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. . . . .  ...... . . . . .  CLUB DINNER DEJEUNER DE SOCIAL KLUB KRAPNOST 

Whatever you l i k e  t o  c a l l  i t ,  i t ' s  happen ing  a g a i n .  The GOOD WOMAN 
I N N  h a s  been  s e t t l e d  on a s  t h e  b e s t  v e n u e ,  b e i n g  t r i e d  and t e s t e d  
b e f o r e .  Come a l o n g  and have a  g r e a t  t i m e  . . . . .  b e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r !  ( A l l  
o u r  members become g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  r e d s  . . .  ) 
Anyway, t h e  b i g  show is d u e  t o  b e g i n  a t  ( b e f o r e )  7  pm on F r i d a y  
September  3 0 .  Don ' t  d e l a y  . . .  d o  it r i g h t  now, b e f o r e  you f o r g e t  . . . .  
r i n g  T r e v o r  W a i l e s  on ( 002 ) 344 862 ,  w i t h  y o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  g o ,  s i z e  
of p a r t y ,  e t c .  

DRAC'S BACK . . . . . .  

A s m a l l  g r o u p  of  Sydney c a v e r s  u n d e r  t h e  
Geminus (SUSS) v i s i t e d  Tasmania  i n  J u n e .  
weekend of t h e  month t h e  g r o u p  p l a n e d  t o  
b e f o r e  s p e n d i n g  a  week a t  Mole Creek  and 
Maydena. What t h e y  a c t u a l l y  d i d  I g u e s s  
most  l i k e l y  b e  t h e  b e s t  s o u r c e  of  i n f o . .  

d i r e c t o r s h i p  of  D a n i e l l e  
A r r i v i n g  on t h e  f i r s t  

p u r c h a s e  a c h e a p  v e h i c l e  
t h e  f i r s t  two weeks a t  
someone knows - S t e f a n  would 

d . . . .  

S p o t t e d  i n  a  n o t  s o  r e c e n t  copy  of  The Mercury was an  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  
f o r  a  f r e e h o l d  c a v i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  i n l a n d  from t h e  Gold C o a s t .  I t  c o u l d  
o n l y  happen i n  Queens l and !  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d e a l  was a  k i o s k / r e s i d e n c e  
on 34 h e c t a r e s  o f  p r ime  k a r s t  p r o p e r t y .  A l l  s o r t s  o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
come t o  mind - d o e s  it have r i s i n g  damp, and is i t  what t h e y  term, a  
"handyman's  d e l i g h t " ?  Anyway, b e f o r e  I j o i n e d  t h e  queue  of  r e t i r i n g  
c a v e r s  v y i n g  f o r  i ts s a l e ,  I was b i t  p u t  o f f  by t h e  h a l f  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r  a s k i n g  p r i c e ! ! !  

DON'T FORGET THE TCC ANNUAL DINNER: SEPTEMBER 30 - GOOD WOMAN I N N  
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T h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a s  we a l l  know, i s  v i t a l  r e a d i n g  e v e r y  
month and w i t h o u t  i t  we would s u f f e r  t e r m i n a l  w i t h d r a w a l  symptoms! 
A u s t r a l i a  P o s t  i n  t h e i r  wisdom a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  m a i l  c o s t s  y e t  a g a i n  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  t h e  minimum f e e  demanded f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h i s  w i l l  b e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  t o t a l  p o s t  
f e e  . . .  I t  i s n ' t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  h a s  happened b u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  
o f  membership i n c r e a s e  is n o t h i n g  l i k e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  compensa te  f o r  
t h e  mail c o s t  i n c r e a s e s  . . .  

The r e g i s t e r e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h i n g  i s  s t i l l  c h e a p e r  t h a n  p a y i n g  no rma l  
r a t e s ,  even  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  a n n u a l  f e e  and t h e  soon  t o  b e  
i n c r e a s e d  p e r  a r t i c l e  f e e .  The i n c r e a s e d  minimum f e e  p e r  p o s t i n g  
n e a r l y  makes w o r t h w h i l e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of e d i t i o n s  t h a t  are 
" n o n - s t a n d a r d " ,  i e  t h i c k e r ,  a s  t h e  few e x t r a  c e n t s  p e r  m a i l  a r t i c l e  
a r e  p a r t l y  compensa ted  by t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  t h e n  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  minimum 
f e e  p a y a b l e .  

The o n l y  r e a l  a n s w e r ,  a p a r t  f rom e s t a b l i s h i n g  an  o p p o s i n g  
"unde rg round"  m a i l  s y s t e m ,  is t h e  i n d u c t i o n  of  more members i n t o  t h e  
a u s p i c i o u s  r a n k s  of TCC . . . .  We c o u l d  a l w a y s  r a i s e  t h e  a n n u a l  s u b  . . .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  ( m a i l  Man. . . ) 

OH NO! NOT THE DREADED C A V I N G  LAMP ARTICLE . . . . .  ( i l l u m i n a t i n g  s t u f f ? )  

Nick Hume's been  " b a n g i n g "  away i n  t h e  workshop a g a i n  l a t e l y .  
P r o b a b l y  s t o p s  him f rom w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  u n i  work h e ' s  n o t  been  
d o i n g .  Anyway t h e  r e s u l t s  have been  a compact  fo rm of  home made 
c a v i n g  l i g h t :  m a i n t e n a n c e  f r e e ,  a  h a l f  k i l o  l i g h t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  
Oldhams and more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  s t a r t  d y i n g  as soon  a s  you 
e n t e r  a  c a v e  ( l i k e  some of  t h e  c l u b  o n e s  have been d o i n g  l a t e l y ) .  I n  
f a c t  t h e y  keep  g o i n g  f o r  t w e n t y  h o u r s !  The s e c r e t  l i e s  i n  u s i n g  a  
c o m m e r c i a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  4  v o l t  s e a l e d  l e a d - a c i d  b a t t e r y  ( f r o m  SRT o r  
t h e  Power son ic  d i s t r i b u t o r s ) ,  namely a  POWERSONIC PS 490 .  The c a s e  is 
b e s t  made of  a  d i e  c a s t  e l e c t r o n i c s  box ,  m o d i f i e d  t o  t i g h t l y  e n c l o s e  
t h e  b a t t e r y  y e t  s t i l l  a c c e p t  an  Oldham h e a d p i e c e  c a p .  

The c e l l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  s u g g e s t  a l i f e t i m e  of  f o u r  y e a r s  o r  s o  
( o r  1000 c y c l e s )  b e f o r e  any  a p p r e c i a b l e  l o s s  o f  c h a r g e  r e t e n t i o n  
c a p a c i t y .  

C e l l  d i m e n s i o n s  a r e :  - h e i g h t  94 mm 
- w i d t h  44mm 
- l e n g t h  102mm 

While  r a t e d  a t  t e n  amp h o u r s ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  is d e p e n d e n t  on b u l b  r a t i n g .  
Q u a r t z - h a l o g e n  0 . 8 5  amp b u l b s  g i v e  e x c e p t i o n a l  o u t p u t  f o r  some t w e l v e  
h o u r s  f rom a f u l l  c h a r g e .  The O s r a m  0 . 5  amp QH's  would seem t o  be  
i d e a l  and d o  g i v e  some t w e n t y  h o u r s  o f  l i g h t  f rom a  c h a r g e .  However, 
s u g g e s t i o n s  have been  f o r t h c o m i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  "blow" a f t e r  o n l y  20 - 60 
h o u r s  o f  l i f e .  U n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by  my t e s t s  s o  f a r ,  b u t  t h e s e  b u l b s  
a r e  i n  any  c a s e  q u i t e  e x p e n s i v e .  Cheapo 3 . 6  v o l t  g l o b e s  of  wha teve r  
amperage g i v e  v e r y  good l i g h t ,  b u t  i n  my t e s t s  have  g i v e n  up  t h e  g h o s t  
a f t e r  o n l y  one  o r  two c y c l e s .  SRT L i m i t e d  i n  Sydney c l a i m  t o  r e n t  o u t  
a  lamp based  on t h i s  b a t t e r y ,  u s i n g  t h e  3 . 6  v o l t  b u l b ,  r e p o r t i n g  no  
problems!  B u l b s  of  4 . 8  v o l t s  a r e  f i n e ,  somewhat less  luminous  t h a n  
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3 . 6 v ,  b u t  j u s t  as c h e a p .  The 0 . 7  amp v a r i e t y  g i v e s  o v e r  f o u r t e e n  
h o u r s  f rom a c h a r g e .  

D e s p i t e  b e i n g  home-spun, t h e  lamp is v e r y  sound and it  c o u l d  b e  w o r t h  
making s e v e r a l  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  d y i n g  b r e e d  of  c l u b  Oldhams. The l i g h t  
o u t p u t  is comparab ly  b r i g h t  o r  b r i g h t e r ,  and would b e  p e r f e c t l y  
a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  any  s t a n d a r d  of  c a v i n g .  Best p a r t  is t h a t  t h e  b a t t e r y  
c o s t s  o n l y  some $30 - $35,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  less t h a n  t h e  $100 + f o r  a  
m i n e r ' s  lamp b a t t e r y  r e p l a c e m e n t .  Not o n l y  t h a t  b u t  i t  d o e s n ' t  i n g e s t  
water when "swimming", o r  when hosed down, a  p rob lem t h a t ' s  been  
g i v i n g  P r e s i d e n t / Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  T r e v o r  Wai l e s  i n d i g e s t i o n !  

Nick Hume 

The above  i n f o .  is q u i t e  p ro found  i n  i ts i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  a l m o s t  
e l e c t r i f y i n g  r e a l l y  . . .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Oldham w e t  c e l l s  
a r e  h o r r e n d o u s l y  e x p e n s i v e  t h e s e  d a y s  and t h e  p r e s e n t  l o t  owned by TCC 
a r e  p r o v i n g  somewhat u n r e l i a b l e ,  d e s p i t e  b e i n g  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  new. 
Q u i t e  a  number of  o l d e r  u n i t s  a r e  o u t p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  l a t e s t  
a c q u i s i t i o n s !  A l i t t l e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by S t u e y  N i c h o l a s  h a s  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  one  c e l l  is f a i l i n g  i n  t h e  b a t t e r i e s ,  t h e  o t h e r  b e i n g  p e r f e c t l y  
O K .  The mode of  f a i l u r e  is i n  some i n s t a n c e s  p h y s i c a l / e l e c t r i c a l  ( i e  
b roken  c e l l  p l a t e  c o n n e c t o r s  i n s i d e  t h e  b a t t e r y  c a s e )  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  
p a c k i n g  up  c h e m i c a l l y .  The f a i l e d  c e l l s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  found  t o  have 
been marked by p e r s o n s  unknown, f rom new, w i t h  r e d  t a p e  o r  s i m i l a r  . . .  

What g i v e s ?  Were w e  s o l d  a  bunch of  r e j e c t s  o r  s econds??  Can anyone 
s h e d  any  l i g h t  on t h i s  problem? N i c k ' s  a r t i c l e  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  
t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n .  The c o s t  o f  h i s  handmade l i g h t  is r a t h e r  more 
r e a l i s t i c  and it l o o k s  t o  b e  q u i t e  r o b u s t ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  t i m e  w i l l  
t e l l .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

The c a v i n g  p r o l e t a r i a t  a r e  r e v o l t i n g !  . . . . .  (you  a l r e a d y  knew t h a t  
d i d n ' t  you? )  The " d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f " ,  l o o k s  s e t  t o  a r i s e  i n  t h e  g u i s e  
of a  Tasmanian S p e l e o l o g i c a l  F e d e r a t i o n .  Mee t ings  and d i s c u s s i o n s  
between s e n i o r  members o f  T . C . C . ,  S o u t h e r n  Cav ing  S o c i e t y ,  N o r t h e r n  
C a v e r n e e r i n g  C l u b  and t h e  Tasmanian Cave and K a r s t  R e s e a r c h  Group,  
have t a k e n  p l a c e  g a r n e r i n g  i n i t i a l  d e t a i l s  o f  f o r m a t i o n .  

T h i s  a u g u s t  body w i l l  p r o v i d e  some immedia te  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  t o  i s s u e s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c a v i n g  f r a t e r n i t y .  More w i l l  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g  on t h i s  
move a s  it comes "on l i n e " .  R a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  a n o t h e r  " c l u b "  t h e  
f e d e r a t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  t o  be  a  f o r m a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n / f o r u m  of  
e x p e r t i s e ,  f rom members of e x i s t i n g  c l u b s .  A l l  are welcomed t o  g i v e  
i n p u t !  Mee t ings  of T . S . E .  w i l l  o c c u r  on t h e  Thur sday  n i g h t  f o l l o w i n g  
r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g s  of S o u t h e r n  C a v e r n e e r i n g  S o c i e t y  and 
Tasmanian C a v e r n e e r i n g  C lub  ( t h e s e  h e l d  on t h e  f i r s t  Wednesday of t h e  
month)  and a t  t h e  same v e n u e ,  v i z .  t h e  Wheatsheaf  H o t e l .  Come a l o n g  
and p a r a d e  y o u r  p o l i t i c s !  
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f o r  s a l e ,  i n  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  s i z e s  and f a s h i o n  
c o l o u r s .  P r o b a b l y  more a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a  n i g h t  on t h e  town t h a n  f o r  
g r o t t y  u s e ,  s o  s u r p r i s i n g l y  good a r e  t h e y !  

S p o r t i n g  a  T.C.C.  a p p r o p r i a t e  l o g o  on t h e  f r o n t  ( a  p e r c e p t i v e l y  
d r a f t e d  c a v i n g  c a r t o o n  by w e l l  known a r t i s a n ,  Martyn C a r n e s ) ,  t h e y  a r e  
s u r e  t o  become c o l l e c t o r ' s  i t e m s  a s  o n l y  some t w e n t y  were  made u p .  
They happen t o  be  s e l l i n g  l i k e  h o t  c a k e s  a t  t h e  b a r g a i , ~  p r i c e  of 
t w e n t y  d o l l a r s .  I f  y o u ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e i n g  p a r t  o P " t h e  s c e n e "  by 
a p p r o p r i a t i n g  o n e ,  w i s e  t o  g e t  i n  e a r l y  and c o n t a c t  T r e v  on ( 0 0 2 )  
344862,  o r  w r i t e  t o  T . C . C . ' s  PO box number.  

H a v e n ' t  goc  a n y t h i n g  d e c e n t  t o  wear  c a v i n g ?  Maybe you f a n c y  
o u t f i t t i n g  y o u r s e l f  i n  a  new t r o g  s u i t  f o r  t h e  c l u b  d i n n e r ?  ( . . .  t h a t  
would r e a l l y  j o l t  some of  o u r  s e m i - r e t i r e d  members!) Well  . . .  t h e  J o l l y  
Swagman i n  Hoba r t  happens  t o  b e  s e l l i n g  a l i g h t w e i g h t  l o o k a l i k e  of  an  
Enduro o v e r s u i t ,  f o r  f i f t y  t h r e e  d o l l a r s .  They are a v a i l a b l e  i n  a 
f u l l  r a n g e  of  s i z e s  t o o .  Though p o s s i b l y  u n - " s u i t v - a b l e  f o r  a  
b o t t o m i n g  t r i p  i n  Nita N a n t a ,  t h e y  would be  i d e a l  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  
c a v e r  o r  somebody f e d  up w i t h  t r y i n g  t o  i m p o r t  a  h a r d i e r  model .  They 
a r e  made i n  a  r e a s o n a b l y  w a t e r p r o o f e d  n y l o n  ( p o l y u r e t h a n e  c o a t e d )  
which  i n  common w i t h  Enduro s u i t s ,  a l l o w s  some e v a p o r a t i v e  d r y i n g  o u t  
a f t e r  a  b o d i l y  immers ion .  A sewn-in  d o u b l e  t h i c k n e s s  a c r o s s  t h e  
b a c k s i d e ,  s t o p s  " w e a r i n g  o u t "  and a r g u a b l y  k e e p s  o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n !  
They s p o r t  e l a s t i c a t e d  wrists, b u t  n o t  a n k l e s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a l l o w i n g  
g r e a t e r  c o m f o r t  when w e a r i n g  gumboots .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  a  hood is  
i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  which c a n  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  on p i t c h e s ,  a t  t h i s  
time of y e a r .  An e l a s t i c a t e d  w a i s t  is a l s o  a  p l u s  f a c t o r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  
" c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  d r a g "  t h r o u g h  s q u e e z e s .  E x t e r n a l  c h e s t  and h i p  
p o c k e t s  a r e  a  b i t  n o v e l ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  exposed  e n t r y - z i p p e r s  c o u l d  be  
somewhat p r o b l e m a t i c .  Anyway, a t  t h e  p r i c e ,  t h e y  a r e  w o r t h  s u s s i n g  
o u t  i f  y o u ' r e  i n  n e e d .  

The l a t e s t  i s s u e  of  " S p o r t d i v i n g  i n  A u s t r a l i a  and t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c "  
number 8  ( J u n e / J u l y  1 9 8 8 ) ,  c o n t a i n s  an a r t i c l e  by P e t e r  Rogers  on 
r e c e n t  u n d e r w a t e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  P a n n i k i n  P l a i n  Cave on t h e  N u l l a b o r  
P l a i n .  Reaching  d e p t h s  o f  35  m e t r e s  ( w i t h  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  
d e c o m p r e s s i o n  p r o b l e m s  f o r  p e n e t r a t i o n  d i v i n g ) ,  t h e  main t u n n e l  h a s  
been  pushed  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 . 5  km and s t i l l  g o i n g  w i t h  p 1 e n . t ~  of  
s i d e  l e a d s .  Ano the r  b r i l l i a n t  new c a v e  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  t o  r i v a l  
C o c k l e b i d d y .  

T h a t  ( d a r e  I s a y  i t )  p a t r i a r c h  of  t h e  c l u b ,  S t u e y  N i c h o l a s ,  r e c e n t l y  
k i c k e d  o f f  h i s  ( A H E M  . . .  ) t h  y e a r  w i t h  a  c o n t i n e n t a l  b a s h  a t  t h e  P a r i s  
R e s t a u r a n t .  Though t h e y  would have  been  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  many 
c a v e r s  ir! a t t e n d a n c e ,  f r o g s  l e g s  w e r e n ' t  on t h e  menu! 

L e i g h  Douglas  c e l e b r a t e d  h e r  a u s p i c i o u s  b i r t h d a t e  ( 8 t h  of August  
1 9 8 8 ! ) ,  i n  a  f i n e  t u r n o u t  a t  The Nose Bag. One l a d y  g u e s t  l o s t  
" v e r t i c a l  h o l d "  t o w a r d s  t h e  end of  t h e  e v e n i n g  and had t o  be  
p h y s i c a l l y  p ropped  up! S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  and crowd a l s o  j o i n e d  i n  ( a  
week p r i o r  t o  h i s  r e a l  b i r t h d a y ,  b u t  t h e n  any  e x c u s e  f o r  a  n o s h  
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up  . . . .  ) and n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  many p r e s e n t s  and o t h e r  " t h i n g s "  were  
consumed on t h e  n i g h t .  

The o c c a s i o n s  were  a  good c h a n c e  t o  f i n e  t u n e  some h a n g o v e r s  and 
p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  c l u b  d i n n e r .  

MINIATURIZATION I S  "GROWING" I N  THE CLUB . . . . . .  

The Cave D i v i n g  Group r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  an  e i g h t  c u b i c  f o o t  c a p a c i t y  
a i r  t a n k .  Resembl ing  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r e n g t h  c a n  of  Pea-Beu ( w e i g h i n g  
i n  a t  a l l  of  two k i l o g r a m s ) ,  t h e  " b a i l - o u t - b o t t l e  " is a  v e r y  
p r a c t i c a l  back  up  a i r  s u p p l y  f o r  r emote  sumps,  s u c h  a s  M a i n l i n e  i n  
Growl ing  S w a l l e t .  I t  would a l s o  b e  u s e f u l  i n  i t ' s  own r i g h t  f o r  v e r y  
s h o r t  d i v e s ,  e g  C o e l e c a n t h  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  P e n d a n t  P o t  t h r o u g h - t r i p s ,  

I and t h e  l i k e .  Next t h i n g  you know w e ' l l  have  g i l l  i m p l a n t s  . . . . . . .  

HELP! . . . . . . .  L e i g h  Douglas  h a s  l o s t  a f o o t !  More s p e c i f i c a l l y  one  wet 
s u i t  b o o t i e  . . . . .  l a s t  s e e n  s t r a y i n g  o n t o  t h e  J u n e e  Q u a r r y  Road a t  t h e  
s t a r t  of  t h e  Chairman t r a c k .  I t  h a s  g r e y  and w h i t e  p a n e l s  and a n s w e r s  
t o  t h e  name of  " b l o o d y  b o o t s " .  P l e a s e  r e t u r n  t o  L e i g h  i f  found  o r  
phone 25  1081 .  

PRESIDENT'S REPZlBT 1987 - 88 

Looking  back  on t h e  past  y e a r ,  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a c a v i n g  n a t u r e  a p p e a r e d  
low key and l a c k e d  t h e  f e r v o r  o f  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .  However t h e  l a c k  of 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y  f o r c e d  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  some of 
t h e  more d i s t a n t  k a r s t  r e g i o n s  of  Tasmania .  Not o n l y  h a s  t h e  c l u b  
been  l o o k i n g  f u r t h e r  a f i e l d ,  i n d i v i d u a l  members have  been s e e k i n g  o u t  
new p a s t u r e s  a s  w e l l .  A r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  Papua New Gu inea  and New 
I r e l a n d  by Rolan E b e r h a r d  a t  C h r i s t m a s  p roved  u s e f u l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s h o u l d  t h e  T.C.C.  d e c i d e  t o  l o o k  t o  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  f u t u r e  d i v e r s i o n s .  

S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  j o i n e d  t h e  Mexico E x p e d i t i o n  i n  an  i n t e n s e  c a v i n g  
s o j o u r n  t h a t  d i s c o v e r e d  many d e e p  s y s t e m s  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  c o u l d  n o t  
c r a c k  t h e  magic -1000m mark.  

The T .C.C.  mounted i t s  own small e x p e d i t i o n  t o  P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  i n  
t h e  s o u t h  w i t h  good r e s u l t s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e s e  was 
a  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y  l i n k i n g  t h r e e  known s y s t e m s  w i t h  a p o t e n t i a l  l e n g t h  
of  5 . 5  km. A f u l l  r e p o r t  of t h i s  w i l l  be  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  S p e l e o  
S p i e l  s h o r t l y .  A f o l l o w  up  t r i p  t h i s  coming C h r i s t m a s  s h o u l d  s e e  more 
s u c c e s s  i n  t h i s  d i s t a n t  k a r s t  a r e a .  

The o n l y  o t h e r  " t r i p  away" was an  Ebe rha rd  c a v e  d i v i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  
M t  Gambier i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a .  

Cav ing  d i s c o v e r i e s  c l o s e r  t o  home have  been  l i m i t e d .  The " D e v i l s  Eye" 
was found  on a  t r i p  t o  M t  Anne. Meanwhile down a t  I d a  Bay, Dismal  
H i l l  P o t  was bo t tomed b u t  n e i g h b o u r i n g  G r e a t  E x ( p e c t a t i o n s )  s t i l l  h a s  
t o  l i v e  up t o  i t s  name. A d i g  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p roduced  some t i g h t  
p a s s a g e  w i t h  a v e r y  s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  t h a t  s t i l l  awaits a t t e n t i o n .  
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T r i p s  i n t o  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  saw t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of  S e r v a l a n e  t o  no  r e a l  
c o n c l u s i o n .  D i v e s  i n  t h e  M a i n l i n e  and Dreamtime sumps were  
i n c o n c l u s i v e  b u t  a  d i v e  i n  t h e  C o e l e c a n t h  sump t o  -19 m e t r e s  by Nick 
Hume and James D a v i s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  have j u s t  s e t  a  new A u s t r a l i a n  d e p t h  
r e c o r d  a t  -375 m e t r e s .  

A s  a c l u b ,  t h e  T .C .C .  d i d  e n l a r g e  somewhat o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r .  New 
members w i t h  c a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a r e  a lways  a  boon t o  a c l u b ,  r e q u i r i n g  
less  a t t e n t i o n  f rom o l d e r  members and t h e i r  k e e n n e s s  is a l r e a d y  
p r o v e n .  We were  f o r t u n a t e  t o  a t t r a c t  s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  p e o p l e  f rom 
i n t e r s t a t e  and t h e y  seem t o  have a d j u s t e d  w e l l  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c a v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s .  Membership,  w h i l e  n o t  booming, is v e r y  much more h e a l t h y  
t h a n  it h a s  been f o r  many y e a r s  and t h e  c l u b  must  f o s t e r  t h i s  by 
o f f e r i n g  more s o c i a l  t y p e  n o v i c e  t r i p s .  

S . R . T .  r i g s  f o r  c l u b  u s e  were  a s sembled  t h i s  y e a r  and a l o n g  w i t h  c a v e  
p a c k s ,  h e l m e t s  and lamps may b e  h i r e d  f rom t h e  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  s t o r e .  
Thus keen new members w a n t i n g  t o  g e t  some v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
no l o n g e r  have t o  b e g ,  bor row o r  s t e a l  h e a p s  of g e a r  and t h e  l a r g e  
c a s h  o u t l a y  is a v o i d e d  ( t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  l i k e  " i t "  
anyway) .  

R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  A . N . M .  seem t o  have n o r m a l i s e d  now t h a t  we no  l o n g e r  go  
t h e r e !  Maybe t h e  p a s t  f r i c t i o n  was a  m a t t e r  of f a m i l i a r i t y  b r e e d s  
c o n t e m p t ;  h o p e f u l l y  good r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  coming 
summer and o u r  a c c e s s  w i l l  n o t  b e  hampered by p e t t y  p o l i t i c s .  Some 
a c c e s s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  p r o b l e m a t i c a l .  
A l though  t h e r e  is no r e a l  m a l i c e  i n t e n d e d ,  t h e  H e r b e r t s  P o t  a r e a  is 
s t i l l  o f f  l i m i t s  u n t i l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  l a n d  owner /Na t iona l  E s t a t e  
p r o b l e m s .  T h i s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  some shrewd and common s e n s e  p r o p o s a l s  
a l l  r o u n d .  

The managing commi t t ee  of  T .C .C .  would l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  management 
and g a t e k e e p e r s  a t  A.N.M. Maydena, Den i s  J a c o o r a  and s t a f f  o f  t h e  
Wheatsheaf  H o t e l  and Mick G a r l a n d  of  t h e  "Marga re t  B"  f o r  h e l p ,  
s u p p o r t  and e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  

T r e v o r  W a i l e s .  

The l a t e s t  87-88 w i n t e r  c a v i n g  s e a s o n  i n  Mexico w i t n e s s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e x p l o r a t o r y  a c t i v i t y  by v a r i o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  o f  Oaxaca and P u e b l a .  

I n  P u e b l a  S t a t e  t h e  Americans  r e t u r n e d  t o  S o t a n o  d e  Ocotempa, a g i a n t  
300m s h a f t  i n i t i a l l y  e x p l o r e d  by an  e a r l i e r  B e l g i a n  e x p e d i t i o n .  The 
c a v e  c o n t i n u e d  s t e e p l y  downward t o  a  f i n a l  d e p t h  o f  -1041m. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  r e c c e  t r i p  t o  B e l i z e ,  t h e  B e l g i a n s  were  back  i n  t h i s  
g e n e r a l  a r e a  i n  1988 a l r e a d y  h a v i n g  some r e s p e c t a b l e  h o l e s  up  t o  -700m 
d e e p ,  a s  w e l l  a s  an e x t e n s i v e  r e s u r g e n c e  c a v e  s y s t e m .  Meanwhile i n  
Oaxaca S t a t e  we had b r i e f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a  g r o u p  of Q u e b e c o i s  who were  
h a v i n g  some t r o u b l e  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  lower  f o o t h i l l s  o f  
X i n c i n t e p l t .  I t  seemed t h a t  t h e  b u r r o s  would n o t  c r o s s  t h e  s w i n g i n g  
w i r e  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  Rio P e t l a p a .  X i n c i n t e p l t  is an  i m p r e s s i v e  3250m 
h i g h  l i m e s t o n e  m a s s i f  immed ia t e ly  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  t h e  
C h i l c h o t l a / Z o n g o l i c a  c a v e  a r e a . '  



SPELEO SPIEL 239 
J u l y ,  1988 UAT, D I W  - 

Page  7  

The u p p e r  s l o p e s  of  t h i s  mounta in  had p r e v i o u s l y  been  r e c c e ' d  by t h e  
B e l g i a n s  and a l s o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  i n  1985 ,  b u t  w i t h  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  
r e s u l t s .  A 1  W a r i l d ,  Mark Wilson and I a l s o  made a  b r i e f  t r i p  down t o  
t h e  Rio P e t l a p a  l o o k i n g  f o r  p o s s i b l e  r e s u r g e n c e s  of  t h e  Z o n g o l i c a  
c a v e s ,  t h e  maximum d e p t h  p o t e n t i a l  is g r e a t e r  t h a n  2000 m .  The 
F rench -Canad ians  were s u b s e q u e n t l y  j o i n e d  by S t e v e  Wor th ing ton  and we 
l a t e r  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e y  had found  a c i r c a  270 m s h a f t  . . .  ! 

J u s t  a  few h o u r s  walk  s o u t h  o f  Z o n g o l i c a ,  a l o n g  t h e  S i e r r a  Maza teca  
l i e s  t h e  -1353 m d e e p  ( a n d  70  km l o n g ! )  S i s t e m a  H u a u t l a  where  t h e  
American c a v e r s  have  been  o p e r a t i n g  f o r  many y e a r s  now. Dye t r a c i n g  
l o c a t e d  a  p r i n c i p l e  r e s u r g e n c e  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  and c o n f i r m e d  a d e p t h  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  1700 m. The Pena  C o l o r a d a  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  
b e  t h e  main r e s u r g e n c e  and h a s  s e e n  a  number of  d i v i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s .  
However i t  now a p p e a r s  t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  p e r c h e d  o v e r f l o w  c o n d u i t  
f o r  t h e  H u a u t l a  w a t e r s .  C l i m b i n g  a t t e m p t s  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l s  i n  
S o t a n a  d e  San A u g u s t i n  d i d  n o t  p r o d u c e  any  h i g h  l e v e l  b y p a s s  r o u t e s  
and t h e r e  seems l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  d e p t h  of  S i s t e m a  
H u a u t l a ,  j u s t  " b o o t y  s c o o p i n g "  a s  t h e  Yanks would s a y .  

Such b o o t y  d i d  t u r n  up  i n  t h e  fo-km o f  T a r r a n t u l a  Cave where  I was a b l e  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  some of  t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n .  A c o n s i s t e n t l y  
na r row s t r e a m  canyon n e c e s s i t a t e d  l i b e r a l  u s e  of  a hammer p a r t i c u l a r l y  
where  c a l c i t e  o b s t r u c t i o n s  were conce rned !  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  it may 
p r o v i d e  an u p p e r  e n t r a n c e  t o  S o t a n o  Agua d e  C a r r i z o  ( 8 3 6  m), one  of  
t h e  d e e p  H u a u t l a  c a v e s  t h a t  h a s  s o  f a r  e l u d e d  a  p h y s i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m .  

La Grieta ( -733  m) h a s  been  c o n n e c t e d  t o  San A u g u s t i n  and s h o r t  sump 
d i v e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  have  r e a l i s e d  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  -1000 m + L i  
N i t a  and N i t a  N i n t a  f e e d e r s .  S i s t e m a  H u a u t l a  is t h e  d e e p e s t  c a v e  i n  
t h e  w e s t e r n  hemisphe re  and t h e  " u l t i m a t e "  t h r o u g h  t r i p  h a s  y e t  t o  b e  
a t t e m p t e d .  T h a t  i s ,  d e s c e n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u p p e r  e n t r a n c e  of  N i t a  N i n t a  
and down t o  t h e  bo t tom a t  -1353 m and t h e n  back  up  some 862 m v i a  San 
A u g u s t i n .  Such a  t r a v e r s e  would i n v o l v e  more t h a n  100  r o p e  d r o p s ,  a  
10  m sump d i v e  and an  a w f u l  l o t  o f  na r row t e s t i n g  p a s s a g e !  

C e r r o  Rabon is a l s o  p a r t  of t h e  S i e r r a  Maza teca  and h a s  m a s s i v e  d e p t h  
p o t e n t i a l ,  a l t h o u g h  r e m o t e n e s s  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  p rob lems  h i n d e r e d  
e x p l o r a t i o n .  Recce t r i p s  have  been  u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  Amer icans ,  and 
a l s o  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  i n  1985 .  A S w i s s / C a l i f o r n i a n  team l o c a t e d  some 
l a r g e  s h a f t  e n t r a n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e a s o n  and rumour h a s  it 
t h a t  t h e y  were  t o  r e t u r n  d u r i n g  1988 .  A l a r g e  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  
c a v e r s  were  back  i n  Mexico t h i s  y e a r  and d o u b t l e s s  t h e y  had a  good 
t i m e .  Mexican c a v e r s  have been  a c t i v e  t o o ,  accompanying t h e  B r i t i s h  
and a l s o  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e i r  own e x p l o r a t i o n s  a t  t h e  b a s e  of  Mex ico ' s  
h i g h e s t  moun ta in ,  P i c o  O r i z a b a  (5600m). A t  t h e  t i m e  of  m y  d e p a r t u r e  
i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y  t h e y  had pushed  a  s t r e a m  c a v e  h e r e  t o  -200 m and it  
w a s  s t i l l  g o i n g .  

The q u a n t i t y  o f  u n e x p l o r e d  l i m e s t o n e  w i t h  r e c o r d  d e p t h  p o t e n t i a l ,  i n  
s o u t h e r n  Mexico is q u i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  A 1  W a r i l d  had h i s  e y e  on t h e  
n e x t  r a n g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of  H u a u t l a ,  t h e  S i e r r a  J u a r e z .  N e e d l e s s  t o  
s a y ,  a  p a r t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a n  c a v e r s  had g o t  t h e r e  f i r s t  and p a r t i a l l y  
e x p l o r e d  Cueva Cheve t o  750 m. T h i s  g r o u p  was p l a n n i n g  t o  r e t u r n  
d u r i n g  d r i e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  March. However, t h e  l a d s  on t h e  H u a u t l a  
P r o j e c t  u n d e r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  encouragement  o f  one  Don Coons went  o f f  
t o  p i r a t e  t h i s  c a v e  i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y .  A d e p t h  o f  -1038 m was r e a c h e d .  
A 1  War i l d  and Anne Gray  a t t e m p t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a n s  on t h e i r  
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r e t u r n  t r i p  l a t e r ,  b u t  were  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i s s u a d e d  by S p e l e o - p o l i t i c a l  
and e t h i c a l  p r o b l e m s .  

W e l l ,  what d i d  t h e  A u s s i e s  f i n d ?  An a w f u l  l o t  v e r t i c a l  c a v e  w a s  
e x p l o r e d  and s u r v e y e d ,  b u t  t h e  magic  -1000m remained  e l u s i v e .  
Sonconga p r o v i d e d  p l e n t y  of  s p o r t  and e x c i t e m e n t  b u t  sumped o u t  a f t e r  
-946m o f  v e r t i c a l i t y  ( 3 9  p i t c h e s ) .  Some d e s p e r a t e  p u s h i n g  i n  G u i x a n i ,  
which  went t o  -940m i n  1985, p roduced  a few e x t r a  m e t r e s  o f  d e p t h .  A 
c a v e  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  known a s  "Animal"  was i n i t i a l l y  pushed  t o  a b o u t  - 
460m, b u t  a n o t h e r  r o u t e  was e v e n t u a l l y  found  t h a t  zoomed down t o  - 
894m. Yua N i t a  (Suck  Cave )  c o n t a i n e d  a  f i n e  147m s h a f t ,  b u t  -704m was 
a s  d e e p  as it g o t .  Cueva d e l  To ro  Negro ( c a v e  of  t h e  b l a c k  b u l l )  was 
a  t i g h t  and s p o r t y  s w a l l e t  h o l e ,  l o c a t e d  h i g h  up on t h e  r a n g e  a t  2000 
m a s l .  U n l i k e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Z o n g o l i c a  c a v e s  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  
h o r i z o n t a l  deve lopmen t  and a  c o n n e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  main d r a i n ,  a s u p e r b  
s e c t i o n  of  b i g  r i v e r  p a s s a g e  which t e r m i n a t e d  p r e m a t u r e l y  i n  a b o u l d e r  
choke  a t  -555 m .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s y s t e m s  a p l e t h o r a  of  o t h e r  c a v e s  less  t h a n  -400m 
d e e p  were  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  T h r e e  hundred  s p i t s  ( 8  mm b o l t  a n c h o r s )  were  
t a k e n  on t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  many l e f t  unused  a f t e r  4  
months of c a v i n g .  The Z o n g o l i c a  a r e a  is u n u s u a l  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  is a 
h i g h  d e n s i t y  o f  f r a g m e n t e d  c a v e  s y s t e m s  which  d r o p  v e r y  s t e e p l y  t o  
g r e a t  d e p t h .  T h e r e  a r e  few a p p a r e n t  c o n n e c t i o n s  and no  e v i d e n c e  y e t  
o f  a ma jo r  b a s e  l e v e l  d r a i n a g e  c o n d u i t .  The c a v e  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  is  r a t h e r  phenomenal ,  t h e  b e s t  is  s t i l l  t o  come, and t h e  A u s s i e s  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  b a c k  t h e r e  i n  89-90! 

S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d .  

J F 3 4 l  . . . . . .  o r  s h o u l d  i t  be  J F  5.....4.....3.....2.....1..... 

The b o l d  team i n c l u d e d :  T r e v o r  Wailes, S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d ,  L e i g h  D o u g l a s ,  
L e w  Mi t che lmore  and Nick Hume. 

Despite b e i n g  o f f i c i a l l y  known a s  " T h r e e f o r t y o n e "  it  seems t o  me t h a t  
t h e  c a v e  c o u l d  do  w i t h  a  r e a l  name. The t h i n g  d e s e r v e s  i t ,  as t h e r e  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  r e a s o n a b l e  p r o m i s e  o f  it d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  
(more on t h a t  l a t e r ) .  A s  a  s u g g e s t i o n ,  Bunty  emerged from h i s  f i r s t  
t r i p  t h e r e ,  c o a t e d  i n  what he d e s c r i b e d  a s  c a r a m e l l o .  "Caramel10 
Cave" may n o t  g e t  a p p r o v a l  f rom t h e  d i s c o v e r e r s  of t h e  c a v e ,  b u t  a t  
l e a s t  i t s  w o r t h  chewing over ! ! !  

Anyway, a s i d e  f rom a  g rubby  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  c a v e  is 
q u i t e  tame;  a l m o s t  p l e a s a n t  i n  f a c t .  The o n l y  t h i n g  n o v e l  i n  o u r  
d e s c e n t  o f  t h e  some 150  v e r t i c a l  m e t r e s  of i t ,  was S t e f ' s  b o l t  
p l a c e m e n t  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  f i n a l  f o r t y  m e t r e  d r o p .  T h i s  o b v i a t e s  a 
n a s t y  r u b  p o i n t  o v e r  t h e  end of  t h e  s t e e p  ramp, t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  
t opmos t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p i t c h .  The h a z a r d  a l m o s t  p u t  p a i d  t o  a p r i o r  
t r i p ,  when a r o p e  was h a l f  s e v e r e d .  The c a s i n g ,  by t h e  way, is on t h e  
l e f t ,  some t e n  m e t r e s  down f rom t h e  main a n c h o r  p o i n t  and g i v e s  a 
c o m p l e t e  f r e e h a n g .  

The p i t c h  was d e c i d e d l y  damp d u r i n g  o u r  v i s i t ,  f e e d i n g  a  s t r e a m  t h a t  
e x i t s  f rom t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  aven  v i a  a r e a s o n a b l e  p a s s a g e .  The s t r e a m  
e v e n t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r s  i n  a l e a d  pushed  by P h i 1 1  H i l l  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  
p a s t .  Rumour h a s  it t h a t  b e  d i s l o c a t e d  h i s  s h o u l d e r  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  a 
t i g h t  s q u e e z e  h e r e ,  much t h e  way s n a k e s  d i s l o c a t e  t h e i r  jaws, t o  
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swal low s i z a b l e  c a r r i o n .  Whether t r u e  o r  n o t ,  it would c e r t a i n l y  b e  a 
u s e f u l  c a p a c i t y  f o r  any  c a v e r  t o  have! 

The p a s s a g e  c o n t i n u e s ,  minus t h e  s t r e a m ,  t o  a l a r g e  chamber ,  s i g n i f i e d  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  of e n t r y  by  a  " c r y s t a l  p o o l " .  T h i s  c o u l d  i n  no  way b e  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  d e c o r a t i v e ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  h a s  been  d r y  on r e c e n t  
v i s i t s .  Immed ia t e ly  on t h e  r i g h t ,  h e a d i n g  away f rom t h i s  f e a t u r e ,  is 
a n a r r o w  c a n y o n / r i f t  ( l e a d i n g  o f f  t h e  chamber ) .  Some s q u i r m i n g  and 
downcl imbing  a l o n g  t h i s ,  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e  s i t e  of  an  o l d  d i g .  

E x c a v a t i o n s  h e r e  had been  t o r t u o u s ,  r e q u i r i n g  a d o w n w a r d - h e a d f i r s t  
e n t r y ,  t o  a  p o i n t  where  a  c r e v i c e  g a v e  i s s u e  t o  a  g o o d l y  d r a u g h t .  The 
c a u s e  of  a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  was more t h a n  t h e  d r a u g h t ,  f o r  t h e  sound of  
a  ma jo r  stream can  a l s o  be  h e a r d .  F o r  u s ,  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  
d i g g i n g  d i d n ' t  ho ld  much a p p e a l ,  s o  w e  c a s t  a b o u t  f o r  o t h e r  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  l e a d i n g  i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n .  

Lew and T r e v  s p e n t  some t i m e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  l e f t m o s t  b r a n c h  p a s s a g e ,  
g i v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a p p a r e n t l y  hundreds  of  metres of  c r a w l y  u n p r o d u c t i v e  
s t u f f .  L e i g h  and I h a u l e d  o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  a g r a v e l l y  t u b e  p a r a l l e l i n g  
t h e  o t h e r  d i g  and s e t  t o  more e x c a v a t i o n s .  A t  l e a s t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  was more c o m f o r t a b l e ,  b u t  it became o b v i o u s  a l o t  o f  work 
would b e  r e q u i r e d .  

Regrouped,  Lew n o t i c e d  a h o l e  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  which  he  c l imbed  i n t o ,  
f i n d i n g  some t i g h t  r i f t  g o i n g  back  o v e r  t h e  o l d  d i g .  T h i s  h e l d  a  v e r y  
p r o m i s i n g  d r a u g h t  and was h e a d i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  c o n n e c t  
w i t h  t h e  e l u s i v e  s t r eamway .  S t e f  and T r e v  s i z e d  up  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
and began e n l a r g i n g  / n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  new l e a d .  So v i g o r o u s  were t h e r e  
e f f o r t s ,  t h a t  a t  one  s t a g e  t h e  whole c a v e  seem t o  l u r c h  t h r o u g h  
s e v e r a l  d e g r e e s ,  s e n d i n g  m e  s c a t t e r i n g  u p  a w a l l  i n  r e t r e a t  f rom 
imagined  r o c k f a l l .  More e f f o r t  w a s  s t i l l  needed  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  
b r e a k t h r o u g h .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  S t e f ' s  c h r o n i c  hangover  had t u r n e d  i n t o  
an  a c u t e  l u r g y  and i t  w a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  we b e s t  make a s t r a t e g i c  
w i t h d r a w a l .  

The c l u b  lamps a l s o  had t h e  l u r g y ,  e x p i r i n g  i n  d r o v e s  ( a  common 
c o m p l a i n t  r e c e n t l y ) ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  r e b e l a y  back  a t  
t h e  t o p  of  t h e  ma jo r  p i t c h .  Holdups h e r e  were c h i l l i n g  t o  t h o s e  
q u e u i n g  be low.  N i g h t f a l l ,  i l l u m i n a t i o n  and n a v i g a t i o n  p rob lems  back  
on t h e  s u r f a c e  r e s u l t e d  i n  u s  b e i n g  " l o s t  i n  s p a c e "  f o r  a  t i m e .  
Thanks  t o  T r e v ' s  b u s h  i n s t i n c t s  (mus t  b e  t h e  new b e a r d ! )  we e v e n t u a l l y  
found  t h e  main Chairman T r a c k ,  t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  hundred  m e t r e s  beyond 
where  we s h o u l d  have been!  

Anyway, a s  f a r  a s  f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  c a v e  g o ,  t h e  ma jo r  
s t reamway s h o u l d  b e  r e a c h e d  r e a s o n a b l y  e a s i l y  on t h e  n e x t  t r i p .  Such 
a body of  w a t e r  is i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  No th ing  s i m i l a r  is 
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  rest  o f  T h r e e f o r t y o n e .  I t  c o u l d  b e  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  
i n f l u x e s  o f  P e a n u t  B r i t t l e  P o t ,  R i f t  Cave o r  Washout Cave and may even  
b e  a  combinant  o f  t h e s e  s o u r c e s .  

Whatever ,  t h e  s i z a b l e  stream p a s s a g e  i m p l i e d  c o u l d  be  f a i r l y  
e x t e n s i v e .  S u g g e s t i v e  t o o ,  is t h e  b a s a l  l e v e l  commonal i ty  w i t h  and 
p r o x i m i t y  t o ,  t h e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  l i n e  o f  m a s t e r  d r a i n a g e ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  
J u n e e  Resu rgence .  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  c o u l d  be  i n  f o r  a  l o t  of e x p l o r a t o r y  
v i s i t s  y e t .  

Nick Hurne 
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T  CAVE ( a m !  ) JUNE '88 

PRESENT: Marc Bowman ( N . Z . S . S . ) ,  M a r t i n  C a r n e s ,  D a n i e l l e  Geminus an" 
S t e v e  K e e n l y s i d e  ( S . U . S . ' S . ) ,  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d .  

The p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  t r i p  was a g e n e r a l  t o u r i s t  j a u n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  -180m 
d e e p  e x t e n s i o n  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  by S . C . S . ,  and a l s o  t o  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l e a d  p a r t i a l l y  e x p l o r e d  by L e i g h  Doug la s  a  few weeks 
p r e v i o u s l y .  

The b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  new e x t e n s i o n  is a  na r row d r a u g h t i n g  t u b e  on t h e  
t r u e  r i g h t  hand s i d e  j u s t  beyond d a y l i g h t  and i m m e d i a t e l y  below a 
t h r e e  metre c l i m b ,  o v e r  a l a r g e  b o u l d e r  b l o c k i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e .  A 
n i n e t e e n  m e t r e  p i t c h  ( r i g g e d  from two b o l t s )  l e a d s  i n t o  a  s t e e p l y  
d e s c e n d i n g  s e r i e s  o f  chamber s .  A t  t h e  bo t tom of  t h i s  is a t i g h t  
s q u e e z e  upward t h r o u g h  a p h r e a t i c  t u b e ,  w i t h  a  s h o r t  p i t c h  beyond.  
N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  it d i d n ' t  g o  anywhere .  A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  back  up 
s l o p e ,  t h e r e  is a  d r y  f o s s i l  canyon l e a d i n g  o f f  on t h e  t r u e  l e f t  hand 
s i d e .  Ro lan ,  Nick and L e i g h  had e x p l o r e d  a c o u p l e  of b l i n d  10  m e t r e  
d e e p  p i t s  h e r e .  By c l i m b i n g  up  h i g h e r  i n t o  t h e  r o o f ,  an  exposed  
manoeuver g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a  d e s c e n d i n g  f o s s i l  stream p a s s a g e ,  
t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  a  p i t .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  f i n e  20 m e t r e  p i t c h  w i t h  
a  small t r i c k l e  o f  w a t e r  e n t e r i n g  and t h e n  d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n t o  r u b b l e  
b l o c k a g e .  Somewhat o f  a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  as t h a t  e n i g m a t i c  a l l  
p e r v a s i v e  d r a u g h t  h i n t s  a t  g r e a t e r  t h i n g s  beyond .  How many 
f r u s t r a t i n g ,  bombed-out l e a d s  must one  p u r s u e  b e f o r e  h i t t i n g  t h e  B i g  
Time - I ' v e  l o s t  c o u n t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r !  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge 
o n l y  one  s t a l  was b r o k e n .  

S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d .  

P r e s e n t :  P a u l  B o u s t e a d ,  Mark Bowman ( N . Z . S . S . ) ,  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d .  

The p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  t o  r e t r i e v e  some g e a r  l e f t  i n s t a l l e d  i n  
t h e  160  m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s  s i n c e  September  1987 .  Below t h e  90 
metre e n t r a n c e  s h a f t  is t h e  1 5  m e t r e  Chimney P i t c h  which h a s  a l w a y s  
been  a  na r row awkward g r o v e l  b u t  which c a n  be  r i g g e d  f r e e h a n g i n g  w i t h  
a  number e l e v e n  h e x .  I p l a c e d  a  b o l t  4 m e t r e s  down, and a r o u n d  t h e  
c o r n e r ,  on t h e  n e x t  30 m e t r e  p i t c h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  is  a l e d g e  
s i t u a t e d  a t  a  r e b e l a y  some 20 metres down. The f i n a l  1 5  m e t r e  p i t c h  
d r o p s  i n t o  a  s p a c i o u s  t u n n e l  c a r r y i n g  a  p rominen t  d r a u g h t .  Some 30 
metres downstream is an  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  a  t r i b u t a r y  which was 
f o l l o w e d  up a  s t e e p l y  i n c l i n e d  f i s s u r e  b u t  l o s i n g  t h e  d r a u g h t .  The 
d r a u g h t  was r e l o c a t e d  back  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  f l o w i n g  o v e r  t h e  t o p  
of  l a r g e  c o l l a p s e  and i n t o  t h e  downstream c rawlways .  T h e r e  must be  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more t o  The Chairman t h a n  what is p r e s e n t l y  known! 

R e t r e a t  and d e r i g g i n g  was u n e v e n t f u l  e x c e p t  t h a t  we saw a  dead  jumper 
l y i n g  on a  r o c k  ( o n e  of  T r e v ' s  l o s t  p e t s ? )  

S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d .  

A N N U A L  D I N N E R :  FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 7PM - PHONE TREVOR NOW . . .  344862 
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23rd  J U L Y  

PRESENT: L e w  H i t c h e l m o r e ,  S t e f a n  and Rolan E b e r h a r d .  

The aim o f  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  t o  c o n t i n u e  work on t h e  l e a d  t h a t  had been 
d i s c o v e r e d  a f o r t n i g h t  p r e v i o u s l y .  T h i s  was a r u b b l e  choked t u b e  i n  a 
d r y  p a s s a g e ,  t h a t  l e a d s  o f f  t h e  " C r y s t a l  P o o l "  chamber .  A t  a  d e p t h  of 
o v e r  -150 m e t r e s  and w i t h  a s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  w a s  good 
r e a s o n  f o r  o p t i m i s m .  

S t e f a n  and I r e a c h e d  t h e  d i g  and s t a r t e d  work.  A s p o t  of b l a s t i n g  on 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p  had h e l p e d  t o  b r e a k  up  t h e  m a t r i x  o f  c o b b l e s ,  s a n d  
and c a l c i t e  t h a t  were impeding  p r o g r e s s .  I t  was n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
l o o s e  s t u f f  had been  s c r a p e d  o u t  and w e  were c h i p p i n g  away a t  a  c r u s t  
o f  f u r t h e r  cemented c o b b l e s .  Lying  f l a t  o u t  w h i l e  d i g g i n g  i n  t h e  
c r a w l  was u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  b u t  t h e  e f f o r t  p a i d  o f f .  B e f o r e  l o n g  we were  
a b l e  t o  worm t h r o u g h  t o  a  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  s p a c e  beyond.  Another  
f l o o r l e v e l  s q u e e z e  l e d  i n t o  a  more s p a c i o u s  t u n n e l ,  enough t o  s t a n d  up 
i n !  Lew, who had n o t  come down t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  of  t h e  c a v e  f o r  some 
r e a s o n ,  was m i s s i n g  a l l  t h e  f u n !  

A f l o w s t o n e  ramp on one  s i d e  of  t h e  p a s s a g e  l e d  up t o  a  l a r g e  chamber .  
I n  t h e  c e n t r e  was a  modest  "mounta in"  of  f l o w s t o n e  w i t h  t i e r s  of s m a l l  
g o u r s  e x t e n d i n g  o u t w a r d s  t o  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  chamber .  The f l o w s t o n e  
had a  r a t h e r  s o f t  m i l k y  c o n s i s t e n c y  somewhat r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  
moonmilche s o  common h i g h  up  i n  t h e  c a v e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some 
i m p r e s s i v e  f e a t u r e s  had been  formed.  These  i n c l u d e d  a f u r t h e r  c r y s t a l  
p o o l  much l a r g e r  and d e e p e r  t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o n e ,  and i t s  e n t i r e  
f l o o r  was c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  most  u n u s u a l  s e r i e s  o f  f o r m a t i o n s .  A 
v e r i t a b l e  f o r e s t  o f  c a l c i t e  g r o w t h s  b e a r i n g  a  s t r o n g  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  
m a r i n e  c o r a l  s t r e t c h e d  f rom w a l l  t o  w a l l .  A d e s i r e  t o  i n s p e c t  t h i s  
u n i q u e  f e a t u r e  c l o s e r  was r e s t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  
s i t e  i n  a s  p r i s t i n e  c o n d i t i o n  as p o s s i b l e .  T h e r e  was l o t s  e l s e  t o  
l o o k  a t  anyway. 

A t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end of t h e  chamber a  s c r e e  s l o p e  l e d  down t o  where  a  
s t r e a m  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d .  The volume of w a t e r  w a s  n o t  l a r g e  and p o s s i b l y  
i t  r e p r e s e n t s  w a t e r  t h a t  f l o w s  o u t  o f  t h e  c r y s t a l  p o o l  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  of  t h e  d i g .  We headed downstream and found  o u r s e l v e s  i n  a nar row 
meande r ing  canyon .  T h i s  became v e r y  low a f t e r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  
however a  s i d e  p a s s a g e  some d i s t a n c e  b e f o r e h a n d  bypas sed  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
and l e d  u s  back  t o  t h e  w a t e r  f u r t h e r  downs t ream.  T h i s  sumped a f t e r  a  
v e r y  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  and a f t e r  l o o k i n g  b r i e f l y  a t  a  muddy p h r e a t i c  
l e v e l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  w e  headed back  t o  t h e  main chamber .  

BY t r a v e r s i n g  a l o n g  one  w a l l  of t h e  chamber we g a i n e d  a c c e s s  t o  an 
o b v i o u s  f o s s i l  c o n t i n u a t i o n .  T h i s  was a  se r ies  of s p a c i o u s  chambers  
f l o o r e d  w i t h  l a r g e  t a l u s  and p r o f u s e l y  d e c o r a t e d  i n  s p o t s  ( ! ! !  p e r h a p s  
t h e  p a s s a g e  s h o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  Dalmat ion  D r a i n  - Ed. ) .  The p r e t t i e s  
were  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  own way, b u t  what we r e a l l y  wanted was t o  
f i n d  a  way back  down t o  a c t i v e  s t reamway.  F i n a l l y  a p o i n t  was r e a c h e d  
where  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  d e s c e n d  a  l o n g  s l i p p e r y  ramp, down t o  w a t e r  
l e v e l  a g a i n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  was b u t  a  s h o r t  s e c t i o n  of  s t reamway 
and sumped a t  b o t h  e n d s .  While  r e t r a c i n g  o u r  s t e p s  back  t h r o u g h  t h e  
chambers  a  s econd  d e s c e n d i n g  ramp was f o u n d ,  l i k e w i s e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  
s t reamway and l i k e w i s e  sumped. Whether t h e  s t r e a m  below t h i s  f o s s i l  
l e v e l  was t h e  same w a t e r  f l o w  t h a t  w e  had e n c o u n t e r e d  e a r l i e r  is ha rd  
t o  s a y .  I n  volume it  a p p e a r e d  more o r  l e s s  t h e  same,  b u t  i t  is n o t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  two s e p a r a t e  s t r e a m s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i o n .  
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We l e f t  p l e n t y  of  l e a d s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t r i p .  I t  would be  n i c e  t o  
imag ine  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  some s o r t  o f  main 
d r a i n ,  c o l l e c t i n g  water f rom t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r e a m  s i n k s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
Roughly 300 m e t r e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o f  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  l i e s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
of  R i f t  Cave .  The unde rg round  t r e n d  of  t h i s  t a k e s  it away f rom 
T h r e e f o r t y o n e  b u t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  be tween  t h e  two is s t i l l  n o t  g r e a t .  A 
s u r v e y  of  t h e  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  e x t e n s i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  f u r t h e r  s p e c u l a t i o n .  

Rolan E b e r h a r d .  

The Czech e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  area d u r i n g  March 1987 t u r n e d  up  a number 
of  i n t e r e s t i n g  new d i s c o v e r i e s .  To r e p a y  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f f e r e d  t o  
them o v e r  t h e i r  s t a y  ( l a r g e l y  f rom S t u a r t ) ,  t h e  g r o u p  p romised  t o  s e n d  
s u r v e y s  and d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  what t h e y  had f o u n d .  S u r e  enough ,  a  l a r g e  
d o s s i e r  a r r i v e d  some months  ago  and h o p e f u l l y  t h i s  w i l l  f i l l  
( e n t i r e l y ! )  some f u t u r e  i s s u e  of t h e  S p i e l .  Meantime I have  been  
p o r i n g  o v e r  t h e  s t u f f  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  d a y  and some c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  of  
n o m e n c l a t u r e  a r e  o f f e r e d  h e r e .  

R e f e r  t o  t h e  C z e c h ' s  ove rv i ew  p l a n  of  t h e  " t i p "  o f  Nor th -Eas t  R idge ,  
a t t a c h e d .  MA 29 is t h e  ma jo r  e n t r a n c e  w i t h i n  SUSS'S (Sydney 
U n i v e r s i t y  S p e l e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y )  s o  c a l l e d  "Wel l  o f  L o n e l i n e s s " .  T h i s  
c a v e  w a s  f i r s t  d e s c e n d e d  b y  a  T.C.C.  p a r t y  i n  November 1983  ( S p e l e o  
S p i e l  1 9 3 ) .  C o n s i s t i n g  of  two c o n s e c u t i v e  t h i r t e e n  metre p i t c h e s ,  
l e a d i n g  f rom t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  t e n  m e t r e  h i g h  e n t r a n c e  r i f t ,  t o  a s q u e e z e  
below some b o u l d e r  p i l e .  The l e a d e r  o f  t h a t  t r i p ,  P h i l l  H i l l  d e c i d e d  
t o  name t h e  c a v e  "Damocles" and a s u r v e y  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  

The u p p e r  e n t r a n c e  o f  MA-CS-5 w a s  u s e d  a s  a camping c a v e  on t h e  ' 8 3  
t r i p  - t h e  n o t o r i o u s  " P o s t u r a e p e d i c  Bivvy Cave" .  C l o s e  by Damocles/ 
Well of L o n e l i n e s s  is an  unnamed d o l i n e ,  a s p r i n g  on t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  
wh ich ,  p r o v i d e d  f r e s h  w a t e r  d u r i n g  t h a t  s t a y .  

MA-CS-5 is t h e  " s t e p o v e r "  s h a f t  c r o s s e d  on t h e  t a p e d  t r a c k  on t h e  v e r y  
end o f  t h e  r i d g e .  The t r a c k  was marked by T.C.C.  a s  an  e a s i e r  way t o  
t h i s  a r e a  ( s t a r t i n g  f rom t h e  Lake Timk t r a c k )  t h e  s h a f t  b e i n g  one  of  
t h e  f i r s t  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  w a s  n o t i c e d ,  on g a i n i n g  t h e  r i d g e t o p .  On a 
r e c e n t  t r i p  t h e  above  number was n o t i c e d  marked a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  i n  
a l r e a d y  v e r y - f a i n t  r e d  p a i n t .  

MA-CS-10 is  one  of a  p a i r  of l a r g e  e n t r a n c e s  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  Nor th -Eas t  
o f  t h e  r i d g e t o p .  Though remarked upon i n  p a s t  t r i p s ,  f o u l  v e g e t a t i o n  
d i s c o u r a g e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  g e t  t o  them.  The c a v e  l i n k s  t o  a n o t h e r  
e n t r a n c e ,  MA-CS-12, making up  "Goggled E y e s " ,  t h e  ma jo r  f i n d  of  t h e  
C z e c h ' s  s t a y .  

The two c a v e  e n t r a n c e s  i n d i c a t e d  between MA-CS-8 and 11 c o r r e s p o n d  t o  
t h e  d o l i n e  h o l d i n g  t h e  c a v e  "Nemes i s " ;  a l s o  found  by T.C.C.  d u r i n g  ' 8 3  
( S p e l e o  S p i e l s  193  and 194 ) .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e s e  n o t e s  w i l l  o b v i a t e  
p r o b l e m s  i n  n o m e n c l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  by r e c e n t  ( a n d  i n  one  c a s e  
o v e r z e a l o u s )  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  a r e a .  

NICK HUME 
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