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EDITORIAL 

This is the t rue s tory according t o  Nick H- of what transpired on the TCC 
mini expedition t o  Precipitous Bluff in l a t e  December '87 and ear ly  January 

m '88. 

The a i m  as ever were t o  find kilometres of virgin cave and t o  de f i l e  it with 
the TCC flag. However, team m r s  C h r i s  Davies, Lew Mitchelmore, Nick H m  
and Trevor Wailes had a few more mundane chores t o  accomplish f i r s t .  

Overland surveys took precedence t o  l ink entrances of Daqer Cave, Cueva 
Blanca and Bauhaus. It was f e l t  before the expedition that these had a chance 
of being related t o  a c m n  w a l t e r  flow, in  which case creating a system 
of up t o  3 h+. Unfortunately, this is still not confinned although the 
overall impression is that they are. The next t r i p  t o  the area w i l l  confirm 
t h i s ,  or  otherwise t o t a l l y  confuse us. 

Of the 8 days a t  camp we had only one half day of ra in ,  the weather was 
idyl l ic  and not part icular ly productive t o  caving. W e  all got very slack, 
and morning starts got l a t e r  and l a t e r .  Nick H m  did h i s  best t o  motivate 
a motley crew, and in fact  a l l  our aims were realised. W e  did connect a l l  
entrances with an overland survey, we did clear up the question marks f r m  
the f i r s t  t r i p  ('86 ) , ie , Cueva Blanca and upstream Bauhaus including survey 
completion, and we did find new cave Xymox, Nick Cave, etc. However, it would 
have been nice t o  find some more systems l ike  Bauhaus, the te r ra in  is severe 
and the dolines very densly vegetated t o  the point of looking carefully where 
your feet are going a t  each step. Holes appear out of nowhere. 

This is the f i r s t  of two issues devoted t o  P.B. The second w i l l  contain 
surveys and give some explanation t o  the geology and hydrology of the area. 
Damper Cave survey data has not yet been located ( i f  anyone can help with 
t h i s  information please contact u s ) ,  so a rather large piece of t h i s  hydro- 
logical jigsaw is missing off the area plan. Photographs shown in both issues 
were taken by Nick H m  on the '86 and '88 expedition and C h r i s  Davies in  
'88. 

TREVOR WAILES 
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28 D e c e m b e r ,  1987 t o  9 J a n u a r y .  1988 

P o r t i n g  gear u p  New River Lagoon t o  base c a m p .  
P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  i n  the b a c k g r o u n d .  

E x p e d i t i o n e r s :  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  L e w  M i t c h e l r n o r e .  
Nick Hume a n d  ( b r i e f l y )  P h i l l  H i l l .  

C o v e r  P i c t u r e :  S u r v e y i n g  a l o n g  t h e  B a u h a u s  c o n n e c t o r  p a s s a g e ,  
i n t o  Xyrnox. 
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Sunday n i g h t ,  T r e v ' s  BBQ . . . . . .  b u t  where  was T r e v ?  Not n o r m a l l y  
s o  u n s o c i a b l e ,  w e  c a u g h t  him i n  a backroom, a m i d s t  a  f r e n z y  o f  

l " , p a c k i n g .  "We s a i l  f o r  P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  tomorrow a t  6am . . . . . . .  
h e  e x c l a i m e d  w i t h  f u r r o w e d  brow. S u r p r i s e  news t o  a l l  o f  u s ,  as 
w e  h a d n ' t  e x p e c t e d  t h e  f i s h e r m a n  t o  b e  o f f  s o  s o o n .  S h a k e s  o f  
t h e  head were t h e  o n l y  a d v i c e  w e  c o u l d  o f f e r  him, p r e o c c u p i e d  as  
w e  were  w i t h  o u r  own t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  di lemma.  

Monday and a p e r f e c t  d a y  f o r  b o a t i n g .  T r e v  w a s  sombre  on o u r  
a r r i v a l  - h i s  news was o f  f i v e  m e t r e  s o u t h e r l y  swells ;  n o t  a 
p e r f e c t  d a y  f o r  b o a t i n g .  Again w e  were  i n  l imbo . . . . . .  o h  w e l l ,  
manana p o s s i b l e m e n t e  . . . . . .  
Mick G a r l a n d  was an  a m i a b l e  s o r t  o f  c h a r a c t e r ,  making u s  f e e l  a s  
t h o u g h  w e  had been  d e c k i e s  a l l  o u r  l i v e s .  When t h e  "Margaret B" 
l e f t  t h e  wharf  on t h e  T u e s d a y ,  i t  w a s  soon  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  
p a s s e n g e r s  were  r e a l l y  l a n d l u b b e r s ,  becoming squeamish  a t  t h e  
e n l a r g i n g  s e a s .  " C a p t a i n "  Mick a s s u r e d  u s  t h a t  i f  w e  c o u l d  round  
S o u t h  East Cape ,  t h e n  a l l  would b e  w e l l .  

The f i r s t  a t t e m p t  met enormous  seas,  v i r t u a l l y  b r e a k i n g  on d e c k .  
A l a s  we b e a t  a  r e t r ea t  t o  s h e l t e r  i n  "Moulders  H o l e " ,  s p e n d i n g  
t h e  n i g h t  c o w e r i n g  i n  t h e  b i l g e s .  Very e a r l y  n e x t  morn ing ,  l i k e  
3am, we had a n o t h e r  g o .  We were  keen ,  keen enough t o  f a c e  
Neptune h i m s e l f .  However, Neptune  won a g a i n  and we went  b a c k ,  
t h i s  t i m e  a l l  t h e  way t o  Reche rche  Bay. 

A whole  d a y  i d l i n g  on b o a r d  b o a t  w a s  a  b i t  d e m o r a l i s i n g  w i t h  t h e  
c rew p r e p a r e d  t o  m u t i n y  i f  we f a i l e d  a g a i n .  T r e v  hopped i n  t h e  
d i n g h y  t o  l a y  g r a b a l l s ,  i r o n i c  f o r  a  c a v i n g  t r i p .  A l l  t h a t  was 
c a u g h t  were  more s t i f f  s o u t h e r l i e s .  

On Thur sday  we emerged t e n t a t i v e l y  f rom t h e  b i l g e s ;  no  w ind ,  an  
a b a t i n g  s w e l l  and a p e r f e c t l y  g l o r i o u s  morn ing .  The m a s s i f s  o f  
t h e  S o u t h  Cape Range were  s h e d d i n g  t h e i r  m a n t l e  o f  s t o r m  c l o u d s  
(somewhere up t h e r e ,  P h i 1 1  H i l l  was wande r ing  i n  t o  meet  u s  New 
R i v e r  Lagoon) .  We were away! 

Bobbing b e s i d e  t h e  c a p e ,  J o n a h  s t r u c k  a g a i n .  Clunk  . . . .  we l o s t  
s t e e r a g e  . . . . . .  d i s b e l i e f !  S e r i o u s  s t u f f ,  s e r i o u s  enough t o  wake 
t h e  c a p t a i n ,  who w a s  below a t  t h e  t i m e .  T r e v  p roved  t o  be  
u s e f u l ,  h i s  m e c h a n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  on t h e  c a b l e  
l i n k a g e .  Some jemmying and  mallet  b lows  b r o u g h t  u s  i n t o  t h e  
w e a t h e r ,  i n  t i m e  t o  a v o i d  f o u n d e r i n g  on t h e  r o c k s  . . . . . .  
phew . . .  . .  . 

Rocky Boat  I n l e t  was o u r  p r e f e r r e d  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  b e i n g  o n l y  an  
h o u r ' s  walk t o  P r i o n  Beach .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  b r o a d  s w e l l  o v e r  t h e  
a t t e n d a n t  r e e f s  r u l e d  o u t  a l a n d i n g .  We had t o  t r y  e l s e w h e r e  
w a t c h i n g  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  d r i f t  f u r t h e r  away. 
P r i o n  i t s e l f  was i m p o s s i b l e ,  as was T a r u a  Beach .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  
c a p t a i n  s a i d  O K  a t  Deadmans Bay.  Nick and C h r i s  knew what  t h a t  
would mean i n  terms of  g e a r  p o r t a g e ,  T r e v  and L e w  remained  
b l i s s f u l l y  unaware .  

S l i p p e r y  r o c k s  and a  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e  d i n g h y ;  " . . . .  you b l o k e s  a r e  
mad g o i n g  bushwa lk ing  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  g e a r . . . . " .  The d e c k y  was 
r i g h t !  A t  11 .00  am on t h e  T h u r s d a y  t h e  f a r c e  began .  We e a c h  had 
two enormous p a c k s ,  s o  w e  were  f a c e d  w i t h  d o i n g  t h r e e  t r i p s  o v e r  
t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  d i s t a n c e  t o  g e t  it  a l l  t o  New R i v e r  Lagoon.  The 



SEELEO SPIEL LG l SPECIAL PRECIPITOUS BLUFF ISSUE Page 4 

p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  was t o  c a r r y  one  bu rden  u n t i l  e n t i r e l y  f e d  up 
w i t h  i t  and walk  back  f o r  t h e  o t h e r .  A s o u l  d e s t r o y i n g  t a s k ,  b u t  
one t h a t  you c o u l d  s w i t c h  o f f  t o ,  a f t e r  a w h i l e .  

Deadmans Bay t o  T a r u a  was a  bog .  T a r u a  t o  P r i o n  s p o r t e d  a  
l e n g t h e n e d  s e c t i o n  of  newly c u t  t r a c k ,  f a s t  and d r y ,  b u t  n o t  
o v e r l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T r e v  found  l o t s  o f  s n a k e s ,  some 
of  them t w i c e !  On t h e  b e a c h ,  he " r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  want t o  know" and 
was r e d u c e d  t o  d o i n g  s i n g l e  k i l o m e t r e  c a r r i e s  a l o n g  t h e  e i g h t  
k i l o m e t r e s  o f  s a n d .  A g r o u p  of  b u s h w a l k e r s  a p p r o a c h e d  u s ;  
overwhelmed no d o u b t  by t h e  s p e c t a c l e  o f  o u r  a d v a n c i n g  / h a l t i n g  
/ r e t r e a t i n g  method of  o p e r a t i o n .  S p o r t i n g  gumboots  a s  w e l l  must  
have g i v e n  u s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  v e r y  p u r p o s e f u l  madmen! 

The d a y  was s w e l t e r i n g .  T r e v  came down w i t h  b l i s t e r s  and was 
p r e p a r e d  t o  d i e  i n  t h e  d u n e s  when w e  f i n a l l y  made t h e  l a g o o n ,  
b r a c k i s h  t o  h i s  d i s g u s t .  Nick was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  g e t  a  d r i n k  o u t  
o f  h i s  p a c k ,  f rom which he s u s t a i n e d  a  n a s t y  g a s h  t o  t h e  hand 
t h a n k s  t o  a h a t c h e t  t h a t  had been  s e c r e t e d  t h e r e .  Shame on Trev !  
Camp was made on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of  t h e  o u t f l o w  a t  8 pm a f t e r  
an  e s t i m a t e d  35 k i l o m e t r e s  of w a l k i n g .  

F r i d a y  was f i e r y ,  37 C b e i n g  r e c o r d e d  i n  H o b a r t .  We waded t h e  
s e v e r a l  k i l o m e t r e s  up t h e  lagoon  t o  t h e  c a v i n g  a r e a .  T h i s  was 
f a c i l i t a t e d  by u s i n g  K-Mart " r u b b e r  d u c k i e s "  i n  which t o  h a u l  
g e a r .  So e a s y  was it t h a t  Lew towed t h e  e i g h t  p a c k s  and two 
s n o o z i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  a t  one  s t a g e .  Though he  d i d n ' t  s u f f e r  t h e  
i n d i g n i t y  f o r  l o n g .  

F u r t h e r  up t h e  l agoon  t h e  n e a r - s h o r e  w a s  bedded i n  s l i m y  r o c k s  
and managing t h e  r a f t s  became q u i t e  i r k s o m e .  A c o n s t a n t  s t r e a m  
of  moans f rom T r e v  s e n t  C h r i s  and Nick  r a c i n g  on ahead  i n  an  
a t t e m p t  t o  e s c a p e  b o t h .  Meanwhile ,  p e e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  r a m p a r t s  o f  
PB, P h i l l  s p o t t e d  t h i s  u n g a i n l y  convoy f l o u n d e r i n g  i t s  way toward  
t h e  c a m p s i t e  . . . . .  TCC had a r r i v e d !  

T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  we s e t  up camp and s o r t e d  g e a r ,  some o f  i t  
s u s t a i n i n g  an  immersion form t h e  r a f t i n g  f i a s c o .  N i c k ' s  camera 
g e a r  had drowned! P h i l l  emerged f rom t h e  j u n g l e s ,  a l l  of  u s  
s u f f e r i n g  d e h y d r a t i o n  f rom t h e  h o t  d a y s  i n  g e t t i n g  h e r e .  

I r o n i c a l l y  it  poured  w i t h  r a i n  n e x t  morn ing .  We t u r n e d  o u t  e a r l y  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  P h i l l ,  keen t o  g e t  i n t o  a  b i t  o f  c a v i n g .  
Cueva B l a n c a  w a s  l ooked  a t  t o  p u s h  a l e a d  l e f t  o v e r  f rom t h e  1986 
e x p e d i t i o n .  The chamber beyond t h e  e n t r a n c e  p roved  t o  be  a  
welcome r e f u g e  f rom t h e  w e a t h e r .  We checked  f o r  s i g n s  of 
a b o r i g i n a l  o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  i n  mind,  f i n d i n g  n o n e .  Though 
c h a r c o a l  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  a  d a y l i g h t  h o l e  a t t e s t e d  t o  b u s h f i r e s  . 
f rom v e r y  l o n g  a g o .  

We r i g g e d  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h ,  d e s c e n d i n g  t o  a mid l e v e l  f l o o r ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n t i n u i n g  down t o  " I n u n d a t i o n " .  S u r p l u s  r o p e  was 
r i g g e d  a r o u n d  some columns a s  a h a n d l i n e  f o r  g a i n i n g  t h e  l e a d  i n  
large p a s s a g e  on t h e  r i g h t .  From h e r e ,  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  s econd  
s t r e a m  c o u l d  be  h e a r d ,  which was s u r m i s e d  t o  b e  t h e  w a t e r s  i n  
Damper Cave i t s e l f .  Once e v e r y o n e  had n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  h a n d l i n e ,  
a n o t h e r  r o p e  was r i g g e d  from n u b b i n s  down e i g h t  metres o r  s o  o f  
r i f t .  T h i s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  f r e e  c l i m b a b l e  on  i n s p e c t i o n  and 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  some i n l e t  a v e n s  above  a l o o s e  breakdown s l o p e .  
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S t e f  a n  
i n  Cuev  
P h o t o  N 

E b e r h a  
a B lanc  

Hume . 
r d  w i t h  
:a 1 9 8 6 .  

f o r m a t  i o n s '  

T h e  s o u n d  o f  a d i s t a n t  w a t e r f a l l  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  a 40cm w i d e  h o l e  
i n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h i s  r i f t .  The  h o l e  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  t o p  o f  a  
t e n  metre p i t c h  i n  m e a n d e r i n g  c a n y o n  a n d  was r i g g e d  b y  N i c k  u s i n g  
t h e  r o p e  d r o p p e d  down t h e  p r e v i o u s  p i t c h ,  b y  Lew. 

T r e v  d e s c e n d e d  o n  a very i n t e r m i t t e n t  c a r b i d e  l i g h t  a n d  d e a d  
e l e c t r i c s ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  streamway i n  c o m p l e t e  d a r k n e s s .  A b r i e f  
e p i s o d e  o f  t h e  TCC comedy show e n s u e d ;  T r e v  h a d  n o  c a r b i d e  w i r r  
h i m ,  b u t  was p o s i t i v e l y  swimming i n  w a t e r .  M e a n t i m e .  Lew, whc 
was t w o  p i t c h e s  b a c k ,  h a d  a l l  t h e  c a r b i d e  b u t  n o  w a t e r .  N i c k  ar: 
C h r i s  d a r t e d  a b o u t  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  by  moans 
a n d  g r o a n s  c o m i n g  f r o m  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  c a v e .  

N i c k  d e s c e n d e d  t h e  p i t c h  t o  p l a c a t e  T r e v  w i t h  a n  a c e t y l e n e  f i x ,  
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  stream a s  I n u n d a t i o n ,  j u s t  a b o v e  t h e  sump p o o l .  
T h e  l e a d  was a f a l s e  a l a r m ,  s i m p l y  r e t u r n i n g  t o  a known b i t  of 
c a v e .  We had  a b r i e f  l o o k  i n  " W h i t e  Room" on r e t u r n i n g  t c  t b e  
f i r s t  p i t c h .  An awkward  d r o p  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  W R  l e a d s  down t o  
s t r e a m w a y  a n d  t h o u g h  u n d e s c e n d e d ,  is c e r t a i n l y  a n o t h e r  way bacr:  
t o  t h e  " B l a c k  C u r t a i n s "  w a t e r f a l l .  The  f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r i s t i n e  a n d  d e l i c a t e .  T h e  l e s s  t r a f f i c  i t  r e c e l v e c  
t h e  b e t t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s a m e  c o u l d  b e  s a i d  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
c a v e .  
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Emerg ing  t o  a now s u n n y  d a y  was i n s p i r i n g  e n o u g h  t o  s t a r t  u s  on 
t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r l a n d  s u r v e y i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t i e  i n  t h e  c a v e s  
s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g  h y d r o l o g i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d .  T h i s  j o b  went  
b e g g i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x p e d i t i o n .  We f i r s t  l i n k e d  Cueva 
B l a n c a  b a c k  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  m a r k e r  (TCC 1960 ? )  o f  Damper C a v e .  
H e r e ,  C h r i s  l e f t  u s  f o r  a  b i t  o f  t o u r i s t i n g .  e s c a p i n g  what  s o o n  
becomes a m o s t  monotonous  t a s k .  

The r e m a i n i n g  two k e p t  on s u r v e y i n g  u p h i l l  o n  t h e  l o n g  h a u l  t o  
t h e  B a u h a u s  / N e w  O r d e r  e n t r a n c e s .  Nice v i e w s  o f  t h e  l a g o o n  
p r o v i d e d  some r e l i e f .  The s u r v e y  w a s  c l o s e d  a t  t h e  N e w  O r d e r  
d o l i n e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  t o o  s t u l t i f i e d  t o  e v e n  b o t h e r  p e e r i n g  down 
t h e  t h i n g .  We h e a d e d  i n t o  a g l o r i o u s  s u n s e t  e n  r o u t e  t o  camp, PB 
a l l  a g l o w  i n  y e l l o w .  The f i n e  w e a t h e r  would  r e m a i n  w i t h  u s  f o r  
t h e  w h o l e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  t h e r e .  

By midmorn ing  on S a t u r d a y  P h i l l  a n d  Lew h e a d e d  o f f  t o  h a v e  a l o o k  
i n  Q u e t z a l c o a t l  C o n d u i t .  P h i l l  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  h o r i z o n t a l  
c a v i n g ,  n o t  h a v i n g  b r o u g h t  a n y  SRT g e a r  o r  h e l m e t  on h i s  l o n g  
w a l k  i n .  

The r e s t  o f  u s  bombed on i n t o  t h e  B a u h a u s  d o l i n e .  N i c k  k e e n  t o  
i m p r e s s  T r e v  a n d  C h r i s  w i t h  t h e  t r e e s  s w a y i n g  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
g a l e  o f  t h e  c a v e .  The d r a u g h t  is  a p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  c h i m n e y i n g  
e f f e c t  w i t h  t h e  N e w  O r d e r  s h a f t .  T r e v  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i t  was 
a n  i m p r e s s i v e  f i n d  a f t e r  n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  g r e a s y  e n t r a n c e  s l o p e  i n  
t o  t h e  main  c h a m b e r .  

N i c k  a t t e m p t e d  some m u l t i f l a s h  p h o t o g r a p h y  o f  t h i s  huge p l a c e .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  h i s  f l a s h e s  d i e d  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  m a l t r e a t m e n t .  We 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  scale  t h e  s t e e p  s l o p e  a b o v e  s u r v e y  s t a t i o n  75 t o  
g a i n  a m a j o r  b o r e h o l e  p a s s a g e .  T h i s  became f e a t u r e l e s s  s e v e r a l  
m e t r e s  s h o r t  o f  t h e  l e a d  a n d  had t o  b e  g i v e n  u p  o n .  We r e t r e a t e d  
t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p i t c h  b y p a s s  o v e r  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  h o l e  i n  t h e  f l o o r ,  
c l i m b i n g  o v e r  a m a t  o f  d e a d  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  o n e  p l a c e ,  t h e  o r i g i n  
o f  w h i c h  d e f i e d  a n y  s o r t  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n .  We n e g o t i a t e d  t h e  muddy 

I Bauhaus  e n t r a n c e ,  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t .  
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down c l i m b  u s i n g  a  t w e n t y  metre h a n d l i n e .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a se r i e s  
of  breakdown chamber s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  which had a s u n l i t  f l o o r ,  
c a s t  f rom N e w  O r d e r  some 8 0  metres above .  

Myriad l e a d s  r a n  o f f  i n t o  some q u i t e  a n c i e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  C h r i s  
e x p l o r e d  a small s t r eamway  t r e n d i n g  120  t o  130  m a g n e t i c ,  w h i l e  
Nick p r o c r a s t i n a t e d  o v e r  t h e  c o r r e c t  way o n .  T r e v ,  i n  a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  P e t z l  comedy show, manage t o  d r o p  t h e  
s c r e w - i n  j e t  a s s e m b l y  of  h i s  c a r b i d e  l i g h t  ( c r u c i a l  t o  i ts 
o p e r a t i o n )  down a  g r a v e l  s l o p e .  W a i l i n g  " I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ,  I 
d o n ' t  f . . . . . g  b e l i e v e  it!" h e  f e l l  t o  h i s  k n e e s ,  s t a r i n g  
m y o p i c a l l y  a t  t h e  f l o o r .  Nick  found  i t  a  b i t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  
t o o ,  wonde r ing  how anyone  c o u l d  s o  v a n d a l i z e  t h e i r  o n l y  l i g h t  
s o u r c e .  Anyway, a f t e r  " s i e v i n g "  s e v e r a l  c u b i c  m e t r e s  o f  mud, t h e  
t h i n g  t u r n e d  up  i n  a  t i n y  c r e v i c e  some a s t o n i s h i n g  d i s t a n c e  away. 

We r e g r o u p e d  and found  t h e  way on t o  t h e  m a j o r  s t r eamway .  
Downstream, t h e  c a v e  is o f  i m p r e s s i v e  d i m e n s i o n s .  Ups t ream 
however ( n o t  l ooked  a t  p r e v i o u s l y )  t h e  l e a d  f a l t e r s  t o  a  c o u p l e  
o f  wet  g r o v e l s  b e f o r e  o p e n i n g  o u t  a g a i n ,  becoming r e a s o n a b l y  
p l e a s a n t  s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e .  Water a c t i o n  h a s  i n c i s e d  d e e p  and 
a n g u l a r  meanders  i n  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  l i m e s t o n e .  Upper l e v e l s  
p roved  t o  be  t h e  d r i e r  and u s u a l l y  e a s i e r  way o n .  

"Screaming  S t a l s "  j u s t  went  and went  i n c l u d i n g  numerous f e e d e r  
a v e n s  and oxbows t o  e x p l o r e .  Some possum s k e l e t o n s  were  found  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m e r .  The s t r e a m  s i z e  d i m i n i s h e d  g r a d u a l l y  
as we moved p a s t  f e e d e r  streams and w a t e r f a l l s .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  
c a v e  changed t o  more s l o p i n g  s t r eamway ,  f i n i s h i n g  i n  an i s s u e  of  
w a t e r  from amongst  breakdown ( l a r g e l y  c o b b l e s ) .  C h r i s  checked  a 
n a r r o w  p h r e a t i c  t u b e  a b o v e  t h e  b l o c k a g e  p r o n o u n c i n g  it d o u b t f u l ,  
b u t  no r e a l  p u s h  was made. A few m e t r e s  back  f rom t h i s  p o i n t  on 
t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  a  way was f o u n d  t h r o u g h  breakdown b l o c k s  t o  "Amyl 
Aven", some t e n  m e t r e s  i n  h e i g h t  and u n s c a l e a b l e .  From t h e r e ,  we 
began t h e  l o n g  s u r v e y  o u t .  

The t r i o  s e t  a b o u t  t h i s  t a s k  a t  s p e e d ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  i t  was 
g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  l a t e  i n  t h e  d a y .  So f a s t  were  w e  t h a t  s e v e r a l  
l e g s  were  t a k e n  up  a  b l i n d  s i d e  p a s s a g e ,  b e f o r e  we r e a l i z e d  t h e  
e r r o r .  Here w i t h  t h e  j o b  o n l y  h a l f  d o n e ,  we succumbed t o  
s l a c k n e s s  d e c i d i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  r a t h e r  t h a n  r i s k  
t h r a s h i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h e  s c r u b  a f t e r  d a r k .  A s  i t  was ,  w e  o n l y  
r e a c h e d  camp on d u s k .  On t h e  way o u t  o f  t h e  d o l i n e ,  Nick  checked  
an  e n t r a n c e  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l  t o  Bauhaus .  A c l o s e d  r i f t ,  i t  
g i v e s  way t o  a  s h o r t  p i t c h  i n t o  p r o b a b l y  i n f i l l e d  p a s s a g e .  No 
d r a u g h t  c o u l d  b e  d i s c e r n e d ,  s o  t h e  d r o p  was l e f t  u n d e s c e n d e d .  
Above and t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h i s  e n t r a n c e  t h e  r a m p a r t  o f  an 
i n o s c u l a t i n g  d o l i n e  w a s  n o t e d  ( l a t e r  found  t o  c o n t a i n  Xymox 
c a v e ) .  

H o r r o r  i n  camp. Dur ing  t h e  d a y  b l o w f l i e s  had s t r u c k  T r e v ' s  wool 
j umper .  T h i s  p rompted  a  r a r e  o c c u r r e n c e ,  T r e v  a c t u a l l y  had a  
wash i n  t h e  l a g o o n ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  b l o w i e s  would g e t  
him n e x t .  B lowf ly  b a s h i n g  s u d d e n l y  became v e r y  p o p u l a r !  T r e v ,  
e v e r  keen t o  s t a y  up  l a t e ,  c h a t t e d  t o  P h i l l  i n t o  t h e  s m a l l  h o u r s .  

A f t e r  a  l a t i s h  s t a r t ,  P h i l l  wandered o f f  t o  t o u r i s t  Damper Cave ,  
t h e r e b y  r e s t i n g  h i s  ears o r  c u r i n g  h i s  h a n g o v e r ,  w e  w e r e n ' t  s u r e  
which .  Fo r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o u r ,  i t  was back  up  t h e  h i l l  t o  
Bauhaus ,  by now becoming a most  monotonous c h o r e .  F o l l o w i n g  a  
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r e a d j u s t m e n t  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y ' s  e r r o r ,  i t  t o o k  u s  l e s s  t h a n  
two h o u r s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  s u r v e y  b a c k  t o  t h e  known s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  
s t reamway j u n c t i o n .  

Nick donned Lew's  l i g h t w e i g h t  w e t  s u i t  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of some 
p o k i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h e  downstream sump, t oward  which we a l l  h e a d e d .  
V a r i o u s  l e a d s  were  checked  on t h e  way, C h r i s  and Trev  f i n d i n g  a 
hundred  m e t r e s  o r  s o  up t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  d r y  p a s s a g e  on t h e  l e f t .  
Nick and Lew checked  an i n l e t  a v e n ,  a g a i n  on t h e  l e f t ,  t h a t  
s t e e p e n e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  above  s l o p e s  o f  moonmilk. 

The m a j o r  s t reamway i s , w i d e  and v e r y  e a s y  g o i n g ,  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  a " c o n s t r i c t i o n "  ( a b o u t  h a l f w a y  t o  t h e . s u m p )  where you a l m o s t  
have  t o  d u c k  y o u r  head .  The d r a u g h t  f a i r l y  howls  t h r o u g h  t h i s  
p o i n t .  However, immed ia t e ly  beyond i t  d i s p e r s e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t o  
a complex of  breakdown f i l l e d  r i f t s  a b o v e .  Lew c l imbed  i n t o  
t h e s e  s e e m i n g l y  c o n t i n u i n g  upward f o r  some twen ty  m e t r e s  w i t h o u t  
c o n c l u s i o n .  Meanwhile,  Nick became p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  a  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i l t h y  mud wal low i n  a s i d e  p a s s a g e  be low.  

We a l l  e v e n t u a l l y  teamed up a g a i n ,  moving downstream t o  where  
t h i n g s  became a  b i t  n a s t i e r .  Deep s w i r l p o o l s  became i n t e r s p e r s e d  
w i t h  wet  c r a w l s ,  Nick d i s a p p e a r i n g  i n t o  one  of t h e s e  up t o  t h e  
n e c k ,  a t  which  a  f a l t e r i n g  T r e v  e x c l a i m e d  " . . . T h i s  is as f a r  as I 
g o . . . ! .  Now a l o n e ,  Nick went on f o r  a n o t h e r  f i f t y  m e t r e s  t o  
where  t h e  p a s s a g e  t a k e s  an  a b r u p t  r i g h t  hand t u r n  i n t o  a  l a k e  
s e r i e s ,  " F l o a t i n g  A n x i e t y " .  T h i s  w a s  f e d  by a  s h o r t  w a t e r f a l l  
o v e r  smooth  r o c k  and was s u s p e c t e d  t o  l e a d  f a i r l y  d i r e c t l y  t o  a 
sump. 

He s l i d  i n t o  t h e  c o l d  w a t e r  and o n l y  had t o  s w i m  some few m e t r e s  
t o  c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e  V shaped  r o o f  d i d  i n d e e d  meet w a t e r .  
R e g a i n i n g  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  was somewhat d e s p e r a t e .  T h i s  sump is 
p r e s u m a b l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  u p s t r e a m  o n e  i n  Cueva B l a n c a ,  
t h o u g h  o n l y  S t u a r t  can  t e l l  u s  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  d i s t a n c e  between 
t h e  two ( a n d  hence  t h e  t h r o u g h  d i v e  p r o s p e c t s )  when he p r o c e s s e s  
a l l  t h e  d a t a .  Nick b o l t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c a v e  f o r  some warmth,  t h e  
o t h e r s  s t i l l  c h e c k i n g  e v e r y  nook and c r a n n y  f o r  b y p a s s e s .  

Back a t  camp i t  w a s  T r e v ' s  t u r n  t o  p l a y  " c h e f "  and a  f a m i l i a r  
theme f o l l o w e d :  "Have you s e e n  a n y . . . . . ? " ;  "Where d i d  you p u t  
t h e .  . .  . .  ? " .  T r e v  t r e a t e d  u s  t o  a g o u r m e t ' s  c a b a r e t ,  w i t h  p l e n t y  
of  movement, l i g h t  and a c o n t i n u o u s  stream of  o n e - l i n e r s .  He was 
i n  h i s  e l e m e n t .  P h i l l  l e f t  u s  f o r  t h e  " s a n i t y "  o f  H o b a r t ,  
w a l k i n g  o u t  v i a  t h e  S o u t h  C o a s t  t r a c k .  

On Monday T r e v  " f l e x e d  o f f " ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  c l e a n  up t h e  s u r v e y  
n o t e s  and r e p a i r  v a r i o u s  b i t s  o f  e x p i r e d  c a v i n g  g e a r ,  n o t a b l y  h i s  
c a r b i d e  l i g h t .  C h r i s  Lew and Nick  went  b a c k  up  t h e  h i l l  y e t  
a g a i n  t o  d o  some b u s h b a s h i n g  i n t o  p a r t s  h i t h e r t o  unknown. 

We t r u d g e d  w e l l  above  t h e  c o n t a c t  t o  a p r o m i n e n t  h i l l o c k  o f f  t o  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  t r a c k .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  f o r m s  t h e  uppermos t  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  r i d g e ,  d i v i d i n g  New O r d e r  g u l l y  f rom a p a r a l l e l  and 
s imilar  one  (Xymox g u l l y ) .  We v i r t u a l l y  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  l a t t e r  
f o l l o w i n g  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  c o u r s e  o f  120 d e g r e e s  m a g n e t i c ,  
d e s c e n d i n g  back  i n t o  k a r s t .  The g u l l y  f l o o r  abounded w i t h  
b l o c k e d  d o l i n e s ,  which we f o l l o w e d  o n l y  b r i e f l y  b e f o r e  r e suming  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  b e a r i n g .  
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Ascending  a n o t h e r  r i d g e  r e v e a l e d  a less d e t a i l e d  g u l l y  beyond and 
l e d  t o  b r o a d e r  s l o p e s  w i t h  o n l y  minor  h o l e s .  The p l a n  had been  
t o  c o n t i n u e  s o u t h  e a s t ,  b u t  t h e  l a c k  of  g o i n g  c a v e  e n f o r c e d  a  
change  of  mind. C h r i s  s u g g e s t e d  c r i s s - c r o s s i n g  ( ! )  t h e  e a r l i e r  
g u l l i e s ,  back  t o  t h e  west ( i e  lower  down) .  More minor  h o l e s  were 
f o u n d ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  t h a t  l ooked  p r o m i s i n g  u n t i l  we had r e t u r n e d  t o  
w i t h i n  a  few hundred m e t r e s  o f  Bauhaus .  C h r i s  chanced  upon a 
s h e e r  s i d e d  g u l l y / d o l i n e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  b l o c k e d .  However, 
i m m e d i a t e l y  beyond t h i s  was a  l a r g e  d o l i n e  h a r d  up  a g a i n s t  t h e  
w a l l s  o f  Bauhaus ,  t h e  same f e a t u r e  t h a t  had been  e s p i e d  two d a y s  
p r e v i o u s l y .  

The d e s c e n t  i n t o  t h i s  was i n t e r e s t i n g ,  dodgy v i n e s  o v e r  l o o s e  
r o c k  and v e r t i c a l  mud, l a n d i n g  u s  b e s i d e  a  m u l t i - e n t r a n c e  c a v e ,  
Xymox. The l a r g e r  e n t r a n c e  exuded c o n s i d e r a b l e  d r a u g h t  and 
d ropped  some 10 metres t o  a  r u b b l e  s l o p e  be low.  Nick r i g g e d  t h i s  
w i t h  9mm r o p e ,  a  r e b e l a y  p u l l i n g  i t  away f rom a  d e c i d e d l y  
t e n t a t i v e  b l o c k  on t h e  l i p .  

The a b s e i l  was a b i t  f a s t  ( u s i n g  o n l y  a  p i t o n  b r a k e  d e s c e n d e r )  
i n t o  huge b o r e h o l e  p a s s a g e .  Dry ,  o x i d i s e d  d e c o r a t i o n  a t t e s t e d  t o  
t h e  e x t r e m e  a g e  of  t h e  p l a c e .  I t s  s i z e  r e sembled  t h a t  o f  t h e  
u p p e r  l e v e l s  of Bauhaus ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a  l i k e l y  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  
between t h e  two c a v e s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d r a u g h t  d i s c l o s e d  what  was 
more a  l i n k e d  s e r i e s  o f  chamber s ,  t h a n  c o n t i n u o u s  b o r e h o l e ,  w i t h  
a v e n s  s t r e t c h i n g  up  t o  t h i r t y  metres h i g h  i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  

A s i d e  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  l e f t  d i v e r t e d  t h e  b r e e z e .  Below t h e  f l o o r  
of t h i s  a  m i d - l e v e l  r i f t  s e r i e s  o f f e r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  ways o n .  
S i m i l a r  t o  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l  meanders  i n  Sc reaming  S t a l s ,  i t  
p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a  f o s s i l  f e e d e r  t o  t h e  main s t r eamway .  

Nick was u s i n g  C h r i s '  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  i n s t e a d  of c a r b i d e ,  t h e  
w a t e r  s u p p l y  h a v i n g  been  consumed e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d a y .  Mid- 
s t r i d e  o v e r  some r i f t ,  t h e  b u l b  happened t o  blow,  c o n f i r m i n g  
Murphy ' s  Law. F o r t u n a t e l y  C h r i s  had i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he c a r r y  a  
t o r c h  a s  back-up.  D u r i n g  t h e  momentary s p e l l  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  a  
f a i n t  glow was n o t i c e d  coming f rom a  l e a d  above .  T h i s  was 
c l imbed  i n t o  a  b a l c o n y  o v e r l o o k i n g  Bauhaus t h e  f l o o r  o f  which  was 
some t e n  m e t r e s  be low.  The c o n n e c t i o n  had been  made. 

R a t h e r  t h a n  p u r s u e  t h e  v a r i o u s  l e a d s  r u n n i n g  o f f  t h i s  a r e a  w i t h  a  
t o r c h  of  unknown q u a l i t y ,  Nick  r e t r e a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o n n e c t o r  
p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  ma jo r  c o n t i n u a t i o n .  A t  t h e  j u n c t u r e  is  a huge 
chamber ,  " O r m i s  Aven",  p e r h a p s  t h e  most vo luminous  p i e c e  of  c a v e  
i n  Xymox. I t  is c o a t e d  i n  moonmilk s u f f u s e d  w i t h  b l a c k  s t r i p e s  
f rom c a r b o n a c e o u s  m a t e r i a l  e n t e r i n g  f rom some t w e n t y  m e t r e s  
a b o v e .  Below t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  main p a s s a g e  i t  d r o p s  t e n  m e t r e s  
t o  a  s t e p  ( " T r u b b l e s  P i t c h " )  w i t h  a  f u r t h e r  d r o p  e v i d e n t  beyond .  
These  w e r e n ' t  d e s c e n d e d .  

Nick pushed  on o v e r  some yo -yo ing  c o l l a p s e  s l o p e s  t o  be  f i n a l l y  
h a l t e d  by a  f l o w s t o n e  b l o c k a g e  of t h e  major  p a s s a g e  ( " E v e s  
V o l c a n o " ) .  R e t u r n i n g  back  p a s t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h ,  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
end of  t h e  b o r e h o l e  w a s  f ound  t o  be  s h o r t - l i v e d  ( " V e l v e t  
Unde rg round" ) .  S topped  t h i s  t i m e  by a  d r o p  of s e v e r a l  m e t r e s  t h e  
b a s e  of  which a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  c l o s e d .  The p a s s a g e  c o n t i n u e d  v i a  a  
r i f t  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  o b s t a c l e ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  be  g a i n e d .  
A f t e r  p r u s i k i n g  o u t ,  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  was marked on b l u e  t a p e  t i e d  
t o  a  s u r f a c e  s t a l .  
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Meanwhile C h r i s  and Lew had been  b a t t l i n g  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  
t e r r a i n  i n  s e a r c h  of  more c a v e .  N o t h i n g  was found  on t h e  s l o p e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Xymox, however a  l a r g e  s h a f t ,  
"Orpheus"  (TCC 1988 $2) a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  d o l i n e  e a s t .  
F u r t h e r  up  t h e  g u l l y  was a  mino r  r i f t  e n t r a n c e  ($3 )  between 
Orpheus  and a  t h i r d  d o l i n e .  T h a t  c o n t a i n e d  a  s l o t  i n  t h e  w a l l  
e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a  howl ing  d r a u g h t ,  "N ick  Cave ( E 4 ) .  
c h r i s  a l s o  found  two a d j a c e n t  s h a f t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  
Xymox d o l i n e ,  l o s i n g  h i s  wa tch  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  hence  " P s e i k o  
K i l l e r "  ! 

The c rew s k i r t e d  t h e  s h e e r  d r o p s  o f  Bauhaus r e t r e a t i n g  t o  s a f e r  
h a v e n s  below Damper Cave .  Here  w e  met T r e v  c l e a r i n g  t h e  t r a c k  
f rom t h e  c a m p s i t e .  H e  g r e e t e d  u s  by l e a p i n g  f rom t h e  
u n d e r g r o w t h ,  b r a n d i s h i n g  h i s  h a t c h e t  and s c r e a m i n g  i n  Gaelic .  A 
more t e r r i f y i n g  s p e c t a c l e  would b e  h a r d  t o  imag ine .  

Tuesday  and back  u p  t h e  h i l l ,  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  T r e v  i n  tow,  t o  
e x p l o r e  t h e  undescended  s h a f t s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y  and t o  s u r v e y  
i n  Xymox. We r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  h i l l o c k  on t h e  r i d g e  d i v i d e ,  
r e t r a c i n g  o u r  s t e p s  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  g u l l y  t h e n  f o l l o w i n g  
t h i s  down t o  t h e  Xymox area. N o t h i n g  e l s e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  w a s  
f ound  . 
Orpheus  w a s  r i g g e d  f rom a  m a n f e r n ,  r e b e l a y e d  a t  a  b o l l a r d  on t h e  
s h a f t  e d g e .  A r o p e  pack  t i e d  t o  t h e  r i g g i n g  k r a b  a l l o w e d  t h i s  25 
metre p i t c h  t o  hang f r e e .  C h r i s  and  Lew descended  p a s t  a n a r r o w  
l e d g e  t o  a l a r g e  s c r e e  s l o p e  be low.  From h e r e  t h e  c a v e  d i v i d e d ,  
o n e  p a s s a g e  c l o s i n g  down t o  u n n a v i g a b l e  r i f t .  The o t h e r  l e a d  w a s  
pushed  t o  a b o u t  -50 metres i n  g r a d u a l l y  n a r r o w i n g  r i f t  and 
c o n t a i n e d  a b u n d a n t  s n a i l  s h e l l s  and  n o n d e s c r i p t  b o n e s ,  t h e  l a r g e  
e n t r a n c e  h o l e  b e i n g  an i d e a l  c o l l e c t o r .  The l o w e s t  p o i n t  r e a c h e d  
was i n  i n f i l l e d  r i f t  w i t h  many t i n y  t u n n e l s  c o n t i n u i n g  f u r t h e r  
down. A s l i g h t  d r a u g h t  w a s  s t i l l  p r e s e n t .  

T r e v  and  Nick checked  h o l e  E3 o n l y  some f i f t y  m e t r e s  o r  s o  away. 
T h i s  t o o k  t h e  form of  a w a l l  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  s e r p e n t i n e  p a s s a g e .  A 
h a n d s  and k n e e s  c r a w l  d r o p p e d  i n t o  t i g h t i s h  r i f t  and a s h o r t  
f o r a y  by T r e v  r e a l i z e d  o u r  f o n d e s t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  - it d i d n ' t  g o .  
Ne moved on t o  Nick Cave which  w i t h  i ts  howl ing  e n t r a n c e  d r a u g h t  
a p p e a r e d  a much more p r o m i s i n g  p r o s p e c t .  

T r e v  s q u i r m e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  w a l l  t o  emerge i n  
r e a s o n a b l e  s i z e d  p a s s a g e .  T h i s  t e r m i n a t e d  v e r y  soon  a f t e r  a t  a 
4 0  metre p i t c h .  Nick  r i g g e d  t h i s  f rom a  wedged b l o c k  i n  t h e  
f l o o r ,  r e b e l a y e d  t o  a  b o l l a r d  p r o t r u d i n g  f rom t h e  l e f t  w a l l .  
T h i s  j u s t  managed t o  p r o d u c e  a t o t a l  f r e e  hang .  Descend ing  some 
t w e n t y  metres o r  s o  a g a i n s t ' t h e  r i g h t  hand w a l l  h e  swung o v e r  t o  
a l e d g e  when t h e  aven  began t o  " b e l l  o u t " .  D e t e r m i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  
r o p e  b e i n g  u s e d  w a s n ' t  l o n g  enough  t o  r e a c h  t h e  d e c k ,  a s e c o n d  
was t i e d  o n .  The a b s e i l  c o n t i n u e d  i n  b l a c k n e s s ,  t h e  c a r b i d e  
l i g h t  n o t  making much of  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  on t h e  d i s t a n t  b l a c k  
wal ls .  The b a s e  o f  t h e  p i t c h  w a s  i n  chamber ,  s e v e r a l  metres wide  
and a b o u t  t e n  m e t r e s  l o n g ,  d u e  t o  a s e c o n d a r y  a v e n .  

A r i f t  i n t e r s e c t i n g  t h e  l ower  w a l l  of t h i s  was t h e  o n l y  way o n .  
I t  w a s  some 30  t o  4 0  c m  wide  and a p p e a r e d  b o t t o m l e s s .  Nick  
l a c k e d  e x t r a  r o p e  t o  e x p l o r e  f u r t h e r ,  however t h e  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  
o f  d r a u g h t  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  much c h a n c e  o f  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n .  A 
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t h i c k  c o a t i n g  of  moonmilk would have  made a mess of  him and  i t ,  
had he t r i e d .  T o t a l  e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  is a b o u t  -60 m e t r e s .  

The howl ing  gale a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  a n y  fo rm 
lower  down t h e  c a v e .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  p roved  t o  b e  t h e  
chimney e f f e c t  c r e a t e d  by a c o n c e a l e d  s h a f t  a d j o i n i n g  Nick  Cave 
b u t  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  d o l i n e  w a l l .  C h r i s  a l m o s t  
s t u m b l e d  i n t o  t h i s  i n  h i s  w a n d e r i n g s .  

Everyone  r e g r o u p e d  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  d e r i g g i n g  t h e  p i t c h  f rom 
t h e r e .  We t h e n  headed b a c k  down t h e  g u l l y  t o  Xymox. Once i n  t h e  
c a v e ,  w e  made o u r  way t o  t h e  b a l c o n y  o v e r l o o k i n g  Bauhaus .  C h r i s  
and L e w  meandered t h r o u g h  t h e  mid l e v e l  r i f t  t o  t h e  p o o l  r o c k  
u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  N e w  O r d e r  s h a f t .  J u s t  t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t ,  T r e v  and  
Nick  s t r o l l e d  i n t o  Bauhaus a l o n g  a f a i r  s i z e d  p a s s a g e ,  e m e r g i n g  
above  s u r v e y  s t a t i o n  $ 7 5 .  S t r a n g e l y ,  t h i s  l e a d  had n o t  b e e n  
n o t i c e d  on t h e  1986 t r i p .  

S u r v e y i n g  back  i n t o  Xymox f r o m  h e r e  was v e r y  e a s y ,  most  legs 
b e i n g  t e n  t o  t w e n t y  m e t r e s  o r  more .  Nick  h i n d e r e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  
w i t h  some p h o t o g r a p h y  and l e a d  c h e c k i n g .  One c l i m b  on t h e  r i g h t  
j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  b a l c o n y  l e d  o v e r  some l a c e r a t i n g  g round  t o  a n  
i n l e t  a v e n .  From O r m i s  Aven, s e v e r a l  r a d i a l  s h o t s  were  t a k e n  
a l o n g  t h e  main chamber t o  i ts  t e r m i n u s  a t  Eves  Volcano .  Back 
t o w a r d s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h ,  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  aven  was found  above  
breakdown b l o c k s  on t h e  l e f t .  A r a d i a n  was a l s o  r u n  i n t o  V e l v e t  
Underground ,  b e f o r e  w e  p r u s i k e d  o u t .  

P s e i k o  K i l l e r s ,  t h e  t w i n  e n t r a n c e s  n e a r b y ,  d r a u g h t  q u i t e  
s t r o n g l y .  They w e r e n ' t  d e s c e n d e d  b u t  mos t  l i k e l y  c o n n e c t  t o  
Xymox v i a  t h e  u n e n t e r e d  r i f t  a t  t h e  f a r  end of  V e l v e t  
Underground .  They may b e  a c c e s s w a y s  t o  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  
u p p e r  l e v e l  b o r e h o l e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  is a f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  Bauhaus / 
Xymox s e r i e s .  However N ick  Cave s h o u l d  b e  a n o t h e r  a c c e s s w a y ,  i f  
s u c h  a  r o u t e  was p r a c t i c a l .  

Wednesday w a s  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  w i t h  none of  u s  v e r y  
keen  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  s l o p e s  a g a i n .  I n s t e a d ,  we d e c i d e d  t o  t r o g  t h e  
p l a i n / s l o p e  j u n c t u r e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Damper Cave.  Some hundred  
m e t r e s  o r  s o  p a s t  t h i s  c a v e ,  t h e  r i d g e  l i n e  t a k e s  a s h a r p  t u r n  
e a s t e r l y .  A s m a l l  stream w a s  f o l l o w e d  coming f rom a  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  d i r e c t i o n .  The w a t e r s  pe r fo rmed  a  d i s a p p e a r i n g  a c t  
i n t o  u n e n t e r a b l e  s u b - s u r f a c e  r i f t  on o c c a s i o n s .  The c r e e k  
d i s p e r s e d  i n t o  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  f o s s i l  stream g u l l i e s ,  a  number o f  
wh ich  we f o l l o w e d  t o  b l o c k e d  d o l i n e s  a t  t h e  b a s e  of  t h e  new r i d g e  
l i n e .  

We t r a c e d  a c i r c u i t  a round  t h i s  l i n e  u n t i l  c h a n c i n g  upon t h e  o l d  
y e l l o w  t a p e s  b e l o n g i n g  to"PB2 .  A s h o r t  c l i m b  o v e r  t h e  r i d g e  
above  t h i s  o u t f l o w  e n t r a n c e  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e  same stream 
e n t e r i n g  PB2a. F i f t y  metres u p s t r e a m ,  Q u e t z a l c o a t l  C o n d u i t  w a s  
d r a u g h t i n g  s t r o n g l y  due  t o  t h e  warmth o f  t h e  d a y .  Our o r i g i n a l  
i d e a  of  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  " L o w l i f e "  e x t e n s i o n  h e r e  became drowned i n  
waves  of a p a t h y .  Working t o t a l l y  immersed w i t h o u t  much a i r s p a c e  
f o r  s e v e r a l  hundred metres somehow s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  a p p e a l .  
I n s t e a d  we o p t e d  f o r  t h e  less e x c i t i n g  t a s k  of  s u r f a c e  s u r v e y i n g  
t o  Damper Cave.  T h i s  b r o u g h t  t o  a n  end a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  d a y .  

Nick  Hume 
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I Vegetat ion above t h e  
d o l i n e s  r e l a t i v e l y  
open!, and i n  t h e  
d o l i n e s  h o r r i f i c l y  

I dense ,  i t  seems eve ry  
type  of f e r n  known t o  
humankind i s  packed 
i n t o  t h e s e  t i n y  i s o l a t e d  
pocke ts .  




