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THERE'S MOVEMENT IN THE HOUSE.....

Mikes and Chris Edwards have at last become officially middle class following the
recent purchase of some real estate in that end of town also occupizd by the
editor. Rumour has it that at some time in the not too distant future there will bs
a house warming to end all house warmings, so stay tunad for that.

Their new address is: 67 Carlton Strest
New Town
Hobart 7008

and phone numbser: 280624
The house is apparently nsxt door to a small park containing a largs brightly
painted steam traction engine. Not too hard to find really, even aftar a night at

the pub!

$ 5888558885 55888855585555583555855555585555535585558885588888

AND NOW A WORD FROM OUR STAL COUNTER........

The club has recently spent $720 on 12 cap lamp batreriss and $125 on spars parts
for rhe lamps rhemselves. Please rry to pay the $1 per member or $2 per non-membsr
rental fes as we (dassparately) need to recoup the expenditure!!

Chris Davies — Treasurer

$888888855585555553588555558855855555555558885555558888888$

NICK HUME'S JUST MILDLY FANTASTIC PRUSIK SYSTEM

For truly international prusiking plesasure, this system is a Tasmanian refinsment
of an English modification of the American “"Howie System”. Laugh at your friends and
in-laws as they don various "bras” preparatory to laborious sit-stand methods of
rope ascension. Those archaic set-ups are for the birds...... ..urh, frogs! Are you
fed up with straight jackets and gnashing vertabrae? Then read on......
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CONSTRUCTION AND ASSEMBLY

The foundation of this system is a back belt that replaces all those awkward
painfull chest harnesses. The back belt consists of a length of stiff two inch
tape, of the type that four wheel drivers use as anchor slings on winching set-ups.
To onz end of this is securely sewn a Gibbs ascendsr (ses Montgomzry's SRT book for
appropriate methods of doing this). The other end consists of a waist krab
connector of the same type that was used to hie into the old style TROLL climbing
belns. A TROLL 3-bar buckle is threaded with the overlapping two inch tape (above
the connsctor) to allow length adjustment. Though the buckle could be dispensed
with once the correck belt lsngth is found, it would bs preferrable to leave it in
place, allowing adjustment when using other types of sit harnesses.

The edge of a onz inch section of tubular tape is sewn alongside the two inch
bzle. Two strands of shock cord are then inser?ed through the #ubular tape, which
acts as a protective sheath for same. The shock-cord is for atrtachment to ankle and
knee (rope walker) ascenders, pulling those ascenders up the rope automatically on
each "stroke”, thus incidently allowing a hands-free ascent. Manufaceturing this
article will occupy your mind while watching TV. I recommend the use of a very.
strong thread when you are doing this, namely waxed dacron sailcloth thread ’
available from any yachting store (take your credit card!).

DRIVING INSTRUCTIONS

In practice, the belt connector is clipped into the waist krab, fhen passes
diagonally across the back where the Gibbs ascender sits tightly on ths oppositks
shoulder. This holds the body close to the rope, unlike the tightest of chest
harnssses. The belt has the advantage of being able ho bz turnsd into a safety
bzslay on difficult and awkward pitches, by msrely stepping out of the thing, so it
is in front of you.

There are two other ascenders required. One is attached to the ankle and may or
may not be shock corded to the shoulder set-up, as per preference. The other
ascender floats by the knes and needs shockcording. This floatsr must bs safety
cordasd to the waist krab, or a change of direction will bs experienced if the pin
holding the Gibbs housing decides to pop out. Weaken the cam springs of these
ascendsers to improve efficiency while ropewalking.

To use this incredible systam, simply follow the sequence in the attached
diagram.

(a) Attach the ankle ropewalker (as in most rops walking systems, somz2 bobtom
weighting is desirable - try tying on a small rock!

(b) Attach the Gibbs to the rope, the belt being in front of you at this stags.

(c) Sit on the Gibbs, then atnach the third floating ascender to th= rope.

(d) As you besar weight on the lower Jumars, duck your head through the bzlt, so
the Gibbs rests tightly on th2 opposite shoulder (just like shouldering a g2ar rack

whan rock climbing!).

(&) You are now rtight up against the rope and squally important, your hands ars
completely fres #o hold onko cigarebtess, baser cans, eBCieesns

(f) Clip shock cord(s) onto ropewalker(s) then race up the rope!!
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This system is simplicity itself when negotiating the tops of pitches. When
geeting off the rope, simply slip out of the bel? and it then acts as a self balay
while disconnecting the ropewalkers. You can then actually straightan up and walk
away, instead of being doubled up in pain!

Reverse prusiking past knots is simpler, by virtus of there being a freza space in
front of you in which ko manage the descender. The method is hardwearing, practical
and with minimal practice and finetuning, will likely become your final (heh!,
heh!) SRT rig.

Nick Hume

-+

CAVE NUMBERING: FLORENTINE VALLEY

Thz following caves were numbered during September, 1985:

JF-203: BONE PIT. A large rifp entrance in a limestone bluff at thz top of Chrisps
Road. Total depth is 113 metres, although this could be increased by up to 10 merrss
if the JF-383 antrance is connscted. Thz original tag could not be found and the
new one was placed on a rock face on the left side of the entrance. JF-383: BONE
PIT UPPER ENTRANCE. A small hole on thz bluff immediately above the main Bons Pit
entrance. A squegze at a depth of roughly 4 metres is undoubtedly connzcted to tha
chamber bslow the first pitch of Bone Pit, although it is yet ko bz physically
surpassed. This entrance was initially found and excavated on 2 June 1985. JF-384:
EAGLE POT. A small entrance roughly 60 metres north of Asteroid Pot. The cave
carriss a good draught however it appzars to bs choked at a depth of about 5
mebres. Just inside the entrance is an exceptionally tight squeezz that was
enlargad with a hammer to allow access. JF-385:; WHERRETS SWALLET ONE. A small
stream cascades over a 10 meers high cliff on %hs side of a dolins. 1Ir does not
appear possible to penetrate this system due 2o fallen boulders and mud choke. The
contack betwesn Bhs limestone and overlying impervious layers can be clearly seen in
the doline wall. The number tag was placed on a rock facz 6 metrss to the lefn of
the watserfall. JF-386: WHERRETS SWALLET TWO. A slightly smaller strzam sinking in a
doline 10 metres away from JF-385, and also apparently impenztrable. Thz tag was
placed on a rock face on the right below a climb down into thes entrance. JF-385 and
JF-386 are located high on Wherrets Lookout, south west of Serendipity. JF-387:
PORCUPINE POT. A largs doline entirance off the F9 Road. This cave was first locatsd
in September 1982 (see SS 180) and a return trip in April 1984 managad to rzmove
several wedged boulders and explore a stesply descanding rift. Exploration halted
at an impassable squeeze below a 15 medrz pitch. In Septzmber 1985 rthis squeeze was
enlarged with explosives and the cave currently has an estimated depth of 60 metres,
with good potenfiifal for a lot mors. Thz tag was placzsd on a rock face in the
entrance chamber. JF-388: Un-named cave and strzamsink. A large dolinz off the F9
Road (sez SS 180). The tag was placed in a dry overhanging enftrance in the side of
the dolinse. The dry entrance has bezen zxplorad to a depth of 15 metres, while a
squeeze where the stream goes underground bars progress. Roughly 100 metres away
from JF-387. JF-389: SNOW PERSON POT. A tiny entrance nzar the track to Udensala
from the F9 Road. A 22 metre entrance pittch drops into a spacious chamber with no
possibility for extension (sez SS 180). JF-390: LAWRENCE CREEK RISING. A large
rzsurgence off Cashions Cresk Road. Diving has revealed a constricted passage
descending to a depth of 20 metres infto a spacious underwarter tunn2l (see SS 200).
There is the possibility of a very long cave dive as the Lawrence Rivulet Sink is
abouk 3 kilometres from the resurgsnce.

Errata to cave numbzring in Spszleo Spie=l 206
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JF~371. Thz name of JF-371 is now officially FLICK MINTS HOLE, not Florantins Pot.
There is a Florzntine Cave elsswhers in the valley. Flick Mints Hole was rescezntly
zxplorzd to a depth of 204 metres.

A survey of JF-368 Armadillo Pot was not includad as indicated.

Exrata to cavz numbering in Spzleo Spiel 207

JF-379: GASH POT. This should rzad: A long rift entrancz a couple of metres from
JF-358. Th= tag was placed on a veretical wall nzar a rock arzbte szparating Gash Pot
and a small shaft that joins JF-358. Gash Pot is connzcted to JF-380, although the
connection is not humanly nsgotiable.

Rolan Eberhard

khkkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhkhkhhhhhhhhkhkhhhhrhhhhhkhixXxhddhrhhhixdhdhhihhiix

THE MILKRUN - IDA BAY AREA

PARTY: Stefan Eberhard, Nick Hume, Martyn Carnzs and Danielle ? (a Sydnsy visitor)

Having hzard that The Milkrun was still going, and considering its close proximity
to Mini Martin and thzreforz Exit, the above pzople decided to investigate.

After obtaining access dirzctions from Arthur Clarke we had no difficulty in
locating thz cave. Thz first pitch was a clean dry and pleasurable 42 metrez to a
cseries of 3 short pitchzs, the first of which we frze climbed. Ths next (25 mebre)
was rigged free hanging without Braversing out Bo thz boltn. The bolts on the next
two pitchzs (approx. 49 metre and 25 metrz) made for zasy rigging, and Stefan and I
werz2 soon grovelling through ths str=amway reported by Arthur on his previous Brip
while Nick and Danielle made their way down past fhe unfortunate knot on the last
pitch.

The streamway carried little water and progress was made through moderatzly right
passagz for approximately 50 mstres to a flatkenzr which was deemed "not
nzgotiable”. Th2re was absolubely no sight of any draught.

Athough we didn't break through to Exit (although wz must hava bezn closz at -205
metres), we had a thoroughly znjoyable trip. Many thanks to Arthur for his
hospitality and dirzctions.

Martyn Carnzs

hhkkrAhkhhhhhhhhxhhhhkhhohhhhhrhAhhhhhhhhhhrdhrdhirhhrhhidhhhhx

PUNISHMENT POT 11 August, 1985

PARTY: Martyn Carnes, Stefan and Rolan Eberhard

While Martyn and Stzfan continued gxcavating abt Asteroid Pot, I conkinued up
rowards Serendipity looking for nzw cave entrances. Well below Serendip I branched
off to the right into an adjacent dry vallzy. I located several zntrances in a
scrub~bash that took me up the valley, back down 70 Serendip and finally up ko ths
top of Wherrees Lookout. Thz view from Whzrrebs was magnificent and on the way up L
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located two swallets wherz sbtrzams showzr down a cliff from thz overlying impzrvious
rock, and sink in the limestone. Thzy are very high up and probably blocked but
deserve closer investigation.

I eventually rejoinad Stefan and Martyn at Punishment Pot. Using a hand winch
(thanks Stu) we atnempted to shift a rock (about the size of a coffee table) that
blocked what appsared ko be the way into thz cave. 1Ib was a small briumph of
enginesring to winch the rock up in the air and move it Bo one side, chilled by a
watterfall crashing down from above! A few C-clips were straightensd out in the
process thab revealed a pool of water but no cave! This is unfortunate as the
entrance is a particularly promising one. A small hole 1in one side of the doline
carries a howling draught ab times, but an impossible squeeze bars thes way a few
mebres down. An adjacent shaft (JF-374) is blocked with mud ar the bottom, and in a
small hole bepween this shaft and Punishment Pob waher can be heard but not followsd
far (the hole is connzsckted ko JF-374).

Ie appears a lot of wotk will be resquired to penetrate this cave.
Rolan Eberhard

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAARNAANAARNAANAAAAAANARNANAAAANANAAAMAAANAAANAAANAANANAA

RESCUE AT NATIONAL GALLERY - IDA BAY 25 AUGUST, 1985

Danielle (Sydney visitor) and I were schting out for homz after a social trip to
Midnike Hole, when an ambulance went past in thz opposite direction. We did a
U-turn and followed the vehicle back to the Luns River quarry where if and anolher
vehicle proceesded ko form a "wagon krain”, rhat is thay followed each other in
circles, presumably trying to find a way to thz top. Eventually thzy stoppzd long
znough for us Bo ask what was going on. A girl called Karen told us that a person
was pinned by the arm in "National Gallery Cave"” (IB-47) and that this was
preventing a thicrd person from gzsbbing out -~ iz there were two people Brapped in a
cave that no-one present had ever hzard of, with ths exception of Karen.

We lad the vehicles, now including a police car and anothztr ambulance, up to the
start of the "Exit Cave Track”. Jim Davidson, a policeman from Dover, attempted Bo
bring order to all the above chaos, which was no easy task. He quickly formulated a
plan for abtacking thez problem, then informed thz assembled crowd of ambulance
officers, etc. Announcing that everything was OK because Bhere ware Bwo exparienced
caving persons present, he poinbted Iin Bhe direction of Danielle and myself. We both
lookaed at each other and inwardly groaned "Oh no, not again....".

Karen told us thab thz Brapped person was Pedrina Quinn. I remembered that I owed
Petrina a drink, so threw a bobttle of plum wine intto my cave pack, along with
pitons, pulleys, etc. We changed into webd caving gear in a chill wind, then
zveryone as a group seb off behind Karen who was the only person knowing zxactly
where Bo go.

Ten minubes or so from the cars, the group left thz (blue) Exit rrack and turned
right up khe yellow track Po Nanional Gallery cave. I lefbt a cyalume at this spot
to guide the police S & R squad, st#ill on thsir way from Hobart. We followed the
right branch of the yellow prack for a short distance which led to an impressive
doline wheres scatterad cave gear pold us we had arrived at the right place. The
first problem was solved!!

A lipple time was taken ko organise people, after which Danielle and I set off
down the enkrance slope. We rigged a handline down bto a smallish chamber.
Gensrally phe flooring talus hzre was loosz and mobilz and soms care was needed when
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moving around. We bokh passed through a small tube to another loose floorzd chamber
where we found Petrina, apparently perched under a thrzz or four hundred kilogram
bouldzr. Richard Cronnolly had bezn comforting and warming her for szveral hours
and was doing a hero's job.

The situation did nob look very bright. The rock had pinned her arm in an awkward
way that would require lifpring the offending object some hesight Bo free her. There
was not much room for a good heave-ho and bthere was phe risk phab phz thing might
shifn or slidz, bringing ibs full weight on her arm or even crushing h2r against the
nearby wall. The latter possibility would quire likely have proven fahal.

Pebrina was suspended above a shorrk ladder pitch phat started in a sque=z2. An
interesting position ko be caught in. Jim Davidson, Daniells and I rigged some foot
stirrups for her to besar weighd on, as she had previously been virtually hanging
from the trapped arm.

We then pondered the pro's and con's of what to do next. None of tha options
appzared parkicularly palarable. We could either try to shifer th2 bouldsr and risk
crushing hzr or waih until the S & R squad arrivad to bring modern high-tzch rescue
bechniques to bear. As Bhere was no adzquate communication facility available, we
were unsure as to when this help would arrivz, so decidzd bto have a go at the
boulder. This decision was mads bezaring in mind the effect a lengbthy dz=lay would
have on the future wellbeing of the arm.

As it purned oub, dzspitz bhz usz of ropes, good anchor poinks etc., we failad to
shifr the thing at all. This was duz to thz limited number of bodies that could
effecbivley bring weight Bo bear in the confinzs of the chamber. Suddenly it looked
as though it would be a very long night and we all felk an intense frustrabion an
being powsrlzss to end khe suffering.

Petrina had remarkable spirit and in fact cheered up her blzary eyed, would-be
rescucers with much banter and posibive inbrospection. I'm sure I would have been a
wimpering misery in the same situation. Danielle adminisBered ambulance supplied
oxygen bto amend shock, then En#iranox, anothzr gas to induce a sBate of euphoria, or
somebhing..... Whabtever it was, in had the effect of quadrupling Pebrina's verbal
outflow to the point bhat ik infected us all and everyone broke up laughing. Maybe
we got a whiff of phe swtuff in phe small volume of the chamber.

Around 10 pm the S & R squad arrivad, bo everyone's considerables relief. It was
now up ko bhem. Steve Williams (in charge of Bhz operation) annnounced to Petrina
that it didn't look too bad and everykhing would be OK (he labter admibted it was one
of thz more grim siluakions he had seen). More weight was pub behind the heave-ho
system, bthis time inciluding several persons assisting from the next chamber, again
to no zffect. A Porta-Power unit (the "Jaws of Life" hydraulic jack) was then
carried inko the cave ab which point Danielle and I sneaked out Bo give the police a
bit more room Bo move.

This dzvice, operating at maximum capacity, then shifted the rock sufficiently to
free Petrina. A combination of self help and a bil of dragging broughk her back to
thz surface. This also allowed Ken Hosking to ge? out, as hez had previously bezn
prevenied from doing so by the blockage above him. He had bezn doing a variety of
calisthenics to keep warm during all Bhab time.

Around midnight Danielle and I crawled up the now boggy =2nbtrance slope to be
grested by Stuart Nicholas, valiantly waibing at the edge of 8he doline. We shared
somne plum wine and sleepy conversation with him, standing amidst a plume of smoke
from a stillborn fire. Warm bad was still two hours away!!
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Lavish praise must go Bo Bhe Police Search and Rescue crew and Ambulance Rescue
Squad, who between them freed Pebrina. We are lucky in Tasmania to have, by far, the
besk S & R organisation in Ausbralia. Jim Davidson, the local "copper” from Dover,
was just great. The ambulance guys, whose names escape me, did an ouBsBanding job
with very 1lietle in the way of cave Bype gear or expertise in that environment,
although their Rescue Vehicle conkained Bhe jack used for thsz job ipself. The local
St John volunteers providzd mostk of bthe muscle and communicasions on the night and
without doubt made Rhe show very much simplzr. Sorry Bo disturb your respective
Sunday evenings. Danizllz and I could rzally only provide company and sympathy for
Petrina, thah is from Bhe peculiarly unique caving poink of view. Let's hope the
next rescue is a very, very, very long way off. By the way, when did you, the
readzr, last go Bo an S & R exercise??

NICK HUME

AAAAAA~ AAAAAAAAAAAAAANAAARNAAAANAARNAAANAAARNANAAAAAA AnAAAAAA~AAA~NAAA

GROWLING SWALLET - NEW FEELINGS AGAIN 1 Szphember, 1985

PARTY: Trezvor Wailes, Shuarl Nicholas, Danielle Gemenis, Mark Stanford, Ann Wessing

First day of Spring and it was freszing. Winkry grey slszsk, driven by unzasy
gusbs of wind, greeted us. Desolakion - the end of Eight Road. Numb hands - New
Feelings with no feelings.

Surprisingly, entrance waber lzvels werz low, but they would no doubt be on ths
rise soon. We wandzred the noise Bhah is Bhe stream passage, then sought the quiet
sanctuary of the new section. Noting, blithely, Bhe flood debris of the inipial
crawls, we passed onto thz bzauty of the well dzcoratzd major chamber. Here, Stuart
rescued me from a fare of indigestible junk food, by procesding ko quaff my entire
food bag!

People pokzd aboub here and there, except for Trev and Stu, who remained almost
mobionless. I wandersd along the crystal crawl, followed by Ann, Daniellz and Mark,
and whacked in Bwo bolts above the 15 mzbtre pitch. A protector will still be needed
here, as I had no belay to place the bolbs oub ovzt the pitch. Seill, Bhey are good
and solid, well grzased and currently without hangers. I wandszrzd back to ths main
chamber, where Stu and Trev were stiill motionless, suffering from indigestion I
would suspece.

We were rounded up and herded back to the river. 1 took Daniellz, Ann and Mark
down to bhe climb above bthe sump. Lighkts oul, they pondzred ennui, in Bhe crashing
of Bhe waterfall. I phought about absolubely nobhing, having bzen Bhete a coupls of
times before.....

We grezbed Trev and Sku again, back at the cars. They were sibting in Trev's van
making chatbBering noises. We dropped by Max's place, bub Max unfortunately wasn't
home. A session ab khe Naiional Park Hotel was memorable, if only because Robyn
Britton beat Trev ab pool - twice!!

Nick Hume

AAAAAARMAA A AAAN AN A A A AAAAAAAA AR A AR AANAAARNANAAAAANAAANAAAANAANAANANAANA

MINING AN ASTEROID 8 SEPTEMBER, 1985

PARTY: Stefan Eberhard, Marbyn Carnes and Nick Hume
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Nob having found anything of major significance for several weeks now, fthe above
"do ik yourself” party dezcided to manufachtus a pot of rheir own. Opbimism aven
possessed us sufficiently to Bhrow SRT gear into Bhe packs, along with less
cusbomary accoutrements in the form of spade, pick, bucket and ktrowels. We
presented an unusual specbacle that even had the "no see ums” bafflad for a while.

Three hours of digging in "Astzroid Pot"” removzsd another two mebres of sbicky
mud. This pook us down Bo almost four mebBres below Bhe original surface lsvel, dz=e
enough for lighiks Bo be nezdad. We rired of digging in such a consbBricted space
before actually making the hoped for breakbthrough, however another abtempt would
dzfinitely be worth while.

The route any further digging would follow is obvious and heads Bowards the rifd
that is visible from the second "enbrance” locabed four mekres away. It is
diskinchly possibles khat another few hours digging will open a way into a pitch
series above phe furthermost chamber of "Serendipity”. This would allow a through
trip that would be second Bo none, and also give access to all she lzads
thereabouts. The horizonkal separadion bebween "Asteroid” and "Serendip” is about
ten metres (by survey) while bhe vertical component is approximakely sixty mebres
and corresponds wibh the appropriattely high aven at the exBreme end of Szrendipity.

Stefan surface Brogged the neighbouring area and came up with "Eaglz Por”. This is
a small hole, 50 or so mekres from Asteroid with a "bzaked” fluting above a narrow
climb. There was a strong oscillating draught present, indicabing another potential
antrance ko the previously mentioned syskem. A thin bladz of rock protruding from
the solid walls constricbed access to an almost cerhainly passablz rifs. Pebbles,
trundled into this rift, rolled freely down an unseen sloping passage for thresz Bo
four szconds.

This cave would be an interesting and casy site for some chemical persuasion - any
budding "bangers” amongst us? There is not the risk of collapsing this cave (unlike
Asteroid Pot) by using such methods and thz resulls could be very worthwhils
indesd. Any takers??

Nick Hums
+H+ -+t
FOOTNOTE Bo Nick's Brip report above

Whilst Nick and Marbyn were digging in Askeroid Pob, Ssefan wenk surface Bbrogging
and located a small cave approximabely 40 mztres NW of Varmint Por (JF-376). The
entrance was marked with two blue tapes - the cave chokes off afeer only 1O mebres.
Also marked in a similar fashion is another small cave in the dry vallzy bekween bBhe
Ice Tube and Szrendipity valleys. The cave is located on the northern side of the
valley only 10 mekres from the lower rim of the large dolinz where Bhe stream
sinks. The entrance is against a small cliff and descends for 10 mstres as a narrow
eifen.

Stefan Eberhard
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STOP PRESS: HOUSE WARMING B.B.Q. at MIKE & CHRIS’S
6/ CARLTON STREET, NEW TOWN
B.Y.0. everything (and glass)

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16 BE THERE anvtime after about 6pm
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