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CHIRPY CONCENTRATED CAVE CHATTER 

* Don ' t  f o r g e t  - T h u r s d a y  (why be c o n s i s t e n t ? )  A ~ r i l  2 8  a t  a round  8pm 
is t h e  l o n g  a w a i t e d  showing  of  t h e  f i l m / v i d e o  made by G e r a l d  F a v r e ,  
t h e  S w i s s  s p e l e o  f i l m  p r o d u c e r  who v i s i t e d  h e r e  a y e a r  o r  s o  a g o .  The 
r e s u l t  is a t a p e  g i v i n g  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c a v e  s c e n e  as i t  is 
Karst i n  Oz. Q u i t e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  f r a c t i o n  is T a s s i e  s t u f f !  BE THERE! 
The showing  is a t  S t u ' s  p l a c e  ( 7  Rupe r t  Avenue, New Town) on t h e  
r e c e n t l y  r e p l a c e d  v i d e o  mach ine .  A few lemon s q u a s h e s  and p a c k e t s  o f  
c h i p s  w o u l d n ' t  g o  a s t r a y  . . . . . . . .  ( t r y  o u t  t h e  new k i t c h e n ! ! ) .  

* F o r  t h o s e  c a v e r s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t s  i n v o l v i n g  h e a p s  of w h i t e  s t u f f  and 
F i r s t  Aid combined,  t h e r e  is a S k i  P a t r o l  F i r s t  Aid c o u r s e  p l a n n e d  f o r  
May t h i s  year .  I f  you a r e  a t  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d ,  g i v e  T i l  Van d e  Vusse a 
c a l l  NOW on 342718.  I t  is t o  b e  r u n  by i n s t r u c t o r s  f rom t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  S k i  P a t r o l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  is w i d e l y  
r e c o g n i s e d .  The c o s t  is a r o u n d  $70 f o r  t h e  two weekend c o u r s e .  

* Huge unp lanned  i n f l u x e s  o f  new and p o t e n t i a l l y  new members have  some 
of  u s  o l d  g u y s  g o i n g  i n t o  a b i t  o f  a s p i n !  What ' s  happen ing?  P e o p l e  
a r e  a c t u a l l y  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  C lub  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n f o  on c a v i n g  and 
membership of  TCC!! A l l  t h i s  i s  mos t  welcome of c o u r s e  and f o r  anyone  
i n  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  c a t e g o r y ,  welcome t o  one  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  more 
e s o t e r i c  and b i z a r r e  s p o r t s ,  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  o r i g i n a l  
c a v i n g  c l u b .  May y o u r  c a v e s  b e  d a r k  and t h e  streams n o t  t o o  c o l d  . . . .  

A B l a c k  R i v e r  Fun Bul.. . . . . . . 2 1  F e b r u a r y ,  1988 

"Runne r s " :  James D a v i s ,  L e i g h  Doug la s ,  L e w  Mi t che lmore ,  Andrew Thomas 
and Nick Hume. 

T h i s  t r i p  was a " c a r r y "  of  some t h e  h e a v i e r  components  o f  d i v i n g  gear 
t o  B l a c k  R i v e r  (Growl ing  S w a l l e t ) ,  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  
e x p l o r a t o r y  d i v e s .  A s t a t i c  sump a t  t h e  f a r  end of  C o e l a c a n t h  h a s  
o n l y  been  c u r s o r i l y  e x p l o r e d  and h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l ,  a t  l eas t ,  t o  y i e l d  
more of  t h e  o l d e r  p a s s a g e  deve lopmen t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  P e n d a n t  P o t  / 
B l a c k  R i v e r  / C o e l a c a n t h  t r e n d .  The c h a n c e  t o  go  c a v i n g  i n  t h e  
F l o r e n t i n e  a g a i n ,  p l u s  t h e  " i m p l a n t e d "  i d e a  of  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  
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w o r t h w h i l e ,  saw a f l a t t e r i n g  number o f  h e l p e r s  t u r n i n g  up  on t h e  d a y .  

So many were  w e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  gear I had o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  b r o u g h t  a l o n g  
managed t o  f i n d  its way i n t o  t h e  f i v e  p a c k s  somehow. We had company 
t o o  . . . . .  Mark S t a n f o r d ,  Rik Tunney,  J a n i n e  McKinnon and Mike Harris 
a r r i v e d  a s  w e  t r o g g e d  up  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  E i g h t  Road. They d e c l i n e d  
o u r  g e n e r o u s  o f f e r  o f  l e t t i n g  them h e l p  u s  o u t  though!  D i s a p p o i n t i n g  
I t h o u g h t  as t h e y  were o f f  t o  s imilar  p a r t s  as  o u r s e l v e s .  S t i l l ,  no  
harm i n  t r y i n g ,  as  T r e v  would s a y .  . . . 
With t h e  heavy  l o a d s ,  w e  were c o n t e n t  t o  s e t  a g e n t l e  p a c e  down t h e  
s t reamway f rom t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Everyone  d i d  we l l .  Andrew more 
a d m i r a b l y  s o ,  s i n c e  it was h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  i n t o  t h e  c a v e .  E x t r e m e l y  
low w a t e r  l e v e l s  h e l p e d  and it looked  as t h o u g h  t h e r e  would b e  n o  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  gear a l l  t h e  way t h r o u g h .  

A r r i v i n g  a t  Windy R i f t ,  we found  it was b l o c k e d  by a "body" - someone 
f r o z e n  i n  a n  awkward p o s i t i o n  wonde r ing  what  t o  d o  n e x t .  He was 
" t a l k e d  down" ( o u t  o f  t h e  r i f t )  a t  which  p o i n t  o u r  g r o u p  t o o k  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s e t t i n g  u p  a c h a i n  o f  hands  t o  move t h e  l o a d s  a l o n g  t h e  
R i f t .  We even  p a s s e d  t h e  p a c k s  of  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  g r o u p  - t h e y  were 
as l i g h t  a s  e n v e l o p e s  by compar i son  t o  o u r s .  

We r i g g e d  a " s p a r e  p a r t s "  l a d d e r  a t  t h e  h a n d l i n e  above  Refuge  Aven, t o  
make t h i n g s  s i m p l e r  f o r  t h e  gear h a u l e r s .  Bo th  g r o u p s  exchanged  
p l e a s a n t r i e s  i n  S l a u g h t e r h o u s e  Aven. Mark was h o r r i f i e d  by t h e  
s e v e r e d  p i e c e  o f  h a n d l i n e  I w a s  c a r r y i n g  (h im  n o t  knowing a b o u t  t h e  
new b i t  o f  l a d d e r ! ) .  They moved on down t h e  T r a p d o o r  stream, w h i l e  w e  
hung a b o u t  p l a c i n g  h o s e  p i p e  p r o t e c t i o n  on some o f  t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  
l a d d e r .  A f o o d  b a g  w a s  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  emergency c a c h e ,  c o m p l e t i n g  a 
s t o c k  t h a t  s h o u l d  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ( w i t h o u t  p e r i s h i n g ,  t h a t  is!) .  

I d e s c e n d e d  t h e  30 metre D e s t i n y / B l a c k  R i v e r  p i t c h  f i r s t .  J i m  t h e n  
lowered  t h e  p a c k s  u s i n g  t h e  main r o p e ,  w h i l e  I cowered b e h i n d  s h e l t e r  
i n  c a s e  one  o f  t h e  a i r t a n k s  b r o k e  l o o s e .  A l l  f o l l o w e d  on down, w i t h  
o n l y  J i m ,  L e w  and myse l f  c o n t i n u i n g  w i t h  t h e  l o a d s  t o  t h e  d i v e  s i t e .  

An o v e r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  p i e c e  of  r e a s o n i n g  on my p a r t  l e d  t o  an  a t t e m p t  
t o  h a u l  gear up  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  b o u l d e r  p i l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  l u g  t h e  
s t u f f  t h r o u g h  i t .  The f i r s t  l o a d  t r i e d  w a s  an  a i r t a n k ,  p e r h a p s  
u n w i s e l y ,  as i t  n a t u r a l l y  jammed u n d e r  an  o v e r h a n g ,  s e n d i n g  m e  o f f  
i n t o  a t i r a d e  o f  c u r s e s .  A l a s t  d i t c h  heave-ho u n b a l a n c e d  m e  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  it  was e i t h e r  m e  o r  i t  t h a t  was g o i n g  t o  f a l l  down t h e  8 
m e t r e s  o f  t h e  r i f t  . . . . . .  Ratt le  . . . . . ,  thump, thump, k a s p l o o o s h  . . . .  
it d i d n ' t  g o  o f f ,  l a n d i n g  u p r i g h t  i n  t h e  mud! D i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  I 
t h o u g h t ,  as I had a l w a y s  wondered what  o n e  would sound  l i k e .  A d i r t y  
great  tear  i n  my new pack  w a s  t h e  o n l y  c a s u a l t y .  

We r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p i t c h  a b o u t  Zpm, m e  f r a n t i c a l l y  s h o o i n g  t h e  o t h e r s  
up  t h e  t h i n g ,  m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  5pm d e a d l i n e  a t  t h e  g a t e .  I n e e d n ' t  
have  w o r r i e d ,  as w e  made q u i t e  good time back  o u t  o f  t h e  c a v e .  Even 
had time t o  a f f o r d  o u r s e l v e s  t h e  l u x u r y  of  a b r i e f  " l a z e "  back  a t  t h e  
cars.  Everyone  e n j o y e d  t h e  t r i p  t r e m e n d o u s l y ;  i t s  g r e a t  t o  be  b a c k  i n  
t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  a g a i n  . . . . .  Many t h a n k s  t o  L e i g h ,  Andrew and Lew f rom 
J i m  and m y s e l f .  Does anyone  want t o  h e l p  o u t  on t h e  a c t u a l  d i v e ? ?  

Nick  Hume 
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( R e l e v a n t )  q u o t e  of  t h e  month: 

P e r s o n  A: "We're g o i n g  d i v i n g  t h i s  weekend . . . "  

P e r s o n  B :  " I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' l l  go  . . . .  I ' v e  o n l y  g o t  a s n o r k e l . "  

Growlim! S w m e t  i n  D e ~ t h !  27 F e b r u a r y ,  1988 

D i v e r s :  James D a v i s  and Nick Hume. 

Back i n  September  1985 ,  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  and myse l f  d i v e d  t h e  
downstream sump i n  B l a c k  R i v e r  t o  emerge i n  some s i z e a b l e  new p a s s a g e  
we named C o e l a c a n t h .  D u r i n g  a f o l l o w  up  t r i p  t h a t  O c t o b e r ,  w e  
s u r v e y e d  C o e l a c a n t h  f o r  400  metres t o  a s t a t i c  p o o l  - Swal lowing  
G u l l e t  Sump. A b r i e f  f o r a y  w a s  made i n t o  t h i s  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  of  it 
b y p a s s i n g  t h e  B l a c k  R i v e r  b l o c k a g e  and t h u s  y i e l d i n g  more c a v e .  
I n s t e a d  it p roved  t o  b e  a  submerged t u b e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  b e d d i n g  p l a n e  
t o  d e p t h s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1 0  m e t r e s  ( s e e  S p e l e o  S p i e l  2 1 0 ) .  

L i t t l e  more was made o f  t h e  f i n d  a t  t h e  time. R a t h e r  i t  was l e f t  i n  
abeyance  as a s i t e  p e r h a p s  w o r t h  a p r o t r a c t e d  d i v i n g  o p e r a t i o n  a t  some 
f u t u r e  d a t e .  More r e c e n t l y  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  T r e v ' s  m a s t e r  s u r v e y  
u s i n g  S t u a r t ' s  SMAPS f a c i l i t y  h a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Swal lowing  
G u l l e t  is t h e  d e e p e s t  s u r v e y e d  p o i n t  i n  t h e  greater  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  
s y s t e m ;  t h i s  added an  e x t r a  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  t h e r e .  Not o n l y  
migh t  a  p u s h  d i v e  f i n d  more d r y  a i r  p a s s a g e ,  b u t  even  it d i d n ' t ,  a n  
u n d e r w a t e r  s u r v e y  would enhance  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  by a t  l e a s t  
t e n  m e t r e s  and p o s s i b l y  m o r e . . . . .  

J i m ,  L e i g h ,  Andrew, Lew and I had done  an  a i r t a n k  c a r r y  t o  B l a c k  R i v e r  
t h e  p r e c e d i n g  weekend ( s e e  t r i p  r e p o r t  a b o v e ) .  Even s o ,  t h e r e  was a 
d e p r e s s i n g l y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  g e a r  t h a t  s t i l l  needed  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  i n  
and t h e r e  were o n l y  two of  u s  t h i s  t i m e .  We made good t i m e  t h r o u g h  
Windy R i f t  t o  t h e  head of  t h e  t h i r t y  metre p i t c h .  Thorough 
f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h i s  a r e a  p roved  n o t  t o o  t a x i n g  on t h e  e n t h u s i a s m .  

Gear h a u l i n g  on t h e  p i t c h  and t h r o u g h  t h e  b o u l d e r  p i l e  s lowed u s  down 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  t h o u g h  we r e v i v e d  w i t h  i n t e r m i n a b l e  c u p s  of  c o f f e e  o n c e  
i n  B l a c k  R i v e r  i t s e l f .  The s t o v e  p r o v e d  u s e f u l  i n  more ways t h a n  o n e ;  
d i s c a r d e d  c l o t h e s  were p l a c e d  o v e r  a b i l l y  o f  h o t  water t o  e n s u r e  a 
warm change  on o u r  r e t u r n .  A f t e r  t h i s  p o i n t  w e t  s u i t s  were  t h e  o r d e r  
o f  t h e  d a y .  T h a t  hands  and k n e e s  c r a w l  down t o  t h e  f i r s t  sump i n  f u l l  
d i v i n g  gear was d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  l eas t  memorable p a r t  o f  t h e  t r i p .  

J i m  d i v e d  t h e  f i x e d  l i n e  f i r s t ,  t h r a s h i n g  a b o u t  a f a i r  b i t , f o r  w e  were 
b o t h  u n d e r w e i g h t e d  d u e  t o  l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  g e a r  car r ies .  My d i v e  
was even  more i n t e r e s t i n g ,  as we o n l y  had one  p a i r  o f  f l i p p e r s  be tween  
u s ,  f o r  much t h e  same r e a s o n  and I drew t h e  s h o r t  straw. "Walking on 
t h e  c e i l i n g ,  n o t  much room down t h e r e  . . . . . . "  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  t u b e  is 
s h a l l o w  and o n l y  f i f t e e n  metres l o n g .  I t  b r o u g h t  u s  u p  i n  a  s h o r t  
p a s s a g e  and t h e n  t h r o u g h  a d u c k  i n t o  t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  b o r e h o l e  of  t h e  
C o e l a c a n t h .  

From h e r e  J i m  c a r r i e d  t h e  72 c u b i c  f o o t  a i r t a n k  w h i l e  I s h o u l d e r e d  t h e  
3 0  " c u b i c  f o o t e r "  and one  s e t  of  d i v i n g  gear i n  a  c a v e  p a c k  I had 
d r a g g e d  t h r o u g h .  P a s t  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of B l a c k  R i v e r  i n t o  breakdown, 
a n  a n c i e n t  o v e r f l o w  p a s s a g e  p r o v i d e s  f a i r l y  e a s y  g o i n g  t o  t h e  f i n a l  
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sump. The sump p o o l  is n o t  f e d  f rom any  s o u r c e  n o r m a l l y .  R a t h e r  it 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  water res t  w i t h i n  t h e  c a v e  and  hence  is r e m a r k a b l y  
clear ( c o m p a r a b l e  i n  v i s i b i l i t y  t o  M t  Gambier s t u f f ) .  S m a l l  r a f t s  o f  
" h a r d "  f r o t h  on i ts s u r f a c e  f u r t h e r  a t t e s t  t o  its stasis. 

Dive  p r e p a r a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c l a m p i n g  t h e  smaller t a n k  t o  t h e  l a r g e  
s o  it c o u l d  b e  u s e d  w i t h  t h e  one  backpack .  Thus two s e p a r a t e  SCUBA 
s y s t e m s  were  c a r r i e d ,  w i t h  30  c u b i c  f e e t  o f  a i r  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  
p e n e t r a t i o n  d i v e  ( b y  t h e  " l / 3  r u l e "  ) .  T h i s  p r o v i d e d  a good marg in  o f  
s a f e t y  f o r  a m o d e r a t e l y  l o n g  d i v e ,  s h o u l d  t h e  need  a r i se .  

F o r  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e  r e e l  l i n e  was t a g g e d  a t  t e n  metre i n t e r v a l s  w i t h  
i n d e l i b l e  m a r k i n g s  i n d i c a t i n g  metre d i v i s i o n s .  A w r i s t  s l a t e  
c o m p r i s i n g  compass ,  c a p i l l a r y  d e p t h  gauge  and p e n c i l  comple t ed  t h e  
n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  c o - o r d i n a t e  g a t h e r i n g .  The l i n e  w a s  t i e d  o f f  above  
t h e  t a p e s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i m i t  o f  s u r v e y  and f e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  
a d u c k  t o  t h e  sump chamber p r o p e r .  

A l a s t  m i n u t e  g e a r  c h e c k  was f o l l o w e d  by m e n t a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  b e a r i n g  
i n  mind t h e  s u r v e y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and t h e  v a r i o u s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  l a y  
a h e a d .  I even  c a r r i e d  a s e t  of d e c o m p r e s s i o n  t a b l e s  - p r e p a r e d  f o r  
a n y t h i n g !  The w a t e r  c l a r i t y  was e x c e p t i o n a l ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  u s u a l l y  
meagre h e l m e t  mounted t o r c h e s  t o  g i v e  a  r a d i u s  o f  v i s i o n  of  s e v e r a l  
metres. Good v i z  a d d s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  t o  d i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h i s  was 
s o m e t h i n g  of  a career h i g h l i g h t !  

The p a s s a g e  w a s  f l a t  r o o f e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  c l e a v e  o f  t h e  b e d d i n g  
p l a n e ,  d i p p i n g  a t  a b o u t  1 5  d e g r e e s  o r  s o .  I t  was 1 1/2 t o  2 m e t r e s  
h i g h  and 3  t o  4 metres wide  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a n  e a s t e r l y  b e a r i n g  w i t h  
o n l y  minor  v a r i a t i o n s .  These  were  " d e n o t e d "  w i t h  t i e  o f f s  t o  
s c u l p t e d  f i n s ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l e a n  w a l l s .  I moved s l o w l y  t o  s t a y  ahead  
o f  t h e  minor  s i l t a t i o n  th rown up f rom t h e  l a r g e l y  g r a v e l  f l o o r .  T h i s  
a l l o w e d  time t o  e n j o y  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  between b o u t s  o f  s u r v e y i n g .  

A t  a p o i n t  some s i x t y  metres from a i r s p a c e  a ser ies  o f  r o o f  "humps" 
p a r t i a l l y  o b s c u r e d  a downward s l o p i n g  g r a v e l  bank .  T h i s  I t o o k  t o  
mean a n  a b r u p t  upward t r e n d  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  t h i s  i m p l i e d .  
I made one  more t i e  o f f  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  l i n e  i n t o  t h i s  s l o t ,  b e f o r e  
e n t e r i n g  i t .  Di sappo in tmen t !  The g r a v e l  bank c o n t i n u e d  r i g h t  up t o  
t h e  r o o f  s e a l i n g  o f f  any  c o n t i n u a t i o n .  T h e r e  were  some t i n y  
" s c a l l o p s "  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and l e f t ,  b u t  no  o t h e r  way o n .  The bank w a s  
l o o s e ,  b u t  d i g g i n g  w a s  c l e a r l y  h o p e l e s s  and I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
as f a r  as I c o u l d  get  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  as t h e  s i l t a t i o n  a r r i v e d .  

My c a p i l l a r y  g a u g e ,  b e i n g  p e r v e r s e l y  American,  had i m p e r i a l  
g r a d u a t i o n s  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  l o w e s t  p o i n t  r e a c h e d  as 63 f e e t  ( 1 9  metres 
i n  no rma l  p a r l a y ! ) .  I k n o t t e d  t h e  l i n e  and c l i p p e d  on a  s l u n g  l e a d  
w e i g h t  as t h e  f i n a l  s u r v e y  s t a t i o n .  Only  t h e  j o b  o f  c u t t i n g  i t  
remained  b e f o r e  h e a d i n g  back ;  f u n n y  how r e l u c t a n t  you are t o  l e a v e  
when t h e r e ' s  h e a p s  o f  a i r  r e m a i n i n g  i n  y o u r  t a n k .  

On t h e  homeward l e g  t h e  v i z  was down t o  a metre, n o t  bad f o r  stil l  
water. A l i n e  d r i f t  h e l d  m e  up  b r i e f l y  b e f o r e  a f a m i l i a r  k n i f e b l a d e  
o f  r o c k  l e d  m e  t o w a r d s  f r i e n d l i e r  g r o u n d .  J i m  was a welcome s i g h t ,  
even  t h o u g h  t h e  d i v e  had been  f a i r l y  s h o r t ,  and d i d  a n  a d m i r a b l e  j o b  
of  h a u l i n g  m e  f rom t h e  water. 

We wandered b a c k  t o  t h e  gear abandoned a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  sump. Here I 
commit ted  s l a t e  n o t e s  t o  p r o p e r  s u r v e y  s h e e t s  b e f o r e  w e  headed o f f  t o  



SPELEO SPIEL 235 
March, 1988 AJaL SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE. . . 

Page  S 

d o  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  s u r v e y  j o b ,  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  T r e v o r .  The d e t o u r  was t o  
more a c c u r a t e l y  p l a c e  t h e  huge breakdown s ide -chamber  on t h e  m a s t e r  
s u r v e y .  Rumour h a s  it t h a t  C o e l a c a n t h  s h o u l d  c o n n e c t  t h r o u g h  t o  Space  
Rat  A l l e y ,  even  t h o u g h  t h e  f o r m e r  would b e  some t h i r t y  metres be low.  

I f i g u r e d  t h e  p l a c e  must  have r e c e i v e d  a v i s i t  f rom Ro lan ,  r e s e m b l i n g  
as it d o e s ,  t h e  s i t e  of  a n  unde rg round  n u c l e a r  t e s t .  The v a s t  dome of  
t h e  r o o f  was smooth w i t h  t h e  mud " c r a z i n g "  r e a d y  t o  c o l l a p s e .  
F l o w s t o n e  on t h e  r i g h t  hand w a l l  was s c o u r e d  and s t r i a t e d  by p a s t  
d e l u g e s  of  e x p l o d i n g  r o c k f a l l  and b l o c k s  on t h e  s l o p i n g  f l o o r  a p p e a r e d  
se t  t o  t r i g g e r  a n  a v a l a n c h e  i f  u n s e a t e d .  

The s u r v e y  p r o c e e d e d  c a u t i o u s l y ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  
s p o n t a n e o u s  d e b r i s  s l i d e .  A c l i m b  a t  t h e  f a r  end o f  t h e  chamber 
d i d n ' t  seem v e r y  h o s p i t a b l e  and w a s n ' t  a t t e m p t e d .  Two i n l e t s  e n t e r i n g  
a b o u t  t w e n t y  metres u p  are p o s s i b l e  c o n t e n d e r s  f o r  a c o n n e c t i o n  
a l t h o u g h  a c c e s s  would d e f i n i t e l y  have  t o  come f rom a b o v e .  The a p e x  o f  
t h e  dome is h a r d  up  a g a i n s t  t h e  l i n e  of  t h e  main d r a i n  and a t  25 
metres above  t h e  s t reamway c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  i n  q u e s t i o n .  No 
f e a t u r e s  were  v i s i b l e  t h e r e  t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s .  We t i e d  back  t o  a known 
c a i r n ,  o u r  e n t h u s i a s m  n o t  s t r e t c h i n g  t o  c h e c k i n g  a n y t h i n g  f u r t h e r .  

A t t e m p t s  were made t o  " s t a r t "  some soggy  c i g a r e t t e s  t h a t  had been  
s towed  i n  a t o r c h .  F r u s t r a t e d  i n  t h i s  we t h e n  donned d i v i n g  g e a r  and 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  B l a c k  R i v e r .  He re  I o f f e r e d  t o  assist J i m  
on a  d i v e  i n t o  P e n d a n t  P o t  w h i l e  w e  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  He o p i n e d  
t h a t  he  would c l e a r l y  l i k e  t o  d o  t h a t ,  b u t  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  he  d i d ,  it 
was u n l i k e l y  t h a t  he  would make i t  back  o u t  o f  t h e  cave !  

More c o f f e e  b rewing  a v o i d e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  how w e  were g o i n g  t o  c a r r y  
a l l  t h e  gear.  E v e n t u a l l y  w e  moved; my p a c k  must  have been  a r o u n d  t h e  
t h i r t y  k i l o g r a m  mark and I had a l i n e  reel  and bag  of  b i t s  i n  my 
hands .  J i m  w a s n ' t  a n y  b e t t e r  o f f ,  h a v i n g  t o  d r a g  t h e  s t e e l  t a n k  as 
w e l l  as h a v i n g  a s i m i l a r l y  heavy  p a c k .  The r e t r e a t  t o o k  f o u r  h o u r s ,  
much o f  i t  res t  s t o p s .  Windy R i f t  was t h e  t e s t  p i e c e  f o r  o u r  
d w i n d l i n g  r e s e r v e s  of  s t r e n g t h .  J i m  d i d  v e r y  w e l l ,  i e  I m e r e l y  
a l i g n e d  t h e  p a c k s  and h e  d i d  most  o f  t h e  l i f t i n g !  Wi thou t  t h i s  
e f f o r t ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  g e a r  would s t i l l  b e  i n  t h e r e .  We emerged f rom 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  a t  lam, a f t e r  some t h i r t e e n  h o u r s  u n d e r g r o u n d .  

Swa l lowing  G u l l e t  sump is a t  -356 m e t r e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
s u r v e y .  T h i s  makes s e n s e  i n  v i ew  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Dreamtime c o r n e r  
was f o r m e r l y  r e g a r d e d  as t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e e p e s t  p o i n t  a t  -154 metres. 
No s u r v e y  h a s  been  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  Dreamtime sump ( a  j o b  i n  
p r e s s i n g  n e e d ! )  and a  f u r t h e r  two m e t r e  f a l l  h e r e  seems  l i k e l y .  Thus ,  
f o r  t h e  known p a r t  o f  t h e  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  s y s t e m ,  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
w a t e r  t a b l e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a t  t h e  -356 metre mark.  I t  is p e r h a p s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  Swal lowing  G u l l e t  is w i t h i n  t h e  w a t e r  r e s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  
more r emote  sump is s t i l l  f l o w i n g .  

The a d d i t i o n a l  1 9  metres of  s u r v e y e d  d e p t h  found  i n  t h i s  t r i p  t a k e s  
t h e  s y s t e m  t o  -375 m e t r e s .  I t  is t e n t a t i v e l y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Growl ing  
S w a l l e t  s y s t e m  is now d e e p e r  t h a n  Anna-Kananda on Mount Anne, t hough  
t h e r e ' s  n o t  much i n  i t  (AAK is -373m)! 

T h i s  no  d o u b t  w i l l  g i v e  r i se  t o  some c o n t r o v e r s y .  Whatever t h e  
outcome,  i t  is hoped t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  w i l l  s p u r  g r e a t e r  
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e x p l o r a t i o n  e f f o r t s  i n  b o t h  s y s t e m s  and c a v i n g  g e n e r a l l y .  P e r h a p s  
Rolan w i l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  d o  t h e  e n t i r e  d e s c e n t  / d i v e  / t h r o u g h  
t r i p .  R o l l  on -400 m e t r e s  . . . . . . . .  
A s  a s i d e  i s s u e ,  it  may b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  c a p i l l a r y  g a u g e s  are n o t  t r u e  
i n d i c a t o r s  o f  w a t b r  d e p t h  a t  a l t i t u d e .  Acco rd ing  t o  t h e  N A U I  
p u b l i c a t i o n  " A l t i t u d e  P r o c e d u r e s  F o r  D i v e r s "  by  C.L.  Smi th ,  t h e  
c o r r e c t i o n  f a c t o r  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n v e r t  c a p i l l a r y  r e a d i n g s  t o  a c t u a l  
f r e s h  water d e p t h  a t  t h e  360 metre c o n t o u r  ( e s t i m a t e d  h e i g h t  above  sea 
l e v e l  f o r  Swal lowing  G u l l e t  sump) is 0.98. T h e r e f o r e  t h e  63 f o o t  
gauge  d e p t h  a t t a i n e d  c a l c u l a t e s  o u t  t o  61.7 f e e t  o r  18.8 metres 
a b s o l u t e !  

Nick Hume - 9 March,  1988 

P a r t y :  S t e v e  Bunton and P e t e r  S c h w i t t e r  ( f r o m  S w i t z e r l a n d ) .  

T h i s  d a y  was meant t o  b e  a simple t r i p  t h r o u g h  Midn igh t  H o l e .  R o l e s  
r e i n f o r c e d ,  I was t h e  l o c a l  Tasmanian c a v e  g u i d e  w h i l e  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  
P e t e r  is a moun ta in  g u i d e .  I hope h e ' s  b e t t e r  on h i s  home g round  t h a n  
I am on mine.  I ' d  n o t  done  t h e  c a v e  f o r  two y e a r s  and  t h e n  I w a s  
f o l l o w i n g  m i n d l e s s l y  on someone e l s e ' s  h e e l s  w h i l s t  t h e y  bashed  
h o p e l e s s l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c r u b  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  t r a c k .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  
w e  t o o k  t h e  wrong t r a c k ,  f o l l o w e d  t h e  most  i n s a n e  s y s t e m  of  r e d  tapes,  
t h e r e  b e i n g  as many as f i v e  t a p e s  v i s i b l e  on o c c a s i o n s ,  ended  up  a t  a 
Midn igh t  Hole  l o o k - a l i k e  and d e s c e n d e d  it! A c u r s e ,  change  t o  p r u s i k  
and d e - t r o g  a g a i n  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  d a y .  Another  f o r a y  found  
t h e  oh  s o  o b v i o u s  t r a c k ,  t h e  c a v e ,  e y e b o l t s  and even  w i t h  g e t t i n g  l o s t  
i n  t h e  R o c k f a l l  Chamber it t o o k  u s  less  time t o  d o  t h e  c a v e  t h a n  f i n d  
it f i r s t  o f  a l l .  S i l l y  r e a l l y !  R e a l l y  s i l l y .  

S t e p h e n  Bunton 

Lawrence C r e e k  R i s i n g  6 March, 1988 

" P a r t y " :  S t e f a n  and Rolan E b e r h a r d ,  P e t e r  Cove r ,  James D a v i s  and Nick  
Hume (Clowns and D i v e r s ) ,  p l u s  Adr i enne  Van S c h i e  ( S a f e t y  O f f i c e r ) .  

I t  dawned on m e  t h a t  t h e  o r a n g e  " s n a k e s "  on t h e  r o o f  were b i t s  o f  
s e v e r e d  g u i d e l i n e .  What ' s  more,  t h e  b l a c k  r o c k  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e  t u r n e d  
o u t  t o  b e  S t e f ' s  f l i p p e r .  He a p p e a r e d  t o  t y i n g  k n o t s ,  a s  f a r  as I 
c o u l d  t e l l  i n  t h e  a t r o c i o u s  murk which  a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  why we w e r e n ' t  
moving.  One of  t h e  " s n a k e s "  was pushed  my way, s o  I p a s s e d  t h e  t i m e  
w i n d i n g  t h e  t h i n g  i n  and s t u f f i n g  it up  my w e t s u i t .  These  c o n d i t i o n s  
made M a i n l i n e  seem l i k e  a t o p  c lass  d i v e  . . . . . . . .  
Much l a t e r  came t h e  s q u e e z e .  I d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  g e t  t o  see t h i s  
c o n s t r i c t i o n ,  even  w i t h  my head i n s i d e  it I c o u l d  n o t  see a t h i n g .  
S t e f  went i n s i d e  f e e t  f i r s t  and I o n l y  became aware  o f  t h a t  when h i s  
l i g h t s  c e a s e d  t o  b e  v i s i b l e  f rom h a l f  a metre away. My a t t e m p t s  t o  
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f o l l o w  were h a l t e d  when t h e  l i g h t s  u n e x p e c t e d l y  r e a p p e a r e d ;  he  w a s  
coming back  o u t .  

I v a g u e l y  g l i m p s e d  a  " thumbs  up" s i g n a l  a g a i n s t  t h e  background  o f  a  
t h i r t y  watt beam. Someth ing  of  a  r e l i e f  as w e  had u s e d  a l m o s t  a  t h i r d  
of  t h e  a i r  i n  o u r  d o u b l e  t a n k  a r r a n g e m e n t  g e t t i n g  even  t h i s  f a r .  My 
r e g u l a t o r  seemed o v e r k e e n  t o  s u p p l y  me w i t h  more,  h a v i n g  a minor  
f r e e f l o w  p rob lem and t h e  whole  e x e r c i s e  was f a r  f rom b e i n g  e n j o y a b l e .  
Normal ly  good s e e i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  were r u i n e d  by a m i l k y  c o l l o i d ,  t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  which c o u l d  b e  found  i n  new f o r e s t r y  a c t i v i t y  h i g h  i n  
t h e  w a t e r s h e d .  T h i s  and t h e  c o u p l e  o f  b r e a k s  i n  t h e  f i x e d  l i n e  were 
r a p i d l y  t u r n i n g  hopes  f o r  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n t o  a f a r c e .  

Back a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  r e s u r g e n c e ,  more m a s o c h i s t s  were q u e u i n g  f o r  
a " f i x " .  P e t e  and J i m  n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  r o o f  o f  f a l l e n  l o g s  i n t o  a 
crowded sump p o o l ,  S t e f  and I h a v i n g  j u s t  re -emerged .  P r o s p e c t s  f o r  
anyone  d o i n g  v e r y  much were g r i m ,  b u t  t h e y  had a  g o  anyway. 

I was u l t r a k e e n  t o  get  o u t  o f  t h e  p l a c e .  Wet s u i t s  a r e  a b i t  m a r g i n a l  
i n  t h e s e  water t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  s u i t  c o m p r e s s i o n  a t  
d e p t h .  B e f o r e  I had even  r e c o n c i l e d  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  b e i n g  t h e r e ,  t h e  
o t h e r s  s u r f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h o s e  r e t u r n i n g  f rom v e r y  
t r o u b l e d  s l e e p .  J i m  w a s  s p e e c h l e s s ,  t h o u g h  P e t e  w a s  a b i t  more 
f l u e n t ,  d e s c r i b i n g  s e e i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  a g e s t u r e  o f  b r i n g i n g  f i n g e r  
up  t o  n o s e .  They were c l e a r l y  un impres sed  by t h i s  s econd  l a r g e s t  
r e s u r g e n c e  of  t h e  v a l l e y .  

Nobody was keen on r e p e a t i n g  t h e i r  d o s e s  of  i n s a n i t y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
s u r p l u s  o f  a i r  t a n k s  w e  had b r o u g h t .  On d e b r i e f i n g ,  o u r  p l a n s  f o r  
pushing/surveying/photographing t h e  p l a c e ,  d i e d  i n  t h e  bum. I t  would 
p r o b a b l y  t a k e  y e a r s  f o r  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  improve s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  w a r r a n t  
coming b a c k .  T h i s  c a u s e d  l i t t l e  e n t e r t a i n i n g  o f  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  

Rolan w a i t e d  f o r  h a l f  a n  hou r  or s o  w h i l e  s i l t a t i o n  c l e a r e d  a l i t t l e ,  
b e f o r e  t a k i n g  h i s  t u r n .  Donning s i d e  mounted t a n k s ,  h e  r e sembled  an 
i n s e c t  w i t h  f o u r  a rms ;  u s e f u l  f o r  l i n e  management p e r h a p s .  F r u s t r a t e d  
by t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  d i s c o v e r y ,  h e  l a i d  i n t o  a n  o b s t r u c t i n g  f i n  o f  
l i m e s t o n e  w i t h  a g e o l .  p i c k .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  way a l o n g  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
s e r i e s  is a b i t  c l e a r e r  now. 

Adr i enne  r e t r e a t e d  i n t o  u n i  t e x t b o o k s  i n  between b o u t s  o f  "sump 
w a t c h i n g " ,  an  e n v i a b l y  more p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  d a y .  We packed  up  
and d r o v e  t o  t h e  S t y x  Road i n  a n  attempt t o  r e l o c a t e  P i l l e n g e r s  C r e e k  
Cave .  Not h a v i n g  been  t h e r e  s i n c e  1981 ,  numerous s i d e  r o a d s  had me 
f o o l e d  b e f o r e  I t h i n k  w e  l o c a t e d  i ts a p p r o x i m a t e  l o c a t i o n .  Lack o f  
t i m e  p r e v e n t e d  u s  f rom c o n f i r m i n g  t h i s  p r o p e r l y .  Thus  ended one  of  
t h o s e  h o r r o r  d a y s  t h a t  seem t o  c r o p  u p  e v e r y  now and t h e n .  

Nick  Hume 

D r i b b l e s p i t  S w a l l e t  is no  new d i s c o v e r y .  The h o l e  h a s  been known 
a b o u t  s i n c e  t h e  o l d  d a y s  when n e a r b y  KD and Cau ld ron  were " g o e r s " .  A 
s t r i p l i n g  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  was even  t h e r e  when t h e  70m e n t r a n c e  p i t c h  
was d e s c e n d e d  u s i n g  l a d d e r s .  No g o  t h e y  s a i d .  I t  o f t e n  p a y s  t o  b e  
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s k e p t i c a l  a b o u t  s u c h  p ronouncemen t s  when t a l k i n g  c a v e s .  Sometimes,  i n  
r e t r o s p e c t ,  e a g e r n e s s  t o  p r o v e  t h e  r e v e r s e  may seem a l i t t l e  
m i s p l a c e d .  A t  any  r a t e ,  Nick  Hume and I had been  down D r i b b l e s p i t  a 
c o u p l e  of  y e a r s  ago  f o r  a second  l o o k .  A t  t h e  "bo t tom"  a s h o r t  
a d d i t i o n a l  p i t c h  was found  and d e s c e n d e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  w a s  
e x t r e m e l y  t i g h t .  Ano the r  t r i p  some time l a t e r  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  much 
f u r t h e r .  

On t h e  1 7 t h  F e b r u a r y  1988 ,  Martyn C a r n e s  and I went  back  t o  
D r i b b l e s p i t  f o r  one  more a t t e m p t  a t  p a s s i n g  t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n .  
M a r t y n ' s  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  h i s  lamp d i d  n o t  omen w e l l ,  b u t  a f t e r  some 
awkward s q u e e z i n g  and a l o t  o f  hammering, t h e  way on l a y  o p e n .  A 
h o r i z o n t a l  s q u e e z e  l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  b r i n k  o f  a d r o p .  I t  looked  
good . . .  a n o t h e r  Dwarrowdelf  p e r h a p s ?  Poor  d e l u d e d  c a v e r s . . .  

The 2 6 t h  F e b r u a r y  saw u s  b o t h  b a c k  a t  D r i b b l e s p i t  w i t h  enough s p a r e  
r o p e  t o  accommodate o u r  h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  The d r o p  beyond t h e  
s q u e e z e  was o n l y  s h o r t  and l e d  t o  t h e  t o p  of  a more s u b s t a n t i a l  p i t c h .  
I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  r o u g h l y  25 metres down walls  o f  e x t r e m e l y  r o t t e n  
rock/mud ( s h a d e s  o f  P e a n u t  B r i t t l e  P o t ) .  Below t h i s  was more t i g h t  
r i f t .  H o r r i b l e .  Ano the r  s q u e e z e  was bashed  open t o  r e v e a l  t h e  t o p  o f  
a f u r t h e r  p i t c h .  T h i s  had t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t r i p .  Meanwhile,  
M a r t y n ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  what  is r e a s o n a b l e  had been  s o r e l y  o f f e n d e d  by 
t h e  s q u e e z e s  above  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p i t c h .  He swore  n e v e r  t o  go  back  . . .  
Martyn d i d  p r o m i s e  n o t  l e t  on what D r i b b l e s p i t  was r e a l l y  l i k e  and on 
7 March a  b i g  g r o u p  o f  c a v e r s  t u r n e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  show. T r e v o r  Wailes, 
S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d ,  P a u l  B a u s t e a d ,  James D a v i s  and I a l l  
r i g g e d  up  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Some p e o p l e  even  looked  m a r g i n a l l y  keen .  
A c o u p l e  of  h o u r s  l a t e r  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  t h e  t h r e e  of  u s  - S t e f a n , J a m e s  
and I - a t  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  f r o n t .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i f t h  p i t c h  i n  t h e  
c a v e  s o  f a r  and t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  o n l y  a  s h o r t  d r o p  i n t o  an  e l o n g a t e d  
r i f t .  The q u a l i t y  o f  r o c k  had n o t  improved ,  n o r  d i d  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n s  
l o o k  a n y  more i n v i t i n g .  Leads  a t  e i t h e r  end of  t h e  r i f t  were 
i m p o s s i b l y  n a r r o w .  However, a small o p e n i n g  above  f l o o r  l e v e l  w a s  
d i s c o v e r e d  w i t h  a d r o p  beyond .  C u r s i n g  t h e  mud we s l i d  down a f u r t h e r  
two p i t c h e s .  The way on was f a r  f rom i n v i t i n g :  a c o n s t r i c t e d  v a d o s e  
canyon .  But  t h e  t a n t a l i s i n g  d r a u g h t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i g n o r e d .  

I t  would be  h a r d  t o  s a y  p r e c i s e l y  how f a r  w e  p r o g r e s s e d  a l o n g  t h i s  
d i s g u s t i n g  p a s s a g e .  P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  o n l y  50 metres i n  h o r i z o n t a l ,  b u t  
i t  seemed a  l o t  f u r t h e r .  I t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p a u s e  s e v e r a l  times and 
hammer c o n s t r i c t i o n s  open b e f o r e  w r i g g l i n g  a l o n g  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r .  
Where was it l e a d i n g  t o ?  Khazad-dum p r o b a b l y ,  b u t  we a d m i t t e d  d e f e a t  
f o r  t h e  time b e i n g .  The t h u n d e r  o f  f a l l i n g  water c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  
somewhere i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  More work w i t h  hammer and  c h i s e l  w i l l  b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  rea l i se  a c o n n e c t i o n .  

The t r i p  back  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  was l i k e  a  bad dream.  P r u s i k  g e a r  had t o  
b e  t a k e n  o f f  twice i n  o r d e r  t o  n e g o t i a t e  v a r i o u s  s q u e e z e s .  A s c e n d e r s  
c l o g g e d  w i t h  mud and r e f u s e d  t o  g r i p  t h e  r o p e .  We r e a c h e d  t h e  s u r f a c e  
l o n g  a f t e r  s u n s e t :  a t  l eas t  it w a s n ' t  r a i n i n g .  

Rolan E b e r h a r d  

NOTE: Anne-A-Kananda, A u s t r a l i a ' s  d e e p e s t  c a v e  ( ? ? )  on M t  Anne is now 
o f f i c i a l l y  s p e l t  Annakananda ( a s  d e c r e e d  by  t h e  Nomencla ture  B o a r d ) .  




