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............................................................ 

IMPORTANT ANNNOUNCEMENT 

AC o u r  December g e n e r a l  meet ing,  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Tasmanian Caverneer ing  Club i n  
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S p e l e o l o g i c a l  Federan ion  w i l l  be decided by v o t e .  The c a s e  f o r  
remaining i n  t h e  ASF and bhe c a s e  f o r  not  remaining i n  ASF a r e  both  preseneed i n  
e h i s  e d i t i o n  of Speleo S p i e l .  P l e a s e  read both  of t h e s e  c a r e f u l l y  - shou ld  you have 
any q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  arguments p l e a s e  d i r e c t  them t o  t h e  a u t h o r s  concerned.  

Of g r e a t e s t  imporfiance i s  y o u r  aerendance a t  t h e  meet ing.  I f  ysu cannot! aecend 
p l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  your v o t e  by phone t o  e i b h e r  StuarD Nicho las  o r  Martyn Carnes ,  o r  by 
m a i l  eo  he c l u b  a d d r e s s .  For a f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  voee we must h e a r  from a s  many 
paid  up members a s  p o s s i b l e .  And i f  you h a v e n ' t  paid  up - do s o  as we need t h e  
money e i t h e r  way! 

EVENT: General  meet ing t o  d i s c u s s  and voUe on ASF membership. 
DATE: Wednesday Dscember 4 ,  1985 
PLACE: 7 Rupert  Avenue, New Town (S t?u l s  p l a c e )  
TIME: 8 pm - w e ' l l  endeavour t o  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t  on Eime! 

MAKE SURE YOU'RE THERE ( o r  r e g i s t e r  your vore  a s  above)  

S t u a r t  Nicho las  - EdiEor Spe leo  S p i e l  

SURVEYING THE SPELEO SCENE - A FEW MISCLOSURES.... 

It seems t h a t  P h i l l ,  p r e s e n t l y  l i v i n g  on t h e  h i l l ,  i s  going t o  move i n t o  a two 
room 60 a c r e  mud hu t  ab t h e  K e t t e r i n g  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  - something l i k e  t h a t  anyway. 
Apparen t ly  t h e  p l a n  is  t o  s e l l  t h e  S r r i c k l a n d  Avenue t imber  abode ( a c t u a l l y  it h a s  
j u s t  been s o l d )  and b u i l d  a n  adobe abode on a 60 a c r e  b lock  down K e t t e r i n g  way - 
could be a b i t  of mud s l i n g i n g  going on f o r  a w h i l e ,  s o  don'b f o r g e t  your w e l l i e s  
and wainpwoofs!! Anyway, a l l  t h e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  Ann and P h i l l .  We a l l  e a g e r l y  
awai t  t h e  b i c e n t e n n i a l  mud b r i c k  warming! 
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A f t e r  c h a t ,  a rescu ing  quote  o r  Ewo mighc be i n  o rde r !  

" I f  r h i s  rescue goes on f o r  a long time, i t  could be protracaed."  

"What's t h i s  rock made of - i t  weighs a ton ."  

"I knew I fo rgo t  someahing - a Walkman and ehe Rol l ing  Stones '  Emotional Rescue 
Dape! ." 

So much f o r  t h e  funny s t u f f .  For t hose  t h a t  d o n ' t  know, du r ing  August a t  Ida Bay 
we had rho most s e r i o u s  cave rescue  f o r  many years .  A rock r o l l e d  snbo che arm of 
P e t r i n a  Quinn Drapping h e r  d i r e c t l y ,  and i n d i r e c t l y  i n  a passage behind h e r ,  Ken 
Hosking, a v i s i t i n g  VSA bod. The problem was eveneual ly  reso lved  ahrough t h e  exper t  
use  by t h e  Ambulance Rescue Squad of a Poraa Power hyd rau l i c  jack,  wi th  a s s i s t a n c e  
from Po l i ce  S & R ,  l o c a l  St  John Brigade members, YHA Hostellers and Po l i ce ,  and 
TCC. A r epo r t  on t h i s  Sunday evening I d a  Bay e p i c  w i l l  appear i n  t h e  next e d i t i o n  of 
Speleo S p i e l .  

We should thank our lucky s e a l s ,  o r  ohe t r o l l  p r i n c e s s ,  o r  something ( s o  
f a r  .....) - a recena rescue  i n  Switzer land involved 100 cavers  over  a period of 
t h r e e  days.  The vicaim had broken a l e g  a t  a depth of 160 metres  but was o therwise  
OK! 

Some months ago, ANM, c / -  K i m  Creak, s en t  us  a LOG (co  Trev ' s  disappoinemena, not 
ahe Large fire-wood v a r i e t y ! )  i n  which was a mosa e x p e r t l y  w r i t t e n  a r t i c l e  on caves 
and k a r s t  a s  found i n  ahe FlorenUine Val ley ,  a s  wel l  a s  some words on our  
a c a i v i t e s .  Thanks f o r  t h e  a r t i c l e  and sending us  t h e  company newspaper, K i m  - s e e  
you underground some~ime! 

A few S p i e l s  ago I mentioned tlhat t h e  address  of a member f o r  l a s a  year  by Bhe name 
of Ken Draper had been l o s t  i n  nhe sysbem. No one contacted me wLEh h i s  address  o r  
any i n f o  a t  a l l  on t h e  gentleman, s o  I w i l l  make another  appeal  f o r  h e l p  i n  t h i s  
ma t t e r  - i f  you know o r  know of KEN DRAPER, p lease  contlact TCC and l e t  us  know where 
h i s  now somewhat lace S p i e l s  can be seno ( t oge the r  with a l e a t e r  of apology!).  

The recene s p e l l  of f i n e  sunny weatlher must be a f f e c t i n g  us  more rhan  we 
thoughr .  ... On a recenc cave t r i p ,  one member was t ak ing  a photo o r  two but 
i n s i s t e d  on waibing f o r  t h e  sun t o  come out  before  p re s s ing  t h e  s h u r t e r !  

MORE CLASSIFIED "FOR SALE" ADVERTS 

WILD COUNTRY Quasar  geodesic  tunne l  r en t  complete wi th  snow va lance  [ a s  used by che 
Ausara l ian  Everes t  Expedi t ion! ! ] .  Immaculate cond i t i on  - pr iced  t o  se l l  aE a mere 
$550 (cur rena  RRP is  about $700 ) .  Contacc Phi11 H i l l  ( i f  you can f i n d  him) f o r  Bhis 
once on ly  opporcunioy - Phone 002-391221(H) 
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STEEL 72 cub ic  fooE scuba Eanks - Ehese t h i n g s  have been everywhere and (bun ? )  a r e  
sa i l1  i n  A1 cond i t i on .  Bobh have K va lves  and a r e  a  r e a l  stleal ab $125 each,  o r  
s p e c i a l  f o r  Chis monEh on ly ,  $250 f o r  t h e  two.. . . . !  T e l l  your f r i e n d s  t o  hake up 
d i v i n g ,  o r  ati l e a s t  buy t h e  Eanks. Contact Stuarc  Nicholas f o r  a  p r ivaae  viewing - 
Phons 002-283054(H) 

THE CASE FOR STAYING WITH ASF 

The ASF was formed i n  1956 a t  i t s  Inaugural  Biennia l  Conference i n  Sounh 
A u s t r a l i a .  TCC was one of Ehe founding c lubs  and I was one of two Tasmanian 
de legaaes  C O  a t t e n d .  I have been associated with i t  from ahe beginning and have 
watched ins developmene and growth. I n  t h e  mid 1960's  TCC wenu Ehrough a  phase of 
wibhdrawal sympaoms and withdrew from t h e  Federat ion.  The reason given t o  ASF was 
ahat i e  had acaed improperly i n  recognis ing  t h e  underground endurance record s e t  by 
B i l l  Penman i n  t h e  Nornhern Te r r i ao ry .  The r e a l  reason - t h e  c l u b  was shorn of funds 
due Eo poor management and poor book-keeping! The cap i aa t ion  f e e  was a l l  b f  one 
d o l l a r  i n  those  days!  

When I became pres ident  of TCC i n  1966 I was insorumenral i n  br ing ing  TCC back 
inno ahe Federa t ion .  I n  1970 we had a  h igh ly  success fu1  conference i n  Hobara 
followed by a  s e r i e s  of f i e l d t r i p s  t h a t  saw a number of breakthroughs and n r w  
d i s c o v e r i e s  i nc lud ing  t h e  explorabion of K e l l e r  C e l l a r  and Khazad-dum. The reason 
f o r  i t s  success  was than we had ohe f u l l  and a c t i v e  support of members of TCC, SCS 
and NC. I n  t hose  days ahe aaGitude seemed co be "What can r e  do eo conaribuoc Go i t s  
success?" .  ~owadays  nhe menaaliay i n  TCC ( a t  l e a s e )  secas tno be "What can we gcch 
oub of  hem?", and "Whae do w e  get  f o r  our  $7.50 c a p i t a e i o n  f e e ? " .  Not a  very  
p o s i t i v e  atlbibude. Well what do we get  our of i a ?  

( l )  Membership of a  wider community of cavers  ohroughouc Dhe counnry. Tasmania i s  
an  i s o l a t e d  p lace  and many of us do f i n d  enjoyment i n  corresponding wieh and, when - .  

ahe opportunioy a r i s e s ,  going caving wi th  cavers  from o t h e r  s a a t e s .  Over Dhe years  
I have made many f r i e n d s  and received much h o s p i b a l i t y  from cavers  i n t e r s t a t e  and 
even overseas .  

The a tn i aude  of some TCC cavers  nowadays seems t o  be ohar Ehey know where t o  f i n d  
u s ,  and anyway we don ' t  do  he kind of caving thaa appea ls  t o  t h e  average mainland 
caver .  Of course ,  t h e  reason they  know anyth ing  a t  a l l  abouE us  is  chat chey f i n d  
outi whaa we a r e  doing from t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Caver, f i n d  our  add re s s  on t h e  i n s i d e  
fronb cover ,  and s i n c e  Uhey exchange pub l i ca t i ons  wieh otlher ASF c lubs  they  may we l l  
getl t o  see our  S p i e l .  A l l  t h i s  is  l i k e l y  t o  end when we r e s i g n  from ASF. While we 
may non l o s e  bhe f r i e n d s  we a l r e a d y  have, we w i l l  become more i s o l a t e d  a s  t ime goes 
on. 

( 2 )  Subscription Do Ausara l ian  Caver ( former ly  ASF Newsleaaer). Yes, t h e r e  have 
been complaints and some quibe j u s t i f i e d !  It hasn 'b  always come out  r e g u l a r l y  and 
ahe connene du r ing  Ehe lasn  year  o r  s o  has nor been i n s p i r i n g .  However, i n  does 
have a  new edibor  who i s  keen no have a  go and make i c  a  success .  Any c l u b  wioh a  
pos i a ive  a n t i t u d e  would g ive  a  hand by making s u r e  she  r e g u l a r l y  r ece ives  news from 
Ohis par8 of ohe world. Not so  some TCC members.  hey grumble abouc Ehe contenfI 
and want bo r e s i g n  when Ehey could make a  p o s i t i v e  conhribuaion by p ick ing  up pen 
and paper.  Some 80% of ASF s u b s c r i p t i o n s  probably go inno producing ehe 
newsleaner. Wirh ahe numbers involved i t  has  co be produced commercially. WiDh 
f o u r  i s s u e s  per  year  you do gee your s i x  d o l l a r s  worth - t h e  approximate cosb ao 
each member. 
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Of course  i P  has  non always come ouC regu la r ly .  Buc then ,  ne ibher  has  Speleo 
S p i e l .  We don'b complain about than because we know i t  is produced by busy people i n  
a h e i r  spa re  D i m e .  The same i s  a rue  of t h e  Auscra l ian  Caver. The e d i t o r ,  aypisa  and 
manager do non get3 paid f o r  i t .  

( 3 )  Bienn ia l  Conferences and hhe f i e l d  c r i p s  t h a t  a r a d i e i o n a l l y  precede o r  fo l low 
them. They have nea r ly  always been a g rea t  success  and have done much Bo keep ASP 
aogeaher.  Sure,  t he  commiatee meeaings can be i nc red ib ly  boring i f  you a r e  
unforcunabe enough 00 be a c l u b  delegaue.  But you c a n ' t  run any ~ o c i e b y ,  Lea a lone  
a federaf i ion  of societies, wichout ge t a ing  Cogether now and aga in  a 0  d i s c u s s  w a a e r s  
of imporeance. True, NSW spe l eo  p o l i c i c s  may non seem a maaaer of imporaancc ao us  
bue i t  i s  C O  them. And t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of ~ h o m  i n  ahe ASF* Meanwhile t h e  conference 
i s  a good p l ace  C O  f i n d  out  whau t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  doing and t o  make new f r i e n d s .  The 
f i e l d o r i p s  a r e  a n  exce l lena  opporouniay G O  show cavers  from obher s t a b e s  what t h e  
Local caves a r e  l i k e .  I n  Tasmania chere  is  Dhe added p o s s i b i l i h y  of new 
d i s c o v e r i e s .  Of course Hobart cavers  d i d  not f e e l  chaa way du r ing  t h e  lasti 
conference.  Sbuara Nicholas and Phi1  Jackson were l e f b  ho ld ing  @he baby. Most TCC 
(and SCS) members were conspicuous by a h e i r  absence. The f i e l d  Drips could have 
been grean i f  ahe Hobart c lubs  had been w i l l i n g  co do a bie  of o rgan i s ing  and ?IQ 
provide t h e  guides .  BUD of course most TCC members knew bhac mosa malnland cavers  
could noB poss ib ly  be up ao our i n f i n i a e l y  supe r io r  ( ? )  s e y l e  of caving,  s o  why 
booher. 

( 4 )  ASF Handbook. This  is  a s o r e  po in t .  The f i r s t  handbook was a g rea t  success  
but than was a long Eime ago. The second ed i c ion  should have been out! t e n  years  
ago. ThaE i U  hasn 'c  appeared yet i s  a Long s t o r y .  Never the less ,  I know Peeer 
Maoehews. He i s  a perfecDionisc,  he w i l l  make h i s  Dime but i t  w i l l  be publ ished.  I 
am f a i r l y  confident i c  w i l l  be oua before  Uhe end of t h i s  year .  1 0  has  shaken many 
people ' s  f a i a h  i n  computers bua when i t  does come out i C  w i l l  be a great! success .  
A s  one who has  done a loo of t h e  hard work f o r  Tasmania, I w i l l  be del igheed when i t  
appears .  I b  w i l l  be extremely u s e f u l  f o r  every Tasmanian caver .  WiUhouE ASF ahe 
handbook would never have been t~houghc o f .  One more reason f o r  p u l l i n g  oub I hear  
ehe cynics  say.  

( 5 )  Conservacion. A s  a nae iona l  body ASF has been f a r  more e f f ecb ive  i n  promoaing 
conservacion i s s u e s  chan ind iv idua l  c lubs .  A l o t  of supporc has  come ao ahe 
F rank l in  River  conservaCion ba ro l e s  fought i n t e r s a c e .  More recena ly  ASF made 
f i n a n c i a l  supporc a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Uhe Norohern Caverneer 's  projecc cowards be t ae r  
conserva t ion  practices i n  Kubla Khan. This  p ro j ec t  has now been stoppzd by pecay 
bureaucraas  i n  Uhe NaGional Parks  and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice .  Wiah ASF support  we have 
some chance of s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i ghb ing  bh i s  dec i s ion .  BuU I forgon. TCC is non 
ineeresaed  i n  conservaaion because nowadays w e  on ly  go caving i n  one a r e a .  Unless 
ANM opens a Limestone quar ry  somewhere beaween Growling Swallea and Junee Cave, 
conservaaion is  noe r e a l l y  our  bus iness .  Have we r e a l l y  become Ehab narrow i n  our 
U h inking? 

We ' l l  probably voae ao leave  ASF i n  December. We c a n ' t  r e a l l y  a f f o r d  Do pay $7.50 
each co ASF nexa year  when i c  could buy us  a couple of mecres of Blue Water, o r  
whabever. Thaa 's  what we c la im ao be our  reason f o r  l eav ing  ASF. BUG chink 
c a r e f u l l y  before  you voae! I s n ' a  Uhe r e a l  reason exaccly t h e  same a s  i t  was i n  Uhe 
L960rs ? ?  

Well, whaaever Che vone I inCend ao vooe i n  favour  of r eaa in ing  our membership of 
ASF. I b  may no6 be a pe r f ec t  f ede rae ion  but i t  is  Ehe bese we've goE. I f  we a l l  
made a r e a l  e f f o r b  we could make i t  a good d e a l  more e f f e c a i v e  and worthwhile. I am 
f o r  ASF, warns and a l l !  

Alber t  Goede 
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THE CASE AGAINST STAYING WITH ASF 

The p r i n c i p l e  elemenr which g i v e s  u s  c a u s e  a 0  withdraw form t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
S p e l e o l o g i c a l  F e d e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  c o s t  of membership and r h e  f a c e  thab we a s  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  c l u b  p r i m a r i l y  i n r e r e s r e d  i n  s p o r t  c a v i n g ,  r e c e i v e  v e r y  L i r r l e  i n  
r e t u r n .  

TCC membership f e e s  a r e  c u r r o n r l y  a r  $16.00 f o r  f u l l  membership. ALmose h a l f  of 
t h e  f e e  ($7.50)  i s  f o r  ASF membership. The n a t u r e  of t h e  c l u b ' s  i n t e r e s t s  and 
a c a i v i a i e s  i n v o l v e s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  expense  f o r  t h e  purchas ing  of new equipment and @ h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of Spe leo  S p i e l  which ae  presena is b a r e l y  b reak ing  even.  Needless  Do 
s a y ,  a n  e x t r a  $7.50 pe r  member would do much i n  o f f s e t ~ i n g  Ehese c o s r s  which I may 
add produce t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  che c l u b .  

Ae p r e s e n t  i t  would a p p e a r  chap che o n l y  t a n g i b l e  t h i n g  we r e c e i v c  f o r  o u r  money 
from ahe ASF i s  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  n e w s l s a r e r  which i c  is f e l t  c o n t a i n s  v e r y  l i re .Le of 
i n a e r e s a  t o  Tasmanian c a v e r s .  Of c o u r s e  i t  c a n  and h a s  been arguzd t h a t  you o n l y  
gea ou t  of a  p u b l i c a a i o n  of t h i s  n a t u r e  what you puE i n .  TCC has  i n  t h e  p a s t  
con t  r ibuaed  a r a i c l e s  and phoaographs,  e g  r e p o r t s  on Cauldron P o t ,  S e r e n d i p i t y  and 
I c e  Tube. A ~ I  presena however, documentar ion of our  c a v i n g  a c t i v i r i s s  is pub l i shed  i n  
Spe leo  S p i e l  which i s  r e c e i v e d  by mosr ASF member c l u b s .  A p o s s i b l e  s u g g ~ s r i o n  f o r  
ahe improvement of t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  may be f o r  t h e  e d i a o r  t o  make c o n t a c t  w i t h  poople 
who a r e  w r i t i n g  i n e e r e s o i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l u b  n e s l e t t e r  around t h e  
counary,  and i n v i a e  Ohem bo w r i t e  a n  a r t i c l e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  Phe ASF n e s l e t a z r  
che reby  c r e a a i n g  a n  incentive f o r  p o r e n t i a l  c o n t r i b u e o r s .  

While TCC w a s  one of r h e  found ing  members of ASF i r  is g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  chap ahe 
F e d e r a r i o n  i s  no Longer ahe  same F e d e r a r i o n  t h a s  i t  once was. I r  now a p p e a r s  & o  b2 
main ly  concerned wiuh i s s u e s  of a  b u r e a u c r a t i c  nacure  of most i n t e r e s t  Lo mainland 
c l u b s ,  who i r  musa be ment ioned,  consa iCute  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  ASF membership. 

I D  may w e l l  be ahac r h e  nacure  of ahe type  of cav ing  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  c l u b s  
w i l l  r e f l e c t  e h e i r  i n a e r e s a s  i n  a n  o r g a n i s a r i o n  such a s  ASF. Wirhour wish ing  ao 
a p p e a r  condescending,  I would suggesa t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of TCC which a r e  decsrmined 
by che  more s p o r t i n g  natmre of Tasmanian cav ing  a r e  incongruent  wi rh  t h e  preseno 
i n a e r e s a s  of ASF a s  a  whole.  

It may be argued ahaa ASF could  be of g r e a r  b e n e f i r  co TCC shouLd we have che need 
t o  f i g h e  any  c o n s e r v a r i o n  i s s u e s .  However, shou ld  Ph i s  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e  i C  is 
u n l i k e l y  a h a t  TCC would be che o n l y  c l u b  involved and ocher  Tasmanian c l u b s  who a r e  
ASF members would be a f f e c c e d  a l s o .  

Anoaher p o s s i b l a  benefit of r emain ing  i n  ASF could  be t h e  i n s u r a n c e  l i a b i l i t y  
shou ld  a  member be i n j u r e d  and subsequena ly  s u e  che c l u b .  Because ASF is a n  
incorporabed  body t h e  c l u b  could  o n l y  be sued f o r  ins a s s e t s  i n  ASF which of c o u r s e  
i s  ahe membership f e e .  However, c o n s i d e r i n g  ahe f a c a  chaa TCC has  never  been sued 
d u r i n g  i a s  39 y e a r  e x i s a e n c e  and che i m p r o b a b i l i t y  of i t s  occurence  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I 
f e e l  EhaE i t  may be argued Ehac $7.50 p e r  member is expens ive  i n s u r a n c e  when Ehere 
a r e  s o  many o a h e r  ah ings  ahe money cou ld  be used f o r .  These i n c l u d s  buying lamps 
and SRT B r a i n i n g  equipmena t o  g e t  p o t e n t i a l  new members i n a e r e s r e d  i n  c a v i n g  and TCC 
i n  nhe f i r s a  p l a c e .  

Mart yn Carnes 
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The f o l l o w i n g  t r i p  r e p o r t  i s  a  h i g h l y  condensed v e r s i o n  of one t h a t  w i l l  
u l t i m a t e l y  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  pages of TCC's long  awai ted  J o u r n a l .  The o r i g i n a l  l i t e r a r y  
e p i c  was t o o  b i g  t o  f i t  i n  t h e  S p i e l  ( abou t  35 h a n d w r i t t e n  p a g e s ) ,  s o  t h i s  summation 
w i l l  have t o  do f o r  hhe moment. Keep a n  eye  o u t  f o r  a  l e n g t h y  and s l i g h t l y  humorous 
r a v i n g  i n  t h e  aforement ioned j o u r n a l .  With any luck  i t  may g e t  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y !  

AUSSIES ABROAD - MEXICO FEBRUARY TO APRIL, 1985 

Those invo lved :  Alan War i ld ,  Dave and Cary Barlow, Dave M a r t i n ,  Stephen Bunton, 
Mark Wilson,  Ed G a r n e t t ,  Anne Grey, Mark Bonwick and Nick Hums. 

The above group l o o s e l y  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  town of Tehuacan, l o c a t e d  s o u t h  
e a s t  of Mexico C i t y .  We bought up b i g  i n  t h e  Local supermarket  t h e n  headed o f f  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Coyomeapan. T h i s  a r e a  had been r e c c e ' d  p r e v i o u s l y  by A 1  and Bunty and 
appeared q u i t e  promis ing.  

Over t h e  next  two weeks we exp lo red  myriad v e r t i c a l  s h a f t s ,  e a s i l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
open p i n e  f o r e s t  h e r e .  P i t c h e s  of L40 m e t e r s  (+) were e n c o u n t e r ~ d  and €he  c a v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  were warm, c l e a n  and d r y .  Very, v e r y  n i c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  due t o  t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  k a r s t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  s i l t e d  o f f  a t  about  200 m e t r e s  d e p t h .  However i t  
was v e r y  p l e a s a n t  c a v i n g  i n  v i r g i n  t e r r i t o r y .  

A move t o  Huau t l a  brought t h e  promise of d o i n g  known 1000 met re  deep  sys tems and 
p o s s i b l y  f i n d i n g  some of o u r  own. T h i s  was thwar ted  f o r  a lmost  two weeks by a  t h e n  
newly i n t r o d u c e d  f e d e r a l  permit  requirement  f o r  c a v i n g  i n  t h e  Huaut la  a r e a .  Th i s  
was f r u s t r a t i n g ,  but we could  do n o t h i n g  about  i t  u n t i l  t h e  permit  came th rough .  

During t h i s  p e r i o d  we d i d  some s u r f a c e  t r o g g i n g  on t h e  l i t t l e  v i s i t e d  Cero Rabon. 
T h i s  mass ive  a r e a  h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o t e n t i a l  (about  2000 met res  from p l a t e a u  t o  
v a l l e y  r e s u r g e n c e )  f o r  v e r t i c a l  sys tems.  The v e g e t a t i o n  h e r e  was exCremeLy h o s t i l e  
and d e f i n i t e l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  scope  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  Some of t h e  more remote f e a t u r e s  
on t h i s  p l a t e a u  ( s e e n  on a e r i a l  p h o t o s )  must be t r u l y  enormous i n  s i z e .  More w i l l  
l i k e l y  be h e a r d  about  Cer ro  Rabon i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  p o s s i b l y  from h e l i - c a v e r s !  

S t e v e  and myself went o f f  f o r  some i c e  c l imbing  on t h e  vo lcanoes  " P o p o c a t e p e t l "  
and " I x t a c c i h u a C l "  - b o t h  summits exceed L7000 f s e t  ( I  c l a i m  a  f i r s t  a s c e n t  i n  
' i d a i r y  b o o t s " ! ) .  We o n l y  had one p a i r  of  crampons between u s  s o  had t o  t a k e  t u r n s  
" so lo ing ' :  when above t h e  snowl ine .  T h i s  was a l l  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e  and ons  of  t h e  b i g  
h i g h l i g h t s  of t h e  whole t r i p .  

S t e v e  and I r e t u r n e d  t o  Huau t l a  t h e  day  t h e  permit  came th rough  and a l l  of u s  d i d  
a p r e r i g  t r i p  i n  "La Ni ta ' :  t h e  next  day.  We bottomed t h e  cave i n  a  second t r i p  c h a t  
t o o k  o v e r  27 h o u r s  s u r f a c e  t o  s u r f a c e .  Der igg ing  was e x t r e m e l y  drawn o u t  and t i r i n g  
- between 30 and 40 p i t c h e s  I b e l i e v e .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  cave e n t r a n c e  was onLy some 
20 m e t r e s  from t h e  van! The cave was s u p e r b ,  e a s y  passageway down t o  1030 m e t r e s  
d e p t h ,  w i t h  a n  e n t r a n c e  Go sump d i s t a n c e  of e i g h t  k i l o m e t r e s ,  one way. 

Our r e n t e d  home was s i t t i n g  on t h e  edge of t h e  huge San Augus t in  d o l i n e .  Another 
p r e r i g  t r i p  Eook u s  down t o  500 m e t r e s  i n  "San Augus t in" ,  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t r e a m  c a v e ,  
even  b e t t e r  t h a n  La N i t a .  The f i r s t  two p i t c h e s  were both  90 m e t r e s  and t h e r e  were 
some t h i r t y  p i t c h e s  s t i l l  t o  go! Our bot toming t r i p  took u s  t o  t h e  sump a c  860 
m e t r e s  d e p t h ,  p a s s i n g  th rough  t h e  f i n e s t  v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  I have e v e r  done o r  seen .  
The l a s t  few k i l o m e t r e s  c a r r i e d  th rough  g l a s s  smooth l i m e s t o n e ,  w i l d l y  s c u l p t o d  by 
t h e  power of t h e  w a t e r  - t h i s  was s i m i l a r  t o  p a r t s  of t h e  F r a n k l i n  R i v e r .  We 



SPELEO SPIEL NO. 208 
AUGUST 1985 NOTE: DECEMBER 4 - ASF Yes/No VOTE MEETING 

PAGE 7 

sur faced  fo l lowing  more t han  24 hours underground. 

The Americans turned up i n  Huautla about t h i s  t ime. An exped i t i on  of 40 odd 
people,  i E  opened up a  new caving experience f o r  u s ,  s ee ing  t h e i r  massive ropes and 
d i f f e r e n t  t echniques ,  e t c .  Our j o i n t  s o c i a l  s e s s ions  were a m s i n g  and a  few 
Australian-American combination caving t r i p s  proved i n t e r e s t i n g *  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as 
some of our caving methods were incompatible!  Anne and I j o ined  f o r c e s  wi th  t h e  
yanks t o  do Ni ta  Nanta, yet  another  1000 metre  deep system. We phoeographed our  way 
down t o  t h e i r  camping chamber a t  over 600 met res .  They intended scaying  down f o r  
f i v e  days i n  an  at tempt  Eo connect Ni ta  Nanta wi th  Sistema Huaubla. The Ewo caves 
approach w i t h i n  20 metres  of each o t h e r  and a  j o in ing  of t h e  two would y i e l d  che 
t h i r d  o r  fourch  deepest  cave i n  t h e  world. 

The Aus t r a l i ans  moved from Huaucla, p a r t l y  t o  give t h e  Americans a  bit: more room 
i n  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  accomodation. We ren ted  another  house a t  Marie Louise and explored 
t h e  h i l l s  above t h e r e  over  Ehe next few weeks. Massive en t r ance  s h a f t s  y ie lded  a  
few caves of over  200 met res .  Unfor tuna te ly  our ps rmi t ted  t ime i n  t h e  Huautla a r e a  
had run out and a t  t h i s  t ime I had t o  Leave t h e  group t o  r e t u r n  t o  A u s t r a l t a .  

A0 t h i s  s t a g e  of t he  exped i t i on  on ly  A 1  Warild, Steve Bunton, Dave and Carey 
Barlow, Ame Grey and Mark Wilson were l e f t  t o  c a r r y  on. They went t o  Chi lchobla  
and e v e n t u a l l y  found a  cave which wsnt C O  450 metres - ':Nits Xonga". This  was a s  f a r  
a s  they  go t ,  i n ,  quote ". . . . . .good Looking s t ream passage, t o  t h e  t o p  of a  50 t o  LOO 
metre  p i tch . . . . . ' : ,  i e  s t i l l  going!!  This  cave is  i n  an a r e a  wich 1200 t o  1500 mecra 
p o t e n t i a l .  

The remaining f i v e  disbanded a f t e r  t h i s  - j e t s e t t i n g  t h e i r  i nd iv idua l  ways t o  
va r ious  s k i i n g ,  climbing and caving a r e a s  of t he  world. A b  Last word they  a r e  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  Mexico and Ni t a  Xonga i n  December of t h i s  year  f o r  another  push. 
Anyone wi th  t h e  mere $2000 requi red  f o r  an  a i r l i n e  t i c k e t  would probably be welcome 
t o  j o i n  them - i t  c e r t a i n l y  would be worth i t .  

Your roving r e p o r t e r  - Nikos Hume 

NOTES ON THE SKYHOOK POT AND M I N I  MARTIN SURVEY 

Sky Hook Pot was i n i t i a l l y  numbered TB-L004 by Gordan Taylor e t  a l .  (N.U.C.C.) i n  
1979-80 and f i r s t  en te red  by S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard i n  1981. P i t ches  of 14 metres  
and 28 meEres led t o  a  small  i n secu re  ledge where a  l a r g e  h o r i z o n t a l  f i s s u r e  
e n t e r t a i n e d  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  view ac ros s  t o  t h e  ILO metre  en t r ance  s h a f t  of Mini 
Martin.  However, IB-1004 is an independant s h a f t  system t o  MM and subsequent 
e x p l o r a t i o n  by S t e f an  Eberhard and Al i ce  Ryan i n  Exi t  Cave loca ted  a  p i l e  of logs  
and epigean vege tab le  d e b r i s  a t  t h e  presumed base of t he  IB-1004 s h a f t  system. 

A s  repor ted  i n  SS 204, t h e  complete connect ion of IB-1004 through t o  Ex i t  Cave d i d  
not even tua t e  u n t i l  December 1984. The grade 4 survey  of t he  cave encompassed a  
s u r f a c e  survey t o  t h e  en t r ance  of MM; a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  survey included a  d e v i a t i o n  
t o  t h e  base of che f i n a l  c i r c a  30 mecre p i t c h  i n  MM. The te rmina t ion  of t h e  survey  
i s  marked by a  c a i r n  on a  l a r g e  conspicuous boulder adjacenb t o  khe Exi t  Cave 
stream. For completeness,  a  grade 2 survey  of MM has been annexed so  t he  Sky Hook 
Pot survey. The depth of MM t o  s t ream l e v e l  (Camp 11 a r e a )  i n  Exi t  Cave i s  220 
metres .  The v e r t i c a l  d rop  from he re  t o  t h e  resurgence of Exi t  Cave i s  not known and 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  depth of MM would be s l i g h t l y  i n  excess  of 220 metres  
(probably 225-230 me t r e s ) .  
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Due t o  IB-1004's c l o s e  proximity t o  Big Tree Poh i E  was pos tu l a t ed  t h m  i t  was 
indeed ahe Long l o s t  MacheEe Pc& and i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  such i n  SS 204. Machetie PoB 
was discovered a t  t h e  same Eime a s  Big Tree Pot (1960 ' s )  and t h e  name i s  der ived  
from t h e  f ace  t h a t  Br ian  C o l l i n  dropped a machete ( a c c i d e n t l y )  ir&o t h e  en l r ance ,  
whereupon i t  is reputed Eo have plummetlted f o r  a cons iderab le  d i soance-  Ramxarch by 
Arthur  Clarke sugges ts  t h a t  IB-L004 i s  not Bhs o r i g i n a l  Machete PoE so herswi th  t h e  - 
cave i s  r e f e r r e d  Eo a s  Sky Hook Pot -  Furthermore, i E  should be nobed ehaa Bhe 
IB-L004 t a g  was on ly  intended a s  temporary i d e n h i f i c a t i o n  and ArEhur has  re-numbered 
bhe cave IB-34. To avoid confusion wi th  t h i s  synonymy, both number Eags remain 
i n - s i au .  

Sky Hook Pot is a pleasant: cave, t h e  rock i s  r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a n  and s o l i d  and 
provides  oppor tun i ty  f o r  Ehe a p p l i c a t i o n  of i n t e r e s e i n g  and imaginat ive r i g g i n g  
techniques  - t h e  explorak ion  / survey t r i p  i n  December 1984 made good use  of chocks, 
p i t o n s  and a sky hook. 

Sky Hook PoE represenas  a v i a b l e  a l t e r n a h i v e  Eo. MM, o r  even t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  a 
double exchange through- t r ip  bekween t h e  two potholes .  I 

Stef  an  Eberhard 
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