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Some would say  i t ' s  the  end of  an e r a ,  and so i t  is ,  but a s  one c loses  another 
begins. Hopefully the  new one w i l l  continue the  exploration-discovery o f  new systems 
and extensions of  old ones with more new faces.  In the  pas t  i t  has been the  same 
names g e t t i n g  the  c r e d i t s  over and over again; i t ' s  been c a l l e d  a c l ique  and o the r  
things! Hopefully the  newer members of the  TCC and s o m  of the  o lde r  ones of whom 
we r a r e l y  see ,  w i l l  be more a c t i v e  and send i n  t r i p  r epor t s .  This i s  our  40th year ,  
with an AGM pending. We need new blood, new d i rec t ion .  The e r a  passed when our 
e d i t o r  f o r  years  gone by handed i n  h i s  d ic t ionary .  I t  was decided t o  pass t h i s  chore 
around f o r  a while t o  anyone who wanted the  job f o r  an i s sue .  This i s  my tu rn .  
7 Rupert Avenue w i l l  no longer reek of  tobacco fumes and s t a l e  beer Thursday mornings, 
but  hopefully 8A Lambert Avenue, Sandy Bay, w i l l !  

TREVOR WAI LES 

Three po ten t i a l  new cover shots  were se lec ted  a t  the  last General Meeting. These 
a r e  slowly working through the  process of being turned from s l i d e s  (colour)  i n t o  
covers (paper) .  They w i l l  appear i n  due course. The sub jec t s  were: 

Arthur Clarke - IB45 entrance pruss ik  A Briggs 
Stefan  Eberhard - Porcupine Pot wet f l a t t e n e r  N Hume 
Leigh Douglas - Warhol prussik N Hume 

They a r e  a l l  exce l l en t  caving sho t s  and more than worthy of gracing the  contents  of 
the  mag. 
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B y  t he  t ime t h i s  i s s u e  h i t s  your l e t t e r b o x ,  t h e  AGM w i l l l p o s s i b l y  be over ,  i f  n o t ,  a l l  
members should a t t e n d  i f  you a r e  concerned with the  Club and t h e  way i t ' s  run o r  misrun. 

........................... 

Unfortunately a t  t he  l a s t  General Meeting a motion was passed t o  increase  TCC annual 
subsc r ip t ions .  The new f e e s  a r e  a s  fo l lows:  

Family Membership : $25 
Fu l l  TCC member : $20 
Junior/Student  member : $13 
Prospect ive member : $ S  
Speleo S p i e l  subsc r ip t ion  

non-member : $15 

We hope t h i s  w i l l  no t  d r ive  members away a s  t h i s  i s  a p r a c t i c a l  move t o  ensure our 
economic f u t u r e .  

The new Caves-Karst Index has f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d ,  and I now f e e l  t h e  wait  was worth i t .  
What a mammoth task! Congratulat ions Pe t e r  Matthews - I  be t  you ' re  g lad  t h a t ' s  over  

The TCC has a copy which can be perused a t  8 A  Lambert Avenue when the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of 
t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  complete. 

Not only  i s  the  TCC involved i n  p o l i t i c s ,  some caving a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e s  a s  i n  t h e  
recent  500 m of master  cave type passage discovered and surveyed by Stefan  Eberhard 
beyond t h e  new b i t  upstream i n  Porcupine Pot .  Two very  f r a g i l e  rock p i l e s  were 
pushed (should read  very gen t ly  coerced) t o  r evea l  walking/stooping/crawling 15 m 
w idephrea t i cpas sage  t o  a low sump i n  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  of NW. S t r a i g h t  up t h e  
v a l l e y .  A f u l l  r epo r t  w i l l  appear,  with hopefu l ly  a survey,  i n  t h e  very nea r  
f u t u r e .  

A s l i d e ,  perhaps video n i g h t  i s  t o  be he ld  with a BBQ a t  F l a t  2, 8A Lambert Avenue, 
on Friday Apri l  11. Everyone i s  welcome t o  view s l i d e s  of  Porcupine Pot ,  Se rend ip i ty ,  
Warhol and o t h e r  l o c a l  caves o f  some n o t e .  I f  anyone wishes t o  b r ing  s l i d e s  f o r  
showing f e e l  f r e e  ( t h i s  means you Andy). Hopefully,  t h e  evening w i l l  be f i n e  and 
warm so t h e  outdoor venue w i l l  be complete. Bring your own e a t s  and grog. Barbie 
and paper  cups provided. 

A f i n a l  word of thanks t o  our  outgoing Ed i to r ,  S t u a r t  Nicholas .  A magnificent job 
well  done f o r  s o  long. I hope h i s  successors  match up t o  t h e  high s tandard  s e t  f o r  
so long. We a l s o  hope h e ' l l  ge t  sucked i n t o  e d i t i n g  another  one i n  t h e  not  too 
d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  

Chris  Davies has compiled a Speleo S p i e l  Index ranging from SS195 t o  SS212. This  w i l l  
appear ve ry  soon. Maybe Chris should compile t h e  next  Aus t ra l ian  Caves and Karst 
Index - hopefu l ly  10 years  should s e e  i t  complete! 
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The 8212 Tyenna Tasmap dep ic t s  a  l a rge  contour  depression ad jacent  t o  t h e  Styx River 
i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  J u b i l e e  Range (DN 653585). The map i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  

G dimensions o f  t h e  depression a r e  400 m long and up t o  200 m wide. A s  f a r  a s  I  am 
aware no d e t a i l e d  geologica l  mapping has been undertaken and Corbet t  and Banks (1974) 
record t h i s  region a s  i n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  Precambrian dolomites ,  q u a r t z i t e s ,  e t c ,  of 
t h e  J u b i l e e  Block. 

Access t o  t h e  a r e a  is  through t h e  ANM Concession, a long the  Styx Road and then r i g h t ,  
along t h e  J u b i l e e  Road which c ros ses  the  Styx River  before  ascending t h e  f l a n k s  o f  
a  spur .  Previous f o r e s t r y  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  ex tens ive  regrowth, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
bracken, h inde r s  movement through the  bush i n  t h i s  a r ea .  In  1980 an at tempt  was made 
t o  reach t h e  depression by fol lowing a  compass course d i r e c t l y  over  t h e  h i l l  from t h e  
end o f  t h e  road,  bu t  t h i s  was thwarted by t h e  unpleasant  scrub and a  confusing 
topography. A r e t u r n  was madeoon 23rd February 1986; from t h e  end of t h e  road I  
followed a compass course (315 mag.) u n t i l  i n t e r s e c t i n g  the  Styx River.  Movement 
upstream along the  banks of  t he  r i v e r  i s  comparatively easy due t o  a  f r i n g i n g  
co r r ido r  of  r a i n f o r e s t  which has escaped t h e  r e g u l a r  burning on t h e  surrounding h i l l -  
s i d e s .  

A t  t he  po in t  where the  Styx River ch'mges d i r e c t i o n  from sou the r ly  t o  wes t e r ly  ( f ac ing  
upstream) I  climbed u p h i l l  on a  sou the r ly  bear ing  and loca ted  t h e  depression a f t e r  
approximately two hours walking. An a l t e r n a t i v e  rou te  involves ascending a small  
v a l l e y  from the  same po in t  on t h e  Styx,  bu t  then l eav ing  t h e  v a l l e y  p a r t  way up and 
cont inuing i n  a  SSW d i r e c t i o n .  

The depression i s  c.  20 m deep with gen t ly  s loping  s i d e s  and i s  devoid of  t r e e s .  The 
f l anks  o f  t h e  depression support  mainly Tea- t ree  with an en tangl ing  mat of  Bauera. 
There i s  no exposure of parent  rock on t h e  f l o o r  of  t h e  depression and t h e  poorly-  
dra ined  pea t  su r f ace  is  covered with Buttongrass  and dense t h i c k e t s  o f  Melaleuca. A 
small s t ream course d r a i n s  through the  cen t r e  before  s ink ing  i n  t h e  base of  a  Pre- 
cambrian dolomite b l u f f  a t  t he  extreme south-eas t  corner .  An upper l e v e l  en t rance  
provides access  t o  t h e  streamway which soon becomes very  t i g h t ,  t h e  way on being 
an u n i n v i t i n g  roo f - sn i f f  with no end i n  s i g h t .  An apparent  f lood  overflow passage 
was blocked with boulders .  A s l i g h t  draught  was de tec t ed  but  t he  cave obviously 
f loods seve re ly  i n  wet weather.  A s h o r t  d i s t ance  from the  cave i s  a  dry v a l l e y  
leading  t o  a  f o s s i l  insurgence but  t h i s  i s  a l s o  impenetrable .  

Although s i t u a t e d  on t h e  t o p  of a  h i l l ,  100 m above t h e  Styx River ,  t h e  depression 
i t s e l f  appears t o  r ep re sen t  t h e  nor thern  boundary of  t h e  dolomitg outcrop .  The 
water  from the  depression probably d r a i n s  i n  a  sou the r ly  (+ / -  90 ) d i r e c t i o n .  A 
dolomite r i dge  extending above t h e  southern r i m  of t h e  depression was not  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t h e  t o t a l  ex t en t  o f  t h e  outcrop  i s  unknown. Fur ther  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
may be worthwhile, t h e r e  being o t h e r  dolomite depos i t s  conta in ing  caves on Tim Shea 
t o  t h e  no r th  and t h e  Weld River t o  t h e  south .  

I propose t h a t  t he  a r e a  code f o r  t h i s  new k a r s t  a r e a  be "SX". The Styx River,  being 
a  r i v e r  o f  t h e  underworld i n  Greek mythology, sugges ts  t h a t  t h e r e  may be more t o  f i n d  

a i n  t h i s  l a r g e l y  un inves t iga t ed  reg ion .  
STEFAN EBERHARD 

Reference 
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V .  107; 207-238. 
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Serendip i ty  - 23rd February 1986 

Par ty :  P e t e r  Cover, P e t r i n a  Quinn, David Rash, Leigh Douglas. 

This  t r i p  s t a r t e d  a s  a  survey, d e r i g ,  photographic t r i p  with the  'fast '  p a r t y  t ak ing  
t h e i r  t ime. But, t h i s  was not  t o  be. 

Minus t h e  survey team we assembled a t  t he  end of t h e  e i g h t  road. Af te r  much d iscuss ion  - 
with Rolan, ou r  'grand '  t o u r i s t  guide, Nick a l s o  opted o u t .  I t  was quick ly  decided 
Pe te r  Cover would l ead  t h i s  t r i p  and we were soon on ou r  way t o  Serendip.  

We a r r i v e d  a t  t he  ' t op '  ho le  j u s t  before  t e n .  The en t rance  was extremely muddy 
(normal I suppose),  and t h e  mud s l i d e  was g r e a t .  

We a l l  enjoyed Cathedral  p i t c h  ( judging by P e t r i n a ' s  'whoops'). I  thoroughly enjoyed 
it anyway. Then came Cas t iga t ion  Crawl. That was g r e a t ;  twists and low crawling,  my 
knees and elbows d i d n ' t  t h ink  so  though. 

Diemos P i t c h  was very i n t e r e s t i n g  but  cha l lenging .  When we f irst  came t o  i t ,  a l l  we 
could s e e  through t h e  'bot tomless '  r i f t  was a  knot ted rope dangl ing mid a i r  mid p i t ch !  
We r igged t h e  c o i l e d  rope and used it t o  descend t h e  p i t c h .  

The cave was w e t t e r  preceding 'de luge '  p i t c h .  Due t o  a  b i t  o f  wai t ing  and a  thorough 
drenching, I  was becoming co ld  and Pe te r  wanted t o  be out  a t  a  c e r t a i n  t ime,  so  we 
decided t o  head out while  P e t r i n a  and Dave, s t i l l  keen t o  keep going, were l e f t  t o  i t .  

Going out went f a i r l y  smoothly, except I was slow g e t t i n g  o f f  Diemos P i t c h  due t o  i t s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  r igg ing .  Pe t e r  p a t i e n t l y  f r o z e  below. 

Cathedral  p i t c h  seemed w e t t e r  going up. I asked P e t e r  t o  haul  me up on t h e  rope h a l f -  
way up t h e  mud s l i d e  because I was having d i f f i c u l t y  reaching a  good foot  hold.  My 
l i g h t  then d i ed  on t h e  l a s t  l i t t l e  climb o u t .  I'm g lad  it decided t o  d i e  t h e r e  and 
not f u r t h e r  i n .  

On the  walk back t o  t h e  ' ca rpark '  we met up with Nick and Rolan who had taken gear  
i n t o  'Mainline'  f o r  f u t u r e  d ives .  

I t  must have been f i v e  o r  so  by the  t ime we got  back t o  t h e  c a r s .  The four  of  us  
and t h e  gear  squashed i n t o  Nick 's  c a r  and headed o u t .  P e t r i n a  and Dave came out much 
l a t e r ,  bu t  were no doubt p leased  t o  have gone t o  t h e  bottom before  heading ou t .  

LE I GH DOUGLAS 

Splash Pot (JF10).  

T r i p  members: Martyn Carnes, Trevor Wailes, John S a l t .  

The day dawned a  t y p i c a l  Sunday, b l u r r y  eyed and l e t h a r g i c .  Trevor informed me 
chee r fu l ly ,  Splash Pot ,  f o r  no apparent  reason .  Splash Pot i s  an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  ho le  
up a  d r y  v a l l e y  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  h a l f  way along t h e  K D  t r a c k .  The idea  o f  t h e  expedi t ion  
was t o  push a  lead  which had, f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  and purposes,  been pushed beyond t h e  
l i m i t s  o f  human endeavour. 

Having reached t h e  end of t h e  road,  a  h a l f  hour s l o g  t o  t h e  cave en t rance  ensued. A 
small  do l ine ,  t h e  second up t h e  v a l l e y  from t h e  K D  t r a c k .  Severa l  w e t  ho l e s ,  t h e  
sma l l e s t ,  a  wombat ho le  i n  appearance, being t h e  only way i n  not  r equ i r ing  a  t en - foo t  
ladder .  This  grovel  tu rned  out  t o  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  e n t i r e  en t rance  s e r i e s .  
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The streamway ca r ry ing  a small  s t ream runs a t  a t h i r t y  degree angle  f o r  about 100 m 
t o  t h e  start o f  t h e  p i t c h e s ,  t h r e e  i n  a l l .  These may most e a s i l y  be r igged i n  t h r e e  
s t e p s  wi th  a s i n g l e  70 m rope.  This  i s  due t o  an almost complete absence of  
recognisable  be lays .  3 X 5 '  and 1 X 10' t r a c e s  may be extremely u s e f u l  i n  t h i s  
annoying ope ra t ion  hampered by a good dea l  o f  r a i n .  

Having reached t h e  bottom, t h e  s t ream disappears  under a couple of  rocks.  Follow 
t h i s  f o r  f i v e  minutes and t h e  s t ream t u r n s  sha rp ly  l e f t  a t  t h e  base of a 15'  r i f t .  
This  may be followed with GREAT d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  some f u r t h e r  25-30 m ,  before  narrowing 
down unbearably. This  occurs  j u s t  before  opening out  around a bend which would 
r e q u i r e  en larg ing .  

JOHN SALT 

Ida Bay - p a r t  XI11 

Those involved:  Martyn Carnes, Tim Sprod, Leigh Douglas and Nick Hwne. 

I  had re turned  from hol iday  t h e  previous day and was keen t o  go caving again,  
p re fe rab ly  something easy, f o r  I  had been away from t h e  scene f o r  a number o f  weeks. 
Discussion cen t r ed  on t h e  l a t e s t  f i n d s  a t  Ida  Bay. I  knew p e r f e c t l y  wel l  what t h a t  
meant, bu t  managed t o  t a g  along anyway. We v i s i t e d  Arthur Clarke f o r  some loca l  
knowledge. 

From t h e  t o p  of  t h e  quarry we wandered t h e  new g rave l l ed  e x i t  t r a c k  and even tua l ly  
found IB7, a f t e r  somehow missing nearby 'Milkrun' cave. I t  was a very warm, humid 
day and t h e  blowies were g iv ing  Martyn a hard time. The cool ,  dank cave was a 
welcome r e l i e f  from t h e  f o r e s t  bash.  

The en t rance  of  IB7 i s  very  impressive;  two huge r i f ts  stacked on top  of  each o t h e r  
j u s t  below t h e  con tac t .  The upper f e a t u r e  conta ins  a small  w a t e r f a l l  which d isappears  
i n t o  a blockage, t o  reappear  w i th in  t h e  i n i t i a l  passage of  t h e  lower en t rance .  We 
entered  t h i s  lower en t rance  and nego t i a t ed  a few downclimbs t o  where t h e  cave simply 
squeezed o f f  i n  a t i g h t  rift t h a t  he ld  a s t agnan t  sump. I  t r i e d  e n t e r i n g  the  r i f t  a t  
a number of  l e v e l s  bu t  was confronted each time by sandy blockages v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  end 
of  t h e  rift, where it had c o n s t r i c t e d  down t o  15 cm o r  so .  This  was a t  a depth o f  
perhaps 20 metres ,  sad ly ,  f o r  t h e  s c a l e  of t h e  en t rance  promised much more. 

With p l e n t y  o f  bods i n  so  s h o r t  a cave passage, we gave t h e  cave p l e n t y  o f  coverage. 
Checking every  i n l e t  passage and f i s s u r e  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  bypass.  There was no draught  
p re sen t  t o  i n d i c a t e  any hope f o r  f u r t h e r  d i scovery .  

A few metres  e a s t  o f  IB7 i s  a draughting hole ,  which on f i r s t  impression seemed a 
v i a b l e  en t rance  t o  t h e  cave system, t h a t  no doubt once e x i s t e d  below the  l a r g e r  
en t rances .  Amusingly, t h i s  was found t o  connect back almost immediately t o  IB7. The 
'howling g a l e f  i s s u i n g  from t h i s  ho le  was simply a chimney e f f e c t  from t h e  o t h e r  cave. 

This  provided us  with a b i t  o f  a laugh and i n s p i r e d  Tim and Leigh t o  do a b i t  o f  
caving. We v i s i t e d  'Milkrun' ,  where t h e s e  two headed of f  down i n t o  t h e  depths,  cu r s ing  
knots  and jumars and gene ra l ly  enjoying themselves.  Martyn and I scoured t h e  s lopes  
west o f  IB7, f i n d i n g  two more ginormous en t r ances ,  both o f  which we explored with 
p red ic t ab le  r e s u l t s .  Eventual ly we a l l  regrouped f o r  a has ty  r e t r e a t  t o  Trev ' s  p l ace ,  
f o r  t e a  and sympathy. 

N I C K  HUME 
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Future Diving Prepara t ion ;  Growling Swal le t  ; 23/2/86 

Those involved: Albert  Goede, Rolan Eberhard, John S a l t  and Nick Hume. 

Well ..., i t  r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  a s  a  Se rend ip i ty  t r i p .  You a l l  know the  p i c t u r e ,  . . ."  oh 
l e t ' s  do Serendip t h i s  weekend, w e ' l l  f i n i s h  t h e  surveying and d e r i g  the  t h i n g  . . . l 1 .  

Then th ings  progressed i n  t h e i r  usual  way with t h e  survey team opt ing  out t h e  n igh t  
before,  l eav ing  t h e  r e s t  o f  us  wi th  the  prospec t  o f  a  t o u r i s t  t r i p .  We weren ' t  even 5 

allowed t o  d e r i g  t h e  p i t c h e s ,  due t o  t h e  importance of t h e  a fo re sa id  surveying.  The 
v i t a l  members o f  t h e  t r i p  had such excuses a s ;  "I won't go i f  Fred 's  34th cousin doesn ' t  
go", and "I have t o  wash my h a i r  t h i s  weekend1', e t c .  This  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a  winge, because 
a t  t h e  end of  t h e  Eight  Road I  decided t o  opt ou t  too!,  so t h a t  l e f t  Pe t e r  Cover (God 
b l e s s  h i s  h e a r t  and I  owe him a b e e r ) ,  Leigh, P e t r i n a  and Dave t o  ca r ry  the  banner i n t o  
Se rend ip i ty .  

I  joined forces  with Alber t ,  Rolan and John, and our  group headed o f f  f o r  t h e  n e t h e r  
reg ions  o f  Growling. We accomplished t h e  s t ream passage and Windy R i f t  t o  end up 
poking about o f f  t h e  Trapdoor streamway. Albert  had a  good look around t h i s  ( t o  him) 
newer a d d i t i o n  t o  Growling and was c e r t a i n l y  very p leased  t o  ge t  so f a r  i n t o  t h e  
system, he made t h e  consol ing comment t h a t  he must be t h e  o l d e s t  person t o  have v i s i t e d  
hereabouts .  Then he and John headed back ou t .  

Rolan and I  had f u r t h e r  p l ans .  We c o l l e c t e d  t h e  cached d iv ing  gear  t h a t  was placed 
a t  t he  junc ture  of  Trapdoor steam/and t h e  way on t o  t h e  Black River S e r i e s .  This  gear  
included a  f u l l  we t su i t ,  boots ,  gloves,  mask, f l i p p e r s ,  d ive  weights ,  spare  b a t t e r i e s ,  
and s tove ,  t h a t  had been l e f t  t he re  from t h e  Black River d ives  of s eve ra l  months ago. 
For tuna te ly ,  i t  had no t  been swept away by the  Christmas f loods ,  evidence of  which was 
very p reva len t  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  cave.  

We moved quick ly  through Herpes I11 and on i n t o  Mainline, sweating profuse ly  under the  
unaccustomed burden. A t  t he  Icetube junc t ion  I s t a shed  t h e  gear  on a high mud dune, 
while  Rolan went on f o r  a  quick look a t  t h e  Mainline and Dreamtime sumps, some f i v e  
and f i f t e e n  minutes away r e s p e c t i v e l y .  These sumps had not  been well looked a t  before,  
Rolan r epor t ing  t h a t  t h e  one i n  Dreamtime was wide but  p o t e n t i a l l y  muddy and t h e  
Mainline one was narrow and r i f t y  and poss ib ly  j u s t  a  s h o r t  duck. The stream i n  
Mainline was flowing q u i t e  s t rong ly ,  n o t  a l l  of it appears t o  flow i n t o  t h e  sump, but 
where t h e  r e s t  o f  i t  d isappears  i n  anyones guess .  

We then e x i t e d  t h e  cave wi th  a  r a r e  t u r n  of speed. Seems a s  though t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  
d ive  t h e s e  sumps needn ' t  be a s  p r o t r a c t e d  a s  was o r i g i n a l l y  thought.  Now most of  t h e  
gear  is  v i r t u a l l y  a t  t he  d ive  s i t e ,  a  small  team of t h r e e  o r  fou r  could complete t h e  
d ives  and a t  l e a s t  survey the  s e c t i o n  down t o  t h e  Dreamtime sump i n  probably l e s s  than 
twelve hours .  This  t r i p  i s  shaping up t o  be t h e  next  hard one done i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

I had a  look i n  theenergency cache above Refuge Aven and found t h i s  t o  be t h e  v i c t im  
of  t h e  r e c e n t  f looding .  I  removed some c lo th ing  and o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  would simply 
have r o t t e d  i f  l e f t  i n  p l ace .  This  s t a s h  now holds  a  karr imat  and o the r  bedding 
m a t e r i a l ,  an ESBIT s tove  i n  dubious condi t ion ,  p l u s  a  meths s tove  (but no meths) ,  space 
b lanket ,  t i n s  o f  food (beginning t o  r u s t  a  l i t t l e ) ,  f r eeze  d r i e d s  o f  dubious expi ry  
d a t e  and cups, spoons, can opener, e t c .  Old s l eep ing  bags, f u e l  and food should be 
added t o  t h i s  sometime and whole l o t  r e s i t e d  i n  t h e  high l e v e l  junc t ion  i n  t he  Trapdoor 
streamway, t o  e l imina te  t h e  r i s k  o f  f looding .  The ' l o s t ! '  f i r s t  a i d  k i t  f l o a t e d  back 
i n t o  ex i s t ance  r e c e n t l y  and was found t o  be s l i g h t l y  t h e  worse f o r  hear. Some a r t i c l e s  a 

from i t  were put i n  t h e  o l d  cache t h e  r e s t  c a r r i e d  o u t .  The crushed meths b o t t l e  and 
r o t t i n g  chocola te  l e n t  an i n t e r e s t i n g  aroma t o  our  proceedings out  o f  t he  cave. 

We met up wi th  P e t e r  and Leigh r e tu rn ing  along t h e  ho r se t r ack ;  they had knowingly 
turned back a f t e r  t he  t h i r d  p i t c h  i n  Serendip.  P e t r i n a  and Dave had gone on ahead t o  
do t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  and even tua l ly  sur faced  much, much l a t e r !  

N I C K  HUME 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Satans Lair 19/1/86 

Party: Ann Wessing, Mark Stanford,  Rik Tunney and Janine McKinnon. 

A s  none of  us  had done t h e  l a i r  before,  we decided a r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  s t a r t  and 
were trogged up and walking by 9 am. The usual grumblings about the  discomfort o f  
walking i n  t r o g  gear  with caving packs kept us  amused on the  walk i n ,  and a f t e r  a 
b i t  o f  discussion over whether anybody remembered the  number o f  t h e  cave, and were 
we a c t u a l l y  a t  the  r i g h t  spo t ,  we decided it wasasgood a s  anywhere, and s t a r t e d  
down the  entrance p i t ch  a b i t  a f t e r  10 am. 

Apart from much swearing through the  rock p i l e ,  we proceeded f a i r l y  smoothly down 
through the  cave. A v i s i t i n g  SUSS par ty  had been down the  cave two weeks before,  and 
described a stream running down t h e  entrance p i t ch  with heavy water throughout the  
cave. (The thought of  doing the  rock p i l e  with water i s  not  pleasant!) .  

The first water "wev1 encountered was where t h e  stream usua l ly  comes i n .  The l eve l  
of  t h e  stream was up on what I ' d  imagine is the  normal flow. 

We got thoroughly drenched on the  bottom p i t ch ,  even though we d rigged out o f  t h e  main 
water! The bottom h a l f  o f  t h e  p i t c h  was under the  f u l l  force  of the  w a t e r f a l l ,  and 
the  pruss ik  up was a s  p leasant  a s  always i n  those condit ions.  

( I s n ' t  i t  amazing how much f a s t e r  and more e f f i c i e n t l y  you seem t o  pruss ik  under 
waterfal  l s? )  . 

We had a l l  ex i t ed  j u s t  under 5 hours a f t e r  going i n ,  so had p lenty  of  time f o r  a 
l e i s u r e l y  s t r o l l  back t o  the  c a r s .  

JANINE McKI NNON 

P o r c u ~ i n e  Pot: 12/1/86 

Party: Stefan Eberhard, Martyn Carnes and Nick Hume. 

Plenty o f  th ings  t o  do i n  t h i s  cave so  we got  a moderately e a r l y  s t a r t  hoping t o  do some 
surveying and photography. Lugging a pack f u l l  o f  photographic gear  through the  
entrance s e r i e s  was no fun a t  a l l ,  and the  pack very nea r ly  got l e f t  behind a t  the  
first rope p i t c h .  

Obviously more water was present  i n  t h e  cave than usual ,  and we debated whether t o  
go through the  hor r ib ly  wet f l a t t e n e r  o r  j u s t  s a t i s f y  ourse lves  checking a couple o f  
upstream leads .  Before Stefan  and I could weigh up each argument, Martyn launched 
himself i n t o  t h i s  dra in ,  so we had l i t t l e  choice but  t o  follow. Crawling t h i s  75 
metre tube i s  unique, i t  is  very low and you have t o  crawl along on your stomach 
dragging a pack on a t e t h e r .  The tube is  ha l f  f u l l  of rushing water ( t h i s  helped a 
b i t  a s  my pack f l o a t e d  obediently down a f t e r  m e ) .  Martynls hideous screams ahead 
continued t h e  debate between S t e f  and myself, but  soon enough we were so  thoroughly 
sa tu ra ted  t h a t  the  discussion died away. There i s  one sec t ion  of t h e  f l a t t e n e r  
where you have t o  twist your head around towards the  roof i n  order  t o  brea the .  
Thoughts o f  a pulse of water came r e a d i l y  t o  mind. 

Once a t  the  b r i l l i a n t  stream junction chamber we began surveying downstream through 
a r a t h e r  f r a g i l e  boulder p i l e .  Very f r e s h  breakdown speeded up the  surveying process 
through t h i s  a rea .  Another h o r r i b l e  s w i m  brought us  i n t o  very n ice  stream canyon. 
Reading instruments when you're sh iver ing  v i o l e n t l y  was almost enough t o  tu rn  us  o f f  
t h e  whole idea ,  but  long survey l egs  en t i ced  us  on. Before long we reached t h e  huge 
sidechamber S te f  and I discovered on t h e  l a s t  t r i p .  Some 150 metres long, it i s  a 
p leasan t ly  dry p a r t  o f  the  cave gnd i s  bigger i n  places than t h e  upstream s t u f f  found 
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by S t u a r t  and Chris  on a  previous t r i p .  

I t  was time t o  head o u t .  I  took some photos o f  t h e  chamber while  S tef  wandered on 
ahead wi th  a s l a v e  f l a s h .  We con t r ived  a  few a c t i o n  s h o t s  through t h e  swim/crawls 
which hopefu l ly  w i l l  convey some i d e a  o f  t h e  na tu re  of  t h e  p l ace .  We moved r a p i d l y  
back t o  t h e  p i t c h  s e r i e s  t o  s t a y  warm, r ac ing  up t h e  p i t c h e s  f o r  t h e  same reason.  
The crawls  and t i g h t  climbs t ake  a  heavy t o l l  of arm muscles. The 15 metre ladder  
climb i s  t h e  l a s t  t e s t ,  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  s h o r t  t echn ica l  s l o t s  seem easy. Poor Martyn 
f e l l  i n  a  heap a f t e r  "the" v e r t i c a l  squeeze and slowed up cons iderably .  I l e f t  him 
t o  h i s  own devices  t o  emerge from t h e  cave i n t o  a  r a i n  storm. S t e f  and I waited a t  
t h e  c a r  f o r  some time, a s  much worried about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of having t o  g e t  back 
i n t o  wet and co ld  cave gear  a s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  f a t e  of  Martyn. We consumed va r ious  
t inned  goodies u n t i l  Martyn f i n a l l y  emerged, covered i n  mud. We raced back t o  t h e  
ga t e ,  somewhat l a t e r  than  requi red ,  where Ted g rac ious ly  l e t  u s  o u t .  Thanks very  much 
t o  Ted and s o r r y  f o r  t h e  de lay .  There i s  s t i l l  more pushing/surveying t o  be done i n  
t h e  cave, bu t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  downstream, wet s t u f f  is  now completed. 

NI CK HUME 

Bushbash South-West of  Western Creek Swal le t  - 18 January 1986 

Party:  Leigh Douglas and Nick Hume. 

The Moonlight Ridge t r a c k  r i s e s  s t e e p l y  from t h e  o l d  quarry towards the  t o p  o f  Marble 
H i l l .  I t  t r ends  r i g h t  a f t e r  30-40 minutes walking, s k i r t i n g  t h e  top  of t h e  h i l l ,  t o  
a  saddle ,  before  Moonlight Ridge proper .  I n  t h e  middle of t h i s  saddle  i s  a  prominent 
wais t  high f a l l e n  log,  wi th  an L shaped sawn s e c t i o n  removed from i t .  From he re ,  two 
prominently blazed t r e e s  can be seen on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  t r a c k ,  and form a s o r t  o f  
"doorway" through which a  taped rou te  begins,  some 20 metres o f f  t h e  main drag .  This  
rou te  descends s t e e p l y  down t o  Western Creek Swal le t .  

The Swallet  is an impressive f e a t u r e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  cascade, f a l l i n g  down a l a r g e  
v e r t i c a l  wal l ,  t h e  water  f i n a l l y  d isappear ing  down a s h o r t ,  smooth climb i n t o  t h e  known 
ex ten t  o f  t h e  cave. The cave was extended and apparent ly  bottomed on a  t r i p  i n  1984, 
dur ing  which Gravi ty,  Arthur Clarke and myself nego t i a t ed  s e v e r a l  downclimbs, by- 
pass ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sump, t o  a  couple of  p i t c h e s  t h a t  led  t o  a  l a rge  f i n a l  chamber. 
This  has y e t  t o  be surveyed, however, t h e  whole cave i s  probably no more than  80 metres 
deep anyway. 

Mines Department geology maps i n d i c a t e  a  tongue o f  l imestone extending south  west o f  
t h i s  a r e a ,  t ape r ing  o f f  approximately below 'The Hippou. The DIEntrecasteaux River 
forming t h e  south e a s t e r n  boundary o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

Leigh and I at tempted t o  fol low t h e  con tac t  south west o f  W.C.S. ( t h a t  i s ,  on t h e  t r u e  
l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y ) .  We taped  across  numerous small v a l l e y s ,  fol lowing t h e  
same contour ,  explor ing  up and down these ,  occas s iona l ly  without f i nd ing  any no tab le  
f e a t u r e ,  u n t i l  we got t o  a  d ry  s ink  t h a t  i s  marked a s  a s ink ing  s t ream on t h e  1;25,000 
s e r i e s ,  LEPRENA map. This  v a l l e y  s i n k s  i n  a  small  co l l apse  conta in ing  mostly d o l e r i t e  
boulders  and some poor q u a l i t y  f o s s i l i f e r o u s  l imestone.  This  appeared t o  be t h e  
contac t  a t  a  somewhat lower l e v e l  than W .C .S.  

We taped,  on descending s l i g h t l y  t o  an outcrop  of  good q u a l i t y  l imestone.  Marking t h e  
en t rance  of  a  small cave en t rance  t h a t  contained a  narrow, draughting r i f t .  We lacked 
t h e  gear  t o  push t h i s ,  s o  kept wandering t h e  su r f ace .  Numerous s h o r t  d ry  v a l l e y s  were 
found, s ink ing  i n t o  muddy do l ines .  No f u r t h e r  outcroppings were found, however, we d i d  
not have t h e  t i m e  t o  explore  very much f w t h e r  a t  a l l .  

The a r e a  appears t o  be only a  minor one, with t h e  contac t  g radua l lv  t ape r ing  down 
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towards the  DIEntrecast.eavx River.  The dolineswe encountered were poss ib ly  l e s s  than 
150 metres above t h a t  r i v e r .  Probably not worth a r e t u r n  t r i p ,  though I wouldn't 
mind checking t h e  con tac t  l e v e l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  W.C.S. s w a l l e t  v a l l e y  a s  
t h e r e  appears  t o  be a t r i b u t a r y  v a l l e y  coming i n t o  i t  from t h e  s lope  of Marble H i l l  
( I  no t iced  a small  s h a f t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  W.C.S. on r e t u r n i n g ) .  This  o t h e r  a r e a  is  
presumably l i t t l e ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  explored and i s  reasonably ex tens ive ,  cont inuing a l l  
t h e  way around Marble H i l l  t o  t h e  Mini-Martjn reg ion .  

NICK HUME 

The Long and s h o r t  o f  Aus t ra l ian  caves . . . . . 
Who's kidding who? Are we r e a l l y  g u l l i b l e ?  Last S p i e l  we had some apparent ly  "hot" 
news regard ing  purpor ted  ex tens ions  t o  Mullamullang Cave on t h e  Nullarbor  g iv ing  a 
l ength  o f  about 30 km ..... 
We were had, conned, and taken f o r  a r i d e !  Some very new news from Pi lko  ( a l i a s  
Grahgm Pi lk ington  i n  Adelaide) v i s  Ross E l l i s  i n  Sydney r evea l s  t h e  fol lowing 
t e r r i b l y  o f f i c i a l  i n f o  . . . . 

C O R M  LYNN CAVE (5Y1) 13.3 km surveyed 
MULLAMULJANG CAVE (6N37) 10.8 km (10.1 surveyed) 
C 1  CJKERUDDT CAVE (6N4 8) 6 .5  km surveyed (5 .5  km underwater) 
OLD HOMESTEAD CAVE (6N83) 4.5 km ( 3  km s u ~ e y e d ,  1 .5  km a r e  s t a r t s  of  major 

tunnels  o f  unknown length)  . 

So t h e r e  we a r e  - a l l  is  now revealed.  Maybe t h e  " th i r t een"  became " t h i r t y )  dur ing  
some s e l f  induced b ra in  problem occurr ing  i n  ou r  c o r r e s p o n d e ~ t  .... Anyway, Ex i t  i s  
s t i l l  numero uno but  how long ( f o r )  ? 

STUART N I  CHOLAS 

Par ty :  Arthur Clarke, Martyn Carnes and Stefan  Eberhard. 

A s  suggested by t h e  survey,  Cyclops Pot is r a t h e r  depauperate i n  ho r j zon ta l  develop- 
ment which prompted us  t o  r i g  t he  cave wi th  a s i n g l e  l eng th  of rope ,  200 m of  9 mm 
Edel r id .  Arr iv ing  a t  t h e  head of t h e  undescended s h a f t ,  which represented  t h e  l i m i t  
of  t h e  previous weekend's exp lo ra t ion  ( see  S.S. 211), a t h i n  crack was persuaded t o  
accept  a l o s t  arrow p i t o n ,  kn i f e  b lade  and a RURP (Real ized Ult imate Rea l i t y  P i t o n ) .  
U t i l i z i n g  t h e s e  enabled a t ens ion  t r a v e r s e  out  over  t h e  s h a f t  and with support from 
a cl i f f -ha.nger  a b o l t  was placed t o  produce a free-hanging p i t c h  o f  36 m. Fortunagely 
the bottom o f  t h e  s h a f t  coincided p r e c i s e l y  with the  end of our  rope,  a s h o r t  s e c t i o n  
of  passage terminated i n  a small  un-diveable sump. In  t h e  v i c i n i t y  a t r i c k l e  of 
water e n t e r s  and drops through a ho le  i n t o  a passage extending below t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  
sump. Access t o  t h i s  passage i s  p roh ib i t ed  by a b lade  of rock which could e a s i l y  be 
d isp laced  with a b i t  o f  bang although no draught could be de t ec t ed .  

We surveyed o u t ,  t h e  ascent  being uneventful  except f o r  a p i ton  r e - d i r e c t i o n  which 
pu l l ed  out on the  44 m p i t c h  and t h e  occas iona l  m i s s i l e  which ensured t h a t  everyone 
s tayed  awake. IB57 reaches a depth of 192 m which c u r r e n t l y  p l aces  it a s  16th  on t h e  
deepest  l i s t .  The cave descends r a p i d l y  i n  a succession of impressive s h a f t s ,  
although ca re  i s  requi red  on t h e  f i r s t  two p i t c h e s  due t o  loose rocks.  

IB57 Access D e t a i l s  

Approx 10 minutes walk from t h e  t o p  of t h e  qua r ry  along t h e  new Ex i t  Cave t r a c k ,  a 
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yellow taped rou te  l eads  o f f  a t  t he  r i g h t  hand s i d e .  The tu rno f f  is  only  20 m bzfore  
t h e  f i r s t  small dry v a l l e y  encountered along the  Ex i t  t r a c k .  The rou te  ascends the  
v a l l e y  t o  National Gal le ry  cave then contours  south-west along t h e  limestone - Permian 
con tac t ,  pass ing  numerous small  po tholes  enroute .  IB57 i s  l oca t ed  p r e c i s e l y  on t h e  
contac t  c i r c a  1 5  minutes walk beyond National  Gal le ry .  

IB57; De ta i l s  of  Rigging Used on 26/10/85 

Handline: 4+ m t ape  belayed around chockstone i n  en t rance  and a t  l e a s t  20 m of 11 mm : 

rope heading down t o  b o l t  as P I .  

P1  36 m: Bolt  and hanger i n  p l a c e .  S l i n g  r e d i r e c t i o n  from sp ike  c .  6 m down. 

P2 44 m :  Belay from #5 "RP" chock with 3 m t r a c e ,  i n  small  crack 3 m up wall  and 
d i r e c t l y  above s h a f t .  T i e  back t o  PI .  Two e s s e n t i a l ,  but  dubious, 
r e d i r e c t i o n s  4 m down with angle p i t o n  and a  long bugaboo. Another 
r e d i r e c t i o n  r equ i r ed  halfway down - hang s l i n g  around krab concealed i n  
f i s s u r e  3 m above ledge. 

P3 7  m :  Belay with a t  l e a s t  8 m tape ( o r  11 m rope) round la rge  p i l l a r .  Two 
p r o t e c t o r s .  

P4 45 m: Bolt and hanger 1 m below l i p  on r i g h t  hand s i d e .  T i e  back t o  P 3 .  Two 
p r o t e c t o r s  a t  t he  top .  

P5 36 m :  Three metres before  p i t c h  the re  i s  a  t h i n  crack on t h e  r ighthand s i d e  which 
w i l l  t ake  a t h i n  l o s t  arrow p i t o n ,  knifeblade and RURP. Bolt  and hanger on 
r ighthand s i d e  above s h a f t ,  one p r o t e c t o r  2t top .  

STEFAN EBERHARD 

CLUB NEWS -- 

Bdttlenzck ( I B 4 8 )  formerly IBX2, was discovered i n  t he  l a t e  19601s,  south-eas t  of t h e  
Hobbit Hole t r a c k ,  west from the  o l d  (Blaneyts)  quarry a t  Ida Bay. A s h o r t  p i t c h  leads  
t o  a  narrow f i s s u r e  and crawlway with a  draughting bo t t l eneck .  This  was breached e a r l y  
i n  January,  and has y ie lded  a  f u r t h e r  70-80 metres o f  walk through passage with avens 
and cons iderable  decora t ion  - s t raws ,  columns and f lowstone.  I t  i s  intended t o  be 
surveyed over  Eas t e r .  

ARTHUR CLARKE 

FUTURE PROGRAMME 

A P R I L  Wednesday 2 General Meeting, 8A Lambert Avenue. 
Friday 11 S l i d e  night/BRQ, 8A Lambert .4venue. 
Wednesday 16 Committee Meeting, 8A Lambert .Avenue. 
Saturday 19 weekend. Mole Creek, Herber t s ,  Kubla. J o h n  S a l t .  
Saturday 19 o r  
Sunday 20 Porcupine Pot , Ro! an Eberhard . 
Saturday 26 o r  
Sunday 27 Sesame 1 - 2  Beginners T r l p .  Trevor Wailes . 

MAY Wednesday 7 General Meeting, 8A Lambert Avenue. 
Saturday 2 4  Fireworks Night, S t u i e s  P lace ,  7 Rupert Avenue. 
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