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LIFE BEGINS AT 40, BUT WHAT ABOUT CAVING?? 

You may o r  may n o t  have n o t i c e d  ( l o o k  a t  t h e  top of t h e  page Neddy) t h a t  t h i s  y e a r  
s e e s  t h e  40 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Tasmanian Caverneer ing Club. As t h e  o l d e s t  
" o f f i c i a l "  cav ing  c l u b  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h i s  i s  a  r ecord  of which we can be j u s t l y  
proud, p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r a t h e r  b i z a r r e  n a t u r e  of c a v e r n e e r i n g  / cav ing  / 
p o t h o l i n g  / spe leo logy!  D e s p i t e ,  o r  because o f ,  a l l  t h e  s t i r r i n g  and much throwing 
of s o f t  brown m a t e r i a l ,  our  c l u b  can be proud of i t s  achievements  over  t h e  y e a r s  - 
n e e d l e s s  t o  say  dep th  r e c o r d s  and s o  on do n o t  come e a s i l y  a t  any t ime,  b u t  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a r e a  does  make them somewhat e a s i e r  t o  ach ieve .  That f a c t  i s  
o f t e n  overlooked when comparisons a r e  made between a c t i v i t i e s  of c a v e r s  h e r e  and "on 
t h e  mainland". 

The Tasmanian Caverneer ing Club can  no doubt  look forward t o  many y e a r s  y e t  of 
i n s p i r i n g  and bpontaneous,  i f  o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e b e l l i o u s ,  underground a c t i v i t y .  No 
a r e a  i s  e v e r  f u l l y  exp lored ,  no cave e v e r  pushed t o  t h e  l i m i t .  New technology,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  rope  manufacture  and survey ing  systems w i l l  make f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  
e a s i e r ,  o r  even j u s t  p o s s i b l e ,  a s  occured d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1970 ' s  wi th  t h e  adven t  of 

1 SRT. R o l l  on a n t i - g r a v i t y  s u i t s . . . . . . . . . . .  

S t u a r t  Nicholas  - E d i t o r  SPELEO SPIEL 

TIME FOR A CHANGE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A f t e r  more y e a r s  than  I c a r e  t o  remember of pushing pens ,  b o t t l e s  of Liquid  Paper  
and more l a t e l y ,  a  computer keyboard,  I have decided t o  g i v e  t h e  e d i t i n g  of t h i s  
f i n e  r a g  t o  some o t h e r  dese rv ing  person ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a  whi le .  Renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h i n g s  e l e c t r o n i c  have spur red  me t o  e n r o l  i n  a  n i g h t  s t u d y  c o u r s e  t h a t  w i l l  l e a v e  
no t ime t o  do t h i n g s  such a s  compose t h i s  mighty mag. 

T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  w i t h  genuine sadness  t h a t  I s a y  t h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  r e g u l a r  Spe leo  
S p i e l  I w i l l  produce f o r  a y e a r  o r  two o r  t h r e e  - maybe an  o c c a s i o n a l  one w i l l  f i n d  
i t s  way through t h e  word p r o c e s s o r ,  b u t  v e r y  few. The p l a n  i s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  t h i n g  
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around so it will be produced by all and sundry - be warned, it will probably be 
better! ! 

Thank you one and all for your support and encouragement, to say nothing of the 
occasional kick in the pants when I became a little slack! May SPELEO SPIEL 
continue to be one of Australia's better caving magazines. ...... 
On the same subject, meetings will no longer be held at 7  Rupert Avenue owing to -- ---- 

my not being there most nights, and studying on the others. This is also a fairly 
major change for TCC as meets have happened at Rupert Avenue for quite a number of 
years. 

As from the February 19 "committee meeting", the meets will occur at Martyn 
Carnes' and Stefan Eberhard's flat at 8A Lambert Avenue, Sandy Bay - don't forget 
it! For the uninformed, this club meets on the FIRST and THIRD Wednesday's of each 
month, now at the venue above. 

Stuart Nicholas - editor SPELEO SPIEL 

NOTICE OF 1986 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

As always the AGM will be held on the last Wednesday of March, this year Wednesday 
March 26 at 8A Lambert Avenue, Sandy Bay, starting 8 pm. All committee positions -- 
will be declared vacant and must be filled by election. Reports of office bearers 
are to be presented, and the fees set for the next financial year. 

BE THERE! 

DEEPEST CAVES LIST - JANUARY 1986 
The last deepest list published in this magazine was over a year ago in Speleo 

Spiel 201. The number of caves exceeding 100 metres depth has since increased to a 
total of 42. For the first time on the list, there is a cave from Plt Weld, an area 
where no deep caves were previously known. Tasmania currently boasts Australia's 
twenty deepest caves, with Eagles Nest Cave system ( 1 7 4  metres) in NSW the deepest 
known on the mainland. 

Depths are given in metres and the letters that follow indicate the particular 
cave area: MA - Mt Anne, JF - Junee / Florentine, MW - Mount Weld, IB - Ida Bay, MC 
- Mole Creek. For multi-entrance systems the first name given is the highest 
entrance, with additional entrances shown in brackets in order of decreasing depth. 
Accompanying the list in Speleo Spiel 201 were some notes concerning several of the 
depths quoted, and most of these comments are relevant to this list. Some 
additional notes are also provided. 

1 Anne-A-Kananda 373 MA 
2 Ice Tube 3 54 JF 

(Slaughterhouse Pot, Pendant Pot, Growling Swallet) 
3 Khazad-dum (Dwarrowdelf) 323 JF 
4  Serendipity 282 J F 
5  Cauldron Pot 263 J F 
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O w l  Po t  
Tassy Po t  
A r r a k i s  
Mini Mart in  
(Skyhook P o t ,  E x i t  Cave) 
Milk Run 
Sesame 
F l i c k  Mints Hole 
Midnight Hole 
(Mystery Creek Cave) 
Porcupine PO t 
The Chairman 
Cyclops 
Big Tree  P o t  
Peanut Bri t t le  P o t  
Udensala 
Los t  PO t 
Top Hole 
( A p r i l  Fools  En t rance ,  Croesus Cave) 
Three  F a l l s  Cave 
K e l l a r  C e l l a r  
Niagara Po t  
Threefor tyone  
S a t a n s  L a i r  
R i f t  Cave 
Vic to ry  75 
Warhol 
Go rmenghas t 
L i t t l e  Grunt 
Chicken Bone Po t  
R e v e l a t i o n  Cave 
Thun J u n c t i o n  Cave 
Col-In-Cavern 
Hobbi t Hole 
H e r b e r t s  P o t  
Yode l le r s  Po t  
Bone P i t  
Rescue P o t  
Sp lash  Po t  
Devi l s  P o t  System 

YEAR 

244 
2 38 
235 
220 

208 
207 
2 04 
203 

202 
197 
192 
l 8 9  
186 
181 
175 
174 

l 5 8  
155 
149 
l 4 8  
139 
130 
130 
130 
l 2 8  
l 2 8  
125 
125 
120 
119 
1 l 8  
1 l 6  
115 
1 l 3  
107 
l 0 6  
105 
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9 Mini Mart in .  A survey ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  208) has  shown a  dep th  of 220 met res  from 
Mini Mart in  e n t r a n c e  t o  s t ream l e v e l  below t h e  s h a f t s .  Presumably some h e i g h t  i s  
l o s t  between t h i s  p o i n t  and t h e  E x i t  Cave ou t f low e n t r a n c e ,  g i v i n g  an  a c t u a l  dep th  
s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  l i s t e d .  

21 Croesus Cave. Th is  cave h a s  been omi t t ed  from prev ious  l i s t s .  The dep th  f i g u r e  
i s  from a n  over land  survey  between t h e  e n t r a n c e s .  Th i s  su rvey  was done many y e a r s  
ago b u t  on ly  r e c e n t l y  came t o  n o t i c e .  

28 Vic to ry  75. Omitted by e r r o r  from l i s t  i n  Speleo S p i e l  201. 

31 L i t t l e  Grunt.  Survey i n  Speleo S p i e l  197, a d d i t i o n a l  dep th  e s t i m a t e d  fo l lowing  
l a t e r  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

38 Yode l le r s  Pot .  Depth based on s k e t c h  survey  i n  Speleo S p i e l  201. 
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41 Sp lash  Pot .  A r e c e n t  t r i p  added a n  e x t r a  e i g h t  met res  t o  t h e  p rev ious  surveyed 
dep th .  

Rolan Eberhard 

IB-38: MILK RUN - ACCESS, PITCHES AND R I G G I N G  DETAILS 

( a )  ACCESS: Milk Run i s  i n  t h e  Mini Mar t in  / Big Tree  Pot  a r e a  a t  Ida  Bay. 

Access may be ga ined  by d r i v i n g  through Benders Quarry a t  Lune R i v e r ,  and park ing  
a t  t h e  t o p  a f t e r  fo l lowing  t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  bench roads .  Top of t h e  q u a r r y  i s  
a c t u a l l y  t h e  s a d d l e  between Lune Sugar loaf  and Marble H i l l ,  c a r s  being u s u a l l y  l e f t  
on t h e  Marble H i l l  s i d e  of s a d d l e ,  o r  d r i v e n  up t h e  road which r i s e s  up t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  of t h e  h i l l  from t h e  s a d d l e .  PERMISSION should always be o b t a i n e d  from Benders 
Q u a r r y  manager beforehand,  whether d r i v i n g  through o r  walking up. The manager i s  
Lindsay Rhodes, on t h e  phone a t  t h e  q u a r r y  (983136) o r  a t  home (983127) and l i v e s  i n  
a cream-yellow weatherboard house l a s t  on t h e  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  r a i l w a y  l i n e  a s  you 
d r i v e  sou th .  Permiss ion i s  u s u a l l y  for thcoming w i t h  no problems, b u t  a s  a c o u r t e s y  
and t o  keep up t h e  r a p p o r t  between us  t h i s  remains e s s e n t i a l ,  b e s i d e s  which they  
b l a s t  a t  odd t imes d u r i n g  weekends. 

From t h e  s a d d l e  walk a long  Roy S k i n n e r ' s  "Exi t "  t r a c k ,  from t h e  end of a c u t t i n g  
g r a s s  covered b u l l d o z e r  t r a c k .  Descending, you pass  a yel low taped t r a c k  n e a r  a 
f e r n y  g u l l y ,  t h a t  branches  o f f  r i g h t  t o  "Nat iona l  G a l l e r y "  (IB-47) and o t h e r s .  Keep 
on going! A f t e r  h a l f  a n  hour  o r  l e s s  from t h e  q u a r r y  you walk over  a n  obvious  
l i m e s t o n e  k n o l l  abou t  4 t o  5 metres h igh .  (From h e r e  you can head u p h i l l ,  n o r t h  t o  
Chicken Bone P o t  e t c . )  One hundred t o  150 met res  p a s t  t h e  k n o l l ,  a n  obvious  g u l l y  
i s  c r o s s e d  w i t h  a normal ly  d r y  g r a v e l l y  c r e e k  bed. R i s i n g  up t h e  bank from t h i s  
g u l l y  a long  t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  a n o t h e r  20 t o  25 met res  t h e  new P o r r i t t  / Clarke  r e d  
taped t r a c k  i s  found branching r i g h t .  Th i s  l e a d s  d i r e c t l y  t o  Big Tree  Po t  (IB-9) 
a b o u t  10 t o  15 minutes  from t h e  E x i t  t r a c k  and hence on to  IB-33, 34, 32 and Mini 
Mar t in  (IB-8). About f i v e  minutes  walk a long  t h i s  r ed  t r a c k  i s  a branch t r a c k  
f l agged  w i t h  ye l low t a p e  on a s a s s a f r a s  b e s i d e  a manfern a t  t h e  b a s e  of a smal l  
c l i f f y  ou tc rop .  Ten met res  up t h i s  yel low t r m k  a t  t h e  top  of a s m a l l  c l i f f  i s  
Coffee  Po t  (IB-35) and from h e r e  t h e  t r a c k  c o n t i n u e s  l e f t  t o  IB-37 ( s t i l l  go ing)  and 
t h e n  on t o  Milk Run (IB-38) a b o u t  f i v e  minutes  from Coffee  Po t .  Cont inuing s o u t h  
from Milk Run, t r a c k  runs  i n t o  t h e  impress ive  IB-7 r i f t .  Also i n  t h e  r e g i o n  of 
IB-38 i s  IB-36 and S h e l l  Hole (IB-49). 

( b )  PITCHES AND R I G G I N G  DETAILS 

This  cave was i n i t i a l l y  exp lored  d u r i n g  A p r i l ,  May and June 1985 by Arthur  Cla rke ,  
Tom P o r r i t t  and members of VSA (Daryl  Car r ,  Lou Wil l iams,  Ph i1  Hutcheson, Malcolm 
Frankhauser  and Ken Hosking) 

P i t c h  1 - PINT BOTTLE: 41 met res  

Two metre  t a p e  over  r o t t e n  l o g  above h o l e ;  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  w i r e  t r a c e  around s u s p e c t  
i n  s i t u  o u t c r o p  on RHS. F ive  met re  t a p e  back t o  t r e e  on LHS of p i t c h  e n t r a n c e .  I n  
o r d e r  t o  hang f r e e  down t h e  p i t c h ,  rope  should be abou t  200mm o u t  from number t ag .  

P i t c h  2 t o  4 - THE CHURNS 

P i t c h  2: 6 met res  
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Two met re  t a p e  around rock p i n n a c l e .  

P i t c h  3: 4 met res  

Q u a r t e r  i n c h  b o l t  on l e f t  hand s i d e  w a l l .  

P i t c h  4: 4  met res  
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Y shape r i g .  Br idge up over  p i t c h .  ( a )  Chock t o  f i t  15 - 20 mm c r a c k  r i g h t  hand 
s i d e  w a l l .  ( b )  1.5 t o  2  met re  t a p e  around s u s p e c t  column LHS w a l l  ( b r i d g e  up h i g h  
t o  r e a c h ) .  ( c )  3  met re  t a p e  j o i n s  two t o g e t h e r .  

P i t c h  5  - CHEESES: 26 met res  

318 i n c h  s t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  b o l t .  Hang rope  0.7m below b o l t  on a  t a p e  ( p r o t e c t e d  
t a p e ) .  B o l t  on l e f t  hand s i d e  of f i s s u r e  approach 2.5m o u t  and above t h e  p i t c h .  
Nine metre  t i e  back t o  p rev ious  p i t c h ,  o r  5m t o  s t a l  on LH wal l  h a l f  way down 
p r e v i o u s  p i t c h .  

P i t c h  6  - THE SEPARATOR: 49 met res  

S t a i n l e s s  s t e e l  b o l t .  Hang rope  1 met re  below b o l t .  S i x  metre  t i e  back t o  2m 
t a p e  around d i c e y  chock i n  f i s s u r e  i n  r o o f ;  f u r t h e r  3m t i e  back t o  a  2.5m t a p e  
around l a r g e  jug on o p p o s i t e  w a l l  a t  f l o o r  l e v e l .  3 / 8  b o l t  on RBS w a l l  above 
p i t c h .  

P i t c h  7 ( a )  and 8 ( a )  - THE CURDS 

To r i g h t  hand s i d e  from base  of The S e p a r a t o r  p a s t  s i d e  passage t o  aven. 

P i t c h  7 ( a ) :  12 met res  

Twelve met re  h a n d l i n e  t i e d  around rock  p r o j e c t i o n  on r i g h t  hand w a l l .  

P i t c h  8 ( a ) :  35 met re  w i t h  l e d g e  12 met re  down 

Rig two met re  w i r e  t r a c e  o v e r  decayed fo rmat ion  a t  l e f t  hand s i d e  above p i t c h .  
1.5m t a p e  around jug on r i g h t  hand s i d e  (lm back and 0.3m above l i p ) .  This  cou ld  
p o s s i b l y  be re-r igged by c l imbing  f u r t h e r  o u t  i n t o  t h e  r i f t .  

P i t c h  7 ( b )  and 8 ( b )  - THE CREAM 

To l e f t  hand s i d e  from t h e  base  of The S e p a r a t o r  v i a  s e r p e n t i n e  f i s s u r e .  

P i t c h  7 ( b )  : 8  met res  

O p t i o n a l  h a n d l i n e  t i e d  around chock i n  f l o o r .  

P i t c h  8 ( b ) :  approx.  30 met res  

P e t z l  b o l t  on l e f t  hand s i d e  w a l l  ( cou ld  be t i d i e d  up w i t h  hammer). P r o t e c t o r  
needed a t  b o l t .  Two met re  t i e  back t o  a  2m t a p e  on rock p r o j e c t i o n  on RHS. Two 
met re  f u r t h e r  t i e b a c k  t o  a n o t h e r  2m t a p e  around rock  p r o j e c t i o n  on f l o o r  o r  t o  
h a n d l i n e  from p r e v i o u s  p i t c h  i f  used.  P i t c h  r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  p r o t e c t o r  8m down. 

The Curds and The Cream both l e a d  t o  a  h o r i z o t a l  passage  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  The Way 
which ex tends  t o  a n o t h e r  aven a t  one end and a  d r a u g h t i n g  s t ream passage  i n  a  
f i s s u r e  a t  t h e  o t h e r  end. Th is  cou ld  be pushed f u r t h e r .  
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T o t a l  dep th :  208 met res .  Passage l e n g t h :  445 met res  p l u s .  

A r  t h u r  Cla rke  

I D A  BAY - IB-7 AND SURROUNDS J U N E  10,  1985 

PARTY: Tom P o r r i t t ,  P e t r i n a  Quinn and S teve  Summers. 

Followed red  t r a c k  t o  IB-7 g u l l y  c r o s s i n g  and l e f t  packs.  A qu ick  look  a t  
e n t r a n c e s  IB-9, IB-33, IB-8, IB-34 and IB-32 and then r e t u r n  t o  p ick  up packs.  
Walked up t h e  g u l l y  t o  IB-7 and had some food,  played wi th  g e a r  and f i n a l l y  took a 
l a d d e r  down i n t o  t h e  cave.  

S i x  metre  p i t c h  could  a lmos t  be cl imbed wi th  a hand l ine .  From bottom of t h e  
p i t c h ,  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  (wes t )  passage  was descended t o  t h e  top  of a 10 metre  drop 
which d i d  n o t  look  too  promising.  The f i s s u r e  was v e r y  narrow above t h e  drop and 
f l o o r e d  w i t h  s t ream cobbles  and mud. The s t ream decreased i n  s i z e  a s  i t  t r a v e l l e d  
t h e  f o r t y  met res  of passage.  

Some of t h e  s t ream flowed i n t o  a smal l  passage b u t  was too  narrow t o  f o l l o w  a f t e r  
two met res .  Water and rocks  cou ld  be heard t o  drop a metre  o r  two. Some rocks  were 
removed from t h e  f l o o r  b u t  more e f f o r t  i s  needed t o  g i v e  p o s s i b l e  a c c e s s  t o  more 
cave.  

A l a r g e  passage t h a t  jo ined  n e a r  t h e  d i g  was fol lowed up and proved t o  be t h e  
passage s e e n  above t h e  l a d d e r .  

The passage on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  ( e a s t )  of t h e  l a d d e r  was descended t o  a 2 metre  
chamber. A narrow f i s s u r e  l e d  down t o  t h e  base  of an  aven. Water went down a t i g h t  
passage which would be uncomfor table  i f  p o s s i b l e  t o  fo l low.  A c a i r n  was b u i l t  a t  
t h e  bottom of t h e  aven.  

Back t o  t h e  l a d d e r  then  on p a s t  t h e  bottom of t h e  water  f a l l  t o  a 3m cl imb up t o  a 
muddy l i t t l e  chamber. Then o u t  t o  l i g h t  r a i n !  

Returned partway down t h e  IB-7 g u l l y  t o  un-numbered cave (now IB-49) on e a s t e r n  
( n o r t h e r n )  s i d e  of g u l l y .  Small cave w i t h  5m l a d d e r  p i t c h  t o  12 metre  s l o p i n g  
f l o o r .  Many s n a i l  s h e l l s  and one smal l  s k e l e t o n  on f l o o r .  Also decayed f lows tone .  

Returned v i a  yel low t r a c k  p a s t  IB-38, IB-37, IB-35 and on t o  t h e  red t r a c k  and 
home. 

Tom P o r r i t t  

NOTE: The e d i t o r  of t h i s  magazine t a k e s  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  
by Stephen Bunton! 

"WRATH OF THE PORCUPINE" - PORCUPINE POT: 24 November, 1985. 

PARTY: S t e f a n  Eberhard,  Nick Hume, Trevor  Walles and S teve  Bunton 
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I l i k e  cav ing  i n  Tasmania - t h e  n a t i v e s  a r e  so  f r i e n d l y ,  they t a k e  you cav ing ,  
they l augh  a t  your jokes ,  they l augh  a t  your a t t e m p t s  t o  go c a v i n g ,  they t h i n k  
y o u ' r e  a  joke.  This  t r i p  s t a r t e d  w i t h  over tones  of "Have we g o t  a cave f o r  you!!" ...... j u s t  two weeks o l d ,  two hundred metres  deep,  over  a  k i l o m e t r e  long and ...... 
" Y o u ' l l  l o v e  it!!" 

I unders tood one b i t  had t o  be chipped o u t .  I l a t e r  found i t  s t u c k  between my 
r i b s .  Another b i t  needed b l a s t i n g  o u t .  I found t h a t  b i t  easy.  Another b i t  i s  j u s t  
t e r r i b l e  and i f  t h e  l o c a l s  h a d n ' t  helped me i t  would have needed cementing i n  ....... Floyd C o l l i n s  and Audience. 

What can  you say  abou t  6am s t a r t s ,  S t e f a n ' s  d r i v i n g ,  t h e  ANM g a t e  r i t u a l ,  The 
F l o r e n t i n e  Va l ley  Road, g e t t i n g  t rogged up i n  t h e  sun b e f o r e  s l i t h e r i n g  down t h e  
wors t  e n t r a n c e  s e c t i o n  e v e r .  V i r g i n a l  caves  a r e  always t i g h t  - Hindu Proverb.  

What can  you say  abou t  TCC's n i c o t i n e  a d d i c t i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t  beyond survey  s t a t i o n s  
smokos became t h e  on ly  landmarks o f  t h e  t r i p .  The watercrawl  w a s n ' t  t h e  b e s t .  The 
second streamway was g r e a t  - b i g  s t u f f ,  "Riva l s  Ex i t " .  Only t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  had 
a l r e a d y  been exp lored  d e t r a c t e d  from t h e  exper ience .  We began survey ing  i n  t h e  v e r y  
w e l l  decora ted  chamber f u l l  of  Aragoni te  c r y s t a l s  e t c . ,  a t  t h e  ve ry  upstream end of 
t h e  b i g  s t ream.  

Th is  s e c t i o n  ought  t o  be c a l l e d  Lindy Chamberla in ' s  P a l a c e  because i t s  c o l d ,  
h e a r t l e s s  and w e l l  and t r u l y  i n s i d e  ( E d ' s  n o t e :  t h a t ' s  a  b i t  behind t h e  t imes 
now......). Trev found a  growth t h a t  looked " l i k e  b r a i n s " .  I found a  good look ing  
dong. Trev thought  i t  had b r a i n s  - "A donger wi th  b r a i n s " .  We surveyed o u t  on ly  t o  
o v e r t a k e  S t e f a n  i n  t h e  s t ream passage wi thou t  knowing i t .  T h e r e ' s  50 met res  of 
unsurveyed passage up t h e r e  somewhere thanks  t o  h i s  enthusiasm.  

We surveyed down t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  a t  t h e  end of t h e  wa te r  c rawl .  The cave mud was 
i n c r e d i b l y  s l i p p e r y  over  a  few bou lder  chokes.  V i r g i n a l  cave i s  always s l i p p e r y ,  
due t o  i n e x p e r i e n c e  they overdo t h e  v a s e l i n e  - Hindu Proverb.  Trev g o t  t o  h a t e  t h e  
Suunto i n s t r u m e n t s  w h i l s t  su rvey ing  t h e  watercrawl .  S t e f a n  k e p t  h i s  u s u a l  
immaculate su rvey  n o t e s .  Nick hau led  a l l  t h e  junk o u t  of t h e  cave i n  a  pack. 
Luck i ly  I was on t h e  o t h e r  end of a  50 metre  su rvey  t a p e  because a t  t h i s  s t a g e  I ' d  
s p l i t  t h e  bum o u t  of my long-johns and speedos .  The a r s e  was a l r e a d y  miss ing  from 
Martyn 's  borrowed o v e r a l l s .  Going cav ing  i n  a  complete s e t  of borrowed cav ing  gear  
i s  g r e a t  fun.  S t u a r t ' s  helmet  was t o o  b i g ,  h i s  p r u s i k  r i g  a  m a l a d j u s t  and Nick ' s  
h a r n e s s  was meant f o r  a  nun judging on how t i g h t l y  i t  clamps your l e g s  t o g e t h e r .  
Never t a k e  a  g i f t  h o r s e  t o  underground water .  

A t  one s t a g e  S t e f a n  n e a r l y  ended up wi th  my s p h i n c t e r  around h i s  neck.  F a i l u r e  t o  
proceed a g a i n s t  g r a v i t y  on one b o t t l e n e c k  had i t  open and winking,  a s  s t a t e d  i t  was 
unimpeded, and a  s e v e r e  arm pump-out a lmos t  saw me f a l l  from g r a c e .  

I know why they  t ake  me cav ing  ....... I t  makes them f e e l  s u p e r i o r  - f e e d s  t h e i r  
e g o ' s .  They probably  en joy  i t  - I know I do! As f o r  Porcupine P o t  - what more can 
be s a i d ? .  

STEPHEN BUNTOE 

MOLE CREEK AREA: Weekend of 14+15 December, 1985 

Sa tu rday  Morning - PARTY: Mark S t a n f o r d ,  Gary Johns ton ,  Rik Tunney, David Rasch, Andrew, 

We'd heard t h a t  Sh i sh  Kebab was a  w e l l  decora ted  cave s o  a s  we had a  q u i t e  a  few 
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beg inners  a long  f o r  t h e  t r i p  t o  Kubla on Sunday, i t  seemed a  good o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
have a  look a t  t h i s  smal l  cave.  

I t  proved t o  be a  reasonab ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  couple  of hours  s p e n t  poking around and 
t a k i n g  some photos  of h e l e c t i t e s  and a r a g o n i t e  c r y s t a l s .  

Saturday Afternoon - CROESUS - PARTY: Mark, Gary, J a n i n e ,  Andrew, David, D i e r d r e  Maynard a1 

This  t r i p  was des igned a s  a n o t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  some good streamway photos .  The 
n o v i c e s  a l s o  g o t  a  look  a t  one of t h e  p r e t t i e s t  caves  i n  Tasmania. 

S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  r a i n  t h e  wa te r  l e v e l  was t h e  same a s  always.  Andrew 
Br iggs  informed me t h a t  i t  r a r e l y  changes.  Does anyone know why? 

Sunday - KUBLA KHAN - PARTY: Same a s  y e s t e r d a y  p l u s  I a n  Atkinson. 

We'd been hoping t o  g e t  some photos  of Kubla i n  f l o o d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  poo ls  f u l l ,  bu t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  wa te r  l e v e l  w a s n ' t  a s  h i g h  a s  we'd hoped. I t  was however 
c e r t a i n l y  above b a s e  l e v e l .  

Andrew and J e a n i n e  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  upper s e c t i o n s  and t h e  r e s t  of us planned a  
through t r i p ,  w i t h  a  b i t  of photography on t h e  way. 

The top  s e c t i o n  of t h e  P l e a s u r e  Dome was f u l l  of water  and h o p e f u l l y  a  few good 
photos  w i l l  come o u t  of i t .  Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  wa te r  h a d n ' t  y e t  worked i t s  way down 
through a l l  t h e  gours .  

Somebody h a s  p u t  a  smal l  breach i n  t h e  top  gour s o  t h a t  t h e  wa te r  r u n s  o u t  and 
down t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  f low s t o n e .  Whether t h i s  was i n t e n t i o n a l l y  done i s  ha rd  t o  
s a y ,  a l t h o u g h  i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine i t  being done by a c c i d e n t .  

We e x i t e d  v i a  t h e  streamway which was running q u i t e  h i g h  and made f o r  a  f u n ,  
s p o r t i n g  end t o  t h e  t r i p .  

J a n i n e  McKinnon 

ARRAKIS CAVE,  MT WELD a r e a  3 January ,  1986 

This  system was on ly  r e c e n t l y  r e d i s c o v e r e d  and exp lored  by SCS t o  a  dep th  of 236 
met res .  From t h e  end of t h e  road t h e  cave can be reached i n  j u s t  under 2 hours  
walking.  

A t  t h e  lower r i m  of t h e  l a r g e  d o l i n e  e n t r a n c e  t h e r e  i s  a  b o l t  f o r  b e l a y i n g  an  8 
metre  d rop ,  however t h i s  can be bypassed v i a  a  c l imb down a  r i f t  on t h e  l e f t  hand 
s i d e  beneath  t h e  n a t u r a l  a r c h .  A s t e e p  mud s l o p e  l e a d s  d i r e c t l y  on to  t h e  70 metre  
p i t c h  where c o n s i d e r a b l e  t ime was s p e n t  swinging back and f o r t h  on t h e  rope  b e f o r e  
managing t o  l o c a t e  t h e  b o l t  p laced  by Nick on a  p rev ious  t r i p .  I t  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a  
l e d g e  some 3 met res  below t h e  l i p ,  on t h e  f a r  r i g h t  hand s i d e  o f  t h e  s h a f t  when 
f a c i n g  i n t o  t h e  cave.  

From t h e  b o l t  t h e  rope  hangs down a  smal l  r i f t  c a r r y i n g  a  t r i c k l e  of wa te r  and 5 
met res  down I p laced  a  s i d e p u l l  v i a  a  2 met re  s l i n g  looped over  a  f l a k e  on t h e  RHS. 
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Approximately 12 met res  f u r t h e r  down I hammered i n  a  s h o r t  l e e p e r  p i t o n  t o  a c t  a s  
a n o t h e r  s i d e p u l l .  With some apprehens ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of t h e  r i g g i n g  and 
t h e  8.5mm rope ,  I con t inued  t o  t h e  bottom of t h i s  f i n e  s h a f t .  The 3  metre  p i t c h  
immediately f o l l o w i n g  l e a d s  over  a  dangerous boulder  on t h e  LHS. Seven met res  of 
rope i s  r e q u i r e d ,  belayed from a  / l7  hex and a  # 4  Chouinard s t o p p e r ,  a l t h o u g h  a  s i z e  
1  - 2 1 / 2  Fr iend  would be b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  c r a c k .  This  p i t c h  could  probably  be 
f r e e  c l imbed,  on t h e  RHS, i f  necessa ry .  

The f i n a l  10 metre  p i t c h  r e q u i r e s  15  met res  of rope belayed from a  r a t h e r  dubious  
b o l t  on t h e  RHS. A d d i t i o n a l  anchor  p o i n t s  included a  s l i n g  through a n  eyeho le  and a  
" t i e d - o f f "  s h o r t  l o s t  ar row p i t o n  on t h e  LHS. The p r o t e c t o r  normal ly  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h e  
l i p  cou ld  be d i spensed  w i t h  v i a  a  s l i n g  s i d e p u l l  from an  eyeho le  on t h e  RHS. 

I t  was a lmos t  a  n o v e l t y  be ing  a b l e  t o  d e t e c t  a  glimmer of d a y l i g h t  a t  t h e  base  of 
t h e  p i t c h ,  w h i l s t  supposedly  being some 220 metres  underground. The r e c e n t  
e x c e s s i v e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  meant t h a t  t h e  bottom of  t h e  cave was sumped, i n s t e a d  of t h e  
bou lder  choke r e p o r t e d  p r e v i o u s l y .  

Upstream proceeds  a s  a  t a l l  canyon w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  fo rmat ion  i n c l u d i n g  s t r a w s ,  
f lows tone  and gypsum c r y s t a l s .  

F u r t h e r  on t h e  passage d e g e n e r a t e s  i n t o  narrow awkward r i f t  and squeezes .  I s p e n t  
a  whi le  r e c l i n i n g  on t h e  s u b s t r a t e  observ ing  t h e  cave fauna ,  o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f ,  b e f o r e  
an  u n e v e n t f u l  e x i t .  From c a r  back t o  c a r  t h e  t r i p  took 12 hours .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 

N.E. R I D G E  of MT ANNE - ANNE-A-KANANDA e t c .  January 9-12, 1986. 

PARTY: Rolf Adams, Kier  Vaughan-Taylor, Gregg ? ( a l l  from SUSS), J e f f  Watson, Matthew Jac 

We l e f t  f o r  M t  Anne on t h e  Thursday and a f t e r  much d i f f i c u l t y  l o c a t e d  t h e  
"bombardier" t r a c k  and a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Anne-A-Kananda d o l i n e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day. 

I t  had been r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  p a s t  24 h o u r s ,  s o  t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of wa te r  showering 
down t h e  overhang and p l e n t y  of suck ing  mud on t h e  s l o p e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  d o l i n e .  

That a f t e r n o o n  and evening we s p e n t  e x p l o r i n g  our  p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e  and c r a w l i n g  
i n t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  v e r y  d raughty  A-A-K. Th i s  l i t t l e  poke a b o u t  sparked my 
enthusiasm f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  days.  

On Sa turday  Rolf and Matthew went l o o k i n g  f o r  caves .  The rest of u s ' d e c i d e d  t o  
have a  look  a t  K e l l a r s  C e l l a r .  A f t e r  a  m i l l i o n  cups of c o f f e e  we s e t  o f f .  G e t t i n g  
t h e r e  was easy  enough and r i g g i n g  t h e  ropes  d i d n ' t  t a k e  long.  One by one we - 
disappeared  down t h e  p i t c h . .  ..... 

I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a b s e i l  down. I d i d n ' t  l i k e  being s o  f a r  from 
t h e  w a l l s  a s  I had never  been i n  s i t u a t i o n  where I ' v e  been d a n g l i n g  i n  space  on a  
b i t  of rope.  Feeding t h e  rope  and bouncing madly up and down on i t  d i d n ' t  a p p e a l  t o  
me e i t h e r  b u t  i t  s t a r t e d  f e e d i n g  n i c e l y  on t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  met res  and I enjoyed 
t h a t !  Some t a p e  was a t t a c h e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  met res .  

I was p leased  t o  be on t h e  ground a g a i n  - t h e  o t h e r s  s t a r t e d  t o  head o u t  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  my a r r i v a l .  Looking a b o u t ,  Kie r  and I smashed and s c a t t e r e d  bones of poor 
u n f o r t u n a t e s  who d i d n ' t  have a  rope.  
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Everything was of g i a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  t o  me. The bou lders  were house s i z e d  and 
look ing  up t h e  s h a f t  was amazing - i t  d i d  seem a s  i f  we were i n s i d e  a  pepper p o t .  

By now J e f f  had gone up and i t  was my t u r n  o u t .  Going up I cou ld  p i c k  o u t  
i n t e r e s t i n g  c r a c k s  and p l a c e s  I thought  would make good bivvy s p o t s  ( n o t  t h a t  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  s l e e p  i n  t h e r e ! ) .  

The top  of t h e  rope  proved v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  t h e  header  had wound i t s e l f  round 
and round t h e  n e x t  rope l e a d i n g  o u t .  I so lved  t h i s  by simply s p i n n i n g  u n t i l  t h e r e  
was s u f f i c i e n t  rope  f r e e  t o  a t t a c h  my a s c e n d e r s  t o  - I was a l s o  wondering how much 
t h e  header  cou ld  t a k e  as I spun... . . .  

By t h e  t ime I was o u t  and o f f  t h e  rope ,  and Kie r  was s t a r t i n g  i t  was dark .  The 
b u l b  i n  my t o r c h  had blown b e f o r e  going down and I ' d  run  o u t  of wa te r  113 of t h e  way 
up; K i e r ' s  l i g h t  was dying t o o  and h e  a l s o  had t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e  t w i s t e d  rope n e a r  
t h e  top.  

We g o t  back t o  t h e  d o l i n e  on one v e r y  f a d i n g  l i g h t  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  overwalked 
t h e  t r a c k  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  cave.  A f t e r  some y e l l i n g  and c a r r y i n g  on,  we 
a t t r a c t e d  some a t t e n t i o n  and Gregg had a  chance t o  p r a c t i c e  h i s  r e s c u e  t e c h n i q u e s ,  
which r e a l l y  meant h e  had t o  t r u d g e  up through t h e  mud a g a i n  a f t e r  being warm and 
dry .  By now i t  was 11.30pm and time f o r  bed. 

The fo l lowing  day I dec ided  t o  walk o u t ,  whereupon of c o u r s e ,  i t  s t a r t e d  r a i n i n g .  
I f  anyone i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going up I would be keen t o  go back aga in .  

Leigh Douglas 

PS. Rolf d i d  f i n d  some h o l e s  which he  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  A , B , C , D  ..... Hole C had 
s e v e r a l  p i t c h e s ,  bu t  choked o u t .  Rolf s a i d  t h e r e  were l e a d s  they  d i d n ' t  look a t  and 
i f  asked cou ld  g i v e  a c c u r a t e  d e t a i l s .  




