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TROG TRIVIA (and o t h e r  f l a v o u r s )  

The l a s t  coup le  of S p i e l s  have,  a s i d e  from a p p e a r i n g  remarkably c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  
been p r i n t e d  wi th  a  f a u l t y  d a i s y  wheel.  Never mind, t h e  e d i t o r  has  watered h i s  
d a i s i e s  now s o  a l l  i s  w e l l  aga in ! !  

For t h e  non-cognoscenti ,  our  new name ought  t o  be t h e  Tasmanian Cynics Club. The 
l a s t  coup le  of "meetings" have been s o  t e n s e  ( o r  i n t e n s e )  i t s  r i d i c u l o u s .  We're s o  
c y n i c a l  we d o n ' t  even t a l k  t o ,  o r  amongst, o u r s e l v e s  wi thou t  b r i n g i n g  o u t  t h e  
k n i v e s .  How t h e  h e l l  do t h i n k  any new bods must f e e l  coming i n t o  t h a t  s o r t  of 
a tmosphere?  I t s  bad enough f o r  t h e  o l d  hags  ....... 

On Thursday November 21,  beginning a t  8pm, t h e  i n a u g u r a l  meeting of t h e  Tasmanian 
Cave Research Group w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e .  The venue w i l l  be P e t r i n a  Q u i n n ' s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  
31 Knocklof ty  T e r r a c e ,  West Hobart  ( j u s t  around t h e  l e f t  c o r n e r  from t h e  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  Gourlay S t r e e t ) .  I f  you a r e  a t  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e r i o u s  r e s e a r c h  o r  s t u d i e s  of 
any s o r t  r e l a t i n g  t o  caves  and k a r s t ,  i t  would be v a l u a b l e  f o r  you t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  
meet ing.  Contact  e i t h e r  Ar thur  Cla rke  o r  P e t r i n a  f o r  more in format ion .  

Apparent ly  some of our  members a r e  p lann ing  a  t r i p  ( o r  i s  i t  j u s t  b l u f f ? ! )  t o  P  B 
f o r  t h e  Chris tmas break.  The a f f l u e n t  amongst t h e  t r i b e  a r e  f l y i n g  i n  v i a  
amphibious a i r c r a f t  ( i f  one can be found f l o a t i n g  a round) .  Should be a  Merry 
Chris tmas and Happy New River  Lagoon. See Nik Hume f o r  your p lane  t i c k e t s .  

ACCESS TO M I N I  MARTIN AREA - I D A  BAY 

To g e t  t o  Mini Mar t in ,  t h e  normal r o u t e  has  been p a s t  E x i t  Cave and up t h e  s t e e p  
t r a c k  ( t h e  o l d  Kokoda T r a i l  between E x i t  and Ent rance  c a v e s )  t o  Mini Mart in .  On 
January  22,  1985 Tom was p a r t  of a  post -conference Mini Mart in  - E x i t  through t r i p .  
A f t e r  g a i n i n g  permiss ion  from q u a r r y  manager Lindsay Rhodes, t h e  c a r s  were parked a t  
t h e  top  of Benders Quar ry .  The walk down t o  E x i t  took abou t  one hour .  The walk u p  
t h e  Kokoda T r a i l  t o  Mini Mart in  took n e a r l y  two hours  wi th  a l l  t h e  bumbling, r o u t e  
f i n d i n g  and cave l o c a t i n g .  None of t h e  p a r t y  had seen  Mini Mart in  b e f o r e .  With 
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heavy p a c k s ,  t h e  walk o u t  i n  t h e  d a r k  from E x i t  t o  t h e  q u a r r y  took  t h e  t i r e d  p a r t y  
n e a r l y  two h o u r s .  

On t h e  map, Mini M a r t i n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a l m o s t  t h e  same e l e v a t i o n  a s  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  
q u a r r y ,  and 2  k i l o m e t r e s  d i s t a n t .  The t r a c k  t o  E x i t  l o s e s  l i t t l e  h e i g h t  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  k i l o m e t r e  o r  s o .  Mini M a r t i n  s h o u l d  be  o n l y  a  few hundred  m e t r e s  from Roy 
S k i n n e r ' s  t r a c k .  

March 1 9 ,  1985. Tom v e r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  r o u t e  was f e a s i b l e  on t h e  ground.  On t h e  
walk IB-8 (Min i  M a r t i n ) ,  IB-1002 (now IB-33) and IB-7 were s e e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  some new 
h o l e s .  On t h e  way back  t o  t h e  q u a r r y  some f a l l e n  t i m b e r  was removed from t h e  E x i t  
t r a c k .  

A p r i l  2 .  A r t h u r  C l a r k e  and Tom l o c a t e d  and tagged IE-27 (Chicken Bone P o t )  and 
IB-24 (Hang-about Ho le ) .  They are a b o u t  250 metres n o r t h  of  ( a b o v e )  t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  
and a b o u t  0 . 8  t o  1 .0  k i l o m e t r e  west o f  t h e  t o p  o f  B e n d e r ' s  q u a r r y .  The t r a c k  i s  
l e f t  a t  a  3 m e t r e  h i g h  rocky  k n o l l  t h a t  i t  c l i m b s  o v e r ,  and a  rocky  r i d g e  i s  
a scended  t o  t h e  two h o l e s .  

Two hundred m e t r e s  f u r t h e r  a l o n g  t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  from t h e  rocky  k n o l l  i s  a c r e e k  
t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  d r y .  Twelve mm o r  s o  o f  r a i n  makes t h i s  c r e e k  f l o w  f o r  a  few 
h o u r s .  The t r a c k  c l i m b s  f o r  20 metres o u t  o f  t h e  c r e e k ,  t h e n  d r o p s  s t e e p l y .  A t  
t h i s  h i g h  p o i n t  on t h e  t r a c k  20 m e t r e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  c r e e k  on a  v e r y  minor s p u r ,  Tom 
and A r t h u r  began marking  t h e  s h o r t  c u t  t r a c k  w i t h  r e d  t a p e .  (B lue  t a p e  i s  
p r e d o m i n a t e l y  used  on t h e  new ( S k i n n e r ' s )  t r a c k  t o  E x i t  ( IB-14) . )  The j u n c t i o n  i s  
marked w i t h  t h r e e  t a p e s  - r e d ,  b l u e ,  r e d ,  and t h e  r e d  t aped  t r a c k  heads  w e s t ,  
c l i m b i n g  a  l i t t l e  a l o n g  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  h i l l .  

T h a t  day IB-1002 was r e t a g g e d  IB-32, and IB-1003 was r e t a g g e d  IB-33. IB-1004 
( IB-34) ,  IB-8, IB-9 and IB-7 were  v i s i t e d  and some new h o l e s  were s e e n  i n  t h e  d a y ' s  
wande r ings .  The r e t u r n  was made i n  t h e  d a r k ,  t a p i n g  i n  r e d  from IB-9 ( B i g  Tree  P o t )  
towards  t h e  E x i t  t r a c k .  Two hundred  m e t r e s  from IB-9 a  f a l l e n  l o g  was r e c o g n i s e d  
and w i t h  some r e l i e f  t h e  m o r n i n g ' s  r e d  t a p e  was e a s i l y  fo l lowed  o u t  i n  t h e  d a r k .  

A p r i l  11.  The VSA l e f t o v e r s  from t h e  M t  Anne E a s t e r  t r i p  - Tom P o r r i t t ,  D a r r y l  
C a r r ,  P h i 1  Hu tch inson ,  Lou Williams and Mai Fankhause r  - had a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  / 
f a m i l i a r i s a t i o n  day.  The r e d  t r a c k  was r e - a l i g n e d  s l i g h t l y  and f u l l y  t aped  from 
IB-9 t o  t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  n e a r  t h e  c r e e k .  Some o f  t h e  s m a l l  t i m b e r  was removed from 
t h e  t r a c k .  A s i d e  t r a c k  20  m e t r e s  u p h i l l  t o  IB-35 was t a p e d  i n  y e l l o w .  

A p r i l  12 - 16. A r t h u r  C l a r k e  and VSA tagged IB-35, IB-36, IB-37 and IB-38. The 
y e l l o w  t r a c k  was e x t e n d e d  p a s t  IB-35, 8 0  m e t r e s  NW t o  IB-37, 1 5  m e t r e s  wes t  t o  IB-38 
and 70 m e t r e s  NW t o  t h e  lower  end o f  IB-7. Access t o  IB-7 i s  p r o b a b l y  e a s i e r  from 
t h e  r e d  t r a c k  and up t h e  o b v i o u s  g u l l y  t o  TB-7 d i r e c t .  

A p r i ?  26. Tom went  v i a  t h e  r e d  t r a c k  and t h e  y e l l o w  t r a c k  t o  IB-7 and managed t o  
f o l l o w  t h e  o l d  b l u e  t a p e s  ( a l l  f o u r  o r  f i v e  of  them) t o  IB-9. IB-1004 was r e t a g g e d  
IB-34 and t h e n  a f t e r  wa lk ing  ha l fway  t o  E x i t  (IB-14) a l o n g  t h e  Kokoda T r a i l  ( m a i n l y  
b l u e  t a p e )  IB-1001 was l o c a t e d  and t agged  18-31. 

J u n e  17. Some of  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a r g e  l o g s  on t h e  t r a c k  were a t t a c k e d  w i t h  a  c h a i n  
saw. Nine hundred  m e t r e s  a l o n g  t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  a  l o g  won by jamming t h e  saw. Tom 
then  went on and t agged  IB-49 ( n e a r  IB-38 and IB-7). On t h e  r e t u r n ,  h a l f  t h e  saw was 
c a r r i e d  o u t ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  b a r  and c h a i n  i n  t h e  l o g .  

J u n e  21 ,  23. More l a r g e  t roub le some  l o g s  were tamed w i t h  a  c h a i n  saw. The b l u e  
t r a c k  was c l e a r e d  up t o  t h e  r e d  t r a c k ,  and t h e  r e d  t r a c k  was c l e a r e d  up t o  a  few 
m e t r e s  p a s t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  y e l l o w  t r a c k  t o  IB-35. 
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But  now w i t h  a l l  t h e  f o o t  t r a f f i c  and r a i n ,  mud was becoming a  problem i n  t h e  
f i r s t  few hundred  m e t r e s  from t h e  q u a r r y .  T h i s  was h e l p e d  by P h i 1  J a c k s o n  who d i d  
some e a r t h  work on t h e  w o r s t  of  t h e  muddy p a r t s .  

CONCLUSION 

The e a s i e s t  r o u t e  t o  Mini M a r t i n  (IB-8) s t a r t s  from t h e  t o p  o f  B e n d e r ' s  q u a r r y  and 
f o l l o w s  Roy S k i n n e r ' s  t r a c k  one  k i l o m e t r e  t o  a s m a l l  s p u r  20 m e t r e s  p a s t  a n  o f t e n  
d r y  c r e e k .  Here t h e  r e d ,  b l u e ,  r e d  t a p e s  on  a  t r e e  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t u r n  r i g h t  and t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  r e d  t r a c k .  

T h i s  r e d  t r a c k  i s  fo l lowed  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  end ( J u n e  1985)  a t  IB-9 ( B i g  T r e e  P o t ) .  
Mini M a r t i n  i s  a b o u t  40 m e t r e s  d i r e c t l y  from IB-9, b u t  o l d  e x i s t i n g  t r a c k s  were 
used .  From IB-9 a  poor p a t h  goes  e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  b a s e  o f  a  small c l i f f  and p a s s e s  
t h e  two e n t r a n c e s  o f  IB-33, 1 5  metres from IB-9. The o r i g i n a l  Mache t t e  P o t  i s  
p r o b a b l y  IB-33. A f u r t h e r  1 5  m e t r e s  e a s t  and d o w n h i l l  s l i g h t l y ,  o v e r  a  mess of 
f a l l e n  t r e e s  t h e r e  i s  a  t r e e  w i t h  f o u r  b l u e  t a p e s  a round i t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
o f  t h e  Kokoda T r a i l  from IB-14 and t h e  30 m e t r e  t r a c k  u p h i l l  t o  Mini   art in. The 
s t e e p  s c r a m b l e  up i s  on a  l a r g e  s t r i n g y  b a r k  l o g .  Twenty m e t r e s  u p h i l l  f rom t h e  4  
t a p e s  i s  a  s m a l l  d o l i n e  w i t h  IB-34 a t  t h e  bot tom.  

On a l l  o c c a s i o n s  p e r m i s s i o n  was g i v e n  by t h e  q u a r r y  manager ,  L indsay  Rhodes,  t o  go 
t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  q u a r r y  and e i t h e r  p a r k  v e h i c l e s  t h e r e ,  o r  on days  when b l a s t i n g  
was t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  p a r k  a t  t h e  bot tom w i t h  b u s h w a l k e r s '  c a r s .  

Loca l  c a v e r  A r t h u r  C l a r k e  (P.O. Box 4 Dover 7116,  phone 002-981107) would be 
p l e a s e d  t o  h e l p  v i s i t i n g  c a v e r s ,  and i s  p r z s e n t l y  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y i n g  and document ing  
t h e  a r e a .  

Re f .  Gordon T a y l o r  1980 J u l y ,  S p e l e o g r a f f i t i  v01  16  no .  2 pp 5 , 6  

Tom P o r r i t t  - VSA and C h i l l a g o e  Caving Club 

FLICK MINTS HOLE (JF-371) :  A CASE OF THE CRAMPS 

F l i c k  Min t s  Hole ( p r e v i o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  F l o r e n t i n e  P o t )  was f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  
i n  September  1984. Two p i t c h e s  were  descended  b u t  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  were  h a l t e d  a t  a  low 
c r a w l  b locked  by a  l a r g e  r o c k .  A d r a u g h t  h i n t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was more t o  f i n d  b u t  i t  
was o n l y  i n  J u l y  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  was t a k e n .  

20 JULY, 1985 - Rolan  and S t e f a n  Ebe rha rd  

While on  a g e n e r a l  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  and c a v e  numbering t r i p  i n  t h e  a r e a  we took  a  
hammer and c h i s e l  f o r  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  b locked  c r a w l  i n  F l i c k  Min t s .  A f t e r  some 
c h i p p i n g  w i t h  t h e  hammer and moving t h e  r o c k  a  b i t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  s q u e e z e  i n t o  
t h e  p a s s a g e  beyond. P r o g r e s s  was h a l t e d  by a  c o n s t r i c t i o n  a f t e r  t h r e e  m e t r e s  o f  
c r a w l i n g .  Half  a n  h o u r ' s  work w i t h  hammer and c h i s e l  saw t h e  s q u e e z e  e n l a r g e d  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a l l o w  a c c e s s  t o  a  s m a l l  p a s s a g e  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  beyond. T h i s  p a s s a g e  
h a s  s i n c e  been  named "The Cramps". I t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  s q u e e z e  1 5  m e t r e s  i n  l e n g t h ,  
b e i n g  g e n e r a l l y  a  m e t r e  i n  h e i g h t  and a  t h i r d  o f  t h a t  i n  w id th .  To n e g o t i a t e  i t  
i n v o l v e s  l y i n g  h o r i z o n t a l l y  on o n e ' s  s i d e  and worming a l o n g ,  p u s h i n g  a  g e a r  pack  
ahead .  A c o a t i n g  o f  mud on t h e  w a l l s  does  n o t  h e l p ,  n o r  does  a  s m a l l  t r e n c h  i n  t h e  
f l o o r  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  jam b o o t s  and c a v e  packs .  Beyond t h i s  u n p l e a s a n t  o b s t a c l e  was a  
s m a l l  chamber where t h e  s t r e a m  re -appea red  and f lowed i n t o  a  na r row s l o t .  S e v e r a l  
r o c k s  b locked  t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  - beyond was a p p a r e n t l y  a s i z a b l e  s h a f t .  
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28 JULY, 1985 - Rolan Eberhard and Martyn Carnes 

Martyn and I r e t u r n e d  and a l t h o u g h  Martyn had f o r g o t t e n  h i s  cav ing  g loves  we were 
a b l e  t o  remove t h e  rocks  and e n l a r g e  t h e  h o l e  i n t o  t h e  p i t c h  beyond. A rope  was 
belayed from a  b o l t  and a  p i t o n  and I squeezed through t h e  s l o t  i n t o  a  spac ious  
s h a f t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  avoid  t h e  wa te r  and a b r a i d i n g  t h e  rope over  an  i n i t i a l  jagged 
rock f a c e ,  I pendulumed a c r o s s  t o  a  l e d g e  s e v e r a l  met res  lower down. Here I placed 
a  f u r t h e r  b o l t  and enjoyed a  50m a b s e i l  down a  f i n e  c y l i n d r i c a l  p i t  u n t i l  I reached 
t h e  end of t h e  rope.  The base  of t h e  s h a f t  was s t i l l  some d i s t a n c e  away, b u t  
f o r t u n a t e l y  a  broad l e d g e  provided a  conven ien t  p l a c e  t o  s t o p  and t i e  on a  second 
rope.  I con t inued  a b s e i l i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  l e d g e ,  from where I could  s e e  t h e  rope  s t i l l  
d i d  n o t  q u i t e  r e a c h  t h e  bottom. 

A l l  t h i s  had taken a  f a i r  whi le  and by t h e  t ime I y e l l e d  f o r  Martyn t o  come down 
w i t h  more rope ,  h i s  f i n g e r s  had become v e r y  c o l d  whi le  w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  d raughty  
chamber a t  t h e  top.  I n  f a c t  h i s  hands were numb and he  was unab le  t o  s a f e l y  make 
t h e  changeover a t  t h e  b o l t .  There was n o t h i n g  l e f t  f o r  us t o  do b u t  make our  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  

3 August, 1985 - S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard,  Martyn Carnes and Nick Hume 

Our d e p a r t u r e  from Hobart  a t  6.30 am can be t aken  a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  TCC 
thought  they were r e a l l y  o n t o  something. I n  a  cave d i r e c t l y  above S e r e n d i p i t y ,  w i t h  
a  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  and a n  undescended p i t c h  a t  a  dep th  of 120 m e t r e s ,  a  c e r t a i n  amount 
of optimism was c e r t a i n l y  i n  o r d e r .  This  was noted t o  d imin i sh  r a p i d l y  a s  w e  
proceeded deeper  underground. We reached t h e  base  of t h e  undescended p i t c h  and 
found a  narrow canyon c o n t i n u i n g .  I e x p e c t  t h e  s e c t i o n  of passage t h a t  fo l lowed 
w i l l  g a i n  a  n o t o r i e t y  exceeding t h a t  of both  Herpes I11 and F a l l o p i a n  Tube i n  
Growling S w a l l e t .  I w i l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o t h e r  than t o  say  i t  was n o t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  en joyab le .  Nick and Martyn never  d i d  emerge a t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  r i f t  
a s  S t e f a n  and I r i g g e d  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h .  

The p i t c h  was 20 met res  i n t o  l a r g e  rock-strewn chamber. We a t t empted  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  s t ream i n t o  t h e  t a l u s  b u t  were d i scouraged  by l a r g e  p r e c a r i o u s l y  balanced 
b o u l d e r s .  A t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  chamber we d i scovered  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  i n t o  t h e  
r o c k f a l l ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a  p i t c h .  This was descended and found t o  l i n k  up wi th  a  
s t ream,  which showered i n t o  one c o r n e r  of a  l a r g e  chamber. The f u l l  e x t e n t  of t h e  
chamber became a p p a r e n t  a s  we wandered a long  i t s  l e n g t h .  A t  a  rough guess  i t  was 
100 met res  l o n g  and 25 met res  i n  h e i g h t  and width  a t  t h e  middle.  One w a l l  was 
e n c r u s t e d  w i t h  a  l a y e r  of f i n e  gypsum c r y s t a l s  - t h i s  was a l l  v e r y  impress ive ,  b u t  
we were a f t e r  depth!!  

We r e t u r n e d  t o  where t h e  wa te r  sank i n  t a l u s  and exp lored  t h e  jumble of rocks .  
Surrounded a s  we were by l a r g e  l o o s e  bou lders  showered by wate r  from above,  i t  was 
a n  un-nerving p l a c e  and w e  e v e n t u a l l y  gave up. We had reached a n  e s t i m a t e d  dep th  of 
200 m e t r e s ,  and a s  a  f u r t h e r  150 met res  of p o t e n t i a l  dep th  e x i s t s  t h e  cave  was a  b i t  
of a  d i sappoin tment .  While d ragg ing  my pack,  s t i l l  c o n t a i n i n g  60 met res  of unused 
rope ,  back through t h e  t i g h t  r i f t s  d u r i n g  our  a s c e n t ,  I began t o  r e g r e t  my optimism 
i n  t a k i n g  s o  much rope  down t h e  cave.  

Rolan Eberhard 

ASTEROIDS AND ARMADILLOS: FLORENTINE VALLEY MAY 1985 

PARTY: Nick Hume and Rolan Eberhard 
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Our o r i g i n a l  aim was t o  e x c a v a t e  A s t e r o i d  P o t ,  a  d r a u g h t i n g  e n t r a n c e  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  t u r n o f f  up t h e  S e r e n d i p i t y  v a l l e y  from t h e  packhor se  t r a c k .  The 
c a v e  l i e s  i n  a  s m a l l  d e p r e s s i o n  and c o n s i s t s  o f  two s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e s .  One 
e n t r a n c e  i s  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  f i l l e d  by d i r t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  a  s m a l l  h o l e  formed 
ma in ly  i n  c l a j  and t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  a  d e p t h  of  some f o u r  m e t r e s .  A d r a u g h t  n o t i c e d  on 
p r e v i o u s  t r i p s  and t h e  :act  A s t e r o i d  Po t  i s  l o c a t e d  more o r  l e s s  above  t h e  ups t r eam 
l i m i t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  S e r e n d i p i t y  gave  us  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  t r y  d i g g i n g  o u t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e .  

I s p e n t  some t ime  removing r o c k s  and c l a y  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  h o l e ,  f i n a l l y  
c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  d i g g i n g  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  would be a  p r o t r a c t e d  u n d e r t a k i n g .  While 
Nick s t a r t e d  d i g g i n g  a t  t h e  second e n t r a n c e ,  I s e t  o f f  t o  l o o k  f o r  o t h e r  c a v e s .  
Fo l lowing  a  minor v a l l e y  u p h i l l  I came t o  a  s m a l l  p o t h o l e .  I t  d i d  n o t  l o o k  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p romis ing  and I c o n t i n u e d ,  f i n a l l y  s t u m b l i n g  upon a  deep  g a p i n g  s h a f t  
o f f  t o  one  s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y .  I r e t r a c e d  my s t e p s  t o  A s t e r o i d  P o t  where N i c k ' s  
e x c a v a t i o n  was p r o c e e d i n g  s t e a d i l y  b u t  w i t h o u t  reward s o  f a r .  He a g r e e d  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  c a r  and f e t c h  r o p e  w h i l e  I marked a  r o u t e  t o  t h e  s h a f t .  On t h e  way I 
e x p l o r e d  t h e  s m a l l e r  p o t h o l e ,  which proved t o  be r o u g h l y  (. . .) m e t r e s  deep  and 
i n v o l v e d  a  s h o r t  p i t c h  f o l l o w e d  by a  c l i m b .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  p o t h o l e  i s  
synonymous w i t h  a  c a v e  e x p l o r e d  many y e a r s  ago  i n  t h e  same a r e a ,  named The Dungeon. 

Nick a r r i v e d  w i t h  t h e  r o p e  and we s e t  a b o u t  r i g g i n g  t h e  s h a f t .  I t  was a  most 
i m p r e s s i v e  p i t c h  o f  f i f t y  m e t r e s ,  i n v o l v i n g  two r e b e l a y s  a t  l e d g e s  on t h e  way down. 
I t s  s p a c i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  reminded me o f  The Chairman,  a l t h o u g h  on a  s m a l l e r  s c a l e .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  s h a f t  ended a b r u p t l y  i n  a  l a r g e  chamber. The n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  
were  muddy f l o w s t o n e  w a l l s  and numerous s m a l l  m a r s u p i a l  bones .  I found one s k u l l  
h a l f  cemented i n  a  p i e c e  o f  f l o w s t o n e ,  and i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  abundan t  a n i m a l  
bones  Armad i l lo  Pot(>k) seemed a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  name. 

F u r t h e r  s e a r c h i n g  i n  t h e  f o r e s t  f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c a v e  
e n t r a n c e s .  I t  was d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Armad i l lo  P o t  v a l l e y  l i e s  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  L o s t  
P o t .  A d d i t i o n a l  s u r f a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  c o u l d  be  r e w a r d i n g ,  and number 
t a g g i n g  and s u r f a c e  s u r v e y i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d .  

a r m a d i l l o :  a n y  o f  a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  burrowing mammals, hav ing  a  j o i n t e d ,  
p r o t e c t i v e  c o v e r i n g  of  bony p l a t e s .  They a r e  omnivorous and m o s t l y  n o c t u r n a l .  The 
Texas a r m a d i l l o  i s  un ique  f o r  a lways  p roduc ing  q u a d r u p l e t s  o f  one s e x .  

Rolan Eberhard  

D I V I N G  DOWNSTREAM BLACK RIVER - 2 9  Sep tember ,  1985 

?ARTY: Trevor  W a i l e s ,  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  P e t e r  Cover ( s u p p o r t e r s ) ,  S t e f a n  
Eberhard  and Nick Hurne ( d i v e r s ) .  

T h i s  was P e t e ' s  f i r s t  e v e r  t r i p  i n t o  Growl ing!! !  I t  was of  l e i s u r e l y  pace .  S t u a r t  
s e l f l e s s l y  wedged h i m s e l f  i n t o  Windy K i f t  t o  a c t  a s  a  s o r t  of  sk idway i n  a s s i s t i n g  
o u r  c a v e  packs  th rough  t h i s  awkward s e c t i o n .  

While t h e  o t h e r s  brewed e n d l e s s  cups  o r  c o f f e e ,  I donned a  30 c u b i c  f o o t  a i r  
b o t t l e  ( b a c k  mounted) p l u s  a  1 5  c u b i c  f q o t  one s t r a p p e d  t o  my s i d e .  Then d i v e d  t h e  
downstream sump r e e l i n g  o u t  t h e  l i n e  r e e l  a s  I went .  The unde rwa te r  p a s s a g e  was 
v e r y  c l e a r  and remained s h a l l o w .  A f t e r  10 - 15 m e t r e s  t h e  r o c k  c e i l i n g  gave  way t o  
a  s i l v e r y  w a t e r - a i r  i n t e r f a c e  and I s u r f a c e d  i n  " C o e l a c a n t h " ,  m o d e r a t e l y  s t u n n e d .  

I q u i c k l y  shed  t h e  d i v i n g  g e a r  and began t o  e x p l o r e .  A l a r g e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  went 
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k r  a b o u t  30 m e t r e s  b e f o r e  sumping a g a i n  i n  a  n i c e  c l e a r  poo l .  I v e r y  n e a r l y  had a  
go a t  t h i s  t o o  b u t  d e c i d e d  t o  l o o k  a t  a  few l e a d s  o f f  t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  o f  t h e  
chamber i n s t e a d .  I c l imbed  up a n  i m p r e s s i v e  f l o w s t o n e  w a l l ,  t o  e n t e r  a  15 m e t r e  
h i g h  a v e n  t h a t  t r i c k l e d  a  small q u a n t i t y  o f  w a t e r .  T h i s  w a t e r  came from a  na r row 
p a s s a g e  l e a d i n g  o f f  from above  and may c o n n e c t  w i t h  " F e d e r a t i o n  F r e e  Space" known t o  
be  somewhere ove rhead .  

A downclimb on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  f l o w s t o n e  w a l l  l e a d  th rough  some breakdown 
b l o c k s  t o  v a r i o u s  t u b e s  t h a t  were t i g h t  and b locked  by mud. I f o l l o w e d  a  s m a l l  
q u a n t i t y  of w a t e r  back  t o  t h e  main s t r e a m  p a s s a g e .  G e t t i n g  back i n t o  t h e  d i v i n g  
g e a r  I f o l l o w e d  t h e  t i e d  o f f  l i n e  back t o  Black  R i v e r  and t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  
s t i l l  brewing i n t e r m i n a b l e  cups  of  c o f f e e .  

E x p l a i n i n g  t o  S t e f  t h e  v a l u e  of d i v i n g  t h e  o t h e r  sump I had found ,  h e  k i t t e d  up t o  
have  a  l o o k  f o r  h i m s e l f .  ( I  h a l f  e x p e c t e d  t h e  s t r e a m  way t o  f i z z l e  o u t  i n  l o t s  of  
sumps and a i r s p a c e s ,  b u t  t h i s  was soon  proved v e r y  wrong!) I j o i n e d  t h e  c o f f e e  
queue w h i l e  S t e f a n  d i v e d .  We w a i t e d  and w a i t e d  and wa i t ed . . . . . . .  

The second sump proved t o  be a t h r e e  m e t r e  duck and S t e f a n  s u r f a c e d  i n  6 - 7 m e t r e  
wide b o r e h o l e  p a s s a g e ,  p l e a s a n t l y  f l o o r e d  i n  s m a l l  c o b b l e s t o n e s .  He moved 
downstream o v e r  some breakdown b l o c k s  where in  t h e  s t r e a m  d i s a p p e a r e d ;  numerous h o l e s  
i n  t h e  roo f  were n o t e d .  He t h e n  f o l l o w e d  a  c o n t i n u i n g  d r y  p a s s a g e  f o r  some d i s t a n c e  
t o  a s t a t i c  sump, b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g .  

S t e f  r e j o i n e d  u s  a f t e r  a n  a b s e n c e  o f  o v e r  a n  hour .  I was s u r p r i s e d  by h i s  s t o r y ,  
b u t  v e r y  p l e a s e d ,  a s  t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  a d a s  o v e r  h a l f  a  k i l o m e t r e  t o  t h e  known l e n g t h  
o f  Growl ing  S w a l l e t .  We packed and l e f t ,  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  day w i t h  a  v e r y  s p o r t i n g  
s p l a s h  back up t h e  main Growling S w a l l e t  s t rear iway,  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l s  b e i n g  h i g h e r  
t han  u s u a l .  To t h e  s u p p o r t  team o f  T r e v ,  C h r l s ,  S t u  and P e t e  go many t h a n k s .  

Nick Hume 

TAKING THE FLORENTINE BY SCRUB-BASH 15 SEPTEMBER, 1985 

PARTY: C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  Le igh  Douglas and Nick Hume 

We t h r a s h e d  a round  amongst  snow damaged f e r n s ,  above  t h e  end o f  Sunsh ine  Road, 
q u i c k l y  d e c i d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  c o u n t r y s i d e  i n  which t o  e x p l o r e  f o r  
c a v e s .  There  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  untouched a r e a  wes t  of  Khazad-dum t h a t  w e  had hoped t o  
l o o k  a t ,  b u t  t h i s  was much f u r t h e r  u p h i l l  t h a n  we c o u l d  g e t  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  from 
h e r e .  

From t h e  l o g f a l l  n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  Dewhi r s t  Quar ry  Road, t h e r e  a r e  numerous 
i m p r e s s i v e  r o c k  o u t c r o p s  v i s i b l e .  We ascended  one of  t h e s e  f o r  t h e  v i ew,  t h e n  
wandered up a  l a r g e  f o s s i l  s t r e a m  g u l l y  i n  hope of  d i s c o v e r i n g  some s o r t  of  
r e s u r g e n c e  c a v e .  A l a s ,  t h i s  was n o t  t o  be.  Exposed c l i f f s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  l o c a l  r o c k  
t o  b e  some th ing  a k i n  t o  q u a r t z i t e  - n o t  t h e  most  p romis ing  of  b a s a l  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  c a v e s .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e a  n o n e t h e l e s s .  

A t  t h e  t o p  o f  C h r i s p s  Road w e  made p l a n s  f o r  a  f u t u r e  e x p l o r a t i o n  t r i p  be tween 
h e r e  and W h e r r e t t s  Lookout .  I have  n o t i c e d  (from t h e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  o f  M t  M u e l l e r )  
t h a t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  ma jo r  g u l l i e s  d i s e c t  t h i s  a r e a  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
a t  l e a s t  o f  a c t i v e  s t r e a m  c a v e s  t o  e x i s t  t h e r e .  Very l i t t l e  e x p l o r a t i o n  h a s  been  
done i n  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n .  

C h r i s  bashed o v e r  t o  Ta rn  Creek  f o r  a  l o o k s e e ,  w h i l e  Le igh  and I d i d  Bone P i t  f o r  
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some SRT p r a c t i c e .  How a b o u t  a  few bods g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  f o r  some " b e g i n n e r s "  (and 
r u s t y  " o l d  hands!"  - Ed) SRT p r a c t i c e ,  a t  L o s t  World o r  s i m i l a r ,  on  some S a t u r d a y ?  

Nick Hume 

CHRISPS ROAD - NETTLEBASHING 22 SEPTEMBER, 1985 

PARTY: C h r i s  Dav ie s  and Nick Hume 

A walk t h r o u g h  t h e  bush  above  Bone P i t  r e v e a l e d  one  m i s e r a b l e  h o l e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  
go .  F u r t h e r  o v e r  we r a n  i n t o  a n  un-numbered s w a l l e t  t h a t  was p r o b a b l y  " V o l t e r a " .  
From t h e r e  we wandered o v e r  t o  Rescue  P o t  and JF-202. 

Then w e  r e a l l y  l aunched  o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h i n g s ,  n e g o t i a t i n g  v e r y  l a r g e  
and v e r y  r o t t e n  l o g s  t o  a  s i z e a b l e  r i v e r .  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  down t o  a n  i n f i l l e d  
s w a l l e t .  Squi rming down th rough  l a r g e  b o u l d e r s  h e r e  r e v e a l e d  a  s h a l l o w  p o o l  t h a t  
s eeped  away th rough  t h e  t a l u s .  No a p p a r e n t  way on.  

We had o r i g i n a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  on  t o  t h e  r emote  c o r n e r  between W h e r r e t t s  
Lookout and F l o r e n t i n e  Peak ,  however we were r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t ime  and made f o r  Lady 
Binney Corner  i n s t e a d .  The walk back  t o  t h e  c a r s  a t o p  C h r i p s  Road was i n t e r e s t i n g  
e x e r c i s e !  

The r emote  " p o c k e t "  unde r  W h e r r e t t s  Lookout  i s  c r o s s e d  by myr iad  l i t t l e  s t r e a m s  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M t  F i e l d  map. Also  i t  i s  above  3 p r o j e c t e d  l i n e  from Growl ing  
S w a l l e t  t o  J u n e e  Cave, t h u s  i s  wor th  a  t ho rough  l o o k .  We p l a n  t o  check  t h i s  a r e a  i n  
t h e  n o t  t o o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e ,  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  from t h e  s l i p  a r e a .  

Nick Hume 

SURVEY / DIVE OF "COELACANTH" 5 O c t o b e r ,  1985 

PARTY: Nick Hume and S t e f a n  Ebe rha rd  

We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  ANM g a t e  a t  6.30 am!!!! Our keenness  was a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
time i t  took  u s  t o  g e t  i n t o  B lack  R i v e r  - a  l i t t l e  more t h a n  a n  h o u r .  The e a r l y  
s t a r t  had t a k e n  i t s  t o l l  though and we s e t t l e d  i n t o  a  s l u g g i s h  r o u t i n e  of  brewing 
c o f f e e  and r o l l i n g  c i g a r e t t e s ,  w h i l e  i n  B/R. 

We d i v e d  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  a i r t a n k  e a c h ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l s  were down on t h e  
p r e v i o u s  week. 1 s u r f a c e d  i n  a  s m a l l  a i r s p a c e  ha l fway  th rough  t h e  d i v e .  I n  s u c h  
c o n d i t i o n s  i t  would be p o s s i b l e  t o  f r e e  d i v e  i n t o  C o e l a c a n t h ,  however f l i p p e r s ,  mask 
and r e a s o n a b l e  b r e a t h h o l d i n g  c a p a c i t y  would s t i l l  be  needed.  

We e x t r a c t e d  s u r v e y  g e a r  and t o b a c c o  from a  w a t e r p r o o f  Ewings bag and a f t e r  some 
l u d i c r o u s  v e r b a l  exchanges ,  proceeded w i t h  a  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  p l a c e .  The second duck 
was now a  mere r o o f  s n i f f  and we managed t o  s u r v e y  a  l o n g  l e g  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  i t .  
Once i n t o  t h e  d e l i g h t f u l  b o r e h o l e  p a s s a g e ,  30 m e t r e  l e g s  were t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  day. 
We c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n  f o r  some 400 m e t r e s  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t i c  
sump. 

The sump was a  welcome s i g h t  a s  we had been  s u r v e y i n g  i n  f u l l  d i v i n g  g e a r  up t o  
t h a t  p o i n t  and were  t h c r o u g h l y  s i c k  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  burden .  I p roceeded  t o  d i v e  
t h i s  o b s t a c l e ,  f u l l  of  t h e  hope t h a t  t h i s  would be a n o t h e r  duck i n t o  k i l o m e t r e s  more 
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passage ,  however t h e  r e a l i t y  was somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  Brea th ing  from t h e  g r e a t l y  
diminished c o n t e n t s  of t h e  30 f o o t  t a n k ,  I d ived  i n t o  an  i n i t i a l l y  eas tward b e a r i n g  
subnmerged passage  t h a t  a b r u p t l y  t r acked  r i g h t  and down a  s t e e p  bedding p l a n e ,  and 
k e p t  going down and down........ 

A t  t e n  met res  dep th  and 30 met res  from t h e  a i r s p a c e ,  I r a n  o u t  of l i n e  on t h e  
r e e l ,  my a i r  a l s o  being i n  s h o r t  supply .  I peered down t h e  tube  through b r i l l i a n t l y  
c l e a r  water  - t h e  a lmos t  t e n  met res  I cou ld  s e e  f u r t h e r  on being devoid of any 
h o p e f u l 1  s i g n  of t h e  passage t r e n d i n g  upwards. This  was r e a l  cave d i v i n g  and 
e x c i t i n g  i n  i t s e l f  b u t  i t  was a  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  end t o  o u r  ambi t ions  of add ing  
k i l o m e t r e s  more t o  Growl ing ' s  l e n g t h .  I r e t u r n e d  t o  S te f  w i t h  j u s t  a  few hundred 
pounds p r e s s u r e  remaining i n  t h e  tank.  

We checked v a r i o u s  l e a d s  on our  l e f t  hand s i d e  whi le  going back upstream. These 
climbed up i n t o  a  massive breakdown chamber, n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  s i z e  and l o o s e n e s s  of 
i t s  f l o o r i n g  m a t e r i a l .  The s t ream s imply d i s a p p e a r s  he reabouts  w i t h  no f u r t h e r  
c o n t i n u a t i o n s  for thcoming.  The r e t u r n  d i v e  t o  Black River  was u n e v e n t f u l .  

Shoulder ing  20 k i l o  packs ,  we e x i t e d  Growling i n  a two hour minor e p i c .  We had 
surveyed over  112 k i l o m e t r e  of new passage ,  b u t  were a l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  
Coelacanth  w a s n ' t  p a r t  of a  new ongoing system i n  GS. Yext t r i p  we w i l l  d i v e  
upstream Pendant Po t .  

Nick Hume 
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