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EDITORIAL 

Don't Panic! 

I f  you haven ' t  seen  your prec ious  handwri t ten masterpiece-of-a-trip r e p o r t  and i t  
I s n ' t  included i n  t h i s  volume then t h e r e  i s  no cause f o r  alarm. Even the  da rkes t  
cave r e p o r t s  see the  l i g h t  of day i n  t he  SPIEL. It only took a year  f o r  Ar thu r ' s  Ida 
Bay manuscript t o  su r f ace  i n  t he  l a s t  e d i t i o n  and now the  Eas t e r  t r i p s  a r e  f i n a l l y  
r e s u r r e c t e d ,  on ly  t h r e e  months a f t e r  t he  even t ,  o r  a lmost  2,000 yea r s ,  i f  you 
p re fe r .  The many good a r t i c l e s  we r ece ive  each i s s u e  brea the  new l i f e  i n t o  t he  
c lub ,  s o  my c u r r e n t  po l i cy  is  t o  inc lude  those ahead of t r i p  r e p o r t s .  Fea tures  such 
a s  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Report t ake  precedence anyway and a c t  t o  summarize t he  y e a r ' s  
developments, bes ides  they add t o  t h a t  " l i v i n g  i n  t he  pas t "  f e e l i n g  which i s  
re inforced  from reading out-of-date t r i p  r epo r t s .  So i f  you th ink  n o s t a l g i a  i s n ' t  
what i t  used t o  be, then read the  Spiel... . .  

STEPHEN BUNTON 

TROG TALES AND TRUE from t h e  legendary farce. . .  

How famous a r e  you? Do want t o  g e t  your name i n  t h e  papers? Try smoking i n  bed! 
Can you walk i n t o  t he  Po l i ce  S t a t i o n  and see your photo on the  wal l?  I wouldn't  i f  
I were you! But i f  you r e a l l y  a r e  an underground heavy then chances a r e  you a l r e a d y  
have your p i c t u r e  reproduced i n  t h e  l a t e s t  Aus t r a l i an  Caver f e a t u r e  on Speleomania. 
Obviously TCC were behind the  scenes i n  t h i s  extravaganza,  t h i s  mus t  account  f o r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s o  a few of them made i t  i n t o  t he  mug's g a l l e r y .  

Arthur Clarke our  Dover correspondent  has ,  bes ides  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t a  t h i s  
ed i fy ing  jou rna l ,  become the  e d i t o r  of t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  of The Tasmanian Cave and 
Kars t  Research Group. The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  has  j u s t  appeared and f e a t u r e s  a weal th  ~f 
information about  t h e  more c e r e b r a l  s i d e  of caving,  i e  speleology.  Articles of 
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i n t e r e s t  include a  pol icy s tatement  on bone depos i t s  i n  caves,  an update on the  
s i t u a t i o n  with Kubla Khan and some dye t r a c i n g  information. Hurry t o  your newsagent 
before copies  s e l l  ou t !  

We a l l  ha t e  t o  see  some people go and t h e r e ' s  some people we j u s t  h a t e ,  bu t  a s  i t  
happens the person we love t o  ha t e  i s  going. Pe t r ina  Quinn i n  her  h e c t i c  c a r e e r  a s  
a rad io  j o u r n a l i s t  has unfor tuna te ly  l e f t  us f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of l o c a t i o n s  on the  North 
I s land ,  f i r s t l y  Per th  and then M t  Gambier. Both of t hese  a r e  caving / cave d iv ing  
loca t ions ,  so  l o c a l  cavers  be warned t h a t  an inc red ib ly  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and capable 
young lady t rog  i s  coming your way! Trained by TCC she should be a n  a s s e t  t o  any 
c lub  and we a l l  wish h e r  wel l  on the  next  l e g  of l i f e ' s  long survey t r ave r se .  

From ANM Maydena. ... If  you phone f o r  a  permit through the week and on the  
designated day decide t o  cancel  your t r i p ,  PLEASE phone the  g a t e  (same number 882 
1 7 1 )  and l e t  the  ga t e  keeper know. 

r h i s  year ,  1986, is  the  year of the  Pig Out and not  only t h a t  i t s  a  b i r thday  year  
fo r  TCC. These two events  have been combined i n t o  one auspic ious  occasion by the  
c l eve r  planning of the committee. De ta i l s  of the "TCC 40th Year of Existence Feast" 
appear l a t e r  i n  t h i s  i s sue .  

LONG PITCHES OF TASMANIA 

This l i s t  was s t a r t e d  one ra iny  Sunday af te rnoon when I had nothing l e s s  t r i v i a l  t o  
occupy my time. P i t ches  of 45m and longer  have been included. Bob Woolhouse 
provided information about  Mole Creek and var ious  Hobart cavers  cont r ibu ted .  By 
convention the  p i t c h  l eng ths  a r e  the  l eng th  of the  drop and n o t  t he  amount of rope 
required.  I t  i s  poss ib l e ,  however, t h a t  some p i t c h  lengths  were ca l cu la t ed  from the 
amount of rope needed t o  r i g  them. Some lengths  a r e  e s t ima te s  only. Mini Martin i s  
one t h a t  may prove t o  be s l i g h t l y  exaggerated when an accu ra t e  survey is  done. In  
some cases  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r i n g  r e p o r t s  f o r  the  l eng th  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  p i t ch .  In  
such cases  I have p re fe r r ed  e i t h e r  the  surveyed l eng th  o r  the  s h o r t e r  of t he  values 
given. D i f f e ren t  r igg ing  s i t e s  may vary the  l eng th  of any given p i t c h ,  eg. Kel la rs  
C e l l a r  could be made longer  by a b s e i l i n g  from one of t he  o t h e r  en t rances  than the  
one t h a t  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used. In  f a c t  t h i s  i s  one cave where the  o r i g i n a l l y  
quoted f i g u r e  of 128m was shown t o  be a  misca lcu la t ion  when the cave was accu ra t e ly  
surveyed i n  1982. 

The 85m s h a f t  ( P  10) i n  Anne-A-Kananda r e f e r s  t o  the  P r i o r i t y  Paid s e r i e s ,  while 
the 76m p i t c h  ( P  11) i s  loca ted  i n  Desiccator .  An a l t e r n a t e  s h a f t  f o r  the f i n a l  
p i t c h  (Phobos) i n  Serendip i ty  has not  been included even though i t  is  probably about 
45-50m. 

4r 
PITCH NAME -- 
l Heart Beat 

CAVE NAME -- LENGTH(m) 
Anne-A-Kananda 118 
Ke l l a r  C e l l a r  115 
Mini Martin 110 
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1 
4 ~riorf ty Paid 
5 P6 
6 P1 
7 P10 
8 P11 
9 P4 
10 G F~rce 
11 P1 
12 China Crisis 
13 Gom Jabber 
14 P6 
15 
16 P7 
17 P3 
18 P3 
19 
2 0 
2 1 
22 P5 
2 3 
24 Fabulous Spangley 
25 P6 
26 P3 
27 P4 

Anne-A-Kananda 
Big Tree Pot 
The Chairman 
Anne-A-Kananda 
Anne-A-Kananda 
Tassy Pot 
Lost Pot 
Dribblespit Swallet 
Ice Tube 
Arrakis 
Dwarrowdelf 
DevilsIAnas tamosis 
Victory 75 
Dwarrowdelf 
Flick Mints Hole 
Col-In-Cavern 
Pillingers Creek Cave 
Armadillo Pot 
Milk Run 
Yodellers Pot 
Ice Tube 
Midnight Hole 
Skyhook Pot 
Cyclops Pot 

-W 
ROLAN EBERHARD 

MINI EXPEDITION TO PRECIPITOUS BLUFF 

28th March - 6th April 1986 Stefan Eberhard and Nick Hume 

Stefan and I flew into PB on Good Friday, thus repeating a little bit of caving 
history. Only two other expeditions have ever trogged the area,- TCC in 1961 and 
SCS in 1973, both groups making use of a seaplane, as we did, to ferry in gear and 
people. 

We established a very comfortable camp on the shores of New River Lagoon, next to 
Damper Creek, with Damper Cave a mere 15 minutes walk away. Ftom this base we 
enjoyed a week's tremendous weather as well as some interesting and varied caving. 
The region is similar to New Guinea in character with dense, rotten vegetation and 
caves containing extensive river passages in beautiful high quality limestone. The 
only disappointment regarding the whole area is that it lacks any real depth 
potential. 

The day after setting up camp, we followed the righthand branch of Damper Creek to 
where it issues from the base of a ridge descending from the slopes of PB. This was 
PB 2 and is unenterable due to blockage. On the other side of the ridge we located 
the swallet PB 2A. Immediately upstream from this is the resurgence PB 3 Quetzacoatl 
Conduit. This is a cave which was surveyed for about a kilometre by the 1973 party. 
A howling gale emanates from its entrance. ' I  
We donned wetsuits and half swum the known extent of (rhe cave passing numerous 

daylight holes. At the previously known limit of the cave we pushed a strongly 
drafting lead through a section with a mere lOcm airspace intd a series of chambers 
and roofsniffs for a distance estimated at 600m. It was,still going at this point 
but cold forced us to retreat. 



SPELEO SPIEL NO. 218 
.JULY, 1986 40th  ANNUAL DINNER - SEPTEMBER 26 

On Sunday we bashed n o r t h  from Damper Creek t o  f i n d  more l a r g e  s c a l e  ou t f low 
caves .  We reached a  s e r i e s  of l i k e l y  l o o k i n g  d e p r e s s i o n s  ( v i s i b l e  on a i r p h o t o s )  b u t  
t h e s e  d i d  n o t  go. Bashing s t i l l  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  y i e l d e d  dense  s c r u b  and c u t t i n g  g r a s s  
bu t  l i t t l e  e l s e .  A d i s a p p o i n t i n g  day e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of Cueva d e  l a  Blanca 
on our  r e t u r n  r o u t e .  Three e n t r a n c e s ,  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  l e d  i n t o  some superb  f o s s i l  
s t ream passage adorned w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  moonmilk fo rmat ion .  We were h a l t e d  a t  a  
25m p i t c h  w i t h  t h e  sound of running w a t e r  a t  t h e  bottom. 

Re turn ing  t o  Cueva de l a  Blanca on t h e  Monday w i t h  SRT g e a r  we descended t h e  
p i t c h ,  su rvey ing  a s  w e  went, t o  a r r i v e  i n  a  s i z e a b l e  s t ream passage.  Th is  was 
e x p l o r e d ,  f i r s t  through some superb  s w i r l p o o l  f l o o r e d  cave  t o  an  upstream sump and 
then downstream t o  a n o t h e r  sump. C o n s t r i c t e d  p a r t s  of t h e  cave d r a f t e d  v e r y  
h e a v i l y .  Two major l e a d s  halfway up t h e  25m p i t c h  y i e l d e d  more d r y  passage 
c o n t a i n i n g  some of t h e  most p r i s t i n e  moonmilk I had e v e r  seen.  The second l e a d  
con ta ined  a  20m p i t c h  a p p a r e n t l y  dropping i n t o  a  s i z e a b l e  streamway. Th is  was l e f t  
undescended b u t  i s  probably  a  connec t ion  t o  Damper Cave i t s e l f .  

The fo l lowing  day we c a r r i e d  a  l o a d  of SRT g e a r  up t h e  summit t r a c k  t o  where t h e  
good l i m e s t o n e  comes i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  poore r  c a l c a r e o u s  s i l t s t o n e .  From t h e  well 
d e f i n e d  c o n t a c t  we bashed o f f  t h e  r i d g e  i n t o  a  s t eep-s ided  g u l l y  made up of a  l i n e  
o f  d e p r e s s i o n s  which i s  t h e  most obvious  f e a t u r e  on t h e  a i r p h o t o s  of t h e  a r e a .  Care 
was r e q u i r e d  n o t  t o  f a l l  through t h e  r o t t e n  l o g s  and t r e e  f e r n s  i n t o  t h e  numerous 
h o l e  i n  t h e  v i s c i n i t y .  We s p o t t e d  a  40m w a l l  w i t h  a n  enormous r i f t  running i n t o  
it. Although i t  was impress ive  i t  was u n f o r t u n a t e l y  blocked w i t h  d e b r i s .  F u r t h e r  
down t h e  g u l l y  a  d o l i n e  con ta ined  a few s h a f t s  which dropped i n t o  a  wide vadose 
canyon. I n  t h e  n e x t  d o l i n e  a  l a r g e  s h a f t ,  N e w  Order ,  was encountered b u t  i t  was 
imposs ib le  t o  s e e  t h e  bottom due t o  t h e  h a i r y n e s s  invo lved  i n  g e t t i n g  any van tage  
p o i n t  around t h e  h o l e .  Immediately a d j o i n i n g  New Order was a  massive d o l i n e  perhaps  
50m by 100m. It took us  h a l f  an  hour t o  bash down t o  t h e  bottom of it! The f l o o r  
was i n  two p a r t s  s e p a r a t e d  by an  a r e t e .  The u p h i l l  s i d e  con ta ined  a  l a r g e  passage 
dropping t o  a  l a r g e  chamber. A d a y l i g h t  h o l e  i n  t h e  chamber was t h e  50-60m s h a f t  of 
New Order.  The l e a d s  going o f f  t h i s  chamber were of b i g  boreho le  p r o p o r t i o n s .  

On Wednesday we r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  mega-doline and Bauhaus. The l a r g e  chamber had a  
25-30m s h a f t  dropping away below it. This  was bypassed by a  s i d e  passage c o n t a i n i n g  
numerous g r e a s y  downclimbs. These l e d  t o  a  chamber where d a y l i g h t  cou ld  s t i l l  be 
s e e n  from some 80-90m underground. We downclimbed f u r t h e r  t o  a  b i g  c l e a r  s t ream 
passage  t h a t  we fol lowed comfor tab ly  f o r  abou t  500m t o  where a  b i g  deep poo l  b a r r e d  
f u r t h e r  p rogress .  Foam on t h e  s u r f a c e  sugges ted  a  p robab le  sump b u t  we were 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  s w i m  t o  f i n d  o u t !  

The n e x t  2 1 / 2  hours  were occupied i n  su rvey ing  back t o  t h e  b i g  chamber. The 
whole cave  was an  impress ive  f i n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Th is  f e a t u r e  may 
account  f o r  t h e  "massive d r a f t i n g  s h a f t s "  r e p o r t e d  by bushwalkers i n  t h e  p a s t .  

On Thursday we had a  b i t  of a  look  i n  Damper Cave and o t h e r w i s e  prepared t o  l e a v e  
t h e  p l a c e .  A s  l u c k  would have i t ,  t h e  weather  tu rned  f o r  t h e  worse which made f o r  a  
c o o l  wade down t o  P r i o n  Beach t h e  n e x t  day. We s t a y e d  a t  S u r p r i s e  Bay o v e r n i g h t .  
Spurred on by c o n s t a n t  d r i z z l e  and h a i l  we made i t  a l l  t h e  way back t o  Cockle Creek 
t h e  n e x t  day. Th is  would never  have been p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
trackwork done by t h e  Na t iona l  Parks  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  r e c e n t l y .  

A more thorough coverage of t h i s  t r i p  w i t h  maps, cave d e s c r i p t i o n s  and p o s s i b l y  
photos  w i l l  appear  i n  t h e  "Trevor Wailes Memorial J o u r n a l " ,  a n d / o r  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  
p a p e r ,  e i t h e r  o r  bo th  of which w i l l  be pub l i shed  sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

N I C K  HUME 
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WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU'RE NOT DOING WHAT YOU WANT TO DO? 
F l o r e n t i n e  Va l ley  29-30.3.86 

P r e s e n t :  P e t e r  Ackroyd(VSA), Stephen Bunton, Martyn Carnes,  Leigh Douglas, Edward 
? ,  P h i l l  H i l l ,  S t u a r t  Nicho las ,  P e t r i n a  Quinn and Ann Wessing...All ( o r  most o f )  
those  people  t o o  poor t o  f l y  t o  PB? 

Martyn 's  4-day permi t  seemed a  good o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c a t c h  up on some u n v i s i t e d  
caves  over  t h e  E a s t e r  p e r i o d .  

I n s t e a d  of a t t e m p t i n g  K D  a s  f i r s t  planned w e  changed o u r  minds and o b j e c t i v e  t o  
O w l  P o t  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some of us h a d n ' t  been underground f o r  some time. 
A c o o l  morning w i t h  c l e a r  b l u e  s k i e s  had me wishing I ' d  gone bushwalking b u t  a  good 
d a y ' s  cav ing  was ahead of us anyway. 

P h i 1  and Bunty r igged  t h e  p i t c h e s  making improvements a long  t h e  way. The squeeze 
was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  and a  l i t t l e  of a  problem though coming back up wasn ' t  a s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  more of a  problem. The r e s t  of t h e  way was p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .  
A b s e i l i n g  b e s i d e  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  on t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  was q u i t e  n i c e .  A t  t h e  bottom we 
decided t o  look  f o r  t h e  sump and e v e n t u a l l y  found i t  a f t e r  a  few wrong l e a d s .  A f t e r  
a  d i s c u s s i o n ,  en  r o u t e ,  on t h e  l a c k  of g r a f f i t i  i n  Tasmanian caves  we were 
d i s a p p o i n t e d  t o  see t h e  w a l l s  n e a r  t h e  sump s o  adorned.  

Martyn headed o u t  f i r s t  l e a v i n g  us  t o  i t .  A g u r g l i n g  y e l l  from halfway up t h e  
w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h  s i g n a l l e d  Bunty ' s  c a r b i d e  had drowned and he  f i n i s h e d  t h e  p r u s i k  i n  
t h e  da rk .  On a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e  sun shone and l i g h t  streamed down t h e  
e n t r a n c e ,  always a n i c e  s i g h t .  

That  evening was s p e n t  a t  t h e  remains of t h e  homestead. Trying t o  view H a l l e y ' s  
Comet a t  two i n  t h e  morning w i t h  a  b r i g h t  f u l l  moon w a s n ' t  e a s y  b u t  i t  was a  good 
excuse  t o  escape  from t h e  mossies  i n  t h e  hu t .  

The fo l lowing  day we s p l i t  i n t o  s e v e r a l  groups.  S t u a r t  and P e t e r  were up f o r  a  
d a y - t r i p  photographing i n  Growling S w a l l e t .  Martyn and I jo ined  them. Bunty, P h i l l  
and Ann headed o f f  t o  do something new - S e r e n d i p i t y  w i t h o u t  rope! I t  w a s n ' t  long  
b e f o r e  they j o i n e d  us i n  Growling. T h e i r  p l a n  was t h e n  t o  do S e r e n d i p i t y  t h e  
fo l lowing  day b u t  ominous weather  precluded t h a t  a s  w e l l .  

I r e a l l y  enjoyed t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  wander around Growling a t  my l e i s u r e  w h i l s t  
t h e  o t h e r s  were t a k i n g  s h o t s .  I t  was when S t u a r t  s t a r t e d  w a l t z i n g  h i s  t r i p o d  i n t o  
c r o t c h  deep p o o l s  t h a t  I dec ided  t o  head o u t  o n l y  t o  be met by P e t r i n a  and Edward. 
Everybody a p p a r e n t l y  l a t e r  met up i n  New F e e l i n g  f o r  a  Growling Groupie.  

Outs ide  i t  was a n o t h e r  l o v e l y  evening though c louds  on t h e  h o r i z o n  and a  few 
s p r i n k l e s  of r a i n  s e n t  Bunty s c u r r y i n g  back t c  S e r e n d i p i t y  t o  f e t c h  t h e  SRT g e a r  
b e f o r e  a l l  and sundry headed home. 

Leigh Douglas 

D I V I N G  THE MAINLINE AND DREAMTIME SUMPS 
Place :  Growling S w a l l e t ,  12th-13th A p r i l .  
P a r t y :  Rolan Eberhard,  Nick Hume and Johr. S a l t  
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4 l a t e  s t a r t  was a  b i t  nove l ,  l e a v i n g  Hobart abou t  2pm, o t h e r w i s e  i t  was t h e  same 
G '  i humdrum. Trog i n t o  Dreamtime, t a k i n g  t h r e e  hours  from t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  due t o  t h e  
weight  of uncoopera t ive  mega-packs f u l l  of a i r t a n k s  and o t h e r  d i v i n g  paraphena l ia .  
Well perhaps  n o t  q u i t e  humdrum! The l a d d e r  i n  Refuge Aven snapped 3m below t h e  
b e l a y  under Rolan ' s  weight ,  l a n d i n g  him on top  of John. Rolan r e c e i v e d  a  mighty 
b l a c k  eye  o u t  of t h e  a f f a i r .  The moral be ing ,  "Tread c a r e f u l l y  i n  Growling! Dear 
Readers.".  

Following numerous brews of c o f f e e ,  two bods s l i t h e r e d  i n t o  t h e i r  c o l d  clammy 
w e t s u i t s ,  always t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  of d i v i n g !  Chafing on t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  sand and 
g r a v e l  t h a t  always somehow manages t o  c r e e p  i n t o  t h i n g s ,  they  e n t e r e d  t h e  Mainl ine  
sump. The sump i s  sha l low and low roofed wi th  an  i n i t i a l  a i r s p a c e  which becomes a  
r o o f - s n i f f  b e f o r e  i t  f i n a l l y  d i s a p p e a r s  a l t o g e t h e r .  S i n c e  i t ' s  a  downstream sump I 
was fol lowed by my own cloud of s i l t  which reduced v i s i b i l i t y  t o  a b s o l u t e  ze ro .  ( A  
c h i l l i n g  p rospec t !  Ed). Though sha l low,  t h e  sump i s  wide and I groped about  from 
s i d e  t o  s i d e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f i n d  a  channe l  w i t h  more room. My back mounted a i r t a n k  
became i n t i m a t e  w i t h  t h e  r o o f .  About t e n  met res  from t h e  a i r s p a c e  I was becoming 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  sandwiched. The f low of wa te r  was s t i l l  t h e r e  b u t  c l e a r e d  t h e  
v i s i b i l i t y  o n l y  g r a d u a l l y .  My chances  of s e e i n g  a  change i n  passage  d i r e c t i o n  o r  a n  
a i r s p a c e  were n i l  and squeezing f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h i s  sump was n o t  on ly  s i l l y  b u t  
dangerous .  I p ivo ted  around and f e l t  my way ou t .  A f t e r  a  few met res  of heading 
upst ream,  I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  my l i n e  r e e l  i n  f r o n t  of my f a c e .  

I r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  who s h i v e r e d  acknowledgement and then d i v e s t e d  myself of 
t h e  a i r t a n k s  t o  a l l o w  a  b e t t e r  look  around t h e  sump "chamber". I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e v e a l e d  a  deep pool  beyond a  "squeeze-type" upstream f o r k  passage.  Th is  appeared 
t o  be a  t h i r d  Mainl ine  sump wi th  upwel l ing water.  Dragging a i r t a n k s  i n t o  t h e r e  was 
devoid of any p l e a s u r e .  

I k i t t e d  up w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  and dived down a  s t eep-ang led ,  f a i r l y  c l e a r  tube t o  a  
s c u l p t u r e d  c o n s t r i c t i o n  where t h e  wa te r  streamed through q u i t e  r a p i d l y .  The sound 
produced by t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  . Beyond t h i s  c o n s t r i c t i o n  t h e  
passage  opened o u t  a t  a  dep th  o f  seven met res .  R e - s i l t i n g  and a  jamming l i n e r e e l  
slowed m e  somewhat, however, I found an  ascend ing  s l o p e  heading i n t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  wa te r  flow. I fol lowed t h i s  up l o s i n g  s i g h t  of t h e  f l o o r  and w a l l s  and thus  
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  u n t i l  I s u r f a c e d  i n  a n  a i r b e l l .  A low a i r  supp ly  and f r e e z i n g  c o l d  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r c e d  me t o  head back from t h i s  p o i n t .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t  I was probably  
v e r y  c l o s e  t o  s u r f a c i n g  i n  t h e  downstream Mainl ine  sump. The two seem q u i t e  c l o s e .  
It w i l l  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  j u s t  how c l o s e  when and i f  a  su rvey  i s  e v e r  done. I 
s u r f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  l i n e  wrapped around my f i r s t - s t a g e .  Cold i s  t h e  enemy of p a t i e n c e  
(and e f f i c i e n c y ) !  

The whole t r i p  was a  f i z z e r  i n  terms of t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of a  k i l o m e t r e  more 
passage  j u s t  w a i t i n g  t o  be found. On t h e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e  we d i d  make t h e  whole 
Growling S w a l l e t  system 7m deeper  (361111 t o t a l ) !  We a l s o  found a  t h i r d  sump which 
connec t s  t h e  Main l ine  s t ream w i t h  Dreamtime sump and v i r t u a l l y  r u l e d  o u t  t h e  
p r o s p e c t  of f i n d i n g  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r  by d i v i n g .  Anyone a t t e m p t i n g  t o  push Dreamtime 
sump under p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  would have t o  be a  l u n a t i c !  

We f o r c e d  macaroni cheese  and v e g i e s  w i t h  blackbean sauce  (what happened t o  t h e  
j e l l y  b e a n s ? ? ?  - ex-Ed.) through c h a t t e r i n g  t e e t h  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  through 
Mainl ine .  Numb bodies  g rop ing  i n  t h e  mists of stovesmoke t h a t  c r e a t e d  a  s u r r e a l  
l andscape .  Rolan pushed a  s i d e l e a d  n e a r  t h e  I c e  Tube j u n c t i o n  and r e p o r t e d  back on 
two hundred met res  of g r o t  which t e rmina ted  i n  a  10m p i t c h  over look ing  t h e  
r e m i n i s c e n t  second l a s t  p i t c h  i n  I c e  Tube, o r  p o s s i b l y  something e l s e  a g a i n ? ?  We 
crawled o u t  of Growling a t  abou t  3am a f t e r  t e n  hours  underground. Not a  superhard  
t r i p  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  weight  of our  packs.  We passed through t h e  ANM g a t e s  a t  abou t  
7am Sunday morning much t o  N o e l ' s  s u r p r i s e .  

Nick Hume 
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You know t h o s e  l i g h t w e i g h t ,  b r i g h t l y  co loured  and g e n e r a l l y  gimmicky k a r a b i n e r s  
t h a t  a r e  f o r  s a l e  t h e s e  days?  Well, they make e x c e l l e n t  sack  h a u l  k r a b s ,  k e y r i n g s  
and a c c e s s o r y  c l i p s  b u t  n e v e r ,  r e p e a t  n e v e r ,  use  them i n  l o a d  b e a r i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  
e i t h e r  cav ing ,  c l imbing  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  Not ice  t h e  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e  betwen t h e  
two shown above? No i t  i s  n o t  a n  improvement nor  a  new d e s i g n  f e a t u r e . . .  John S a l t  
was us ing  t h i s  type  of k r a b  on a  f o o t  mounted Jumar i n  h i s  rope-walking r i g  when i t  
f a i l e d .  Th is  was most l i k e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of bad l o a d i n g ,  p o s s i b l y  wi th  t h e  g a t e  
open. Whatever, i t  c e r t a i n l y  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  weakness of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  So i f  you 
a r e  tempted t o  use  your hau l  sack  k r a b  on t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  because  you 've  run  o u t  of 
r e a l  k a r a b i n e r s ,  then  t h i n k  a g a i n .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  t h e  s o r t  of p l a c e  from where a  
r e s c u e  / exhumation would be t h e  most d i f f i c u l t .  Thanks John f o r  t h e  e n l i g h t e n i n g  
demons t ra t ion  of such a  d a r k  p r o s p e c t .  

To e l i m i n a t e  any u n s c i e n t i f i c  b i a s  from t h i s  a r t i c l e  I c o n s t a n t l y  and p e r s o n a l l y  
shock load  one of t h e s e  k a r a b i n e r s  w i t h  my c a r  keys  and a s  y e t  i t  h a s  n o t  f a i l e d  nor  
s u f f e r e d  any n o t i c a b l e  deformat ion!  

Nick Hume 

( NOTE : 

It  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e  a p p l i e d  by one of John S a l t ' s  l e g s  was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
b reak  t h e  k a r a b i n e r  i n  q u e s t i o n  even w i t h  t h e  g a t e  open o r  even s ide - load ing  t h e  
k rab .  I f  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e  we ought  t o  h a r n e s s  t h a t  power t o  a  t u r b i n e !  I t  i s  more 
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  k r a b  s u f f e r e d  some p r i o r  damage which was n o t  a p p a r e n t  as  any 
n o t i c e a b l e  deformat ion.  Because i t  i s  hard  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  your r inky-dink 
a c c e s s o r y  k r a b  t h a t  f a l l s  t o  the f l o o r  a s  you l o o s e  your temper wi th  your rope  pack,  
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r whatever ,  i s  100% a s  s t r o n g  a s  t h e  manufacturer  c la ims  everyt ime you u s e  i t ,  i t  
most impor tan t  t h a t  you heed t h e  warning above. I n  s h o r t  t h e  s a f e t y  margin i s  

too smal l  on such an  i tem. These k a r a b i n e r s  a r e  des igned f o r  extreme a i d  c l imbing  
dhere  weight i s  c r i t i c a l  and where they a r e  o n l y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  one body weight .  
ihould a p o i n t  of a i d  f a i l  i t  i s  t h e  dynamic rope  which absorbs  t h e  impact f o r c e .  
~ ~ s i n p  s t a t i c  ropes  such a s  we do i n  caves  i s  a s k i n g  f o r  i t .  The problem w i t h  t h e s e  
~ r a b s  i n  a i d  c l imbing s i t u a t i o n s  i s  t h e  crowding you g e t  w i t h  two f i f i  hooks and a 
becond krab  a l l  on the  one k rab  t h a t ' s  c l i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  a i d .  Alan Wari ld ,  however, 
does use t h e s e  k rabs  f o r  r e d i r e c t i o n s  on h i s  l i g h t w e i g h t  s o l o  t r i p s .  - Ed.) 



PAGE 9 SPELEO SPIEL NO. 218 
JULY, 1986 40th ANNUAL DINNEB - SEPTEMBER 26 

TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 40th ANNIVERSARY DINNER - 
This may not be the 40th Annual Dinner but it is the dinner of the 40th year, so 

- we won't quibble. A venue has now been decided upon by the committee and a date 
set, so here it is... 

THE PLACE: THE CELLAR 

13 Cromwell St, Battery Point. 

THE DATE: Friday 26th September, 1986 

THE TIME: 7.00pm for 8.00pm Dinner. 

THE COST: $18 per person. 

THE MENU: Cost covers a 3-course meal with a choice for each course as follows: 

Soup : Cream of Celery 
Vegetable Consomme 

Main Course: Roast Sirloin of Beef Madeira 
Fresh Trevalla with White Wine Sauce 
Bullotine of Turkey 

Dessert: Selection from the Sweets Trolley including 
Hazelnut Torte and Strawberries Romanoff. 

Coffee is Complimentary. 

Wine is available by the carafe for $5.50 and beer by the jug is $5.00. 

We will have the restaurant to ourselves. There is a dance floor and music for 
those in need of some exercise to settle the stomach. 

DON'T MISS THIS GASTRONOMIC EXTRAVAGANZA! Pew cavers make it to 40 still going 
strong, let alone caving clubs. fact is thg& this is Australia's first. Forty 
years of anything is a big deal srb don't mis* the big deal of your caving career, be 
a devil anyway, even if you haven't been underground for a while, you'll feel at 5 

home at The Cellar. 

- . 
RSVP (as soon as possible): Trevor Wailes 344862 (ah) 

COME TO THE 40th ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE TASMANIAN CAVERNEERING CLUB 




