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EDITORIAL 

Whilst  s a f e t y  i s  of t h e  utmost importance i n  caving and i s  a commodity which 
cannot be comprimised the re  i s  a consequence of our endeavours which needs t o  be 
considered and s i m i l a r l y  i t  too,  should not  be comprimised. Conservation of caves 

- is  j u s t  a s  important because i t  con t r ibu te s  t o  the q u a l i t y  of caving experiences i n  
the  immediate f u t u r e  and longterm. 

Again, during r ecen t  times we have seen the  s p e c t r e  of b o l t i n g  i n  caves r e a r  i t s  
ugly head. Not the  i s s u e  of b o l t s  versus non-bolting, f o r  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  I am i n  
favour of the  l imi t ed  use of b o l t s  bu t  the  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  of p r o l i f e r a t i o n  and poor 
placement of b o l t s .  The argument f o r  s a f e t y  i n  caves can j u s t i f y  t he  use of b o l t s  
bu t  i t  cannot excuse the abuse of t h i s  p r a c t i s e .  Many c lub  members a r e  openly 
c r i t i c a l  of t he  a t tempts  of o t h e r s  t o  r i g  caves,  both using b o l t s  o r  o t h e r  belays 
and t h i s  has prompted me t o  a t tempt  t o  p lace  such d i scuss ion  i n  perspec t ive .  

The phenomenon of c r i t i c i s m  provides a c lue  t o  many a cave r ' s  motives. Some 
people do go ego-caving (most do a t  some s t a g e )  but  the  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  "we could have 
r igged the cave b e t t e r "  i s  moot i f  t he  r igg ing  i s  n o t  l i f e - th rea t en ing .  I would 
expect  experienced cavers  t o  be a b l e  t o  r i g  b e t t e r  than novices ,  s i m i l a r l y  I accep t  
t h a t  novices need t o  l e a r n  somewhere and i n  t h i s  regard t o  l ea rn ing  t o  p lace  b o l t s ,  
any old sc rap  of l imestone i s  t he  place. A wal l  of t he  Junee Quarry is  i n f i n i t e l y  
b e t t e r  than a t  the  head of a p i t c h  i n  a cave, where the  l i ke l ihood  of s tuf f ing-up  
the  b e s t  b o l t  placement, with a poorly s e t  b o l t ,  i s  q u i t e  high. 

Using the  b e s t  placement c e r t a i n l y  makes caving e a s i e r  and more e f f i c i e n t  bu t  no t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  s a f e r ,  The s a f e t y  a spec t  of p lac ing  a b o l t  may be only an excuse f o r  
o t h e r  motives such a s  convenience, speed and a d e s i r e  t o  demonstrate our  f i n e s s e .  
Sure i t  i s  e a s i e r  and more fash ionable  t o  cave with 9mm rope, su re  t h i s  r equ i r e s  
more a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  i n  r i gg ing  and su re  i t  inc reases  the  p a r t y ' s  speed but  
t hese  can a l l  be a s p e c t s  of ego-caving. Curren t ly  t he re  seems t o  be an a r t i f i c i a l  
need t o  cave quick ly  and e f f i c i e n t l y  with the  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on times of access  t o  
caving a reas .  The only r e a l  need f o r  speed o r  fancy r igg ing  i n  the  name of s a f e t y  
i s  when i t  prevents  hypothermia. 



S r E L E O  SPIEL NO. 221  
OCTOBER, 1986 

PAGE 2 

To use s a f e t y  a s  an excuse f o r  b o l t i n g  and thereby j u s t i f y  the  consequent ia l  
degradat ion of caves,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t he  tops of p i t ches  which have been s a f e l y  
rigged f o r  years  without these  metal v i sua l -po l lu t an t s  i s  t o  ignore some very 
p e r t i n e n t  i s sues .  When p lac ing  b o l t s  we need t o  th ink  about conserva t ion ,  why we go 
caving and the  q u a l i t y  of our f u t u r e  caving experience. 

Stephen Bunton 

UNDERGROUND NEWS AND VIEWS 

A r e c e n t  e d i t i o n  of NSS News had a  comment by J i m  Smith, American SRT guru of 
Europe and Mexico fame, t h a t  " . . .Austral ian r igg ing  was the  s a f e s t  and most 
imaginative he had ever  seen." 

There 's  A Tavern In  The Town and a s  of the  f i r s t  Wednesday of next  month TCC 
meetings w i l l  be held there .  Trevor has negot ia ted  with the  management of t he  
Wheatsheaf Hotel f o r  the  use of t h e i r  ou t  the  back meeting room f o r  f u t u r e  c lub  
meetings. The f i r s t  meeting w i l l  be t he  5 t h  of November a t  8.00pm. Be There! 

Mike and Chris Edwards hosted a  BBQ t o  c e l e b r a t e  Show Day and a  number of TCC 
members braved the  elements t o  a t tend .  Discussions were held a s  t o  what cons t i t ued  
appropr i a t e  d re s s  f o r  t he  occassion.  Mike's known f o r  h i s  canoeing s k i l l s  and a  
spray deck and bouyancy v e s t  would have been i n  order .  Most made do with umbrellas,  

- 
some wore parkas though Himalayan windsui t s  would no t  have been ou t  of order  nor 
would a  snorke l  and f l i p p e r s  bu t  aga in  our Pres ident  showed the  way. Trevor ' s ,  
Travers '  Trog S u i t  S t o l e  the show. 

The summer loopy season i s  nigh upon us and prepara t ions  a r e  being made f o r  the  
i n f l u x  of t o u r i s t s ,  bushwalkers, g reen ie s  and cavers .  Hopefully t he  i n f l u x  won't 
l i t e r a l l y  mean people s t a r t  f a l l i n g  down caves bu t  j u s t  i n  case  the  Search and 
Rescue Squad a r e  gearing up f o r  t h a t  eventuat ion.  There w i l l  be a  S&R e x e r c i s e  a t  
Mole Creek on the  Weekend of the  6 th  and 7th of December and a S&R Liason Meeting on 
Thursday 11th  December. 

Nettlebed has y e t  aga in  a s se r t ed  i t s e l f  a s  the  deepes t  cave i n  New Zealand and the  
Southern Hemisphere. The r ecen t  discovery of an upper en t rance  on the  s lopes  of M t  
Arthur makes the  cave approximately 867m deep. This a l s o  makes i t  the  world 's  
second deepes t  through-tr ip  a f t e r  Sistema Badalona i n  Spain. The f i r s t  through-tr ip  
by Wellington Cavers took 2 4  hours and involved an underground camp. 

Following the  r e p o r t  which appeared i n  The Mercury about Machete Pot a Mr 
W .G.Valentine presented the  c lub  with a  h i s t o r i c  photograph which he i n h e r i t e d  from 
the  e s t a t e  of h i s  l a t e  f a t h e r  Mr William D. Valentine. The photo which f e a t u r e s  h i s  
f a t h e r  was taken about 1905-8 and shows a  l a r g e  group of men with walking canes and 
hand l a n t e r n s  s tanding  around i n  the  f o r e s t .  I t  seems most l i k e l y  they were on a  
caving expedi t ion  t o  somewhere but  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a r e  n o t  ava i l ab l e .  
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Like most p laces  t h a t  secure  a  bulk booking, The Ce l l a r  seemed t o  make a  k i l l i n g  
on such an occasion. TCC j u s t  happened t o  be the  unfor tuna tes  t h a t  pu t  up wi th  
i n f l a t e d  bar  p r i c e s  and consumed a main course of such meagre proport ions t h a t  the  
a r e a  of c l ean  p l a t e  exceeded t h a t  covered by a  t a s t y  meat morsel and a  few very 
p l a i n  vegetables .  The d e s s e r t s  on the  o the r  hand were q u i t e  e x c e l l e n t  and some 
lucky nomads secured about t h r e e  a s  t he  t r o l l e y  made i t s  rounds. Nick Hume with h i s  
enigmatic  s t y l e  managed the  s u b t l e s t  of i n s u l t s  by escaping f o r  a  pizza between 
courses  but  r e a l l y  i t  wasn't  t he  food t h a t  prompted us t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  auspic ious  
occasion,  nor can the  two d i l i g e n t  organizers  Trevor Wailes and Doug Turner be held 
respons ib le .  In  f a c t  we should thank them s i n c e r l y  f o r  t h e i r  o rgan iza t iona l  
e f f o r t s .  

The Dinner was j u s t  a  g r e a t  excuse f o r  a  g e t  toge ther  of TCC members old and new. 
There were numerous o r i g i n a l  members and nea r ly  a  f u l l  cont ingent  of c u r r e n t l y  
a c t i v e  members who looked s u r p r i s i n g l y  well-groomed. John S a l t  s t o l e  the  show with 
a  spiky ha i rdo  t h a t  s e t  a  few pacemakers f i b r i l l a t i n g .  Max J e f f r i e s  and Anne Annan 
represented  the  Maydena cont ingent .  The only lobby group t h a t  appeared t o  be 
missing was the  cavers  of the  e a r l y  Sevent ies  and t h e i r  t a l e s  of ep i c  exp lo ra t ion  i n  
Khazadum e t c  were a  sad l o s s  from the  evenings enter tainment .  Frank S a l t  s t a r t e d  
proceedings with a  t a l e  of the  s t ages  a  cavers  development from "young puppy" 
through " t i g e r "  t o  "cave d iver"  and eventua l ly  re t i rement .  Frank Brown ta lked  about 
e a r l y  c lub  t r i p s ,  what i t  was l i k e  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  Hastings by publ ic  t r anspor t  and 
second grade d i r t  roads,  the f i r s t  c lub  discovery of Christmas Cave a s  an  ex tens ion  
o f f  Newdegate Cave (Hastings Tour i s t  Cave). Arthur Clarke presented Frank Brown with 
h i s  Machete Pot ,  machete and Frank Hassler  who l o s t  i t  added e x t r a  colour  t o  the 
s to ry .  The Mercury was the re  t o  record the  event  and subsequently a  s t o r y  appeared 
i n  t he  popular press .  F i n a l l y  Steve Bunton ta lked  about documentation of 
achievements and the  changes t h a t  have occurred i n  r ecen t  times but  d e s p i t e  these  
the  adventure remains the  same. 

Af te r  these formal proceedings we were f r e e  t o  i n spec t  the  var ious  c o l l e c t i o n s  of 
photographs n e a t l y  displayed i n  peoples personal  albums. I n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  of 
J e s sy  Luckman wife  of the  l a t e  Leo Luckman documented thoroughly t h e i r  involvement 
i n  the  club.  Pa t  Wessing to ld  t a l e s  of how the  f i r s t  Hastings Tr ip  was he ld  up when 
an  echidna burrowed i n t o  the road and how he r  e l d e s t  daughter ce l eb ra t ed  her  twe l f th  
b i r thday  i n  Christmas Cave. 

Tasmania has long been a t  t he  f o r e f r o n t  of cave discovery i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  i t  i s  
s t i l l  the  only p lace  where o r i g i n a l  exp lo ra t ion  occurs  with r e g u l a r i t y .  Due t o  t he  
ded ica t ion  of some contemporary members TCC i s  s t i l l  a t  t he  f o r e f r o n t  of t h i s  a spec t  
of speleology. I t  may be merely a coincidence t h a t  t he  o l d e s t  c lub  i n  Aus t r a l i a  i s  
s t i l l  t he  most p r o l i f i c  i n  i t s  output .  The h i g h l i g h t  of t he  d inner  was the  
r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  t he  c u r r e n t  t rend i s  j u s t  a  cont inua t ion  of a t r a d i t i o n  and t h a t  
t he  c l u b  i s  s teeped i n  a  h i s t o r y  of achievement which spans n o t  only seve ra l  
genera t ions  but  a l s o  many changes i n  technology. The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t he  Tasmanian 
Caverneering Club took on a  new dimension i n  terms of A u s t r a l i a ' s  Caving Heri tage.  
Hopefully i t  w i l l  cont inue a s  an a c t i v e  and v i b r a n t  e n t i t y  i n  years  t o  come. 

S tephen Bunton 
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CHEYNE RANGE ; "So t h i s  i s  what r e t i r e d  cavers  g e t  up to!" 

30th May 1986 

Present :  S te fan  Eberhard, Leigh Douglas and Nick Hume 

A l a r g e  s inkhole-depression e x i s t s  on the  western s lopes  of the  Cheyne Range 
somewhat no r th  of the  M t  Gel1 summit. I t  i s  very d i s t i n c t i v e  on a e r i a l  photos of 
the reg ion  s ince  i t  i s  a  c l e a r  a r ea  of possibly 112 square k i lomet re  amidst dense 
semi-alpine f o r e s t .  Kiernan and Brown repor ted  some dolomite outcropping here  
during a  b r i e f  v i s i t  i n  1977. As the  s i t e  i s  reasonably a c c e s s i b l e  and has some 
depth p o t e n t i a l  we were in sp i r ed  t o  check i t  o u t  f o r  cave development. 

A boggy access  road from the  Lye11 Highway brought us t o  wi th in  a  few k i lomet res  
of the  f ea tu re .  From the  end of the  road we reasonably e a s i l y  followed a compass 
bearing,  taping a s  we went. Af te r  an  hours exe r t i on  we emerged a t  t he  southern end 
of the  c l e a r  a r ea  thanks t o  S t e f a n ' s  e x c e l l e n t  navigat ion.  

The depression was a  r e f r e sh ing  change from t h e  c laus t rophobia  of the  f o r e s t .  A 
stream descending from the  mountainside r an  through a  f i e l d  of a l p i n e  g ra s ses  t o  
s ink  i n  one of a  s e r i e s  of co l l apses  a t  t he  nor thern  end of the  depression.  The 
s e r i e s  r ep re sen t s  var ious  genera t ions  of s w a l l e t s  f o r  the  l o c a l  dra inage ,  
un fo r tuna te ly  none of them were e n t e r a b l e  due t o  r ecen t  co l l apses .  

Outcrops of dolomite looked hopeful so  we decided t o  head downslope from the  
nor thern  end of t he  depress ion  t o  determine the  v e r t i c a l  e x t e n t  of t he  s t r u c t u r e  and 
look f o r  a resurgence stream from the  lower con tac t .  We taped over t he  headwall .. 
then s t e e p l y  downhill  t o  some s i z a b l e  b l u f f s  covered i n  d i s t i n c t i v e  r i l l e n k a r r e n .  
From t h i s  vantage po in t  we could s e e  some massive c l i f f s  on the  h i l l s  on the  opps i t e  
s i d e  of t he  Alma River v a l l e y  which with a  b i t  of wishful1 thinking looked 
k a r s t l i k e ,  though they were probably only q u a r t z i t e .  

Lower s t i l l  we encountered a  stream a t  a  po in t  about 250 metres below the  l e v e l  of 
the depression.  It was paved i n  f o s s i l i f e r o u s  ( F e n e s t e l l a )  s h a l e  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  
t he  basa l  ma te r i a l  south of t he  depression.  The water coursed around a  s e r i e s  of 
dolomite b l u f f s  t h a t  i nd ica t ed  a  d e f i n i t e  con tac t  a t  t h i s  s p o t  a t  l e a s t .  We 
f.ollowed upstream but  found no resurgence which was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  s i n c e  t h e  
south-north d i p  of t he  dolomite bedding, evidenced i n  t he  b l u f f s ,  tends t o  suggest  
t h a t  t h e  resurgence would be f u r t h e r  no r th  than we were. Indeed most of t he  
dolomite seems t o  be on the  nor thern  s i d e  of the  depress ion ,  though t o  what e x t e n t ,  
we never i nves t iga t ed .  

This  t r i p  was i n t e r e s t i n g  enough though i t  tends t o  make one suspic ious  of a l l  
minor outcropping a r e a s  of dolomite. I t  would probably be worth another  a t tempt  t o  
t r a c e  t h e  drainage of the  depression a s  wel l  a s  cover the  a r ea  t o  f u r t h e r  nor th .  
Rosebery cavers  a r e  turn ing  up holes  on a  neighbouring h i l l ,  so anything i s  
poss ib le !  

Nick Hume 
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Caving i n  the  Wild West : Dubbil B a r r i l  and Bubs H i l l  

29th - 30th June 1986 

Present :  S te fan  Eberhard and Nick Hume 

An old-timer i n  Strahan: "...caves?...mmm, n o t  seen any caves up i n  them p a r t s .  ... haarwk, spitooey...". Amused bu t  n o t  much e d i f i e d  by t h i s ,  S te fan  and I headed 
o f f  a long the  King River road t o  Rinadena, Dubbil B a r r i l  and o the r  p e c u l i a r l y  named 
p a r t s  hopefu l ly  t o  round up a few "kars t s" .  The r i v e r  road was wet and r u t t e d  
c r e a t i n g  bow waves from the  c a r  more reminiscent  of a 4WD d r i v i n g  excursion but  
S t e f ' s  subaru handled the  condi t ions  extremely well .  

Pas t  a museum piece  of a br idge  on the  King River ,  a s ignposted g a t e  announced 
t h a t  "Greenies W i l l  Be Shot". S te fan  and I both d r ink  Cascade Blue so we decided i t  
was . sa fe  t o  cont inue.  Up switchbacks, over makeshift  b r idges ,  outwashes and you 
name i t s  t o  a p lace  t h a t  can only be descr ibed a s  ad j acen t  t o  the  lower West Coast 
Range. Buttongrass p l a i n s  and q u a r t z i t e  rock d o n ' t  g ive  o f f  t he  s o r t  of v ibes  you 
expect  from caving a r e a s ,  however, t he re  was l i t t l e  op t ion  a t  t h a t  s t age  but  t o  
p e r s i s t .  We negot ia ted  some 250 metres of v e r t i c a l  r e l i e f  and precocious scrub t o  a 
r iverbed  t o t a l l y  devoid of l imestone - the  geo-maps were wrong! Even our own a e r i a l  
photographs were misleading a s  we discovered t h a t  apparent  k a r s t  f e a t u r e  were, i n  
r e a l i t y ,  gorges and outposted rock towers. Wherever the  l imestone may be 
hiding-out,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  no t  a s  ex t ens ive  nor a c c e s s i b l e  a s  var ious  r e p o r t s  tend 
t o  i nd ica t e .  

Writing the  whole th ing  o f f  a s  a f a r c e ,  we r e t r e a t e d  t o  the  Bubs H i l l  quarry f o r  a 
c h i l l y  overn ight  s t ay .  So c h i l l y  i n  f a c t  t h a t  t he  t e n t s  s o l i d i f i e d  under a 
cent imet re  of rime so t h a t  t he  next  morning the  f l a p s  had t o  be opened up l i k e  a 
convent ional  door! A l a t e  s t a r t  t o  the  day ' s  proceedings was p red ic t ab le  and I did 
my b e s t  t o  encourage genera l  apathy but  S tefan  stormed o f f  towards the  h i l l  anyway. 

The lower s lopes  of Bubs H i l l  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  from var ious  Mines Dept t r a n s e c t s  of f  
t h e  Queenstown powerline. Dolines and small  s h a f t s  abound, many i s su ing  the  
promising gu rg le s  of a stream, though most of these  flowed through f i s s u r e s  too 
narrow t o  fol low very f a r .  We downclimbed one en t rance  i n t o  some reasonably 
spacious passage a t  t he  end of which S te fan  pushed some ab ras ive  vadose canyon i n  
p u r s u i t  of a d r a f t .  He emerged i n  a 3m x3m stream passage and explored var ious  
meanders t o  su r f ace  a t  another  en t rance  some 100 metres away. The cave cont inues i n  
a low passage with a promise of a good drenching. We found more b l ind  s h a f t s  r i g h t  
up t o  t he  q u a r t z i t e  capping of t he  s u m m i t .  

Generally the  a r e a  has poor cave development, though the re  i s  a 30m - 40m s h a f t  i n  
one of the  cave shouldering the  Raglan Range. Some minor h o r i z o n t a l  caves a r e  known 
i n  the  dry r iverbed  d i s e c t i n g  the  h i l l  from the  range,  aga in  these  a r e  f a i r l y  
minor. There i s  over 200 metres of r e l i e f  i n  the  l imestone,  so t h e r e  is  some 
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a deep system i f  a b i t  of work is put  i n t o  explora t ion .  Apart from 
the  t h r e e  hour d r i v e  from Hobart the  a r e a  i s  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  and i s  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  the  Humdrum of Ida Bay and the  F lorent fne .  

Nick Hume 
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L B z 2 5  tYode1lers Pot): ~ocated 15 metres downhill in gully from lower 
S numbered) entrance of Revelation Cave (18-11, entrance to cave surrounded 
by manfern and tree roots, cave takes most of the usual water flow in gully 
- aptly reported as " happiness is a wet hole"; entrance slope into aven 
then three pltches - 5 m ,  18m and 58m with short decorated horizontal section 
into tight rift and the Yodellers Pitch (38m), followed by a another 10m 
drop to a steep 18m cllmb down over talus to a streambed: downstream a 
jraughting rift narrows above streamway 3 metres below but requires "..work 
wlth a hammer to go further" Strong draught suggests prospects for thrn 
persons or masonry effort Depth of cave 118 metres plus estimated as with 
pitches in sketch map1 by known rope lengths. Accessed off Hobbit Hole 
track to ieft at survey peg "F", 28 - 25 minutes WSbJ from Blayneys Quarry. 

IB-26 . . .  (Hooks Hole): Located 88 metres south west from 18-22 doline on 
nor-eastern of a gullied uvala on side of a ridge; entrance as impressive drn 

lm r i f t  at base of short cliff - an obvious animal trap; 12m entrance 
pitch to fissure chamber floored with numerous marsupial bones and forest 
debris, upstream passage along decorated fossil streambed, below is €?m hand- 
line down to fissure r i f t  then 28 metres along to further 12m pitch against 
rough "coral-like" formation wall into large aven with connecting passages; 
(smooth-walled eastern side of this aven has small stream entering 15 metres 
above draining from IB-41 and 18-42]; numerous mammalian remains in side 
passages including potential archaeological "dig" site at base of "Fossil" 
aven, small streamway In sand crawlable for 38 to 40 metres with slight 
draught at downstream end. Access via yellow taped branch track to left from 
Hobbit Hole t~ack at survey peg "D", 19 minutes from <old) Blayneys Quarry. 

16-27 . . .  (Chicken Bone Pot): Located at western end of a 280 metre line of 
ckntact cliffs on southern side of Marble Hill west of present quarry and 15 
minutes south from "National Gallery" (IU-47) , just south of 18-64 and 28 
t,o 25 metres uphill from "Hang-about Hole" (16-24); entrance in jagged-edged 
fluted buttresses in contact c l i f f ,  24m entrance pitch to loose slope, 
requiring handline for downclimb past phreatic tube to next pitch - 32m; 
then squeeze through rlft ;nto large aven with echidna remains down rubble 
slope to next pitch from a bolt (14m) and further rubbled sloped avens and 
7m downclimb to mud floor: upclimb to further 8m pitch to mud floored avens 
and a sump following line of  contact c l i f f .  Depth approx. 125 metres from 
Grade 2 survey Accessed either along yeilow taped "National Gallery" track 
or uphili 5 to 19 minutes from obvious limestone knoll midway along Skinner 
track to "Exit Cave" - 36 minutes from Benders Quarry. 

IB-28. .(Gallurn's Grovel): Located 128 to 158 metres east of "Holocaust" 
(18-45) and 260 metres SSW uphill from eastern rim of Blayneys Quarry (i.e., 
Mystery Creek Cave side): two entrances in steep sided fern and log filled 
doline beside fault zone contact ( ??? l  and taking small stream soak, nlanber 
tag on wall above western entrance - a muddy shute to 18m pitch and 
downcllmb into large bell-shaped chamber with narrow rift connection to the 
other entrance series, second entrance under log :am through mulch rnto 
large mud- free chamber with massive dolerite boulders (some wobbly!!) and 
into small streamway, series of 4 dry pitches - longest being 15m - two of 
Lhem being free-cl~mbable with handline and %WO requiring protected ropes; 
tawer chamber drvides - one passage to streamway in tight f lssure, other 
downc l lmbs a mud Sank to gravel l y soak . Total depth estimated f roa sketch is 

to 8 O  metres Gccessed either uphrli from eastern side of Blayneys Quarry 
or f r m  red-taped vute left off Moonlrjht Ridge track and east past IB-45 
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18-29 . . .  (Smelly Cave):. iFclund during search for missing bushwalker and 
explored with Tasmanian Poiice S. & R . )  Located in Western Creek area 58 
metres downhill from Western Creek Swallet track, east of W.C.S. CIB-18) and 
148 to 15% metres south-west of Thun Junction (IB-29), 28m east of large 
cliff-lined doline with log bridge; 18m entrance pitch to sloping greasy mud 
floor requiring handline then bolt to next 12m pitch to chamber with rotting 
remains of wallaby carcass, sloping floor terminates in muddy soak. Access 
as above from Moonlight Ridge track (See 16-18 details) 1 h w r  ++ from road. 

16-38 . . .  (Un-named Cave): Located beside Moonlight Ridge walking track 7.5m 
north-east "South-West Wildlife Reserve" sign; narrow dry fissure cave 15 to 
20 metres long and approx. 8m deep with several short connecting passages. 
Access as above and 5 to 18 minutes walk up from Blayneys Quarry. 

18-31 . . .  [Formerly taqqed "X-1081"l - (Un-named Hole): Located 3 metres NE 
of "Kokoda Trail" on obv.ious saddle along K.T., 38 to 48 minutes uphill from 
Exit Cave (IE-14) and 180 to 150 metres south of Mini Martin (IB-8); 2m x 3m 
entrance to 6m shaft with lm wide ledge on SW side 1.6m down from top, shaft 
is 2m X 1.5m wide below ledge. Accessed either via Kokoda Trail up from Exit 
Cave or along new red-taped (Porritt-Clarkei route to Big Tree P (Ie-9) 
from Skinner's "Exit" track then west and south towards Mini- Martin 
following Kokoda Trail down to saddle. 

IB- 32... [Formerly taqwd "X-1882"l - fun-named Hole): Located on uphill 
side of Kokoda Trail, 1 metre from track and 15 metres south of tree with 
four blue tapes, approx. 12 metres downhill from IB-34; triangular entrance 
11m x 0.6m) at base of low c l i f f  opening into rift, drops 6m into fissure, 
then 3 m  into small chamber with numerous mammalian remains, notably echidnas 
and rodents. 4ccess as above. 

18-33 . . .  [Formerly tagqed "X-1683"l - (Not-Hachette-Pot): Located at base 
of 2 - 6m high cliff beside Kokoda Trail, 12 metres north of tree with fair 
blue tapes (16-8 jcn.1 and 15m around cliff line SW from Big Tree PotlIB-9); 
two entrances - number tag on LHS cliff wall beside obvious 21n X 9.8m 
"figure-8" shaped shaft with 12m pitch to mud floor and fissure side passage 
narrowing up towards 16-9, down free-climbable fissure to stream passage and 
base of 2nd shaft entrance 18m deep (3m SW of obvious entrance, this Im X 1m 
shaft is obscured by fallen logs and stinging nettles); from base of shafts 
into winding stream passage with decorative side chambers, & avens then 
several short drops where stream undercuts "fossil" gravel floor and a 
flattener leads into a crawling passage which narrows into a tight fissure; 
Access as above, 40 to 45 minutes from Benders Quarry via new track. 

18-34 . . .  [Formerly taqgod "X-1884"l - (Sky Hook Pot): Located 15 metres 
west and uphill from tree with four blue tapes and 28 to 25 metres downhill 
from and 17 metres vertically below Mini Martin (16-8): connects into Mini 
.@artin and Exit Cave systems; draughting l.Sm x lm entrance under a rock 
face at base of 1 metre diam. funnel shaped doline, five pitches - 14m, 28m, 
2Bm, bolt & 47m and llm - down to Om climb, then steep rubble slope lnto 
Exit Cave: total depth 283 metres; spectacular views of Mini tlartrn shaft 
shown to be 3% to 35 metres wide from 2nd and 3rd pitches. Gccess as above. 

I6-35.. (Coffee F'otf: Located 88 to 198 n~etres uphill from Skinner track 
above bluff after star: of yellow taped Milk Run IIB-38) branch track 188 
metres NE of 18-9, 49 to 58 metres below contact; dry cave with 2 prtches - 
15m and 35m with "expresso" coffee coloured flowstone walls and 13m handline 
slope below (Spiders and wetas abound) Depth 56 metres. Access via Ie-9 trk 
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18-36. CUn-named  hole^: Located east of Log Rift (IE-7) uphill from "Milk -- 

Run" area; relativeiy nnn-descrlpt large collapse shaft 1.5m x 2.5m wide and 
8m deep: has a few bunes, :and snails and decoration at base. Access as for 
18-7 and IB-38. 

IE-37 . . .  (Crud Pot>; Located 2.5 metres north of IE-38, north-east from Log 
Rift CIE-7) and Mini Martin [IB-81, entrance located 15 metres downhill from 
contact cliffs in 3m wide rift trending E-W; walk-in ramped entrance in 1.5m 
wide fissure climbing over talus down to stream passage, with side passage 
to large aven taking water from contact, 35 metres of stream passage then 
becomes a crawl and climb over blocks to 27m pitch, very wet with loose 
"crud" on walls, leads to further wet pitch (Gm! with tight entrance into 
chamber, horizontal "keyhole" shaped passage involves a "bridging-crawl" for 
1.5 metres, short downclimb, more crawling ending at gravel sump. Accessed 
off yellow taped "Log Rift-Plllk Run" track- from red-tape Big Tree Pot track. 

IB-38 . . .  (Milk Runi: Lucateti 25 to 38 metres north east of ramped entrance 
to Lug Rift iIB-7) and 25 metres south of 18-27, 49 metres downhill from 
contact cliffs; breathing entrance In) xlm at base of short bluff, ideal SRT 
cave requiring v .  few rope protectors and relatively dry with total of 10 
pitches and over 190 metres stream passage at the bottom; pitch details - 
"Pint Bottle" Cim, "The Churns" Gm, bolt with 5m, & 5m floored by loose 
rubble slopes and manageable by handline, "CheesesJ' 26m with traverse out to 
bolt, "The Separator" 48.5111 from bolt - lyrebird remains on floor, choice of 
two routes - LHS (wsst5 to "The CreamN 4m handline and bolted 32m pitch 
needing one prui-ectur near Sottom, EHS (east) past aven to "The Curds" wet 
and requiring protectian 9 m  and 35m wath ledges; horizontal passage "The 
Whey" drains both sides, unexplored lead from aven above drainage stream; 
cave passage continues west from "The Cream" through talus in fissure, into - 
cobbled phreatic passage with small stream to choke. Depth 208 metres, 
surveyed passage length 452 metres. kcess from yellow taped track off red 
taped Eig Tree Pot (13-9) track leavrng Skinner track midway to Exit Cave 
just past entrenched fault line gully. 49 mins. walk from Eenders Quarry. 

16-32 . . .  (Skeleton Pot): Located 1.5 metres west of Moonlight Ridge track on 
flat lying moss covered dissected bluff uphill from turn off to Holocaust 
(IE-45) and Gullurn's Grovel i IB-28); 8. 7 x 8.8m wide entrance to single 
pitch (19mZ and flowstone floor littered with bones. Access - 15 minutes up 
from Elayneys Quarry. 

18-48 ..(h-namd Hole): Located on dsssected bluff 15 to 28 metres north 
of IE-39 anlj west of  small d~sllne wlth ramp entrance beside Moonlight Ridge 
track; cave entrance in tsght rift at base of 4m cliff, drops znto wider 
collapse feature with 2.5m downclmb and a further steep 18m drop requiring 
bandline to a rubble choke; dry cave without draught. Access as for IB-39. 

16-41 . . .  (Leech POLL Located on western side of dolined uvala approx. 25 
metres north of Hooks Hole (18-26) and 48 to 58 metres east and over the 
ridge from Bottleneck (18-483 and 28 metres south of survey peg "H". Ramped 
entrance (im x 1.5m) under IOW cliff down to squeeze, free climb into 
spiralling fissure with 3 short pitches - 4m, Gm B 13m connecting into lower 
aven of Hooks Hole; above 13m pi txh  is tight fissure connecting to IB-42 
with numerous bones, mainly wombat. Access off Hobbit Hole trk as for IB-2G. 

16-42.. . CiJn-named Holei: Located 1.5 metres north uf 16-41 and .<S metres 
south of survey peg "H"; 2 m  cl~rnb down mud ramp io narrow ~ift, free climb 
handline 14.5m pitch r B . 4  to @ . G m  wide!?l connects to 18-41, Access as above 



"The~-e's a cave ua here that we keep losing our hunting dogs In. Its 
over f i f t y  fsot. deep wi t-h 3. lake in the bottom of it. My grandfather saw tigers 
up there In the ear l y days ! ! i l You need a big dWD to get up there! ! " 

S3 wept the local 5t.ni.y M ~ x t  13f the locals had never seen it. Petr ina 
and I were sceptrcal to sav the least. Armed with iadders, rope and SRT gear and 
a 1ltt.ie Subaru we +oilowecl the local dWQ club, armed wlth their stubbies and an 
"old timer" who reckoned he knew roughly where it was. Mountain River is about 8 
to 18 miles NNW of Huunville, going in from Grove. We turned off the Mtn. Rlver 
drag at Sawyers Creek Road - drove 1.5 km, then right thru' a chained access and 
uphill 28 minutes i d  to 5 k m . l  along a steep, muddy and rocky track in dolerite 
country up to the "Moss Ridges" - a flat plateau area of dissected Triassic 
Sandstone. 

The area was obviously a neglected and abandoned bracken farm, though 
the bracken was still doing pretty well - 2 metres high at that. After an hour 
or so when the sky was turning pink we found it, 188 metres downhill from a 
iarge charred stump on the access track. On the lower side of the entrances 
(stupid!!) was a rusted star picket with an old painted sign facing uphill which 
read "Beware - Holes in thls vicinity". The two entrances ( 0 . 8  X lm and 8.Cx 
1.5ml are in a sandstone rift. Both are enterable and descend 8 metres each to a 
deceptively crystal clear "lake", with the rift continuing on well beneath the 
surface - s ~ m e  4 to 5 metres: with our lights we could count another 14 to 15 
rungs of t.he E@ foot ladder. At water surface the rrft is about 8.8m wide and 
appears to taper slightly as it descends, wrth a rockfall observable at one end. 
We estimated the rift to be i8 to 28 metres in length. Moss growing on the walls 
changed from vibrant green near the entrance to reddy-brown near water fevei. 
The rift also houses a good cu!lectlon of wetas. i On the iongley 1:25,80@ sheet 
the approximate grid reference reads .5888E/ 4cj75N 1 [ARTHUR CLARE€) 

ERRATUM: The cave listed "18-16" and descrioed in Speleo Spiel 213 is not the 
"I&-16" as descrrbed In tne Karst  Index. Uith Albert Goede's help I nave already 
re-numbered three othsr holes twice numbered ( :7 ,8 and 9) tn 36, 22 and 68. I@-l6 
is another. Those four were numbered in September 1973 a/c to Spiel No. 84 (Oct. 
'73). In the # I ,  the 7,8 & 9 were numbered in 1988, and l6 in 1974. A l s ~  In K 1  
18-7 is additlonaliy I~steJ and recorded as IB-XE. Confused at ali! ! ! 1 

The following 4SF numbers have been issue~j to surveys/sketches of Ida Bay caves: 
7i538-TCC198 iMiik Run) EL3 awaiting publication 
7Ie:38-TCC195 (Milk: Run:$ CFI Awai tinq putrllcation 
7IB45-TCC146 rirolucaust: SP/L3 in Speleo Sprel 219 
7181-TCC197 I R e v e l a t i ~ m  Cave? ;P/Ll In Speleo Spiel 212:9 
71B12-TCC198 IiJn-named) f L I  In Speleo Splel (5,s . )  188:B 
71E13-TCC199 <Chockstone P o t )  LLI In S . S .  31:4 
7IB15-TCC208 (Hubbit doie) CP/LI in S . S .  f3C:13 
72822-TCC281 :Con Cave) CL3 In S . S .  136:11 
7fP.22-TCC282 iCan Cave) CFI In 5 . 5 .  196:12 
71823-TCC283 (Little Grunti CL3 In S . S .  197:s 
7IB2A-TCC28A IHang-About Hole) CL1 In $ . S ,  290:18 
71825-TCC285 (Yodellers Pot )  CL3 In 5.3. 283:13 
7IB27-TCC286 (Chicken Bone P o t i  CL1 In S . S .  t99:11 
7IB34-TCC267 ( S k y  Hook Fot - Min~ kart.rn? t t l  In S . S .  288:9 
7iE35-SGS56 <Coffee Pnt) EP/LI fn Preparation 
?1@:37-TCC2Qfi <C?& F ' i ~ t )  [P /L j  11-1 &sparation 
i'IEBb-SCS5l Cllarch Fry  Pot! iF'/LS In Preparation 
7Ii347-SCS32 cNationai Gal lery?   CL^ In "Exp!oration & Accident. . " K. H 
71857-?CC285 ICycicps Pot.> CP3 i n  Speleu Sprel Zl4:li 
7IB57-TCC218 (Cvclop~ Pot! CL5 in S~eieo Sple! 2 1 E : l l  
711386-TCC211 i5iip-In; i F ?  in Preparatloi7 
7Ti:98-TC;C21'Z: (Comei, i"'t;tj CLj In Preparatl13n 
7iE194-TC;C21:3 rGlstto Pot; iL1 In Preparation 
718107-SC833 iMachette Pot - formerly EB-X~J t P / L I  In Preparation 

i. ARTHUR CLARKE 1 
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This  i s  t h e  southernmost  po tho le  i n  t h e  Benson and Hedges S e r i e s  - a s e r i e s  of 
s h a f t s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  l imestone-Permian c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  upper r e a c h e s  of t h e  
S e r e n d i p i t y  Val ley.  There a r e  two e n t r a n c e s  t o  J F  380; t h e  lower one i s  abou t  l m  i n  
d iamete r  and b e a r i n g  t h e  t a g ,  t h e  upper one c a r r i e s  a t r i c k l e  of water .  The cave 
was f i r s t  exp lored  by S t e f a n  Eberhard i n  September 1984 t o  an  e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  of 45m 
( s e e  Speleo S p i e l  i j 2 0 2 ) .  A narrow passage a t  t h e  bottom c a r r i e s  a s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  b u t  
f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  would r e q u i r e  enlargement  t echn iques .  The cave  i s  l o c a t e d  o n l y  a 
few m e t r e s  away from Gash P o t  ( J F  379) and an  a u d i b l e  connec t ion  h a s  been made 
between t h e  two. 

MONGREL POT ( J F  370) 

Th is  i s  s i t u a t e d  approximately  200m s o u t h e a s t  and u p h i l l  form L o s t  Po t  (JF 3 3 8 ) .  The 
c o n t a c t  unconformity i s  i s  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  i n  one s i d e  of t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The cave 
was l o c a t e d  and f i r s t  exp lored  i n  October 1984 ( s e e  S p e l e s  S p i e l  #202) .  
Unfor tuna te ly  t h e  t h e  cave t e r m i n a t e s  i n  a rock and c a l c i t e  b lockage a s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  below t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h ,  Mongrel Po t  may r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s o u r c e  of t h e  
wa te r  e n t e r i n g  through avens  i n  t h e  l a r g e  bottom chamber i n  Los t  Pot .  Although 
Mongrel Pot  seems t o  be s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  200+m v e r t i c a l l y  above t h e  Los t  P o t  
chamber a connec t ion  between t h e  two caves  i s  u n l i k e l y .  

A map of t h e  e n t r a n c e  l o c a t i o n s  of J F  380 and J F  370 e t  a l .  i s  pub l i shed  i n  
Speleo S p i e l  W207. 

S t e f  a n  Eberhard 

Kiwi cavers set depth record 1 
WELLINGTON, Wed. - Wellington second-deepest cave entrance-to-en- 
cavers have roved that Nettlebed trance trip in the world after the 
Cave in no*!-west Nelson a t  the Siatoma Badalona Cave in Spain. 
northern end of the South Island is the Climbing Mt Arthur from the inside 

I 
dee s t  in the Southern Hemisphere. ia unlikely to become a tourist event. 

$mbers of the Wellin n Caving The trip, a t  the weekend, included 
Group - Dave Chester, If" ike Coburn, walking over stee slopes covered with 
J O D . ~ ~ . .  ~ a v e n s  and Trevor Worthy loose boulders an8droppinyby r o M o r  - mid W a y  they fwnd a connection 10-30 metres in vertical passages and 
between the top of Mt Arthur and the la e chambers. 
Nettlebed Cave syetm. 8 n e  of the eharnkrs, 

The party waoi the firat to go into a New Zealand, is l50 me 
hole at  the peak and come out a t  the 100 metres wide with a 
Nettlebed entrance a t  the bottom. about 48 degrees and' 

It took about 26 hours to do the trip lar e boulders. 
and the men dept overnight in a cave #he eerpiorcrs were unable to see the 
passage. wails or roof as they descended, and 

They deeeended 867 metres through when tbey talked the echo lasted for 
the mountain, making the mute the four seconds. 

/he Nccurv 23rd O c t o k  1486 
i 
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