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EDITORIAL 

C a v e r s .  Caves  and F o r e s t r y  

Many of T a s m a n i a ' s  k a r s t  a r e a s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  S t a t e  F o r e s t s .  The 
u n i q u e  b i o p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  of  k a r s t  e n v i r o n m e n t s  p r e s e n t s  s p e c i a l  
l a n d - u s e ,  management and c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  

The r e c e n t  Helsham I n q u i r y  i n t o  l o g g i n g  i n  t h e  Lemonthyme and S o u t h -  
e r n  F o r e s t s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  s c e n i c  
and r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e  of c a v e s  and k a r s t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  
i s  now a  much g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  l a r g e  number of s i g n i f i c a n t  
c a v e  and k a r s t  d e p o s i t s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  F o r e s t s ,  and indeed  
Tasmania  g e n e r a l l y .  The Tasmanian F o r e s t r y  Commission r e c o g n i s e s  
k a r s t  i n  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  Code which was produced  i n  March 1987 .  
P r o v i s i o n  h a s  been  made f o r  t h e  appo in tmen t  of F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  
O f f i c e r s  t o  e n s u r e  r e g u l a t i o n  of t h e  Code.  M i d d l e t o n  (1988)  d e t a i l s  
t h e  Code p r i n c i p l e s  and b a s i c  a p p r o a c h  f o r  f o r e s t r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
k a r s t  a r e a s ,  which i n c l u d e  : 

". S i t e s  known t o  have  h i g h  k a r s t  v a l u e s  s h o u l d  b e  s u r v e y e d  t o  
a d e q u a t e l y  r e c o r d  k a r s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  Timber H a r v e s t i n g  
P l a n  p r e p a r a t i o n . "  

". The ca t chmen to f  a k a r s t  a r e a  s h o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  p l a n n i n g . "  

". The h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  of r o a d i n g  and h a r v e s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  s h o u l d  
b e  a p p l i e d  i n  a l l  k a r s t  a r e a s  t o  m i n i m i s e  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  of 
k a r s t  w a t e r  movement p a t t e r n s . "  

O t h e r  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  a l l o w  f o r  min imal  e r o s i o n  and s o i l  
d i s t u r b a n c e ;  t h e  a v o i d a n c e  of s i n k i n g  s t r e a m s ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t  o r  
ephemera l  s u r f a c e  c h a n n e l s ,  c a v e s  o r  s i n k h o l e s ;  a n d ,  w a s t e  m a t e r i a l  
w i l l  n o t  b e  dumped i n  k a r s t  d e p r e s s i o n s  o r  s i n k h o l e s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  
r e l e v a n c e  t o  c a v e r s :  

"Timber H a r v e s t i n g  P l a n s  w i l l  s p e c i f y  k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  f o r  an  
a r e a  and t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  m e a s u r e s  t o  b e  a d o p t e d ;  l i a i s o n  w i t h  
s p e l e o l o g i s t s  s h o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  p l a n  p r e p a r a t i o n . "  
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1 The F o r e s t r y  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  a w a r e n e s s  of  k a r s t  i s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  
! e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  Code h o w e v e r ,  G e o m ~ r p h ~ l o g i s t .  Dr K e v i n  K i e r n a n .  
i h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  Commission and i s  c o o r d i n a t i n g  

- ,he d e l i n e a t i o n  and d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of  a l l  T a s m a n i a n  k a r s t  a r e a s .  
K a r s t  a r e a s  w i l l  h a v e  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  f u t u r e  
f o r e s t r y - b a s e d  p l a n n i n g  and  management d e c i s i o n s .  F o r e s t r y  Comm- 
i s s i o n  F i e l d  s t a f f  ( l e d  b y  Rodney \ $ a l t e r s )  and APPM B u r n i e ,  a r e  
t o  b e  cornmended f o r  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  
a new k a r s t  a r e a  a t  >!r C r i p p s ,  N.w.   as mania, i n  December  1 9 8 6 .  
The p r o m p t  n o t  i f  i c a t i o n  o f  s p e l e o l o g i s t s ,  and  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  
k a r s t  r e s o u r c e ,  was i n s t i g a t e d  p r i o r  t o  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n t r u s i o n  of 
f o r e s t r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

E v i d e n t l y  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  e x p e r t i s e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  c a v i n g  
c l u b s  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  S t a t e  F o r e s t s .  A u s t r a l i a ' s  m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d  
s p o r t  c a v i n g  a r e a ,  t h e  J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e ,  i s  a l s o  a  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  
c o n c e s s i o n  o p e r a t e d  b y  A u s t r a l i a n  N e w s p r i n t  M i l l s  (ANM). The 
T a s m a n i a n  C a v e r n e e r i n g  C l u b  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  e x p l o r i n g ,  s u r v e y i n g  
and d o c u m e n t i n g  c a v e s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  s i n c e  1 9 4 6 .  The S o u t h e r n  
C a v i n g  S o c i e t y  a l s o  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r u n  r e g u l a r  t r i p s  h e r e ,  a n d  v i s i t s  
a r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  a  number of  m a i n l a n d  c a v i n g  g r o u p s  e v e r y  summer. 

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  k a r s t  i n  t h e  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  
C o d e ,  and  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  c o n c u r r e n c e  of k a r s t  d e p o s i t s  and  S t a t e  
F o r e s t ,  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l o g g i n g  i n d u s t r y  s t a n d s  t o  b e n e f i t  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  and i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t  management  
programmes b y  a d o p t i n g  a  c l o s e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  s p e l e o l o g i s t s .  

TCC Commi t t ee  
A u g u s t  1988 

R e f e r e n c e :  M i d d l e t o n ,  G ( 1 9 8 8 )  F o r e s t r y  R e c o g n i s e s  K a r s t .  J .  S y d .  
S p e l e o .  S o c .  3 2 ( 1 )  : 3 5 .  

K a r s t i c  Komments 

-TREVIS GOT AWAY WITH I T  A G A I N  . . . . . . . .  ! H e ' s  g o n e  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  
- y e t  a n o t h e r  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  and  e n j o y a b l e  TCC a n n u a l  d i n n e r .  

T h r e e  c h e e r s  f o r  you T r e v !  

The Good Woman I n n  was a n  i d e a l  v e n u e ;  b e i n g  v e r y  c o s y ,  g i v i n g  a  
good m e a l  f o r  a  good p r i c e  and  w h a t ' s  m o r e ,  p u t t i n g  u p  w i t h  t h e  
p e r v e r s e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  c a v e r s .  Many w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t o o ,  
r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e . . l o f t y  h e i g h t s  o f  P r o f  C a r e y ,  A l b e r t  Goede and  
J u d y ,  a n d  Max J e f f r i e s  and  A l l i s o n ,  a l l  t h e  way down t o  c e r t a i n  
p e r s o n s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  r i v a l  c a v i n g  c l u b  ( j u s t  j o k i n g ) !  G r e a t  t o  
s e e  s o  much s o c i a l i s i n g  ( a n d  c a r r y i n g  o n ) .  

G u e s t  r e n t - a - s p e a k e r ,  S t e p h e n  B u n t o n ,  k e p t  u s  a l l  e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h  
a n e c d o t e s  a b o u t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a v i n g  s c e n e ;  t h e  crowd s h o w i n g  
t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w i t h  h u r l e d  o b j e c t s .  B e t  h e  c a n ' t  w a i t  f o r  a  
r e t u r n  r o u n d  n e x t  t i m e .  T r e v  m i n g l e d  i n  h i s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  " m o t h e r "  
mode,  e v e r  much t h e  s o c i a l  c a v e r .  Greg  J o r d a n  d i d  "Greg J o r d a n "  
i m p r e s s i o n s ,  t o  t h e  d e l i g h t  o f  t h e  E b e r h a r d s ,  a n d  m e a n t i m e  J e f f  
Watson seemed t o  d e v e l o p  a s o r e  a r m .  Hope i t  g e t s  b e t t e r ,  me o l d  
m a t e !  

K i c k - o n  t i m e  saw a  move t o  "The P a r t y "  w h e r e  M a r t y n  and  M a x ' s  b a n d  
" L o w l i f e "  p r o v i d e d  some d a r k  ' j u n g l e '  r h y t h m s ,  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  
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" e x p e d i t i o n  c a v e r "  i n  u s  a l l .  Greg was v e r y  e x u b e r a n t  on t h e  d a n c e  
f l o o r ,  t r y i n g  o u t  some o r i g i n a l  c h o r e o g r a p h y  known a s  t h e  " h a l f -  
Nelson" ,  a p p a r e n t l y  u n n o t i c e d  b y  t h e  b o u n c e r !  

Anyway, 2 .00  am saw t h e  o l d e r  members e x p i r i n g  i n  d r o v e s ,  and wha t -  
e v e r  happened  a f t e r  t h a t  e s c a p e s  memory. A g r e a t  n i g h t  T r e v ,  and 
t h a n k s  t o  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  who made it  a  good showing .  

HORIZONTAL HORRORS! F o l l o w i n g  up  on some i n i t i a l  p r o b e s  t o  t h e  
a r e a  by  Andrew MacNeil and c o y ,  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  and Nick Hume 
d e c i d e d  t o  c h a n c e  t h e i r  l u c k  w i t h  more e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Cooks 
Creek  Area  ( P i c t o n  V a l l e y ) .  Well  ..... a  more v i l e  and s o u l -  
d e s t r o y i n g  t h r a s h  would b e  h a r d  t o  imag ine  (and  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
d e s c r i b e ) .  A v e r i t a b l e  b o t a n i c a l  zoo  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e s e  h a p l e s s  l a d s ,  
two k i l o m e t r e s  f rom road  t o  ' t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t h e  mapped d e p r e s s i o n s ,  
o c c u p y i n g  f o u r  h o u r s  o f - f l a i l i n g  a rms  and p e r s o n a l  a b u s e !  

UP 
and 
i n  

and down s t e e p  g u l l i e s ,  o v e r  ( and  i n t o ! )  f l o o d e d  s t r e a m s ,  t h r o u g h  
. above  a  k i d d i e s  playgym of  b r a n c h e s  and r o t t e n  l o g s .  Anyway, 

t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  t a r g e t  a r e a ,  t h e  l a c k  of any  k a r s t - i i k e  
" f e e l "  and a  v e r i t a b l e  w a l l  o f  h o r i z o n t a l  s c r u b ,  sapped  t h e i r  
r e m a i n i n g  e n t h u s i a s m .  Hard t o  r e l a t e  how anyone c o u l d  f a l t e r  w i t h  
o n l y  some h u n d r e d s  of  m e t r e s  t o  g o ,  b u t  i f  you were  t h e r e  I g u e s s  
you would know. 

The r e t r e a t  t o o k  a n o t h e r  f o u r  h o u r s ;  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c a r  b e i n g  
an a l m o s t  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  S t e f a n ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  "new" 
c a v i n g  a r e a s  s h o u l d  be  c u r t a i l e d ;  Cooks Creek  i s  one a r e a  t h a t  
s h o u l d n ' t  b e  recommended t o  anyone  . ( p o s s i b l y  e x c e p t i n g  D a n t e ! ) .  

- BUONGIORNO! The S o u t h e r n  Cav ing  S o c i e t y  have  been  p l a y i n g  d i p l o -  
m a t i c  h o s t  t o  a  r e k e n t  i n f l u x  of I t a l i a n  c a v e r s .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e i r  
E n g l i s h  was n o t  t h e  b e s t  ( t h e  I t a l i a n s  t h a t  i s ! ) ,  b u t  t h e y  s t i l l  
managed some f i n e  c a v i n g .  On a  s o j o u r n  t o  Mole Creek  t h e y  s a v o u r e d  
C r o e s u s ,  L i n d s  and K u b l a i  Khan. Down s o u t h ,  J e f f  B u t t  l e d  them 
t h r o u g h  O w l  P o t  ( F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y )  and A r r a k i s  (Mount Weld) .  Greg 
J o r d a n  d i d  a  s h i f t ,  t a k i n g  them on a  V a l l e y  E n t r a n c e l t h r o u g h - t r i p  
o d y s s e y  ( d i d  you r e a l l y  g e t  l o s t  i n  t h e  b o u l d e r  p i l e  G r e g ? ) .  Welcome 
S t r a n g e r  was a l s o  v i s i t e d .  

DESIGNER CAVES! Rumour h a s  i t  t h a t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  new v e r t i c a l  
e n t r a n c e s  and d i s c o v e r i e s ;  E x i t  Cave i s  u n d e r  s c r u t i n y  f o r  a  t h r o u g h  
s u r v e y - o v e r h a u l .  The team h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  a  2 5  k i l o m e t r e  sys t em and w o n ' t  go any  f u r t h e r !  

H O L L E R '  FOR A G E L  C E L L !  Two new c l u b  lamps have  been  p u t  t o g e t h e r  
( b a s e d  upon a  much c h e a p e r  c e l l  t h a n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  Oldham b a t t e r y )  
and p l a c e d  i n  t h e  g e a r  shed  r e a d y  f o r  some f i e l d  t e s t i n g .  D e s p i t e  
a p p e a r a n c e s  ( t h e y  have  a  much s m a l l e r  b a t t e r y  c a s e ) ,  t h e i r  d u r a t i o n  
f rom a  c h a r g e  i s  f o u r t e e n  h o u r s .  They a r e  a  . 7  amp b u l b ,  compared 
w i t h  t h e  1 amp 6f  t h e  Oldhams, t hough  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b r i g h t n e s s  
be tween  t h e  two i s  p r e t t y  m i n i m a l .  Anyway, g i v e  them a go somet ime.  

S p e a k i n g  of wh ich ,  t h e  c l u b  now h a s  t h i r t e e n  o r  s o  l amps ,  b a t t e r y  
b e l t s  and a b o u t  t w e n t y  h e l m e t s .  Anybody t a k i n g  g r o u p s  c a v i n g ,  such  
a s  s c h o o l s ,  P r o j e c t  Hahn o r  w h a t e v e r ,  a r e  welcome t o  u s e  t h i s  g e a r .  
The $ 2  h i r e  p e r  p e r s o n  i s  a  b a r g a i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  h i g h  c a p i t a l  
o u t l a y  of c a v i n g  lamps t h e s e  d a y s .  The same s o r t s  of p e o p l e  migh t  
a l s o  c o n s i d e r  u s i n g  t h e  f o u r  s e t s  of a b s e i l i n g / p r u s s i k i n g  g e a r  t h e  
c l u b  h a s  a t  a s i m i l a r l y  r e a s o n a b l e  c h a r g e .  
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GOT NOTHING ON THIS CHRISTMAS? L i n d s a y  Main of NZSS (New Zea l and  
S p e l e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y )  i s  o r g a n i s i n g  an  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  Bulmer Cave rn .  
T h i s  c a v e  seems t o  b e  on t h e  v e r g e  o f  y i e l d i n g  some m a j o r  d i s c o v e r i e s ;  
t h e r e  a r e  h e a p s  of u n e x p l o r e d  l e a d s ,  b u t  t h e  New Z e a l a n d e r s  have  
somewhat l a c k e d  t h e  manpower t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of them. T h e r e  i s  
much s u r v e y i n g  i n  b i g  p a s s a g e  t o  do a s  w e l l .  Could end up r i v a l i n g  
t h a t  o t h e r  S o u t h e r n  Hemisphere  " d e e p i e " ;  N e t t l e b e d  Cave.  

Why n o t  j o i n  i n ?  Food and g e a r  i s  b e i n g  choppe red  t o  t h e  c a m p s i t e  
on Mount Owen, f o r  a n  i n t e n d e d  s t a y  f rom 28 December t o  8  J a n u a r y .  
The c o u n t r y s i d e  t h e r e a b o u t s  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  f a i r l y  open  bush  and 
q u i t e  p l e a s a n t .  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  i s  a l l  f i r e d  up t o  l e n d  them a  
h a n d ,  s o  i f  you d e v e l o p  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  e x p e d i t i o n  c a v i n g  t o o ;  c o n t a c t  
him on (002)  28 3054 f o r  more i n f o .  R e t u r n  a i r  f a r e s  t r ans -Tasman  
a r e  $580 (APEX) and a r e  g o i n g  f a s t ,  s o  h u r r y !  

FINDING KILOMETRES OF CAVE LATELY? Walch & Sons  s e l l  a  "cheapo" 
SUUNTO p r i s m a t i c - s u r v e y i n g  compass f o r  $36 ( l e s s  10% s t u d e n t s '  d i s -  
c o u n t ! ) .  T h i s  i s  a  l o t  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  $100-120 t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  f o r  
t h e  a l l - m e t a l  o n e s  c u r r e n t l y .  I n  f a c t  t h e  c h e a p e r  v e r s i o n  u s e s  
t h e  same s e a l e d  compass u n i t ,  o n l y  i t ' s  packaged  i n  p l a s t i c  i n s t e a d .  
With a  b i t  o f  w a t e r p r o o f i n g  g l u e ,  i t  would b e  an  i d e a l  r e p l a c e m e n t  
f o r  t h e  o l d e r  t y p e s  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  u s e .  Whi le  a r g u a b l y  p l a s t i c  i s  
more f r a g i l e ,  t h e  m e t a l  t y p e s  seem t o  conk o u t  f a s t  enough;  t h e  
prob lem b e i n g  water /mud e n t r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  r o b u s t n e s s .  With a  b i t  
of i n q u i r i n g  i t  may a l s o  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  a  s i m i l a r  t h i n g  i n  a  
c l . i n o m e t e r ;  q u i t e  a  b i g  s a v i n g  on t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

SOMEONE'S BEEN LOOKING FOR LOTS OF RELIEF! A t  l e a s t ,  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  
and A l b e r t  Goede h a v e ,  i n  t h e  way of wande r ing  a r o u n d  among t h e  
r e l i e f  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y  and d o i n g  b u l k  o v e r l a n d  s u r v e y i n g  
a s  w e l l .  T h e i r  v a l u a b l e  e f f o r t s  have  i n c l u d e d  " l o c a t i n g "  Growl ing  
S w a l l e t  (some of  u s  w i s h  i t  was s t i l l  " l o s t " ! )  and s u n d r y  o t h e r  
c a v e s  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e ,  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y  datum 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  l o g g i n g  r o a d s .  Rewards f o r  t h i s  w i l l  b e  
f o r t h c o m i n g  s h o r t l y ,  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of a  Lands Depar tment  
1 ; 2 5 , 0 0 0  s c a l e  map, f e a t u r i n g  some a c c u r a t e  t o p o g r a p h y  t h a n k s  t o  
them. T h e i r  d a t a  w i l l  b e  more d i r e c t l y  h e l p f u l  t o  c a v e r s  a s  w e l l ,  
a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of h y d r o l o g i c a l  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  Nine 
Road c a v e s ;  P o r c u p i n e  P o t  e t  a 1  s u g g e s t i n g  l i n k a g e  w i t h  Growl ing .  
H a i l  t h e  b r a v e  new a g e  of  compasses  and compu te r s !  

341 CARAMELLO POT - yuk! T h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h o s e  who would r e w r i t e  
r e c e n t  h i s t o r y .  Some s t u d e n t s  have  much t o  l e a r n ,  and  t e a c h e r s  
t o o !  341 i s  an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  number and some of i t s  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  
a r e  l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  o f  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t s .  

341 i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  f i f t h  p r ime  number ,  and t h e  t h i r d  a n e r -  
s e r i n e  p r ime  number ( 1 1  X 31  f o r  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e ) .  

341 i s  t h e 3 ~ a l l e s t  p s e u d o p r i m e  t o  b a s e  2 ,  i e ,  2 t o  t h e  power 340 
minus  1 ( 2-1 ) i s  d i v i s i b l e  by 341 ,  a l t h o u g h  341 i s  c o m p o s i t e ,  n o t  
p r ime  . 
Pseudopr imes  a r e  q u i t e  r a y g .  T h e r e  a r e  882 ,206 ,716  p r i m e s  l e s s  
t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( 2  X 1 0  ) ,  and y e t ,  i n  t h e  same r a n g e  it h a s  
been  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  1 9 , 8 6 5  p r i m e s  t o  b a s e  2 .  
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341  i s  a l s o  a c a v e  l o c a t e d  o f f  t h e  C h a i r m a n  t r a c k  i n  t h e  J u n e e  
F l o r e n t i n e  a rea .  

THE "PRIME" MINISTER 

Cook C r e e k  r i s e s  on t h e  s l o p e s  of  t h e  P i c t o n  Range i n  s o u t h e r n  
T a s m a n i a .  I t  i s  j o i n e d  b y  numerous  t r i b u t a r i e s  as i t  f l o w s  e a s t -  
w a r d s  i n t o  t h e  P i c t o n  R i v e r .  The e x i s t a n c e  o f  a l a r g e  s i n k h o l e  
i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  t r i b u t a r i e s  d r a i n i n g  A b r o t a n e l l a  Rise 
h a s  b e e n  known f o r  many y e a r s ,  and  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  B r i a n  C o l l i n  
and A t t i l a  V r a n a  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C r a c r o f t  k a r s t  
a r e a .  

Amidst  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  d e p r e s s i o n  was e x c a v a t e d  i n  o r d o v i c i a n  
l i m e s t o n e  a n d  m i g h t  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t r i b u t e  as  a s o u r c e  f e e d e r  t o  t h e  
J u d d s  C a v e r n - C r a c r o f t  s y s t e m ,  t h i s  k a r s t  a r e a  h a s  r e m a i n e d  l a r g e l y  
u n r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  undocumented u n t i l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Davey and  
Housho ld  R e p o r t  ( 1 9 8 7 ) .  S i t u a t e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  more  t h a n  a  k i l o -  
m e t r e  f r o m  c u r r e n t  f o r e s t r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  was v i s i t e d  
b y  Andrew McNeil  and  Andrew W a k e f i e l d  i n  May 1 9 8 7  ( M c N e i l ,  1 9 8 7 ) .  
A c o u p l e  o f  small h o l e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s t r e a m  s i n k s  w e r e  e x p l o r e d  
and t h e  p a r e n t  r o c k  h a d  a  s i m i l a r  l i t h o l o g y  t o  P r e c a m b r i a n  d o l o m i t e  
f r o m  t h e  Weld V a l l e y .  A s  a  g l a c i k a r s t i c  phenomenon,  t h i s  f e a t u r e  
i s  o f  some s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

The r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  1 : 2 5 0 0 0  " B u r g e s s "  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  s h e e t  
h a s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of  a  f u r t h e r  s e r i e s  o f . c l o s e d  d e p r e s s i o n s  
and a s s o c i a t e d  s t r e a m s i n k s  s i t u a t e d  some 1 . 5 - 2  km f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t .  T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  o c c u r  b e t w e e n  570 a n d  780 m a . s . 1 ,  and  
more t h a n  1 5 0  m d i r e c t l y  a b o v e  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  Cook C r e e k  v a l l e y .  

Lake Ovoid  i t s e l f  i s  shown a s  o c c u p y i n g  a  40 m d e e p  e n c l o s e d  d e p -  
r e s s i o n .  E x a m i n a t  i o n  of  t h e  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  
l a k e  and  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  l o c a t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a r e  
g l a c i g e n i c  moraine-dammed f e a t u r e s ,  a s  a r e  many o t h e r  b a s i n s  l o c a t e d  
a t  t h i s  a l t i t u d e  i n  s o u t h e r n  T a s m a n i a .  

The p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e s e  two f e a t u r e s  a r e  a combined g l a c i a l  and 
k a r s t i c  f o r m a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  b e  d i s c o u n t e d  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  
The o t h e r  two m a j o r  d e p r e s s i o n s  s i t u a t e d  a t  a  l o w e r  a l t i t u d e ,  o n e  
of which  i s  shown a s  a c t i n g  a s  a m a j o r  s t r e a m s i n k ,  a p p e a r  more  
i n t e r e s t i n g  f r o m  a  s p e l e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  

Under t h e  s t e r e o s c o p e  b o t h  t h e s e  s i n k h o l e s  a p p e a r  as s t e e p  s i d e d  
c o n i c a l  d e p r e s s i o n s  w i t h  i n t r i g u i n g  d a r k  shadows  a t  t h e i r  b o t t o m s .  

Sometime e a r l y  i n  1 9 8 8  I s p e n t  a  d a y  b a s h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c r u b  i n  
a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a c h  t h i s  a r e a ;  I g o t  t o  w i t h i n  p e r h a p s  a n  h a l f  h o u r s  
wa lk  of  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  s i n k h o l e ,  b u t  had  t o  t u r n  b a c k  d u e  t o  f a d i n g  
d a y l i g h t .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  a n y  d o l o m i t e ,  j u s t  s p a r s e l y  c o n g l o m e r i t i c  
Permo - c a r b o n i f e r o u s  s e d i m e n t s .  Some m o n t h s  l a t e r  Nick  d e c i d e d  
h e  w a n t e d  t o  g o  b u s h w a l k i n g  and e x p e r i e n c e  a t  f i r s t  hand  some of 
t h e  f o u l  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  We s u c c e e d e d  i n  n a v i g a t i n g  o u r  
way a c r o s s  t h e  numerous  g u l l i e s  and  o t h e r  o b s t a c l e s  t o  f i n d  o u r -  
s e l v e s  a s c e n d i n g  t h e  c r e e k  l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  d e p r e s s i o n .  
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We must have  been  w i t h i n  a  few hundred  m e t r e s  o f  i t  b e f o r e  we g o t  
s i c k  of t h e  whole  b u s i n e s s  and t u r n e d  f o r  home. 

The t o t a l  l a c k  of  a n y t h i n g  r e s e m b l i n g  k a r s t  e x p o s u r e , ( a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  
a r e  t h i c k  s l o p e  d e p o s i t s  m a n t l i n g  most of t h e  b e d r o c k  a round  h e r e ) ,  
combined w i t h  o u r  c o l d  and sodden-wet  s t a t e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  t o t a l l y  
g u i l t l e s s  r e t r e a t .  Some day  of c o u r s e  - we w i l l  b e  g o i n g  b a c k ,  
p e r h a p s  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  S o u t h  P i c t o n  Range o r  more s e n s i b l y  
by h e l i c o p t e r !  

STEFAN EBERHARD 

R e f e r e n c e s  

Davey, A & Housho ld .  I (1987)  " K a r s t  Landforms of  t h e  Lemonthyme 
and S o u t h e r n  ~ o r e s t s , .  ~ a s r i a n i a : "  C o n s u l t a n c y  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  common- 
w e a l t h  Commission o f  I n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  Lemonthyme and S o u t h e r n  
F o r e s t s .  
App l i ed  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  Management, C a n b e r r a .  1 6 8  pp .  

- M c N e i l l ,  A (1987)  "The Cook Creek  K a r s t . "  
Unpubl i shed  r e p o r t .  

KUBLA KHAN EFFLUX 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  o t h e r  c l a i m s  t o  f ame ,  Kubla  Khan a l s o  h a s  t h e  
t i t l e  of t h e  l o n g e s t  c a v e  d i v e  e x p l o r e d  i n  Tasmania  s o  f a r .  Al though  
d i v e s  f i r s t  began  i n  t h e  e f f l u x  a round  1 9 6 5 ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1978 
t h a t  a  c o m p l e t e  t r a v e r s e  i n t o  Kubla Khan was a c h i e v e d .  A team of 
v i s i t i n g  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n s  d i s c o v e r e d  open p a s s a g e  a f t e r  d i v i n g  
t h r o u g h  a  400 m l o n g  sump f rom t h e  e f f l u x  s i d e .  A f u r t h e r  s h o r t  
d i v e  a l l o w e d  them t o  make t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  C a i r n  H a l l  i n  Kubla 
Khan. Matthews (1985)  m i s t a k e n l y  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  TCC 
i n  1983 .  

Sump Leng ths  

One f e a t u r e  of t h e  e f f l u x  i s  t h e  d e g r e e  of v a r i a t i o n  i n  sump l e n g t h s  
- t h a t  h a s  been  a p p a r e n t .  T h i s  i s  c l e a r l y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r e v a i l i n g  

r a i n f a l l  l e v e l s ,  a l t h o u g h  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r i v e r  bed by l o c a l  
c a v e r s  downstream of  t h e e f f l u x  had c o n s i d e r a b l y  l owered  w a t e r  l e v e l s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n s ' d i v e s  i n  F e b r u a r y  1978 .  Water  l e v e l s  
g e n e r a l l y  were  v e r y  low a t  t h i s  t i m e  anyway, and i t  was p o s s i b l e  
f o r  them t o  p r o c e e d  a l o n g  100  m of a i r s p a c e  i n  t h e  e f f l u x  b e f o r e  
d i v i n g  became n e c e s s a r y .  A i r s p a c e s  up t o  50 m l o n g  were  r e p o r t e d  
a l o n g  t h e  l e n g t h  of sump 1, and a  second  sump t h a t  n o r m a l l y  p r e c e d e s  
S u n l e s s  S e a  P a s s a g e  was n o n - e x i s t a n t .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  of a  TCC d i v e  i n  May 1982 i t  was a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  p roceed  
ups t r eam f o r  some d i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  e f f l u x  b e f o r e  t o t a l l y  submerg ing .  
T h e r e  was ,  howeve r ,  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  30 m l o n g  sump j u s t  beyond sump 
1 - w a t e r  l e v e l s  we re  n o t  s o  low a s  t h e y  had b e e n  i n  F e b r u a r y  1978 .  
L a t e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  t r i p  (November 1983)  and t h e  exchange  d i v e  
( J u n e  1 9 8 4 ) .  w a t e r  l e v e l s  were  h i g h e r  s t i l l .  Sump 2 was measured 
a s  117 m i n  l e n g t h  on t h e  s u r v e y  t r i p .  I t  was a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

- commence d i v i n g  i n  sump 1 a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where  
t h e  s t r e a m  emerges  i n t o  d a y l i g h t ,  and g i v i n g  a  t o t a l  d i v e  of 496 
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m e t r e s  ( a i r s p a c e s  were  s t i l l  p r e s e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  t h e  f i r s t  
100 m).  R e p o r t s  of a d i v e  i n  1965 t h a t  p e n e t r a t e d  1 , 6 8 5  f t  ( i e ,  
514 m) i n t o  t h e  e f f l u x  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e  p i c t u r e .  A d i v e  
of t h a t  l e n g t h  would have  p re sumab ly  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  m a j o r  a i r s p a c e  
beyond sump 1 : 70 m of  w a l k i n g - t y p e  p a s s a g e  up t o  4  m i n  h e i g h t  
t h a t  p r e c e d e s  sump 2 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  few d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  1965 d i v e  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

A minimum l e n g t h  f o r  sump 3  would a p p e a r  t o  b e  28 m a s  r e c o r d e d  
by t h e  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  l e n g t h  of  38 m shown on t h e  
s u r v e y  ( s e e  l a s t  p a g e )  i s  p r o b a b l y  more t y p i c a l .  Roughly 30 m down- 
s t r e a m  of sump 3 a r e  a  c o u p l e  of p o i n t s  where  t h e  c e i l i n g  l o w e r s  
t o  j u s t  a  f ew  c e n t i m e t r e s  above  w a t e r  l e v e l .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  would a l s o  become e n t i r e l y  submerged i n  t i m e s  of v e r y  
h i g h  f l o w .  

Minimum and maximum l e n g t h s  f o r  t h e  sumps r e c o r d e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
t i m e s  i s  summarised be low.  With a n  a v e r a g e  d e p t h  of a round  4 m 
d e c o m p r e s s i o n  i s  no problem.  

Sump 1: 
Sump 2 :  
Sump 3: 

Minimum (m) Maximum (m) 

Chronology  of  D i v e s  

(1) R o b e r t s o n  (1977)  r e f e r s  t o  a n  " A u s t r a l i a n  r e c o r d  d i v e  of 1965 
( 1 , 6 8 5  f t ) "  a t  Kubla  Khan, w h i l e  Goede (1968)  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  
have  b e e n  " s e v e r a l  d i v i n g  a t t e m p t s ,  t h e  l a s t  one p e n e t r a t i n g  
1 , 6 8 5  f t  t h r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  w a t e r - t r a p s ;  s e v e n  s m a l l  chambers ;  
end n o t  r e a c h e d . "  No f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a r e  known. 

( 2 )  I n  March 1974 t h r e e  d i v e r s  unde r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  B i l l  K innea r  
made a  s e r i e s  of p e n e t r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  e f f l u x .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  by  R o b e r t s o n  ( 1 9 7 7 ) .  

Dur ing  t h e s e  d i v e s  l i n e  was f e d  o u t  f rom t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a  t e c h -  
n i q u e  t h a t  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  c o u l d  be  p r o b l e m a t i c  ., For  example ,  
on t h e i r  s econd  a t t e m p t  two d i v e r s  had s u r f a c e d  i n  an  a i r  p o c k e t  
80 m i n t o  t h e  e f f l u x  when t h e  t h i r d  d i v e r  who was f o l l o w i n g  
f a i l e d  t o  show up .  L u c k i l y ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of  a  communicat ion 
c a b l e  and t h e i r  " b l a c k  box" d e v i c e ,  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  t a l k  
w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  s u p p o r t .  The d i v e r s  were  in formed t h a t  120 m 
of r o p e  had  been  f e d  o u t  t o  t h e i r  m i s s i n g  member who had a p p a r -  
e n t l y  become e n t a n g l e d  u n d e r w a t e r .  He f i n a l l y  s u r f a c e d  i n  
t h e  a i r s p a c e  " f e s t o o n e d  w i t h  r o p e . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d  
t o  keep  g o i n g .  

Two d i v e r s  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e  submerged t u n n e l  b u t  t r o u b l e  
s t r u c k  a g a i n .  I n i t i a l l y  t h i s  r e s u l t e d  f rom p o o r  v i s i b i l i t y .  

T h i s  i s  how t h e  s econd  d i v e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t :  "The 
t o r c h e s  d i d  n o t h i n g  b u t  r e f l e c t  a  b l i n d i n g  glow and a l l  I c o u l d  
s e e  were  my own b u b b l e s .  . . . I had t h e  r o p e  i n  my hands  b u t  
d i d n ' t  know which way a l o n g  t h e  r o p e  was o u t  and which was 
t o w a r d s  B i l l . "  So h e  s t a r t e d  p u l l i n g  i n  t h e  r o p e :  "I p u l l e d  
i n  y a r d s  of  t h e  s t u f f ,  f i r s t  f rom one  d i r e c t i o n  andthen  the  other ,  
and f i n a l l y  f e l t B i l l  p u l l i n g  a t  t h e  r o p e  and swam t o  him and 
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s u r f a c e d .  Both a i r  t a n k s  were  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  h a l f  f u l l  mark 
and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  became u r g e n t . "  

On t h e i r  t h i r d  and f i n a l  d i v e , B i l l  K i n n e a r  pushed  ahead  a l o n e .  
H i s  s i n g l e  t a n k  was drawn t o  h a l f  f u l l  when h e  t u r n e d  a round  
a t  a  p o i n t  366 m i n t o  t h e  e f f l u x .  P l a n s  t o  r e t u r n  were  
abandoned when K i n n e a r  d i e d  i n  a  h u n t i n g  a c c i d e n t  a  few d a y s  
l a t e r .  

I n  F e b r u a r y  1978  t h e  f i r s t  c o m p l e t e  t r a v e r s e  f rom t h e  e f f l u x  
i n t o  Kubla  Khan p r o p e r  was made b y  Ron Al lum,  P h i 1  P r u s t  and 
P e t e r  S t a c e .  For  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n  s e e  S t a c e  
( 1 9 7 9 ) .  

I n  A p r i l  1982 Nick Hume and S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  made a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
d i v e  i n  t h e  e f f l u x .  They swam a l o n g  200 m of u n d e r w a t e r  p a s s a g e  
b e f o r e  s u r f a c i n g  i n  a n  a i r  b e l l  ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  1 7 6 ) .  

I n  May 1982 Nick Hume and I a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  whole 
t r a v e r s e .  The e x i s t a n c e  of a  s econd  sump a f t e r  sump 1 had 
n o t  been  a n t i c i p a t e d  and t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  l i n e  t o  d i v e  
t h e  l a s t  s h o r t  sump i n t o  C a i r n  H a l l  ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  1 7 6 ) .  

November 1983  saw a  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a v e r s e  of  t h e  e f f l u x  by  S t e f a n  
and Nick .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t r i p  an  a c c u r a t e  s u r v e y  was a c c o m p l i s h e d .  
( S p e l e o  S p i e l  1 9 3 ) .  

I n  J u n e  1984 a m a j o r  a s s a u l t  on t h e  e f f l u x  t o o k  p l a c e .  Four  
d i v e r s  we re  i n v o l v e d :  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s ,  Duncan H o l l a n d ,  myse l f  
and Kubla  r e t u r n  Nick .  I n  an  e x c h a n g e / t h r o u g h  t r i p ,  two d i v e r s  
e n t e r e d  t h e  e f f l u x  and l a i d  l i n e  t h r o u g h  i n t o  C a i r n  H a l l .  
The o t h e r  team e n t e r e d  Kubla  Khan t h r o u g h  t h e  main  d r y  e n t r a n c e  
and met t h e  d i v e r s  a s  t h e y  emerged f rom sump 3 .  Gear was 
exchanged  and b o t h  t eams  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  e x i t  
j o u r n e y s  - t h e  d i v e r s  o u t  t h e  d r y  e n t r a n c e ,  t h e  o t h e r  team 
v i a  t h e  a c q u a t i c  r o u t e  ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  1 9 9 ) .  

- The S u r v e y  

Even though  i t  i s  n e a r l y  f i v e  y e a r s  s i n c e  S t e f a n  and Nick d i d  t h e  
s u r v e y ,  f o r  one  r e a s o n  o r  a n o t h e r  t h e  map h a s  r ema ined  u n p u b l i s h e d  
i n  t h i s  magaz ine  u n t i l  now. The l e n g t h  of  sump 1 was c a l c u l a t e d  
by u s i n g  a  g u i d e l i n e  marked a t  20 m i n t e r v a l s ,  w h i l e  t h e  l e n g t h s  
of  sump 2  and sump 3  were  measured  f rom t h e  amount o f  l i n e  t h a t  
had b e e n  u s e d  i n  them.  The s e c t i o n s  of  open  p a s s a g e  be tween  sumps 
were  s u r v e y e d  w i t h  S u u n t o s  and t a p e  (ASF g r a d e  4 )  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  sumps i n  a  w a t e r p r o o f  bag .  Ano the r  s u r v e y  of t h e  e f f l u x  d o e s  
e x i s t  - a s e c t i o n  drawn b y  P.  S t a c e  i n  1978  ( u n p u b l i s h e d ? )  - b u t  
d i s t a n c e s  be tween  t h e  sumps were  o n l y  e s t i m a t e d .  

The t o t a l  l e n g t h  of  t h e  s u r v e y e d  s e c t i o n  i s  1128  m .  The f i n a l  
s t a t i o n  - a p r o m i n e n t  s t a l a c t i t e  above  t h e  w a t e r  n e a r  where  t h e  
s t r e a m  s i n k s  i n  C a i r n  Hall - i s  marked w i t h  a  p i e c e  o f  b l u e  t a p e .  
T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  s u r v e y  t o  b e  t i e d - i n  when a n  a c c u r a t e  s u r v e y  
o f  t h e  res t  o f  Kubla  Khan g e t s  done .  SCS have  a p p a r e n t l y  s t a r t e d  
d o i n g  j u s t  t h i s .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

.. . . / 9  
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FLORENTINE VALLEY : SURFACE SURVEYING AND BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE 

P r e s e n t :  A l b e r t  Goede,  S t u  N i c h o l a s ,  B ruce  G r i e v e  (YUCC), S t e f a n  
E b e r h a r d .  

Bruce  i s  a  pommie c a v e r ,  f r e s h  f rom p u s h i n g  M2 t o  -980 m (YUCC's 
l a t e s t  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h  P i c o s ) ,  b u t  n o t  s o  f r e s h  a f t e r  a  l a t e  
s e s s i o n  w i t h  T r e v ' s  home brew! 

Anyway, we t o o k  him t o  TCC's l a t e s t  s c o o p ,  JFX32, which i s  c o l l o -  
q u i a l l y  known a s  "Burn ing  Down The House."  The a c t i o l o g y  beh ind  
t h i s  name h a s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  r o c k  band " T a l k i n g  Heads" 
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we r e a l l y  d i d  s e e  a  h o u s e  b u r n i n g  down on t h e  
day  we made t h e  i n i t i a l  d i s c o v e r y .  

S t u  and A l b e r t  went  o f f  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y  
l i n k i n g  v a r i o u s  k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d s c a p e  which 
s h o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  a  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e  computer  p l o t t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s p e l e o - h y d r o l o g i c  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  
V a l l e y .  They f i n i s h e d  o f f  t h e  s u r v e y  on t h e  9  Road and c o n t i n u e d  
a l o n g  t h e  N ine -L ink  Road, t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  t h e  t u r n o f f  which l e a d s  
up t o  Rainbow Cave ( J F l l ) ,  JF226 ,  227 ,  228 and X32. Ever  s i n c e  
t h e  d i s c o v e r y  e x p l o r a t i o n  of P o r c u p i n e  P o t  i t  h a s  b e e n  e v i d e n t  t h a t  
t h e  s u b t e r r a n e a n  c a t c h m e n t  of t h e  Junee  Cave r e s u r g e n c e  must  e x t e n d  
beyond Growl ing  S w a l l e t  ( s i t u a t e d  some 9 . 5  km l i n e a r  d i s t a n c e  f rom 
J u n e e ) .  I t  now seems h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  c a t c h m e n t  e x t e n d s  an  
a d d i t i o n a l  4 km n o r t h  which would a l s o  i n c l u d e  T a s s i e  P o t ,  O w l  P o t ,  
Th ree  F a l l s  Cave ,  U d e n s a l a ,  Rainbow Cave ,  JFX32, 2 2 6 ,  227 ,  228 and 
p e r h a p s  even  X19. 

Meanwhile Bruce  and I  t r o t t e d  down X32 which had a  f a i r  b i t  of w a t e r  
i n  i t ,  and soon  enough we found  o u r s e l v e s  s c a l i n g  t h e  ramp- type  
aven  e x t e n d i n g  above  t h e  sumping p o i n t  of t h e  main  s t r e a m .  We con-  
t i n u e d  c l i m b i n g  up t h i s  f e a t u r e  t o  where  t h e  d r a u g h t  emana te s  f rom 
an i m p o s s i b l y  s m a l l  h o l e .  T h i s  t h i n g  c o n t i n u e s  upwards  and a l s o  
back  a c r o s s  t h e  main  s t r e a m  a s  some k i n d  of  j o i n t  o r  f a u l t  f r a c t u r e ,  
b u t  c l i m b i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  would be  d e s i r a b l e .  

Having d r a g g e d  a  pack  f u l l  of r o p e  and c l i m b i n g  p a r a p h e n a l i a  t o  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  I was s u s s i n g  o u t  t h e  o p t i o n s  whereupon my l i g h t  d i e d  
i n  t h e  a r s e ,  which  i s  j u s t  what I had b e e n  e x p e c t i n g  i t  t o  do a l l  
a l o n g .  Exposed f r e e - c l i m b i n g  i n  c a v e s  i s  n o r m a l l y  okay b e c a u s e  
you c a n ' t  s e e  t h e  n o t h i n g n e s s  h a n g i n g  b e n e a t h  y o u ,  b u t  down-c l imbing  
t h i s  25 m w a l l  w i t h  i n a d e q u a t e  l i g h t  n e a r l y  had me g r i p p e d !  
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We b e a t  a n e c e s s a r i u s  r e t r e a t .  A f t e r  s u r f a c i n g  we wandered  up t h e  
r o a d  t o  t h e  g r a v e l  p i t  a n d  beyond where  we f o u n d  l i m e s t o n e  o u t -  
c r o p p i n g  h i g h  up on t h e  s l o p e s  a t  c - 700 m a . s . 1 .  T h i s  w h o l e  a r e a  
d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  
f u r t h e s t  c a t c h m e n t s  o f  t h e  whole  i n c o n c e i v a b l y  m a s s i v e  J u n e e  Cave 
k a r s t  s y s t e m .  

STEFAN EBERHARD 

LOOKING SHEEPISH IN J F 1  

I n  t h e  J u n e  S p i e l  was a  t r i p  r e p o r t  a b o u t  my u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  
t o  r e l o c a t e  a  d r a u g h t i n g  s l o t  i n  J F 1  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  
a  1970  t r i p  r e p o r t .  

A c o u p l e  o f  m o n t h s  l a t e r  I  wen t  b a c k  t o  t r y  a n d  d i g  o u t  a n o t h e r  
s q u e e z e  t h a t  I  h a d  n o t i c e d  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  T h i s  i s  l o c a t e d  
a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a s t e e p  r i f t  beyond a s q u e e z e  t h a t  l e a d s  o f f  f r o m  
t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  l a d d e r  d r o p  i n s i d e  t h e  c a v e .  A f t e r  d i g g i n g  o u t  
some c l a y  I e n c o u n t e r e d  a r o c k  t h a t  would  n e e d  t o  b e  c h i p p e d  o r  
b l a s t e d  o u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h .  The s l i g h t  d r a u g h t  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  a p p a r e n t  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p  was t o t a l l y  a b s e n t  t h i s  t ime. 
On my way o u t  o f  t h e  c a v e  I c h a n c e d  t o  n o t i c e  a small s l o t  i n  t h e  
w a l l ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  l a d d e r .  A d i s t i n c t  d r a u g h t  was 
b l o w i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  h o l e  w h i c h  must  b e  t h e  o n e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  1 9 7 0 .  

Some t i m e  l a t e r  Nick  Hume and  I  wen t  b a c k  t o  J F 1  t o  b l a s t  t h e  s l o t  
o p e n .  The c o l d  d r a u g h t  was e q u a l l y  s t r o n g ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  i t  seemed 
a  f u n n y  s p o t  f o r  a c o n t i n u a t i o n ,  I r e c k o n e d  i t  was w o r t h  a  t r y .  
Hav ing  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  t e d i o u s  t a s k  of  c r a c k i n g  t h e  h o l e ,  I  was 
a b l e  t o  s q u e e z e  t h r o u g h  i n t o  a  s p a c e  b e y o n d .  To my u t t e r  d i s g u s t  
t h e  h o l e  m e r e l y  l e d  b a c k  t o  n e a r  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s l o p e .  
I had  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  s u c k e d - i n .  T h a t  a i r  c i r c u l a t i n g  s o  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  c o u l d  p r o d u c e  s u c h  a  d i s t i n c t  d r a u g h t  was r a t h e r  
s u r p r i s i n g .  

B l a s t i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r  l e a d  m i g h t  b e  more p r o d u c t i v e ,  b u t  my i n t e r e s t  
i n  J F 1  h a s  b e e n  e x h a u s t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .  A p o l o g i e s  t o  Nick  f o r  
t a k i n g  him on a w i l d  g o o s e  c h a s e .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 

ENTRANCE CAVE - 1 0  AUGUST 1 9 8 8  

P a u l  M e r h u l i k  and  L e i g h  D o u g l a s .  

With  P a u l  on h o l i d a y s  a n d  me on S w a t v a c ,  Wednesday seemed a good 
d a y  t o  t a k e  a h i k e  down s o u t h . a n d  r e d i s c o v e r  E n t r a n c e  Cave and i t s  
g r a f i t t i  w a l l s .  

I was s u r p r i s e d  a t  how w e l l  t r o d d e n  t h e  t r a c k  t o  t h e  c a v e  was .  
The l o g  book r e v e a l s  numerous  s c h o o l  g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t o  v i s i t  
t h e  c a v e  o f  l a t e .  

We s p e n t  a f e w  h o u r s  c r a w l i n g  i n  and  o u t  o f  p a s s a g e s  and  d u c k s ,  
a d m i r i n g  t h e  p r e t t y  glow-worms and  n o t  s o  p r e t t y  s p i d e r .  

. . . / l1 
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