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EDITORIAL 

S t u e y  N i c h o l a s '  s u b t l e  h i n t s  o f  b e i n g  s e v e r a l  months  b e h i n d  w i t h  SPIEL 
p r o d u c t i o n  have  rubbed  o f f  a t  l a s t .  A s e c o n d  word p r o c e s s o r  h a s  e n t e r e d  
t h e  SPIEL-making a r e n a ,  d r i v e n  by y o u r s  t r u l y  ( s t r a n g e l y  t h i s  machine 
was p u r c h a s e d  t h r o u g h  a f r i e n d  of  h i s  ) .  S t u a r t  is s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
c o n t i n u i n g  a s  e d i t o r  . . . . .  b u t  a t  t h e  same time h e  i s n ' t  . . . .  ! I f  none  of  
t h i s  makes t h e  s l i g h t e s t  s c r a p  of  s e n s e ,  what  it a l l  means is t h a t  w e  
have  two e d i t o r s  o p e r a t i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of  o n e  a n o t h e r .  We i n t e n d  t o  
s h a r e  t h e  bu rden  of  p r o d u c i n g  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ;  which  w i l l  b e  v a l u a b l e  
s h o u l d  one  of  u s  have  e x c e s s i v e  work/academic commitments a t  c e r t a i n  
t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  

S t u a r t  d e s e r v e s  h e a p s  of  p r a i s e  f o r  s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y  p u t t i n g  o u t  many, 
many SPIEL'S o v e r  many, many y e a r s  ( b e g i n n i n g  f rom t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s  as 
f a r  a s  I am aware  ) .  He h a s  a c t e d  a s  m a i n s t a y  f o r  t h e  c l u b ,  i n  s e v e r a l  
c a p a c i t i e s  ( t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s e r ,  s e a r c h  and r e s c u e ,  ASF d e l e g a t e ,  q u a r t e r  
master, past  p r e s i d e n t ,  h o s t  t o  s u n d r y  i t i n e r a n t  c a v e r s  . . . . . . . .  t h e  l ist 
is e n d l e s s !  ) and d u r i n g  some p r e t t y  l e a n  t i m e s  t o o .  A j o b  w e l l  d o n e  
l a d .  The new" you b e a u t  " up t o  d a t e  SMAPS 4  s o f t w a r e  h e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
a c q u i r e d  w i l l  e n s u r e  p l e n t y  of  v i s i t s  f rom members w i t h  s u r v e y  d a t a  t o  
a n a l y z e ,  and a l o n g  w i t h  s h i f t s  on t h e  SPIEL, we w i l l  b e  r e l y i n g  on him 
t o  g i v e  p l e n t y  of i n p u t  t o  t h e  c l u b  f o r  some t i m e  y e t .  

While  w e ' r e  i n t o  a  b i t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k p a t t i n g ;  t h e  c l u b  h a s  been  
p u t t i n g  o u t  a  n e w s l e t t e r  e v e r  s i n c e  i t ' s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  Only  
i n  1966 w a s  t h e  t i t l e  SPELEO SPIEL ( c o i n e d  b y  t h a t  o t h e r  m a t u r e  aged  
s t u d e n t ;  J o h n  Ch ick  - BSc p e n d i n g  ) and t h e  c u r r e n t  number ser ies  
i n i t i a t e d .  They have  been  coming o u t  a t  a rate  o f  e l e v e n  per y e a r  e v e r  
s i n c e .  With t h i s  new c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t ,  h o p e f u l l y  SPIEL'S w i l l  become 
more t i m e l y .  Gads . . . . . .  w i t h  t h e  new word p r o c e s s o r  t h e y  migh t  even  
come o u t  s i x  months  i n  advance ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i x  months  b e h i n d .  Even t h e  
l e g e n d a r y  E x p l o r a t i o n s  J o u r n a l  becomes a  p o s s i b i l i t y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i ts  
f r i g h t e n i n g  r e a l l y !  

L e i g h  Doug la s  and Nick  Hume 

ERRATA; Due t o  a c e r t a i n  c u l p r i t  ( h e ' s  f rom B r a d f o r d !  ), O c t o b e r  and 
Novembers SPIELS were  i n c o r r e c t l y  n o t a t e d  S241  and g242 ( r e s p e c t i v e l y )  
on t h e i r  p r i n t e d  p a g e s .  They s h o u l d  have  been  marked #242  and S243  
i n s t e a d ;  which is c o r r e c t l y  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  i s s u e  stamp a p p e a r i n g  on 
t h e  f r o n t  c o v e r s ,  a t  l e a s t .  
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Good t o  s e e  some i n t e r - c l u b  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o c c u r r i n g  l a t e l y .  F r a n k  and 
Lyndsey S a l t ,  Rod W a l t e r s  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f rom t h e  SRCC 
( Savage  R i v e r  Cav ing  C lub  ), r e c e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n  Old D i t c h  
Road t o  V a l l e y  E n t r a n c e  Through T r i p ,  o r c h e s t r a t e d  by none  o t h e r  t h a n  
o u r  own r e d o u b t a b l e  T r e v o r  W a i l e s .  J o i n t  t r i p s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  make c a v i n g  
a  l o t  more s o c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and a  r e c i p r o c a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  whereby w e  
p l u n d e r  t h e  c a v e s  i n  t h e  Mount C r i p p s  area ( j u s t  j o k i n g  ! ) is on t h e  
c a r d s  f o r  t h i s  summer. 

Even members o f  S .C.S .  ( S o u t h e r n  Cav ing  S o c i e t y )  have  begun t a k i n g  a 
l i k i n g  t o  u s ,  making a  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  a n n u a l  
P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  R e g a t t a  ( a c t u a l l y  a  comprehens ive  c a v i n g  e x p e d i t i o n )  
h e l d  o v e r  t h i s  p a s t  C h r i s t m a s .  Members o f  V.S.A. ( V i c t o r i a n  S p e l e o l o g y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  ) were  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  S . C . S .  and T.C.C a r e  a l s o  g e t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  on s u r v e y s / h y d r o l o g i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  c a v e s  i n  t h e  J u n e e  
Q u a r r y  Road a r e a  ( J F  147,  J F  341 ,  R i f t  Cave and Washout Cave d r a i n a g e ) .  
T h i s  mu tua l  s o r t  o f  t r e n d  can  o n l y  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  i n  a  s t a t e  l a c k i n g  
g r e a t  numbers  o f  c a v e r s ,  s o  l e t s  hope t h e r e  is a l o t  more f o r t h c o m i n g .  

The above  " t o g e t h e r n e s s  " p r o b a b l y  owes a l o t  t o  t h e  emergence  of  t h e  
Tasmanian S p e l e o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  a  new i n s t i t u t i o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  member c a v i n g  c l u b s  and c a v e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s t a t e .  
A r t h u r  C l a r k e  is t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  b e h i n d  t h i s  body ,  T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  
C h r i s  D a v i e s ,  J e f f  B u t t  and Nick Hume b e i n g  among t h e  o t h e r  
p r o t a g o n i s t s .  A p r e s i d e n t  and commi t t ee  have  been  a p p o i n t e d  and a 
d r a u g h t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r m u l a t e d ;  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s  o c c u r r i n g  f o r t n i g h t l y .  

I n i t i a l  a i m s  w i l l  b e  t o  l i a i s e  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  o v e r  
a c c e s s  t o  r e s t r i c t e d  c a v e s ,  and some f u t u r e  i n p u t  t o  c a v e  management 
p o l i c y  is  a l s o  e n v i s a g e d .  T . S . F .  p r o m i s e s  t o  b e  a  w o r t h w h i l e  agency  
f o r  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  m u s c l e  f l e x i n g .  A s s i s t i n g  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o w a r d s  t h i s  end a r e  welcomed f rom i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s ;  
e n q u i r i e s  c a n  b e  made t o  Nick Hume ( 002 ) 251934,  o r  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  
men t ioned  p r e v i o u s l y .  More of  T . S . F . ' s  b i o g r a p h y  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  
l a t e r  i s s u e s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  

Nomadic c a v e r ;  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  Sydney / P e r t h  
museum-sponsored e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  k a r s t  o f  Cape Range 
( N o r t h  West Cape ,  Wes te rn  A u s t r a l i a  ) d u r i n g  O c t o b e r  of l a s t  y e a r .  
The ma jo r  f i n d  w a s  i n  " Wandere r ' s  D e l i g h t  " an  80  metre s h a f t  now 
g i v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  o v e r  f o u r  k i l o m e t r e s  o f  c r a w l y  s t reamway.  
Wicke t -keepe r s  kneepads  p roved  p o p u l a r  among t h e  crew, g i v i n g  some 
i d e a  o f  t h e  s h a l l o w n e s s  of  h o r i z o n t a l  p a s s a g e .  Many similar s h a f t -  
s y s t e m s  were  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  E n t r a n c e s  b e i n g  t u r n e d  up  by  t h e  
s i m p l e  e x p e d i e n c y  of  d r i v i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r i d  l a n d s c a p e  u n t i l  
a l m o s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g  down a  d i r t y  g r e a t  h o l e !  The a r e a  p r o m i s e s  t o  
y i e l d  many more d i s c o v e r i e s ,  r e m o t e n e s s  b e i n g  one  of  s e v e r a l  o f  i t s  
u n i q u e  c h a l l e n g e s .  

A f t e r  a s o j o u r n  t o  P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  o v e r  C h r i s t m a s ,  S t e f  is  o f f  once  
a g a i n ;  t h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  c a v i n g  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  C h i l l a g o e .  He w i l l  b e  
compar ing  bugs  w i t h  some o f  t h e  w o r l d s  f o r e m o s t  e x p e r t s  on c a v e  f a u n a .  
A t  t h i s  r a t e ,  a  d e g r e e  w i t h  h o n o u r s  i n  S c i e n c e  w i l l  soon  be  a  
p r e r e q u i s i t e  j u s t  t o  g o  c a v i n g !  Anyway, h a l f  y o u r  l u c k  l a d .  

J A N  - FEB 1989  
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S p e a k i n g  o f  edyukashon;  a  v e r y  a b e r r a n t  t r e n d  h a s  become a p p a r e n t  among 
t h e  c a v i n g  r a n k s ,  j u s t  l a t e l y .  F o r  i n e x p l i c a b l e  r e a s o n s ,  S t u a r t  
N i c h o l a s  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  s e r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  u n d e r t a k i n g  f u l l  t i m e  
s t u d i e s  f o r  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  E l e c t r o n i c s  ( ? )  c o u r s e  ( rumour h a s  it t h a t  
h e ' s  o r d e r e d  i n  some wine t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  change  i n  l i f e s t y l e !  ) .  P h i 1  
J a c k s o n  is b e g i n n i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  and ( g o l l y  g o s h ,  I s a y  . . .  ) 
even  Mike Edwards h a s  made a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  F i n e  A r t s .  

I f  t h i s  k e e p s  u p ,  w e ' l l  a l l  become ma tu re -age  s t u d e n t s  m o r a l i s i n g  
o v e r  o u r  v a r i o u s  s t a t e s  o f  m i d - l i f e  c r i ses .  Is t h e i r  no  c u r e ?  Who 
w i l l  b e  n e x t ?  Maybe s p e l e o - s p o r t s  w i l l  r a t e  i n c l u s i o n  among t h e  i n t e r -  
v a r s i t y  c o m p e t i t i o n s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e !  ******* 
A t  l o n g  l a s t ,  s o m e t h i n g  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  j o u r n a l s ,  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  k a r s t  o f  t h e  M u l l e r  Range 
o f  Papua-New Gu inea ,  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  mid 1982 ( t h e  t r i p  i n c l u d e d  
s e v e r a l  members f rom T . C . C .  - s e e  SPELEO SPIEL #l79 and #l80 ) .  
Coverage  of  t h i s  b i g - b u d g e t  e x t r a v a g a n z a  w a s  a c c o r d e d  i n  a two p a r t  
a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c a v i n g  magaz ine  DESCENT ( i s s u e s  number 78  
and 80 ) r e c e n t l y .  Authored  by J u l i a  James, A 1  W a r i l d ,  Tony Whi te  
and o u r  v e r y  own S t e v e  Bunton ,  t h e  s t o r y l i n e  is i n t e r e s t i n g ,  f o r  
t h o s e  who were  t h e r e  a t  l e a s t .  

D i s c o v e r i e s  l a r g e l y  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  c a v e ;  Kananda Pugwa, which 
u l t i m a t e l y  y i e l d e d  528 m e t r e s  o f  d e p t h  ( t h e n  t h e  s e c o n d  d e e p e s t  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  hemisphe re  ) and more s i g n i f i c a n t l y  55 k i l o m e t r e s  i n  l e n g t h  
( s t i l l  t h e  l o n g e s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  e q u a t o r  . H e l i c o p t e r  Acces s  w a s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  overcome t h e  l o g i s t i c s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  i n  s u c h  h o r r i f i c  
j u n g l e  and s o  f a r  f rom a n y  r o a d h e a d .  I n c l u d i n g  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  large 
numbers  o f  c a v e r s  and g e a r  t h a t  was i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  l e a d e r s  
d i d  a _  p r e t t y  n i f t y  j o b  of  o r g a n i z i n g .  Though among a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h a t  w a s n ' t  a lways  o b v i o u s  t o  t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d .  

Anyway, i t  would b e  n i c e  t o  s e e  a more comprehens ive  c o m p i l a t i o n  of  
s u r v e y s ,  e t c  a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e ,  and i n d e e d  t h e r e  is rumour o f  a  f o r t h  
coming book / j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  f rom t h e  same a u t h o r s  a s  
a b o v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  an  Engl ishman c a l l e d  ~ e c k  is p u b l i s h i n g  an 
e x p e d i t i o n s  o v e r v i e w  f o r  PNG; a  l o c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  which w i l l  
a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t  SPIEL. ******* 
Yet a n o t h e r  immigran t  c a v e r  h a s  t u r n e d  up  i n  o u r  m i d s t s .  E n g l i s h - p e r s o n  
Matthew Tuck g o t  t o  s a v o u r  t h e  d e l i g h t s  o f  an  e n t r a n c e  s t reamway t r i p  
i n  Khazad Dum l a s t  o c t o b e r ,  w i t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  ( s e e  t r i p  
r e p o r t  t h i s  i s s u e  ) .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  h i c c u p ,  Matthew is a c t u a l l y  a  
r e a s o n a b l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  t r o g ,  h a v i n g  been  t o  t h e  bo t tom of  t h e  G o u f f r e  
B e r g e r  ( F r a n c e s  s econd  d e e p e s t  ) ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  any  of  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  
have  managed. Along w i t h  e x p a t r i a t e  T . C . C .  member; Nick  Hawkes, he 
is s h o o t i n g  t h r o u g h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Bulmer Cavern  E x p e d i t i o n  
( New Zea l and  ) t h i s  summer, l u c k y  s o d .  

***X*** 

S e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  T .C.C.  were  c o n s p i c u o u s  by t h e i r  presence a t  
t h e  S o u t h e r n  Cav ing  S o c i e t y  a n n u a l  d i n n e r ,  h e l d  a t  t h e  S h i p w r i g h t ' s  
A r m s  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r .  No g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  were  a l l o w e d  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n !  
Lemonade consumpt ion  was a g a i n  r i f e  and a  d i s t i n c t l y  q u o t a b l e  
q u o t a t i o n  was o v e r h e a r d  e m a n a t i n g  f rom t h e  J o r d a n  t a b l e ;  " . . . .  d o  you 
v i s i t  t h i s  p l a n e t  o f t e n  Greg  . . . . . .  ? ? ? ? ? ' l  

J A N  - FEB 1989 
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ST CAVES - C E W  1988 

T h e  l a s t  list o f  T a s m a n i a n  c a v e s  d e e p e r  t h a n  l 0 0  metres was p u b l i s h e d  
t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  i n  SPELEO SPIEL R213. S i n c e  t h a t  t ime v a r i o u s  new d e e p  
c a v e s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o r e d  a n d  o l d  o n e s  e x t e n d e d .  The  new d e e p e s t  l is t  
d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  o n e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ways ;  

(1) Anne-A-Kananda ( o r  "Annakananda"  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n o m e n c l a t u r e  
b o a r d  ) h a s  b e e n  d i s p l a c e d  as  A u s t r a l i a ' s  d e e p e s t  known c a v e .  The Ice  
Tube-Growl ing  S w a l l e t  S y s t e m  now o c c u p i e s  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  l i s t  a g a i n  
w i t h  a d e p t h  of  375 m e t r e s ,  f o l l o w i n g  N i c k  Humes s u r v e y / d i v e  i n  
" C o e l e c a n t h "  ( SPELEO SPIEL R235 ) .  
( 2 )  A d i v e  i n  t h e  sump o f  Khazad-Dum b y  P h i l l  H i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  r e a c h e d  a 
water d e p t h  of  10 metres, t a k i n g  t h i s  c a v e  t o  333 metres i n  t o t a l  
( SPELEO SPIEL #228. 
( 3 )  S e r e n d i p i t y ' s  d e p t h ,  p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  as  282 m e t r e s ,  h a s  b e e n  
amended t o  278 metres f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e s u r v e y i n g  o f  some s e c t i o n s .  
( 4 )  T h r e e  new names  a p p e a r  on t h e  list - Deep T h o u g h t  ( M t  Anne ), 
B a u h a u s  ( P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  ) and  D r i b b l e s p i t  S w a l l e t  ( J u n e e -  
F l o r e n t i n e  ) .  D r i b b l e s p i t  was r e c e n t l y  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  a p r e v i o u s  l i m i t  
o f  9 1  m e t r e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  two c a v e s  a r e  new d i s c o v e r i e s  a l t o g e t h e r .  
( 5 )  T h r e e  c a v e s  p r e v i o u s l y  i n c l u d e d  h a v e  s i n c e  b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
d e e p e n e d  - R i f t  C a v e ,  S p l a s h  P o t  a n d  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  ( a l l  J u n e e - F l o r e n t i  
- n e  . T h e  d e p t h  o f  193 metres a t t r i b u t e d  t o  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  is n o t  
a f i n a l  f i g u r e  as  some s u r v e y i n g  s t i l l  n e e d s  t o  b e  d o n e .  
( 6 )  The d e p t h  o f  Y o d e l l e r s  P o t ,  p r e v i o u s l y  shown a s  115 metres ,  h a s  
b e e n  amended t o  110 metres.  A s k e t c h  map b y  Mick F l i n t  i n  SPELEO SPIEL 
R203 i n d i c a t e s  a  d e p t h  o f  115 metres '  w h e r e a s  a c o p y  o f  t h e  same map i n  
N A R G U N  20 ( 7 ) s h o w s  a t o t a l  d e p t h  o f  112 metres.  I n  SPELEO SPIEL 
8221, A r t h u r  C l a r k e  g i v e s  an  e s t i m a t e d  l i m i t  o f  " 110 metres p l u s  " and  
t o  c u t  t h e  p e d a n t r y  s h o r t ,  I h a v e  t a k e n  110 metres f o r  t h e  l is t  b e l o w .  
( 7 )  C r o e s u s  Cave h a s  b e e n  d e l e t e d  f r o m  t h e  l i s t .  A d e p t h  o f  174 metres 
w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  c a v e ,  b a s e d  on w h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a n  
o v e r l a n d  s u r v e y  b e t w e e n  u p p e r  and l o w e r  e n t r a n c e s ,  d o n e  q u i t e  some 
y e a r s  ago. T h i s  f i g u r e  is c l e a r l y  e r r o n e o u s .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
LIENA 1:25,000 s c a l e  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  map i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  h e i g h t  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Mersey  R i v e r  a n d  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  d o l i n e  o f  t h e  
h i g h e r  e n t r a n c e  is o n l y  some 100 m e t r e s .  P .  M a t t h e w s  ( A u s t r a l i a n  Karst 
I n d e x  1985 ) g i v e s  a n  " e s t i m a t e d  a f t e r  v i s i t  " d e p t h  o f  100 metres f o r  
C r o e s u s ,  w h i l e  a f i g u r e  o f  9 1  metres q u o t e d  b y  R o s s  E l l i s  ( ASF 
Newslet ter ,  S75 ) is p o s s i b l y  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  d e p t h .  

H e r b e r t s  P o t  and D e v i l s  P o t  a r e  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  Mole C r e e k  c a v e s  on 
t h e  p r e s e n t  l i s t .  However ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  more  d e e p  c a v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
is  n o t  u n l i k e l y ;  K e v i n  K i e r n a n ' s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Mole C r e e k  k a r s t  ( Land 
Use i n  K a r s t  A r e a s ,  1984 ) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  u n d e r g r o u n d  d r a i n a g e  i n  a t  
l e a s t  f o u r  s y s t e m s  e x c e e d s  200 metres o f  v e r t i c a l  r a n g e .  

Ice T u b e - G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t  S y s t e m  
Anne-A-Kananda 
Khazad-Dum ( Dwarrowde l f  ) 
S e r e n d i p i t y  
C a u l d r o n  P o t  
O w l  P o t  
T a s s y  P o t  
A r r a k i s  
M i n i  M a r t i n  ( E x i t  Cave  S y s t e m  ) 
M i l k  Run 
Sesame C a v e s  
F l i c k  M i n t s  H o l e  
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1 3 .  M i d n i g h t  H o l e  ( M y s t e r y  C r e e k  Cave ) 
1 4 .  P o r c u p i n e  P o t  
1 5 .  The  C h a i r m a n  
1 6 .  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  
1 7 .  C y c l o p s  P o t  
18.  Big T r e e  P o t  
1 9 .  Deep T h o u g h t  
2 0 .  P e a n u t  B r i t t l e  P o t  
2 1 .  U d e n s a l a  
2 2 .  R i f t  Cave 
2 3 .  L o s t  P o t  
2 4 .  D r i b b l e s p i t  S w a l l e t  
2 5 .  S p l a s h  P o t  
2 6 .  T h r e e  F a l l s  Cave 
2 7 .  Kel lar  C e l l a r  
2 8 .  Niagara P o t  
2 9 .  S a t a n s  L a i r  
3 0 .  V i c t o r y  7 5  
31. Warho l  
3 2 .  G o r m e n g h a s t  
33. L i t t l e  G r u n t  
3 4 .  C h i c k e n  Bone P o t  
35. R e v e l a t i o n  Cave  
3 6 .  Thun J u n c t i o n  Cave  
3 7 .  C o l - I n - C a v e r n  
3 8 .  H o b b i t  H o l e  
3 9 .  H e r b e r t s  P o t  
4 0 .  N e w  O r d e r - B a u h a u s  
4 1 .  Bone P i t  
4 2 .  Y o d e l l e r s  P o t  
4 3 .  R e s c u e  P o t  
4 4 .  D e v i l s  P o t  S y s t e m  

C o m p i l i n g  an  a c c u r a t e  l is t  o f  l o n g e s t  c a v e s  is  more  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  
d o i n g  t h e  same f o r  d e e p  c a v e s .  C a v e r s  g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a r  more i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  how d e e p  a s y s t e m  is  t h a n  how l o n g  i t  m i g h t  b e .  T h a t  is ,  u n l e s s  t h a t  
c a v e  l o o k s  l i k e  b e i n g  t h e  l o n g e s t  o r  s e c o n d  l o n g e s t ,  e t c .  I f  a c a v e  is 
i n c o m p l e t e l y  o r  t o t a l l y  u n s u r v e y e d ,  t h e n  i t  a p p e a r s  a  common h a b i t  t o  
r o u n d  i t s  l e n g t h  o f f  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  two z e r o e s .  

E x i t  Cave  is a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  The  Karst I n d e x  g i v e s  i ts l e n g t h  a s  1 6  
k i l o m e t r e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t e d  t h a t  o n l y  13 km + h a s  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  
s u r v e y e d .  More r e c e n t l y ,  f i g u r e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  1 9  km t o  w e l l  o v e r  2 0  km 
h a v e  b e e n  q u o t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Helsham E n q u i r y  and  e l s e w h e r e ,  p o s s i b l y  
w i t h  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  number o f  new e n t r a n c e s  and  
o t h e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  E x i t  s y s t e m ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s .  Whe the r  
s u c h  claims c a n  b e  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  o r  n o t  w i l l  d e p e n d  on f u r t h e r  
s u r v e y i n g .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  w h o l e  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  b e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
r e s u r v e y e d .  

P e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  s a y i n g  as  much f o r  y e a r s  now, b u t  w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  SUSS 
d i s c o v e r i e s  a t  J e n o l a n  t h e  p r e c i s e  l e n g t h  o f  E x i t  Cave is l i k e l y  t o  
become a  matter o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a t  L a r k i n  i n  h i s  
a r t i c l e  " The L o n g e s t  Cave  i n  A u s t r a l i a  ? " ( SUSS B u l l e t i n  2 8  ( 2 )  } ,  
i t  is  o n l y  a matter o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  s u r v e y e d  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  J e n o l a n  
s y s t e m  w i l l  p a s s  t h e  1 7  km m a r k .  A s  P a t  r i g h t f u l l y  o b s e r v e s ,  t h e  
" l e n g t h  " o f  a  c a v e  h a s  l i t t l e  u t i l i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  l ists b y  c a v e r s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  
e m o t i o n a l  f e r v o r  is a r o u s e  d  when i t  comes t o  a q u e s t i o n  o f  w h i c h  is 
" t h e  l o n g e s t  c a v e  " .  The g a u n t l e t  is down s o  t o  s p e a k .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  
is a r i s k  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r o d u c i n g  a  c o n c l u s i v e  s u r v e y  o f  E x i t  C a v e .  
What i f  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  o n l y  1 5  km l o n g  ? 
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The l . i s t  be low,  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  c a v e s  500 m e t r e s  o r  l o n g e r ,  r e l i e s  
h e a v i l y  on i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Karst I n d e x  . T h e r e  
a r e  a  number of e x c e p t i o n s  where  more u p - t o - d a t e  f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  S e r e n d i p i t y ,  where  s u r v e y  c a l c u l a t i o n s  have r e v e a l e d  a 
l e n g t h  somewhat l e s s  t h a n  t h e  3 . 5  km shown i n  t h e  K a r s t  I n d e x .  F o r  many 
of t h e  c a v e s  l i s t e d ,  a  d e g r e e  of  u n c e r t a i n t y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  E x i t  Caves  l e n g t h  is p r o b a b l y  a l s o  a p p l i c a b l e .  F o r  example ,  The 
f i g u r e  of  j u s t  o v e r  1 km f o r  The Chairman is c l e a r l y  w e l l  s h o r t  o f  i t s  
a c t u a l  e x t e n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l is t  is p r e s e n t e d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  
a t t e n d a n t  a n o m a l i e s ,  d e f e c t s ,  o r  o m i s s i o n s .  

LONGEST- CAVES 

1. E x i t  Cave Sys tem 
2 Growl ing  S w a l l e t  System 
3 .  H e r b e r t s  P o t  
4 .  K u b l a i  Khan 
5 .  J u d d s  Cavern  
6 .  Anne-A-Kananda 
7 .  S e r e n d i p i t y  
8 .  C r o e s u s  Cave 
9 .  Wolf Hole  
1 0 .  Pyramid Cave System 
1 1 .  G e o r g i e s  Hall-Wet Cave 
1 2 .  A r t h u r s  F o l l y  
1 3 .  Khazad-Dum 
1 4 .  Welcome S t r a n g e r  
1 5 .  P o r c u p i n e  P o t  
1 6 .  Q u e t z a l c o a t l  C o n d u i t  
1 7 .  Newdegate Cave 
1 8 .  Bauhaus 
1 9 .  The Chairman 
2 0 .  T h r e e f o r t y o n e  
2 1 .  Mys te ry  Creek  Cave 
2 2 .  Lynds Cave 
2 3 .  Honeycomb 1 
24 .  T a i l e n d e r  Cave 
2 5 .  Loons Cave 
26 .  Ra t  Hole  
2 7 .  Damper Cave 
28 .  Maracoopa Cave 
2 9 .  Frankcombe Cave 
3 0 .  Mostyn Hardy Cave 
3 1 .  T a s s y  P o t  
3 2 .  R i f t  Cave 
3 3 .  O w l  P o t  
3 4 .  Sesame Caves  
3 5 .  J u n e e  Cave 
3 6 .  A r r a k i s  
3 7 .  Gormenghast  
3 8 .  R o t u l i  Cave ( B i l l  N e i l s e n  Cave ) 
3 9 .  K e l l y s  P o t  
4 0 .  GP 4  
4 1 .  B u r n i n g  Down The House 

AREA * 
I0  
J F  
MC 
MC 
C 
MA 
J F  
MC 
H 
MC 
MC 
I B  
J F  
J F  
J F  
PB 
H 
PB 
J F  
J F  
I B  
MC 
MC 
MC 
I B  
MC 
PB 
MC 
J F  
L 
J F  
J F  
J F  
J F  
J F  
M W  
J F  
N R  
MC 
GP 
J F  

* J F  J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e ,  MA Mount Anne, MW Mount Weld, I B  I d a  Bay, MC 
Mole C r e e k ,  PB P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f ,  C C r a c r o f t ,  H H a s t i n g s ,  L  Loongana,  
N R  N i c h o l l s  Range.  GP Gunns P l a i n s .  

ROLAN EBERHARD 
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2 0 t h  November;  A VERTICAL SWIM I N  KHAZAD DUM 

The  w e t  s e t  i n c l u d e d -  S t e f a n  a n d  R o l a n  E b e r h a r d ,  Mat thew Tuck  ( U.K. ) ,  
L e w  M i t c h e l m o r e  a n d  N i c k  Hume. 

PHONE CALLER- " H i ,  my names  Mat thew;  a T r e v o r  Wailes t o l d  m e  you m i g h t  
b e  g o i n g  c a v i n g  t h i s  w e e k e n d . "  
RECEIVER- " T r e v  s a i d  t h a t  . . . . . . .  t h e  b a s t a r d !  Have you  b e e n  u n d e r g r o u n d  
b e f o r e ? "  
CALLER- " I  w e n t  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  B e r g e r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a g o ! "  
RECEIVER- " Uhh . . . . . . . . .  o h ,  we l l  y o u ' l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  OK t h e n . "  

Khazad Dum is n o r m a l l y  " d o n e  " e i t h e r  b y  t h e  d r y  way j u s t  a l o n g  f r o m  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  s c a l i n g  p o l e ,  o r  v i a  t h e  S e r p e n t i n e  r o u t e  w i t h  i t s  m i n o r  
s t r e a m .  The  m a j o r  waters e n t e r i n g  t h e  c a v e  b a r r e l  o f f  down some 
q u i t e  l a r g e  p a s s a g e ,  r e j o i n i n g  t h e  o t h e r  r o u t e s  l o w e r  down. Though more  
o b v i o u s ,  t h e  w e t  way h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  b e e n  a t t e m p t e d  b e f o r e ,  d u e  t o  
t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  and  a v o i d a b l e  i m m e r s i o n  i n v o l v e d .  The  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was 
v i r g i n  t e r r i t o r y  s e n t  R o l a n  i n t o  p a r o x y s m s  o f  d e l i g h t ;  e n t h u s i n g  e v e r y  
o n e  e l s e  t h a t  i t  would  b e  a v e r y  s p o r t i n g  t r i p  t o  d o .  Some o f  u s  became 
c o n v i n c e d  by t h i s .  

I c o l l e c t e d  Mat thew a t  t h e  y o u t h  h o s t e l ,  r e s c u i n g  him f r o m  t h e  d r e a d e d  
d a i l y  c h o r e .  " Are you s t a y i n g  h e r e  t o o  . . .  ? " , ;  a d e m o n i c  woman a s k e d  
o f  m e .  " F o r t u n a t e l y  n o  . . . .  ", I r e p l i e d !  Wi th  Lew a l s o  i n  t o w ,  w e  
t u r n e d  u p  a t  Maydena a b o u t  t h e  same time as G r e g  J o r d a n  and  Dave R a s c h  
f r o m  S . C . S .  They  were u p  h e r e  f o r  a  t h r a s h  a r o u n d  J F  341 ;  " f i n d  h e a p s "  
we h i s s e d .  Greg m u s t  a t t i r e  h i m s e l f  a r m y - s u r p l u s ;  e x  K a b u l ,  s o  h o l e y  
was h i s  gear! 

S t e f  and  Rolan  were a l r e a d y  g e a r i n g  u p  a l o n g  t h e  Q u a r r y  Road; 
e n t h u s i a s m  b e i n g  a d a n g e r o u s  t h i n g .  Our  E n g l i s h  v i s i t o r  waxed l y r i c a l  
a b o u t  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  a n d  k a r s t ;  " . . .  i ts  g r e a t  t o  b e  f r e e z i n g  a g a i n . . " .  
Meant ime I p a c k e d  some camera gear; t h e  p e r f e c t  e x c u s e  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  
h a v i n g  t o  r i g  t h e  c a v e .  

The  stream coming  i n t o  t h e  d o l i n e  was i n  m o d e r a t e  s p a t e ,  p r o m i s i n g  
e x c i t e m e n t  f u r t h e r  down. A t  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  ( o n l y  some 30 metres 
f r o m  t h e  e n t r a n c e  ; a b o u l d e r  m a i n - a n c h o r  was f o l l o w e d  b y  some 
b o l t i n g  on t h e  l e f t  w a l l ,  t o  a c h i e v e  a  r e b e l a y  away f r o m  t h e  w a t e r f a l l .  
A n o t h e r  r e b e l a y  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  a  s p r a y  l a s h e d  l e d g e  ( h a l f w a y  down ) ,  
g a v e  f u r t h e r  i l l u s i o n  t o  d r y n e s s .  T o t a l  p i t c h  l e n g t h  was a b o u t  t w e n t y  
f i v e  m e t r e s .  

S h o r t  p a s s a g e  g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a s e c o n d  d r o p ,  p r o v i n g  t o  b e  l e s s  
c o m p l i a n t  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t .  W a t e r s  h o s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  stream c a n y o n  i n t o  
a  s i z a b l e  a v e n ;  p o o r  r o c k  a t  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n s  o f f e r e d  few p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  r e d i r e c t i o n . S t e f  made some b r a v e  a t t e m p t s  anyway .  

B o l t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t a k e o f f  l e d g e  g a v e  a f r e e h a n g ,  b u t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  s t r a i g h t  down t h e  p a t h  o f  f a l l i n g  w a t e r .  R o t t e n  n u b b i n s  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  p r o v i d e d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a f r a g i l e  s i d e - p u l l ;  S t e f ' s  
d e s c e n d i n g  s c r e a m s  a t t e s t i n g  t o  i ts e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  P i k i n g  was o u t  o f  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e  of t h e  p h o t o  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b e l o w .  

T h i s  t h i r t y  metre p i t c h  is a K D  c lass ic ;  w e t ,  c o l d  a n d  c r e a t i n g  i t s  
own h o w l i n g  d r a u g h t .  Not a p l a c e  t o  h a n g  a b o u t  i n  f o r  v e r y  long.We r a n  
o f f  down more p a s s a g e  t o  a  t h i r d  p i t c h ,  S t e f  o f f e r i n g  m e  t h e  
j o b  o f  b o l t  p l a c e m e n t ,  o s t e n s i b l y  t o  k e e p  m y s e l f  w a r m .  T h i s  now 
r e s i d e s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  l e f t  o f  t h e  d r o p .  
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E v e r y o n e  q u e u e d  u p  h e r e  s h i v e r i n g  and  damp, e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  l o s s e s  
o f  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  g o i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r .  S t e f  d e s c e n d e d  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  
r e t r e a t e d ,  w i t h  m e  h o v e r i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  p u s h - p u l l  f a c t o r s .  H o m i c i d a l  
y e l l s  b e l o w  s i g n a l l e d  h i s  t u r n a r o u n d  p o i n t ,  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  j u s t  h a l f w a y  
down t h i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h i r t y  metre p i t c h .  H i s  r e t u r n  p r o m p t e d  t h e  
o p i n i o n  t h a t  " t h i n g s  " w e r e  " a n i m a l  " down t h e r e  a n d  h e  s p a t  o u t  
water t o  p r o v e  it! 

We managed t o  s t u f f  f o r t y  metres o f  C z e c h  r o p e  i n t o  my d i m i n u t i v e  
camera p a c k ,  a f e a t  I would  h a v e  t h o u g h t  i m p o s s i b l e .  S u r f i n g  on j u m a r s  
f o l l o w e d  a t  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  p i t c h .  We had  c a u g h t  u p  t o  Mat thew 
a t  t h a t  s t a g e ,  b u t  f u r t h e r  d e r i g g i n g  saw him move on a h e a d ,  o u t  o f  
e a r s h o t  i n  t h e  t h u n d e r o u s  n o i s e  o f  water.  

I w a n d e r e d  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h ,  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  r e a c h i n g  o u t  
f o r  t h e  r o p e  w h i l e  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on my c h e s t  ju rna r .  Somewhat s t u n n e d ,  I 
n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  r o p e  w a s  e n t i r e l y  a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  a v e n  and  
s t a r t e d  h o p p i n g  a b o u t  i n  d i s b e l i e f .  Ten metres u p  t h e  s h e e r  w a l l s ,  

" l s e v e r a l  c o i l s  w e r e  c a u g h t  u p  on r o c k  s p i k e s . "  COOOEEEE . . . . .  YAHOO0 . . . .  . 
S t e f  c a u g h t  up  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  a l l  t h e  s h o u t i n g  was a b o u t  and  w a s n ' t  
happy  w i t h  t h e  a n s w e r .  No r e t u r n  r e p l y  f r o m  Mat thew;  h e  had i n  f a c t  
a c c i d e n t a l l y  d rawn some l o o p s  upward i n  h i s  h a s t y  p r u s s i k  i n  t h e  
w a t e r f a l l .  

We hoped t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  would  r e t u r n  a f t e r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  o r  s o ,  t o  
see w h a t  t h e  h o l d u p  w a s .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  d o  
b u t  w a i t ;  c l i m b i n g  t h e  wal l s  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  r o p e - e n d  was o u t  o f  
t h e  q u e s t i o n .  F r e e z i n g l y  w e t ,  w e  h u d d l e d  u n d e r  a s i n g l e  space 
b l a n k e t ;  c h o k i n g  i n  t h e  b u i l d u p  o f  c i g a r e t t e  smoke and  y e l l i n g  a n  
o c c a s i o n a l  c a l l  t o  t h e  o t h e r s .  Not t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  h a s  h a p p e n e d  
i n  K D ;  G e o f f  C r a s s  was i n v o l v e d  i n  a  s imilar  d e b a c l e  some y e a r s  a g o .  

A h a l f  h o u r  . . . .  o n e  h o u r  . . . .  a n  h o u r  a n d  a h a l f  . . . . .  R o l a n  t u r n e d  u p  and  
r e p l i e d  t o  o n e  o f  o u r  s t r a i n e d  s h o u t s .  An E b e r h a r d  r e s c u e  e f f o r t  was 
s o o n  u n d e r w a y ;  numb h a n d s  e a g e r l e y  g r a b b i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s l o d g e d  r o p e .  
After a  b i t  o f  p r u s s i k i n g ,  w e  were b o t h  w a r m  a g a i n  , a n d  moved o u t  of  
t h e  c a v e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a g l o a t i n g  R o l a n .  The  w a l k  b a c k  t o  t h e  cars  
a l s o  m o d e r a t e d  o u r  m u r d e r o u s  i n t e n t i o n s .  R e j o i n i n g  t h e  o t h e r  two 
t h e r e ,  a  b i t  o f  M a t t h e w - s t i r r i n g  was p u r s u e d  l i g h t h e a r t e d l y .  P r o f u s e  
a p o l o g i e s  w e r e  made f o r  b e i n g  s u c h  a " W a l l y  " and  a l l  was f o r g i v e n .  

The  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  someone met w i t h  i n  a s u p e r m a r k e t  a s k e d  m e  i f  a n y  
c a v i n g  wa.s h a p p e n i n g  n e x t  weekend ;  " . . . . T r e v s  g o i n g  t o  M i l k  Run ....g i v e  
him a  r i n g . . . . . " .  I c r o a k e d !  A r e t u r n  t r i p  is p l a n n e d  t o  Khazad-Dum, t o  
f i n a l i s e  t h e  r o u t e  a n d  t a k e  a few more  " s p e c k y  " p h o t o s  o f  c o u r s e .  
Wet s u i t s  o r  d r i e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d .  

NICK HUME 

W a r g a t a  Mina j s  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  name f o r  J u d d s  C a v e r n ;  w h e r e  a b o r i g i n a l  
p a i n t i n g s  were f o u n d  l a s t  y e a r .  The  p a i n t i n g s  a re  hand s t e n c i l s ,  w h i c h  
w e r e  p r o b a b l y  d o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  i c e  age o v e r  12000 y e a r s  a g o .  
W a r g a t a  Mina means  " My Blood " ,  w h i c h  is  a r e f e r e n c e  t h e  m i x t u r e  o f  
o c h r e  a n d  mammal b l o o d  u s e d  t o  make t h e  s t e n c i l s .  

Becai~se  some o f  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  a r e  h a r d  t o  see a n d  s i t u a t e d  low on t h e  
cave  w a l l s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a n d s ,  P a r k s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  h a s  a s k e d  
p e o p l e  n o t  t o  20 i n t o  t h e  c a v e  u n t i l  a walkway and i n t e r p r e t i v e  s i g n  
h a v e  b e e n  j n s t a l l e d .  T h e  p a i n t i n g s  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t o u c h i n g  
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and p e o p l e  a c c i d e n t a l l y  b r u s h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  c a v e  c o u l d  
c a u s e  i r r e p e r a b l e  harm. 

I n  t h e  meant ime,  two s e a s o n a l  Range r s  w i l l  b e  b a s e d  a t  Wargata  Mina 
be tween  C h r i s t m a s  and e a r l y  f e b r u a r y .  They w i l l  show v i s i t o r s  t h e  
p a i n t i n g s ,  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and t e l l i n g  
them how t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  When n o t  b u s y  w i t h  v i s i t o r s ,  
t h e  Range r s  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  some work on improv ing  t h e  t r a c k  f rom 
Farmhouse Creek  ( " Thank God ",  I h e a r  some p e o p l e  gasp !  . Even 
Range r s  c a n ' t  work f o r  weeks w i t h o u t  a  b r e a k ,  s o  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  some 
d a y s  when t h e  c a v e  w i l l  b e  u n a t t e n d e d ;  p l e a s e  c h e c k  w i t h  t h e  Depar tment  
o f  Lands ,  P a r k s  and W i l d l i f e  b e f o r e  you g o .  Phone Greg  Leaman ( 002-30 
3977 ) o r  Angie  McGowan ( 002-30 6596 ) t o  f i n d  o u t  which d a y s  t h e  
Range r s  w i l l  b e  t h e r e .  T h e i r  f i r s t  s t i n t  w i l l  b e  f rom 2 7 t h  of  december  
t o  3 r d  of  j a n u a r y .  

The Commonwealth and S t a t e  gove rnmen t s  have  j u s t  a g r e e d  t o  n o m i n a t e  
Wargata  Mina,  and t h e  a r e a  of  f o r e s t  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t ,  f o r  e n t r y  on t h e  
World H e r i t a g e  l ist b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
p r e h i s t o r i c  p a i n t i n g s .  What b e t t e r  way t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  of  T a s m a n i a ' s  I c e  Age c a v e  p a i n t i n g s ,  t h a n  by v i s i t i n g  
Warga ta  Mina t h i s  summer. S e e  you t h e r e  . . . . . . . .  

ANGIE McGOWAN 

T h e  Savage  R i v e r  Cav ing  C l u b  h a s  been  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  West and North-West 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  a  number of  y e a r s  now. They have  p u r s u e d  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  
s u r v e y i n g  and t a g g i n g  of t h e  c a v e s  a t  Bubs H i l l ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
and most  r e c e n t l y  have  been  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o p e n i n g  up an  e n t i r e l y  new 
and e x c i t i n g  k a r s t  a r e a  a t  Mount C r i p p s  n e a r  Wara t ah .  T h e i r  list of  
members is i m p r e s s i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g ;  Lyndsey and F r a n k  S a l t ,  R o s i e  

& Henry Shannon,  B e v i s  And Ben D u t t o n ,  P a u l  Darby,  S t e v e  H ickey ,  C h r i s  
J o h n s o n ,  B r i a n  Povey and Rod W a l t e r s  ( " Wally-Rod " ! ) -  

S e v e r a l  p a r t i c i p a t e d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  T . C . C . ,  i n  a  r e c e n t  Old D i t c h  Road 
- V a l l e y  E n t r a n c e  t h r o u g h  t r i p .  From a p p e a r e n c e s  t h e y  a r e  a  v e r y  
c a p a b l e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and s o c i a b l e  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  and a  p l e a s u r e  t o  
c a v e  w i t h .  The f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  documents  some of  t h e i r  work a t  Mount 
C r i p p s  and is e n t i r e l y  t h e i r  own s t o r y .  Take i t  away F r a n k  . . . . . . . . . . .  

Out of  R e t i r e m e n t  

The o n s e t  o f  s e n i l i t y  i n  e l d e r l y  c a v e r s  c o n t a i n  a  number of  m i l e - s t o n e s  
t h a t  c a n  be  d e t e c t e d  by t h e  e x p e r t .  One o n l y  h a s  t o  hang a round  t h e  
" b a t h  c h a i r "  c i r c l e  a t  any  c a v i n g  c l u b  d i n n e r  t o  p i c k  them.  Such 
s t a t e m e n t s  a s  " I  c o u l d  show t h e  young b u g g e r s  how t o  l a d d e r " ,  o r  " . . . o f  
c o u r s e  w e  c o v e r e d  t h e  whole a r e a  i n  ' 6 3 " ,  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  arm c h a i r  is 
worn more o f t e n  t h a n  t h e  t r o g  s u i t .  

Eve ry  now and t h e n  however ,  an a c c i d e n t  o c c u r s  which f o r c e s  a  p e r s o n  
o u t  o f  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  r e m i n i s c e n c e  and i n t o  t h e  s t a r k  h o r r o r  of c a v i n g  
a g a i n .  Such a  mishap  h a s  r e c e n t l y  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  N o r t h e r n  Tasman ia .  a  
number of  " o l d i e s "  ( i n c l u d i n g  myse l f  ) ,  were  making s i l l y  s t a t e m e n t s  
i n c l u d i n g ;  "The need  f o r  a  p r o j e c t  t o  u t i l i z e  o u r  a b i l i t i e s " .  The good 
c a v i n g  f a i r y  must  have  been  l i s t e n i n g  however ,  and w i t h  a  wave of  t h e  
magic  wand we were  b l e s s e d ;  n o t  w i t h  a  c a v e  o r  a  d i g ,  b u t  a  c o m p l e t e  
new k a r s t  area on o u r  d o o r s t e p !  Our b l u f f  had been  c a l l e d .  

The p rob lem a l l  s t a r t e d  i n  1987 when an upda t ed  g e o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  
s u d d e n l y  r e v e a l e d  a  l a r g e  p a t c h  o f  l i m e s t o n e  on t h e  map of  Tasman ia ,  
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i n  an  area p r e v i o u s l y  m a r k e d ;  "Here b e  d r a g o n s " .  To make matters  w o r s e ,  
F o r e s t r y  O f f i c e r s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a n  e a s y  l i f e  i m m e d i a t e l y  s t a r t e d  f i n d i n g  
caves i n  it ( its a g a i n s t  F o r e s t r y  p r a c t i c e s  t o  l o g  k a r s t  areas ) .  The 
t h i r d  p r o b l e m  w a s  t h a t  t h e  a r e a ,  c a l l e d  Mount C r i p p s ,  w a s  w i t h i n  e a s y  
r e a c h  o f  S a v a g e  R i v e r .  M o t i v a t e d  b y  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t o o d  r e f l e x  r e a c t i o n s ,  
a  number o f  u s  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  a b i t  o f  a  l o o k  ( t h e  f i r s t  m i s t a k e  ) .  
The  a r e a  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  i n  s c e n i c a l l y  m a g n i f i c e n t  t a l l  r a i n  
f o r e s t .  

We s e t  u p  a  b a s e  camp and w i t h  a l is t  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  f o u n d  b y  
t h e  F o r e s t r y ,  moved i n t o  t h e  woods a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  s t a r t e d  t o  f i n d  
c a v e s  ( t h e  s e c o n d  m i s t a k e ) .  By t h e  end  o f  t h e  f i r s t  weekend w e  had 
l o c a t e d  e i g h t  o f  t h e m ,  m a i n l y  small t h i n g s ,  b u t  c a v e s  a l l  t h e  s a m e .  A s  
t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  w e  had c o v e r e d  o n l y  amounted  t o  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a 
k i l o m e t r e ,  w e  b e g a n  t o  get  a f e e l  f o r  t h e  a r e a  ( I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  n o  o t h e r  
c a v i n g  area w h e r e  a random l km w a l k  would  r e v e a l  8 e n t r a n c e s ) .  To make 
matters  w o r s e  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  p o s s i b l e  
12 - 16 s q u a r e  k i l o m e t r e s  t o  p l a y  i n .  

We c o n s u l t e d  a e r i a l  p h o t o s  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  m i g h t  b e  
l i m i t e d  t o  a  s m a l l  a r e a ,  o n l y  t o  f i n d  large d e p r e s s i o n s ,  b l i n d  v a l l e y s  
a n d  d i s a p p e a r i n g  streams s c a t t e r e d  a1 o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  I t  was o b v i o u s l y  
g o i n g  t o  t a k e  l o n g e r  t h a n  a s i n g l e  w e e k e n d .  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  w e  a d d e d  t o  
o u r  g r o u p ,  Rod H a l t e r s ;  t h e  F o r e s t r y  O f f i c e r  who had b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  
some o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  f i n d s .  Rod,  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  had a n o s e  f o r  c a v e s  a n d  
c o u l d n ' t  e v e n  s t e p  b e h i n d  a m a n f e r n  f o r  a  pee w i t h o u t  t u r n i n g  u p  a t  
l e a s t  t w o . 0 n l y  H e n r y  S h a n n o n s  i n s i s t e n c e  on a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d i n g  and  
s u r v e y i n g  s t o p p e d  u s  f r o m  g o i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  s i l l y  and  s p e n d i n g  large 
p a r t s  o f  t h e  w e e k e n d s  u n d e r g r o u n d  S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  
h a l f  a d o z e n  t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and  t h e  number o f  known c a v e s  is a r o u n d  
a  c o u p l e  o f  d o z e n .  Two o f  t h e m ,  P h i l r o d  Cave  and  S t e t t l e  P o t  
c o n t a i n  a c t i v e  s t r e a m s ,  w h i l s t  a w h o l e  b a g  o f  d r a f t i n g  s q u e e z e s ,  
s h a f t s  and h o l e s  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n .  S l o w l y  b u t  s u r e l y ,  w e  
a re  t u r n i n g  i n t o  a c t i v e  c a v e r s  o n c e  a g a i n .  

FRANK SALT 
( S e n i o r  M o b i l e  E n g i n e e r  - S a v a g e  R i v e r  Mines  ) 

Cav_e~di~tfOrMOuntCrir^lPs 

The  a r e a  c o d e  f o r  t h i s  k a r s t  f i e l d  is CR; t h e  p r e f i x  MC a l r e a d y  b e i n g  
i n  u s e  f o r  c a v e s  a t  Mole C r e e k .  

S t r i n g  C a v e  
V e r t i g o  
My D-Cl ine  
C h o i r  Room 
Mossy Bank Cave  
Narrow S c r a p e  Cave 
APPM Cave 
C u t  L i n e  S w a l l e t  
L u c i n d a ' s  Cave 
V e n t u r i  Cave 

P h i l r o d  Cave  
House  o f  C a r d s  
S m a l l e n d  Cave  
A e r o l i g h t  Cave  
D e c e p t i o n  P i t  
S u n l i t e  H o l e  Cave 
S t e t t l e  P o t  
F r e t t l e  H o l e  
B e t t l e  Cave 
Nao Cave 

'Vhe e n t r a n c e  d r o p s  f r o m  a complex  d o l i n e ,  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  a  l a r g e  c a v e r n  
w h i c h  is  low o n l y  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Ahead,  t h e r e  is a c l u s t e r  o f  
s t a l a c t i t e s  which  c a n - b e  s k i r t e d  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  l e f t  hand  
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r o u t e  ( t h o u g h  s l o p p y  mud ) is p r e f e r a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  moonmi lche  t o  
t h e  r i g h t .  The  c a v e r n  o p e n s  o u t  t o  a large a l c o v e  w i t h  a large r o c k  i n  
i t .  From i ts  e n d ,  a maze o f  c r a w l w a y s  l e a d  e i t h e r  t o  a c l i f f  
o v e r l o o k i n g  a s t r e a m w a y ,  o r  b a c k  t o  t h e  ma in  c a v e r n  a t  a p o i n t  w h e r e  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  s t reamway/mud f l o w  s i n k s  i n t o  a f l o o r  h o l e .  One o f  t h e  low 
passages o f  t h e  maze g i v e s  a n  e a s y  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  b u t  care is 
n e e d e d  pas t  a l o n g  s t r a w  t u c k e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  Once i n  t h e  s t r e a m w a y  
t h e r e  a re  good  straw s t a l a c t i t e  c l u s t e r s ,  and  p a s t  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  t h e  
w a t e r  e n t e r s ,  a  s h o r t  c l i m b  t o  a s e c o n d  e n t r a n c e .  T h e  s t r e a m w a y  is 
a  t a l l  p a s s a g e  w h i c h  e x p a n d s  s l i g h t l y  a t  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  a t  a b o u t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  t h e  c r a w l w a y s .  

S t r a i g h t  a h e a d  f r o m  t h e  la rge  r o c k  t h e  c a v e r n  n a r r o w s  t o  a g a l l e r y  w i t h  
a  f l o o r  h o l e ,  a b o v e  w h i c h  is v e r y  l o n g  straw s t a l a c t i t e  ( a t  a b o u t  4m 
it  is s u r p a s s e d  o n l y  b y  o n e  o r  two o t h e r s  i n  T a s .  a n d  W . A . ) .  The  
n a t u r a l  r o u t e  a c r o s s  t h e  h o l e  makes  i t  r i s k y  f o r  t h e  s t a l a c t i t e . .  

P a s t  t h e  f l o o r  h o l e  is a s e d i m e n t  b a n k  a l s o  c o v e r e d  w i t h  s o f t  
" m o o n m i l c h e " ,  and  beyond it a n o t h e r  s t r e a m w a y .  T h i s  c a n  b e  f o l l o w e d  
u p s t r e a m ,  b e n d i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  c e i l i n g  g e t t i n g  l o w e r  t o  a 
s h a l l o w  p o o l / s y p h o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  e n d .  The g r a v e l l y  b e d  i n c l u d e s  
mammalian b o n e s .  

Back a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  h o l e ,  t h e r e  is a c r a w l w a y  and  a c h i m n e y a b l e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  d o w n s t r e a m  b r a n c h  ( 2nd p a s s a g e  on t h e  r i g h t  
f r o m  t h e  e n t r a n c e ) .  The  c r a w l w a y  is t o  b e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  a v o i d  p u t t i n g  
mud on some 2nd r a t e  b u t  a t t r a c t i v e  f l o w s t o n e  (small  r i m s t o n e  d a m s ) .  
The  t h r e e  streams a l l  come i n  t o  t h i s  passage w h i c h  is n a r r o w ,  
s o m e t i m e s  t a l l ,  s o m e t i m e s  l o w .  A t  o n e  p o i n t  t h e  stream g o e s  i n t o  a  
s l o t  c a n y o n  w h i c h  is b y p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a c r a w l w a y ,  u p  t o  t h e  l e f t .  

F e a t u r e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s t r e a m w a y  i n c l u d e  a nea r - sump a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  d o w n s t r e a m  e x p l o r a t i o n  l i m i t ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  d u g  o u t  
e a s i l y  s i n c e  t h e  f l o o r  is  s o f t ,  a n d  a r i s i n g  p a s s a g e  w i t h  a  n a t u r a l  
s l i p p e r y - d i p .  The end  o f  t h e  s l i p p e r y  d i p  h a s  s e d i m e n t  b a n k s  w h i c h  
show l a y e r s  o f  mud and  a n g u l a r  muddy g r a v e l  w i t h  t r a v e r t i n e  c l a s t s ,  
p o i n t i n g  t o w a r d s  a f o r m e r  e n t r a n c e  a n d  s t r e a m w a y . '  

F u r t h e r  b a c k  is a  c o r r o d e d  t r a v e r t i n e  mass, o n c e  a column l i k e  m a s s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  a b u t t r e s s  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  w a t e r ;  t h e r e  a re  
w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  c u r r e n t  s c a l l o p s  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  w h e r e  i t  is p a r t  o f  t h e  
t r a v e r t i n e  m a s s .  A t  a f e w  p o i n t s  i n  t h i s  passage s u b s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
f l o o r  is p r o v e d  b y  v e r t i c a l  s t r i a t i o n s  l e f t  i n  some r e m n a n t s  o f  mud 
on  t h e  wa l l s .  

From t h e  ma in  c a v e r n  t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  c l o s e r  t o  
t h e  e n t r a n c e .  I t  h a s  some s h o r t  s i d e  p a s s a g e s ,  o n e  w i t h  a  mud w a l l  
a c r o s s  i t ,  and  a l o o p  ( n o t  e n t e r a b l e )  w i t h  some good  g o u r s  ( r i m s t o n e  
d a m s ) .  A t  t h e  f i n i s h  i t  n a r r o w s  t o  a s q u e e z e  w h i c h  comes  o u t  
o v e r l o o k i n g  a s e v e n  metre d r o p  i n t o  t h e  d o w n s t r e a m  p a s s a g e ,  i n  a n o i s y  
s e c t i o n .  Water n o i s e  c a n  b e  h e a r d  t h r o u g h  a  smaller h o l e  f u r t h e r  b a c k .  

A c l a y  s i l t  f i l l  is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  mos t  m i n o r  s e d i m e n t  b l o c k e d  
t u b e s .  Much o f  t h e  f i l l  is d e l i c a t e l y  l a m i n a t e d  i n  c o n v e x  upward a r c s  
of t h e  same s t y l e  as  t h e  c e i l i n g  c u r v e ,  w h i c h  p o i n t s  t o  upward 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  t u b e s .  The c a v e  d o e s  n o t  seem e v e r  t o  h a v e  had a  
ma.ior i n p u t  o f  w a t e r  f r o m  a stream w i t h  a n  o f f  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  c a t c h m e n t  
d e s p i t e  t.he large s i z e  o f  t h e  ma in  g a l l e r y .  ( N o t e  t h a t  t h e  c a v e  w a s  
v i s i t e d  i n  w e t  c o n d i t i o n s ) .  

T h e r e  would seem some s c o p e  f o r  a  s e c t i o n  o f  s a n d b a g g e d  p a t h w a y  ( l i k e  
i n  t h e  K u b l a  Khan r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t )  t o  make a n  o b v i o u s  r o u t e  t h a t  
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would d i r e c t  v i s i t o r s  away from t h e  s u p e r l o n g  s t r a w ,  and t o  keep  
p e o p l e  c l e a n e r  o v e r  t h e  s l o p p y  mud s e c t i o n  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

H E N R Y  SHANNON 
( S e n i o r  G e o l o g i s t - S a v a g e  R e s o u r c e s )  

bv F r m k  S& 
T h i s  c a v e  p roved  t o  b e  a  d e l i g h t  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  f o r m a t i o n s ,  p l e a s a n t  
p a s s a g e s  and a  a c t i v e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  o f  some s i z e .  I n  a l l  it is 
b e l i e v e d  some 250 - 350 metres of  p a s s a g e  were examined .  

The most  o b v i o u s  way o n ,  t h e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  f i n a l l y  s t o p p e d  a t  a  p o i n t  
named 'The d o g s  f r o n t  d o o r ' ,  a  h o l e  a p p r o x .  250mm s q u a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  
s t r e a m  and l e a d i n g  on i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  

I n  v iew of t h e  l a r g e  s i z e  of  t h e  p a s s a g e  up  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  and a l s o  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  a i r  f l o w  t h r o u g h  'The d o g s  f r o n t  d o o r ' ,  i t  is most  
l i k e l y  t h e  c a v e  c o n t i n u e s  beyond t h i s  p o i n t .  E x c a v a t i o n  i n  t h e  bed o f  
t h e  s t r e a m  may w e l l  p r o d u c e  an  e x t e n s i o n .  

A s m a l l  r u n n i n g  c r e e k  f l o w s  i n t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e p r e s s i o n  ( 100 m e t r e s  
wide ) and d i s a p p e a r s  i n t o  t h e  b a s e  of  a c l i f f  ( 25 m e t r e s  h i g h  ) .  
A d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  t h e  c r e e k  d i s a p p e a r s ,  a  l a r g e  v e r t i c a l  s l o t  
g i v e s  a c c e s s  u n d e r g r o u n d .  S t e v e  e x p l o r e d  t h i s  s l o t  f o r  some d i s t a n c e ,  
n o t i n g  v e r t i c a l  and h o r i z o n t a l  deve lopmen t  i n  t h e  c a v e ,  and t h e  sound  
of  a s u b s t a n t i a l  w a t e r - f l o w  n o i s e .  F u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  is e s s e n t i a l  

BEVIS DUTTON 

The e n t r a n c e  h o l e  is  a b o u t  0 . 6  m e t r e s  i n  d i a m e t e r  n e x t  t o  t h e  r e m a i n s  
o f  a  s tump,  which may have  even  uncove red  t h e  e n t r a n c e  i n  f a l l i n g  o v e r .  
The e n t r a n c e  b o u l d e r  s l o p e  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  main c a v e r n ,  which r u n s  
n o r t h e r l e y  u n t i l  b l o c k e d  by b roken  r o c k .  I t  is a f r a g m e n t  o f  f o s s i l  
r i v e r  p a s s a g e  of  r e s p e c t a b l e  s i z e ,  a b o u t  4  metres wide by 5 m e t r e s  h i g h  
where  i t  is o b s t r u c t e d  by f i l l .  From t h e  l e f t  hand-end passageway,  a  
wet  w e a t h e r  s t reamway comes o u t  o f  cemented r u b b l e  and g o e s  down a h o l e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  e a s t e r n  w a l l .  A crawlway f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s t r e a m  c o u l d  be  
p u s h e d .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  c a v e  is t h a t  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  main 
p a s s a g e ,  and o t h e r s  l i k e  i t ,  a r e  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The name 
is w r i t t e n  on o r a n g e  t a p e  l e f t  by e a r l i e r  e x p l o r e r s .  

FRANK SALT 

TIGO 

T h i s  e n t r a n c e  is a f a i r l y  t i g h t ,  o f f  v e r t i c a l  s l o t  which w idens  t o  some 
t h i n g  more c o m f o r t a b l e  i n s i d e .  The f l o o r  s l o p i n g  g e n t l y  downwards on 
l o o s e  e a r t h  t o  an e a r t h  sump on t h e  r i g h t .  A low c r a w l  c u r v e s  r i g h t w a r d  
t o  a  chamber l a c k i n g  most  of i ts  f l o o r .  A f l o o r  s l o t  is ch imneyab le  b u t  
a r o p e  i s  a d v i s e d .  From t h e  p i t c h  bo t tom t h e  c a v e  d i v i d e s ,  s t r a i g h t  
ahead  would r e q u i r e  a n o t h e r  r o p e ,  b u t  can  b e  b y p a s s e d  t o  t h e  same a r e a ,  
t h r o u g h  some c l e a n  l i m e s t o n e  s u b j e c t  t o  v a d o s e  s p l a s h  a c t i v i t y .  T u r n i n g  
r i g h t  and d e s c e n d i n g  below an o v e r h a n g i n g  w a l l  b r i n g s  you t o  a  c o n f u s e d  
s e t  o f  s m a l l  c a v e r n s ,  which show e v i d e n c e  of  f r e q u e n t  f l o o d i n g ;  mud 
s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l d i n g  o u t  f rom o v e r h a n g i n g  s u r f a c e s ,  e t c .  The p i t c h  f rom 
t h e  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  j o i n s  i n  a t  t h i s  a r e a .  

H E N R Y  SHANNON 
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