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EDITORIAL 

Winter ,  and a few e a s i e r  t r i p s  are on t h e  c a r d s ,  ones  more s u i t a b l e  t o  
t h e  n o v i c e  c a v e r s  " s u r f a c i n g "  i n  o u r  m i d s t .  Sesame is an i d e a l  such  
cave  and t h e  Leigh/Nick team are d e f i n i t e  s t a r t e r s ,  s o  why n o t  j o i n  
t h e  queue! T a s s i e  P o t ,  O w l  P o t  and a K D s e r p e n t i n e  c i r c u i t  are o t h e r  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e s e  s o r t s  of " s o c i a l "  
t r i p s ,  come a l o n g  t o  mee t ings  and make some s u g g e s t i o n s .  

A few harder  t r i p s  a r e  on t h e  agenda as w e l l :  how d o e s  a d i v e  t r i p  t o  
Main l ine  t a k e  your  fancy! With a b i t  of  l u c k  and c o - o r d i n a t i o n  t h i s  
may a c t u a l l y  happen (and may a l r e a d y  have) .  Ki lomet res  more i n  
Growling S w a l l e t  would have T r e v ' s  e y e s  s p a r k l i n g ,  b u t  enough of t h i s  
c h o r t l e . .  . . . . 

Could members p i c k i n g  up and d r o p p i n g  o f f  gear, a t  t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r s  
s t o r e ,  p l e a s e  inform them of t h e i r  p r e s e n c e .  F a i l u r e  t o  d o  s o  cou ld  
b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  as a  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n c u r s i o n  and r e s u l t  i n  t h e  o f f e n d e r  
b e i n g  a s s a u l t e d  by a 4  by 2 ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  e lse  t o  hand. 

Club lamps c o n t a i n  a c i d !  I t  shou ld  n o t  be  d i l u t e d  s o  much t h a t  i ts 
e f f i c i e n c y  s t a r t s  t o  f a l l  o f f ,  as i n  when it t a k e s  a s w i m  i n  a p lunge 
p o o l  a l o n g  w i t h  its weare r ,  o r  when its hosed o f f  a f t e r  t h e  t r i p .  

5 B e t t e r  t o  "whack" some e lec t r ica l  t a p e  over  t h e  b r e a t h e r  h o l e s  ( o f  t h e  
b a t t e r y  ! ), i f  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  is l i k e l y  t o  happen. S y r i n g i n g  
t h e  e x c e s s  o u t  is a  r e a l  b a s t a r d  ! 

I t  h a s  been n o t i c e d  t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  person h a s  a p e r f e c t l y  good AC/DC 
T - s h i r t ,  which has  been r u i n e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a c r u d e  c a v i n g  
i l l u s t r a t i o n .  The d e p t h s  of some p e o p l e ' s  tas te  ! 

r e c t i w  - Spe leo  S p i e l  236: "Caves Near Kandrian,  PNG" a r t i c le :  
" A l i n b i t  River"  shou ld  r e a d  " A l i n b i t  River"  
"Laiana"  shou ld  r e a d  "Laiana"  
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d  Utterances & 0 0 e r  O d d i t i e s  
. . 

Does someone know s o m e t h i n g  w e  d o n ' t  . . . . .  ? " . . . . . E X I T  CAVE, M I N I  
MARTIN AND MIDNIGHT HOLE CONNECT TO CREATE A 17 KM SYSTEM.. . . . " ;  t h i s  
was q u o t e d  i n  t h e  DEEP C A V I N G  DOWN UNDER a r t i c l e  o f  A p r i l ' s  AUSTRALIAN 
GEOGRAPHIC. One of  a number of  d u b i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  made i n  t h e  
s t o r y ,  b u t  t h e n  I ' m  p r o n e  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  b i t  o f  p o e t i c  l i c e n s e  
m y s e l f .  

On t h e  whole ,  t h e  s p r e a d  was e x c e l l e n t  t hough ,  c o v e r i n g  SUSS'S b a t t l e s  
w i t h  f o r c e  t e n  g a l e s  on Mount Anne, c a v i n g  on t h e  N u l l a r b o r  p l u s  a 
w e l l  d e s e r v e d  t r i b u t e  t o  A 1  W a r i l d ' s  c a v i n g  s k i l l s  by J u l i a  James .  
I n c l u d e d  a l s o  is a f o l d o u t  wallmap/summary o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  ma jo r  c a v i n g  
areas (maybe i t ' l l  f i t  u n d e r  my CURE p o s t e r ! ) .  A l l  t h i s  and t h e  good 
p h o t o s  make c a v i n g  l o o k  e x c i t i n g  s t u f f ,  f rom t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  
a r m c h a i r  anyway . . . .  

S p e a k i n g  of wh ich ,  an  e x c e l l e n t  new c a v i n g  book h a s  been  s e e n  a r o u n d  
l a t e l y .  David J u d s o n ' s  CAVING PRACTICE AND EQUIPMENT is a  " t a d "  on 
t h e  e x p e n s i v e  s i d e  a t  $47, b u t  it h a s  t o  b e  by f a r  and away t h e  b e s t  
t e c h n i c a l  g u i d e  y e t ,  e a s i l y  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  f o r m e r  ( a n d  v e r y  d a t e d )  
" b i b l e "  o f  t h e  c a v i n g  a r t s ,  Montgomery's  SINGLE ROPE TECHNIQUES. 

While  owing much t o  Montgomery's  o r i g i n a l  f o r m a t ,  s u c h  as g r a p h i c a l l y  
d e p i c t i n g  a m u l t i t u d e  of r i g g i n g  s i t u a t i o n s ,  b l a h ,  b l a h  . . . . ,  i t ' s  t e x t  
is much more r e f i n e d  and c o v e r s  a b r o a d e r  r a n g e  of  c a v i n g  s t y l e s ,  more 
i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  modern a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t  e x p l o r a t i o n .  A s s i s t a n c e  by 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  a u t h o r s  d r a w s  t o g e t h e r  a w e a l t h  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  c o n t e n t  t o  t r e a t  some t o p i c s  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  D e s p i t e  
t h i s  m u l t i - a u t h o r s h i p ,  t h e  s e g m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  book t h r e a d  t o g e t h e r  
v e r y  w e l l  and a r e  r e f r e s h i n g l y  r e a d a b l e .  

The book is b i g ,  a l l o w i n g  p l e n t y  o f  d e t a i l  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  i t ' s  "grass 
r o o t s  c a v i n g "  c h a p t e r s  and o n t o  a p l e t h o r a  o f  e s o t e r i c  s p e c i a l t i e s .  
I n c l u d e d  is v e r y  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on water t r a c i n g ,  c a v e  d i v i n g  
(Mar tyn  F a r r  ), s u r v e y i n g  (Bryan  E l l i s ) ,  e l e c t r o n i c  communica t ions ,  
r e s c u e ,  e x p e d i t i o n  p l a n n i n g ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  c a v e  b i o l o g y ,  g e o l o g y ,  
a r c h a e o l o g y ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  i n s t r u c t e d  c a v i n g ,  e x p l o s i v e s ,  t h e  l is t  is 
e n d l e s s !  A must  f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s  c a v e r  and ( a t  t h e  p r i c e )  t h e  v e r y  
keen a s p i r e r  t o  advanced  s k i l l s .  

A copy  o f  Ben Lyons VENTURING UNDERGROUND, THE NEW SPELEOS G U I D E ,  h a s  
been g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  c l u b  l i b r a r y ,  r e c e n t l y .  The book is a 
c o n c i s e  manual  o f  c a v i n g ,  aimed a t  t h e  b e g i n n e r  t o  medium l e v e l  o f  

- 
e x p e r t i s e .  I t ' s  up t o  d a t e  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  r e v e a l i n g  most  o f  t h e  s t y l e s ,  
t e c h n i q u e s  and g e a r  i n  u s e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime. 

A d e f i n i t e  p l u s  f a c t o r  is its b r i e f  a b s t r a c t i o n s  on s p e l e o g e n e s i s ,  
s u r v e y i n g ,  c a v e  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  e t c ,  t h u s  h i n t i n g  a t  t h e  t y p e s  of  
a c t i v i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p e o p l e  p e r s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  s p o r t .  H i g h l y  
recommended t o  o u r  members, j u s t  s t a r t i n g  o u t .  P l e a s e  d o n ' t  hoard  it 
w i t h  " o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  r e a d "  t h o u g h .  Keeping  it i n  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  
g i v e s  o t h e r s  a c h a n c e  t o  b e  in formed t o o .  

LOWLIFE h e l d  a  "bash"  o r  r a t h e r ,  p a r t y ,  i n  t h e  basement  o f  t h e  S h i p  
H o t e l  r e c e n t l y  (LOWLIFE is t h e  name o f  Martyn C a r n e s  " p o s t -  punk" 
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band!).  Many c a v e r s  were i n  e v i d e n c e ,  r o c k i n g  on ( o r  shou ld  t h a t  b e  
r o c k p i l i n g  on)  ' til t h e  small h o u r s .  Tha t  l e a d g r  of t h e  "b ra t -pack" ,  
R u s s e l l  F u l t o n ,  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  e n j o y i n g  h imsel f  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t ,  l e d  
a s t r a y  t o  some e x t e n t  by an a b s o l u t e l y  v i b r a t i n g  J e f f  W a t s o n m ( t h e  
man's uns toppab le ! ) .  J i n ,  J o ,  Andrew, Rebecca, David, Leigh,  S t e f ,  
Nick and sundry  o t h e r  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  s u b t e r r a n e a n  t y p e s ,  
danced and j i t t e r e d  a b o u t .  I f  o n l y  o u r  c l u b  mee t ings  were l i k e  t h i s ,  
you wouldn ' t  have t o  p u t  up w i t h  t h e  " rhubarb"  over  the .vo lume  of t h e  
music ! 

Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e t a i n i n g  membership i n  t h e  AUSTRALIAN 
SPELEOLOGICAL FEDERATION, s h o u l d  T.C.C. d e c i d e  t o  v o t e  " o u t " ,  see 
Stephen Bunton r e g a r d i n g  something a p p r o p r i a t e .  Speaking of  having 
sympathy f o r  S t e v e ,  s i n c e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  h i s  w o r l d l y  p o s s e s s i o n s  t o  
Hobar t ,  some of  them have gone f o r  a r a t h e r  long  walk. Anyone who 
borrowed h i s  f u l l  s e t  of  CAVING INTERNATIONALS (some covered  i n  
C o n t a c t ) ,  cou ld  t h e y  p l e a s e  l e t  him know. Anything e lse  t h e y ' v e  
borrowed t o o ,  f o r  t h a t  matter: c a r b i d e  l i g h t s ,  h e a t  s h r i n k ,  r u b b e r  
d o l l s  . . . . . . .  "GOD!! !, t h e y  must b e  o u t  t h e r e  somewhere; t h e  mind 
boggles!  " 

While we ' re  having a w i t c h  h u n t ,  an  anonymous donor  t o  t h e  c l u b  g e a r  
s t o r e  is a b i t  KRABBED o f f ! .  Apparen t ly  h i s  generous  g i f t  of  s e v e r a l  
HAILLON RAPIDES, have been u n s i g h t e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  few months ( h e  
wanted t o  p i n c h  them back!) .  Who's f o r  a "knee-capping" t h e n . . . . . . ? ? ?  

CONGRATULATIONS ...... J a n i n e  and Andrew B r i g g s  have j u s t  t u r n e d  o u t  a  
new c a v e r  i n  t h e  form o f  a baby g i r l ,  Kate Adele.  Well done,  w e  c o u l d  
do  w i t h  some more members. Any chance  t h e r e  w i l l  be  more coming soon,  
you t w o . . . . . . . . . . ! ?  

N e w s  h a s  come o u t  a t  l a s t .  JF53,  a c a v e  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  found i n  
t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  h a s  been r e c e n t l y  a s s e s s e d  as b e i n g  h i g h l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y .  Q u i t e  a large number of  s t o n e  
implements and bone f ragments  have a l lowed a d a t i n g  of  c i r c a  24000 
y e a r s  B.P.,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of man some 3500 y e a r s  e a r l i e r  
t h a n  had p r e v i o u s l y  been t h o u g h t .  

Bunty a SOLO NAN ????. On March 29, S tephen Bunton managed t o  s o l o  
KHAZAD DUW. i n  t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g  time o f  s i x  hours  u s i n g  " ta t  t e c h n i q u e " :  
o l d  l l m m  r o p e s  t o  t h e  streamway, 7mm r o p e s  i n  t h e  streamway and 8 m m  
r o p e  on t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h ,  which r e q u i r e d  a b o l t  ( t u t ,  t u t  . . .  E d i t o r  ) 
t a k i n g  h a l f  a n  hour t o  d r i l l .  The b o l t  c a s i n g  is " f l a g g e d  ", j u s t  
abxrve t h e  l i p  where t h e  rope  g o e s  f r e e .  

T h e r e  seems t o  b e  some i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Land of  t h e  Long Black Rain 
Cloud and more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  g o i n g  t h e r e  d u r i n g  n e x t  summer. A r e c e n t  
K i w i  t y p e  v i s i t o r  t o  the R i o h o l a s  I t i n e r a n t  T r a v e l l e r ' s  and O t h e r  
Hanger ' s  On B s t a b l i s h i e n t  i n d i o a t e d  t h a t  much was t r y i n g  t o  happen i n  
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t h a t  l a n d  o f  many s h e e p  and  b i g  h o l e s  ( o r  is t h a t  b i g  s h e e p  and many 
h o l e s ? ? )  o v e r  t h e  Tasman b u t  a  l a c k  of  s u i t a b l e  m a s o c h i s t s , w a s  
hamper ing  p r o c e e d i n g s  somewhat.  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  maybe a  p e r s o n  
o r  t e n  f rom h e r e  c o u l d  b e  t h e  a n s w e r . . . .  The g e n e r a l  i d e ?  c o u l d  b e  t o  
d o  some c a v i n g  i n  t h e  Nelson  a r e a  o r  whe reve r  t h e  b e s t  a c t i o n  w a s  and 
on t h e  o t h e r  f i n e  d a y  d o  some c l i m b i n g  a round  Cook o r  A s p i r i n g  o r  
somewhere.  

I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  see S t u  N i c h o l a s  o r  S t e v e  Bunton soon a s  b o t h  
( p l u s  Lew Mi t che lmore  and p o s s i b l y  even  Nick Hume) w i l l  b e  d o i n g  a 
recce ( d i s g u i s e d  as a s k i  t r i p )  d u r i n g  September  and c h e c k i n g  o u t  t h e  
s c e n e  n e a r l y  f i r s t  hand .  

F a m i l i a r  w i t h  h o r r i b l y  s l i p p e r y  Glug  b o o t s !  You know how d a n g e r o u s  
t h e y  c a n  be  when t h e  s o u l  w e a r s  down a l i t t l e .  Well t h e r e  is  a  v e r y  
p rac t ica l  s o l u t i o n  - j u s t  g e t  them r e s o l e d  w i t h  a S h e r p a  s o l e .  A l l  
t h i s  c a n  b e  done  by a  N e w  Z e a l a n d e r  l i v i n g  a t  B e l l e r i v e ,  t r a d i n g  u n d e r  
t h e  name HORO. While  n o t  o v e r l y  c h e a p ,  t h e  j o b  he d o e s  is v e r y  good 
and t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  g r i p  compared t o  even  a new p a i r  o f  gumboots is  
a s t o n i s h i n g !  Those  s l i m y  w i n t e r  l o g s  a r e  now a b r e e z e ,  n o t  t o  ment ion  
b e i n g  u s e f u l  i n  s l i t h e r y  c a v e  mud. T h a t ' s  what t h e  e d i t o r  t h i n k s  
anyway, and he  t h o r o u g h l y  recommends t h e  p r o c e s s .  

9 t h  A p r i l  1988 

P a r t y :  James D a v i s  and Rolan E b e r h a r d  

A p p a r e n t l y  R i f t  Cave w a s  one  of  t h e  f i r s t  h o l e s  i n  t h e  J u n e e  a r e a  t o  
be  e x p l o r e d  by c a v e r s ,  t h i s  b e i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  A s p e c t a c u l a r  
e n t r a n c e  r a v i n e  l e a d s  t o  a "Rai lway  Tunne l "  p a s s a g e  t h a t  meanders  down 
t o  a d e p t h  of 130 m e t r e s .  One ge t s  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  c a v e  is 
a l m o s t  t o o  b i g  f o r  i ts own good .  Tons of  r u b b l e  have been  swal lowed 
i n t o  t h e  huge e n t r a n c e  and t h i s  f i n a l l y  b l o c k s  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  
d e s c e n d i n g  g a l l e r y  be low.  T h i s  is i n d e e d  u n f o r t u n a t e ,  as R i f t  Cave 
would seem t o  be  j u s t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  v e r y  b i g  and v e r y  o l d  s y s t e m .  I t  
was e x c i t i n g  news when we h e a r d  a b o u t  SCS d i s c o v e r i n g  a major  
e x t e n s i o n  t o  R i f t  Cave i n  March t h i s  y e a r .  

Having been  t o l d  where  t o  l o o k ,  James and I had n o  problem f i n d i n g  t h e  
s t a r t  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  and it seems s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  e x p l o r e d  
e a r l i e r ,  a l t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  an  amount o f  r o c k  had t o  b e  removed t o  
g e t  t h r o u g h  i n i t i a l l y .  The p a s s a g e  r e m a i n s  q u i t e  c o n s t r i c t e d  f o r  a 
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  u n t i l  i t  i n t e r s e c t s  a  v a d o s e  canyon c a r r y i n g  a  s t r e a m .  
A t  t h e  b r i n k  of  a  17 m e t r e  p i t c h  SCS have p l a c e d  two b o l t s ,  one  on 
e i t h e r  w a l l  o u t  i n  t h e  r i f t  above  t h e  p i t c h .  R e f l e c t i v e  b o l t  t a g s  
have been  p u t  t o  good u s e  h e r e .  Even i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  d r y  c o n d i t i o n s  
t h e  p i t c h  was a  b i t  damp t o w a r d s  t h e  bo t tom,  s o  I imag ine  it would be  
q u i t e  wet  n o r m a l l y .  

The p a s s a g e  below c o n t i n u e s  down a  s t e e p  b o u l d e r  s l o p e  e v e n t u a l l y  
o p e n i n g  o u t  i n t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  d e s c e n d i n g  chamber s .  F i n a l l y  a  r u b b l e  
choke  is e n c o u n t e r e d  and t h i s  is t h e  d e e p e s t  p o i n t  a t  -180 m e t r e s  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  SCS s u r v e y .  A s l i g h t  d r a u g h t  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  h e r e ,  
b u t  t h e  amount o f  i n f i l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  o t h e r  l e a d s  might  h o l d  more 
p r o m i s e .  P r o b a b l y  of  some p o t e n t i a l  are p h r e a t i c  t u b e s  t h a t  o c c u r  i n  
t h e  c e i l i n g  a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  h i g h e r  u p  t h e  c a v e .  A s  J ames '  l i g h t  had 
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s t a r t e d  t o  f a d e  b a d l y  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were c u t  s h o r t .  The whole 
t h i n g  is a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c o v e r y .  

Rolan Eberhard .  - 2 0 t h  May 1988 

P a r t y :  Nick Hume, Rolan Eberhard ,  Leigh Douglas.  

Having n o t  been c a v i n g  f o r  many moons it was d e c i d e d  t o  e a s e  our  
b o d i e s  and minds g e n t l y  i n t o  something n o t  t o o  s t r e n u o u s .  R i f t  Cave 
was d e c i d e d  on as Rolan had been t h e r e  a  w h i l e  ago and wanted t o  
r echeck  some l e a d s .  

R i f t  Cave h a s  a m a g n i t i c e n t  ( n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y )  r i f t  e n t r y  a t  t h e  head 
of a  d o l i n e  w i t h  a  s l o p i n g  mud f l o o r  jammed w i t h  b o u l d e r s ;  spearheaded 
s l i p p e r y  l o g s  l e a d  down t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p r o p e r .  

I n s i d e  is a  l a r g i s h  chamber and on its r i g h t  a s m a l l i s h  h o l e  l e a d i n g  
i n t o  t h e  new e x t e n s i o n  found by SCS. A s h o r t  crawl was n e g o t i a t e d  
b e f o r e  we came t o  a windy narrow s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  p r e c e d e s  t h e  
o n l y  real p i t c h  of 17 m e t r e s .  T h i s  was a  l i t t l e  w e t  t o  remind u s  what 
a wet cave  w a s  l i k e .  A f t e r  a b i t  of  l o o s e  b o u l d e r  hopping and a  few 
more low crawls w e  s t o p p e d  n e a r  ' t h e '  sump f o r  a look  a t  a h i g h e r  
p a s s a g e  Rolan wanted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  I found t h e  c l i m b i n g  t i r i n g  s o  
g l a d l y  l e t  Nick and Rolan go on t o  look .  I passed  t h e  t i m e  away 
l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  numerous f o s s i l s  i n  t h e  r o c k s  - s n a i l s  s h e l l s  and 
t h i n g s .  The o t h e r  two r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  having 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  a s h o r t  p i t c h  i n t o  a small b l i n d  t u b e .  A way o v e r  t h e  
head of t h i s  p i t c h  l e d  t o  a  s i d e  p a s s a g e  on t h e  r i g h t  of a r i f t .  T h i s  
h e l d  a n o t h e r  non g o i n g  s h o r t  p i t c h .  

A f t e r  a r e l a x e d  'smoko' s t o p  w e  went t o  t h e  s u r v e y  sump and c o n t i n u e d  
on th rough  a g r o v e l l y  crawl t o  a  v e r t i c a l  and narrow t u b e .  The w a l l s  
were of  s o l i d  r o c k  n o t  mud. T h i s  l e a d  up t o  a squeeze  i n  t h e  roof  
Rolan had l o c a t e d  b u t  c o u l d n ' t  f i t  t h r o u g h .  There  w a s  b a r e l y  enough 
room f o r  two p e o p l e ,  a f t e r  s t a n d i n g  a l l  over  Nick I wormed my way up 
t o  i t .  I c o u l d  s i t  u p r i g h t  i n  it a t  its l i p  b u t  i t  narrowed o u t  t o  a 
p e r f e c t l y  rounded t u b e  w i t h  a s h a r p  elbow bend.  A f t e r  a b i t  of 
w i g g l i n g  I managed t o  g e t  t h r o u g h .  I cane  o u t  o n t o  a  small p l a t f o r m  
w i t h  o n l y  enough room t o  s i t ,  a t  t h e  t o p  of a small p i t c h .  I n  f r o n t  
of me was a  p e r f e c t  s p i k e  and t o  t h e  r i g h t  a p e r f e c t  j u g  h a n d l e .  Both 
n i c e  b e l a y  p o i n t s .  Nick be layed  t h e  end of r o p e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  squeeze ,  f o r  m e .  My he lmet ,  SRT g e a r  and lamp were passed  th rough  
and I was a b l e  t o  h o i s t  them up w i t h  my f o o t .  I n  a v e r y  awkward way I 
managed t o  p u t  them on.  A f t e r  much s t u f f i n g  around I r i g g e d  t h e  
l i t t l e  p i t c h ,  Nick and Rolan s h o u t i n g  a d v i c e  th rough  t h e  h o l e .  From 
t h e  p l a t f o r m  I was s i t t i n g  on t h e  chamber was d i v i d e d  by a t h i n  mud 
w a l l  hollowed o u t  u n d e r n e a t h  s o  I c o u l d  walk from one s i d e  of t h e  
chamber t o  t h e  o t h e r .  

Up t o  t h e  immediate r i g h t  was a  s t e e p l y  s l o p i n g  l o o s e  b o u l d e r  ramp i n  
a  wide r i f t  which t u r n e d  l e f t  s h a r p l y  a f t e r  t e n  m e t r e s  o r  s o  and 
became a b i t  narrow as it had a few suspended b o u l d e r s  jammed above 
me. I was f o l l o w i n g  t h e  water ups t ream.  I t  had sunk i n t o  t h e  mud 
f u r t h e r  back.  I c o n t i n u e d  ups t ream o n l y  a s h o r t  way b u t  d e c i d e d  n o t  
t o  go  on as t h e r e  w a s  a p i l e  of  b o u l d e r s  I had t o  n e g o t i a t e .  The 
o t h e r  b o u l d e r s  th roughou t  t h e  cave  were n o t  v e r y  s t a b l e  s o  I w a s  
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r e l u c t a n t  t o  c l i m b  u p  and o v e r  t h e s e .  I c o u l d  see t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  
c o n t i n u e d  on and up  and my l i g h t  c a u g h t  g l i m p s e s  o f  water t r i c k l e s .  
I t  was d i s a p p o i n t i n g  h a v i n g  t h e  b o u l d e r s  as o b s t a c l e s  and n o t  h a v i n g  
Nick and Rolan h e r e  t o  see my f i n d .  The s q u e e z e  g o i n g  o u t  w a s  a 
l i t t l e  more t r i c k y  and r e q u i r e d  g e t t i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p o s i t i o n  t o  
w i g g l e  o u t .  

The t r i p  o u t  was s l o w  w i t h  r o c k s  bounc ing  b e h i n d  u s .  Rolan 
e x p e r i e n c e d  b e i n g  a t e n  p i n  as a  b a l l  s i z e d  b o u l d e r  r a n  o v e r  him as he  
w a s  coming o u t  o f  a  c r a w l .  The p r u s i k  up  was q u i t e  i n v i g o r a t i n g ,  
wash ing  o u r  muddy s u i t s  c l e a n .  We g o t  o u t  j u s t  on n i g h t f a l l  and made 
o u r  way back  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r e s t  t o  t h e  car .  I t  was v e r y  p l e a s a n t  n o t  
b e i n g  p r e s s u r e d  and r u s h e d  by a f i v e  o ' c l o c k  t i m e  l i m i t .  

L e i g h  D o u g l a s .  

I n  S p e l e o  S p i e l  #49  (Augus t  1970)  is a  t r i p  r e p o r t  by A l b e r t  Goede on 
J F 1 .  I t  d e s c r i b e s  how an  u p p e r  l e v e l  chamber was found  beyond t h e  
b a s e  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s l o p e .  A h o l e  i n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h i s  chamber was 
l a d d e r e d ,  and f rom h e r e  a  w i n d i n g  r i f t  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  a " d i s t i n c t  
d r a u g h t "  l e d  downward. A c o n s t r i c t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  h a l t e d  t h e  
c a v e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  e n l a r g e d  t h e  
h o l e  w i t h  a hammer. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a l l  t h a t  l a y  beyond w a s  a s m a l l  
mud-choked chamber .  A p a r t  f rom d e n i g r a t i n g  J F 1  i n  g e n e r a l ,  i n  h i s  
r e p o r t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  t r i p ,  Noel Whi te  makes t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  comment 
t h a t  "one  small h o l e  was found  on t h e  way u p  w i t h  a s t r o n g  b r e e z e  
b lowing  f rom i t ,  b u t  e x p l o s i v e s  would b e  needed  t o  have any  c h a n c e " .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  J F 1  must  have  been  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s w a l l e t  a t  one  t i m e ,  
p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  is  l o c a t e d  above  where  one  migh t  s u s p e c t  t h e  
unde rg round  c o u r s e  of t h e  J u n e e  R i v e r  t o  b e ,  meant  t h a t  a n o t h e r  g o  a t  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d r a u g h t  was c a l l e d  f o r .  

J F 1  l i e s  b a r e l y  t e n  m i n u t e s  walk  f rom t h e  J u n e e  Q u a r r y  Road, s t a r t i n g  
i n  t h e  b r a c k e n  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of t h e  r o a d  and j u s t  d o w n h i l l  o f  
where  The Chairman t r a c k  b e g i n s .  The e n t r a n c e  is s p a c i o u s  and s l o p e s  
down s t e e p l y  t o  a  mud f l o o r  where  I was i m m e d i a t e l y  s t r u c k  by how c o l d  
t h e  a i r  f e l t  compared w i t h  t h a t  on t h e  s u r f a c e .  A s h o r t  c l i m b  l e a d s  
up  t o  t h e  chamber where  t h e  p i t c h  is.  The c o n t i n u a t i o n  e x p l o r e d  i n  
1970 - a s m a l l  h o l e  n e a r  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  p i t c h ,  and t h e n  a  d e s c e n d i n g  
f o s s i l  canyon - h e l d  l i t t l e  p r o m i s e .  But  n e a r  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  p i t c h  
is a n o t h e r  l e a d  t h a t  h a s  p re sumab ly  a l s o  been  looked  a t  i n  t h e  p a s t .  
A f l o o r  l e v e l  h o l e  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  a s t e e p l y  d e s c e n d i n g  b e d d i n g  p l a n e  
r i f t ,  l i b e r a l l y  c o a t e d  w i t h  s t i c k y  o r a n g e  mud. A t  t h e  bo t tom t h e  l e a d  
seemed t o  end a b r u p t l y ,  b u t  by s i d e w a y s  s q u e e z i n g  between two b o u l d e r s  
I c o u l d  s e e  what l ooked  l i k e  a c o n t i n u a t i o n .  I t  was n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  
i n v i t i n g :  a f l a t t e n e r  b e n e a t h  a l a r g e  b o u l d e r  where  a few i n c h e s  of  
mud would need  t o  b e  removed b e f o r e  s q u e e z i n g  t h r o u g h  migh t  b e  
p o s s i b l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a  c o l d  d r a u g h t  o f  a i r  t h a t  was p r e s e n t  is 
h a r d  t o  i g n o r e .  Whether o r  n o t  t h i s  is t h e  d r a u g h t i n g  h o l e  ment ioned  
i n  t h e  ea r l i e r  t r i p  r e p o r t  is h a r d  t o  s a y ;  c e r t a i n l y  b l a s t i n g  would 
n o t  b e  t h e  b e s t  way t o  get  t h r o u g h .  D igg ing  i n  t h e  cramped c o n d i t i o n s  
would b e  no  p i c n i c  e i t h e r ,  b u t  t h e  s o u r c e  of  t h a t  c o l d  a i r  is 
i n t r i g u i n g  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  

J F 1  is n o t  f a r  f rom t h e  J u n e e  Q u a r r y ,  and  t h e r e  is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s t o r y  t o l d  by Max J e f f e r i e s  o f  Maydena a b o u t  a  d r a u g h t y  h o l e  
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d i s c o v e r e d  t h e r e  many y e a r s  ago.  Apparen t ly  a s i g n i f i c a n t  h o l e  w a s  
uncovered i n  t h e  r o c k  f a c e  d u r i n g  q u a r r y i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  The f o r c e  o f  
a i r  coming o u t  of t h e  h o l e  is s a i d  t o  have been c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  b u t  it' 
w a s  plugged up w i t h  r o c k s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s .  A f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h i s  
s t o r y  I went and had a look  a t  t h e  new q u a r r y  t h a t  is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
worked u p h i l l  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one .  No d r a u g h t y  h o l e s ,  b u t  it might  be  
wor th  having a look  t h e r e  e v e r y  now and a g a i n  j u s t  i n  c a s e  something 
is opened up.  

Rolan Eberhard  

May 25, 1988 

P a r t y :  S t e f a n  and Rolan Eberhard 

There  are t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  r o u t e s  from t h e  KD s w a l l e t  e n t r a n c e  ( J F 4 )  
down t o  t h e  s ta r t  of  t h e  main streamway s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s h o r t  
p i t c h e s .  The u s u a l  r o u t e  is up t h e  s c a l i n g  p o l e  ( i e  r o t t e n  s t i c k )  
t h e n  down t o  t h e  f l a t t e n e r ,  fo l lowed  by a 28 metre f r e e h a n g i n g  p i t c h  
t o  a r o c k f a l l  chamber. From h e r e  it is normal t o  f o l l o w  a  s i d e  
p a s s a g e  c o n t a i n i n g  9  metre and 2 1  metre p i t c h e s  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  
s t a r t  of  t h e  streamway. I n c i d e n t l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  s i d e  p a s s a g e  was 
d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  down t o  t h e  streamway was v i a  a p a s s a g e  
l e a d i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  r o c k p i l e  w i t h  two p i t c h e s  of 2 1  metres and 29 
metres invo lved .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  a b s e i l  s t r a i g h t  o f f  
t h e  edge of  t h e  r o c k p i l e  down t o  t h e  streamway abou t  50 m e t r e s  below. 

Th8 second r o u t e  down t o  t h e  streamway i d  a l o n g  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  
E x t e n s i o n .  T h i s  r o u t e  s t a r t s  on t h e  l e f t  i n n  d i a t e l y  i n s i d e  t h e  
e n t r a n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  is a l s o  a  p a s s a g e  a1 $ owing access between t h e  
s c a l i n g  p o l e  r o u t e  and t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  Ex tens ion  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
a l o n g  i t .  F i v e  p i t c h e s  and some narrow vadose  canyon meanders down t o  
r e j o i n  t h e  main streamway. The S e r p e n t i n e  r o u t e  h a s  been p a t r o n i s e d  a  
c o u p l e  of  times i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e r e  is a t h i r d  r o u t e  t h a t  h a s  remained more of l e s s  
f o r g o t t e n  s i n c e  KD was f i r s t  e x p l o r e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  7 0 ' s .  T h i s  is 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  most d i r e c t  r o u t e  and i n v o l v e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w a t e r  a f t e r  
it f l o w s  p a s t  t h e  s c a l i n g  p o l e .  When c a v e r s  f i r s t  e n t e r e d  KD t h e y  
n a t u r a l l y  headed s t r a i g h t  downstream. A s h o r t  p i t c h  was descended t o  
where, t o  q u o t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r i p  r e p o r t  ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  43,  February  
1970) ,  " t h e  c r e e k  descends  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  i n t o  a l a r g e  h o l e " .  I t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  p i t c h  w a s  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  descended.  I n s t e a d ,  a 
coup le  of  r e l a t i v e l y  d r y  p i t c h e s  from t h e  nea rby  JF5  e n t r a n c e  were 
found t o  j o i n  t h e  sys tem n e a r  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  A s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  downstream w a s  a f u r t h e r  w e t  d r o p ,  b u t  o t h e r  e v e n t s  d i r e c t e d  
a t t e n t i o n  away from t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a v e .  Using a c u t  s a p l i n g  as a 
s c a l i n g  p o l e ,  a d r y  upper  l e v e l  p a s s a g e  was d i s c o v e r e d  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  
JF4 e n t r a n c e .  T h i s  w a s  found t o  r e j o i n  t h e  water lower down and h a s  
remained t h e  most p o p u l a r  r o u t e  e v e r  s i n c e .  

I t  was S t e f a n ' s  b r i g h t  i d e a  t o  go  and "do" KD down t h e  streamway. 
Recent heavy r a i n  meant it would b e  good s p o r t i n g  c a v i n g ,  even though 
w e  knew from t h e  s t a r t  where t h e  water w a s  go ing .  We t o o k  a 100 metre 
l e n g t h  of  t h i n  r o p e ,  an a s s o r t m e n t  of r i g g i n g  g e a r  and se t  o f f  f o r  KD 
th rough  t h e  d r i z z l e .  
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A r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w e  headed downs t ream p a s t  t h e  s c a l i n g  p o l e .  
The f i r s t  p i t c h  is o n l y  s h o r t ,  b e i n g  a  d r y  d r o p  o f  a b o u t  3 metres, 
a l t h o u g h  i t  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  d o n e  as  a wet  c l i m b  on t h e  l e f t  by f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  water. The n e x t  s h a f t  f o l l o w e d  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  Looking  o v e r  
t h e  edge  of  t h e  d r o p  it was u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  why c a v e r s  u s i n g  l a d d e r s  
p r e f e r r e d  t o  a v o i d  t h i s  p i t c h .  R i g g i n g  f o r  SRT t o  a v o i d  t h e  c h a o s  o f  
f a l l i n g  water was s i m p l e  matter e i t h e r .  Hanging o f f  a chock  S t e f a n  
t r a v e r s e d  o u t  t o  t h e  l e f t  wall s e v e r a l  metres down t h e  d r o p  and h e r e  a  
b o l t  was p l a c e d .  Ten m e t r e s  below was a b r o a d  l e d g e  where  t h e  w a t e r  
f u n n e l l e d  down a f u r t h e r  d r o p  of  a b o u t  t w e n t y  m e t r e s .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  
S t e f a n  had an  a l t e r c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b o l t  k i t ,  t h e  end r e s u l t  b e i n g  a 
b l u n t  c a s i n g  jammed on t h e  d r i v e r .  L u c k i l y  it was p o s s i b l e  t o  r i g  o f f  
a b o l l a r d  on one  s i d e ,  g i v i n g  an  e x c i t i n g  b u t  d r e n c h i n g  a b s e i l  h a l f  
u n d e r  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  

A t  t h e  s p r a y - l a s h e d  bo t tom was s h o r t  l e n g t h  of  p a s s a g e  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  
n e x t  s h a f t  and i t  is a p p a r e n t l y  a r o u n d  h e r e  t h a t  J F 5  c o n n e c t s .  From 
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p i t c h  w e  c o u l d  s e e  o u t  i n t o  a chamber ,  p r e sumab ly  t h e  
r o c k f a l l  area below t h e  d r y  28 m e t r e  on t h e  u s u a l  r o u t e .  A l though  
t h e r e  was p l e n t y  o f  r o p e  l e f t ,  t h e  r edundancy  of  t h e  b o l t  k i t  meant  
t h a t  r i g g i n g  t h e  d r o p  was p r o b l e m a t i c .  We d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  i t  f o r  t h e  
time b e i n g  and headed back  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  

S t e f a n  s p e n t  some t i m e  l o o k i n g  a r o u n d  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f o r  more 
c a v e  f a u n a .  H i s  e n t h u s i a s m  was s p a r k e d  by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of  a  c o u p l e  
of  c a v e  ha rves tman  ( s p i d e r  l i k e  b u g s ) .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  
time t h e y  had been  found  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Meanwhile I went t o  l o o k  a t  
a n o t h e r  h o l e  i n  t h e  KD d o l i n e  t h a t  is  ment ioned  i n  S p e l e o  S p i e l  56.  
The e n t r a n c e  is a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  d o l i n e  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f rom where  
t h e  w a t e r  c a s c a d e s  i n .  A muddy s l o p e  l e a d s  down t o  s h o r t  c l i m b  i n t o  
an  e l o n g a t e d  r i f t .  A c r a w l  u p  one  end l e a d s  down t o  a  na r row w i n d i n g  
p a s s a g e  where  a s t r e a m  is e n c o u n t e r e d .  T h e  p a s s a g e  g r a d u a l l y  l o w e r s  
becoming a  b e l l y - c r a w l ,  b u t  a s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  d r a u g h t  I d i d n ' t  p u s h  i t .  

I t  was a good d a y ' s  c a v i n g .  Ano the r  t r i p  is c a l l e d  f o r  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  
c o m p l e t e  t r a v e r s e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  down t o  t h e  lower  s t r eamway .  it 
s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  new and n o v e l  r o u t e  f o r  t r ips t o  t h e  bo t tom of  K D .  
Who knows, w i t h  a  c o u p l e  of  c l a s s i c  w a t e r f a l l  p i t c h e s ,  t h i s  r o u t e  
migh t  e v e n t u a l l y  become t h e  most  p o p u l a r  o n e .  

Rolan E b e r h a r d  

ExlXau& MAY 1988 

PARTY: S t e f a n  and Rolan E b e r h a r d  

I n s t e a d  o f  w a l k i n g  up  t h e  h i l l  t o  l o o k  f o r  Thun J u n c t i o n  as o r i g i n a l l y  
p l a n n e d ,  t h e  r a i n  p l u s  i n s i d i o u s  a p a t h y  made u s  o p t  f o r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  
i n  E x i t  Cave .  A rumour t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  an aven  
somewhere o f f  t h e  main s t reamway p a s t  Mini M a r t i n ,  where  f a l l e n  l o g s  
were  e v i d e n c e  of  a n o t h e r  v e r t i c a l  e n t r a n c e ,  g a v e  u s  a  vague  o b j e c t i v e .  

We e n t e r e d  E x i t  v i a  one  o f  t h e  s i d e  e n t r a n c e s  j o i n i n g  n e a r  t h e  l og  
b r i d g e ,  and p r o c e e d e d  u p s t r e a m .  Having n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  r o c k f a l l  and 
r e a c h e d  Camp 2 ,  we d e c i d e d  t o  f o l l o w  up  t h e  ma jo r  s i d e  p a s s a g e ,  t h a t  
e n t e r s  h e r e  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of  t h e  s t r e a m .  The s p a c i o u s  t u n n e l  
( n o t  s u r e  i f  i t  h a s  a  name) c o n t i n u e d  f o r  some d i s t a n c e  u n t i l  m e e t i n g  
a r o c k f a l l  chamber .  Here  a small s t r e a m  t h a t  is p r e s e n t ,  b i f u r c a t e s .  
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P r o g r e s s  u p s t r e a m  w a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  b o t h  l e a d s ,  a l t h o u g h  soon  becoming 
low and wet. N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  w e  d i d n ' t  g o  f a r  a l o n g  i t .  

Back i n  t h e  main stream p a s s a g e  w e  headed a l o n g  t o  Mystery  Creek  
p a s s a g e .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  water t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  comes from E n t r a n c e  Cave 
w e  came t o  a sump a f t e r  a s e c t i o n  o f  r o c k f a l l .  Only a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
away i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  c l i m b  up t o  a v e r y  s p a c i o u s  c o n t i n u a t i o n  - 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  it soon  became o b v i o u s  t h a t  w e  w e r e n ' t  t h e  f i r s t  t o  f i n d  
i t .  A wide sandy  f l o o r  and p a t c h e s  o f  d e c o r a t i o n  made it on 
i m p r e s s i v e  s e c t i o n  of  p a s s a g e .  F u r t h e r  on t h e  a c t i v e  s t reamway was 
a g a i n  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  a l b e i t  t h a t  a n o t h e r  sump o c c u r r e d  a t  more o r  l ess  
t h e  same p o i n t .  The sump d i d  n o t  l o o k  an  e n c o u r a g i n g  s i t e  f o r  a d i v e ,  
n o r  d i d  o t h e r  d r y  l e a d s  seem v e r y  p r o m i s i n g .  By t h i s  t i m e  i t  was 
g e t t i n g  l a t e  s o  we headed back  downstream. Where t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
ment ioned  aven  is, o r  whe the r  it a c t u a l l y  e x i s t s ,  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n .  

S t e f a n ' s  lamp d i e d  as we t r i e d  t o  f i n d  o u r  way back  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o n f u s i n g  t a l u s  below t h e  s i d e  e n t r a n c e .  Some tape marking  t h e  r o u t e  
would b e  u s e f u l  h e r e .  L u c k i l y  my own l i g h t  p roved  more r e l i a b l e  and 
w e  e v e n t u a l l y  found  o u r  way o u t  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  f o r e s t .  I would 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  p e o p l e  u s i n g  c l u b  lamps n o t  t a k e  it f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  
l i g h t  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  s h i n i n g  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e i r  t r i p .  On e a c h  o f  t h e  
l a s t  t h r e e  t r i p s  I ' v e  been  on a t  l eas t  one  lamp h a s  f a i l e d ,  i n  one  
case a f t e r  b a r e l y  f o u r  h o u r s  unde rg round .  A t  s u c h  times an  emergency 
l i g h t  s o u r c e  ( e g  Tekna l i g h t )  is a p p r e c i a t e d .  

Rolan E b e r h a r d .  

D i s m a l  H i l l  P o t  is l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  a s p e c t  of  Marble  H i l l ,  
most e a s i l y  a c c e s s e d  v i a  t h e  Moonl igh t  Ridge t r a c k .  The c a v e  is 
s i t u a t e d  on t h e  l imes tone /Pe rmian  c o n t a c t ,  some 100 metres o r  s o  n o r t h  
w e s t  o f  Great E x p e c t a t i o n  Cave ( L e p r e n a  8 7 1 . 5 8 6 7 ) .  

T h e r e  are 3  p r o x i m a t e  e n t r a n c e s ,  one  of  which  e n g u l f s  a small stream. 
T h i s  water c o u r s e  is e n c o u n t e r e d  when d e s c e n d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  40  metre 
s h a f t  r i g g e d  t h r o u g h  one  o f  t h e  d r y  e n t r a n c e s .  I t  is p r e s e n t l y  
u n c e r t a i n  i f  t h e  o t h e r  d r y  e n t r a n c e  fo rms  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  o r  
r e p r e s e n t s  a d i s c r e t e  downward acces sway .  

The c a v e  d e s c e n d s  as a se r i e s  o f  s t a c k e d  a v e n s  (P40 ,  P8, P331 t o  an 
e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  o f  97 m e t r e s ,  f i r s t  e x p l o r e d  i n  August 1987.  W h i l s t  
t h i s  s h a f t  complex i n v a r i a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a s o u r c e  f e e d e r  t o  t h e  E x i t  
Cave s y s t e m  some d i s t a n c e  be low,  t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  
e x t e n s i o n s  a t  t h e  d e e p e s t  p o i n t .  The stream d i v i d e s ,  one  a n a b r a n c h  
d r o p p i n g  8 metres i n t o  a  sump w h i l s t  t h e  o t h e r  d i s a p p e a r s  i n t o  a  low 
f l a t t e n e r  w i t h  no d r a u g h t  and e v i d e n c e  o f  sumping.  However, t h e r e  is 
a  p o s t u l a t e d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a l a r g e  r i f t  e n t r a n c e  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
d o w n h i l l  where a c . 2 0  m e t r e  p i t c h  l e a d s  d i r e c t l y  t o  v e r y  t i g h t  s l o t  
and t h e  sound of  a w a t e r f a l l  beyond.  

D i s m a l  H i l l  P o t  ( IB130)  is s i t u a t e d  i n  a c o m p a r a t i v e l y  remote  and o n l y  
c u r s o r i l y  e x p l o r e d  a r e a  o f  Marble  H i l l  and t h e r e  is some p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
d e e p  ( c .  200 m e t r e )  v e r t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  E x i t  Cave.  

Thun J u n c t i o n  Cave ( IB20)  t o  t h e  w e s t  w a s  e x p l o r e d  by TCC i n  t h e  mid 
7 0 ' s  t o  a t i g h t  d r a u g h t i n g  s l o t  a t  an e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  o f  120 metres 

-I' 

d' 



( S p e l e o  S p i e l  1 0 9 ) .  O t h e r  ma jo r  c a v e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i n c l u d e  Wes te rn  
C r e e k  S w a l l e t  ( I B 1 8 )  and t h e  r e c e n t l y  c o n n e c t e d  V a l l e y  E n t r a n c e  
( IB120)  lower  down t h e  h i l l s i d e .  Great E x p e c t a t i o n  Cave ( IB129)  h a s  
a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  a  d i g g i n g / p u s h  t r i p .  A c o u p l e  of  s m a l l  h o l e s  i n  t h e  
d r y  v a l l e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  below IB129 have been  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and a s h a f t  
e n t r a n c e  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of  t h e  v a l l e y  t o  IB130 h a s  y e t  t o  b e  
axamined . 

S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  

DITCH ROAD - I O N  AND MBES 

The e n t r a n c e  t o  t h i s  swallet  was l o c a t e d  by C h r i s  D a v i e s  on F e b r u a r y  
2 2 ,  1987 and i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  company w i t h  James  D a v i s ,  R i c h a r d  
Hardy and P a u l  M e r h u l i k  r e v e a l e d  25  m e t r e s  o f  s e r p e n t i n e  s t reamway t o  
t h e  e d g e  of  a p i t  ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  2 3 1 ) .  

Subsequen t  e x p l o r a t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  by D a v i e s ,  Nick Hawkes, T r e v o r  
Wailes and S h e i l a  M c K e m m i e  d ropped  7  m e t r e ,  38  m e t r e  and 1 2  metre p i t s  
b e f o r e  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t a c k l e  a t  t h e  head o f  a f o u r t h  s h a f t .  The 
f o l l o w  up  t r i p  by D a v i e s ,  Hawkes and Wailes p roduced  a f i n a l  4 0  m e t r e  
p i t c h  and r e a l i s e d  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  E x i t  Cave 
Sys tem ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  2 2 7 ) .  A t  a  d e p t h  of  103  m e t r e s  t h i s  p o t h o l e  
i n t e r s e c t s  a n  u p p e r  l e v e l  b e s i d e  t h e  E x i t  main s t r eamway .  

The s o u t h e r l y  t r e n d  of  t h i s  l e v e l  l e a d s  i n t o  The Ba l l room w h i l s t  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  l e a d s  downstream a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  and c o n n e c t s  w i t h  
t h e  main s t reamway a t  a p o i n t  be tween  a  3 m e t r e s  c l i m b  down t h e  s i d e  
of  a  l a r g e  b o u l d e r  and t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  The R o c k p i l e .  Old D i t c h  Road 
d e r i v e d  i ts name f rom homonymous a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a s t r e e t  i n  E n g l a n d .  
The c a v e  w a s  s u r v e y e d  by S t e v e  Bunton and S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  on March 8 ,  
1987 .  The s u r v e y  was t e r m i n a t e d  a t  a b l u e  p l a s t i c  t a g  n a i l e d  t o  t h e  
t o p  o f  a l a r g e  b o u l d e r  9  metres from t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h ,  
p r e sumab ly  a n  o l d  E x i t  Cave s u r v e y  s t a t i o n .  

T h e r e  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  s e v e n  known e n t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  E x i t  Cave Sys tem,  
o f f e r i n g  a  v a r i e t y  of  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h r o u g h  t r i p s  and t h e  
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  n a t u r e  of  Old D i t c h  Road h a s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  it as 
a  p o p u l a r  r o u t e .  The f i r s t  p i t c h  ( 7  m e t r e )  can  b e  r e a d i l y  b e l a y e d  
from a  s p i k e .  The s econd  (38 m e t r e )  and t h e  t h i r d  ( 1 2  m e t r e )  p i t c h e s  
have  been  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  b o l t  e a c h  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  is a  p a u c i t y  
of  n a t u r a l  t i e b a c k s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e .  T h e r e  are c u r r e n t l y  2  b o l t s  
on t h e  f i n a l  4 0  metre p i t c h  ( o n e  a t  t h e  t o p  and one  a t  -7 m e t r e ) .  The 
g e a r  and r i g g i n g  u t i l i s e d  on a b o l t i n g  and pul l -down t r i p  t h r o u g h  t r i p  
a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S p e l e o  S p i e l  228.  

S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  

I n  c a s e  you a r e  wonder ing  why t h i s  S p i e l  is number 238 and d a t e d  J u n e ,  
t h e  PB i s s u e  you s h o u l d  have j u s t  r e c e i v e d  is t o  b e  o f f i c i a l l y  
numbered 237 and d a t e d  May, l 9 8 8  . . .  So t h e r e !  
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