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FORWARD PROGRAM IDEAS AND PLANS 

( a )  Su rvey  of  a few rema in ing  b i t s  o f  S e r e n d i p i t y  and p o s s i b l e  d e r i g  t r i p .  A 
g r e a t  chance  t o  see t h e  p l a c e  on  a r e l a t i v l e y  " e a s y "  t r i p .  C o n t a c t :  Nick Hume 
251934 (home). 

( b )  Push t h e  r e m a i n i n g  u p s t r e a m  l e a d  i n  P o r c u p i n e  P o t  and  l o o k  a t  one  o r  two 
i n l e t s  t h a t  have  n o t  been  checked.  C o n t a c t :  Nick Hume 251934 (home). 

( c )  March 1 , 2 :  Weekend a t  Mole Creek .  P o s s i b l e  t r i p s  i n c l u d e  R a t  Hole and H e r b e r t s  
Po t .  Anyone welcome. C o n t a c t :  P e t e r  Cover 641150 (home). 

MORE OF THE USUAL TRIVIA AND OTHER BITZ 

A r e c e n t  c i r c u l a r  from t h e  ASF Handbook Commission i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  K a r s t  I n d e x  
i s  comple t ed  and c u r r e n t l y  a t  t h e  p r i n t e r s .  A p r i n t e d  copy w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  
J a n u a r y  ASF Committee Mee t ing ,  and  b u l k  s u p p l i e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  be  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
Februa ry .  

The book t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be 492 p a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  290 pages  o f  c a v e  d e t a i l s ,  6 3  pages  
o f  map d e t a i l s ,  and  16  p a g e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  d e t a i l s .  A l so  i n c l u d e d  a r e  l e n g t h  and 
d e p t h  s t a t i s t i c s ,  g a z e t t e e r  o f  c a v e  names, t h e  f i v e  ASF s t a n d a r d s  r e l a t e d  t o  
documen ta t ion ,  K a r s t  Index  s y s t e m  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n  a d d r e s s  l i s t .  

r; The p r i c e  t o  ASF members i s  $25 p e r  copy p l u s  f r e i g h t ,  p a y a b l e  w i t h  o r d e r ,  and 
w i t h  a d i s c o u n t  o f  10% f o r  o r d e r s  o f  1 0  o r  more c o p i e s  o r d e r e d  a t  one  t i m e ,  and  5% 
f o r  5 .  Cheques s h o u l d  be made p a y a b l e  t o  "ASF HANDBOOK" and  s e n t  o r  handed t o  P e t e r  

S 

Matthews. F r e i g h t  d e t a i l s  w i l l  b e  s o r t e d  o u t  a t  t h e  J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g  i n  Melbourne.  We 
may w e l l  buy t e n  anyway and r e s e l l  them upon a r r i v a l .  See S t u  f o r  more d e t a i l s ,  
p l a c i n g  o r d e r s  and s o  on. 
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Looks l i k e  we're s l i p p i n g  up i n  t h e  l e n g t h  s t a k e s .  Apparent ly  r e c e n t  e x p l o r a t i o n  
i n  Mullamullang Cave on t h e  Nul la rbor  has  pushed t h e  l e n g t h  of t h a t  system from 
something l i k e  15 km t o  over  30 km ! ! ! !  E x i t  Cave has  t aken  an  e x i t  from being 
number one long  cave i n  Oz. C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  "whoever" f o r  t h a t  e f f o r t .  The cave 
i s  v e r y  d r y  and h o t  making e x p l o r a t i o n  q u i t e  a s  much, i f  n o t  more o f ,  a n  e p i c  than  
s i m i l a r  work here .  Water has  t o  be c a r r i e d  i n  and a l l  was tes  removed w i t h  t h e  h igh  
s a l i n i t y  of t h e  cave environment making c o n d i t i o n s  q u i t e  unp leasan t .  

S e v e r a l  o f  o u r  members a r e  g i v i n g  t h e  dank underworld a  miss f o r  a  few weeks i n  
favour  of t h e  a l p i n e  c r i s p n e s s  of New Zealand. Nothing l i k e  l e a v i n g  a  mounain h u t  a t  
3 am on a  c o l d  b l u s t e r y  morning, b u t  they say  i t s  fun  s o  i t  must be! Not much 
s p r i n g  snow l a t e  l a s t  yea r  h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  l e f t  c o n d i t i o n s  a  l i t t l e  t h e  worse f o r  
wear. Big s l o t s  abound and t h e r e  i s  more exposed "rock" t h a n  u s u a l ,  b u t  i f  a l l  e l s e  
f a i l s  one could  always go cav ing  up a t  Nelson o r  n o r t h  of Greymouth on t h e  west  
c o a s t  of t h e  South I s l a n d .  A t  l e a s t  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be any of those  ugly  a l p i n e  
s t a r t s !  

THE PROPOSED CHRISTMAS '85  PRECIPITOUS EXPEDITION 

The e x p e d i t i o n  was t h y a r t e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  minute due t o  t h e  sudden u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
a  s e a p l a n e  t o  l a n d  us  on New River  Lagoon. The s e a p l a n e  was deemed n e c e s s a r y  t o  
p l a c e  t h e  c a v e r s  and t h e i r  g e a r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  cave a r e a .  Given t h e  t ime l i m i t a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  i t s e l f  ( t h i s  inc luded  a  requirement  of up t o  t h r e e  days t o  walk 
o u t )  i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  were no o t h e r  p r a c t i c a l  avenues open f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  
t h e  t r i p ,  s o  i t  was c a l l e d  o f f .  

The P r e c i p i t o u s  Bluf f  a r e a  appears  v e r y  promising f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of new ou t f low 
caves  a s  w e l l  as v e r t i c a l  systems ( d e p t h  p o t e n t i a l  l i m i t e d  t o  200 m e t r e s ) .  The 
s t e e p  n a t u r e  of t h e  t e r r a i n  between t h e  c o n t a c t  and t h e  Lagoon a l l o w s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of connec t ing  h o l e s  found h i g h  on t h e  s l o p e s  of PB w i t h  e n t r a n c e s  down 
a t  s e a  l e v e l .  I f l e w  over  t h e  a r e a  twice  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y  break and i t  looks  a n  
e x c i t i n g  and compact k a r s t  r e g i o n ,  and whi le  i t  h a s  been looked a t  b r i e f l y  b e f o r e ,  
s t i l l  o f f e r s  v e r y  good scope f o r  heaps more e x p l o r a t o r y  caving.  

Both a u t h o r s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  S t e f a n ,  have done c o n s i d e r a b l e  groundwork on t h e  
r e g i o n  l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  a b o r t e d  t r i p ,  and we a r e  both  v e r y  keen t o  have a n o t h e r  go,  
p o s s i b l y  a t  E a s t e r  o r  Chris tmas t h i s  y e a r .  To make t h e  t r i p  f e a s i b l e  we need a  few 
more peop le  i n t e r e s t e d  enough t o  come a long  too.  I f  you fancy  j o i n i n g  an  
inexpens ive  "caving e x p e d i t i o n  of a  l i f e t i m e "  t y p e  t r i p ,  c o n t a c t  e i t h e r  of t h e  
a u t h o r s  t o  d i s c u s s  arrangements .  

Nick Hume 
S t e f a n  Eberhard 

REVELATION CAVE IB-1  

I n  May 1969 a n  u n i n s p i r i n g  e n t r a n c e  was found n e a r  Hobbit  Hole a t  Ida  Bay. The 
e x p l o r e r s  were p e s s i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  chances  t h a t  i t  would prove t o  be a  rewarding 
c a v e ,  b u t  s u r p r i s e  awai ted  them. Sever1 s h o r t  c l imbs l e d  down t o  t h e  top  of a  
p i t c h ,  and t h e  name R e v e l a t i o n  Cave was bestowed. The fo l lowing  day t h e  p i t c h  was 
descended and a  l a r g e  f i s s u r e  where s e v e r a l  h i g h  avens e n t e r e d  was exp lored .  
Although a  choke s topped p r o g r e s s ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  cave and t h e  presence of a  
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d r a u g h t  i n d i c a t e d  a  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  E x i t  migh t  be  p o s s i b l e .  The f o l l o w i n g  week a  
r e t u r n  t r i p  a t t e m p t e d  d i g g i n g  th rough  t h e  b lockage .  A s i z e a b l e  s t r e a m  was f l o w i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c a v e  and what  had p r e v i o u s l y  been  a  d r y  p i t c h  was now a  s o a k i n g  
w a t e r f a l l .  Two metres of  p r o g r e s s  was made a t  t h e  d i g  b e f o r e  i t  was d e c i d e d  any  
b r e a k t h r o u g h  would r e q u i r e  a  ma jo r  e f f o r t .  The c a v e r s  emerged a s  d a y l i g h t  f a d e d ,  
and s p e n t  some t ime l o s t  i n  t h e  s c r u b  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  l o c a t i n g  t h e  o l d  q u a r r y .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  a  f u r t h e r  f r u i t l e s s  a t t e m p t  t r i e d  d i g g i n g  a t  t h e  d e e p e s t  p o i n t .  

The f i r s t  d e s c e n t  o f  R e v e l a t i o n  Cave i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  was i n  September 1984. 
S e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  p a s s  a  we t  s q u e e z e  i n  t h e  s t r e a m  bed,  however 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  c e i l i n g  lowered  t o  a n  i m p o s s i b l y  low l e v e l .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  
d r a u g h t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r i p  r e p o r t s  was b a r e l y  d e t e c t a b l e .  A s u r v e y  was 
comple t ed  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  t o t a l  d e p t h  o f  R e v e l a t i o n  Cave a t  121 m e t r e s .  The 
s u r v e y e d  l e n g t h  i s  320 m e t r e s .  F u r t h e r  d i g g i n g  may prove  r eward ing  and i s  i n  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  d r y  and c o m f o r t a b l e  l o c a t i o n .  The c a v e  i s  o n l y  s m a l l ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
p r o v i d e s  a n  e n j o y a b l e  t r i p .  I t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  n e a r b y  Y o d e l l e r s  P o t  i s  y e t  t o  be  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by s u r v e y .  

R e f e r e n c e s :  S p e l e o  S p i e l  3 6 ,  37 ,  42 ,  202. 

Rolan Ebe rha rd  

+++++ftf++tl3+uu+++++++++++++C+H++++++*+$-Ct+uu++tCm++ 

PORCUPINE POT JF-387 - A N  EXPLORATION OVERVIEW 

P o r c u p i n e  P o t  had l o n g  been  c o n s i d e r e d  a  good p r o p s e c t  s i n c e  i t s  d i s c o v e r y  by 
S t e f a n  Ebe rha rd  i n  1982. The main e n t r a n c e  was found t o  be b locked w i t h  b o u l d e r s ,  
b u t  a  s m a l l  u p p e r - l e v e l  was n o t i c e d .  A s i n g l e  wedged rock  s t o o d  i n  t h e  way and i n  
1984 Duncan Ho l l and  and I r e t u r n e d  and managed t o  remove t h e  o f f e n d i n g  rock .  We 
were  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  v e r y  t i g h t  s q u e e z e  o n t o  a  s h o r t  p i t c h ,  t h r o u g h  which a  c o o l  
b r e e z e  blew. Some p ro longed  hammering e n l a r g e d  t h e  s q u e e z e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a l l o w  u s  
t o  descend  t h e  p i t c h .  T h i s  s q u e e z e  r ema ins  a n  annoy ing  d i v e r s i o n  f o r  t h e  less  l i t h e  
c a v e r !  A j agged  d e s c e n d i n g  r i f t  was f o l l o w e d  t o  a  p o i n t  where y e t  a n o t h e r  wedged 
b o u l d e r  s t o o d  i n  t h e  way. Duncan (who i s  i r r e p r e s s i b l e )  s e n s e d  t h a t  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  
must  h i d e  something  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  By s h e e r  v i o l e n c e  and bad l anguage  h e  moved t h e  
r o c k  and t h e  way on l a y  open!!  A las  f o r  u s  - a  p i t c h  l a y  beyond and we were w i t h o u t  
f u r t h e r  g e a r  t o  descend i t .  The n e x t  day  T r e v o r ,  S t e f a n  and Martyn r e t u r n e d .  They 
descended  t h e  1 5  m e t r e  p i t c h  b u t  t o  no  o n e ' s  s u r p r i s e  a n  i m p o s s i b l y  t i g h t  s q u e e z e  
b a r r e d  t h e  way on. 

A t  t h a t  time o u r  p e r s e r v e r a n c e  had been  s t r a i n e d  t o  t h e  l i m i t ,  b u t  i n  Oc tobe r  ' 85  
NEW TECHNOLOGY became a v a i l a b l e  t o  TCC..... Even t h e  most  s t u b b o r n  c a v e s  c a n  be  
r e a s o n a b l e  when e x p l o s i v e s  a r e  used! The s l o t  was e n l a r g e d  w i t h  e a s e  and I was a b l e  
t o  c o n t i n u e  down t h e  s t e e p l y  d e s c e n d i n g  r i f t .  I s t o p p e d  where t h e  e n t r a n c e  r i f t  
i n t e r s e c t e d  a much l a r g e r  p a s s a g e  - a  v e r t i c a l  d r o p  l a y  ahead . . . . . .  

On November 3 ,  1985 Alec  Marr ,  Martyn C a r n e s ,  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  S t e f a n  Ebe rha rd  and I 
r e t u r n e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  P o r c u p i n e  Po t .  Upon g a i n i n g  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  
f r o n t  a  r o p e  was r i g g e d  and we descended  a n  1 8  metre p i t c h .  Another  p i t c h  f o l l o w e d  
immedia t e ly .  Vowing t o  b r i n g  a  b o l t  k i t  i n  f u t u r e ,  w e  r i g g e d  r o p e  from v a r i o u s  
d u b i o u s  a n c h o r  p o i n t s  and a b s e i l e d  down. 

Reach ing  a n  e x t e n s i v e  r o c k f a l l  w e  had o n l y  time l e f t  f o r  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  check  o f  
t h e  l e a d s .  A t  one  end I found a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  e n t e r i n g ,  which I f o l l o w e d  ups t r eam 
f o r  some d i s t a n c e .  S t e f a n  l o c a t e d  a  ma jo r  downstream p a s s a g e ,  and h e  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  



SPELEO SPIEL NO. 212 PAGE 4  
PECEMBER, 1985 THE END OF ANOTHER GREAT YEAR OF EXPLORATION ..... 
;or  some d i s t a n c e  w i t h  no end i n  s i g h t .  By t h i s  s t a g e  we were fo rced  t o  abandon 
e x p l o r a t i o n  and s t a r t  our  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  meet t h e  g a t e  d e a d l i n e .  
I look  forward t o  t h e  n e x t  t r i p  wi th  optimism. 

Rolan Eberhard 

NOTES ON FLICK MINTS HOLE - JF-371 

F l i c k  Mints Hole was r e c e n t l y  ( l a t e  1985) exp lored  i n  an  e x c i t i n g  s e r i e s  of t r i p s  
t h a t  bottomed t h e  cave a t  a  dep th  of 204 met res .  I t  c u r r e n t l y  ranks  1 2 t h  on t h e  
l i s t  of A u s t r a l i a ' s  d e e p e s t  caves .  A su rvey  and e x p l o r a t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n  were 
pub l i shed  i n  Speleo S p i e l  210. The major p a r t  of the  survey was accomplished by 
Trevor  Wailes and Rolan Eberhard on October 25, 1985, complet ing a  t r a v e r s e  from The 
Cramps t o  t h e  d e e p e s t  p o i n t .  Unfor tuna te ly  on a  p rev ious  su rvey  t r i p  t h e  compass 
was n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  c o r r e c t l y  and f o r  t h i s  r eason  a  p l a n  has  n o t  been pub l i shed .  I t  
can be s e e n ,  however, t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  t r end  of t h e  cave i s  i n  a  s o u t h  e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n ,  a s  o t h e r  caves  i n  t h e  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  fo l low.  The t o t a l  surveyed l e n g t h  
of t h e  system i s  465 met res .  

A s u r f a c e  su rvey  from S e r e n d i p i t y  r e v e a l e d  F l i c k  Mints Hole i s  70 met res  h i g h e r  
than  t h e  lower (JF-344) S e r e n d i p i t y  e n t r a n c e .  I t  was i n i t i a l l y  t h e o r i s e d  t h a t  F l i c k  
Mints may connec t  wi th  t h e  lower h o r i z o n t a l  passages  i n  S e r e n d i p i t y  b u t  when t h e  
p l a n  survey of bo th  caves  was p l o t t e d  i t  could  be seen t h a t  F l i c k  Mints ex tends  we l l  
beyond t h e  downstream l i m i t  of S e r e n d i p i t y .  A connec t ion  wi th  c u r r e n t l y  known p a r t s  
of S e r e n d i p i t y  t h e r e f o r e  appears  u n l i k e l y ,  a l though  a  t a n t a l i z i n g  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  
Mick F l i n t s  j o i n $  S e r e n d i p i t y  i n  passages  beyond t h e  downstream sumps. The 
p o t e n t i a l  dep th  of 340 met res  was n o t  a t t a i n e d ,  much t o  t h e  d i sappoin tment  of t h e  
e x p l o r e r s .  Some l e a d s  s t i l l  remain t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and a  l i s t  of t h e  more 
obvious  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o s p e c t s  i s  g iven  below. The o r i g i n  of a  prominent d raught  
n o t i c e a b l e  h i g h e r  up i n  t h e  cave (The Cramps i n  p a r t i c u l a r )  can on ly  be surmised.  

(1)  A t  t h e  top  of P i t c h  2  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  look  up i n t o  a  passage t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  
c o n t i n u e s  a t  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  I t  i s  n o t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  passage l e a d s  t o  t h e  top  
of t h e  55 met re  s h a f t ,  which would make a n  impress ive  long  a b s e i l .  A belayed c l imb 
would be needed t o  reach  i t .  

( 2 )  There i s  a n  open a r e a  beyond Hammerlock Passage ,  a t  t h e  top  of t h e  p i t c h  i n t o  
Decadence. An aven e n t e r s  h e r e  and i t  h a s  been suggested t h a t  t h e  d raught  p r e s e n t  
h i g h e r  up i n  t h e  cave may somehow be r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  aven ( ? ? ) .  

( 3 )  A t  t h e  f a r  end of Decadence chamber a n  upper l e v e l  c o n t i n u a t i o n  can be seen .  
Reaching t h i s  would r e q u i r e  a s u s t a i n e d  and hazardous  c l imb.  

( 4 1  A t  t h e  d e e p e s t  p o i n t ,  t h e  s t ream s i n k s  i n t o  f a l l e n  b o u l d e r s .  Descending i n t o  
t h e  bou lders  one can fo l low t h e  s t ream f o r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  a l though  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  
a  breakthrough do n o t  look  good. I t  i s  a n  a r e a  t h a t  t ends  t o  promote a  f e e l i n g  of 
pa rano ia  i n  many cavers !  

F l i c k  Mints Hole i s  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  cave ,  p r o v i d i n g  s p o r t i n g  t r i p s  of r e s p e c t a b l e  
d i f f i c u l t y .  I t  h a s  s i x  p i t c h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s p l e n d i d  55 metre  t h i r d  s h a f t .  The 
cave i s  one of v a r i e t y  w i t h  some e n t e r t a i n i n g  s e c t i o n s  of passage.  Cavers who f i n d  
The Cramps d e m o r a l i s i n g  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  u t t e r  d e s p a i r  i n  Hammerlock, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  
f u l l  cave packs a r e  c a r r i e d .  Having s t r u g g l e d  through Hammerlock and descended the  
n e x t  p i t c h ,  Decadence i s  a  s p a c i o u s  and welcome r e l i e f .  A r a t h e r  c r e e p y  r o c k f a l l  
m u s t  then be n e g o t i a t e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h .  Omnium must r a t e  a s  one of t h e  
l o n g e s t  chambers i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y ,  wi th  a  l e n g t h  of 120 metres and a  h e i g h t  
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and wid th  of over  20 metres  i n  t h e  middle.  A t  one end of Omnium i s  t h e  d e e p e s t  
p o i n t ,  where t h e  s t ream showers o n t o  t h e  r o c k f a l l .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how t h e  cave was r i g g e d  d u r i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  g iven  below: 

P i t c h  ( 1 ) :  43 met res .  Rigged from a  t r e e  overhanging t h e  s h a f t ,  w i t h  a  
r e d i r e c t i o n  t o  a  l a r g e  s t a l a g m i t e  halfway down. The t r e e  shudders  i n  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
f a s h i o n  a s  c a v e r s  p r u s i k  t h e  p i t c h .  

P i t c h  ( 2 ) :  1 4  met res .  Belayed from a  l a r g e  bou lder  cemented i n  f lows tone  n e a r  t h e  
edge of t h e  p i t c h .  

P i t c h  ( 3 ) :  55 met res .  I n i t i a l l y  belayed t o  a  b o l t  (hanger  i n  p l a c e )  on t h e  l e f t ,  
w e l l  back from t h e  narrow s l o t  a t  t h e  s t a r t  of  t h e  p i t c h .  A f t e r  squeezing through 
t h e  s l o t  a t  s t r eam l e v e l  and o u t  i n t o  t h e  s h a f t ,  a b s e i l  abou t  5  met res  and pendulum 
t o  a  small l e d g e  on t h e  r i g h t  ( a s  you a b s e i l ) .  There i s  a  b o l t  i n  t h e  w a l l  a t  head 
l e v e l ,  which can  be used a s  b e l a y  f o r  t h e  major p a r t . o f  t h e  p i t c h .  A w i r e  t r a c e  was 
used t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  rope  immediately below t h e  b o l t .  Towards t h e  base  of t h e  s h a f t  
a r e  s e v e r a l  l e d g e s ,  and some c a v e r s  may wish t o  use  re -be lays  he re .  The n e x t  p i t c h  
i s  j u s t  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h i s  s h a f t .  

P i t c h  ( 4 ) :  8  metres. Belayed w i t h  w i r e  t r a c e  t o  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .  

P i t c h  ( 5 ) :  15 met res .  A w i r e  t r a c e  and a  s m a l l  wired chock were used t o  r i g ,  wi th  
one p r o t e c t o r  a t  t h e  l i p .  

P i t c h  ( 6 ) :  1 2  met res .  Various bou lders  were used t o  r i g  from. 

Rolan Eberhard 

FLORENTINE VALLEY 23 November, 1985 

PARTY: S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard 

The morning was s p e n t  accomplishing a  s u r f a c e  su rvey  o f  a lmos t  two k i l o m t r e s  from 
Tassy P o t  t o  Porcupine Pot .  Th i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  t h e  r e c e n t  s p e c t a c u l a r  e x t e n s i o n s  i n  
Porcupine P o t  t o  be p l o t t e d  on a  mas te r  p l a n  showing o t h e r  caves  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Porcupine P o t ,  Tassy P o t  and O w l  P o t  shou ld  become c l e a r e r ,  and 
h o p e f u l l y  p o s s i b l e  connec t ions  w i l l  be apparen t .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  day,  whi le  S t e f a n  went scrub-bashing,  I went t o  Punishment Pot  f o r  
y e t  a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h i s  cave.  Th is  t ime I used e x p l o s i v e s  t o  e n l a r g e  
a squeeze i n  t h e  smal l  d r a u g h t i n g  h o l e  i n  t h e  d o l i n e .  S e t t i n g  up t h e  charges  was 
d i f f i c u l t  i n  awkward and c o n s t r i c t e d  c o n d i t i o n s .  Although I removed t h e  squeeze ,  
t h e  cave  d i d  n o t  look  p a r t i c u l a r l y  promising beyond. R o c k f a l l  seems t o  have blocked 
most l e a d s ,  and d igg ing  may be r e q u i r e d .  My i n s p e c t i o n  was on ly  s u p e r f i c i a l  and 
a n o t h e r  t r i p  i s  warranted.  

Rolan Eberhard 

ANOTHER PORCUPINE I N  THE POT...... 24 November, 1985 

PARTY: Trevor  Wai les ,  S t e f a n  Eberhard,  S teve  Bunton and Nick Hume 

CAUGHT BY THE SOFTWARE AGAIN.. . . . . . .  See n e x t  page f o r  r e p o r t  
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S t e f ,  S teve  and I g o t  away e a r l y ,  much t o  T r e v ' s  d i s g u s t .  Even wi th  a  l a t e  
p e r m i t ,  we s t i l l  r e q u i r e d  a  l o t  of t ime f o r  su rvey ing  and poking a b o u t  i n  PP. The 
t h r e e  of us were g e t t i n g  ready by t h e  s i d e  of t h e  Nine Road around 8  am, when t o  our  
u t t e r  d i s b e l i e f ,  t h e  e a r t h  shook, and around t h e  c o r n e r  came T r e v ' s  van! I t  was 
a l m o s t  a  r e l i g i o u s  moment. By t h e  t ime we had r e l o c a t e d  our  lower jaws, Chr i s  and 
Dale tumbled o u t  of t h e  van too.  These two were going t o  do some bushbashing 
towards Growling,  Trev though was coming w i t h  us .  

The f a m i l i a r  v e r t i c a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  cave was f a i r l y  f a s t  and easy  going f o r  us 
o l d  hands ,  however, "newcomer" S teve  was I s u s p e c t  p o s s i b l y  impressed wi th  i t  a l l .  
T h i s  was c e r t a i n l y  t h e  c a s e  i n  two o r  t h r e e  of t h e  v e r t i c a l  "squeezes" .  He was l a s t  
man down t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  and could  be heard  a  long  way o f f ,  d i s c o u r s i n g  on 
t e rmina ted  p regnanc ies  and t h e  l i k e .  How t h a t  s u b j e c t  could  be r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
c a v e ,  we w e r e n ' t  s u r e .  

A f t e r  o n l y  minor s t u f f i n g  abou t  we made our  way down t o  t h e  T a s s i e  Po t  ( ? ? ? ? ? )  
s t ream and enjoyed some f i n e  c r a w l i n g  through t h e  f l a t t e n e r  i n t o  t h e  O w l  Po t  ( ? ? ? ? ? )  
s t ream.  Here we wandered upstream t o  push some p o s s i b l e  c o n t i n u a t i o n s  mentioned by 
S t u  and C h r i s  on t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  of t h a t  a r e a  of t h e  cave two weeks 
e a r l i e r .  

The upstream s e c t i o n  of t h e  cave i s  magni f i cen t .  I n i t i a l l y  formed a s  a  l a r g e  
l o o s e  f l o o r e d  chamber, t h e  way on bypasses  a n o t h e r  f l a t t e n e r  t o  emerge i n  ve ry  n i c e  
passage  indeed.  Th is  c o n t i n u e s  f o r  some d i s t a n c e ,  fo l lowing  up t h e  s t ream t o  a  15 
met re  wide by 10 met re  h i g h  chamber where t h e  wa te r  emerges from a  s m a l l e r  s i d e  
passage  n e a r  t h e  base  of a  wet aven. We ignored t h e  s i d e  passage f o r  t h e  moment and 
fa l lowed  t h e  t r e n d  of t h e  major passage t o  where i t  ended i n  a  b lockage of c o l l a p s e d  
r o o f .  Trev and S t e f  d i s p e r s e d  on v a r i o u s  c o n t r n u a t i o n  f i n d i n g  f o r a y s  w i t h o u t  
s u c c e s s .  - 

We reassembled a t  a  n i c e l y  d e c o r a t e d  c o r n e r  t o  beg in  t h e  survey o u t  which was 
a c t u a l l y  p l e a s u r a b l e ,  due t o  t h e  superb  n a t u r e  of t h i s  p l a c e .  The huge passage was 
d r y  and f l a t  f l o o r e d  enough t o  s p r i n t  a l o n g ,  a  r a r e  p i e c e  of cave indeed.  We 
exp lored  t h e  s i d e  passage  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s t ream up t o  a  sump w i t h i n  dangerous 
l o o k i n g  blockage.  Th is  d i d n ' t  look  a t  a l l  promising and no sane  person would 
a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  a  way on h e r e .  Above t h e  sump a  f r e s h  breakdown s l o p e  l e d  t o  a  
h i g h e r  l e v e l  chamber c o n t a i n i n g  some e x q u i s i t e  a r a g o n i t e  f l o w e r s ,  We s p e n t  some 
t ime look ing  f o r  a  way back t o  t h e  s t ream.  S t e f  pushed a  d i f f i c u l t  squeeze t o  go 
a n o t h e r  50 met res  through awkward ground, w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  a  bypass.  This  l e a d  s t i l l  
g o e s ,  b u t  o n l y  j u s t .  

We began survey ing  a g a i n ,  down through t h e  wet poo ls  t o  re-emerge i n  t h e  major 
passage.  It  was a  r e l i e f  t o  r e t u r n  t o  doing 50 met re  survey l e g s  a g a i n .  Surveying 
went f a i r l y  smoothly though we were d e f i n i t e l y  c o o l i n g  o f f  t h e  i d e a  a s  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t s  became p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more fogged and d i f f i c u l t  t o  read .  Cold and 
s l u g g i s h  on r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  T a s s i e  P o t  ( ? ? ? ? ? )  s t ream j u n c t u r e ,  we a b o r t e d  t h e  i d e a  
o f  going on t o  su rvey  t h e  downstream s e c t i o n .  I n  f a c t  i t  was g e t t i n g  l a t e  by now 
and we s t i l l  had t o  su rvey  back through t h e  f l a t t e n e r ,  a  t a s k  no one was look ing  
forward to .  

Trev shoo 'ed Bunty, who was tapeman, a s  f a r  i n t o  t h i s  " d r a i n p i p e "  a s  he p o s s i b l y  
c o u l d ,  whi le  r e a d i n g  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  from t h e  van tage  p o i n t  of a lmos t  t o t a l  
immersion i n  f r e e z i n g  wate r .  About 70 met res  l o n g ,  t h e  f l a t t e n e r  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  
l e a s t  e n j o y a b l e  p a r t  of t h e  cave and i t  took some t ime f o r  us t o  make t h e  connec t ion  
between t h e  o l d  and new surveys  a t  t h e  " o u t s i d e "  end of t h i s  f l a t t e n e r .  Again we 
had no t ime t o  look  a t  t h e  upstream l e a d  and t h e r e f o r e  dec ided  t o  l e a v e  t h e  cave 
r i g g e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  t r i p .  
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We SRT'd t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  t o  t h e  accompaniment of Bunt ' s  Bad Jokes .  He changed h i s  
tune  somewhat upon encounte r ing  t h e  squeeze below t h e  15 met re  l a d d e r .  R e l i g i o u s l y  
anti-smoking,  h e  expressed  a  d e s i r e  f o r  a  c i g a r e t t e  when he was f i n a l l y  "born a g a i n "  
on t h e  top  s i d e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  o b s t a c l e ,  a  remark t h a t  caused c o n s i d e r a b l e  m i r t h  
amongst t h e  t h r e e  of us w a i t i n g  below. Trev must have thought  I was dozing o f f  on 
t h e  l a d d e r  c l imb,  f o r  he  dropped a n  a p p a r e n t l y  l a r g e  rock  s q u a r e l y  on my helmet  a s  I 
was n e a r i n g  t h e  top ,  b l e s s  h i s  h e a r t .  We good n a t u r e d l y  a s s i s t e d  each o t h e r  i n  t h e  
conf ined  upper s e c t i o n s  of t h e  cave ,  t o  emerge on t h e  s u r f a c e  abou t  5.30 pm. 

I t  was a  v e r y  w a r m  day t o  be s t a g g e r i n g  back up t h e  h i l l  i n  f u l l  cav ing  r i g .  
S t e f a n  a lmos t  t r o d  on a  l a r g e  snake,  b u t  t h e  subsequent  h i s s i n g  and s p i t t i n g  was 
such  t h a t  a  r e t r e a t  was made t o  t h e  s a f e r  haven of a  r o t t e n  l o g  (by t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  
s e r p e n t ! ) .  Dale and C h r i s  were w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  c a r s  wi th  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  they  h a d n ' t  
found any th ing .  A t  l e a s t  they s a i d  they h a d n ' t  found any th ing .  A g r e a t  d a y ' s  
cav ing  w i t h  some 750 met res  of su rvey ing  done and t h e  cave h a s n ' t  f i n i s h e d  y e t .  

Nick Hume 

WARHOLE ( o r  i s  i t  WARHOL ? ? ? )  8 December, 1985 

PARTY: Trevor  Wai les ,  S t e f a n  Eberhard,  Martyn Carnes ,  Leigh Douglas and Nick Hume 

Martyn and I changed i n t o  cave g e a r  t h a t  was s t i l l  unwashed from a  Hutchins School 
t r i p  h e l d  a  few days p r e v i o u s l y  - yuk! We a l l  trudged up t h e  Serend ip  t r a c k  t o  t h e  
Los t  P o t  t u r n o f f  and branched r i g h t  towards t h e  l a t e s t  Rolan Eberhard f i n d .  We were 
a l l  a c t u a l l y  keen!! 

The e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  was on ly  a b o u t  1 0  met res  b u t  of r e s p e c t a b l e  d iamete r  
n o n e t h e l e s s .  A scungy f l o o r  l e d  down through some o l d  b locks  and i n t o  an  e a s i l y  
n e g o t i a b l e  passage  t o  t h e  top  o f  t h e  n e x t  drop.  Th is  was a  15 metre a f f a i r  t h a t  
Martyn r i g g e d  from some i n t e r e s t i n g  anchor  p o i n t s  and descended through a  s m a l l  h o l e  
t h a t  e n l a r g e d  t o  a  n i c e  aven l i t t e r e d  w i t h  some l a r g e  (presumably kangaroo)  s k u l l s .  

A t h i r d  p i t c h  of t e n  met res  was r i g g e d  w i t h  8  mm rope  and o n l y  j u s t  hung f r e e .  An 
a i r y  downclimb below t h i s  involved f r i c t i o n - b r i d g i n g  on w a l l s  covered w i t h  
"pop-corn". Some of t h i s  would "pop" d i s c o n c e r t i n g l y ,  b u t  was o t h e r w i s e  e a s y  t o  
descend. A c o l l e c t i o n  of Thylac ine  bones was n o t e d ,  r e s t i n g  behind a  s l a b  i n  t h e  
chamber below t h i s  c l imb.  

Nearby was a  t i n y  h o l e  i n  t h e  f l o o r  from which was i s s u i n g  a  ve ry  c h i l l i n g  d r a u g h t  
indeed!  I n i t i a l l y  i t  was thought  t h a t  t h e  h o l e  was u n n e g o t i a b l e ,  b u t  a s  i t  was t h e  
o n l y  way on and a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t a i n e d  a  30 t o  50 metre  p i t c h ,  some e n l a r g i n g  was 
deemed worthwhile.  Trev and I b e l t e d  away a t  t h e  t h i n g  w i t h  a  P e t z l  b o l t  hammer, 
then Martyn had a  go a t  squeezing through w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .  More hammering and wee 
Trev managed t o  squeeze o u t  through t h i s  " s p h i n c t e r "  i n t o  a  s i z a b l e  aven. 

A r o p e  was lowered and Trev was on h i s  way l e a v i n g  us l e s s e r  ( E d ' s  n o t e  - maybe 
t h a t  should  read  " g r e a t e r " ! )  m o r t a l s  t o  f r e e z e  i n  t h e  s t r o n g  d raught  he reabouts .  He 
bombed a  t h i r t y  metre  p i t c h  t o  r i g  a n o t h e r  one of 15 t o  20 met res  u s i n g  t h e  same 
rope.  Explor ing f u r t h e r  h e  found y e t  a n o t h e r  drop e s t i m a t e d  a t  20 m e t r e s ,  b u t  we 
had no more rope  t o  look  a t  t h i s .  Trev r e t u r n e d  t o  our  group,  now e n l a r g e d  by t h e  
a r r i v a l  of S t e f a n  from " J e l l y  Pot" .  Trev g o t  back through t h e  squeeze b u t  on ly  a f t e r  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  gr imacing and abuse .  S t e f a n  and I began survey ing  o u t  of t h e  cave.  We 
d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  d e r i g  a s  i t ' s  s t i l l  going s t r o n g l y  and a  r e t u r n  t r i p  w i l l  obv ious ly  
occur  r e a l  soon. Trev c e r t a i n l y  had a  good d a y ' s  e x p l o r i n g .  
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The cave  i s  on a b o u t  t h e  same con tour  a s  S e r e n d i p i t y  and n o t  t h a t  f a r  away from i t  
s o  i t  w i l l  be v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how deep i t  a c t u a l l y  goes .  

Nick Hume 

SUNDAY DRIVE TO I D A  BAY 15  December, 1985 

PARTY: Martyn Carnes ,  Leigh Douglas,  P e t r i n a  Quinn and Nick Hume 

An i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t e  s topped us  from e n t e r i n g  A u s t r a l i a ' s  b e s t  s p o r t  cav ing  a r e a  
t h i s  weekend s o  w e  c a s t  a b o u t  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  few a l t e r n a t i v e s .  There a r e n ' t  many t o  
choose from! 

Turning s o u t h  i n s t e a d  of n o r t h  from Hobar t ,  we e v e n t u a l l y  took t h e  r i g h t  hand road 
going t o  Bender ' s  Q u a r r y  and went up South Lune Spur 1 t o  a  f o r e s t r y  assessment  
t r a c k .  A l l  t h i s  w i t h o u t  s i g h t i n g  any l imes tone!  We then  "hashed" a long  t o  Spur 2  
r o a d ,  c r o s s i n g  a  few r e a s o n a b l e  c r e e k s  b e f o r e  d e c i d i n g  t o  go up one of t h e s e  i n  
s e a r c h  of some cave.  Ascending some 300 met res  i n  a  s p o r t i n g  l i t t l e  wa te rcourse ,  we 
i n t e r s e c t e d  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  f o r e s t r y  t r a c k  b u t  found n o t h i n g  b u t  d o l e r i t e .  

Dr iv ing  t o  t h e  top  of q u a r r y  we became p a r t i a l l y  i n s p i r e d  t o  have a  look  up t h e  
b i g  h i l l  t o  t h e  e a s t  of h e r e .  An obvious  smal l  v a l l e y  sank i n t o  a  smal l  f e a t u r e  
j u s t  o f f  t h e  road.  Th is  was comple te ly  blocked wi th  s o i l  and bou lders  - t h e r e  was 
no d r a u g h t  p r e s e n t  anywhere t o  tempt us t o  have d i g .  F u r t h e r  up t h e  h i l l  i s  some 
v e r y  t h i c k  s c r u b  w i t h  p l e n t y  of c u t t i n g  g r a s s  and some d o l e r i t e  s c r e e .  Leigh l e f t  a  
t r a i l  of  c o l o u r f u l  j e l l y  beans s o  we wouldn ' t  g e t  l o s t !  

Meantime, Martyn wandered t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  and found a  r e s p e c t a b l e  s h a f t  j u s t  o f f  
t h e  l e f t  of t h i s  r o u t e  some f i v e  minutes  a long  i t  and b e f o r e  t h e  Na t iona l  G a l l e r y  
t u r n o f f .  We took a  b i t  of g e a r  t o  have a  look  s e e  and were s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  covered by r o t t i n g  l o g s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  had n o t  been looked a t  b e f o r e .  
I r i g g e d  t h e  p i t c h  of some 15 t o  20 m e t r e s ,  from a  f a l l e n  t r e e  and Martyn r e r i g g e d  
rfoma chockstone t o  g i v e  a  f reehang  i n t o  a  s i z a b l e  chamber. He descended t o  a  l a r g e  
f l o o r  from where he  r i g g e d  a  h a n d l i n e  down t o  some f o s s i l  s t r eam passage.  Th is  d i d  
n o t  go u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  f i z z i n g  o u t  i n  a  t a p e r i n g  r i f t .  

We der igged  t h e  cave  i n  t ime t o  meet up w i t h  some SUSS bods who were a l s o  "having 
a  wonderful  t ime",  r e t u r n i n g  from a n  a t t e m p t  t o  do "Milkrun". They had walked a l l  
t h e  way down t o  E x i t  w i t h o u t  f i n d i n g  t h e  tu rnof  f up t h e  new Mini Mart in  t r a c k !  They 
d i d  however f i n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  t r a c k  and had a  look  a t  t h a t ,  p l u s  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r s  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  end of t h e  t aped  s e c t i o n ,  f i n i s h i n g  a t  t h e  c r e e k .  Not a  
g r e a t  day a s  f a r  a s  cav ing  goes ,  b u t  p o s s i b l y  b e t t e r  than  s i t t i n g  around watching 
t h e  c r i c k e t !  

Nick Hume 






