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EDITORIAL 

Are you bogged down i n  the  usua l  win te r  boredom? Snowed under with  those l i t t l e  
domestic chores  t h a t  never g e t  done when d a y l i g h t  i s  a t  a premium? Do you j u s t  
f e s t e r  a t  home a t  weekends pre tending  t h a t  you ' r e  s t i l l  an a c t i v e  caver?  Well I 
guess  t h i s  year  you have an excuse. . .  Of course  you ' r e  keen but t he  o t h e r  members 
of t he  c l u b  a r e  a b i t  l e t h a r g i c  and won't come on your t r i p s .  Not s u r p r i s i n g  then 
they use t he  snow as an excuse - I would! This w in t e r  has seen the  h e a v i e s t  
snowfa l l s  i n  65 yea r s .  This h a s n ' t  de t e r ed  some TCC members though and t he re  i s  
s t i l l  an insurgence of t r i p  r e p o r t s  i n t o  my f i l e .  So i f  w in t e r  has  turned you i n t o  
an armchair- in-front-of- the-f i re  cave r ,  then have we go t  a S p i e l  f o r  you! 

S tephen Bunton 

SPIEL BIT2 

By now you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  Speleo S p i e l  i s  s p o r t i n g  a new cover .  The cover photo 
of t he  en t r ance  p i t c h  of Holocaust was taken by Andrew Briggs on t he  day the  cave 
was surveyed. A map of Holocaust appears  i n  t h i s  bumper Ida Bay i s s u e .  

Do you look l i k e  an o l d  man a f t e r  any caving t r i p ?  Mud i n  your h a i r  t u rn s  i t  grey 
with  a complexion t c  match. John S a l t  has  long had the  answer t o  looking o ld  and 
bor ing  wi th  h i s  multi-coloured ha i rdo .  Now P h i l l  H i l l  has  followed s u i t  o r  trumped 
wi th  a s u i t  of a d i f f e r e n t  co lour .  He's s p o r t i n g  red r ac ing  s t r i p e s  t h i s  win te r .  
No TCC i s n ' t  a punk caving c lub  bu t  we do have f i v e  f l avou r  h a i r s t y l e s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
we d i d  have u n t i l  John S a l t  y e t  aga in  se t  a t rend  by shaving most of i t  o f f ,  except  
a b i t  f o r e  and a f t .  John ' s  lucky  t o  have t he  op t i on  of h a i r  o r  n o t ,  some of us 
donf  t have t h a t  choice!  
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The l a t e s t  Aus t r a l i an  Caver has an a r t i c l e  on Bol t ing  i n  Caves by Alan Warild 
which has a  few p o i n t e r s  f o r  the  t e c h n i c a l l y  and mechanically i n e p t .  There i s  a l s o  
a  l i s t  of new b o l t s  which appeared i n  the  wa l l s  of our Tasmanian caves a s  a  r e s u l t  
of h i s  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  t he  Holiday Isle. The t rend  throughout t he  r e s t  of t h e  world 
i s  t o  remove hangers from t h e  b o l t  c a s ings  dur ing  der igg ing  but  i n  Tasmania t h i s  i s  
no t  t h e  case .  Each b o l t  anchor remains decorated with  a n  ugly r u s t i n g  hanger t he  
longevi ty  of which i s  s u b j e c t  t o  doubt ,  a s  i s  i t s  s a f e t y  dur ing  t he  i n t e r im .  The 
problem wi th  Tasmanian caves  with  t h e i r  n o t  too pure l imestone and t he  mud forming 
from t h e  interbedded crudrock i s  t he  main reason f o r  l e av ing  something i n  t h e  
ca s ings  t o  keep t h e  f i l t h  o u t ,  namely a  hanger though t h i s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t he  
be s t  s o l u t i o n .  A 1  sugges t s  removing t h e  hanger and on subsequent v i s i t s  t ak ing  
along a  spark  plug c l e a n e r  t o  g e t  t he  gunge ou t .  He sugges t s  t h a t  i f  people  knew 
where t o  pu t  b o l t s ,  they would a l s o  know where t o  f i n d  them again!  

The "Beaut i fu l"  c a r toon  i n  t he  l a s t  S p i e l  was t h e  product  of a  Pommy f r i e n d  of 
mine Chr i s  Senior  of Lancas te r  Univers i ty  Spe l eo log i ca l  Soc ie ty .  It  i s  one of twelve 
h i l a r i o u s  ca r toons  which g race  t he  1986 ca l ende r  he produced f o r  LUSS. I met Chr i s  
i n  Spain l a s t  year  and i f  you ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what f ou r  Aussies g o t  up t o  l a s t  year  
dur ing  t h a t  t r i p ,  t h e r e  i s  an exped i t i on  r e p o r t  f o r  T re sv i so  85 i n  a  r e c e n t  BCRA 
Caves and Caving. The l a t e s t  i s s u e  rece ived  by t h e  L iba r i an  acknowledges t h e i r  
r e c e i p t  of Speleo S p e i l .  So i f  your i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what t h e  Poms th ink  of us read 
Caves and Caving. There a r e  a l s o  r e p o r t s  of t he  Aus t r a l i an  f i n d s  i n  Mexico bu t  if 
y o u ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i nd ing  o u t  what Nick Hume and I g o t  up t o ,  o r  down t o ,  more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  I ' v e  brought my s l i d e s  down with me from Sydney. So wi th  a  l i t t l e  
p r e s su re  I could perhaps be persuaded t o  g ive  a  sl ideshow. 

For those of you n o t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  Martyn Carnes '  c o l o u r f u l  and somewhat decadent 
p r i v a t e  l i f e  a  l i t t l e  i n s i g h t  was gained r e c e n t l y  when he and h i s  band f ea tu r ed  on 
92 FM i n  an amateurs '  s p e c i a l  evening,  recorded l i v e  from Winston's.  For those  who 
s t i l l  c a n ' t  imagine Martyn a s  t he  a r t y  o r  muso type I a s s u r e  you they were very good 
- and we have t h e  tape  t o  prove i t . .  . . 

The same t r u s t y  computer t h a t  c ranks  o u t  t h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n  has r e c e n t l y  
been doing overtime! Not on ly  has t h e  s c r een  been aglow with verbage of t h i s  n a t u r e  
b u t  S t u a r t  Nicholas has  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  been imput t ing survey d a t a  i n t o  the  SMAPS 
programme. So f a r  he has en t e r ed  a l l  t h e  d a t a  f o r  Nine Rd, Growling Swa l l e t  and 
Se rend ip i t y  s u r f a c e  and underground surveys.  I t  i s  now p o s s i b l e  t o  p r i n t  o u t  maps 
of u s e f u l  s c a l e  t h a t  show no t  only t he se  caves bu t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  one 
ano the r  . 

The EAT-A-THON t o  c e l e b r a t e  40 y e a r s  of TCC and Caving Clubs i n  A u s t r a l i a  happens 
a t  The C e l l a r ,  13 Cromwell S t ,  Ba t t e ry  Poin t  on 26th September 1986 s t a r t i n g  a t  
7.3Q. Please  l e t  Trevor Wailes (344-862) know i f  you i n t end  t o  a t t e n d  and h e ' l l  
a t t e n d  t o  t h e  mat te r .  

S t u a r t  Nicholas (283-054) s t i l l  has two copies  of t he  A u s t r a l i a n  Kars t  Index 1985 
f o r  s a l e  a t  $25.50 each. 
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A RECENT TRIP TO I D A  BAY PRODUCED TWO PREVIOUSLY UNDISCOVERED CAVES OF VERTICAL 
NATURE, THAT WERE EXPLORED AND NUMBERED. 

DATE: Sometime i n  February? Ed. 

PRESENT: Martyn Carnes,  Chr i s  Davies,  P e t r i n a  Quinn,  J ~ h n  S a l t  and Trevor Wailes. 

I B  98 : COMET POT 

Follow the  new Ex i t  Track ( S k i n n e r ' s  Track) from the  quarry u n t i l  a  b lue ,  yel low,  
blue taped tree i s  encountered,  perhaps 400m. The t r a c k  on t h e  r i g h t  l e a d s  down 
L i t t l e  Grunt v a l l e y  and I B  98 i s  t h e  second s i g n i f i c a n t  do l ine .  The t a g  i s  above a  
b l i nd  drop of about  13m. Severa l  o t h e r  en t r ances  below an i l l d e f i n e d  c l i f f  f a c e  a l l  
l ead  t o  a  7m climb i n t o  a  chamber wi th  s e v e r a l  l e ads .  One i s  y e t  ano ther  en t r ance  
and one i s  a  v e r t i c a l  squeeze t h a t  j o i n s  with  the  obvious rou te .  A s t e e p l y  
descending walking s i z e  passage s p i r a l s  down t o  a  3m cl imb i n t o  a  chamber. The way 

t 

on was excavated and s t i l l  remains t i g h t  and awkward. The squeeze l e a d s  through to  
a  r i f t  wi th  a  5m greasy drop t o  a  base j u s t  b ig  enough f o r  two people. From here  
t he  cave becomes narrower a s  a  p h r e a t i c  tube with  a  narrow vadose t rench  running 2 ~ r  
t o  a  c o n s t r i c t i o n .  This  was hammered a t  i n  the  hope of breaking through i n t o  the  
d r a f t i n g  r i f t  wi th  an es t imated  20m drop. This squeeze would have t o  be en te red  
f e e t  f i r s t  wi th  p o t e n t i a l l y  no foo tho lds  and a l o t  of a i r  below. With no roDe we 
l e f t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  another  ons laught .  

(The cave has s i n c e  been surveyed and t he  p i t c h  i s  approximatelv 50m. Ed 

For ty  metres  down v a l l e y  o u t  t h e  d o l i n e  of I B  98  i s  I B  99.  This a r e a  i s  c i a s s i c  
Kars t  d o l i n e  a f t e r  do l i ne  i n  most d i r e c t i o n s .  I B  99 had been en t e r ed  before .  4n 
obvious en t r ance  l e a d s  t o  a  chamber wi th  a  climb down t o  a  l a r g e r  chamber w i t h  man\ 
l e ads .  One l e a d s  downwards i n  a  s p i r a l l i n g  r i f t  t o  a  p i t c h  of 18m. The p i t c h  opens 
i n t o  a  l a r g e  chamber be fo re  dropping down a  c l a s s i c  "pot" .  A s h o r t  passage e n t e r s  
t he  chamber. Breakdown l i t t e r s  t h e  f l o o r  and on ly  one con t inua t i on  appears  
f e a s i b l e ,  i f  no t  lunacy. The ho l e  i s  body s i z e  v e r t i c a l l y  through breakdown and 
drops 5m t o  an unseen f l o o r .  This  ho l e  looks very i n v i t i n g  CO the  i n q u i s i t i v e .  
From the  o t h e r  s i d e  i t  looks l i k e  t he  most s t u p i d  s i t u a t i o n  you'd ever  put yourse l f  
i n t o ,  however i t  does lead  t o  t o  a l a r g e  chamber 10m by 20m. Xost ongoing l e a d s  a r e  
choked wi th  t a l u s  bu t  a 5m awkward drop looked t o  be t he  lowest  p o i n t  i n  the  cave. 
Lack of a v a i l a b l e  rope prevented us from descending t h i s  drop. 

This  "hole-thing" i s  q u i t e  n a s t y  upon r e t u r n .  A metre and a  h a l f  of nothing f o r  
f oo tho lds  bu t  l oose  rock,  which i f  i t  moved, would br ing  the  p lace  down. With both 
hands above t he  head t o  sqeeze through and the  i n t e r m i t t e n t  rock r o l l i n g  i n  t o  
embrace you, f e e t  k ick ing  despe ra t e ly  a t  no th ing  and a  high p r o b a b i l i t y  of 
f r e e - f l i g h t ,  you must proceed inch  by inch .  With he lp  I go t  ou t .  The remaining 
lead below could be worth another  v i s i t  bu t  n o t  by me! 

Trevor Wailes 
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I D A  BAY BASH 

7th June - Martyn Carnes and Nick Hume 

A day of exp lor ing  sou th  of Comet Po t ,  o f f  t he  b lue  taped t r a c k ,  revea led  p l en ty  
of d o l i n e s ,  b l u f f s  and j u s t  p l a i n  s h a f t s .  We red-taped t h e  e x t e n t  of our  wanderings 
checking above and below t h e  gene ra l  contour  l e v e l  of Comet Pot.  Desp i te  a good look 
a t  the  numerous f e a t u r e s ,  none of them went anywhere, nor  was t h e r e  any d r a f t  i n  
them t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they were p a r t  of a master cave which may ( o r  may n o t )  d r a i n  
the va l l ey .  

Arthur r e p o r t s  a l a r g e  d o l i n e  i n  t h e  base of t h e  v a l l e y  some 20 minutes walk b 
Comet Pot.  This  would be below t h e  a r e a  t h a t  Martyn and I looked a t .  I t  would 
probably be worth looking a t  t h i s  and then cont inu ing  down t o  t h e  "Ex i t  p l a i n s "  
check f o r  t h e  resurgence caves  purported t o  e x i s t  t he r e .  O r  r a t h e r  i t  might be 
something worth doing i f  you a r e  despera te !  

Nick Hume 

elow 

t o  



CAVE NTJMBERIBG "POLICY" AT IDh BAY 

.L xne Late 1568's e a r l y  i978' S, cave  numbering i n  Tasmania was 
jndertaKen ov the t h r e e  major c a v e r n e e r i n g  g r o u p s .  Humbers were i s s u e d  i n  
I n s e t  uf ive  g r o u p s  of L$@,  and a l i o c a t e d  as f o l l o w s :  Tasmanian Cavernee r ing  
c L@@. T !, Northern  Branch) 101 - 288, and S o u t h e r n  Caving 

h + s l e t v  281 300 This  a c c o u n t s  f o r  what h a s  seemed t o  be a n  apparent .  
anomaiy In t h e  numbering a t  Ida Bay { o r  Pfarble H i i i ) ,  where t o  d a t e  i n  t h e  

u r r e n t  " A u s t r a l  i a n  Kars t  index" t h e  n u m b r e d  s i t e s  r u n  from 1 t o  21, t h e n  
rrom 281 onwards. In  e a r l y  1984, t h e  a u t h o r  t o o k  o v e r  c a v e  numbering a t  
Marble H i l l  i n  e a r n e s t .  t o i f o w i n g  on f rom number "21" w i t h  IB 22 ("Con 
~ ~ a v e " ~  t h e n  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  n u m r i c a l  sequence  and a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l o c a t e  o t h e r  
~ r e v i o u s i v  numbered l o c a t i o n s .  

Sone of t h e  S.C.  S. d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e i r  IB 201 - 300 number 
l i lOLat , ion  e i t h e r  had no number tag p h y s i c a l l y  a f f i x e d  a t  a n  e n t r a n c e  o r  
were unrecorded .  Such c a v e s  t h a t  were found have been renumbered i n  t h e  
8;urrent s e r i e s  and where known, r e f e r e n c e  is made t o  t h e i r  former  number. 
I'hose c a v e s  w i t h  pub1 i s h e d  s u r v e y s  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  "200" series 
number :Some of t h e s e  i n c l u d i n g  nos .  281 - 205 have n o t  been found ( Q u a r r y  
d u s t ? ? , .  though ; P  2@2 (ASF P a t )  is still v i s i b l e ,  exposed i n  t h e  lower face 
o2 t h e  p r e s e n t  # B e n d e r s '  ) q u a r r y  l 

10 d a t e ,  number-tagged s i t e s  a r e  t h o s e  of c a v e  e n t r a n c e s .  The iirst 
a t t a c n e d  lower number J t a g s  were of ten n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  ~ r e f  i xed  w i t h  an  
engraved " IB" in, g e n e r a l ,  numbering h a s  adhered  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  outi.lned 
by Peter Mathews i n  t h e  " A u s t r a l i a n  Karst Index - 1985'' f o l l c w i n g  A u s t r a i l a n  
S p e l e o l o g i c a l  F e d e r a t i o n  s t a n a a r d s .  Tagged s i tes  I n  t h e  Marble 3 i i i  r e y l o n  
have been numbered according t o  t h e  f o l i o w i n g  z u l d e i i n e s :  

an  e x p l o r e d  e n t r a n c e  or  f e a t u r e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  ot a i z e ;  deemed a s  navlng 
s p e ~ e o l o g i c a l  o r  r e l a t e d  interest: 

5 8 an :Ine:cpiored e n t r a n c e  sr f e a t u r e  w i t h  s p e l e o l o g i c a i  i n t e r e s t ;  

, I : ;  a cave  or k a r s t  s i t e ,  a t  which z p e l e o l o g i s t s  or bushwalkers  e t c .  c o u l d  
encoun te r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e i t h e r  by a n  a c c i d e n t a l  s l i p  o r  f a l l  a t  o r  i n t o  t h e  
s i t e ,  and, o r  c o n c e i v a b l y  a s i t e  not  be ing  f r e e - c l i m b a b l e  from wi thou t  some 
mechanical  a i d  (Ladder  o r  SRT e tc .  1 ;  

! d )  q e n e r a l l y  where s e v e r a l  e n t r a n c e s  e x i s t  c l o s e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  o r  i n  t h e  
same d o l i n e ,  u v a l a  o r  c o l l a p s e  f e a t u r e ,  o n l y  one e n t r a n c e  has  been numbered 
e i t h e r  be ing  t h a t  f l r s t  s e e n  o r  a x p l o r e d  o r  t n e  most o b v i o u s  from f i r s t  
approach,  e. g. , ~f accessed from u p h i i  l - would be t h e  upper  e n t r a n c e .  

:n this Marble H i l i :  Lune S u g a r l o a f  r e g i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  numerous c a v e s  
and e n t r a n c e s  wi thou t  numbers, some were found i n  t h e  l a t e  1968' S/ e a r l y  
187@'s and o t h e r s  more r e c e n t l y .  In g e n e r a l ,  where t h e y  have e i t h e r  been 
re-vlslted or reported i n  s u m  way and/ o r  rated a s  hav ing  s p e l e o l o g i c a l  
interest, s x h  s i t e s  have been g i v e n  a n  IB-X "number", though n o t  a c t u a l l y  
p h y s i z a ~ ; ~  numbered o r  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a g g e d  wi th  f i a g g i n g  t a p e  o r  a b l a z e  on a 
nearbv tree e t c  Some cave  l o c a t i o n s  are oniv now j u s t  coming t o  l i g h t  
througk, c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  e x - c a v e r s ,  bur;hwalker:s, loggers, quarrymen and 
even S % k p e r s o n c e l  that have been in t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Loca l  and 
interstate c a v e r s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  area a r e  encouraged t o  p h y s i c a l l y  number tag  
new d i s c o v z r i e s ,  o r  ir no t ,  t h e n  t o  mark e n t r a n c e s  with f l a g ~ i n g  t a p e  e t c .  
and  repor t  f i n d s ,  r h e i r  l o c a t i o n  and a c c e s s  d e t a i l s .  T h i s  a l s o  a p p l i e s  f o r  
k a r s t  s i t e s  a s  w e l l  
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Other t han  cave e n t r a n c e s ,  t h e  on ly  k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  nuarbered a t  Ida 
Bay are d o l i n e s ,  u s u a l l y  where a cave ha s  a l s o  be seen o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  
There are numerous o t h e r  k a r s t  f e a t u r e 6  i n  t h e  Marble H i l l  r eg ion  i nc lud ing  
k a r s t  b r i d g e s  o r  a r ches ,  t r e n c h e s  and minature  "towers" i n  a r e a s  of s e v e r e  
k a r s t  e r o s i o n  and s t r o n g  j o i n t i n g .  There are alss some s-11 l o c a l i s e d  a r e a s  
f e a t u r i n g  development of rock  pendants  i n  overhangs and f l u t e d  k a r s t  
" sp i r e s "  , p l u s  s u r f a c e  s o l u t i o n  f e a t u r e s  such  as  f l u t e s ,  r u n n e l s  and 
" r i l l en -ka r r en" .  There are solme hydro log ica l  f e a t u r e s  no t  nurabered ye t  
i nc lud ing  a n  impressive s w a l l e t  i n  a d o l e r i t e  choke bes ide  t h e  c o n t a c t  a long  
t h e  Hobbit Hole t r a c k ,  west from ( t h e  o l d )  Blayneys Quarry. 

To d a t e  (l4/7/' 861, t h e  list of  numbered c a v e s  a t  Ida Bay ex t ends  
from IB 1 (Revela t ion  Cave) t o  IB 104 (G io t t o  P o t ) ,  p l u s  numbers IB  282 (??l 
211, 212, 213, and 224. There are a l s o  a t  least f i v e  known r e p o r t e d  caves 
with 13-X "n\u~bers" .  Seve ra l  p r ev ious ly  listed IB-X numbered sites have now 
been p h y s i c a l l y  tagged and i n  such  i n s t a n c e s  t h e i r  former a s s i g n a t i o n  is 
included i n  updated c h e c k l i s t s  t h a t  fo l low.  A l l  known and numbered caves 
w i l l  be l i s t e d  and desc r ibed  i n  forth-coming "Speleo-Spiels" i n  groups  of 
twenty o r  more as s p a c e  o r  e d i t o r  permi t s ,  as well as  a n  accompanyting 
article on access t r a c k s  etc. 

AB UPDATED LIST OF THE IDA BAY CAVES 

IB-1. . . (Reve la t ion  Cave) : Two e n t r a n c e s ;  lower ( f i r s t  exp lored)  one has 
t a g  on LEE wal l ;  tagged en t r ance  becomes a s w a l l e t  a f t e r  heavy r a i n .  Cave 
descends s t e e p l y  wi th  two s h o r t  d rops  and one 1 8 m  p i t c h ;  upper ( c o l l a p s e )  
e n t r a n c e  e n t e r s  cave on to  rubbled  s l o p e  l e ad ing  up from L% of one of t h e  
s h o r t  drops.  Depth surveyed t o  125 metres. Approx. 25 minutes  walk W S W  of 
Mystery Creek Cave and accessed  o f f  Hobbit Hole t r a c k  from Blaney ' s  Quarry. 

IB-2,3. . (Loons Cave) : Outflow cave with smll s t ream;  approx. 1 . 2  km. of 
muddy passage;  some format ion,  i n c l u d i n g  l a r g e  column e s t ima ted  a t  15 t o  18 
mtres h igh  i n  one of s e v e r a l  l a r g e  wet s h a f t s ;  appea r s  t o  have a n  . upper 
l e v e l  (??); some p l a n t  l i f e ;  two en t r ances ,  lower e f f l u x  (IB-2) o f t e n  
f looded,  upper v e r t i c a l  (IB-3) - 271n p i t c h .  Accessed off South Lune Road . , . .  
two minutes walk t o  IB-2. 

IB-4,5, & 6. . . (Bradley-Chesternran Cave l Avenue Junc t  i s n  Cave3 : Outflow 
cave with  small s t ream;  t h r e e  e n t r a n c e s  numbered i n  upstream d i r e c t i o n .  
Reportedly p o l l u t e d  i n  l a t e  1960's. Lacated 15% mat res  s o u t h  of Loons Cave 
and downhil l  from p re sen t  quar ry .  Accassed of f  South Lune Road 20 t o  30 
metres be fo re  qua r ry  road  t u r n  off near o l d  mines dept .  bore ho le  s i t e .  
BEWARE - obvious car parking s i te  has a sump r ippf* d r i l l  ho l e  c a s i n g  
protuding.  

1%-7 . . .  {Lop; - R i f t )  [Formerly 18-X81: Spec t acu l a r  twin  e n t r a n c e s  below c l i f f  
l i n e  (conter;ct> 150 metres  east of Kini  J h r t i n ,  under large l o g  ruan ing  f u l l  
l eng th  of r i f t ;  a s t r eams ink  t a k i n g  cons ida rab l e  water; issues s t r o n g  
draught  and some fog.  Ent rances  downbill i n  r i f t  below number tag which is 
at base of c l i f f .  RHS en t r ance  is mud aed mulch rasp t o  6 m  ladder pi tch  t o  
pool under water t r i c k l e  30m below number t a g ,  stream s i n k s  fata g r a v e l  
f l o o r ,  drop6 steeply i n t o  o t h e r  shaft fron l e f t ;  LHS entrance steep over  
boulder5 etc. i n t o  choked shaf t  wi th  m i s t  and fog, dangerously 1001166 but  
cou ld  be excavated.  S t i l l  h a s  p o t e n t i a l .  Estimated d e p t h  60 metres. Accessed 
east o f f  Kokoda T r a i l ,  no r th  up g u l l y  from Big Tree  Pot  track or  30 t o  40 
metres  west of Milk Run (IB 38). 
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TB-8. . . (Mini Mart in)  : Lies  i n  3,5m x 15m long f i s s u r e  below c o n t a c t ;  s h a f t  
connect ion t o  Ex i t  Cave ( IE-i4j; t h r e e  p i t c h e s  of 110m, 3 0 m  and 30m with 
s t e e p  descen t  i n t o  Ex i t  Cave upstream from r o c k f a l l  s e c t i o n ;  t o t a l  dep th  220 
metres.  Skyhook Pot (IB-341 connec ts  i n t o  western end of Mini-Martin f i s s u r e  
system. #inl-Mart in  is accessed  from t h e  west v i a  Kokoda T r a i l  (2 hours  p l u s  
o r  from t h e  e a s t  v i a  Big Tree Pot t r a c k  (45 - 50 minutes  from Benders Quarry 
t hen  5 minutes west and u p h i l l  p a s t  tree with f o u r  b lue  t a p e s .  ) 

IB-Q.. . (Big Tree P o t ) :  Two e n t r a n c e s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  obscure  a t  base of s h o r t  
b lu f f  near  c o n t a c t ,  approx. 80 t o  100 metres e a s t  of Wini Martin and 58 t o  
78 metres  w e s t  of 13-7; whole cave e s s e n t i a l l y  v e r t i c a l  wi th  seven p i t c h e s  
s t acked  on t o p  of each  o t h e r  - 26m, l4m, ism, 14m, 4m, 90m, and gm; approx. 
50 metres of h o r i z o n t a l  passage a t  bottom with sma l l  stream. Some prospec t s  
f o r  a d ig ;  r e p o r t s  of draught  a t  base. Tota l  dep th  190 netres. Access v i a  
r e d  taped  P o r r i t t - C l a r k e  t r a c k  from mid way a long  t h e  E x i t  (Skinner)  t r a c k ,  
45 minutes walking t ime with  g e a r  from Benders Quarry. 

IB-10.. . (Mystery Creek Cave [Entrance Cavel > : Large in f low cave s u b j e c t  t o  
f looding ;  ex t ends  400 metres p l u s  i n t o  Marble H i l l ;  t h r e e  l e v e l s  of cave 
with  numerous s i d e  passages  - upper l e v e l  ha s  connec t ion  t o  s u r f a c e  with  
v e r t i c a l  sys tem v i a  Midnight Hole, main streamway l e v e l  has  e x c e l l e n t  
glow-worm d i s p l a y ,  lower l e v e l  wi th  s t r e a m  dye traced i n t o  Exi t  Cave v i a  
impenetrable  (??l  sump; good format ion  inc lud ing  l a r g e  broken column and 
r a r e l y  v i s i t e d  chamber with  s t r a w s ,  most f lowstone d i s p l a y s  i nco rpo ra t e  
decades  of v i s i t o r s '  mud; good educa t i ona l  cave whose morphology i nc ludes ,  
w a t e r f a l l s ,  vadose canyon passages ,  phrea t  ic t ubes ,  numerous avens ,  rock 
pendants  e tc .  Accessed from p re sen t  quar ry  road v i a  o l d  tramway (now a 
muddied p i p e l i n e  r o u t e ) ,  p a s t  t h e  N .  P. W .  S. Bushwalkers r e g i s t r a t i o n  booth,  
i n t o  ( o l d ) . B l a y n e y l s  quar ry ,  t hen  east into f o r e s t  and down t o  s t reamsink .  
C30 minutes from c a r  park a t  road1 

IB-11 . . .  (Midnight Hole) :  V e r t i c a l  connec t ion  t o  Wystery Creek Cave v i a  
Matchbox Squeeze; s i x  p i t c h e s  - 21m, 12m, 37m, h, 34a and 49m; t o t a l  depth 
t o  s t r eam l e v e l  i n  IE-10 is 203 metres;  most e y e b o l t s  above p i t c h e s  d a t e  
from o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  wi th  l adde r s ,  some p i t c h e s  r e q u i r e  rope p r o t e c t i o n  
f o r  SRT, e x t r a  b o l t  r e c e n t l y  p laced  i n t o  LHS wal l  of f i s s u r e  above t h i r d  
p i t c h .  Access e a s t  of Blayneys Quarry,  t hen  u p h i l l  p a s t  survey  peg, through 
log  jam and stee? c l imb up Marble H i l l  fo l lowing  o l d  cab l ed  l o g  haulage run.  

I E- 12. . . (Un--named Hole i : Located a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  south-west of Midnight 
Hole; 'entrance a t  c o n t a c t  under overhang of Permian mudstone; t h r e e  p i t c h e s  
- 5m, 251x1 and 5m, with t o t a l  dep th  of 37 metres;  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  be ing  "a w e t  
and scungy. . . . v e r t i c a l  sewer". Access a s  f o r  IB-11. 

IB-13 . . .  (Chockstone P o t ) :  Located w e s t  from Blayneys Quarry and sou th  w e s t  
from IB-i5 (??) .  Pothole  with  an  impressive en t r ance ,  s i t u a t e d  m t h e  
c o n t a c t ;  s t e e p  s l o p e  with  loose  t a l u s  and muddy scree; blocked a t  base of 
s l o p e  a t  dep th  of 24 metres.  Not r e - l oca t ed  s i n c e  o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and 
d i g s  of l a t e  l%@' S .  Or ig ina l  a c c e s s  from Hoonlight Ridge - H t .  La Ferouse 
walking t r a c k ;  assumed t o  be acces sab l e  feom e i t h e r  Bobbit Hole ( IB-151 o r  
Revelat ion Cave t r a c k s  west from Blayneys Quarry.  

IB-14.. . ( E x i t  Cave):  i a r g e  ou t f low cave s u b j e c t  t o  f l o o d i n g  due l a r g e i y  t o  
backwater from D'en t recas teaux  River ,  which f lows through lower r eaches  of 
cave;  approx,  17 km. ~f passage,  though no survey  update  s i n c e  1972, (seven 
more known passages  t o t a l  i i n g  approx. 1.5 km. , not  shown on c u r r e n t  map) ; 
l a r g e  chambers and s t r eam passage; glow-worm d i s p l a y  r a t e d  best i n  A u s t r a l i a  



PAGE 

Exi t  Cave has f i v e  k n w n  numbered a n d  surveyed en t r ances :  three v e r t i c a i  - 
I -  220m1, IB-34 1283m>, and 18-87' 18m); two h o r i z o n t a l  - IB-14 and 13-86; 
h igh ly  decora ted  cave p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  upper l e v e l s  arid some s ide  passages  - 
abundant d i s p l a y s  of gypsum a s  "f lowers" ,  needles ,  h a i r s  and "cotton-wool" 
ba l l s ;  b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  fo rmat ions  such a s  moonmilk i n  vary ing  c o l o u r s  from 
w h i t e  through ochre  t o  p ink ;  a r a g o n i t e  format ion and h e l i c t i t e  growth; 
s e v e r a l  l a r g e  a r e a s  of c a l c i f i e d  mud; renown f o r  speleothems such a s  
pendulums and l a r g e  s t a l a c t i t e s ;  a v a r i e t y  of cave fauna i nc lud ing  anasp ides  
shr imps,  f l a t  worms, m i l l i p e d e s  and ma te r i a l  washed i n ,  i nc lud ing  f r o g s ,  
r o d e n t s  and the remains of a n  e x t i n c t  mcropod  - t h e  l a t t e r  three i n  
passages  beyond the Grand F i s su re ;  one i s o t o p i c  d a t e  has put  age of cave 
format ion a t  g r e a t e r  than  400,800 yea r s .  R e s t r i c t e d  Access Cave. Permi t s  and 
key f o r  ga t ed  e n t r a n c e  obtainable through N. P .  W .  S. Accessed e i t h e r  from 
Catamaran Road a c c r o s s  the p l a i n s  o r  from Benders Quar ry  v i a  t h e  Skinner  
track, (bo th  r o u t e s  t a k i n g  approx. 1 hour f rom c a r s , .  

iB-15 . . .  (Hobbit Hole): Located ' J S W  of B laneys  Quarry as  a log-choked 
s t reamsink  a t  base of s t e e p  s i d e d  g u l l y  near c o n t a c t ;  number t a g  not  v i s i b l e  
from outside - l oca t ed  on LHS wali i n  en t r ance  chamber below log  choke; 5m 
free c l imb and 5 m  handl ine  t o  series of five very wet p i t c h e s  ( r e q u i r i n g  
rebelays for SRT) - 4Bm, then  t i g h t  jagged o v e r s u i t  r i p p i n g  f i s s u r e  i n t o  5m 
s p i r a l l i n g  p i t c h ,  t hen  20m, 3@m and 6 m  t o  s e r p e n t i n i n g  sandy f i o o r e d  s t ream 
passage;  streamway narrows a f t e r  10 - 12 metres  with no d i s ce rnab l e  d raught ;  
one unexplored lead  i n  N7W' d i r e c t i o n  of f  Hobbit Hal l  above 6 m  p i t c h  - appea r s  
to descend t o  another streamway, w i t h  d raught ;  t o t a l  exp lored  depth surveyed 
t o  i l 8  metres. Access a long  taped  t r a c k  t o  west from Blaneys  qua r ry  near 
s t a r t  of Moonlight Ridge t r a c k  - up do l ined  s u l l y  t o  v a l l e y  head; 15 minutes 
trom the quar ry .  

LB-16. . . ({In-named ho le  : Located 5 minutes  w e s t  from Blaneys Quarry, 4d 
metres s o u t h  and uphill from Con Cave (13-221; ad j acen t  t o  i n t e r e s t i n g  k a r s t  
a r e a  - thoush t  t o  be above Conference Concourse; 5ra en t r ance  p i t c h  i n  sail 
and tree r o o t s  on s l o p i n g  side of d o l i n e ,  l e a d s  t o  smll muddy streamway 
with  no p rospec t s ;  number t a g  on wali of r i f t  2 t o  3 metres s o u t h  of cave 
en t r ance .  Access a s  above. 

13-17 . . .  (Un-named h o l e ) :  Located i n  Western Creek area; small d r y  
h o r i z o n t a l  cave with a r epo r t ed  passage length of 60 netres. Bot r e l o c a t e d  
s i n c e  i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  of e a r l y  19763's. Access v i a  Moonlight Ridge t r a c k  
from Blaney' s Quarry, heading s o u t h  down taped  t r a c k  towards Western Creek 
from two b lazed  trees on t o p  of r i d g e .  

IB-18 . . .  (Western Creek Swailetl: Located i n  prominent  g u l i y  t o  west of 
Rarble H i l l  on sou the rn  s i de  of connecting r idge l ead ing  t o  Moonlight F la t s .  
A s  a s t reamsink  near head of g u l l y ;  exp lored  in l a t e  1960's t o  choked soak 
som i5 metres In  from s t r e a n s i n k ;  narrow upper l e v e l  d r y  bypass on LHS 
d i scovered  i n  1983; draught ing  passage l e a d s  t o  38 metres of stream passage 
below t h e  choked soak t hen  a w e t  10m p i t c h ,  io l lowed bp a wet te r  28m p i t c h  
below a s i i p p e r y  s h u t e ;  t e rmina t e s  i n  a large breakdown chamber with  t a i u s  
p i l e  28 t o  25m h igh  up to roof,  stream appears t o  d r a i n  through near  base of 
t a l u s  p i l e  i n t o  a narrow f i s s u r e .  Dye placed i n t o  the soak d u r i n g  o r i g i n a l  
e x p l o r a t i o n  was t r a c e d  i n t c  E x i t  Cave, where minute d r a p l e t s  of f l u o r o s x ? i n  
were observed on the  cave roof i n  t h e  Labyr in th  area.  Accessed v i a  
Koonlight Kidgei !ft. La Perouse  traca from Bianey' S Quarry, t hen  south 
dawnbil l  a long t a p e d  t rack from two blazed trees on f l a t  of r i dge  38 n i n u t e s  

up from qua r ry ;  t o t a l  walking t r ne  from quar ry  45 - 50 minutes,  from cars 
another  20 minutes - v e r y  s t eep  walk from quar ry  with  gea r  pack!! 
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IB-19 . . .  (Un-named p o t h o l e , :  Repor ted ly  e a s t  f rom Western Creek S w a l l e t ;  
no t  s e e n  s i n c e  o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  l a t e  1968 ' s ;  a p o t h o l e  w i t h  two 
e n t r a n c e s  and a 10m p i t c h  l e a d i n g  t o  s e v e r a l  small passages .  Access as  f o r  
I E- 18. 

IE-28 . . .  tThun J u n c t i o n  Cave) :  Located u p h i l l  and n o r t h - e a s t  of TB- l8  
(Western Lreek S w a l l e t i  ; originally e x p l o r e d  u s i n g  S R T  i n  mid 1 9 7 0 ' s ;  a  
s t r e a m s i n k  i n  w e t  weather ;  f u n n e l  shaped e n t r a n c e  d r o p s  s t e e p l y  down narrow 
passage on muddy s l o p e  t o  e a s y  2m c l imb;  I n t o  wider 10 - 12 metre  h l g h  s t e e p  
i n c l i n e d  s t r e a m  passage  over  b o u l d e r s  t o  f u r t h e r  2m c l i m b  down and 7m p i t c h ,  
i n t o  280m p l u s  g e n t l y  i n c l i n e d  benched passage a v e r a g i n g  1 t o  2m h igh  ( o f t e n  
on ly  c r a w l a b l e ) ,  t h e n  I n t o  r i f t  and 3m d r o p  t o  a  f l o o r ;  " c a r e f u l  chimneying 
b r i n g s  one down t o  t h e  nead of t h e  b i g  p i t c h ,  . . . . . . .  l imes tone  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
is very  i n t e r b e d d e d  and r o t t e n . " ;  two p i t c h e s  40m and 24m; l a r g e  1 5 m  high 
chamber between p i t c h e s  wi th  f lows tone  choking head of t h e  24m p . ;  narrow 
passage f o r  f u r t h e r  100 met res ,  becomes t o o  t i g h t  " . . . . . e x c e p t  f o r  s m a l l  
determined c a v e r s " . ;  e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  120 met res ,  l e n g t h  488 metres  p l u s .  
Access a s  f o r  IB-18, 88 t o  98  minutes  walk from c a r s .  

IEi-21 . . .  CUn-named c a v e ) :  Located c l o s e  t o  and e a s t  of iB-2@; s h o r t  cave  
wi th  12m e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  t o  s l o p i n g  d i r t  f l o o r  and s e v e r a i  s h o r t  i n c l i n e d  
passages;  no t  s e e n  s i n c e  1 9 7 8 ' s ,  though a  cave of s l m i l a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  wi th  f l a g g i n g  t a p e  a t  e n t r a n c e .  Access a s  f o r  iB-18 
and IB-28. 

IB-22, . . (Con Cave - [Formerly IB-X71,: Located 4 t o  T mlnutes  west o r  
B l a n e y ' s  Q u a r r y  a t  base  of l a r g e  l o g - f i l l e d  d o l i n e ;  a r a i n s  d o i l n e  g u i l y  T G  

west which r u n s  b e s i d e  d o l e r i t e  c o n t a c t :  water  assumed t o  u r a l n  l n t o  Zxit 
Cave i n  r e g i o n  of Conference Concourse;  e n t r a n c e s  unde r  l a r g e  b l o c k s  of 
l imes tone  below s h o r t  c l i f f s  i n  d o l i n e ;  f r e e  c i rmb th rough  t a i u s  and 2x1 d r o p  
t o  s t r e a m  bed: duck-under th rough  c a s c a d e s  t o  c l imbable  r i f t  t o  9m p l t c h ;  
l a r g e  chamber wi th  g e n t l y  I n c l i n e d  s t reambed f o r  approx.  50 met res  and 
s e v e r a i  s i d e  passages ;  f u r t h e r  8 m  p i t c h  t o  sandy f l o o r e d  chamber wl th  
f u r t h e r  s i d e  p a s s a g e s ;  l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t  excep t  f o r  A l f r e d  Nobel, f u r t h e r  
swill chamber can  be s e e n  2 m e t r e s  below. Access t rom Blayney ' s  Q u a r r y  and 
a l o n g  Hobbit Hole t r a c k .  

iB-23 . . .  ( L i t t l e  G r u n t ) :  Located 18 minu tes  downhi l l  from E x i t  t r a c k  beiow 
IB-2?i;  e n t r a n c e  a t  base of s h o r t  c l i f f  a t  bottom of s t e e p  s i d e d  d o l i n e ;  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a d r y  v e r t i c a l  cave w i t h  n i n e  p i t c h e s  s t a c k e d  on t o p  of each 
o t h e r  - 10m, 22m, 30m, 18x1. 5m, 12m, Bm, 4m and 15m; t o t a l  d e p t h  approx. 120 
metres; e n t r p  t o  lower p i t c h e s  ve ry  t i g h t ;  much o l d  f o s s i l  fo rmat ion  - w i t h  
a b r a s i v e  c o r a l l i n e  growth, knee pads  a n  advan tage ;  a  cave f o r  t h i n  pe rsons .  
Access from Benders Quar ry ,  f i v e  minu tes  a l o n g  S k i n n e r  t r a c k  t o  E x i t ,  t h e n  
j u s r  p a s t  IB-211  and d o w r ~ h i l l  f o l l o w i n g  r e d  t a p e d  t r a c k .  

18-24 . . .  ( H a n ~ - a b o u t  Hole) :  Located 20 t o  25 metres downhi l l  from IB-27 
(Chicken Bone P o t , .  40 met res  below c o n t a c t  c l i f f ;  twin  e n t r a n c e s  t o  s t e e p  
s l o p i n g  d i r t  f l o o r ,  needs  h a n d l i n e  o r  l a d d e r  f o r  e n t r y  - l e a d s  t o  s t e e p e r  
loose  f l o o r e d  passage:  t h e n  t h r e e  p i t c h e s  - 23m, 28m and 30m; water  e n t e r s  
i n t o  lower p i t c h ;  i n t o  cobbled streamway passage w i t h  l a r g e  aven; t e r m i n a t e s  
a f t e r  approx.  48 met res  wi th  streamway narrowing; p o s s i b l e  bypass passage 
above streamwav i n  f i n a l  chamber not  e x p l o r e d ;  t a t a l  d e p t h  93 metres. Access 
u p h i l l  f o r  l@ minutes  from Skinner  t r a c k  near  obv ious  l imes tone  k n o l l  - 2 5  
f f i inu~es  i n  from t luarrv  o r  a l o n g  t o  end 02 ye l low t a p e d  "Nat iona i  Ga l le ry"  
t r a c k  f o l l o w i n g  c o n t a c t  c l i f f  - 25 t o  30 minutes  ~ r o m  benders  Quar ry .  
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