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EDITORIAL 

When TCC decided t o  g ive  any w i l l i n g  volunteer  a s p i n  on the  SpSel i t  sounded l i k e  
i t  would be a r e a l  turn.  As i t  tu rns  ou t  i t ' s  my turn.  As Leigh DOwgla$ ( she  
hard ly  knows me - obviously!) po in t s  ou t  i n  t he  last S p i e l  my r e p u t e t i o n  far. v e r b 1  
ou tpu t  goes before  me. Poss ib ly  t h i s  i s  the  b e s t  medium f o r  my voluminous output 
and a n  oppor tuni ty  t o  put  something worthwhile behind me. Cer t a in ly  except  for tbs 
c lanking  of typewri te r  keys, t h i s  i s  l e s s  damaging on the  eardrums. In  f a c t  l a t e r  
i n  t h i s  S p i e l  my a t t e n t i o n  tu rns  t o  Health Hazards and o t h e r  th ings .  See ya next  
time round! 

S tephen Bunton 

*Jt.MhMnk**.k*Jt**jPkJr*-k?a-k*--***- 

rJ0 

TROG TIMES - A Subs id ia ry  of B u p e r t y  H Avenue. 

As t ro logers  p r e d i c t  a far-out and cosmie year  f o r  the3 TGX. Rik Tt3-y Jawin, 
McKinnon a r e  s tudying c e l e s t i a l  nav iga t ion  i n  preparstim f m  aa axUnaDd mutt t r i p  
t o  somewhere. P h i l l  H i l l  has  been showing &$&m b 
encountered i n  Sydney l a s t  year.  Ral ley ' s  C m m t  t r a i l  of 
t a i l  a c r o s s  t he  sky. Thei r  was a l u n a r  e c l i p s e  f i c h  d i d  
t he  howling a t  the  f u l l  moon. A l l  i t  needs is a few m m- (MPd A 
break-through i n  Asteroid Po t  t o  make 1986 q u i t e  an  o u t  of t h i s  w r l d  or i n t o  this  
world success .  

*** 
Rocketing t o  success ,  Congra tu la t ions  are i n  s for  K i m  Creek oa h i s  p r ~ w t i b a  

a t  ANH, they 've s e n t  him down t o  t h e  m i l l  and named a parklnlg @Pot after him. NO 
dead-wood jokes p lease ,  Kim has always been smpathe t i c  t~ our Flcrt4ntine dbrerrhm 
and he w l l l  s u r e l y  be missed. H i s  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  be taken by John Sirnpom. 
Coagra tu la t ions  John, we l ~ o k  forward t o  your f r i a a d s h i p  i n  the position o f  Forest ' 

and Logging Manager at aydarn. 
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Not g e t t i n g  much time t o  go under t h e  h i l l  i n  t h e i r  new j o b s ,  Bunty and P h i l l  had 
a  t r i a l  run  a t  going over  t h e  h i l l .  A 29ers  p a r t y  was a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  w i t h  heaps  o f  
i n t e r e s t i n g  peop le  p l u s  most of t h e  a c t i v e  TCC members a t t e n d i n g ,  some w i t h  mud on 
t h e i r  f a c e s  from t h e  d a y ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  Here ' s  mud i n  your eye  f e l l a s !  

P h i l l  on t h e  H i l l  i s  y e t  a g a i n  j o i n i n g  t h e  landed g e n t r y .  Buying a  house sounds 
f i n e  b u t  having a  mortgage i s  over  t h e  top.  S t i l l  we l o o k  forward t o  t h e  house 
warming a t  M t  Nelson i n  t h e  n o t  too  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  Nearby on a n o t h e r  h i l l  Andrew 
Briggs  i s  l i v i n g  i n  a  ga rage  w h i l s t  b u i l d i n g  a  new house.  To prove h e ' s  n o t  o v e r  
t h e  h i l l  he  r a n  through t h e  r e s e r v e ,  Crad le  Mtn t o  Lake S t  Clair i n  something l i k e  
11 hours  coming second i n  t h e  r a c e .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  Andrew! 

Mountaineer ing i s  an  u p l i f t i n g  s p o r t !  S t u a r t  Nicholas  and Mike Edwards v i s i t e d  
t h e  h i l l s  r e c e n t l y  i n  N e w  Zealand and had a  downer, a  downpour o r  t h r e e  t o  be 
p r e c i s e .  Stuck i n  a  h u t  w i t h  a  f looded  G o r i l l a  and no food dampened t h e i r  
enthusiasm a  l i t t l e .  Not t o  be d e t e r r e d  Mike i s  t a k i n g  t h e  h i n t  and s t i c k i n g  t o  
canoeing.  Mike p l u s  w i f e  C h r i s  o f f  s t a t e s i d e  t o  c a n o e / r a f t  t h e  Grand Canyon a f t e r  
being on  a  w a i t i n g  l i s t  s i n c e  1979. Undy-turd by American c u l t u r e  and t h e  thought  of 
f l o o d s ,  they  shou ld  have a  good t r i p .  

A r e a l  downer was d i s c o v e r e d  r e c e n t l y  i n  New Zealand. C a s t l e  Keep Cave h igh  on t h e  
s l o p e s  of M t  Owen above Bulmer Cavern was a s  expec ted  connected through t o  a c h i e v e  a  
new Southern Hemishere d e p t h  r e c o r d  of -720m. This  r e l e g a t e s  Ne t t l ebed  t o  second 
p l a c e  u n t i l  t h a t  aven i s  climbed. Muruk Cave i n  PNG (-628m) and HH (-620m) s e c u r e  
t h e  miner p l a c i n g s .  

Going down i n  The Southwest seems a  good t h i n g  t o  do,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you know a n  
a r c h a e o l o g i s t  o r  u s e  rubber  goods and a  r i v e r .  An e x p l o r a t o r y  t r i p  down t h e  Maxwell 
R iver  h a s  y i e l d e d  caves  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  d a t i n g  t o  14,000 BP. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  they  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  t h r e a t e n e d  by Dam development. Hopeful ly  s a n i t y  
w i l l  p r e v a i l .  

I f  you r e a l l y  want t o  g e t  a  bang o u t  of l i f e  o r  perhaps  j u s t  a  banger be a t  t h e  
FANTASTIC FIREWORKS AND FOOD NIGHT. Fun, f r i v o l i t y ,  flammable f i n g s ,  f l u i d s  and ,  I 
n e a r l y  f o r g o t ,  i t s  a t  7  Ruper t  Ave, N e w  Town 6pm, 2 4 t h  May 1986. Phone S t u  f o r  more 
i n f o ,  o r  b e t t e r  s t i l l  j u s t  appear  - BY0 e v e r y t h i n g  i n c l u d i n g  a  g l a s s .  

Nothing t o  wear t o  t h e  n e x t  s o c i a l  engagement? Wear a  Speleomania T - s h i r t .  P e t e r  
Ackroyd s k i l l f u l l y  managed t o  avo id  a  rendevous w i t h  t h e  rest of h i s  c l u b  on t h e i r  
a n n u a l  VSA s o u t h e r n  p i lg r image  and k i n d l y  s p e n t  E a s t e r  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  g i a n t  T - s h i r t  
mail-out.  You shou ld  g e t  your goodies  soon. 
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I f  you d i d n ' t  g e t  t h i s  S p i e l  and a r e  c u r r e n t l y  reading someone e l s e ' s  then i t ' s  
because you probably haven ' t  paid your subsc r ip t ions .  I f  you d i d n ' t  g e t  the  l a t e s t  
copy of Aus t r a l i an  Caver, t h a t  c h a t t y  l i t t l e  rag  we a l l  pay so  dea r ly  f o r ,  then see  
S t u a r t  Nicholas before  the  end of June t o  inc lude  your name on the  updated l i s t  of 
ASF members. This w i l l  enable  you t o  f i n d  ou t  what happened halfway through l a s t  
year.  With aily luck  you may g e t  a  copy of ASF .Newsletter 100 and f i n d  out  what 
happened on Muller 82! 

WHAT'S I N  A NAME? A REVIEW OF THE BOOK THAT TELLS ALL, 

When Nick Hume and I were climbing i n  Mexico we met a  Mexican mountaineer who was 
wearing a  Zermatt beanie.  When asked had he climbed i n  Europe he r e p l i e d  t h a t  h 
had climbed the  Matterhorn, M t  Pink and M t  White. When I r e t r a n s l a t e d  these  they 
were of course the  Monta Rosa and M t  Blanc. Suddenly fancy names of s o  many 
mountains had l o s t  t h e i r  magic. Deant de Geant had become Gian t ' s  Tooth. I was 
d i s i l l u s i o n e d  u n t i l  j u s t  r ecen t ly  when the  pub l i ca t ion  of the  Aus t r a l i an  Kars t  In&m 
1985 rescued me from despa i r .  As f a r  a s  t h i s  pub l i ca t ion  i s  concerned i t  i s  a  
magnif icent  achievement\ a  triumph f o r  computer technology and a  t r i b u t e  t o  the  
ded ica t ion  of Pe t e r  Matthews. Poor man had the whole p r o j e c t  hanging from h i s  neck 
l i k e  an  a l b a t r o s s  s i n c e  he produced Speleo Handbook i n  1968 and i t  sad ly  went ou t  of 
d a t e  the  next  day. S imi l a r ly  t h i s  mini-telephone book, l i s t i n g  6,639 caves and 
k a r s t  f e a t u r e s ,  2,400 cave maps and 925 r e fe rences  i s  a l s o  a l r eady  out  of d a t e ,  such 
i s  the  pace of discovery i n  Tasmania. 

Immediately t h i s  pub l i ca t ion  appeared i t  presented the  oppor tuni ty  to  
c ross - re ference  the  who's whos of caving,  The usual  heavies  Jennings,  Goede and 
Kiernan taking up p len ty  of space i n  t h i s  s ec t ion .  Most Tasmanians seemed to  think 
t h a t  a  l o t  of space was wasted , of the  400+ pages the re  seemed t o  be a  l o t  of 
"mainland crap". Having come from the re  i n i t i a l l y  and having w r i t t e n  some of i t  i n  
my time, I was a  l i t t l e  l e s s  cynica l .  To t e l l ' t h e  t r u t h  the re  was i n f i n i t e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  amusement, glancing a t  the  names of a  myriad of mainland and indeed 
Tasmanian non-caves. But a r e  we g u i l t y  of being a s  unimaginative a s  the Europeans? 
I had long joked of the  ex i s t ence  of a t  l e a s t  one Main Cave i n  each caving a rea .  
S imi l a r ly  t he re  a r e  coun t l e s s  Glass Caves, River Caves, Bat Caves, Bone Caves, Skul l  
Caves, Church Caves and Cathedral  Caves. Now I was a t  l a s t  presented with the means 
t o  f i n d  ou t  exac t ly  how many and more important ly j u s t  where they a l l  a r e .  

Disappoint ingly I seem t o  have v i s i t e d  a l l  the  Glass Caves and i f  I want t o  
cross-off  a l l  the  River Caves I have t o  v i s i t  Queensland. More e x c i t i n g  than t h i s  
though i s  the prospect  of v i s i t i n g  some of the more i n t e r e s t i n g  sounding caves . 
around the count rys ide .  Looking under "G" we f i n d  Gails Hole, Gash Pot (no 
r e l a t i o n ) ,  Glory Hole Cave (aga in  no r e l a t i o n ) ,  Gecko Cave, Gibber Cave, Gin B o t t l e ,  
Glowworm Cave, Gnat Cave, Goat Cave, Giants  Cave and t o  my despa i r  Giants  Tooth. 
Perhaps we a r e  g u i l t y  of a  l a c k  of imaginat ion,  e s p e c i a l l y  when you f i n d  Chr is  The 
American's Cave. Truely an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f l avour ,  wel l  t r y  Gouffre de G i l l i e s o n  i f  
you l i k e  f rench  o r  what about  G u i l l o t i n e  Cave. Ce r t a in ly  the re  i s  a pre-occupation 
with dea th  a s  can be seen from t h i s  qua in t  l i t t l e  sample : Dead Bat Cave, Dead COW 
Cave, Dead Dog Cave, Dead End Cave, Dead Horse Cave, Dead Of Night, Dead Sea l  Cave, 
Dead Sheep Hole and Deathtrap Cave n o t  t o  mention Execution Pot ,  Graveyard Cave, 
Crypt Cave, Catacombs Cave and Carcase Cave. S t i l l  I suppose t h i s  g e t s  balanced o f f  
a g a i n s t  those caves r e f e r i n g  t o  the  f o r c e s  which genera te  l i f e ;  Materni ty  Cave, 
Naked Lady Cave o r  f o r  r e a l  e r o t i c i s m  Cavern of P leasure ,  then t h e r e ' s  Linda 's  
Del ight ,  John ' s  Knob, K i m ' s  Crack and Monty's Plug o r  j u s t  Organ Cave and Root Cave 
but  be c a r e f u l  of Contact Cave, Pox Pot ,  Heal th Hazard Cave and Curtis I n t e r r u p t i s ,  
c e r t a i n l y  Awe Chasm seems worth doing. Try expla in ing  Fac ts  Of L i f e  Cave t o  your 
ch i ldren!  I f  you want something with r e a l  b i o l o g i c a l  overtones t r y  Duodenum Cave, 
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Ilium Cave, Devi l ' s  Earhole,  Le f t  N o s t r i l  Cave, E p i g l o t t i s  Pot ,  Swallow Cave o r  
worse s t i l l  Haemorrage Hole. Further  t o  t h i s  marine biology y i e l d s  the g r e a t e s t  
co incen t r a t ion  of absurdly i r r e l e v a n t  names including:  Coral Cave, Cormorant Cave, 
Crustacean Cave, Crab Grovel,  Clam Cavern, Albatross  Sha f t ,  Octopus Hollow and Fish 
Cave. Snake P i t s  and Serpent ine  Caves seem p r e t t y  popular too,  so  t r y  t h i s  on f o r  
s i z e :  Acrobatic Python, Python Pothole  o r  Adder Cavern. Geology i s n ' t  missed e i t h e r  
with t h i s  l i t t l e  gem, the re  i s  no Gem Cave bu t  By Grikey! t h e r e ' s  some o the r  
pea r l e r s .  

Finding caves t o  name i s  always a  problem! Now the re  i s  Here It Is but  you may 
have t roub le  l o c a t i n g  Lost Pot ,  Hidden Cave, Never To Be Seen Again Cave and 
Revelat ion Cave. Jack Pot! There ' s  New Cave i f  you look but  be c a r e f u l  of Bonwick's 
Blunder, Blunder Cave, Wombats R e t r e a t ,  Chinaman's Luck, Adrian 's  Fol ly ,  
Misdemeanour Cave and Murder Cave. N i s i n t i t e  Cave, Bare Knees Squeeze and 
P h i l l i s t i n e  F l a t t e n e r  should be a  Butt  Pain and by the  way t h e r e  i s  Colon Cave, 
Black Role of Calcu t ta  and the  Black Hole Of Col Car te r .  Paul Hogan Cave though 
d i s t i n c l y  Aus t r a l i an  shows a  l a c k  of imagination r i v a l l e d  only by Complicated Caves, 
Wet Cave, Roadside Cave, Re f r ige ra to r  Cave and Cave In  The Horse Paddock. Music g e t s  
a  bash with Drum Cave, Gong Cave and Fur E l i s e .  These should be a  r e a l  h i t !  For 
those n o t  f a m i l i a r  with Beethoven o r  german then t h e r e ' s  Goebel 's  Cave and Gothic 
Cave even Monk Cave. Daylight Cave and Photon Cave should be easy t o  explore ,  bu t  
Golf Ba l l  Gobbler i s  a  r e a l  t r ap .  Not ha l f  a s  bad a s  Glad To Be Gay so  Backs 
Against The Wall! which I guess br ings  us t o  the  end...oh and the re  i s  Tet-Anus. 

The p r i z e  f o r  the  most on the  nose name goes no t  t o  Odorous Cave but  t o  Mother In  
Laws Breath Cave, i t ' s  go t  more of an a i r  about i t  than C l a r r i e ' s  Dad's Cave. Anyway 
I apologize  f o r  taking anybody's i n s p i r a t i o n a l  cave name out  of contex t .  There must 
be some reason why someone would c a l l  a  cave Pope John Paul I o r  S i r  John and Lady 
Kerr Cave. 

S tephen Bunton 

FLORENTINE VALLEY CAVE NUMBERING 

JF  391-395 were tagged i n  December 1985. A l l  a r e  l oca t ed  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
Serendip i ty .  JF393 l i e s  i n  a  small  d o l i n e  roughly l O O m  t o  the  the  west of the  
Serendip i ty  t r a c k ,  low down i n  the  dry v a l l e y  and a  s h o r t  walk beyond the  turn-off 
t o  Asteroid Pot. A l l  t he  o t h e r  caves a r e  c l o s e r  t o  Serendip i ty  and a  taped rou te  
s t a r t s  a t  the  same po in t  ( b u t  up the  oppos i te  s i d e  of t he  dry v a l l e y )  a s  the  
turn-off t o  F ros t  Pot and Lost  Pots .  Blue tapes  lead  u p h i l l  t o  Ge l ign i t e  Pot ,  before  
cont inuing  towards Warhol. JF 394 i s  only 30m from Warhol, u p h i l l  and t o  the  l e f t .  
The tapes  then l ead  t o  JF 395. 

JF 396-398 were tagged i n  February 1986. They a r e  l oca t ed  roughly e a s t  of The S l i p  
and south-southeast  of Wherret ts  Lookout. A pa le  yellow taped rou te  can be followed 
from about  halfway up The S l i p .  Af te r  n e g o t i a t i n g  some demoralizing scrub  a  major 
dry v a l l e y  i s  encountered. This v a l l e y  l eads  u p h i l l  t o  the  JF  398 s w a l l e t .  An 
impressive l imestone c l i f f  forms one s i d e  of t he  v a l l e y  above J F  398. Approximately 
50m from the  s w a l l e t ,  a t  t h e  base of of t he  c l i f f ,  i s  a  l a r g e  rock - f i l l ed  depress ion  
where a  small  stream s inks .  JF 397 i s  l oca t ed  i n  the  c l i f f  wal l  above the  
depression.  Between JF  398 and JF  397 i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  r av ine ,  formed when a  l a r g e  
s l a b  of rock has separa ted  from the  main c l i f f  face .  Some r i f t s  i n  and near  the  
r av ine  were explored bu t  no t  numbered. The taped rou te  cont inues  u p h i l l  t o  JF 396, 
i n  a  s e p a r a t e  dry v a l l e y  t o  t he  l e f t  where the  JF 398 stream passes  the  depression.  

The s u r f a c e  exp lo ra t ion  i n  t h i s  a r e a  by Chris  Davies and Andrew Briggs has y e t  t o  
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be rewarded wi th  a major cave system. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  many r e spec t s ,  
r ep re sen t ing  somewhat of a blank spo t  on the  map s i t u a t e d  between Growling Swal le t  
t o  t he  north-west and t h e  caves of Chrisps Road t o  t he  south-east .  The a r e a  has a 
l a r g e  water catchment and deserves f u r t h e r  explora t ion .  

JF-391: GELIGNITE POT. A small v e r t i c a l  en t rance  roughly one metre i n  diameter.  
This cave was explored i n  December 1985 t o  an est imated depth of 40m. A more 
d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  given i n  the  t r i p  r e p o r t  which fol lows.  

JF-392: WARHOL. An impressive s h a f t  en t rance  3m X 4m. The tag  i s  on the  v e r t i c a l  
rock su r f ace  t o  t he  r i g h t  of the  en t rance .  Descended t o  a depth of 130m ( s e e  Speleo 
S p i e l  212). The survey i s  c u r r e n t l y  being drawn. 

JF-393: Unnamed cave. A very  small  en t rance  about  l m  wide. A descending r i f t  
choked wi th  mud a t  4m. 

JF-394: Unnamed cave. A v e r t i c a l  3m X l m .  Depth 8m with no h o r i z o n t a l  passages.  

JF-395: Unnamed cave. A wide en t rance  7m X 2m. A 5m drop l eads  i n t o  a spacious 
chamber where a small  stream showers from the  c e i l i n g  i n t o  impenetrable  boulders .  
The t a g  was f ixed  t o  t he  l e f t  wal l  ( f ac ing  i n )  below the  en t r ance  ladder .  Depth 
around 10m. 

JF-396: Unnamed swa l l e t .  A smal l  stream-sink. A low crawl where t h e r  water 
d i sappears  can be followed f o r  2m. Fur ther  ex tens ions  do n o t  look good, a l though a 
s l i g h t  draught  can be de tec ted .  

JF-397: Unnamed cave. A body-sized ho le  i n  i n  the  c l i f f  wal l  above head he ight .  
Su rp r i s ing ly  i t  l eads  i n t o  a system about  10m deep. 

JF-398: Unnamed swa l l e t .  A s i z e a b l e  stream-sink from s u p e r f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
appears  blocked. A t ag  was f ixed  t o  an overhanging rock f a c e  a t  the swa l l e t .  

ROLAN EBERHARD. 

.............................................. 

GELIGNITE POT JF 391 

1. 12. 1985 Martyn Carnes, Rolan Eberhard 

I t  was an e x c e l l e n t  sunny morning a s  we go t  of t o  a l e i s u r e l y  s t a r t ,  var ious  o t h e r  
bods had decided t h a t  t h e  day was too n i c e  t o  be spen t  underground. Our i n t e n t i o n s  
were r a t h e r  vague and we even tua l ly  ended up a t  a small  cave nea r  Serendip i ty .  
Previous exp lo ra t ion  had been stopped a t  a c o n s t r i c t i o n  n o t  f a r  below the  su r f ace .  
More spacious passage could be seen cont inuing  beyond and our  aim was t o  en l a rge  t h e  
c rack  wi th  some chemical persuasion.  

B la s t ing  through the  f i s s u r e  proved t o  be time consuming. The process  was 
hampered by an a b s o l u t e  l a c k  of a i r  movement i n  the  cave, which meant t h a t  t he  smoke 
and fumes took a long time t o  c l e a r .  To pass  time between b l a s t s  we d id  a 
reconnaisance of t h e  nearby a rea .  E n t i r e l y  by luck  an impressive s h a f t  was 
discovered c l o s e  by. We re turned  t o  G e l i g n i t e  Pot t o  f i n d  our previous b l a s t  had 
l a i d  t he  f i s s u r e  open and I was a b l e  t o  s l i p  through the  squeeze without  problems. . 
A s h o r t  downclimb brought me i n t o  s t e a d i l y  descending passage. I reached what 
appeared t o  be a s t e e p  climb bu t  the  presence of smoke c u t  s h o r t  my explora t ion .  

We then proceeded t o  the  newly discovered hole .  Martyn r igged up and descended 
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the  en t rance  p i t c h ,  while I placed the  tag  (JF 392) on a convenient rock sur face .  
Th i r ty  minutes l a t e r  Martyn repor ted  t h a t  the  cave looked l i k e  "a goer". Below the  
en t rance  s h a f t  t h e  he had descended a second s h o r t  p i t c h  i n t o  a ho r i zon ta l  passage. 
A crawl had l e d  him t o  the br ink  of a f u r t h e r  s h a f t ,  which he was unable t o  
descend. The presence of an  excep t iona l ly  s t rong  draught  w i l l  make the  hole  a 
p r i o r i t y  f o r  f u t u r e  explora t ion .  Walking back down the v a l l e y  Martyn concluded 
Warhol was an appropr i a t e  name, a l though the  reasons f o r  h i s  choice  seem a l i t t l e  
obscure. 

8. 12. 1985 - Ste fan  Eberhard, Rolan Eberhard 

The rest of t h e  team headed o f f  t o  Warhol while  S t e fan  and I decided t o  check ou t  
Ge l ign i t e  Pot p r i o r  t o  j o in ing  up with them. The climb where I had h a l t e d  on the  
previous weekend was descended t o  a small  ledge overhanging a l a r g e  chamber. Large 
p reca r ious ly  balanced boulders  caused some concern a s  we climbed ou t  onto the  
ledge. The descent  t o  t he  chamber was t r i c k y  and involved a 10m chimney with w e t  
rock. I n  t h e  chamber a draught  was no t i ceab le  and i t  s t a r t e d  t o  look l i k e  the  cave 
may hold some promise of depth. Unfortunately the  con t inua t ion  was a very narrow 
passage which s h o r t l y  became c o n s t r i c t e d  and we d id  n o t  persue i t  with enthusiasm. 

Leaving G e l i g n i t e  Pot we proceeded around the  h i l l  t o  Warhol. S te fan  s e t  o f f  down 
the  cave t o  c a t c h  up with the  exp lo ra t ion  team, while  I went scrub-bashing. I 
i n i t i a l l y  tagged a small previous ly  known ent rance  ( JF  394) c l o s e  t o  Warhol, before  
heading up the  dry v a l l e y  t h a t  passes  Warhol. Not f a r  away I stumbled upon an 
en t rance  I found s e v e r a l  months before  and hadn ' t  re- located s i n c e  then. A s h o r t  
l adde r  p i t c h  l ead  i n t o  a spacious chamber. A small  stream which s i n k s  near  t h e  
en t rance  reappears  a s  a shower coming ou t  of t he  middle of t he  c e i l i n g .  Hoping f o r  
a con t inua t ion  I used a hammer t o  en l a rge  a small  hole  a t  one end of t h e  chamber. I 
squeezed through bu t  another  c o n s t r i c t i o n  barred the  way. I numbered the  cave ( JF  
395) and r e t r a c e d  my s t e p s  t o  j o i n  t h e  o t h e r s  a s  they emerged from Warhol. 

Rolan Eberhard. 

MT. WELD - ARRAKIS - 14,15 September, 1985 

J e f f  Bu t t  (T r ip  Leader) ,  Lindsay Wilson, Arthur Clarke. 

We Drove from Geeveston through Arve Valley, over Huon Bridge o u t  t o  the  end of 
the  South Weld Road p a s t  Rueben F a l l s .  The walk fol lows the  muddy c u t t i n g  g r a s s  
covered bul ldozer  t r a c k  over  numerous logs  and 6 c reeks  ( 3  dry  ones) f o r  1 - 1 114 
hours i n t o  t h e  myr t le  f o r e s t  and h o r i z o n t a l  and down t o  a c reek ,  t he  resurgence from 
Trout  Lake. It c ros ses  a l o g  over t he  c reek  t o  a t r a c k  junc t ion .  S t r a i g h t  ahead i s  
Weld River  and Fisherman's Log Hut, sharp  l e f t  fol lowing the  c reek  from Trout  Lake 
takes you up t o  M t  Weld. A blazed and yellow taped t r ack  l eads  through l i g h t  f o r e s t  
merging i n t o  l a u r e l  and ho r i zon ta l .  A s t e e p  climb f o r  1 /2  hour through banksia  and 
ti-tree l eads  up a dolomite r i d g e  t o  "Crys ta l  Bluff".  There i s  a cave o f f  t o  t h e  
r ighthand s i d e  r epo r t ed ly  50m deep. The s i t e  f o r  our  basecamp was j u s t  west of t he  
M t  Weld t r a c k  above the  b lu f f  bes ide  "Crys ta l  Cave". There is  s l eep ing  f o r  two and 
another  two under a l a r g e  s l a b  on the  western s i d e  of the  b l u f f .  

F i r s t l y  we walked west from t h e  campsite down t h e  western s i d e  of of Crys t a l  Bluff 
then along the  n o r t h  f a c e  of a smal l  dolomite c l i f f  then under a l a r g e  f a l l e n  gum t o  
the  s t a r t  of a yellow taped t rack .  I n i t i a l l y  t h i s  t r a c k  heads through r a i n f o r e s t  
p a s t  s e v e r a l  smal l  d o l i n e s  then up t o  another ,  smal le r ,  c r y s t a l  covered b l u f f  with a 
l a r g e  l o g - f i l l e d  d o l i n e  u p h i l l  t o  t h e  south.  The t r a c k  cl imbs along a s e r i e s  of 
f a l l e n  logs  then  i n t o  t i - t r e e  and banksia  f o r e s t  dowu t o  the  edge of a c o l l a p s e  
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d o l i n e .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  s i g h t  of do lomi te  t h e r e  i s  a  small branch t r a c k  f o r  10-15m t o  
lookout  i n t o  " F a i r y  Glen". Also from t h i s  p o i n t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a b s e i l  35m i n t o  
t h e  sh rubbery  below t h i s  undercu t  l o o k o u t ,  which l e d  us t o  a b l u f f  above t h e  70 
d e g r e e  s l o p e  i n t o  t h e  main e n t r a n c e  p i t c h .  

Long ye l low r i b b o n  s t r i p s  mark t h e  d o l i n e  edge. We con t inued  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k  l e f t  
around t h e  t o p s i d e  of t h e  d o l i n e  p a s t  a  t r a c k  j u n c t i o n  then  r i g h t  p a s t  a  4-taped 
t r e e  n e a r  a n o t h e r  cave e n t r a n c e .  We con t inued  s t e e p l y  down a  s l o p e  by-passing t h e  
a r c h  and s k i r t i n g  t h e  lower s i d e  of t h e  d o l i n e ,  around t o  a  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  under t h e  
12m wide a r c h .  We ga ined  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  d o l i n e  down a  r a i n f o r e s t  d e b r i s  s l o p e  and 
p i t c h  of 12-15m r e q u i r i n g  two p r o t e c t o r s ,  t o  a  d i r t  f l o o r .  The r o u t e  w e  fo l lowed 
was t o  t h e  l e f t  which c l imbs  a  f i s s u r e  i n t o  a  s m a l l  cave under t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of 
t h e  a r c h .  Th is  cave  h a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r m a t i o n s ;  h e l i c t i t e s ,  s t r a w s  and f a l s e  
f l o o r s .  Back down t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  under t h e  a r c h ,  w e  g i n g e r l y  
cl imbed s t e e p l y  down t o  a  f e r n y  r a i n f o r e s t  mulch f l o o r .  

T h i s  s l o p i n g  f l o o r  of 30-40 d e g r e e s  s t e e p e n s  t o  50 d e g r e e s  and l o o k s  down a  t o  
huge r a i l w a y  t u n n e l  e n t r a n c e .  Next we t r a v e r s e d ,  u s i n g  a h a n d l i n e ,  a c r o s s  t h e  s l o p e  
i n t o  a  huge rocky d i r t  f l o o r  chamber t o  where t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  e n t r a n c e  above. 
A f t e r  a  f u r t h e r  25-30m rope  d e s c e n t  from a  r e b e l a y  down t h i s  s l o p e  we reached  t h e  
s t a r t  of  a  75m p i t c h !  Views of t h e  a r c h  and t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  s l o p e  above made f o r  
g r e a t  wide-angle photography. We r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  70 degree  s l o p e  and 
t h e n  had t o  c l imb back o u t  t o  t h e  t o p s i d e  of t h e  d o l i n e .  Th is  was accomplished by 
Ar thur  C on b e l a y  w i t h  a  s t r i n g  r e b e l a y  a t  30m around a  f e r n t r e e  and then  t i e d  o f f  
f o r  J e f f  t o  jumar o u t .  Lindsay was on a  d a y t r i p  on ly  and had l o n g  ago q u i t  t h e  
a c t i o n .  

The r e s t  of t h e  c l imb invo lved  v e g e t a t i m  handholds up t o  a  c a v e  a l c o v e  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  s i d e .  Climbing f u r t h e r  up t o  benea th  t h e  lookout  b l u f f  r e v e a l e d  a  d r y  sandy 
f l o o r e d  a r e a  w i t h  numerous s h a f t  e n t r a n c e s  on t h e  wes te rn  w a l l  and b e a u t i f u l l y  
d e c o r a t e d  cave  passage t o  t h e  s o u t h  w i t h  a  view back t o  t h e  a r c h ,  a  30m p i t c h  and 
t h e  remains  of a  b a t .  T h i s  a l l  made i t  a  g r e a t  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  name "Museum 
Cave". Another smal l  cave  w i t h  a  s t e e p  e n t r a n c e  s l o p e  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  gave 
a c c e s s  v i a  a c rawl  i n t o  a  l a r g e  d e c o r a t e d  chamber w i t h  a  muddy s l o p i n g  f l o o r  and 
t r e e  r o o t s  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end ,  r e m i n i s c e n t  of Route 66 i n  Judds  Cavern. I then  
a s s i s t e d  J e f f  w i t h  t h e  su rvey  of t h i s  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s .  Th i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  camps i te  w i t h  a  s o f t  sandy f l o o r .  

Some s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  names a r e ;  Trou t  Lake Creek,  F a i r y  Glen,  The Lookout, C r y s t a l  
B luf f  and C r y s t a l  Cave o r  p o s s i b l y  C r y s t a l  Pa lace .  

Ar thur  Cla rke .  

DAYLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT - 11 February 1986 

Stephen Bunton, P h i l l  H i l l ,  Ann Wessing (TCC), Michael Gatehouse,  Angela McGowan 
( P r o j e c t  B l i z z a r d ) ,  Gerald  Favre ,  C h r i s t i a n  and a n o t h e r  (Swiss  Film Crew). 

T h i s  t r i p  s t a r t e d  a s  an  o f f e r  t o  t a k e  some of my A n t a r c t i c  f r i e n d s  underground 
w h i l s t  I was i n  Hobart  s h i p p i n g  o u r  e x p e d i t i o n  g e a r  back t o  Sydney. The R e g a t t a  Day 
p u b l i c  h o l i d a y  postponed t h e  w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  r e d  t a p e  and t h e r e f o r e  p r e s e n t e d  a  
p e r f e c t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f u l f i l 1  my e a r l i e r  o f f e r .  P h i l l  and Ann k i n d l y  provided t h e  
t r a n s p o r t .  The Swiss f i l m  crew were s t a y i n g  a t  S t u a r t ' s  and sna tched  t h i s  chance t o  
v i s i t  y e t  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  A u s t r a l i a n  cave .  T h e i r  movie l i g h t s  gave u s  a  chance t o  s e e  
i t  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  too.  
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Ye met a t  Lune River Quarry and proceeded t o  the  cave. A s l i g h t  de lay  was 
experienced f ind ing  the  s t a r t  of the  t r ack  up the  h i l l .  NB. I t  fol lows an o ld  l o g  
race  a t  i t s  s t a r t .  

Ges.r9ld began f i lming  immediately, people changing, me i n  my jocks,  Angie, Ann (YOU 
$ .  ,J these French speaking men!). The t r i p  was t o t a l l y  uneventful  except  f o r  a  b i t  

corntc r e l i e f  when Gerald to ld  us t h a t  t he  Frenchman whose name I fo rgo t  d i d n ' t  
l r k e  our s t y l e  of p u l l i n g  down the  rope f o r  a  through t r i p ,  nor d id  he e s p e c i a l l y  

, Tie way the rope r an  over  the rock a t  the  l i p  of each p i t ch .  He was poss ib ly  
eaked than the  inexperienced members of our par ty .  He advocated b o l t s ,  they 

t.:ah:.", d him, we followed s u i t .  

Hldnight Hole i l luminated  was g r e a t .  The l i g h t s  were powerful enough f o r  400 ASA 
f i lm  a t  1/60 t h  of a  second. P i t y  I d i d n ' t  have any bu t  w e  were slow enough as i t  
[,as without  s t i l l  photography. Even so  we d id  take time t o  s i t  q u i e t l y ,  
conecmplating l i f e ,  beneath the  glowworms i n  Mystery Creek Cave. A l l  t h ings  
zunsidered i t  was an e x c e l l e n t  r e l ax ing  day- t r ip  from Hobart. 

Stephen Bunton. 

*********************************Jr3(******.k.Jt-k*.k;A.Jr*Jck* 

DRIBBLESPIT SWALLET ( JF  13) 

Psbruary 1986 - Martyn Carnes,  Rolan Eberhard, P e t r i n a  Quinn. 

5 -nze  a  t r i p  t o  Dr ibb le sp i t  over a  year  prev ious ly ,  I had always intended t o  make 
1 v i s i t  t o  t he  stream canyon where Nick and I had been h a l t e d .  Despi te  very 
nca r ly  cance l l i ng  the  t r i p  due t o  heavy r a i n  we did even tua l ly  t rudge through the  

n!&n f o r e s t  t o  t he  cave. On t h i s  p a r t u i c u l a r  day the  70m en t r ance  s h a f t  was 
:, ,ver ing r a t h e r  than Dr ibb le sp i t t i ng .  A f u r t h e r  s h o r t  p i t c h  brought us t o  t he  l i m i t  
K- c-p'oration. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  the  stream flows i n t o  a  narrow canyon and some 

, .  -,,, p , aid c o n t o r t i n g  was necessary w h i l s t  a t tempt ing  t o  pass  t h i s  obs t ac l e .  By 
1. c ' :%L canyon high up i t  i s  poss ib l e  t o  reach a  f i s s u r e  where rocks can be 
~ i r o n l  c ,I:: sugh t o  a  p i t c h  underneath. Unfortunately the  s l o t  i s  very  narrow and ' 

d~J,d3? ;er,~;i.re a l o t  of e f f o r t  t o  en l a rge  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  a  person t o  pass  through. 
J,swer ioriil i n  t he  canyon appears  t o  be a b e t t e r  prospect .  I found one s p o t  a t  
srrearir !eve1 where I could look through a  h o r i z o n t a l  bedding plane t o  where the  
stream seemed t o  descend a  w a t e r f a l l .  Although I was n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  through I 
t h f n k  w i t h  some work it  would be passable .  I f  t h i s  c o n s t r i c t i o n  can be nego t i a t ed  
there i s  nu reason why Dr ibb le sp i t  Swal le t  should n o t  y i e l d  a  f i n e  v e r t i c a l  system 
s i m i l a r  t o  i t s  c l o s e  neighbour Dwarrowdelf. The next  t r i p  could prove rewarding. 

Rolan Eberhard 

ADVENTURES 
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TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB TREASURER'S REPORT 1985-86 

The t r e a s u r y  was h e l d  by Mike Edwards i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  y e a r ,  and C h r i s  
Davies i n  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  y e a r .  

RECEIPTS 

Membership and ASF f e e s  
Speleo S p i e l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  
Lamp f e e s  
Other  ( n o t e  1 )  

TOTAL 

Balance cheque account  1405-11612 a t  26-03-85 
Balance Spec. Inv.  Acct 1403-8634 a t  26-03-85 

TOTAL ( 1 ) + ( 2 ) + ( 3 )  

EXPENDITURE 

Speleo S p i e l  p r i n t i n g  
Speleo S p i e l  p o s t a g e  
Equipment ( n o t e  2 )  
ASF c a p i t a t i o n  
Other  ( n o t e  3 )  

TOTAL 

Balance cheque account  1405-1162 a t  26-03-86 
LESS cheques n o t  drawn: #337 

/l339 
Sub t o t a l  

Balance Spec. Inv.  Acct 1403-8634 a t  26-03-86 

n o t e  1: Other  r e c e i p t s  i n c l u d e s  
Income from s a l e  of cap  lamp c e l l s  
Income from bank i n t e r e s t  

Expendi tu re  on equipment inc luded  
Cap lamp s p a r e s  
C o r d l e s s  d r i l l  
200 met re  E d e l r i d  rope 9mm 
Cap lamp c e l l s  f o r  c l u b  u s e  

n o t e  3: Other  e x p e n d i t u r e  i n c l u d e s  
Bank f e e s  
A u s t r a l i a  P o s t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
A u s t r a l i a n  K a r s t  Index 
Goodwill 
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Thanks on behalf of all club members to Trevor Wailes for keeping the Spiel 
printing costs to an absulute minimum. 

Thanks also to those members who paid lamp hire fees, especially those who led 
large groups of non-members. 

The financial situation of the club declined during the 1985/86 year with the 
total bank balance reduced from about $1620 in March 1985 to about $620 in March 
1986. There is $350 tied up in lamp batteries for sale at $70 each. 

Chris Davies 
TCC Treasurer (part) 1985/86 

TCC MEETINGS...... 

General Meetings are held every 1st Wednesday of eachmonth at 8a Lambert Avenue, 
Sandy Bay starting sometime after about 8pm. 

Executive Meetings (committee meetings) re held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the same time and address as above and usually involve the same persons. 

There is always confusion about meeting times and dates so there we have it - you 
have no excuse now for not attending the meetings ...... At the next meet, you can 
also pay your subscription - see Chris Davies for details about the easy TCC pay 
in one hit payment scheme; we don't take Bankcard only CASH........ 

FUTURE TRIPS.... 

May 31/June 1 - Serendipity derig / survey trip. Trevor is not leading this trip 
but will go if there are enough keen people ..... Phone him on 
the bat phone - 344862 (ah). 

June 7/8/9 - Queen's Birthday long weekend - an opportunity to go somewhere 
exciting, or even just interesting, or well anywhere at all really. 
Why not phone someone up and get underground as well. 

June 14/15 - Cyclops Pot - phone Martyn for this one-eyed trip - 252659. 




