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TCC TROG TALK AND TRIVIA 

The meeting h e l d  r e c e n t l y  ( t h i s  S p i e l  i s  a  b i t  l a t e r  than  t h e  d a t e  s u g g e s t s ! )  
w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  membership of TCC i n  ASF c e r t a i n l y  brought  o u t  some of 
t h e  r a r e l y  seen  f a c e s .  A f t e r  some g e n e r a l l y  c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  (something new 
t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  ...) t h e  v o t e  was h e l d  and went i n  favour  of r e t a i n i n g  our  ASF 
membership by a  s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y .  

E a r l y  i n  February a  Swiss f i l m  crew w i l l  a r r i v e  f r e s h  from t h e  snows of 
Swi tze r land .  Two members of t h e  se t -up ,  Gerald  and Rosemarie Favre ,  were h e r e  a  
coup le  of y e a r s  ago e s s e n t i a l l y  j u s t  t o u r i s t i n g .  They have decided t o  r e t u r n  i n  
o r d e r  t o  make a  f i l m  a long  t h e  l i n e s  of "The Seven Underground Wonders of 
A u s t r a l i a " .  S t a r t i n g  i n  Sydney and then  moving d i r e c t l y  t o  T a s s i e ,  they w i l l  be i n  
o u r  s t a t e  f o r  abou t  two weeks and A u s t r a l i a  a b o u t  t h r e e  months. During t h e i r  t ime 
h e r e  they  wish t o  g e t  f o o t a g e  of some w a t e r f a l l  s h a f t s ,  underground r i v e r s ,  
underground a c t i o n  (make of t h a t  what you w i l l ! ) ,  maybe some d i v i n g  i n  Junee ( t h e y  
a r e  cave  d i v e r s  a s  w e l l ) ,  s u r f a c e  k a r s t  on M t  Anne and some of t h e  Mole Creek 
d e c o r a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  enormity  of t h e  t a s k ,  t h i s  i s  by no means t h e i r  
f i r s t  underground f i l m i n g  v e n t u r e .  I t  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  l a s t  i n  a  series of s i x  f i l m s  
on cav ing ,  caves  and k a r s t  i n  France ,  I c e l a n d ,  Hawaii, Southern A f r i c a  and PNG, and 
s h o r t l y  A u s t r a l i a .  

These guys WILL NEED OUR HELP d u r i n g  t h e i r  v i s i t  i f  on ly  f o r  cave l o c a t i o n .  L e t  
S t u  know ASAP t h e  days t h a t  you can h e l p  S p e l e f i l m  E n t e r p r i s e .  They w i l l  a r r i v e  
a b o u t  Feb 9 and d e p a r t  a b o u t  Feb 2 2 .  They a r e  f i t  and c e r t a i n l y  competent c a v e r s ,  s o  
t h e r e  should be no problem a t  a l l !  Th i s  i s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  cave wi th  some r e a l l y  
g r e a t  peop le  and a s s i s t  them i n  t h e i r  endeavour t o  show some of our  underground 
h e r i t a g e  t o  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  world.  

MAKE SURE YOU HELP! 
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JUNEE FLORENTINE 

HO, HO, H0 AND ALL THAT J A Z Z  ...... 
3 September, 1985 

PARTY: Andrew Briggs  and C h r i s  Davies 

A deep narrow r i f t  was found a  month p r e v i o u s l y  by J e a n i n e  Davies on a  bush 
bash ing  and fungus  photographing day. The e n t r a n c e  i s  100 t o  200 met res  n o r t h  and 
u p h i l l  from R i f t  Cave (JF-34) ,  over  a  smal l  r i d g e  t o  t h e  l e f t  of  R i f t  s t ream.  The 
cave  c o n s i s t s  of a  2  t o  3  met re  wide by 3  t o  4  metre  h igh  r i f t  t r e n d i n g  n o r t h  and 
descending a t  abou t  80  d e g r e e s  i n  a  s e r i e s  of s t e p s .  I t  t e r m i n a t e s  wi th  a  sandy 
f l o o r  a t  abou t  70 met res  dep th .  

No number t a g  was found, a l though  i t  may have been o b l i t e r a t e d  by t h e  g i a n t  m y r t l e  
which has  r e c e n t l y  f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The o n l y  n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e  was t h e  
p rescence  of s e v e r a l  l a r g e  bou lders  w i t h  no v i s a b l e  means of suppor t !  

Chr i s  Davies 

SPLASH POT - JF-l0 September, 1985 

PARTY: Martyn Carnes and Rolan Eberhard 

S i t t i n g  i n  t h e  c a r  a t  t h e  top  of Junee  Q u a r r y  Road look ing  a t  heavy r a i n  f a l l i n g  
w i t h o u t  any i n d i c a t i o n  of r e s p i t e ,  w e  came very  c l o s e  t o  choosing a n  a c t i v i t y  o t h e r  
than  cav ing  f o r  t h e  day. Even tua l ly  Martyn 's  e x c e p t i o n a l  enthusiasm shone through,  
and he  l e d  t h e  way towards Sp lash  Po t .  

Our d e s c e n t  of t h e  cave was w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  whi le  a b s e i l i n g  t h e  l a s t  
p i t c h  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  name Sp lash  P o t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  apparen t .  A t  t h e  base  of 
t h i s  p i t c h  i s  a  h i g h e r  chamber where t h e  s t ream f lows i n t o  a  narrow and awkward 
canyon. Following t h e  s t ream on a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  t r i p  i n  1973, P e t e r  Shav l a t e r  wrote  
( S S  79) :  "Even tua l ly  a  s e c t i o n  which was too  narrow h a l t e d  me. A hammer would be 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  con t inue . "  For t h i s  r e a s o n  we had brought  a  hammer and s e t  t o  work 
e n l a r g i n g  t h e  r i f t ,  presumably a t  t h e  p o i n t  where P e t e r  had been s topped.  F i n a l l y  
enough rock had been chipped away and I was a b l e  t o  squeeze through t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  
and c o n t i n u e  a l o n g  t h e  r i f t .  Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  passage remained c o n s i s t e n t l y  t i g h t  
and awkward, s e p a r a t e d  by v e r y  s h o r t  b u t  encouraging open s t r e t c h e s .  Even tua l ly  I 
h a l t e d  a t  a  more i n t i m i d a t i n g  squeeze ,  where perhaps  some e f f o r t  wi th  a  hammer 
woould be n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  through. We r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  and were conf ron ted  
w i t h  t h e  d i s c o u r a g i n g  s i g h t  of a  l a y e r  of snow c o v e r i n g  t h e  ground. 

Desp i te  t h e  t o r t u o u s  n a t u r e  of t h i s  l e a d ,  I f e e l  t h a t  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  could  
prove rewarding.  Sp lash  P o t  i s  c l o s e  t o  Khazad-dum w i t h  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  dep th  
p o t e n t i a l .  On t h i s  t r i p  a n  e s t i m a t e d  8  met res  of dep th  was added t o  t h e  c a v e ,  
g i v i n g  a  new d e p t h  i n  t h e  o r d e r  of 106 met res .  

Rolan Eberhard 

D I V I N G  THE UPSTREAM SUMP I N  PENDANT POT 13 October ,  1985 

PARTY: P e t e r  Cover, Tim Sprod and Nick Hume 

A p e r f e c t  day a t  Maydena. However keenness  overcame o u r  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  and we went 
underground anyway. Once i n  Black R i v e r ,  t h e  r i t u a l  c o f f e e  brewing g o t  under way, 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r i t u a l  e n t r y  i n t o  a  c o l d  clammy wet s u i t  - b r r r r !  
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An unusual  "gassy" sound brought  my a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  gauge 
hose  of my scuba s e t  had s p l i t .  This  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r u i n  t h e  whole e x e r c i s e ,  though 
f o r t u n a t e l y  Tim had " a c c i d e n t l y "  b rought  my scuba s p a r e s  box i n t o  t h e  cave.  P e t e r  
removed t h e  o f f e n d i n g  hose ,  whi le  I s a t  k i t t e d  up n e a r  t h e  sump. He r e p l a c e d  t h i s  
w i t h  a blank p iug ,  which meant t h a t  I had t o  complete t h e  s e r i e s  of d i v e s  w i t h o u t  
knowing how much a i r  was l e f t  i n  t h e  tank.  An u n s e t t l i n g  thought!  

Very c l e a r  " see ing"  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  s h o r t  sump connec t ing  Black River  
t o  Pendant Pot .  I n  Pendant ,  I dragged t h e  d i v i n g  g e a r  t h e  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  
upstream sump and t i e d  o f f  some l i n e  t o  a  nubbin on t h e  w a l l ,  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  t h e  
second d ive .  The upstream sump i s  merely a  s h o r t  duck i n t o  a  f looded  r i f t ,  t h a t  i s  
i t s e l f  abou t  1 0  met res  long ,  narrowing down a t  t h e  f a r  end. 

There appeared t o  be a  p a s s a b l e  e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  r i f t  below t h e  wa te r  l i n e ,  s o  I 
d ived  a g a i n .  Underwater, t h e  r i f t  i t s e l f  was p a s s a b l e ,  b u t  narrowed t h e  f u r t h e r  I 
went on. A t  t h e  f a r  end i t  appeared t o  c l o s e  o f f  a l t o g e t h e r ,  however a  1 met re  
d iamete r  tube r a n  o f f  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  r i f t  on i t s  r i g h t  hand s i d e .  Th is  l e a d  
down t o  a  b i f u r c a t i o n ,  a  passage a p p a r e n t l y  running p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  p rev ious  r i f t .  
Here I wrapped a  few l o o p s  of g u i d e l i n e  around a  rock f o r  guidance on r e t u r n .  The 
l e f t  branch of t h e  passage c l o s e d  o f f  a lmos t  immediate ly ,  s o  I swam o f f  r i g h t  down a  
g r a d u a l  s l o p e  t o  abou t  8 met res  depth .  The passage then  r e t u r n e d  t o  a  sha l lower  
d e p t h ,  f i n i s h i n g  i n  a  smal l  room w i t h  no a i r s p a c e  above. I had r e e l e d  o u t  between 
50 and 60 met res  of l i n e  s i n c e  l e a v i n g  Pendant and f i n d i n g  no way on, tu rned  back. 

There i s  on ly  a  smal l  t r i c k l e  of wa te r  i n  t h e  Pendant P o t  s t ream.  This  m u s t  
o r i g i n a t e  from e i t h e r  two impassable  f i s s u r e s  I n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  f u r t h e s t  s e c t i o n ,  o r  
p o s s i b l y  from t h e  narrowing r i f t  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  t h e r e a b o u t s .  ( T h i s  s t r u c k  me a s  
being s l i g h t l y  ambiguous a s  I saw some waterworn rocks  i n  some s e c t i o n s  of t h e  
f looded  a r e a ,  b u t  they  may have l eaked  i n  from nearby Pendant.)  E i t h e r  way, t h e r e  i s  
no humanly n a v i g a b l e  c o n t i n u a t i o h  of t h i s  a r e a ,  which i s  somewhat d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  a s  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  had been v e r y  h igh .  

I r e t u r n e d  t o  P e t e  and Tim, who had been look ing  abou t  i n  upstream Black R i v e r ,  
d u r i n g  my absense .  They were p leased  w i t h  themselves having found v a r i o u s  c r y s t a l  
poo l s  t h e r e a b o u t s .  We s t a g g e r e d  o u t  of Growling,  d e r i g g i n g  Des t iny  p i t c h  on t h e  
way. Shoulder ing heavy packs we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c a r s  where we met up w i t h  S t u ,  
C h r i s ,  S t e f  and Trev.  They had been pushing and survey ing  i n  S e r v a l a n e ,  b u t  h a d n ' t  
found any th ing  b i g  e i t h e r .  We a l l  r e p a i r e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park Hote l  f o r  a  s h o r t  
s e s s i o n .  

To Tim and P e t e r ,  many thanks  f o r  c a r r y i n g  t h e  gear .  Any t a k e r s  f o r  d i v i n g  t h e  
sump i n  Dreamtime?? 

Nick Hume 

CYCLOPS POT - IB-57, I D A  BAY 20 October ,  1985 

PARTY: S t e f a n  Eberhard,  Martyn Carnes ,  Leigh Douglas and Nick Hume 

The p rev ious  d a y ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  d i v e  t h e  MainlineIDreamtime sumps i n  Growling d i e d  
i n  a  b l i z z a r d  of snow a t  t h e  end of t h e  E i g h t  Road. Some of u s ,  wishing t o  s a l v a g e  
something p r o d u c t i v e  from t h e  weekend, fo l lowed Martyn s o u t h  (on  t h e  Sunday) t o  
check a  d r a u g h t i n g  e n t r a n c e  found by Ar thur  Cla rke  and Martyn some weeks p r i o r .  

We wandered t h e  now f a m i l i a r  "yellow" t r a c k ,  p a s t  Na t iona l  G a l l e r y ,  a l o n g  a  l i n e  
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of  f e a t u r e s  ( g e n e r a l l y  b locked)  t o  a  smal l  d o l i n e  t h a t  h e l d  a  narrow "going" r i f t .  
S t e f a n  whacked i n  a  b o l t  w i t h i n  t h e  r i f t  t o  a l l o w  a f reehang ing  p i t c h  of some 33 
met res .  Th i s  was backed up by 1 5  metres of rope  secured  t o  a  chockstone a t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  of t h e  cave.  S t e f  descended and r e p o r t e d  a n o t h e r  b i g  p i t c h ,  whereupon t h e  
r e s t  of us  e a g e r l y  fol lowed down w i t h  more rope.  

S t e f  r igged  t h i s  n e x t  44  met re  drop from a  smal l  chock, backed up by t h e  rope  from 
t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  There was d e f i n i t e l y  a  p a u c i t y  of n a t u r a l  anchor  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  
p l a c e ,  a  t r e n d  t h a t  was t o  c o n t i n u e  through t h e  r e s t  of t h e  cave.  Two dubious  
p i t o n s  from my dwindl ing peg r a c k  s i d e - p u l l e d  t h e  main 9mm rope  (mine!) o u t  of 
harm's  way. I fol lowed S t e f a n  down t h i s  somewhat mois t  drop,  r i g g i n g  a n o t h e r  
s i d e p u l l  abou t  halfway down. Th is  cave cou ld  p o s s i b l y  be n i c e  and d r y  i n  normal 
c o n d i t i o n s ,  however snow m e l t  combined w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g  d raught  made f o r  q u i t e  c h i l l y  
weather  i n  t h e  cave.  We s t r o l l e d  a  mere few met res  t o  t h e  n e x t  drop of a p p a r e n t l y  
60 metres. This  p i t c h  was broken i n t o  two s e c t i o n s .  A s h o r t  7 met re  s e c t i o n  
belayed t o  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  tower of s c u l p t e d  rock ,  l e d  t o  a  smal l  f l o o r  a r e a  complete  
w i t h  poo l ,  t h i s  poo l  be ing  used f o r  v a r i o u s  f u n c t i o n s !  The second s e c t i o n  went 
f r e e h a n g i n g  ( e x c e p t  f o r  two p r o t e c t o r s )  from a  b o l t  down about  45 m e t r e s ,  t o  a n o t h e r  
poo l  above a 36 met re  p i t c h .  Th is  p i t c h  was l e f t  undescended, f o r  our  remaining 15 
met re  rope  w o u l d n ' t  f i t .  

We l e f t  t h e  p l a c e .  I managed t o  do most of t h e  d e r i g g i n g  on t h e  way o u t ,  which 
was s i m p l i f i e d  by t h e  v e r y  v e r t i c a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  cave.  The ropes  were s imply t i e d  
t o g e t h e r  and hauled up i n  s t a g e s  a l l  t h e  way from t h e  bottom. Nicer  than  
pack-hauling,  b u t  exposing t h e  p i l e  of rope t o  s t o n e s  from above. The r e t u r n  walk 
t o  t h e  q u a r r y  was a lmos t  p l e a s a n t ,  p r a i s e  be t o  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  of t h i s  new a c c e s s  
t r a c k  ( A r t h u r  Cla rke  e t  a l ) .  

The cave d r a u g h t s  s t r o n g l y ,  h i n t i n g  a t  l a r g e  development below, i f  n o t  a  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  E x i t  Cave i t s e l f .  It i s  a  s p o r t i n g ,  u t t e r l y  v e r t i c a l  cave ,  s t i l l  
going a t  over  -150 m e t r e s ,  t o  t h e  top  of a n  undescended 36 met re  p i t c h .  D e f i n i t e R s  
worth a  r e t u r n  bottoming / survey  t r i p .  

Nick Hume 

ASTEROID POT - HAVING YET ANOTHER D I G  AT THE FLORENTINE 

2 NOVEMBER, 1985 

PARTY: S t u a r t  Nicho las ,  Martyn Carries and Nick Hume 

Another g h a s t l y  5 am s ta r t ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  we had a  s l a c k  day t o  look  forward t o .  
The o r i g i n a l  i d e a  was t o  spend h a l f  t h e  day d i g g i n g  and t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  bushbashing,  
b u t  a  minor b reak through  i n  A s t e r o i d  saw us p e r s i s t i n g  wi th  t h e  former  f o r  t h e  rest 
of  t h e  day. 

Crowbars, s h o v e l s ,  lump hammers and o t h e r  unaccustomed impedimenta were lowered 
down t h e  now s i z a b l e  h o l e  and w e  each  took t u r n s  d i g g i n g  away and removing t h e  mud. 
Not a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t i m u l a t i n g  t a s k  t h i s ,  however going down through numerous s o i l  
h o r i z o n s ,  w i t h  ev idence  o f  a n c i e n t  b u s h f i r e s  could  have been i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  some. 

Even tua l ly  a hol low appeared and t h i s  was e n l a r g e d  t o  r e v e a l  a  s m a l l  d r a u g h t i n g  
tube.  Small s t o n e s  lobbed down t h i s  seemed t o  t r a v e l  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  beyond. 
Fresh  w e t  walls v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  tube  s p u r r e d  us on t o  more d i g g i n g ,  t h i s  
t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  tube  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a l l o w  a  head f i r s t  e n t r y  and t h u s  a  b i t  of  a  
l o o k  abou t .  Due t o  t h e  awkward n a t u r e  of d i g g i n g  i n  such a  conf ined  s p a c e ,  t h i s  
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took some t ime. Towards t h e  end of t h e  day,  S t u  managed a  somersau l t  and peered 
down y e t  more "d iggab le"  tube.  S l i g h t l y  d i s c o u r a g i n g ,  however t h e  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  
and t h e  proximity  of t h i s  h o l e  t o  t h e  f a r  end of S e r e n d i p i t y ,  could  make f u r t h e r  
work worthwhi le ,  b u t  you would have t o  be keen!! Any f u t u r e  t r i p s  t o  A s t e r o i d  
should be equipped w i t h  some cav ing  l a d d e r ,  o r  run t h e  r i s k  of having t o  d i g  through 
t o  Serend ip!  

We l e f t  t h e  h a u l  bucket  (somewhat t h e  worse f o r  wear) and t h e  l i n e  i n  s i t u ,  i e  i t s  
s t i l l  r igged .  I d l e  l a z i n g  i n  t h e  sun back a t  t h e  c a r s ,  completed a  q u i t e  p l e a s a n t  
day.  Anyone wi th  a  c a s e  of AKADAMA f r u i t  j u i c e  f o r  s a l e  should  c o n t a c t  S t u  f o r  a  
guaran teed  immediate s a l e !  

Nick Hume 

WELCOME STRANGER and GROWLING SWALLET 2 November, 1985 

PARTY: Sharon C o l l i n s ,  Paul V l i g t ,  Val Latham, Andrew Klekociuk,  C a s s i e  McClaren, 
J e a n  ? and Nick Hume. 

The u s u a l  p l e a s a n t  s t r o l l  through Welcome S t r a n g e r  was en l ivened  somewhat b,y some 
c o n t r i v e d  squeezes  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e s e  keen beg inners .  I a t t empted  some 
e x p l a n a t i o n  of s p e l e o g e n e s i s  which was rece ived  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  much t o  my 
s u r p r i s e .  I d i sappeared  on numerous o c c a s i o n s  t o  a l low t h e  group t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
f i n d  t h e i r  own way about  (something t o  do wi th  enhancing group dynamics) ,  
r e a p p e a r i n g  suddenly i n  b a f f l i n g  l o c a t i o n s  - a s o r t  of cave gu ide  w i t h  a  b i t  of mime 
thrown i n !  

A v i s i t  t o  Growling S w a l l e t  was made which everyone found t o  be v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e ,  
even i n  t h e  ve ry  low wate r  c o n d i t i o n s .  We went most of t h e  way t o  t h e  sump, n o t i n g  
a  f a i r  number o f  glowworms i n  t h e  major d r y  chamber h a l f  way down, Andrew removed a 
handhold i n  the  d r y  bypass of t h e  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s ,  t o  f a l l  some f o u r  met res  i n t o  a 
p091 of water .  Th i s  was f a n t a s t i c  t o  watch,  though f r i g h t e n i n g  some of us more t h a n  
Andrew! Other  than  t h a t ,  a l l  t h e  c l imbs  were completed v e r y  competent ly .  Indeed two 
rock  c l imbing  types  a t t empted  a  complete  w a l l  t r a v e r s e  of t h e  cave ,  r a t h e r  than wade 
through t h e  c o l d  wa te r  - a b i t  slow b u t  v e r y  w e l l  done. 

When t h e  r o a r  of Growling S w a l l e t  d i e d  away Val asked t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  q u e s t i o n  - 
"Do you do t h i s  f o r  fun??" .  She t o l d  us  t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l y  t h e  n o s t  adventurous  
t h i n g  s h e  had e v e r  done! We a l l  g o t  f a i r l y  wet of c o u r s e ,  and when one of t h e  g i r l s  
s t r i p p e d  o f f  back a t  t h e  c a r p a r k ,  I was gent lemanly and p r o f f e r e d  h e r  a s p a r e  p a i r  
of my underpan t s !  

!!e met up wi th  t h e  mob from "Porcupine Pot"  back a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park Hote l .  Sonre 
re f reshment  was had between i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  Trev m u t t e r i n g  something abou t  l e a d i n g  a  
few beg inners  t r i p s  h imse l f .  These people  have some a b s e i l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  and a r e  
keen t o  do a  b i t  of SRT p r a c t i c e  sometime, a s  w e l l  a s  some more cav ing  a l s o .  

PARTY: S t u a r t  Nicho las ,  Rolan and S t e f a n  Eberhard,  Chr i s  Davies and Nick H 

I n  t y p i c a l l y  p e r v e r s e ,  p e r s e r v e r i n g  TCC f a s h i o n ,  t h e r e  had been two t r i p  
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p r i o r  t o  t h i s  one. The f i r s t  t r i p  had en la rged  an  impassable  r i f t  a t  a  dep th  of 60 
m e t r e s ,  by v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t i n g  methods, t o  r e v e a l  a  going cave.  The second t r i p  had 
pushed on f u r t h e r ,  down s e v e r a l  p i t c h e s  t o  a  good s i z e d  breakdown chamber, proven by 
survey  t o  be a t  -156 metres. F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  on t h e  same t r i p  i n t e r s e c t e d  a  
n i c e  s i z e d  s t ream passage ,  c o n t a i n i n g  what was s p e c u l a t e d  t o  be t h e  wa te r  from 
T a s s i e  Po t .  Downstream development of t h e  cave h i n t e d  a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of an  
e x t e n s i v e  h o r i z o n t a l  sys tem,  p o s s i b l y  heading towards both  t h e  Growling S w a l l e t  and 
O w l  P o t  a r e a s .  

T h i s  day,  a n  e a r l y  s t a r t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  excluded some of t h e  more n o c t u r n a l  members 
of t h e  c lub .  I s a y  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  because  t h e  day developed i n t o  q u i t e  a  warm one,  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s t a r t e r s  w i t h  p l e a s a n t l y  d r y  cav ing  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  marked c o n t r a s t  t o  
t h e  p r e d i c t i o n s  of our  e l d e r  s t a tesman .  We were underground by 8  am!! 

The f l o o r  of t h e  Porcupine P o t  d o l i n e  i s  choked w i t h  f a l l e n  l o g s  and t h e  u s u a l  
scunge.  However a  way over  t h i s  can  be found, h i g h e r  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  r i f t ,  v i a  a  
s h o r t  squeezy l a d d e r  p i t c h .  Th is  l e a d s  t o  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t i n g  downclimbs, two of 
which a r e  worthy of a  h a n d l i n e .  Below i s  a  more s p a c i o u s  a r e a  of cave t h a t  i n c l u d e s  
a  1 5  m e t r e  p i t c h  r i g g e d  w i t h  l a d d e r .  Th i s  i s  anchored wi th  a  header  around an 
obvious  b o l l a r d  low on t h e  r i g h t  hand s i d e ,  over look ing  t h e  drop.  Following on from 
t h i s  i s  a  s e r i e s  of t h r e e  p i t c h e s  s t a c k e d  on top  of each o t h e r .  These a r e  d e s c r i b e d  
i n  o r d e r  of d e s c e n t :  

( a )  A 20 met re  p i t c h  from a  bou lder  i n  t h e  main passage  and rebe layed  on a  head 
h igh  f l u t i n g  on t h e  r i g h t h a n d  s i d e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  rope t o  f r e e  hang. 

( b )  Another 20 met re  p i t c h  t i e d  back t o  t h e  p rev ious  rope.  Th is  goes f r e e  from a  
b o l t  p laced on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  narrow r i f t  a t o p  t h e  p i t c h .  

( c )  A 5 t o  6  met re  p i t c h  t h a t  i s  below an  a r e a  c o n t a i n i n g  a  d e c i d e d l y  dangerous 
t a b l e  s i z e d  s l a b  of rock which i s  s c a r c e l y  i n  ba lance .  Th is  b r i n g s  you t o  t h e  b i g  
chamber. 

We downclimbed l a r g e  breakdown b locks  l o s i n g  some h e i g h t  ( g a i n i n g  d e p t h ! )  b e f o r e  
a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  t r u n k  passage c a r r y i n g  what i s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  T a s s i e  P o t  s t ream.  
I g n o r i n g  t h e  upstream l e a d ,  we fo l lowed  t h e  f low of t h e  w a t e r ,  I guess  t o  s e e  how 
f a r  t h i n g s  went i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Growling. Th is  l a r g e  and easygoing passage 
t e rmina ted  a f t e r  something l i k e  150 m e t r e s ,  c o n s t r i c t i n g  t o  two l e a d s .  Rolan looked 
a t  a  s i d e  chamber w h i l e  S t e f  and I crawled a l o n g  some 50 met res  of f l a t t e n e r  t h a t  
was t a k i n g  a l l  t h e  water .  The c o b b l e s t o n e  f l o o r i n g  of t h i s  "sqeezeway" was irksome 
and wet t o  n e g o t i a t e .  However b e f o r e  long  S t e f  gave o f f  some animal y e l p s  of 
d e l i g h t  and we emerged i n t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  b i g g e r  s t ream passage than  t h e  one 
before !  This  c o n t a i n e d  a  s e p a r a t e  and much l a r g e r  s t r e a m ,  and perhaps  o r i g i n a t i n g  
from t h e  O w l  P o t  / Three F a l l s  Cave system,  t h e  T a s s i e  Pot  ( ? )  water  being a  mere 
t r i b u t a r y !  

Having c o n v e n i e n t l y  l e f t  our  su rvey ing  g e a r  a t  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  c r a w l ,  we r a n  o f f  
downstream, a g a i n  i g n o r i n g  t h e  upstream l e a d .  A f t e r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t h e  huge 
passage  appeared t o  sump. However, a  b i t  of f l o u n d e r i n g  about  r e v e a l e d  a way on 
i n t o  a  s m a l l  s i d e  chamber t h a t  was l i t t e r e d  w i t h  v e r y  f r e s h  breakdown.... .  A l a r g e  
l o o s e  " f l y i n g  b u t t r e s s "  of rock suspended i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  appeared very  keen t o  
f l a t t e n  yours  t r u l y ,  so  f a v o u r i n g  d i s c r e t i o n ,  I r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  wa te r s  and found a  
s a f e r  bypass i n t o  y e t  a n o t h e r  huge chamber. This  took t h e  form of a  massive  h a l l ,  
l e a d i n g  o f f  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  t h e  s t r e a m ,  upwards and away o u t  of s i g h t .  

Mesmerised by t h i s ,  we wandered up over  f r e s h  breakdown, t r a v e l l i n g  some two 
hundred met res  u n t i l  i t  t e rmina ted  below a  s m a l l  i n l e t  aven.  I n  p l a c e s  t h e  h a l l  i s  
some 20 met res  wide and v e r y  r e m i n i s c e n t  of Genghis Khan wi th  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
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t y p e s  of d e c o r a t i o n  being p r e s e n t .  S t e f a n  climbed i n t o  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  w h i l e  I 
squirmed downstream between massive  b locks  w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  a n y t h i n g  d e f i n i t e .  RoLan 
had jo ined  us  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  and we proceeded w i t h  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  of t h e  p l a c e ,  
s k i d d i n g  on t h i c k  l a y e r s  of gooey mud. I t  made us ponder t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
f l o o d  t h i s  p lace .  

Re turn ing  t o  t h e  s t ream,  we s w a d c r a w l e d  i n t o  a n o t h e r  c o n s t r i c t e d  passage 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  wa te r .  A few d r y  oxbows and sidechambers were thrown i n  f o r  light 
r e l i e f .  A f t e r  a  coup le  of hundred m e t r e s ,  t h i s  t ransformed i t s e l f  i n t o  t o r t u o u s  and 
t e r m i n a l  look ing  s t u f f  a t  which p o i n t  I gave i t  away. S t e f a n  con t inued  b r a v e l y ,  
f o r c i n g  a  t i g h t  duck by l y i n g  on h i s  back f u l l y  immersed and s t r u g g l i n g  a l o t .  Not 
a  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  a c t  f o r  Rolan and myself t o  f o l l o w ,  though Rolan r e l u c t a n t l y  passed 
i t  moments b e f o r e  S t e f a n  y e l l e d  back t h a t  t h e  l e a d  had f i n i s h e d !  We were p r e t t y  
numbed by t h e  c o l d  wa te r  a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  evidenced by a  rock  f a l l i n g  on my hand w i t h  
no p a i n  being f e l t .  

R e t r e a t i n g  t o  t h e  "Tass ie  P o t  - O w l  Pot"  s t ream j u n c t i o n ,  S t e f a n  n o t i c e d  some 
c i g a r e t t e  b u t t s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  C h r i s  a t  l e a s t  had been hereabouts .  We f i g u r e d  
t h a t  C h r i s  and S t u  were probably  on t h e i r  way o u t  of t h e  cave ,  s o  we r e t u r n e d  
through t h e  f l a t t e n e r  t o  beg in  su rvey ing  back t o  t h e  bottom of t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s .  
Unknown t o  us S t u  and C h r i s  were a c t u a l l y  pursu ing  t h e  " O w l  Po t"  ( u p ) s t r e a m  l e a d ,  
p o s s i b l y  coming v e r y  c l o s e  indeed t o  t h a t  system. They independen t ly  paced o u t  750 
met res  i n  s i z e a b l e  w e l l  decora ted  passage ,  b e f o r e  i t  f l a t t e n e d  o u t  somewhat, 
a p p a r e n t l y  s t i l l  going.  [ S t u ' s  n o t e :  Most of t h i s  passage  was E x i t  s i z e d ,  w i t h  t h e  
sand and l a r g e  c l e a r  b l u e - t i n t e d  s t ream making i t  a lmos t  t r o p i c a l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  
c o u p l e  of minor d i f f e r e n c e s .  The l a s t  coup le  of hundred met res  was i n  s t ream 
passage  abou t  2 m e t r e s  wide and less than t h a t  h i g h ,  heading a l o n g  s t r i k e  making f o r  
a n  i n v e r t e d  V roof  and r a t h e r  wet p rogress . . . .  A t  t h e  extreme reached ,  t h e  roof 
lowers  t o  w i t h i n  a b o u t  150 t o  200 mm of t h e  s t ream l e v e l  - enough d i s i n c e n t i v e  t o  
pack i t  i n  f o r  t h e  day. A l e f t  s i d e  branch h e r e  goes up i n t o  a  low roofed  breakdown 
chamber c o n t a i n i n g  some q u i t e  e x q u i s i t e  d e c o r a t i o n  - h e l i c t i t e s  and a r a g o n i t e  
c r y s t a l s  abound, making g r e a t  pho tograph ic  s u b j e c t s  f o r  anyone keen enough t o  d r a g  
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  hardware r i g h t  up t h e r e . ]  

I ts  r e a l l y  ha rd  survey ing  when y o u ' r e  s h i v e r i n g  u n c o n t r o l l a b l y  - t h e  s m a l l  numbers 
i n  t h e  window dance through 10 t o  20 degrees !  How S t e f a n  managed t o  do t h e  book is  
beyond me, a s  w e  were bloody f r e e z i n g .  Back n e a r  t h e  base  o f  t h e  p i t c h  we heard S t u  
and C h r i s  behind u s ,  much t o  our  s u r p r i s e .  A c t u a l l y  we heard them behind/below u s  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  t e n  minutes  o r  s o ,  a s  they  had misplaced t h e  e x i t  c l imb from t h e  t r u n k  
passage.  You can v i s u a l i z e  t h e  s o r t  of t h i n g :  ".. . . . .where a r e  you guys? ..... UP 
HERE! ..... where 's  h e r e ?  ..... gawd! ....." They r e j o i n e d  us  q u i t e  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  
t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s .  

We had something of a  food b i n g e ,  t o  reduce a l l  p o s s i b l e  bulk  i n  our  packs - such 
were o u r  f e e l i n g s  abou t  packhaul ing through t h e  more i n t i m a t e  s e c t i o n s  on t h e  way 
o u t .  F i n a l l y  emerging around 3 pm we l u x u r i a t e d  i n  t h e  warm sun ,  warding o f f  
mosqui toes  and i r r e l e v a n t  t a l k .  S t u  couLdnl t  unders tand  why we were s o  l a c k l u s t r e  
a b o u t  t h e  whole t h i n g :  "It  was a  f a n t a s t i c  d a y ' s  cav ing .  You b l o k e s ,  you know, 
c a r r y  on a s  though i t  never  happened." Stuey was r i g h t  of c o u r s e ,  i t  was a  p r e t t y  
good b i t  of  caving.  We had found w e l l  over  a  k i l o m e t r e  of new cave  and t h e r e  were 
s t i l l  numerous l e a d s  t o  look  a t  t h a t  have p o t e n t i a l  t o  connec t  t o  ne ighbour ing  
systems.  A r e t u r n  t r i p  w i l l  be under way p r e t t y  soon t o  push t h e  cave and do heaps  
of su rvey ing  t o  f i n d  o u t  j u s t  where i t  goes.  

Nick Hume 

Note: Subsequent su rvey ing  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s t reams  i n  PP may w e l l  be 
s e p a r a t e  from b o t h  O w l  Po t /Three  F a l l s  and T a s s i e  Po t  - t h e  s t ream passages  i n  a l l  
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these  systems a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  p a r a l l e l  with no evidence so  f a r  of any l i n k s  between 
them! ! 

I D A  BAY 10 November, 1985 

PARTY: Arthur Clarke,  Trevor Wailes, Martyn Carnes and Nick Hume 

A d i s t i n c t  tone of s lackness  pervaded t h i s  t r i p ,  probably due t o  t he  exe r t i ons  of 
the  previous day i n  pushing Porcupine Pot. The s t o r y  goes something l i k e  this. . . . . .  
Arthur had found s e v e r a l  ho les  along t h e  con tac t ,  between "Cyclops" and "Chicken 
Bone Pot". For want of something t o  do, the  th ree  of us joined fo rces  with Arthur,  
"us" having a look a t  t hese  holes  while Arthur taped and su r f ace  explored f u r t h e r  
on. 

F i r s t  on the  agenda was IB-64, a mere 5 o r  6 metres from C-%-P. I t  had a n i c e  
enough 16 metre p i t c h ,  which Trev r igged ,  though we not iced  a notch on an obvious 
b o l l a r d ,  i n d i c a t i n g  p red ic t ab ly  t h a t  we were no t  the  f i r s t .  I descended t o  the  
f l o o r  of the  s h a f t ,  which was l i t t e r e d  with t r e e s ,  f rogs  and the l i n t  from a blue 
f i b r e  p i l e  jacke t  (Mick F l i n t ' s ) !  A threatened r i f t  l e d  f o r  s eve ra l  metres t o  the  
i n e v i t a b l e  blockage. This could be removed with explos ives  but  from what I saw, it 
d id  n o t  look promising beyond. There was no draught  present .  

We each took tu rns  SRT'ing and g rove l l i ng  i n  numerous holes  along the  c o n t a c t ,  
none of which looked the l e a s t  i nc l ined  t o  go anywhere. Arthur re turned  with much 
the  same s t o r y ,  a t  which we departed f o r  the  c a r s  and some sunbaking. A p leasan t  
enough day, bu t  t o t a l l y  unproductive. 

Nick Hume 

N I X  SCHOOL OF UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES.... 

November 11, 16 and 17,  1985 a t  var ious  l o c a t i o n s  

Those involved a t  var ious  times : Leigh, Paul ,  Jean,  Sharon, E r i c ,  ~ o h n (  ? )  , Rod, 
Brenda, Martyn and Nick. 

Two SRT p r a t i c e  s e s s ions  a t  "Burnt Offer ings" i n  South Hobart, culminated i n  a 
beginners  t r i p  t o  Ida Bay on the  17th. Tke day a t  "The Bay" involved a s h o r t i s h  
p i t c h  with a rebelay thrown i n  and was negot ia ted  with reasonable e f f i c i e n c y  by the  
"cadets" .  Most thoroughly enjoyed the  experience,  except  f o r  Nartyn and I who were a 
l i t t l e  hungover from the  previous n i g h t ' s  housewarming a t  Mike and Chr is  Edwards. 

These beginners a r e  very keen t o  do more and a r e  r e a l l y  greet people. Who's t u rn  
i s  i t  next  t o  lead  a beginners  t r i p ?  Many thanks t o  Chris and Mike Edwards f o r  a 
g r e a t  Saturday n ight !  

Nick Hume 

STOP PRESS AUSTRALIAN SPORTS MEDICINE FEDERATION Wilderness Medicine Workshop 
Waddamana March 22 + 23.  PHONE Bet ty  Parssey NOW f o r  more i n f o  
PHONE 443151 - places  f i l l  very f a s t  so  be quick i f  you ' re  i n t e r e s t e d .  




