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EDITORIAL 

Act ions  speak l o u d e r  t h a n  words and a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  e d i t o r i a l ,  which cou ld  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  merely "ego-wri t ing" ,  I ' v e  decided t o  do something abou t  t h e  b o l t i n g  
c r i s i s .  The Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  now has  a supp ly  of 8mm nylon b o l t s  w i t h  p l a s t i c  f l a g s  
a t t a c h e d .  The i d e a  of t h e s e  non-corros ive  l i t t l e  numbers, my d a r l i n g s ,  i s  t h a t  they  
be l e f t  i n  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  b o l t  c a s i n g s  ( s p i t s )  when d e r i g g i n g  and THE HANGERS 
SHOULD BE REMOVED. Hopeful ly  t h e  ny lon  b o l t  w i l l  keep t h e  gunk o u t  of t h e  h o l e s  and 
t h e  p l a s t i c  garden- tag f l a g  w i t h  r e f l e c t i v e  t a p e  a t t a c h e d ,  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h e  b o l t ' s  
p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  v i s i t i n g  p a r t y .  A f e l t  pen could  a l s o  be used t o  r e c o r d  
d e t a i l s  of when t h e  b o l t  was p laced  i f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  known. Each h a s  a 
f i s h i n g  l i n e  loop  on i t  s o  i t  can  be hung from a k rab  d u r i n g  any fancy  r i g g e r i z i n g  
around. People  a r e  warned t h a t  t h e  UTS* of t h e s e  b o l t  markers i s  SFA and t h e r e f o r e  
they  shou ld  n o t  r i g  o f f  them. Cavers a r e  encouraged t o  t a k e  some of t h e s e  w i t h  them 
on t h e i r  n e x t  cav ing  t r i p ,  whether they  a r e  p l a c i n g  b o l t s  o r  merely  f l a g g i n g  known 
e x i s t i n g  b o l t s .  There  a r e  numerous known c a s i n g s  i n  caves  which cou ld  u s e  
c leaning-up,  t h e  hangers  removing ( t a k e  a 13mm spanner )  and marking i n  t h i s  manner. 
Cleaning o u t  f i l t h y  o l d  b o l t  p lacements  and i n s e r t i n g  p l a s t i c  b o l t  markers might 
sound l i k e  a h a s s l e  b u t  i t  s m a l l  p r i c e  t o  pay f o r  t h e  l o n g e v i t y  of our  caves  and 
c a v e r s .  

No, t h e  i d e a  i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  i t  was a n  Alan Warild i n s p i r a t i o n .  A s  t o  whether  
t h i s  system h a s  been implimented and whether o r  n o t  i t  o p e r a t e s  e f f i c i e n t l y  i n  t h e  
overpopula ted  caves  of t h e  mainland...who knows? 

S tephen Bunton 

(*UTS = U l t i m a t e  T e n s i l e  S t r e s s  which i s  of g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  even though b o l t s  
a r e  loaded i n  s h e a r . )  
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SMALL PASSAGES 

At last some international recognition for that great Tasmanian institution, the 
well-renowned, well-trogged interstate and international cavers' drop-in centre, the 
Stuey Nick hostel. Earlier in the year Stuart Nicholas accommodated Swiss 
international cave film-maker Gerald Favre and his crew whilst they were in Tassy 
making their film about Australian caves. Now Gerald has repaid the Favre with a 
copy of his latest glossy full-colour film catalogue which lists Stuart's name up 
there in the acknowledgements with other greats such as Jaques Cousteau and Julia 
James. Seriously though the catalogue is worth perusing, the photography is superb 
and the Franglais is well worth the intellectual and linguistic exercise. 

Still for sale at the Stuey Nick establishment are two Australian Karst Indexes. 
Surely someone, who is bludging a friend's copy, needs their own mega-reference cave 
guidebook. Priced to go at the R.R.P. of $25 they're a bargain! Don't write to the 
mainland! Save freight charges! Call-in! They're Amazing! 

Years of bashing around in the Tasmanian scrub may not sound like everybody's idea 
of fun but at Ida Bay recently Arthur's Folly has yielded some reward. The latest 
discovery is a new cave with over a kilometre of interesting sporting and well 
decorated cave passage. The cave has a 4m entrance pit which Arthur descended solo, 
unroped and unaided except for the influence of gravity. Arthur's Folly is a 
significant cave being a major resurgence under Lune Sugarloaf with abundant 
populations of cave fauna, including "prides of millipedes". It was discovered 
1.11.86 and is only partly surveyed at present. 

For those of you who didn't save enough pesettas don't despair. According to 
Lloyd Mill's article, in the last Australian Caver, the International Speleological 
Congress was not worth attending. The field trips seemed to be poor value and the 
conference itself was very disorganized, it sounded nothing short of a sham. Fawlty 
Towers fans may have enjoyed what sounds like a Manuel overdose but most of us could 
probably do without the hassle of a multi-lingual logistics disaster, As far as 
making contacts for private post-conference field trips I'm not sure of the 
successes in that line, though a few Australians visited ice-caves in the Pyrenees 
and Switzerland. The next conference is in Hungary in 1988 and from all impressions 
it should be well worth attending, if for no other reason than to visit a country 
behind the Iron Curtain. Unlike Spain, Een zis countree vee make zings werk! Good 
luck to them, I hope it's a great success! 

Sydney caver Anne Gray and her friend Nick teamed up with Zeehan's recent signing 
from Sydney club SSS, Vicki Bonwick, for a successful tour of the Junee-Florentine. 
In just five days they scored victories against local teams Khazad-dum, Growling 
Swallet, Serendipity, Tassy Pot and Owl Pot, as well as making use of the Stuey Nick 
Transit Lounge / Spare Gear Store. They have just flown to New Zealand for matches 
with Nettlebed and Bulmar Cavern and a range of other miner fixtures. 
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There  seems t o  be some doubts  expressed  a s  t o  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  Ne t t l ebed  i s  once 
a g a i n  t h e  d e e p e s t  cave  i n  t h e  Sou thern  Hemisphere, a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  S p i e l .  My 
own doubt  stems from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  wouldn ' t  t a k e  25 hours  t o  descend 800m through 
M t  Ar thur  even w i t h  a camp. T h i s  time is more r e a l i s t i c  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  t h a t  
dep th .  It a l s o  seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  such a  connec t ion  would be made i n  s p r i n g  when 
t h e  summit a r e a s  of t h e  mountain a r e  u s u a l l y  s t i l l  covered i n  snow and even i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ,  when New Zealand s n o w f a l l s  have been a t  r ecord  l e v e l s .  
It  seems more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  d e e p e s t  cave i s  s t i l l  Bulmar Cavern, a s  t h e  rumours 
have it.  This  r e f e r s  t o  t r i p s  h e l d  l a s t  E a s t e r ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  of which probably  have 
o n l y  now f i l t e r e d  through t o  t h e  p r e s s .  I hope t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  Vicki  
Bonwick, who r e t u r n s  from NZ t o  Tassy,  i n  a  few weeks. 

I f  you t h i n k  cav ing  i s  a n  a d v e n t u r e  t h e n  The Wilderness  S o c i e t y  a g r e e s  w i t h  you. 
T h e i r  Chris tmas r a f f l e  c u r r e n t l y  s e l l i n g  t i c k e t s  f o r  $1.00 each ,  o f f e r s  a s  f i r s t  
p r i z e  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  of your cho ice .  The c h o i c e s  i n c l u d e  a  photography e x p e d i t i o n ,  
g l i d i n g ,  s a i l i n g ,  r a f t i n g ,  rockc l imbing  and cav ing  w i t h  Alec Marr! Armchair c a v e r s  
cou ld  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  o p t  f o r  t h e  s a f e r  p r i z e  of a copy of t h e  Lake Pedder Book. I 
know what I ' d  choose! 

C h r i s  Davies h a s  r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  t h e  ranks  of t h e  landed g e n t r y  becoming one of 
t h e  g r e a t  Midlands Land Barons by a q u i r i n g  a  modest p r o p e r t y  a t  Hunt ington T i e r .  
C h r i s  had a  h u t  warming BBQ l u n c h  r e c e n t l y  which was of enormous s p e l e o l o g i c a l  
i n t e r e s t . . .  C h r i s  owns h i s  own caves !  Yes t h e r e  a r e  a  few sands tone  overhangs on 
t h e  p r o p e r t y  which were v i s i t e d  a s  t h e  major a t t r a c t i o n  of t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  mainly  a s  
t h e r a p y  f o r  t h o s e  approach ing  overhangs of t h e i r  own. 

NOTES ON J F  397 

The e n t r a n c e  t o  J F  397 i s  r a t h e r  novel!  It i s  a  c i r c u l a r  h o l e  s i t u a t e d  3m up t h e  
w a l l  of a n  overhanging 15m h i g h  c l i f f .  The cave was tagged and f i r s t  exp lored  i n  
February 1986 ( s e e  Speleo S p i e l  #216). The e n t r a n c e  was found t o  l e a d  t o  a  s t e e p l y  
descending t u b e  which t e rmina ted  a t  a  dep th  of 10m. However, a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  i n s i d e  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  t h e r e  was a  d r a u g h t i n g  r a b b i t - s i z e d  h o l e  s u g g e s e t i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
f u r t h e r  passage and h o p e f u l l y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  passages  which must be somewhere below. 

A r e t u r n  v i s i t  was made on 6 t h  J u l y  1986, w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of e n l a r g i n g  t h e  
c o n s t r i c t i o n  b u t  i t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  a  follow-up t r i p  two weeks l a t e r  t h a t  I was a b l e  t o  
p a s s  through t h e  squeeze.  The r e s u l t s  were d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  o n l y  a  few a d d i t i o n a l  
met res  of passage and a  h o p e l e s s  s i l t  blockage.  Dayl igh t  p e n e t r a t e d  through a  
bou lder  c o l l a p s e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  d r a u g h t  was s imply a  chimney e f f e c t  between t h e  
two e n t r a n c e s .  

J F  397 i s  l o c a t e d  o n l y  50m away from J F  398, a  promising s w a l l e t  which a p p e a r s  t o  
be  blocked w i t h  bou lders .  These two caves  and J F  396, which i s  a n o t h e r  s w a l l e t  
f u r t h e r  u p h i l l  i n  a n  a d j a c e n t  v a l l e y ,  a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  network of v a l l e y s  
c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  headwaters  of C h r i s p s  Creek. Chr i sps  Ck passes  beneath  t h e  
F l o r e n t i n e  Rd 500m beyond Lady Binney Corner. Only 50m f u r t h e r  up t h e  road a  taped 
t r a c k  l e a d s  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  through t h e  bush t o  The S l i p .  A few hundred met res  up 
The S l i p  some o l d  b l u e  t a p e s  l e a d  o f f  on t h e  r i g h t h a n d  s i d e .  ( F u r t h e r  up The S l i p  
a n o t h e r  s e r i e s  of t a p e s  l e a d  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  s m a l l  po tho le . )  The p o o r l y  marked r o u t e  
n e g o t i a t e s  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Adamsfield Track b e f o r e  c r o s s i n g  a  d r y  v a l l e y  where 
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ye l low t a p e s  c o n t i n u e  through a  p a t c h  of H o r i z o n t a l  s c r u b  and i n t o  t h e  n e x t  d r y  
v a l l e y .  A few hundred met res  up t h i s  v a l l e y  i s  J F  398. The s c r u b  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  mae leva len t  and t o t a l  walking time i s  about  45 minutes .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 

RESURRECTION OF THE HAIRY GOAT 

1 0 t h  August 1986 

Hai rygoa t  Hole ( J F  15) was f i r s t  exp lored  i n  1970. Although o n l y  45m deep i t  
r e c e i v e d  a  number of v i s i t s  due t o  t h e  p resence  of a n  encouraging d raught .  S t u a r t  
Nicholas  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  some of t h e s e  e a r l y  t r i p s  t o  t h e  cave and I s u s p e c t  one of 
t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  of t h e  whole Ha i rygoa t  s a g a ,  i f  n o t  t h e  c h i e f  Ha i rygoa t  h i m s e l f .  
(Not s o  h a i r y  t h e s e  days! And i t  was Noel White a c t u a l l y ,  s e e  Speleo S p i e l  51 and 
/l 52. Ed). There  have been no v i s i t s  s i n c e  and a t  t h e  time t h e  cave t e rmina ted  w i t h  
mud and b o u l d e r s  b lock ing  a  narrow d r a u g h t i n g  c rack .  To quo te  S t u a r t  "Old c a v e r s  
n e v e r  d i e  t h e y  j u s t  grow bigger!"  Cons ider ing  t h i s  i n  c o n t e x t  of t h e  promising 
d r a u g h t ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e  s t a t u s  of Ha i rygoa t  Hole needs  u r g e n t  r e v i s i o n .  Such w e l l  
meaning and sympathe t i c  r e c o n d i t i o n i n g  p r o j e c t s  a r e  a l l  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e o r y  b u t  they  
depend f i r s t  of  a l l  upon be ing  a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  a g a i n .  Supposedly 
Hai rygoa t  Hole l i e s  somewhere s o u t h  of Sp lash  P o t  ( J F  10) .  

A poor ly  marked r o u t e  once e x i s t e d  between J F  10 and Hai rygoa t  Hole. J F  10 can  be 
reached by fo l lowing  up t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  which i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  Khazad-Dum t r a c k ,  some 
20 minutes  walk from t h e  road ,  and beyond t h e  Cauldron Po t  and Dwarrowdelf 
t u r n o f f s .  The d r y  v a l l e y  b i f u r c a t e s  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  below t h e  c o n t a c t  and S p l a s h  
Po t  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  r ight-hand t r i b u t a r y  w h i l s t  t h e  l e f t h a n d  t r i b u t a r y  l e a d s  t o  a  
s m a l l  impene t rab le  soak.  T r a v e r s i n g  t h e  c o n t a c t  s o u t h  from h e r e  I encountered a  
s m a l l  p o t h o l e  on t h e  boundary between t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  and t h e  r e c e n t l y  b u r n t  open 
e u c a l y p t  f o r e s t .  The s h a f t  was blocked some 7m down and d i d  n o t  appear  t o  have a  
numbered t ag .  Movement through t h e  b u r n t  o u t  a r e a  was f a c i l l i t a t e d  by t h e  r e c e n t  
s n o w f a l l  which k i l l e d  o f f  t h e  normal ly  p r o l i f i c  bracken. I s p e n t  some t ime s c o u r i n g  
t h e  t h e  f l a n k s  of t h e  s p u r  b u t  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s  i n  l o c a t i n g  Hai rygoa t  Hole. I c r o s s e d  
o v e r  t h e  s p u r  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  d r y  v a l l e y  c o n t a i n i n g  J F  19,  a  s m a l l  s w a l l e t  h o l e  which 
I d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Only some 20m away and s l i g h t l y  downhi l l  i s  a n o t h e r  
s w a l l e t  w i t h  a  t r e a c h e r o u s  s l o p e  f u n n e l i n g  i n t o  a n  e n t r a n c e  s h a f t  a t  l e a s t  10m 
deep. No numbered t a g  was v i s i b l e .  

Cross ing  a  s m a l l  s p u r  i n t o  a  ne ighbour ing  d r y  v a l l e y  I passed a  l a r g e  d o l i n e  and a  
s e r i e s  of s m a l l  s i n k h o l e s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  west. F u r t h e r  up t h e  v a l l e y  from t h e s e  
f e a t u r e s  was a  l a r g e  (5m X 2m) unnumbered s h a f t  e n t r a n c e .  A f i n e  25m p i t c h  and a  
narrow passage l e d  t o  a  f u r t h e r  drop of perhaps  7m which I d i d  n o t  have t h e  
equipment t o  descend. The e n t r a n c e  was marked w i t h  double  b l u e  t a p e s .  

On t h e  way back I wandered a l o n g  t h e  margin of t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  - b u r n t  a r e a .  Which 
roughly  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  KD Track. Some 100-150m downhi l l  from t h e  c o n t a c t  and o n l y  10m 
proximal  t o  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t ,  I came a c r o s s  a  p o t h o l e  l m  i n  d i a m e t e r ,  w e l l  concea led  
a t  t h e  b a s e  of a  S a s s a f r a s  t r e e .  The e n t r a n c e  was a l s o  marked w i t h  double  b l u e  
t a p e s .  

S t e f a n  Eberhard 
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M I N I  MARTIN - SKYHOOK POT EXCHANGE TRIP 

3rd August l986 

P r e s e n t :  S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard,  R u s s e l l  F u l t o n ,  
John S a l t ,  Geoff Watson, 1 New Zealand c a v e r  and a n o t h e r  SCS c a v e r  
( I 'm s o r r y  I c a n ' t  remember t h e i r  names). 

Hearing t h a t  SCS were p lann ing  a  t r i p  down Skyhook Po t ,  I t  seemed a n  i d e a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  combine f o r c e s  f o r  a n  exchange t r i p  down Mini-Martin. The p l a n  was 
f o r  two teams t o  r i g  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  s h a f t s ,  meet a t  t h e  bottom i n  E x i t  Cave and t h e n  
ascend t h e  o t h e r  r o u t e .  John,  Geoff and myself were t o  do Mini-Martin f i r s t  and 
a b o u t  hal fway down t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  t h e  sound of p i t o n s  being hammered-in t o l d  us  t h e  
o t h e r s  were on t h e i r  way too.  The darkness  of t h e  Skyhook P o t  s i d e  of t h e  s h a f t  
meant t h a t  I cou ld  on ly  s e e  t h e  glow of S t e f a n ' s  lamp through t h e  huge f i s s u r e  t h a t  
connec t s  t h e  two s h a f t s .  The s i t u a t i o n  was a  nove l  one... two c a v e r s  dang l ing  on 
ropes  i n  more-or-less s e p a r a t e  s h a f t  sys tems b u t  c l o s e  enough t o  exchange a  few 
shouted words. 

A t  t h e  base  of t h e  p i t c h  w e  surveyed down t h e  muddy s l o p e  t o  t h e  top  of t h e  n e x t  
d rop  where a  t e r r i e r  b o l t  on t h e  l e f t h a n d  s i d e  g i v e s  a  good hang f o r  t h e  rope.  Th is  
p i t c h  was measured a s  25m i n  l e n g t h  b e f o r e  a  rock  c h u t e  l e a d s  on t o  t h e  n e x t  s h a f t  
n o t  f a r  ahead. While r i g g i n g  t h i s  p i t c h  t h e  thunder  of f a l l i n g  rocks  above caused 
some concern and w e  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  shouted up t o  them t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  none came o u r  
way. I n  f a c t  t h e  rocks  were f a l l i n g  down Skyhook Po t  and were no r e a l  t h r e a t ,  
never - the - less  i t  was a n  unnerving sound. The l a s t  p i t c h  has  a  rockc l imbing  b o l t  
w e l l  back from t h e  edge and a  f u r t h e r  t i e - o f f  t o  a  t e r r i e r  s e v e r a l  met res  down which 
g i v e s  a  f reehang ing  a b s e i l  t o  t h e  bottom. 

The Skyhook P o t  team had y e t  t o  a r r i v e  s o  we s t r o l l e d  over  t o  Camp I1 and had a  
l o o k  a t  t h e  gypsum format ions  i n  Eddies  Treasure .  On t h e  way back we met S t e f a n  and 
t h e  k iwi  who informed us  t h a t  t h e  two o t h e r s  had a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  o u t .  We began our  
a s c e n t  of Skyhook Po t  behind them. On t h e  way o u t  t h e r e  was t i m e  t o  admire t h e  
s p l e n d i d  view a c r o s s  t o  t h e  main s h a f t  of Mini-Martin. The t w i t c h i n g  rope  i n d i c a t e d  
a  c a v e r  was on h i s  way o u t  and I had a  f l e e t i n g  gl impse of a  "ropewalker" zooming 
p a s t  i n  t h e  mis ty  h a l f l i g h t .  Soon we were a l l  back on t h e  s u r f a c e  a g a i n  and packing 
seemingly e n d l e s s  c o i l s  of rope  i n t o  o u r  packs f o r  t h e  walk back. To complete  t h e  
su rvey  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  rope  on t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  was measured t o  r e v e a l  a  l e n g t h  of 
106m. I t  was a  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  day i n  s p i t e  of t h e  d e r o g a t o r y  remarks one o f  t h e  
p a r t y  made abou t  t h e  i n t e r m i n a b l e  p r u s s i k  up Mini-Martin. 

D e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  r i g g i n g  used on t h i s  t r i p :  

Mini-Martin 

- P1 : 106m Belay t o  t a g  t r e e  w i t h  a  r e b e l a y ,  u s i n g  two s h o r t  w i r e  
t r a c e s  behind a  f l a k e  on t h e  w a l l  a  few met res  down, 
g i v e s  a  f reehang  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p i t c h .  

- P2 : 10m Handl ine  f o r  t h e  muddy s l o p e .  
P3 : 25m T e r r i e r  b o l t  w i t h  a  r u s t e d  r a p i d e  i n  p l a c e  on t h e  

l e f t h a n d  s i d e .  Freehanging.  
P4 : 22m Rusty  look ing  rockc l imbing  b o l t  on t h e  r i g h t h a n d  s i d e  

b e f o r e  t h e  edge;  needs  a  hanger.  Rebelay t o  a  t e r r i e r  
on a  rock  bulge  s e v e r a l  met res  down on t h e  same s i d e ;  
needs  a  hanger.  
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Skyhook P o t  (See Survey,  Speleo S p i e l  # 208) 

P1 : 14m A s l i n g  o v e r  a  rock  s p i k e  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  b a c k t i e d  
o u t s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

P2 : 28m A v a r i e t y  of t i e - o f f s  i n c l u d i n g  a  few chocks.  
P3 : 20m T h i s  p i t c h  i s  r e a l l y  a  c o n i t n u a t i o n  of t h e  p rev ious  one,  

Some p i t o n s  were used t o  r e b e l a y  on t h e  s l o p i n g  l edge .  
P4 : 47m T e r r i e r  b o l t  w i t h  no hanger  on t h e  r i g h t h a n d  s i d e  o u t  

o v e r  t h e  s h a f t ,  backed-up w i t h  p i t o n s .  
P5 : l l m  Dubious t i e - o f f  w i t h  a  s l i n g  over  a  k rab .  
P6 : 8m A t r i c k y  f r e e c l i m b  on which some may p r e f e r  a  rope.  

N.B. A l l  p i t c h e s  were t ied-back t o  t h e  t a i l  of  t h e  p rev ious  rope.  

Rolan Eberhard 

PENDANT POT DERIGGING TRIP 

28 th  September 1986 

Trevor  Wailes and Stephen Bunton 

Everyone i n c l u d i n g  Uncle Tom Cobbly and a l l  h i s  s o n s ,  d a u g h t e r s  and o t h e r  
r e l a t i o n s  had managed t o  t ime a  t r i p  down Pendant P o t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  i t  was 
l e f t  r i g g e d ,  b u t  no-one had r e a l l y  g o t  around t o  p u l l i n g  t h e  ropes  ou t .  Trevor  
wanted t o  do a  b i t  of su rvey ing  i n  t h e  cave and I wanted t o  t a k e  a  few photos  s o  on 
t h e  n- th  t r i p  down t h e  cave we were t h e  o n l y  two s t a r t e r s .  We added a  few o t h e r  
o b j e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  d a y ' s  p roceed ings ;  I wanted t o  bottom t h e  cave and we f e l t  o b l i g e d  
t o  d e r i g  t h e  t h i n g .  Would we succeed w i t h  a l l  f o u r  under tak ings?  

We g o t  o f f  t o  a  gen t leman ' s  s t a r t  which tu rned  i n t o  an  i n a u s p i c i o u s  s t a r t  when, a s  
we sped p a s t  Claremont,  I d i s c o v e r e d  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  my w e l l i e s .  Re turn ing  t o  town 
wasted s u f f i c i e n t  t ime t o  i n j e c t  a n  a i r  of urgency i n t o  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d a y ' s  
proceedings .  The t r i p  t o  Maydena, up t h e  F l o r e n t i n e ,  up t h e  E i g h t  Rd, t o  t h e  cave 
and down t h e  cave were a l l  u n e v e n t f u l  and f a i r l y  r o u t i n e .  F i r s t  p r i o r i t y  was t o  
complete  t h e  suveying of abou t  200m of passage above t h e  l a s t  p i t c h .  Th is  a p p e a r s  
on t h e  e x i s t i n g  maps b u t  i s  h a r d l y  a c c u r a t e  o r  d e t a i l e d  a  s i t u a t i o n  now remedied. 
Next p r i o r i t y  was t o  bottom t h e  cave ,  o n l y  I cou ld  be bothered.  Trev cooled h i s  
h e e l s  a t  t h e  top  of t h e  p i t c h  w h i l e  I coo led  mine by f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  plunge pool 
partway down t h e  s h a f t .  

That  f o r m a l i t y  completed we began t h e  d e r i g  proceedings .  Photography was 
abandoned a s  punishishment  f o r  my e a r l i e r  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  and a l s o  because  of t h e  
s h o r t a g e  of models,  having n o t  having enthused anyone t o  ho ld  t h e  f l a s h e s  n o r  anyone 
more photogenic  t h a n  Trev.  (He has  s i n c e  shaved o f f  h i s  beard and s e t t l e d  f o r  a  
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l o o k i n g  moustache.) The No F r i l l s  d e r i g g i n g  team q u i c k l y  cranked i n t o  
g e a r ,  s t u f f i n g  rope ,  p r u s s i k i n g ,  p u l l i n g  up rope ,  l eap- f rogg ing  out. . .  you t a k e  
t h i s  one w h i l e  I s h o o t  through. I t  w a s n ' t  long  b e f o r e  w e  were a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  and : 
t h e  l a d d e r  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  rope.  Trev a b s e i l e d  and a n  I n d i a n  Rope T r i c k  r e t r i e v e d  t h e  
rope.  We todd led  back t o  t h e  c a r  and t h e n  s t i l l  i n  semi-trog g e a r  were l e t  o u t  o n l y  
s e v e r a l  minutes  overdue.  
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The pace slowed a  b i t  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park pub w i t h  a  few a l e s  and some e l e c t r o n i c  
media moronism. 

Stephen Bunton 

GROWLING SWALLET SYSTEM : NEW FEELING AND SLAUGHTERHOUSE POT 

- 5 t h  October  1986 

- P a r t i e s :  New F e e l i n g  - P e t e r  Cover, Richard 
F o s t e r ,  Geoff Hosking, Neil Mulcahy and Tim Sprod. 

S laugh te rhouse  P o t  - James Davis ,  David 
Fowler,  David Lyneham, John S a l t  and Randa l l  Tapp. 

T h i s  t r i p  r e s u l t e d  from a  Hutchins  School Geology e x c u r s i o n  which had v i s i t e d  
Growling S w a l l e t  p r e v i o u s l y .  Many of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  wanted t o  come back and look  a t  
i t  p r o p e r l y  - from t h e  i n s i d e !  Thanks t o  P e t e r  and John w e  were a b l e  t o  r u n  t h e s e  
two t r i p s .  

J o h n ' s  p a r t y  had a n  u n e v e n t f u l  t r i p  through S laughte rhouse ,  d e r i g g i n g  a s  they  
went ,  though John had n a s t y  comments t o  make on two t o p i c s ;  t h e  dubious  b o l t  on t h e  
t h i r d  p i t c h  and t h e  f o u l  s m e l l i n g  t i n  of hal f -decayed b u l l y  beef they  encountered.  
The comments from t h e  boys were of t h e  u l t r a - e n t h u s i a s t i c  kind.  

Our p a r t y  a l s o  had no h a s s l e s .  We d i d n ' t  have anyone who had been i n t o  New 
F e e l i n g  b u t  J o h n ' s  d i r e c t i o n s  were e a s y  t o  f o l l o w  ( e x c e p t  when h e  d e s c r i b e  10m of 
passage  a s  100m). We found t h e  p r e t t i e s  and were s u i t a b l y  impressed.  Not wishing t o  
muddy t h e  f l o o r  we tu rned  back and t h e n  con t inued  downstream t o  look  a t  t h e  sump and 
t h e  s t a r t  of  Windy R i f t .  Whi l s t  t h e r e  we heard  t h e  S laugh te rhouse  p a r t y  coming 
through ( g r u n t ,  wheez, * ! / l ! % *  e t c . )  and a s s i s t e d  them i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  gear .  It  
was a  b e a u t i f u l  day on t h e  s u r f a c e  and s o  we made a  l i e s u r e l y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  g a t e ,  
emerging a  s c a n t  t h r e e  minutes  b e f o r e  wi tch ing  hour (5pm i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e ) .  

A l l  t h e  boys enjoyed t h e  t r i p .  Following J o h n ' s  and Martyn 's  work on o u r  Grade 10 
Camp (25th-27th  August 1986) which inc luded  t r i p s  t o  Wolf Hole,  Midnight Hole and a  
s l i g h t l y  c i c u i t o u s  r o u t e  t o  Lune 's  Cave, t h e r e  i s  a  growing i n t e r e s t  i n  cav ing  a t  
Hutchins .  A t  p r e s e n t  many of t h e s e  young peop le  a r e  competant on ropes  a t  l e a s t  i n  a  
downward d i r e c t i o n  and a r e  keen t o  g e t  more exper ience .  So i f  you a r e  p lann ing  a  
t r i p  t h a t  cou ld  accommodate a  few peop le  of t h i s  s t a n d a r d ,  l e t  me know. Who knows? 
we might even g a i n  some new members. 

Tim Sprod 

- 
ERRATA - 

The map of Warhol ( J F  392) which a p p e a r s  i n  Speleo S p i e l  h a s  a n  i n c o r r e c t  
dimension on t h e  s c a l e  ba r .  The 27m f i f t h  p i t c h ,  i f  measured a g a i n s t  t h e  s c a l e  b a r  
would appear  t o  be c l o s e r  t o  70m i n  l e n g t h .  To c o r r e c t  t h i s  anomaly t h e  t o t a l  
l e n g t h  of t h e  s c a l e  b a r  shou ld  be changed t o  20m n o t  50m a s  shown and each 
g r a d u a t i o n  should t h e r e f o r e  r e p r e s e n t  4m n o t  10m. Rolan Eberhard a p o l o g i z e s  f o r  t h i s  
e r r o r .  
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