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F i r s t  t h e  bad news . . . .  r e c e n t l y  m a r r i e d  members Adr i enne  and Rolan 
E b e r h a r d  have  l e f t  u s  t o  t a k e  up  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Papua-New Guinea  f o r  
some t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h i s  is s o m e t h i n g  of  a b low t o  t h e  c l u b ,  a s  b o t h ,  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  R o l a n ,  have been i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  much o r i g i n a l  c a v e  

X e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  Tasmania  and e l s e w h e r e ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e .  To 
itemise t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  c l u b  h e r e ,  would b e  a  " m i s s i o n  
i m p o s s i b l e  " .  I t  w i l l  humbly have  t o  s u f f i c e ,  t h a t  w e  f o n d l y  t h a n k  
them f o r  many, many good times s h a r e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and t o  o f f e r  them 
o u r  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Sounds a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  and u n i q u e  
s o r t  o f  a d v e n t u r e .  

Adr i enne  h a s  t a k e n  up a  c o n t r a c t  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i l s t  Rolan is 
c o n t i n u i n g  t e r t i a r y  s t u d i e s  t h r o u g h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New E n g l a n d .  Both w i l l  b e  b a s e d  i n  Goroka .  P l e n t y  of  
k a r s t  i n  PNG f o r  them t o  p l a y  i n ,  and h o p e f u l l y  some n o v e l  t r i p  
r e p o r t s  w i l l  b e  coming o u r  way; j u s t  t o  make u s  a l l  v e r y  e n v i o u s !  We 
w i l l  b e  t r y i n g  h a r d  t o  make them f e e l  e n v i o u s  w i t h  news f rom he re !  

A s  f o r  t h e  good n e w s . . . . .  The P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  E x p e d i t i o n  h e l d  
o v e r  t h e  Christrnas/New Year w a s  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  new c a v e  b e i n g  found  and s u r v e y e d .  Much of  
t h e  new s t u f f  is  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Damper Cave/Bauhaus and 
Q u e t z a l c o a t l  C o n d u i t  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m s .  A c o m p l e t e  t i e - i n  o f  
unde rg round  and o v e r l a n d  s u r v e y s  is b e i n g  p u t  t o g e t h e r  by S t u a r t  
N i c h o l a s  i n  l e a g u e  w i t h  h i s  SUPER-SMAPS s o f t w a r e .  PB k a r s t  is 
i d e a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  t h i s  t y p e  of t r e a t m e n t  and a h i g h l y  d e t a i l e d  
ove rv i ew  of  t h e  a r e a s  h y d r o l o g y  w i l l  s oon  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  Only S t u a r t  
h e i n g  p r e s e n t  on s i t e ,  w i t h  a  p o r t a b l e  c o m p u t e r ,  c o u l d  have  improved 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as i t  p r e v a i l e d .  Maybe t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  
r e t u r n  e x p e d i t i o n  l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r !  

A b r i e f  s y n o p s i s  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  a p p e a r s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  SPIEL. 
Much, much more on PB w i l l  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g  i n  a m u l t i p l e  i s s u e  of  
t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  ( o r  a  j o u r n a l  ) i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ;  i n c l u d i n g  
a r e a  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  maps,  c a v e  and f a u n a 1  s u r v e y s ,  c a v e  number ing ,  
h y d r o l o g i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  t r i p  r e p o r t s ,  e t c .  Many t h a n k s  
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t o  a l l  t h o s e  who c o n t r i b u t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I t  was good 
t o  s e e  v a r i o u s  c a v e r s ,  f rom b o t h  h e r e  and i n t e r s t a t e ,  work ing  
t o g e t h e r  s o  p r o d u c t i v e l y  and it is s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
was unan imous ly  and g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d .  

A minor  i n c i d e n t  ' t h a t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n ,  (raises a 
number o f  i s s u e s  w o r t h y  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e .  D u r i n g  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
most  c a v e r s  f rom camp, on t h e  2 9 t h  d a y  of  december ,  a  b u s h w a l k e r  
p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  a p p a r e n t l y  became o f f e n d e d  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  
o u r  few t e n t s ,  and s m a l l  h e a r t h  f o r  t h e  d i s p o s i n g  of  f o o d  s c r a p s .  
P re sumab ly  b e c a u s e  h e  p r e f e r r e d  no-one e l s e  t o  b e  a t  h i s  f a v o r i t e  
c a m p s i t e .  Whatever ,  b o l s t e r e d  by  t h e  s o l e  p r e s e n c e  of  t h e  f e m a l e  
c a v e r  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  t h i s  p e r s o n  made c l a i m  of  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  S t a t e  
Government a u t h o r i t y  and t h e n  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  v a n d a l i s e  
t h e  c a m p s i t e ,  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  and damaging p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y .  H e  
t h e n  p r o m p t l y  l e f t  t h e  area b e f o r e  t h e  o t h e r  c a v e r s  had r e t u r n e d .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  c a v e r  who s u s t a i n e d  most  g e a r  damage i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
is h i m s e l f  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  w i l d e r n e s s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and h a s  been  f o r e  
most  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  and  o r g a n i s i n g  many o f  t h e  e v e n t s  r u n  by  t h e  
W i l d e r n e s s  S o c i e t y .  U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  he  was v e r y  u p s e t ;  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
s o  t o  s e e k  legal  a d v i c e  f o r  r e p a r a t i o n s .  The r e s t  o f  o u r  g r o u p  were  
non -p lus sed  by t h e  o c c u r r e n c e .  B e i n g  b u s h w a l k e r s  o u r s e l v e s  o f  many 
y e a r s  s t a n d i n g ,  it  w a s  h a r d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  a n y  
r e a s o n a b l e  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  

= Minimal  impac t  b u s h w a l k i n g  is s o m e t h i n g  w e  condone  and u s u a l l y  t r y  
t o  p romote .  The small  a t t e n d e d  f i r e  t r a n s g r e s s e d  t h i s ,  b u t  was 
d e c i d e d  upon as t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  prob lem of  f o o d  
s c r a p s .  These  may o t h e r w i s e  have  come t o  r e p r e s e n t  a h e a l t h  p rob lem 
o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  and t o  have t a r g e t t e d  t h e  a r e a  
f o r  i n v a s i o n  by  possums and  d e v i l s .  The h e a r t h  w a s  w e l l  dowsed a f t e r  
u s e  e a c h  d a y ,  and a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  a l l  t r a c e s  o f  it and 
o u r  p r e s e n c e  t h e r e ,  we re  o b l i t e r a t e d .  A m e t i c u l o u s  g round  s e a r c h  was 
made t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c a m p s i t e  was l e f t  more p r i s t i n e  t h a n  we 
a c t u a l l y  found  i t  on o u r  a r r i v a l .  So what was t h e  r e a l  b a s i s  f o r  
t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n t a g o n i s m  ? 

The c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  w a s  lit on a p e a t  material  is i n v a l i d ;  
t h e  s o i l  a t  t h e  s i t e  b e i n g  +80% s i l i c e o u s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c a r b o n  b a s e d ;  
t h e  t o p s o i l  d e p o s i t  b e i n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r o c e s s e s  o p e r a t i n g  
d i r e c t l y  b e h i n d  t h e  b e a c h  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l a g o o n .  I m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  
l y i n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  material is a f o s s i l  ( s i l i c e o u s )  s o i l ,  c l e a r l y  
v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  t r u n c a t e d  " m a r s u p i a l  l awns  " a t  t h e  waters e d g e .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  s i t e  was s c a r c e l y  one  metre above  a  s a l i n e  
w a t e r t a b l e  and c o n d i t i o n s  were g e n e r a l l y  damp b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  w e a t h e r .  

The p o i n t  t o  b e  made is t h a t  " r a m b o - s t y l e  " t a c t i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
. d e l i b e r a t e  t e r r o r i s i n g  o f  a p e r s o n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  a r e  

n o t  a v e r y  a d u l t  way o f  p r o m o t i n g  w i l d e r n e s s  s e n s i t i v i t y .  The b u s h  
w a l k e r  s h o u l d  have  had more s e n s e  and a c t e d  on h i s  g r i e v a n c e s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  legal  s y s t e m  ( which  we would have  q u i t e  h a p p i l y  
c o n t e s t e d  ), r a t h e r  t h a n  ac t  i n  t h e  way t h a t  h e  d i d .  Having  
bushwalked  w i t h  t h i s  p e r s o n  m y s e l f ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i t ' s  s t r a n g e  how 

; h i s  own v a l u e  s y s t e m  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  s u c h  a r e v e r s a l  i n  t h a t  t i m e .  
Enough s a i d .  

NICK HUME 
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n  V e r t i c a l  
Tee- . b y  A l l e n  P a d g e t t  and B r u c e  S m i t h ,  1987 ,  N a t i o n a l  
S p e l e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  t h r o u g h  Paddy P a l i n  ) .  

Once upon a t i m e  Neil Montgomery w r o t e  a book c a l l e d  " S i n g l e  Rope 
T e c h n i q u e s  "; v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e  and p r a c t i c a l  it w a s  t o o ,  f o r  i ts d a y  
I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  v e r y  much c o m p e t i t i o n ,  it w a s  q u i c k l y  h a i l e d  as  
t h e  " b i b l e  " of  v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  a r t s  and  h e l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  
many y e a r s .  Becoming d e c i d e d l y  d a t e d ,  it w a s  knocked f rom i ts  
p e d e s t a l  by an  E n g l i s h  p u b l i c a t i o n ;  " C a v i n g  P r a c t i c e  and Equipment"  
by  David J u d s o n .  T h i s  drew much f rom SRT, b u t  was a d e f i n i t e  
improvement ;  d e t a i l e d ,  d i v e r s e  and modern,  it  o f f e r e d  much t o  t h e  
c a v e r ,  w h e t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  o r  even  n o v i c e .  

Now, n o t  t o  b e  o u t d o n e ,  t h e  Amer icans  h a v e  come o u t  w i t h  t h e  m i g h t y  
tome;  " On Rope "; d r a w i n g  h e a v i l y  on t h e  o t h e r  two p u b l i c a t i o n s  and 
c l a i m i n g  it as t h e  new d e f i n i t i v e  " b i b l e  f o r  v e r t i c a l  o r  s i n g l e  
r o p e  t e c h n i q u e s  " .  E x h a u s t i v e  m i g h t  b e  a  b e t t e r  t e r m ;  f o r  among i ts 
340 p a g e s  t h e r e  are a r t i c l e s  on m o t o r i s e d  a s c e n d i n g  d e v i c e s  ( MAD ), 
t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o b l e m s  of  l a r g e  b r e a s t e d  women, h e l i u m  b a l l o o n s  . . . . . . .  
I ts  p o s i t i v e l y  mind b lowing  r e a l l y !  The s h e e r  w e a l t h  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  
makes it d i f f i c u l t  t o  be  a t  a l l  c r i t i c a l l y  o b j e c t i v e  a b o u t  c o n t e n t .  
However, i g n o r i n g  t h e  t r e e s  f o r  t h e  f o r e s t ,  f o r  a moment, it would 
r e a l l y  o n l y  r a t e  a s  b e i n g  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  a c a v e r s  l i b r a r y ,  i f  you 
happen t o  b e  a  N o r t h  American one! 

" C a r t w h e e l s "  and " d u f f e l s "  a r e  f i n e  f o r  t h e  d e e p  p i t s  o f  Mexico,  e t c  
; where  t h e  c a v e s  a r e  roomy and t h e  r o p e  is a l l  g r a t i s  f rom t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e r  anyway. However, it d o e s n ' t  f i t  a t  a l l  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  
~ u r o p e a n  ( and hence  A u s t r a l i a n  a d o p t e d  ) n e c e s s i t y  f o r  l i g h t w e i g h t ,  
low b u l k ,  c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  g e a r .  T h a t  f a c t o r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  many 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  ( which as e x e r c i s e s  i n  non - sex i sm,  a r e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  ) a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  book a r e  t h e  o n l y  ma jo r  
c r i t i c i sms  t h a t  c a n  b e  made. 

B e f o r e  b e i n g  l a b e l l e d  as a d e r i d e r  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  Amer ican ,  i t  mus t  
b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  l o t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  is 
u n i v e r s a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  enough t o  make it w o r t h w h i l e  g e t t i n g  h o l d  o f .  
The a t t r i b u t e s ,  t e s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  and  h i s t o r i c a l  deve lopmen t  o f  
c a v i n g  r o p e s ,  makes f o r  f a s c i n a t i n g  r e a d i n g ,  as d o e s  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o f  
s u n d r y  e s o t e r i c  rope-walker  p r u s s i k i n g  s y s t e m s  ( I ' m  an  o l d  
f a s h i o n e d  f r o g g e r  myse l f  ! . The r i g g i n g  s e t u p s  d u p l i c a t e  much o f  
what  h a s  a p p e a r e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  b u t  a l o t  c a n  b e  l e a r n t  f rom t h e  
c h a p t e r s  on r e s c u e ,  t e a c h i n g / p r a c t i c i n g  ropework ,  a i d  c l i m b i n g  
unde rg round  and  even  t h e  g l o s s a r y  is h a r d  t o  s t a y  away from! An 
i m p r e s s i v e  book i n  some r e s p e c t s .  

I e U-le Blackness o f  
To overcome t h i s  p rob l em,  t h e  c l u b  is making  up  some more c a v i n g  
lamps  f o r  h i r e  t o  members, s c h o o l  g r o u p s ,  b e g i n n e r s ,  e t c .  Anyone who 
h a s  g o t ,  o r  c a n  g e t  h o l d  o f ,  some Oldham ( o r  s imilar)  h e a d p i e c e s  and 
h e a d p i e c e  b i t s ;  p l e a s e . .  . . . . o h ,  p l e a s e ,  would t h e y  c o n s i d e r  d o n a t i n g  
l e n d i n g ,  o r  s e l l i n g  them t o  t h e  c l u b ,  t o  assist u s .  I t  would b e  
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
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I n  t h e  r a m . . . . . "  
D u r i n g  a r e c e n t  and sudden  thunde r s to rm/downpour ;  s o  heavy as t o  b e  
d e s c r i b e d  by  t h e  w e a t h e r  b u r e a u  as a  once  i n  50 y e a r  e v e n t ,  two 
g r o u p s  o f  c a v e r s  j u s t  happened t o  b e  d o i n g  two of  t h e  more p r o n e  
v e r t i c a l  c a v e s  i n  t h e  Maydena area.  Martyn C a r n e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
t h r e e  v i s i t i n g  VSA ( V i c t o r i a n  S p e l e o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  ) c a v e r s ;  
Gavin  D u f f y ,  Mark G r a p e l l e  and  Tim D u n n i c l i f f  found  it h i g h l y  
s p o r t i n g  i n  Dwarrowdel f ,  and made a f l y i n g  r e t r ea t  back  up  some 
s u d d e n l y  v e r y  damp p i t c h e s ,  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  a  c h a n c e  t o  d e r i g  ( t h e  
r o p e s  were s u b s e q u e n t l y  removed ) .  

Monash S p e l e o ' s  ( MSS ) were  a l s o  e n c o u n t e r i n g  some unexpec t ed  w a t e r  
f a l l s  i n  C a u l d r o n  P o t  and were f o r c e d  t o  s i t  o u t  t h e  w o r s t  o f  i t .  A 
q u i c k w i t t e d  Martyn l e f t  a c o n t a c t  number on t h e i r  c a r  window and 
in fo rmed  t h e  r a n g e r  a t  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The MSS crew 
emerged a t  dawn t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morn ing ;  p r o m p t l y  r i n g i n g  t h e  r a n g e r  
and a l l  was w e l l .  The TCC r e s c u e  team were  i n  a s t a t e  o f  r e a d i n e s s  
b a c k  h e r e  i n  H o b a r t ,  b u t  w e r e n ' t  r e q u i r e d  t h a n k s  t o  Mart's impromptu 
b i t  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  Well  d o n e  l a d !  

Hine  n o t .  n o t  whv n o t  ??!! Late l a s t  y e a r  o u r  e s t eemed  c l u b  was 
f o r t u n a t e  ( ? )  t o  b e  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  a f r e e  c a s e  o f  wine - n o t  an  
e v e r y d a y  o c c u r r e n c e  you w i l l  a g r e e .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  is  j u s t  as w e l l  
( f o r  r e a s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  w ine )  . . .  

The mixed c a s e  came f rom t h e  L y n d h u r s t  E s t a t e  and c o n t a i n e d  some 
e x c e l l e n t  v i n t a g e s ,  a l m o s t  t o o  good t o  d r i n k  r e a l l y ,  b u t  i f  one  
d i d n ' t  i n d u l g e ,  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e  of t h e  p r o d u c t  would r ema in  an  
unknown! T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e m a i n s  of  some o f  B u n t y ' s  in famous  home 
brew b e e r s  ( n o t  s u c h  good v i n t a g e s !  ), t h i s  a r r a y  of  i n t o x i c a n t s  
w a s  consumed a t  an e a r l y  summer BBQ/pa r ty / r a indance ,  h e l d  
p u r p o r t e d l y  a s  a s e n d  o f f  f o r  t h e  P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  e x p e d i t i o n e r s .  
Some n e a r l y  were  s e n t  o f f ,  b u t  t h a t  is a n o t h e r  s t o r y  . . . . .  

Anyway. t o  c u t  down on t r i v i a ,  t h i s  l i t t l e  p i e c e  of  w r i t i n g  is 
b a s i c a l l y  a d v e r t i s i n g .  The L y n d h u r s t  E s t a t e  were  k i n d  enough t o  s e n d  
u s  t h e  c a s e  a s ,  f o r  them,  a f a i r l y  c h e a p  b u t  v e r y  d i r e c t  and 
c o n v i n c i n g  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign .  Hence t h e y  a l s o  s e n t  a number o f  
o r d e r  f o r m s  and a s s o c i a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e .  The p r i c e s  p e r  case are 
f a i r l y  good and t h e y  are s e n t  f r e i g h t  f r e e ,  which  h e l p s  immensely.  
Shou ld  we buy t h r e e  cases; a f o u r t h  case o f  o u r  c h o i c e  is s e n t  a t  no  
c h a r g e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  w e  buy more cases, more are s e n t  f r e e !  ( YES, 
t h i s  was s u b m i t t e d  by S t u a r t !  - Ed.  ) .  So,  i f  anyone  is i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  a  few b o t t l e s  ( r e d s  and w h i t e s  ), p o r t  ( two v i n t a g e s  ) o r  
champagne,  c o n t a c t  S t u  f o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n .  The c a s e s  c a n  b e  any  
m i x t u r e  of  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s .  So t h a t s  i t  r e a l l y ;  wi -no t  buy a few ( a n 4  
have  a n o t h e r  p a r t y ! ) .  

The s i t  I n  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  " c a v e  i n  . . . - . . - L  
I, - - . a ,  - . 'I I 

Bunty  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a p o s t  c a r d  f rom D i r k  S t o f f e l s ,  who was 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  P a n n i k i n  P l a i n s  c a v e  d i v i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  n e a r  
C o c k l e b i d d y  i n  Western A u s t r a l i a .  D i r k  men t ioned  t h a t  V i c k i  Bonwick 
was h a v i n g  f u n  t y i n g  up a l l  t h e  l o o s e  b o u l d e r s  i n  t h e  c a v e ,  and made 
t h e  p r o p h e t i c  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t ;  " . . . .  t h i s  place is a n  a c c i d e n t  
w a i t i n g  t o  happen . . . . . "  
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*Wel l . . . i t  j u s t  s o  happened t h a t  a n  i n f l u x  o f  water from heavy  r a i n s  
c o l l a p s e d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s ,  and a number o f  p e o p l e  were t r a p p e d  
u n d e r g r o u n d  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s .  The r e s c u e  e f f o r t  made newspaper  
h e a d l i n e s  p r i o r  t o  C h r i s t m a s ;  e n t r a p m e n t s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  s eeming  t o  
c a p t u r e  t h e  p o p u l a r  i m a g i n a t i o n .  Anyway, e x c a v a t i o n  e v e n t u a l l y  
a l l o w e d  a l l  t h o s e  c a u g h t  unde rg round  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  u n i n j u r e d .  
Rumour h a s  i t  t h a t  some q u a r t e r  of a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  of  d i v i n g  
gear is s t i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  c a v e  somewhere,  nobody w i s h i n g  t o  r i s k  l i f e  
and  l i m b  t o  g o  back  and g e t  it! 

t wor ld  f a W n  n r n s e  . . . .  ???? 
The p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n  t o  Tasmania  i n  t h e  f i l m  Young E i n s t e i n , .  seems 
t o  have  a r o u s e d  some i n t e r n a t i o n a l  media  a t t e n t i o n .  A t e l e v i s i o n  
c rew f rom t h e  West German ZDF n e t w o r k ,  w i l l  b e  a r r i v i n g  h e r e  i n  
March t o  f i l m  some o f  o u r  w k l d e r n e s s  s c e n e r y .  The s t o r y l i n e  of  which  
w i l l  c u l m i n a t e  i n  a  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  f i n d s  i n  t h e  
c a v e s  of  t h e  S o u t h  West. Tasmanian c a v i n g  m i g h t  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  
f l a v o u r  o f  t h e  month . . . . . g  a d s ;  w e  m igh t  e v e n  have  t o  b r i n g  back  t h e  
E b e r h a r d s !  

The Grea O d d i t v  column-- 
Observed  a t  a r e c e n t  pub g a t h e r i n g ;  Greg J o r d a n  a s k e d  S t u e y  Nick  how 
h e  was g e t t i n g  a l o n g ,  on t h e  f o r m e r s  a r r i v a l .  H e a r i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
r e p l y ;  " Oh, j u s t  t h e  same r e a l l y  ", Greg  s u n k  s l o w l y  t o  h i s  k n e e s ,  
e y e s  b u l g i n g ,  and s t a r t e d  t o  bang  h i s  head  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  
b a r !  Funny t h i n g s  b o t a n i s t s . .  . . . 

s t n  d o  . . . .  
P l e n t y  o f  s u r v e y i n g  t o  b e  done  i n  J F  341 and Burning  Dawn The House. 
T h e r e  are s t i l l  a  few l e a d s  t o  b e  checked  i n  b o t h  c a v e s  a s  w e l l ;  s o  
why n o t  get  i n  on t h e  a c t i o n ?  R e p l a c i n g  t h e  Bonwick l a d d e r s  i n  
Avon's  A  is l o n g  o v e r d u e ,  i f  y o u ' r e  a f t e r  a l e i s u r e l y  t r i p .  
O t h e r w i s e ,  f o r  t h a t  b i t  o f  f i t n e s s  r e q u i r e d  o v e r  t h e  TCC E a s t e r  
E x p e d i t i o n  i n t o  Judd 's  Cavern  , how a b o u t  some m a s o c h i s t i c  d i v i n g  
gear p o r t a g e  t o  t h e  Dreamtime sumps?,  o r  a s c r a t c h  a round  i n  
S e r v a l a n e  ? The N o r t h  E a s t  r i d g e  of  Mount Anne would b e  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  d i v e r s i o n  t o o ,  f o r  t h a t  matter. 

You have  p r o b a b l y  g o t  some i d e a s  o f  y o u r  own, s o  why n o t  d o  a b i t  o f  
c a n v a s s i n g  a t  t h e  n e x t  c l u b  mee t ing?  Best p l a c e  t o  f i n d  a  few 
s t a r t e r s ,  a l l  you have t o  d o  is t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e !  

CAVE SURVEY REDUCTION AND 

How many t i m e s  have  c a v e s  been  " i n i t i a l l y  " e x p l o r e d  more t h a n  
o n c e ,  o r  t r i p s  gone  t o  e x p l o r e  a p a r t i c u l a r  l e a d  o n l y  t o  f i n d  it h a s  
a l r e a d y  been  looked  at?? Worse s t i l l  is t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  t o  
r e s u r v e y  a c a v e  o r  p a r t  t h e r e o f ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a t a  c a n n o t  be  
f o u n d .  Avoidance  of  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  would o b v i o u s l y  b e  a good t h i n g  
f o r  c a v i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n ;  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n - o f  t h e  need  
f o r  r e s u r v e y i n g .  To t h i s  end ,  i t  is d e s i r a b l e  t o  c e n t r a l i s e  d a t a  
r e d u c t i o n  and  management. T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  anyone  and 
e v e r y o n e  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  d o i n g  t h e i r  own r e d u c t i o n  and map 
p r o d u c t i o n  - f a r  f rom it! 
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The a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a r e l a t i v e l y  p o w e r f u l  and f a s t  compu te r ,  a  y e a r  
o r  s o  ago  by  y o u r s  t r u l y ,  h a s  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  o f  
s u r v e y  d a t a  w i t h i n  TCC, and t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h a t  h a s  been  
h a p p e n i n g .  The o l d  SMAPS s u r v e y  d a t a  r e d u c t i o n  s o f t w a r e  w a s  
e f f e c t i v e ,  a l b e i t  r e l a t i v e l y  p r i m i t i v e ,  b u t  it h a s  r e c e n t l y  been  
s u p e r s e d e d  b y  a c o m p l e t e l y  r e w r i t t e n  v e r s i o n  i n  t h e  form o f  SMAPS 4 .  
T h i s  s o f t w a r e  w i l l  d o  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y t h i n g  needed  and /o r  d e s i r e d  i n  
t h j e  r a t h e r  e s o t e r i c  a p p l i c a t i o n o f  c a v e  s u r v e y  d a t a  r e d u c t i o n  and 
management.  A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  s o f t w a r e  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  SPELEO SPIEL 
a n d / o r  t h e  T a s .  Cave and  Karst R e s e a r c h  Group J o u r n a l  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e  . . . . . .  

T h i s  a r t i c l e  is w r i t t e n ,  n o t  t o  e x c l a i m  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  s o f t w a r e ,  
b u t  t o  make a r e q u e s t  t h a t  a l l  Tasmanian  c a v e  s u r v e y  d a t a  b e  s e n t  
t o  S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  d a t a  s y s t e m ,  a l r e a d y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  SMAPS. Don ' t  g e t  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  Karst I n d e x  - 
t h a t  is a s e p a r a t e  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  and management o f  
d e s c r i p t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  c a v e  and k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  a r o u n d  
A u s t r a l i a .  

Any d a t a  c a n  b e  i n c l u d e d  - sump s u r v e y s  w i t h  d e p t h  guage  r e a d i n g s ,  
d a t a  f rom T o p o f i l  t y p e  t h r e a d  d i s t a n c e  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e s ,  a s  w e l l  as 
w a l l ,  c e i l i n g  and f l o o r  d i s t a n c e s ,  and even  " normal  " s u r v e y  d a t a  
g a i n e d  w i t h  S u u n t o  i n s t r u m e n t s  and a t a p e  measure  c a n  b e  d e a l t  w i t h !  

The i n v i t a t i o n  e x t e n d s  t o  a l l  clubs/groups/individuals i n  t h e  S t a t e  
and  t o  v i s i t i n g  g r o u p s  who may d o  some s u r v e y i n g  w h i l e  h e r e .  We are  
n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p i r a t e  c a v e s  o r  s u r v e y s ,  j u s t  s e t  u p  some s y s t e m  t o  
r e d u c e  t h e  amount o f  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  and  d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  c a v e  s u r v e y  
d a t a ,  and hence  e n a b l e  a more s y s t e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  f u r t h e r  c a v e  
e x p l o r a t i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  R a p i d l y  a v a i l a b l e  p l o t s  o f  t r a v e r s e s  
h a s  a l r e a d y  e n a b l e d  t h e  d i r e c t i n g  o r  r e d i r e c t i n g  of  e x p l o r a t o r y  
e f f o r t ,  t o  a c h i e v e  maximum b e n e f i t  f rom a n y  one t r i p .  The g r e a t  
a d v a n t a g e  of  t h e  s y s t e m  is t h e  r a p i d i t y  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  l i n k  many s m a l l e r  s u r v e y s  and p l o t  them as o n e .  The 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  h y d r o l o g y  o f  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y  h a s  been  g r e a t l y  
a s s i s t e d  by  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  and P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  is 
u n d e r g o i n g  similar s t u d y .  Mole C r e e k  h a s  had some i n v e s t i g a t i q n ,  b u t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a c c e s s  p r o b l e m s  have  l i m i t e d  t h a t .  

So . . .  d i g  i n  y o u r  d r a w e r s ,  u n d e r  t h e  b e d ,  o r  whe reve r  you keep  c a v e  
s u r v e y  n o t e s  and s e n d  them ( o r  c o p i e s  ) , w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of  s t a r t  p o i n t s  and s o  o n ,  t o  myself  ( 7  R u p e r t  Avenue; 
N e w  Town, T a s .  7008 ) o r  TCC (C/ -  PO Box 416; Sandy Bay, T a s .  7 0 0 5 ) .  
Cave e x p l o r a t i o n  w i l l  b e n e f i t  g r e a t l y  i f  we c a n  a s s e m b l e  a l l  
p o s s i b l e  d a t a  i n  one  p l a c e ;  t o  g i v e  a  u n i f i e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  
e x p l o r a t i o n  and mapping o f  t h e  u n d e r w o r l d  o f  Tasman ia .  

STUART NICHOLAS 

The e x p e d i t i o n  was h e l d  be tween  1 7 t h  o f  december  and 1st of  j a n u a r y  
and  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  o r g a n i s e d  by  S .  E b e r h a r d  and N .  Hume, w i t h  some 
l a t e r  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r t h c o m i n g  f rom T .  W a i l e s  and A .  C l a r k e .  
P a r t i c i p a t i n g  were s e v e r a l  members o f  t h i s  c l u b ,  two c a v e r s  f rom t h e  
S o u t h e r n  C a v e r n e e r i n g  S o c i e t y  and t h r e e  members o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  
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S p e l e o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  E i g h t  p e r s o n s  were c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  optimum 
number f o r  t e n a n c y  a t  b a s e  camp; t o  m i n i m i s e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impac t  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  p r o v i d i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  p e r s o n n e l  t o  keep  two o r  
t h r e e  teams o p e r a t i v e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Thus  e x p e d i t i o n  members were  
s p l i t  i n t o  two g r o u p s ;  t h e  f i r s t  r e s i d e n t  u n t i l  t h e  2 6 t h  of 
december ,  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  by a s e c o n d  g r o u p  who remained  u n t i l  t h e  
end ' o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  

D i v i n g  gear was u s e d  i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  p h y s i c a l l y  c o n n e c t  Bauhaus 
w i t h  Cueva B l a n c a ,  and a l s o  t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  Damper Cave ( a 
h y d r o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween  t h e  t h r e e  h a s  been  p r a v e n  f rom w a t e r  
t r a c i n g  ) .  T h i s  had t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  y i e l d  q u i t e  a l e n g t h y  s y s t e m . .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  were h a z a r d o u s  and o n l y  some t w e n t y  
m e t r e s  o r  s o  were g a i n e d  t o w a r d s  Bauhaus  f rom Cueva,  w i t h o u t  t h e  
a n t i c i p a t e d  b r e a k t h r o u g h .  T h i s  d o e s  c o n f i r m  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  be tween  
t h e  sumps i n  b o t h  c a v e s  t o  b e  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  f o r t y  m e t r e s ;  as  
i m p l i e d  by t h e  p r i o r  o v e r l a n d  s u r v e y .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  b e t t e r  
t e c h n i c a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  n e x t  t i m e  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  s u c c e s s .  A d e e p  l a k e  
s e r i e s  ( downstream Cueva ) combined w i t h  a t r o c i o u s  s i l t a t i o n ,  
f o i l e d  o u r  s e c o n d a r y  p l a n s  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  Damper. 

A l a b y r i n t h  of  newly found  d r y - p a s s a g e  ( Honey and Cream ) w i t h i n  
Damper Cave ,  h a s  a  v e r y  r e a l  c h a n c e  o f  e n t e r i n g  Cueva by  way 
of  an  a l t e r n a t i v e . C o m p u t e r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a s  s u r v e y  d a t a  w i l l  
p o i n t  t o  t h e  b e s t  method o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  and s h o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
s h o r t l y .  Damper t r a v e r s e - l i n e  d a t a  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  o u r  own 
m a s t e r  s u r v e y  of  t h e  whole a r e a ;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  f rom t h e  1974 
t r i p s  h a v i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  been  l o s t ,  t h e  c a v e  had t o  be  r e s u r v e y e d .  

The t e r m i n a l  sump i n  Damper was d i v e d ,  and a f t e r  some f o r t y  metres 
o f  c l e a r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b r o k e  i n t o  ma jo r  b o r e h o l e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  was p a c e  
and compass  s u r v e y e d  f o r  o v e r  400 metres w i t h o u t  a n y  c e s s a t i o n .  T h i s  
l a c k  of  c o n c l u s i o n ,  p l u s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Bauhaus/Cueva waters 
r e p r e s e n t  o n l y  a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  t o t a l  f l o w  i n  Damper, a r e  s u g g e s t i v e  
of a  g r e a t  d e a l  more t o  b e  found  n e x t  t i m e .  

The L o w l i f e  e x t e n s i o n  i n  Q u e t z a l c o a t l  C o n d u i t  was pushed  w e l l  
beyond t h e  t e r m i n u s  of l a s t  t r i p .  L a r g e l y  n e g o t i a t e d  by  a n  a l l - o u t  
swim, t h e  new p a s s a g e  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  a se r i e s  of  d r y  chambers  
b e f o r e  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  an  u n s t a b l e  b o u l d e r  p i l e .  Some 1100 metres was 
s u r v e y e d  f rom t h e  p r i o r  s t a t i o n ;  e x t r a p o l a t i o n s  of  which  r e v e a l  t h e  
f u r t h e s t  p o i n t  t o  be  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  s i n k h o l e  f e a t u r e s  known t o  o c c u r  
on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of E l u s i v e  B l u f f .  T h i s  t r i p  f e a t u r e d  v e r y  v a r i e d  
and e x c i t i n g  c a v i n g  and was c e r t a i n l y  one  of  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  
whole  e x p e d i t i o n .  Once a g a i n ,  t h e  f o r m e r l y  known p a r t s  o f  t h e  c a v e  
were  r e s u r v e y e d  b e c a u s e  of  u n a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  f rom t h e  1974 t r i p s .  
T o t a l  l e n g t h  of  t h e  cave  now s t a n d s  a t  some 2 . 2  k i l o m e t r e s .  

S u r f a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and u p h i l l  f rom,  Q u e t z a l c o a t l  
C o n d u i t ,  r e v e a l e d  many k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  ( s u c h  a s  t h e  s i n k h o l e s  marked 
on t h e  new 1 :25000  s c a l e  maps; t h e s e  a s  a  r u l e  b e i n g  n e s t s  o f  
heav i ' ly  b l o c k e d  d o l i n e s ) ,  b u t  o n l y  a few g o i n g  s h a f t s  ( o n e  of  t h e s e  
h a s  y e t  t o  b e  e x p l o r e d ) .  The s l o p e s  h e r e  a p p e a r  u n p r o m i s i n g  and 
s c r u b  below t h e  ma jo r  r i d g e ,  p r e v e n t  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o  E l u s i v e  B l u f f s  
e a s t e r n  s i d e .  Down on t h e  p l a i n / s l o p e  j u n c t u r e ,  Reece Cave '( 
o r i g i n a l l y  found  i n  1974 ) was r e d i s c o v e r e d  and pushed  a l o n g  a  muddy 
wal low t o  a p o s s i b l e  d i g .  A s t r o n g  d r a u g h t ,  p l u s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  
f l o w  o f  i t s  minor  s t r e a m ,  make it a  l i k e l y  c o n n e c t o r  t o  Q u e t z a l .  
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Ano the r  n e a r b y  e n t r a n c e  (PB13) found  t h i s  t r i p ,  f i n i s h e d  i n  a  
b o u l d e r  p i l e ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  d o e s  t h e  same t h i n g .  V a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  
s k i r t  E l u s i v e  B l u f f  on t h e  p l a i n  m e t  v i l e  t e a  t r e e - b a u e r a - c u t t i n g  
g r a s s ;  some p r o g r e s s  w a s  made, b u t  w i t h o u t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  r e a c h i n g  
t h e  b e f o r e m e n t i o n e d  s i n k h o l e s .  

Xymox was pushed  beyond bela L e g u s i  , t o  r e v e a l  more o f  t h i s  v e r y  
o l d  s t y l e  o f  p a s s a g e .  S i m i l a r l y  a n c i e n t  chamber-passage  o f  huge 
s i z e  ( K u k o k u  ) was found  above  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  o f  Bauhaus , and 
a p p e a r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  u n a b a t e d ;  t h o u g h  p r e c i p i t o u s  f l o o r  c o l l a p s e s  
p r e v e n t e d  a c o m p l e t e  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

S u r f a c e  e x p l o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Bauhaus r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  f i n d s ;  
PB16, P e r s e p h o n e  ( F B I ? ) ,  Xmas Cavern  (PB18) and Enone (PB19) .  
P e r s e p h o n e  h a s  an  i m p r e s s i v e  d r a u g h t ;  m i s t  w a f t i n g  o u t  o f  a large 
r i f t - s t y l e  e n t r a n c e  s h a f t .  The f i r s t  p i t c h  proved  t o  b e  60  metres 
d e e p ;  a l e n g t h  of  a n c i e n t  p a s s a g e  g i v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a " b lowho le  " i n  
t h e  f l o o r .  Two f u r t h e r  p i t c h e s  l e d  t o  some s i z a b l e  f o s s i l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  be low which  a s t reamway was e n c o u n t e r e d .  T h i s  r a n  
s e v e r a l  hundred  m e t r e s  downs t ream,  t o  a  p o i n t  where  a  h a n d p r i n t  was 
found  i n d i c a t i n g  p r e v i o u s  e x p l o r a t i o n s  f rom t h e  Bauhaus s i d e .  A 
c o n n e c t i o n  was d u l y  made and t h e  e x p l o r e r s  were  s a v e d  f rom h a v i n g  t o  
r e t u r n  b a c k  up  t h e  p i t c h e s  o f  Pe r sephone !  T h i s  and some minor  

- a d d i t i o n s  g i v e s  t h e  N e w  Order/Bauhaus/Xymox/Persephone s y s t e m ,  a 
known l e n g t h  of  some 2 . 5  k i l o m e t r e s .  

Xmas Cavern  h a s  a  m a s s i v e  e n t r a n c e ,  b e l y i n g  i t ' s  t e r m i n a t i o n  a t  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  -50 m e t r e s  f o l l o w i n g  p i t c h e s  of  25,  1 0  and 5 m e t r e s .  
Enone was s i m i l a r l y  i m p r e s s i v e ;  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s h a f t  b roken  by  p i t c h e s  
o f  20 ,  8 and 10  m e t r e s .  A s i d e  l e a d  f rom t h e  bou lde r - choked  main 
s h a f t  h e l d  a 1 5  m e t r e  p i t c h ,  f i n i s h i n g  i n  a p i l e  o f  r u b b l e .  Both  o f  
t h e s e  c a v e s  were  s u r v e y e d  and it a p p e a r s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  are 
f e e d e r s  t o  u p s t r e a m  P e r s e p h o n e .  No p h y s i c a l l y  p a s s a b l e  c o n n e c t i o n  
seems  f e a s i b l e ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  

To t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  Bauhaus  area,  were f o u n d ;  A ikea  (PB21) ,  Gap ing  
G r i n  Cave (PB22) and PB23. A i k e a  is a m a s s i v e  s h a f t ;  1 0  - 15 metres 
i n  d i a m e t e r  ( v i s i b l e  on a e r i a l  p h o t o s  i n  f a c t !  , d r o p p i n g  t o  a 
v e g e t a t e d  f l o o r  a t  -35 metres. Though undescended  d u e  t o  t i m e  
c o n s t r a i n t s ,  a  b o r e h o l e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  was v i s i b l e  e x i t i n g  f rom 
u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  e a s t e r n  h e a d w a l l .  A s c a l e d  p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  c a v e  
upon t h e  m a s t e r  s u r v e y ,  l o c a t e s  it d i r e c t l y  above  t h e  downstream 
p a s s a g e  of  Bauhaus .  P i l e s  o f  b o n e s ,  u p p e r  l e v e l  aven  deve lopmen t  and 
t h e  l o s s  o f  d r a u g h t  h a l f  way down t h e  downstream s e c t i o n  o f  Bauhaus ,  
c o r r e s p o n d s  w e l l  w i t h  a n  h y p o t h e s i z e d  e n t r y  p o i n t  f o r  Aikea.. 

Nearby ,  Gaping  G r i n  Cave p r o v e d  t o  b e  a l a b y r i n t h  o f  p a s s a g e s ,  one  
of  which g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a d r a u g h t i n g  15+ metre p i t c h .  A l though  
undescended  d u e  t o  t h e  same r e a s o n s  as above ,  i t  may w e l l  c o n n e c t  t o  
Bauhaus a l o n g  a  l i n e  o f  a n c i e n t  u p p e r - l e v e l  b o r e h o l e  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  
t h e  l a t t e r s  e n t r a n c e  chamber ;  n o t a b l y  f rom an  u n a t t a i n a b l e  l e a d  
u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  New O r d e r  s h a f t .  D i t t o  f o r  PB23, which  h e l d  a howl ing  
d r a u g h t  a t  a  wide l e d g e  o v e r l o o k i n g  a 30  metre p i t c h ;  a l s o  
u n e x p l o r e d .  

. ' E x t e n s i v e  f a u n a 1  s u r v e y s  were u n d e r t a k e n  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  
c a v e s  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d .  A s s e s s m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  a 
l o n g  t e r m  c o n c e r n ,  b u t  a l o n g  w i t h  computer  t r e a t m e n t  and drawing-up  
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of unde rg round /  o v e r l a n d  s u r v e y  d a t a ,  s h o u l d  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g  i n  a  
more d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  be  i s s u e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  The c l o s e  of  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g e n e r a l  
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  l e a v e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  r e m a i n i n g .  Number-tags were 
p l a c e d  on t h e  v a r i o u s  c a v e s  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  d a t e .  Along w i t h  t h r e e  
t a p e d  c a v i n g  r o u t e s  ( p u r p o s e l y  o b s c u r e d  f rom t h e  ma jo r  b u s h w a l k i n g  
t r a c k  by  a b u f f e r  zone  ) ,  t h e s e  were  t h e  o n l y  e v i d e n c e _  o f  o u r  
p a s s i n g .  

The u n e x p l o r e d  l e a d s  a l l u d e d  t o  a b o v e ,  s t r o n g l y  beckon u s  t o  r e t u r n  
l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  by wha teve r  method it r e q u i r e s  f o r  u s  $0 get  t h e r e .  
Our s i n c e r e s t  g r a t i t u d e  is e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  Lands ,  P a r k s  and W i l d l i f e  
S e r v i c e  f o r  t h e i r  s a n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n .  

NICK HUME 

G '  DOWN THE H O W  ( P a r t  1 ) 

We i n i t i a l l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  have  a s e m i - s l a c k  c r u i s y  s o r t  o f  a d a y  
u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  of  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e - l o c a t e  Rainbow Cave and a few 
o t h e r  un-named h o l e s  i n  a  s m a l l  v a l l e y  o u t  t h e  back  of W e s t f i e l d  
Road. On t h e  d r i v e  up  t o  Maydena, p e o p l e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  i n  v a r i o u s  
s t a t e s  o f  d i s r e p a i r  commensurate  w i t h  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  n i g h t s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The s e n s e s  were  a l e r t  enough  however ,  t o  n o t i c e  some 
u n f o r t u n a t e  house  owner w a t c h i n g  h i s  house  b u r n  t o  t h e  g round  a c r o s s  
t h e  r i v e r .  The s c e n e  was a d e q u a t e l y  summed up by S t e f a n ' s  
e x c l a m a t i o n  . . . . .  E x c e l l e n t !  

A s  we n e a r e d  Maydena t h e  w e a t h e r  n a t u r a l l y  worsened ,  and by t h e  t i m e  
w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  w e  wan ted ,  it w a s  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  
d i s g u s t i n g .  We q u i c k l y  changed  and w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e g r e e  o f  
t o r p i d i t y  i n s t i l l e d  by s u c h  w e a t h e r ,  w e  p roceded  t o  l o c a t e  Rainbow 
Cave w i t h  t h e  view of a s s e s s i n g  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d i v i n g .  We 
s t a r t e d  by l o c a t i n g  Rainbow's  s m a l l  v a l l e y  and headed d o w n h i l l  f rom 
t h e  r o a d .  A f t e r  w a l k i n g  a s m a l l  l o o p  which l a n d e d  u s  back  a t  t h e  
c a r s ,  w e  f ound  t h e  e n t r a n c e  which  w a s  o n l y  a s t o n e s  t h row away f rom 
t h e  r o a d .  

Rainbow is a f r i e n d l y  l i t t l e  c a v e  t a k i n g  a small s t r e a m  v i a  a  n a r r o w  
r i f t  which  is open t o  t h e  s k y  f o r  f i f t e e n  m e t r e s  o r  s o .  The 
p l e a s a n t  n a r r o w  meande r ing  s t reamway c o n t i n u e s  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  m e t r e s  t o  a r a t h e r  u n i n v i t i n g  s m a l l  muddy sump. 
A f t e r  a  s h o r t ,  b u t  u n s u c c e s s f u l  g r o v e l  h e r e  and t h e r e  t o  a t t e m p t  a  
d r y  b y - p a s s ,  n o s e s  were  s n o o t e d  up  i n  t h e  a i r  and w e  e x i t e d  t o  t h e  
r a i n .  

Upon o u r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a r ;  S t e f a n  and I were a g h a s t  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
t h e  w e a t h e r  had g o t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  Rolan and A d r i a n n e ,  who were 
a l r e a d y  changed  and wa l lowing  i n  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  a  d r y  c a r .  A f t e r  a 
q u i c k  c o n f e r e n c e  and a  b i t e  t o  e a t ,  S t e f a n  and I p r o c e e d e d  u p - v a l l e y  
f rom t h e  r o a d  w i t h  t h e  v i ew  o f  r e - l o c a t i n g  J F  228 which had a l e a d  
l e f t  unpushed by m e  some t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o .  However, w i t h i n  m i n u t e s  
o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  r o a d  we happened upon X 32  which is one  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  
of  c a v e s  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  by S .C .S  some y e a r s  a g o .  

The s h o r t  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s  a p p e a r s  t o  have  had a  r e a s o n a b l e  amount of  
t r a f f i c  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I n d e e d  I remember h a v i n g  looked  a t  t h e  c a v e  
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myse l f  some y e a r s  a g o .  The p r e v i o u s  e x t e n t  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  had 
r e v e a l e d  a v e r y  small stream t h a t  meanders  between s e v e r a l  small t o  
medium s i z e d  chambers  f o r  f i f t y  t o  s i x t y  metres e n d i n g  i n  a  small 
r o c k p i l e .  T h e r e  is however ,  an  u p p e r  l e v e l  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a se r i e s  
o f  s m a l l  s a n d  f i l l e d  chambers  s p o r t i n g  a  h o s t  o f  v e r y  o l d  and d r y  
d e c o r a t i o n .  

We d e t e c t e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i m i t s  of  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a t  a 
p o i n t  j u s t  above  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  r o c k p i l e .  I n  t h i s  " f i n a l "  
chamber t h e r e  is  a v e r y  n a r r o w  l e a d  which s w a l l o w s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  

S t e f a n  a t t e m p t e d  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  o r  s o  c h i p p i n g  and d r a u g h t .  
hammering a  way t h r o u g h  b u t  t o  no  a v a i l :  I n  t h e  meant ime I had 
n o t i c e d  a c o u p l e  of  small h o l e s  i n  t h e  f l o o r  which a p p e a r e d  t o  l e a d  
b a c k  down t o  t h e  stream l e v e l .  

Upon S t e f a n s  r e t u r n  w e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and found  t h e  way on t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  small h o r i z o n t a l  stream p a s s a g e  i n t e r s p a c e d  w i t h  
s m a l l  r o c k p i l e s .  The p a s s a g e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n  f o r  150-200 
m e t r e s  o r  s o  u n t i l  a more ma jo r  r o c k p i l e  w a s  r e a c h e d .  About f i f t e e n  
m i n u t e s  and a  few g r u n t s  l a t e r  we emerged on t h e  o t h e r s i d e  t o  f o l l o w  
t h e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a n o t h e r  f i f t y  t o  s e v e n t y - f i v e  
m e t r e s .  Then t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  q u i c k l y  i n c r e a s e d  u n t i l  
we found  o u r s e l v e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  a  ma jo r  s t reamway v e r y  
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  P o r c u p i n e  P o t  s t r e a m .  

F e e l i n g  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  o u r s e l v e s ,  w e  u t t e r e d  t h e  s e c r e t  T.C.C 
w a r c r y  and r a n  down t h e  s p a c i o u s  s t reamway l i k e  a p a i r  o f  m i s p l a c e d  
v i k i n g s  . Along t h e  way were  i m p r e s s i v e  p a t c h e s  of  p r i s t i n e  
d e c o r a t i o n  comparab l e  t o  p a r t s  o f  Welcome S t r a n g e r .  About s e v e n t y  
metres down, t h e  stream b i f u r c a t e s  w i t h  t h e  main s t r e a m  f l o w i n g  
s t r a i g h t  ahead  and t h e  s m a l l e r  stream t o  t h e  l e f t ,  which  u l t i m a t l e y  
f l o w s  u n d e r  an  i m p e n e t r a b l e  r o c k  p i l e .  The main f l o w  c o n t i n u e s  f o r  
a n o t h e r  t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  m e t r e s  and f l o w s  u n d e r  a f l o w s t o n e  c o a t e d  
r o c k p i l e  on a bend i n  t h e  s t r eamway .  F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  a s m a l l  
t r i c k l e  f l o w s  i n t o  a  t i g h t e r  p a s s a g e  b l o c k e d  by y e t  a n o t h e r  
r o c k p i l e .  

J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  " f l o w s t o n e  bend" S t e f a n  n o t i c e d  a s t e e p l y  a s c e n d i n g  
p a s s a g e  ( j u s t  a b o u t  v e r t i c a l  a c t u a l l y )  which  o f f e r e d  t h e  hope o f  a 
b y p a s s  t o  t h e  r o c k p i l e .  However, d u e  t o  t h e  exposed  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
c l i m b  and o u r  d w i n d l i n g  s u p p l y  o f  t i m e ,  we d e c i d e d  t h a t  it  ,would 
have  t o  w a i t  f o r  a f u t u r e  t r i p .  

Upon o u r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w e  had a b r i e f  l o o k  u p s t r e a m .  
The p a s s a g e  h e i g h t  n a r r o w s  down t o  n e a r  sump d i m e n s i o n s  a f t e r  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  metres. S t e f a n  made a b r i e f  v e n t u r e  beyond 
t h i s  p o i n t  r e t u r n i n g  s o a k e d ,  and r e p o r t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  
t h a t  it s t i l l  g o e s  b u t  i t ' s  t o o  h o r r i b l e  f o r  t h e  p s y c h e  t o  h a n d l e  a t  
t h i s  stage o f  t h e  d a y .  

So w e  b e a t  a h a s t y  r e t rea t  t o  t h e  car ,  and emerged o n l y  t h i r t y  
m i n u t e s  la ter  t o  f i n d  Rolan  and A d r i a n n e  r e a d i n g  n e w s p a p e r s .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  be tween  u s ,  S t e f a n  and I managed t o  make t h e  i n t r e p i d  
newspape r  p e r u s e r s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  e n v i o u s  o f  o u r  d i s c o v e r y .  

THE w i t h  T r e v o r ,  N ick ,  S t e v e ,  Ro lan ,  Mar tyn  ( P a r t  2  ) 

T h i s  t r i p  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t o  show t h e  above  p a r t y  what  a l l  t h e  f u s s  
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w a s  a b o u t ,  and  a l s o  of c o u r s e ,  t o  p u s h  t h e  u p s t r e a m  and downs t ream 
l e a d s  men t ioned  above .  The f e a t u r e s  which  make t h i s  c a v e  s o  
a t t r a c t i v e  a r e  most  n o t a b l y  its c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  r o a d ,  and t h e  
f ac t  t h a t  it r e q u i r e s  n o  g e a r .  

On t h e  way i n  we had t o  l o o k  t w i c e  d u r i n g  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  t h r o u g h  one  
o f  t h e  b o u l d e r  p i l e s  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  we made r e a s o n a b l y  s h o r t  work of  
r e a c h i n g  t h e  main s t reamway i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

Whi le  Rolan  and Nick  l i n g e r e d  i n  t h e  u p s t r e a m  a r e a  t a k i n g  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  p r o c e e d e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c l i m b  
men t ioned  e a r l i e r .  Upon c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n  t h e  exposed  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
c l i m b  p r o v e d  t o  be  even  more h a i r y  t h a n  w a s  f i r s t  a n t i c i p a t e d .  
Rolan  j o i n e d  u s  l a t e r  and u l t i m a t e l y  came t o  t h e  same c o n c l u s i o n .  
S t e f a n  however ,  d i d  r e t u r n  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  and managed t o  s c a l e  t h e  
c l i m b  o n l y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  it d i d n ' t  g o  a f t e r  a l l .  

T r e v o r  and myse l f  d e c i d e d  t o  have  a l o o k  a t  t h e  u p s t r e a m  l e a d  
b e f o r e  w e  d e p a r t e d .  T h i s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  most  u n p l e a s a n t .  F o r  o n c e ,  
T r e v ,  w a s  r e a l l y  j u s t i f i e d  i n  e x c l a i m i n g  "EEEEE, t h i s  is j u s t  l i k e  
c a v i n '  i n  Englund"!  The l e a d  b a s i c a l l y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a v e r y  low and 
e x t r e m e l y  w e t  c r a w l ,  i n t e r s p e r s e d  by  a c o u p l e  o f  n e a r  d u c k s . ,  The 
p r o l o n g e d  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  prompted  u s  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  
a w e t s u i t  would p o s s i b l y  be  needed  f o r  a l e n g t h y  p u s h .  I e s t i m a t e d  
t h a t  w e  c r a w l e d  a b o u t  s i x t y  t o  e i g h t y  m e t r e s  w i t h  no  end i n  s i g h t  
b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  r e a l l y  c o l d .  One s l i g h t l y  d i s c o u r a g i n g  
s i g n  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  l i t t l e  o r  no  d r a u g h t .  However 
t h i s  r e m a i n s  t h e  o n l y  o b v i o u s  p o s s i b l e  l e a d  t o  t h i s  newly d i s c o v e r e d  
m a j o r  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m .  

A s p e e d y  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  t h e  car s a w  smiles and  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  s i g n s  
o f  c o n t e n t m e n t  which were i n d i c a t i v e  of  a n  e n j o y a b l e  t r i p .  

MARTYN CARNES 

a s E a s t  C o a s t :  The G r a y  - El-t K a r s t  A r a  

Mount E l e p h a n t  is s i t u a t e d  some 7 k i l o m e t r e s  s o u t h  east  o f  S t . M a r y s .  
The moun ta in  is a  f l a t - t o p p e d  mass o f  h o r i z o n t a l  s e d i m e n t a r y  s t r a t a  
p r o t e c t e d  b y  a  c a p p i n g  o f  d o l e r i t e  ( Hughes,  T . , 1 9 5 7 ,  L-stone in 

) .  The g e o l o g i c a l  s h e e t  ( L a u n c e s t o n  SK 5.5-4 ) i n d i c a t e s  a 
c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l  band o f  Permian  l i m e s t o n e  w i t h  a r e l i e f  o f  l e s s  t h a n  
40  metres, on t h e  s l o p e s  of  M t .  E l e p h a n t ,  a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  be tween  400 
and 600 metres a . s . 1 .  The d e p o s i t  is  t r a v e r s e d  by  t h e  Tasman Highway 
a t  Gray  and E l e p h a n t  P a s s .  W h i l s t  o u t c r o p s  o f  Permian  l i m e s t o n e  are  
w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h e r e  are o n l y  a  few 
l o c a l i t i e s ,  s u c h  as h e r e ,  Maria I s l a n d  and p o s s i b l y  a l s o  W a t e r f a l l  
Bay, where  c a v e s  a r e  known t o  e x i s t .  

Our v i s i t  t o  t h e  a r e a  was i n s p i r e d  by Bob Mesibov,  a  b i o l o g i s t  
s t u d y i n g  t h e  Onycophora;  commonly c a l l e d  p e r i p a t u s  o r  v e l v e t  worms. 
The Onycophora  are a small g r o u p  o f  i n v e r t e b r a t e s  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d i e s .  They have  been  d e s c r i b e d  v a r i o u s l y  
as  " m i s s i n g  l i n k s  " and " l i v i n g  f o s s i l s  " .  M t .  E l e p h a n t  happens  t o  
b e  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  a r e m a r k a b l e  new s p e c i e s  o f  b l i n d ,  
w h i t e  p e r i p a t u s .  The o n l y - o t h e r  known i n c i d e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  are f rom 
caves at T a b l e  Cape i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  The p l a n  w a s  t o  see i f  w e  c o u l d  
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f i n d  any  of t h e s e  b e a s t s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c a v e s  a t  M t .  E l e p h a n t .  

The o n l y  c a v e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  KIULS~ Index is 
" B o t t o m l e s s  P i t  " ( G-X 1 ) ,  some 20 metres d e e p  and 50  metres i n  
l e n g t h  t h a t  TCC a p p a r e n t l y  e x p l o r e d  i n  1964 .  A l though  t h e  e x a c t  
l o c a t i o n  of  t h i s  h o l e  r e m a i n s  a m y s t e r y ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  Bob 
Mesibov,  l o c a l  c a v e r  B i l l  Hardman and J e f f  o f  S t .  Marys Youth 
H o s t e l ,  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a  few o t h e r  c a v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
d u r i n g  o u r  t r i p  i n  August  1988 .  A r t h u r  C l a r k e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  some 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  r e g i o n .  A d e s c r i p t i o n  and s k e t c h  map o f  e a c h  
o f  t h e  c a v e s  is p r o v i d e d  be low.  P l e n t y  of  bugs  were s e e n ,  b u t  no  
c a v e - d w e l l i n g  p e r i p a t u s .  

ed  Cave:  M ~ D  l ( Gray  049920 ) 
T h i s  c a v e  is an  i n t e r m i t t e n t  f l o o d - o v e r f l o w  e f f l u x  e x p l o r e d  f o r  some 
35  metres o f  c r a w l i n g .  No end w'as r e a c h e d  and t h e  p a s s a g e  w a s  h a l f  
f u l l  of  water a t  t h e  f u r t h e s t  p o i n t .  The e n t r a n c e  is l o c a t e d  a t  
c i r ca  460  metres a . s . 1 .  i n  a f e e d e r  o f  L i t t l e  Beach C r e e k  on " 
E l e p h a n t  Farm " p r o p e r t y .  The c a v e  is i n  a c l i f f  f a c e  l e s s  t h a n  50  
metres f rom where  t h e  t h e  c r e e k  c r o s s e s  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  b e d s  as a  
w a t e r f a l l .  Nearby i n  t h e  same c l i f f l i n e  a r e  a number o f  o t h e r  minor  
h o l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s m a l l  s w a l l e t  and an  i m p e n e t r a b l e  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  
t h e  same w a t e r s  ( ? ) .  

MAP 1 
CAVE ON MT ELEPHANT 

? sketch of plan 

Aug. '88 

N --* crawl 

P o t :  M ~ D  2 ( Gray  024905 ) 
B i l l  Hardman g a v e  u s  c o p i e s  o f  two t r i p  r e p o r t s  d e s c r i b i n g  p r e v i o u s  
d e s c e n t s  o f  Rum P o t .  The f i r s t  is of  a TCC ( n o r t h e r n  b r a n c h  ) t r i p  
by F .  C .  Brown and B .  W i r n a l  i n  1965 .  Acco rd ing  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  t h e  
h o l e  had been  e x p l o r e d  a t  l eas t  twice p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  f o r a y .  The 
s e c o n d  r e p o r t  r e f e r s  t o  a t r i p  i n  1979 when Hardman and  N .  A l l e n  
d e s c e n d e d  t h e  c a v e .  I n  t h e i r  r e p o r t  is men t ion  o f  t h e  r o t t i n g  
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r e m a i n s  of  a  wooden l a d d e r ,  t h a t  had a p p a r e n t l y  been  u s e d  many y e a r s  
p r e v i o u s l y  t o  r e a c h  an  u p p e r  l e v e l  p a s s a g e .  An empty rum b o t t l e  w a s  
a l s o  e v i d e n t !  

R u m  p o t  is l o c a t e d  b e s i d e  t h e  Tasman Highway, 6 . 9  k i l o m e t r e s  f rom 
S t .  Marys S c h o o l  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d s  E l e p h a n t  P a s s .  On t h e  r i g h t  hand o f  
t h e  r o a d  is a small " c a r  p a r k  " area,  and t h e  c a v e  l i e s  less  t h a n  
100  metres i n t o  t h e  b u s h ;  i m m e d i a t e l y  downs lope  on t h e  c r e s t  o f  a  
r i d g e  s i t u a t w e d  betyween two g u l l i e s .  A f u n n e l - s h a p e d  l e a d s  i n t o  a 
p i t c h  o f  r o u g h l y  17 m e t r e s .  A t  t h e  b o t t o m  is an  e l o n g a t e d  chamber 
t h a t  h o l d s  l i t t l e  hope of  f u r t h e r  c o n t i n u a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  t h e  
v a g u e  p r o s p e c t  o f  d i g g i n g  away some b l o c k s  a t  i ts  lower  e n d .  Some 6 
metres up  f rom t h e  f l o o r  is a  h o r i z o n t a l  i n l e t  p a s s a g e  ( The Rum 
P a s s a g e  ) which was f o l l o w e d  f o r  circa 2 5  m e t r e s  w i t h o u t  coming t o  
an  e n d .  

MAP 2 

RUM POT 

crawl: 25m 

l t e r  Cave: M ~ D  3 ( Gray 017904 ) 
6 . 3  k i l o m e t r e s  f rom S t .  Marys S c h o o l  t o w a r d s  E l e p h a n t  P a s s  is a  d i r t  
r o a d  on t h e  r i g h t ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a house  and s h e d s  ( Reubenach f a m i l y  ? 
. S h e l t e r  Cave is a  t i n y  swallet  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  head of  a  s m a l l  
v a l l e y  b e n e a t h  a  w a t t l e  t r e e ,  and s u r r o u n d e d  by  b l a c k b e r r i e s .  T h i s  
is a b o u t  50 m e t r e s  f rom t h e  house  on t h e  l ower  s i d e  of t h e  r o a d ,  and 
a t  r o u g h l y  t h e  same c o n t o u r  l e v e l .  The e n t r a n c e  is  a  s p a c i o u s  o v e r  
hang formed i n  t h e  o v e r l y i n g  muds tone .  P e n e t r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  
l i m e s t o n e  be low,  is a  d e s c e n d i n g  p a s s a g e  c o n t a i n i n g  t a l u s .  A d r a u g h t  
is p r e s e n t  i n  an  a p p a r e n t  c o n t i n u a t i o n .  However, d i g g i n g  would b e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o c e e d  f u r t h e r .  
S h e l t e r  Cave is ment ioned  i n  t h e  1965  t r i p  r e p o r t  by Brown and 
W i r n a l .  Acco rd ing  t o  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  t h e  c a v e s  name was d e r i v e d  f rom 
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t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it  had been  u s e d  a s  a r e f u g e  f rom b u s h f i r e s  50  y e a r s  
p r e v i o u s l y .  H o r i z o n t a l l y  l a i d  wooden p l a n k s  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
may be  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  its u s e  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  

MAP 3 
SHELTER CAVE 

'U/ sketch of 

Aug. '88 
sect ion 

The t h r e e  c a v e s  d e s c r i b e d  above  are n o t  t h e  o n l y  a n e s  known t o  e x i s t  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  B i l l  Hardman p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  a  t y p e d  l is t  o f  e i g h t  
c a v e s ;  two of  which a p p e a r  f rom t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  g i v e n  t o  b e  Rum P o t  
and S h e l t e r  Cave .  I a m  n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  B i l l  compi l ed  t h e  list him 
s e l f ,  o r  i f  i t  came from s o m e ' o t h e r  s o u r c e .  A t  a n y  r a t e ,  h o p e f u l l y  
he  w i l l  n o t  mind i f  it is r e p r o d u c e d  more o r  l e s s  v e r b a t i m  be low.  
The s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  c a v e s  6 ,  7  and 8 ,  was a p p a r e n t l y  a  
Mrs. Sumner, and i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e y  have been  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
f i r s t - h a n d .  G r i d  r e f e r e n c e s  re fer  t o  t h e  TASMAP " Break  O'Day " 
s h e e t .  

1. N ;  5 3 9 1 . 8  , W ;  6 0 2 . 6  
Fo l low c r e e k  up  u n t i l  w a t e r  d i s a p p e a r s ,  f l o w i n g  f rom n o r t h  s i d e  
o f  bank f rom u n d e r  scree. P o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c a v e  b u t  much s c r e e  w i l l  
need  t o  b e  moved. Water  f l o w  s u b s t a n t i a l .  No c a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  know 
n  f rom h e r e .  

2 .  N ;  5392 .7  , W ;  6 0 2 . 6  
Water f l o w s  o u t  of h i l l  h e r e .  B e s t  t o  a p p r o a c h  from t h e  n o r t h  , 
o v e r  t h e  s a d d l e ,  and t h e n  f o l l o w  d r y  c r e e k  down u n t i l  w a t e r  
a p p e a r s .  Cave h a s  two e n t r a n c e s ,  w i t h  a s u b s t a n t i a l  f l o w  f rom t h e  
e a s t e r n  o n e .  The two e n t r a n c e s  j o i n  a b o u t  3 m e t r e s  i n s i d e ,  and it 
is p o s s i b l e  t o  c r a w l  f o r  a t  leas t  1 0  m e t r e s ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  a b o u t  
2  metres a t t e m p t e d  s o  f a r  d u e  t o  w a t e r  and s p i d e r s .  Water h a s  
s i n c e  been  d r a i n e d  and c a v e  awaits e x p l o r a t i o n .  No c a v e  
p r e v i o u s l y  known h e r e .  

3 .  N ;  5 3 9 2 . 8  , W ;  6 0 2 . 7  
The o r i g i n a l  owner o f  t h e  l a n d  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h i s  
l e g e n d a r y  " m i l e  l o n g  " c a v e  a b o u t  60  - 70 y e a r s  a g o .  I t  is 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d .  S t a r t  f rom s a d d l e  and t h e  c a v e  e n t r a n c e  is i n  
a d e p r e s s i o n  a b o u t  7 0  m e t r e s  e a s t  o f  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  a 
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s u b s t a n t i a l  d e p r e s s i o n  h a s  been  formed by  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  a 
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c a v e .  E n t r a n c e  o n l y  p a r t l y  e x c a v a t e d  a t  p r e s e n t ,  
and much more d i g g i n g  is n e e d e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  
t h a t  h a s  been  p a s s e d  down; t h e  e n t r a n c e  d e s c e n d s  s t e e p l y  f o r  a 
d i s t a n c e  and t h e n  it is n e c e s s a r y  t o  wa lk  t h r o u g h  w a t e r  a b o u t  50 
c e n t i m e t r e s  d e e p ,  t o  a p o i n t  where  water f l o w i n g  f rom f u r t h e r  up  
t h e  c a v e  d i v i d e s  and f l o w s  t o  n o r t h  and s o u t h .  S o u t h e r n  f l o w  

3 p o s s i b l y  l e a d s  on t o  c a v e  2 .  

7 
4 .  N ;  5 3 9 0 . 5  , W ;  6 0 2 . 2  

Rum P o t  ( ? ) 

5 .  N ;  5 3 9 0 . 4  , W ;  6 0 1 . 7  
S h e l t e r  Cave ( ? ) 

6 .  Near t o  N;5389 , W ;  602 
A c a v e  h e r e  somewhere which w a s  f i l l e d  i n  by  t h e  l andowner .  
A p p a r e n t l y  had some s t a l a c t i t e s .  S o u r c e ;  Mrs. Sumner ( t o l d  a b o u t  
it by a n  o l d  f e l l o w  b e f o r e  he  d i e d  ) .  

7 .  Near t o  N ;  5 3 8 9 . 5  , W ;  6 0 3 . 5  
L a r g e  c a v e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  down v a l l e y  h e r e  somewhere.  A p p a r e n t l y  
had s t a l a c t i t e s .  S o u r c e ;  Mrs. Sumner ( t o l d  a b o u t  i t  by 
g randmothe r  ) . 

8 .  Near t o  N; 5 3 8 9 . 5  , W ;  6 0 3 . 2  
S m a l l  h o l e  w i t h  l a r g e  d r a u g h t  f rom i t ,  somewhere h e r e .  Never been  
e x p l o r e d .  S o u r c e ;  Mrs. Sumner. 

STEFAN and ROLAN EBERHARD 

a s h  I n  G r o w l l n e g  

P a r t y ;  T o n i ,  B e l i n d a ,  Ra lph  and Lew 

" Take  u s  c a v i n g  " w a s  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  s e n t  u s  o f f  on an  o t h e r w i s e  
p e r f e c t l y  b r i l l i a n t  and sunny  d a y .  B e l i n d a  and Ra lph  were v i s i t i n g  
f rom Weste rn  A u s t r a l i a ,  and Ton i  a l s o  had n o  i d e a  what was i n  s t o r e .  
So a  l e i s u r e l y  j a u n t  t h r o u g h  Growl ing  S w a l l e t  seemed t h e  b e s t  way o f  
i m p r e s s i n g  them.  

Wi th in  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c a v e ,  one  of  t h e  TCC m y s t e r y  
lamps c a r k e d  i t  ( what a r e  t h e y  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  p r o d u c e  l i g h t ?  )!  The 
i n t r e p i d  fou r some  pushed  on r e g a r d l e s s ,  t o  a  p o i n t  a b o u t  t h r e e  
q u a r t e r s  o f  a k i l o m e t r e  f rom t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  c a r s  a f t e r  t h i s  e p i c ;  memories  o f  glow-worms 
and f l o o d  d e b r i s  we re  i n d e l i b l y  e t c h e d  on t h e  minds  of  t h e  newcomers 
Comments l i k e ;  "Amazing",  " I ' m  s t u f f e d " ,  "Why?" and "Take m e  home" 
were  h e a r d ,  s o  a n  ad jou rnmen t  t o  R u s s e l l  F a l l s  w a s  made f o r  more 
r e l a x a t i o n .  Worthy of  n o t e  was t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  upon t h e  g u i d e  o f  
h a v i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t a k i n g  a g r o u p  o f  " f i r s t - t i m e r s  " 
u n d e r g r o u n d .  I t  was an  e x p e r i e n c e  beyond words ,  b u t  n o t  e n t i r e l y  
t h a n k l e s s .  

LEW MITCHELMORE 
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TCC Annual G e n e r a l  Meeting Wednesdan Z & h J k ~ h  

B e  t h e r e ,  t o  be aware ........ T h i s  c lub  has  been a v e h i c l e  f o r  
much s p e l e o l g i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  S t a t e .  Hajor cave d i s c o v e r i e s  
are be ing  made by us ;  w e  have cons ide rab le  e x p e r t i s e  (much 
gleaned ove r seas )  and gear t o  enab le  cav ing  t o  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  
s a f e l y ;  w e  p u b l i c i s e  c u r r e n t  e x p l o r a t i o n s  and d i v e r s e  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
w e  t r a i n  t h o s e  new t o  t h e  s p o r t  and i n s t i l  i n  them t h e  importance 
of k a r s t  and its conse rva t ion ;  w e  c o n s t i t u t e  a p r o f i c i e n t  group 
capable  of s u s t a i n e d  and t e c h n i c a l  cave-rescue; w e  c e n t r a l i s e  
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e / s u r v e y  d a t a  w i th  computer t r ea tmen t  ......... and 
much, much more. 

I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  c l u b  is impor tan t  and dese rves  t h e  suppor t  of your 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  t o  be  held  a t  t h e  forthcoming AGM. 
We need a s t r o n g  committee w i l l i n g  t o  promote cav ing  t r i p s  and 
even t s ;  motivated people  t o  ensu re  t h a t  t h e  c l u b  p r o s p e r s  r a t h e r  
than j u s t  s u b s i s t s .  Clubs  of whatever f l a v o u r  f a c e  t h e  ever-  
p r e s e n t  danger of go ing  s ta le ,  because of t o o  few people  t a k i n g  
on t o o  much of t h e  workload. Don't l e t  t h i s  happen t o  TCC; come 

...... a long  and get involved be ing  organised is h a l f  t h e  fun  
anyway and simply winge-ing never  does  anyone any good. J u s t  be 
t h e r e  ........ ! Where ........ ? Wheatsheaf1 at 8 .30~11  s h a r ~ -  

1 2 t h  HARCH ........... GROWLING SWALLET; a  l e i s u r e l y  wade t h r o u g h  
t h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  s t r e a m  c a v e ,  s u i t a b l e  f o r  anyone who d o e s n ' t  
mind a b i t  o f  w a t e r .  We m i g h t  " s q u e e z e "  t h r o u g h  beyond Refuge  
#Wen as w e l l  . . . . . . p  hone Nick Hume on ( 0 0 2 )  25  1934 .  

........... 1 9 t h  MARCH MILK RUN; a v e r t i c a l  c a v e r s  d e l i g h t .  I n  
f a c t ,  one  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  o n e s  a t  1 d a . B a y . S t a r t  p r a c t i c i n g  y o u r  SRT 
now, as a  b i t  o f  rope-work is d e f i n i t e l y  needed  on t h i s  
o n e  . . . . . . . . . . . p  hone Trevor  Uailes on ( 0 0 2 )  34 4862 .  

2 4 t h  t o  2 7 t h  HARCh e x t e n d e d  ......... JUDDS CAVERN; some$hing t o  
r a v e  o v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  AGM l a t e r  t h a t  week. A huge s t r e a m  c a v e  t o  
e x p l o r e  a t  t h e  end o f  a 3-4 hou r  w a l k .  R e q u i r e s  camping as w e l l  
a s  c a v i n g  g e a r ,  j u s t  t o  make l i f e  a b i t  more i n t e r e s t i n g !  Worth 
s t a y i n g  on a few d a y s  as some d i v i n g  w i l l  b e  g o i n g  on a t  t h e  same 
time . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  phone S t e f a n  Eberhard on ( 0 0 2 )  29  3775 .  

........................... PLUS .......................... 
. . . . . .  FRIDAY'S t h r o u g h  HARCH, f rom 4 p m  onwards  SRT PRACTICE a t  

F ruehau f  Q u a r r y .  L e a r n  a n d / o r  p o l i s h  up  on y o u r  p r u s s i k i n g  
s k i l l s ;  u s i n g  t h e  c l u b s  SRT r igs  i f  you d o n ' t  have  y o u r  own. A 
good c h a n c e  t o  s t a r t  . . . . . . . . . . . . p  hone Nick Hume on ( 0 0 2 )  25  1934. 

SPELEO SPIEL 1989 PHOTOGRAPHIC CALENDARS- t h e r e  are s t i l l  some 
h e l d  i n  s t o c k .  I f  you want  s p a r e s  f o r  g i f t s ;  back  of t o i l e t  
d o o r s ;  e t c ,  s e n d  $ 3 . 0 0  ( p o s t a g e  p a i d )  t o  t h e  c l u b  mail box .  An 
a b s o l u t e  bargain!!!!!!!!  Be q u i c k  t h o u g h .  




