  he a l s o  had a  
s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  of s i m u l t a n e o u s  e n c o u n t e r  and non-encounter.  

D e s p i t e  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  and u n c e r t a i n t y  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  a p p a r e n t  appearance  and 
subsequen t  non-appearance of v a r i o u s  peop le ,  Mike and S t e f a n  managed some 
e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  v a r i o u s  s m a l l ,  wet t u b e s  which d i d  s t r a n g e  t h i n g s .  More s u r v e y i n g  
was completed i n  a  r e g i o n  of  cave  which i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by a  p r o f u s i o n  of complex 
and i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  p a s s a g e s ,  some of which were n i c e  bu t  most of  which could  be 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  n a s t y .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  r a t h e r  i n d e s c r i b a b l e  p o r t i o n  of  cave 
i s  n o t  complete .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 

SERENDIPITY 27 JULY, L985 

PARTY: Trevor  Wai les ,  S t e f a n  Eberhard  and Nick Hume 

A p e r f e c t  day  w i t h  some good snow cover  on ne ighbour ing  M t  F i e l d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  
p l e a s a n t  c h a t  t o  t h e  g a t e k e e p e r  were a l m o s t  s u f f i c i e n t  excuses  n o t  t o  go c a v i n g .  
Almost, b u t  n o t  q u i t e .  The l o n g  d readed ,  long  overdue s u r v e y l p u s h  t r i p  i n t o  
S e r e n d i p i t y  was a c t u a l l y   going t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  

We e n t e r e d  t h e  w e t t e r  t h a n  u s u a l  sys tem a t  a  f a i r l y  l e i s u r e l y  pace .  S t e f a n ' s  
r i g g i n g  o f  t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h  even  a l lowed  Trev and I t h e  l u x u r y  of  a  smoke and some 
i d l e  r e f l e c t i o n .  I went ahead a l o n g  t h e  upst ream passage ( T r e v ' s  s o  c a l l e d  
"Headbanger P a s s a g e " )  t o  g e t  a brew go ing  a t  t h e  brew chamber ( E d f s  n o t e :  
Reminiscent  of e a r l y  7 0 ' s  t r i p s . . . . . . ) .  A s i z a b l e  abscence  by t h e  o t h e r  two 
i n d i c a t e d  something o r  o t h e r .  They e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n e d  up t o  consume numerous c o f f e e s  
w h i l e  r e l a t i n g  a  t a l e  of LOO m e t r e s  of new passage above t h e  wet aven a t  "French 
Connect ion" .  

Trev p laced  some o l d  c l u b  r o p e  down ' :Pernickety  Drop" f o r  u s e  a s  a  h a n d l i n e  and we 
s h u f f l e d  o f f  towards t h e  new s e c t i o n .  Numerous s i d e  l e a d s  a r e  p r e s e n t  h e r e .  One of  
t h e s e  Martyn and I e x p l o r e d  a b o u t  a y e a r  ago,  t o  a n  a i r y  downclimb t h a t  choked o f f .  
A f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  Don F r a s e r  and S t e f a n  pushed t h i s  same l e a d  t o  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a r e a  of  h igh  avens  and l a r g e  chambers. We began t h e  s u r v e y  of  t h e s e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  



SPELEO SPIEL NO. 207 PAGE L0 
J Y L Y ,  L985 TCC ANNUAL D I N N E R  - FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27 - BE THERE!! 

a p a r t i c u l a r l y  n a s t y ,  t i g h t ,  s e r p e n t i n e  passage.  S t a t i o n s  t y p i c a l l y  were between 
one and f i v e  met res  a p a r t .  

A t  a  b i f u r c a t i o n  we surveyed i n t o  a  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  chamber, rough ly  50 met res  by 
30 m e t r e s ,  and a  r e f r e s h i n g  change from t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n .  A f u r t h e r  l a r g e  
chamber above t h i s  one y i e l d e d  some of  t h e  most i m p r e s s i v e  p r i s t i n e  f o r m a t i o n  I have 
s e e n  f o r  a  long  w h i l e .  Chocola te  f lows tone  f l o o r i n g ,  w i t h  l a r g e  connected f l o o r  t o  
roof  f o r m a t i o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  myriad s t r a w s ,  was b r e a t h t a k i n g .  

We r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  b i f u r c a t i o n  and surveyed up t o  a  50 metre-plus  wet aven.  A 
s i d e  l e a d  connected back,  immediate ly ,  v i a  a  s h o r t  d r o p  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l a r g e  
chambers. Here we t h a n k f u l l y  f i n i s h e d  t h e  su rvey .  A t o t a l  of  some 450 met res  
su rveyed  i n  8 5  s t a t i o n s  was a  v e r y  good e f f o r t  h e r e ,  be ing  a t  t h e  end of  a  f a i r l y  
d i f f i c u l t  sys tem,  t h a t  must now be 3 L12 k i l o m e t r e s  l o n g .  I t  w i l l  be v e r y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  i t  drawn up,  h o p e f u l l y  g i v i n g  h i n t s  towards a n  e v e n t u a l  
c o n n e c t i o n  t o  Growling S w a l l e t ,  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  t h a t  i m p l i e s .  

S t e f a n  made a  do o r  d i e  e f f o r t  a t  c l i m b i n g  t h e  aven ,  w h i l e  Trev and I p o n d e r e d ' t h e  
r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  S t e f  made l i t t l e  headway u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  nor  d i d  he 
e x p i r e !  Th i s  i s  a  c u r i o u s  a r e a  w i t h  va rmin t  bones l i t t e r i n g  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  aven ,  
h i n t i n g  a t  a  nearby e n t r a n c e .  Also ,  s c a t t e r e d  g r a v e l  and a p p a r e n t l y ,  f l o o d  d e t r i t u s  
adds  t o  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n .  E x t r a p o l a t i n g  from o u r  s u r v e y  i t  may be p o s s i b l e  t o  l o c a t e  
a  s u r f a c e  e n t r a n c e ,  a l l o w i n g  y e t  a n o t h e r  mind bogg l ing  t h r o u g h - t r i p .  

Re tu rn ing  t o  t h e  brew chamber my new e l e c t r i c  dec ided  t o  d i e  on me. A f t e r  c o f f e e  
and macaroni c h e e s e ,  I stumbled back t o  t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  on borrowed l i g h t  which was 
no e a s y  t a s k .  I borrowed T r e v ' s  s p a r e  e l e c t r i c  f o r  t h e  p r u s i k / d e r i g  t r i p  o u t .  

Back on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  Trev s t r e t c h e d  o u t  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h o l e ,  look ing  f o r  
a l l  t h e  world l i k e  t h e  d e a t h  s c e n e  from "Swan Lake".  HE vowed never  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h i s  cave a g a i n  ....... ! 

A g r e a t  t r i p ,  we were back on t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  1 am, having been underground f o r  
o v e r  L3 hours .  A planned s k i i n g  t r i p  t o  M t  F i e l d  by S t e f  and myself t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
day  ( o r  l a t e r  t h a t  same day  i n  f a c t ) ,  d i d  n o t  e v e n t u a t e  due t o  a p a t h y .  

Nick Hume 

A FEW NOTES ON THE ANNUAL DINNER 

VENUE: THE GOOD WOMAN I N N ,  ARGYLE STREET, NORTH HOBART 

DATE : FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27,  

ORGANISATION: YOU MUST BE THERE AND SEATED BEFORE 7.30 pm. 

THE DINNER I S  UPSTAIRS I N  ONE OF THE SEVERAL ROOMS UP THERE 

MORE INFORMATION: PHONE TREVOR WAILES 344862 a h  

RESERVATIONS: PHONE TREV ( a s  above)  - THIS I S  MOST IMPORTANT 

NO RESERVATION - NO SEAT - NO MEAL! ! ! ! !  

OTHER INFORMATION: B R I N G  YOUR FRIENDS TO MAKE THIS DINNER THE BEST YET... .. 
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JF366 ASTEROID POT 
JF367 THE DUNGEON 
JF368 ARMAD l LLO POT 
JF347 FROST POT 
J F346 
JF375 SERENDIPITY 
JF344 SERiNDlPlTY 
JF369 
JF338 LOST POT 
JF370 MONGREL POT 
JF371 FLORENTINE POT 
JF372 SLIMY SLOT 
JF348 BENSON POT 
J F349 
Un -numbered swa l l e t  
J F350 
JF351 HEDGES POT 
J F352 
JF353 PlTTA PATTA POT 
JF354 
JF355 POX POT 
J F377 
JF356 GUNGE POT 
J F357 
J ~ 3 7 8  MENAGE-A-TRO IS 
J ~ 3 5 8  
JF379 GASH POT 
J ~ 3 8 0  
JF373 PUN l SHMENT POT 
JF374 
~ F 3 8 1  
J ~ 3 8 2  
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--- Taped route 




