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EDITORIAL 

Does t h i s  look f a m i l i a r ? ?  I t  ought t o . . .  F.or this l s s u e  o f  our 
esteemed rag  we ' re  back t o / w i t h  the  ( a l l  t o o )  f a m i l i a r  key s t r o k e s  o f  
t he  e d i t o r  o f  o l d . .  . N i c k ' s  c l a i m i n g  over-work o r  under-work o r  
something so I ' v e  taken on the  e d l t l n g  agaln  t o r  one o r  two l ssues .  

By t he  t lme t h i s  l s s u e  h l t s  t he  s t r e e t s ,  t he  AGM w l l l  have come and 
gone, w l t h  ~ t s  a t t endan t  elections and assoc la ted  o f f l c l a i  a c t l v l t l e s ,  
discussions (bun f l g h t s !  ) and so on. I t  would appear t h a t  we a r e  a t  
some k i n d  o f  watershed w l t h  regard  t o  TCC s  involvement w i t h  t he  
Australian Speleological Federa t lon .  The ASF 1s certainly n o t  w l t h o u t  
~ t s  problems, l n  particular those assoc la ted  w l t h  fund lng  and 
communication w l t h  t h e  membershlp I n  genera l ,  two l n t e r l l n k e d  Issues .  

However, most groups, c l u b s  and so on a r e  seen t o  have s l m l l a r  
problems. A t  t h e  most recen t  ASF Conference h e l d  l a s t  summer, I 
understand some resolutions were made reqard lng  f ee  s t r u c t u r e s  and the  
News le t te r  o r g a n l s a t l o n  whlch promlse t o  alleviate the  d l f t l c u l t i e s  
perceived by t he  genera l  membershlp o f  the  Federa t lon .  More 
l n to r rna t i on  on t he  changes w l l i  be t o  hand s h o r t i y  and no tes  regarding 
these ma t te rs  w l l l  appear I n  Speleo S p l e l .  

Un a  l e s s  d l v l s l v e  t o p l c ,  TCC 1s go lng through somethlng o f  a  boom on 
the  new member scene. A t  a  recen t  meetlng yours  t r u l y  d l d n ' t  know a  
i a r y e  percentage of  t h e  bodies t o  be found I n  t h e  back room o f  t he  
Wheatsheaf H o t e l .  What does t h l s  l nd l ca te ' ?  Speculation on such 
s u b j e c t s  I w l l l  leave t o  the  reade r !  Anyway, l t s  g r e a t  t o  see renewed 
l n t e r e s t  i n  t he  v a r l o u s  f a c e t s  o f  s e l f  abuse r e q u l r e d  t o  discover, 
exp lo re  and document t h e  dark and fo rbod lng  wor ld  beneath our  f e e t ,  
f o l l o w i n g  somethlng o f  a  slump I n  t h e  c l u b ' s  membershlp d u r l n g  t h e  
l a s t  year o r  so. 

S t u a r t  N l cho las  

DON'T FORGET - ALL SUBSCRlPTIONS NOW DUE: No money => no S p i e l !  

$25  f u l l  membership; $30 f a m i l y ;  $18 j u n i o r / S p i e l / s t u d e n t  
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THE WOULD UNDER THE WORLD (AS WE KNOW I T ! )  
-p- - -- - -- - --p ( o r ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  News) 

Seems l l k e  r a s s i e  i s  n o t  go ing  t o  g e t  t h e  w o r l d ' s  deepest cave p r i z e  
t h i s  year. . . .  Things a r e  definitely on t h e  down and down i n  t h e  race  
t o  prove J u l e s  Verne r l g h t  o r  wrong. The December 1988 e d i t i o n  o f  NSS 
News from t h e  USA r e v e a l s  t h a t  Mexico i s  t h e  p lace  t o  go f ~ r  some o f  
l i f e ' s  lower exper iences!  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  Mexican caves a r e  now deeper 
than -1000m w i t h  t h e  pace o f  exploration and discovery be ing r a t h e r  
more than f r e n e t i c .  Sotano de Ocotempa i n  Puebla has been pushed t o  
1041m b u t  w i l l  go t o  1063m when two Be lg lan  d iscovered  h ighe r  
ent rances a r e  t i e d  l n t o  t he  survey.  T h i s  system i s  now be ing c a l l e d  
Slstema Ocotempa. Nearby, t he  Be lg ians  pushed a new cave t o  a  
repo r ted  1 1 S O m .  w h l l e  an American e x p e d i t i o n  t o  an area sou th  o f  
Huaut la  pushed Cueva Cheve t o  1038m. A p o s i t i v e  dye t r a c e  has been 
recorded between Sistema Huaut la  and a resurgence about 1650m lower 
than the  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i n  S-H and lOkm sou th  o f  t h e  Sotano de San 
August ln  en t rance  t o  t h e  system ..... Th ls  resurgence i s  n o t  t h e  one 
expected t o  be t h e  o u t f l o w  o f  Slstema Huaut la .  

Two years  ago t h e r e  were 22 caves deeper than 1000 metres - now t h e r e  
a re  32. 

The w o r l d ' s  deepest l i s t  ( a s  compi led by Mark Minton a t  Dec. 1988):  

Reseau Jean-Bernard, France, 1535m 
Vjaches lav Pan t j ukh in ,  USSR, 1465m 
Sima de l a s  Puer tas  de I l l a m i n a ,  Spain, 1408m 
Sistema d e l  Trave, Spain, 1381 
Snieznaja  Pieszcziera-Mezhonnogo, USSR, 1370m 
Sistema Huaut la,  Mexico, 1353 

Reseau de l a  P i e r r e  Sa in t -Mar t in ,  France/Spain,  1342 
Gou f f re  Berger-Reseau Rhododendrons, France, 1241 
V l a d i m i r  I l j u k h i n ,  USSR, 1220 

Batmanhohle, A u s t r i a ,  1219 

And now f o r  a  r e a l l y  up t o  d a t e  t r i p  r e p o r t  ..... 

Cvclops Po t  13 June, 1987 (yes ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ! )  

Present :  Steve Bunton ( T C C ) ,  J im B lyde  ( a  mate o f  Mark W i l s o n ' s )  
( H i l l s  Speleo C lub ) ,  and another Steve ( a  mate o f  J i m ' s ) .  

Whoever exp lo red  Cyclops had a one-eyed approach t o  cave r i g g i n g  ... 
p u t  i n  a  b o l t !  So a f t e r  read ing  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g g i n g  on t h e  
second p i t c h  "3m t r a c e  t i e d  back t o  a  $2 RP and a rebe lay  ..." we p u t  
i n  a  b o l t .  U n l i k e  t h e  generous persons be fo re  us  we d i d n ' t  l eave  t h e  
hanger on i t .  

The cave seems s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  b u t  T r e v o r ' s  a p p r a i s a l  came i n  t h e  f ~ r m  
o f  advice.. .  "Don ' t  underate  i t ! "  We d i d !  

Four p i t c h e s ,  no problems. R igg ing  t h e  back-up be lay  around t h e  
chockstone f o r  t he  f l r s t  p i t c h  i s  t h e  c rux  - i t  i n v o l v e s  g e t t i n g  a  
c r i c k e d  neck and a scraped nose!  The r e s t  o f  t h e  cave i s  b r i l l i a n t ,  
though t h e  i n t e r i o r  deco ra t i ng  leaves a  l o t  t o  be des i red .  I d a  Bay 
g l u g  j u s t  d e e s n ' t  f i t  i n  w i t h  superb ly  v e r t i c a l  f r e e  hanging p i t c h e s  
and g e o m e t r i c a l l y  designed ............ a r t i s t l c  wank. 
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1-t took 6 hours. We were knackered a t  t he  end o f  i t  most l y  due t o  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  o u t  o f  t he  r i f t  a t  t he  t op  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  I made use o f  
Queen Elizabeth's 62  b i r t h d a y  h o l i d a y  t o  wash my t r o g  s u i t  a t  a  
l e i s u r e l y  pace and then i t  r a i n e d  f o r  a  week and I c o u l d n ' t  d r y  t h e  
s i l l y  t h l n g .  Cav lng 's  t h e  p i t s ! !  A t  I d a  Bay anyway.... 

Stephen Bunton 

ONE FINE DAY 9 December, 1988 

An "as i s  where i s "  a r t i c l e . . . . . . .  

ILL had f a u l t e r e d  I n  ~ t s  a t tempts  t o  go cav ing .  The weather was t o o  
n l c e .  S te fan  and Bunty a lmost  managed ~t w i t h  a  c l i m b  on the  Organ 
Plpes whlch was described as " c l ean  & subter ranean" ,  b u t  t h e  d a y ' s  
entertainment d i d n ' t  s t o p  there .  So I n t e n s e  was t h a t  good f e e l l n g  o t  
satisfaction, t h a t  I f e l t  moved t o  p l c k  up a  h i t c h  h l k e r  on t h e  way 
down t h e  Huon Road below Fern Tree. T h l s  f e l l o w  looked l i k e  a  day 
walker o r  p o s s l b l y  a  t o u r l s t .  That warm l n n e r  glow blossomed t o  f u l l  
blown self-righteousness and I h a p p l l y  c h a t t e d  t o  hlm about h l s  
a f f a l r s .  He was from Sydney, he oozed a i r  o f  out-of-townness. I n  
f a c t  he t a l k e d  c o s t  o f  l i v l n g ,  house p r i c e s  and had j u s t  bought a  
b lock  o f  land  a t  Fern Tree and was down f o r  t h e  weekend t o  check i t  
ou t .  I thought  "He must be g u l l i b l e ! "  and then perhaps "He 's  n o t  t oo  
bright!". F i n a l l y  he asked what we d l d  f o r  a  l l v l n q  and S te fan  
prompt ly  r e p l i e d  " I ' m  a b i o l o q i s t  and h e ' s  teacher . " .  Teaching f i r e d  
h l s  imag ina t i on  and he tu rned  t h e  conve rsa t i on  towards the  prospect  o f  
teach lng  I n  Tass ie  f o r  a  career .  ( "Boy,  he must be gullible!") 
Ste fan  g o t  o u t  and I ran  t h e  hitchhiker up t o  t h e  Youth Hos te l ,  my 
mlnd s t l l l  f r a n t l c  f o r  a  way t o  c r e a t e  some m lsch le f  when he dropped 
h l s  guard and I selzed the  opportunity ... "So, what have you people 
been do lng  f o r  t h e  day?" I looked a t  my s t l l l  taped hands a l l  d l v t l e d  
and f rayed ,  b l ood led  knuck les.  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  my pen-kn l fe  arid w a s  
qo lng  t o  c u t  t he  tape o f f  a t  home. I r e p l l e d  "We've been d l g g l n g  
U e v l l s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  n e s t s  and photographing them f o r  t he  day." .  "oh!  0 

he s a l d ,  "So t h a t  e x p l a l n s  t he  p l a s t e r s  on your hands1" .  I nodded 
"Yes". 

Steve Bunton 
(The Nasty L l t t l e  Man...) 

DRAMA I N  DWARROWDELF.... 9 January, 1989 

VSA: Mark ?, Gavin ?, T i m  ?; TCC: Martyn Carnes. 

Upon receiving a phone c a l l  f rom t h e  above VSA p a r t y  i n d l c a t l n g  that- 
they were very  keen t o  do some more cav ing  a f t e r  t he  PE t r l p  I 
suggested t h a t  a  t r i p  t o  Dwarrowdelf would be good. And so t he  r lex t  
morning we grabbed a combinat ion o f  TCC & USA rope and g o t  o f f  t o  a  
moderately l a t e  s t a r t .  

When we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Quar r y  Road we chanced upon a meetlny w l t h  a  
group o f  MSS (Sydney) cavers  who were p repa r i ng  f o r  a  t r l p  t o  Cauldron 
Pot .  They had appa ren t l y  been down here f o r  a few days t o u r l s t l n g  I n  
O w l  Pot ,  Welcome St ranger  and Growling. A f t e r  r e l a t l n g  t o  them the  
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l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o l t s  on t h e  t r a v e r s e  o f  t he  f i n a l  p i t c h  i n  Cauldron, 
I o f f e r e d  t o  show them t h e  t u r n o f f  on t he  KD t r a c k  as b o t h  p a r t i e s  
were ready t o  leave  t h e  c a r s  a t  t h e  same t ime.  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  MSS boys a t  t h e  t u r n o f f  we continued on t o  t he  
Dwarrowdelf t r a c k  t o  d l scove r  an annoylng amount o f  t r e e  f a l l  over  t h e  
t r a c k ,  indicating t h e  need f o r  some t r a c k  work i n  t he  f u t u r e .  I made 
t h e  mls take  o f  wearing my f i b r e p i l e  u n d e r s u l t  on t he  walk i n  and 
consequent ly a r r i v e d  a t  t he  ent rance ext remely  h o t  and bothered.  

The r i g g i n g  proceded smoothly down t o  t he  head o f  t he  second l a s t  
p l t c h  where I deemed t h a t  i t  was about t ime t h e r e  was a b o l t  p u t  I n  t o  
keep i t  l l n e  w l t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  the  p l t c h e s .  ( I t  r e a l l y  needed one - 
honest . )  A t  t h e  head o f  t h e  l a s t  p l t c h  we had a kno t  t y l n g  d l s p l a y  
cour tesy  o f  Mark and myse l f .  I had j u s t  read I n  a  book how t o  t l e  a  
f i gu re -o f -8  on t h e  b l g h t ,  t h e  n l g h t  be fo re ,  t o  enable us t o  r l g  a  Y 
be lay on t he  b o l t s  p laced t h e r e  by A1 War l l d  a  couple  o f  years  ago. 
Mark suggested t h a t  he cou ld  vaguely remember an e a s l e r  way t o  t l e  t h e  
knot . . .  I t  can be q u l t e  messy due t o  t he  l e n g t h  o f  rope r e q u l r e d  f o r  
t h e  kno t .  However i t  was wor th  t he  e f f o r t  because we e v e n t u a l l y  ended 
up w ~ t h  a  n e a t + s a f e + a d ~ u s t a b l e  Y be lay  t h a t  a l l o w s  you t o  hang the  
rope where you want. 

I s t i l l  ma in ta in  t h a t  t h i s  l a s t  67m p i t c h  i s  one o f  t h e  bes t  t o  be 
found i n  Tas - b e a u t i f u l  shape, t e x t u r e ,  l e n g t h  e t c .  

Once a t  t h e  bottom, we a l l  de-r lgged and went o f f  i n  search o f  t he  K D  
sumps 1 and 2 w i t h  t he  intention o f  ~ n v e s t i g a t l n g  t he  d raugh t lny  
r o c k p i l e  repo r ted  by Rolan some years  ago. We c l imbed up t o  t h e  l e f t  
o f  t he  f i r s t  sump and i n t o  t he  wel l -worn d rauqh t i ng  passage. Th i s  
passage i s  o f  c r a w l i n g  dimensions and con t inues  f o r  some d i s t a n c e  
meandering i n  and o u t  o f  a  l a r g e  r o c k p i l e .  A f t e r  a  s u i t a b l e  amount of  
c r a w l i n g  and g r o v e l l i n g ,  Mark and I decided t o  head back and m a k e  a  
s t a r t  up t he  p i t c h e s  t o  avo ld  unnecessary w a i t l n g  around. Gavin 
decided t o  poke around a w h i l e  longer  w h i l e  T i m  decided t o  f o l l o w  Mark 
and mysel f .  

When Mark s t a r t e d  up t he  rope I heard him m u t t e r i n g  something about 
t h e  rope hav ing moved and him g e t t i n g  wet. I a l s o  n o t i c e d  t h a t  he was 
t r y i n g  t o  keep over t o ' t h e  l e f t  ( t o  l i t t l e  a v a i l )  t o  avo id  g e t t i n g  
wet. When l t  was my t u r n  t o  ascend I t r i e d  t he  same, wondering what 
cou ld  have happened t o  cause t h e  rope t o  move so f a r  under t h e  water.  
The h ighe r  I reached, t he  g r e a t e r  t h e  f l o w  o f  water became. When I 
reached t h e  t o p  t he  water was l i t e r a l l y  pounding my head so much t h a t  
i t  took a  moment o r  two t o  see Mark s tand ing  up t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  
p i t c h  i n  o rde r  t o  g a i n  r e s p i t e  from t h e  deluge. By now t h e r e  were no 
p r l z e s  f o r  r - e a l i s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  must have been a l o t  o f  r a i n  t o  cause 
t h i s  amount o f  water .  The n e x t  p i t c h  looked even w e t t e r ,  and as we 
were a l l  soon t o  d i scove r ,  i t  was. 

The p l a n  was t o  p u l l  a l l  t he  rope o u t  o f  t h e  cave i n  one leng th .  
Gavin was the  l a s t  up t he  p i t c b  and when we t r i e d  t o  p u l l  t h e  rope up, 
we d iscovered t o  our h o r r o r  t h a t  i t  was snagged. Wi th  a  t on  o f  
f r e e z i n g  c o l d  water  pour ing  on your head, t h i s  was n o t  go ing  t o  be 
easy t o  r e c t i f y .  I looked across a t  T i m  who had been f a i r l y  slow 
coming up the  l a s t  p l t c h  and saw t h a t  he looked q u i t e  c o l d  and 
apprehensive. I n  view o f  t he  s i t u a t i o n  I suggested t h a t  we leave  t h e  
cave r i g g e d  and j u s t  g e t  t he  h e l l  o u t  as q u i c k l y  as poss ib le .  Gavin 
con t inued  o u t  f i r s t .  T i r n  f o l l owed  and was momentar i ly  overwhelmed by 
t he  water on t h e  n e x t  p i t c h .  Mark gave him some v e r b a l  encouragement 
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enab l i ng  him t o  con t inue .  I headed o u t  l a s t  behind Mark and was by 
t h i s  t lme f e e l i n g  q u i t e  c o l d  a f t e r  a  long w a i t .  7he nex t  p i t c h  was 
d i s y u s t l n g l y  wet and by t he  t ime I reached t h e  t op  my t a ~ e  wa5 t ? e a r l y  
t o t a l l y  numb. T l m  was f e e l i n g  t he  p i n c h  w i t h  t he  c o l d  and so progress 
out ot t he  cave wds f a i r l y  slow. Only t he  3 r d  and f o u r t h  p i t c h e s  were 
r e l a t l v e l y  d r y ;  the  r e s t  were r e l a t l v e l y  wet. We a l l  emerged on the  
su r face  a f t e r  about e l g h t  and a  h a l f  hours underground t o  c l e a r  b l u e  
s k y .  7 he l a s t  t r aces  o f  t h e  downpour had disappeared. 

W e  made f a i r l y  s h o r t  t ime o f  t h e  walk back t o  t he  c a r ,  r e v e l l i n g  i n  
the  new sensa t ion  o f  n o t  be ing pounded by f r e e z i n g  c o l d  water .  I t  
wasn ' t  long be fo re  we began wondering how the  MSS guys were go ing i n  
Cauldron Pot.  Upon our a r r i v a l  back a t  t h e  cars ,  as I had h a l f  
expected, t h e r e  was no s i g n  o f  them. I decided t h a t  i t  would n o t  be a  
good l dea  t o  go i n t o  Cauldron l ook ing  f o r  them. For  one th l r i q  we were 
f a i r l y  t i r e d  ours leves  and they cou ld  j u s t  be slow b u t  o the rw ise  OK.  

4s they had mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  they were s t a y i n g  a t  t he  N a t i o n a l  
Park caravan s i t e ,  I declded t o  c o n t a c t  t he  Park Manager, who 
l n c l d e n t l y  i s  a l s o  t he  Ranger. My cont ingency p l a n  went something 
l i k e  t h l s :  l f  t h e  MSS boys were NOT seen t o  be a t  t h e  caravan park by 
t he  Ranger I n  t he  mornlng, he would 'phone me l n  Hobart  and a  rescue 
would be organised. I a l s o  l e f t  a  n o t e  on t h e  MSS Landcru lser  
i n fo rm inq  them o f  my p lans  and instructing them t o  con tac t  t he  Ranger 
when they g o t  o u t  t o  avo ld  a  f a l s e  rescue c a l l o u t .  We spent about an 
hour t r a c k l n g  down t h e  Ranger on t h e  way home. 1 a r r l v e d  home a t  
around m ldn lgh t  and went t o  bed hoping t h a t  t h e  MSS people w o u l d n ' t  be 
forced t o  spend the  n l g h t  I n  t he  cave. 

A t  around 9.30am t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning, I r ece l ved  a  c a l l  f rom t h e  
Ranger informing me t h a t  they were s a f e l y  o u t  o f  t he  cave. They d l d  
however encounter  problems w l t h  t h e  water l e v e l s  and d i d n ' t  reach t h e  
s u r f a c e  u n t l l  midnight. I t  was w i t h  a  l a r g e  s i g h  o f  r e l l e f  t h a t  1  
re l ayed  t h i s  message t o  S t u a r t  whom 1  had p laced on standby the  
p rev ious  n i g h t .  

L a t e r  on t h a t  week, Gavln graciously re tu rned  t o  t h e  cave w l t h  Lew and 
a  w e t s u i t  t o  de- r lg .  They were soaked once agaln  f o r  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  
as t h e  water l e v e l s  were s t i l l  h l g h  due t o  f u r t h e r  r a l n  d u r i n g  t h e  
week. 

Martyn Carnes 

NIAGARA POT 

John S a l t  and Martyn Carnes 

John rang t o  i n f o r m  me t h a t  he was down on h o l i d a y  f o r  a  week o r  so 
and was keen t o  do some cav lng.  As t h e r e  wasn ' t  much new s t u f f  on t h e  
go I beyan t o  rummage amongst c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  my mind no rma l l y  bes t  
l e f t  unmentioned, i n  t h e  hope o f  coming up w i t h  an o l d  c l a s s i c  which 
may be wor th  pushing. Dec is ions  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  a re  r a t h e r  l i k e  
dec id ing  which o l d  movie t o  re-watch o r  what reco rd  t o  p lay .  I had 
o n l y  been down Niagara once and d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have a  good enough look 
around a t  t h e  bottom, so .... Niagara i t  was. 

The walk i n t o  t h i s  cave i s  r e a l l y  q u l t e  long  and ted ious  t a k i n g  c l o s e  
t o  an hour. The t r a c k  passes c l o s e  t o  t he  ent rance o f  Cauldron Pot  
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which I showed t o  John on t h e  walk i n .  Niagara c o n s i s t s  o f  a  r a t h e r  
s q u a l i d  streamway which drops v i a  a  s e r i e s  o f  6 s h o r t  p i t c h e s  t o  a  
depth o f  approx imate ly  150m. As t he  name suggests, some o f  these 
p i t c h e s  a r e  q u i t e  wet. 

The f i n a l  28m p i t c h  drops i n t o  a  chamber o f  moderately l a r g e  
dimensions. A l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  s u r f a c e  d e b r i s  i s  t o  be found i n  t h i s  
area. Together w i t h  t h e  presence o f  s p i d e r s  and glowworms ( a t  t h e  
head o f  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h )  suggest a  more d i r e c t  ent rance t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  
t h e  cave. 

A f t e r  dropping through a  h o l e  i n  t h e  t a l u s  p i l e  c l o s e  t o  where another 
smal l  stream drops i n ,  I found t h e  t r unk  passage t h a t  connects a  
s e r i e s  o f  medium t o  l a r g e  chambers which a r e  very  s i m i l a r  t o  p a r t s  o f  
t he  new ex tens ion  i n  JF341. I n  t h e  l a s t  o f  these chambers t h e r e  i s  a  
l a r g e  t a l u s  p i l e  which h a l t s  progress approx. 20m down where a  sma l l  
stream e n t e r s  and f l o w s  l n t o  t h e  t a l u s .  I t  i s  however p o s s i b l e  t o  
squeeze through i n t o  t h e  very  uns tab le  bou lder  p i l e  t o  a  p o i n t  where a  
very  sma l l  h o l e  f o l l o w s  s o l i d  rock down almost  v e r t i c a l l y .  Upon 
t r y i n g  t o  en la rge  t h i s  h o l e  by removing c e r t a i n  o f f e n d i n g  rocks ,  I 
discovered t h a t  t he  whole bou lder  p i l e  t h a t  I was wedged upon v l b r a t e d  
w i t h  d i s c o n c e r t i n g  v i gou r  d u r i n g  t h e  gardening process. Not w ish ing  
t o  exchange t h e  l a s t  l e t t e r  o f  my C h r i s t i a n  name f o r  an " R "  and become 
a Mar t y r ,  I decided t h a t  d i s c r e t i o n  should become t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  
va lou r  and r e l u c t a n t l y  r e t r e a t e d .  I say r e l u c t a n t l y ,  because the re  
was an e n t i c i n g  draught  t h a t  was a t  t h a t  s tage  b rea th ing  ou t .  I n  
r e t r o s p e c t  I do t h i n k  i t  cou ld  be wor th  a  f u r t h e r  push w i t h  a  hand l l ne  
f o r  s a f e t y  measure i n  o rder  t o  avo id  p l a c i n g  pressure on loose  rocks  
on t h e  cl imb. o u t  because i t  i s  q u i t e  t i g h t .  

Having decided t h a t  t h i s  was enough f o r  t h e  day, we re tu rned  t o  t h e  
bottom o f  t h e  f i n a l  p i t c h  where we brewed a  cup o f  c o f f e e  on John 's  
s tove  be fo re  heading ou t .  The o n l y  i n c i d e n t  o f  n o t e  on t h e  t r i p  o u t  
was t h a t  my l i g h t  decided t o  d i e  which was q u i t e  annoying - e s p e c i a l l y  
on t h e  wet p i t c h .  A l l  t h i n g s  cons idered,  i t  was a  r a t h e r  en joyab le  
t r i p  which i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  most p e o p l e ' s  low o p i n i o n  o f  t h i s  cave. 

Martyn Carnes 

DRIBBLESPIT SWALLET (JF15) 

Exp lana t ion :  

D r i b b l e s p i t  S w a l l e t  was d iscovered  i n  t h e  1970 ' s  a t  t h e  t ime  when t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  Junee area f o r  deep caves was becoming apparent .  The 
66m ent rance s h a f t  was descended on ladders ,  b u t  t h e  cavers  i n v o l v e d  
were n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c i t e d  by what they saw a t  t he  bottom. A t  t h a t  
t ime t h e r e  were p l e n t y  o f  o t h e r  caves t o  e x p l o r e  anyway. 

I n  more r e c e n t  years  D r i b b l e s p i t  was again  descended, t h i s  t ime u s i n g  
SRT. A d raugh t i ng  squeeze was noted as worthy o f  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n .  
The second o f  two f u r t h e r  t r i p s  s a w  t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
hammered open and two p i t c h e s  beyond were descended. The n e x t  t r i p  
(March 1988) succeeded i n  ex tend ing  t h e  cave t o  a  dep th  o f  around 
-160m, w i t h  a  coup le  o f  leads remain ing t o  be pushed. 

I n  June 1988 I went back t o  D r i b b l e s p i t  i n  t h e  company o f  Mark Bawn o f  
NZSS and Steve Keenlys ide o f  SUSS. D r i b b l e s p i t  was s t i l l  r i g g e d  from 



SPELEO SPIEL 
A p r i l ,  1989 ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE.., 

Page 7 

t h e  p rev lous  t r i p  and Steve and I headed s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  bottom w h i l e  
Mark f o l l owed  maklng a  survey as he went. (Mark ' s  t o p o f l l  survey 
reached as f a r  as t h e  sma l l  t unne l  above t h e  second l a s t  p i t c h  and the  
f i n a l  s t a t l o n  1s marked w l t h  a sheet  o f  waterproof  survey paper.)  A t  
t he  f a r  end o f  cave I descended a s h o r t  p i t c h  u s i n g  Steve ~ammed i n  
t h e  r l f t  a t  t he  t o p  as an anchor f o r  t he  rope. I t  was d l s a p p o i n t l n g  
t o  f i n d  t h a t  no c o n t l n u a t l o n  l a y  a t  t h e  bottom. The cave was der igged 
d u r i n g  t he  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  sur face .  

Loca t i on  d e s c r i p t i o n :  

Fo l l ow  t h e  Khazad-dum t r a c k  f rom t h e  end o f  t h e  Junee Road, pas t  t h e  
t u r n o f f  t o  Cauldron Po t ,  t o  t h e  Dwarrowdelf t u r n o f f .  Proceed towards 
Dwarrowdelf ,  c ross ing  t h e  KU d r y  v a l l e y ,  b u t  branch o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  
be fo re  a c t u a l l y  reach ing  t he  Dwarrowdelf d o l l n e .  Head u p h i l l  t o  t h e  
l l n e  o f  c o n t a c t  between t h e  l imes tone  and t h e  o v e r l y i n g  rock ,  w h i l e  
t r a v e r s i n g  around i n  t he  d i r e c t i o n  o f  KD ( i e  away from Dwarrowdel f ) .  

A number o f  s h a f t  ent rances and a l a r g e  c i r c u l a r  depression on rough ly  
t h e  same con tour  l e v e l  as D r l b b l e s p l t  a re  passed s h o r t l y  be fo re  t h e  
ent rance o f  t h e  l a t t e r  1s reached. A l a r g e  f a l l e n  l o g  and manferns 
tend t o  obscure t he  en t rance  i f  viewed from t h e  d o w n h l l l  s i de .  I t  
c o n s i s t s  o f  a  sha l low b u t  vertical-walled d o l i n e  and t h e r e  1s  an 
l d e n t i f y l n g  meta l  t ag  (JF13) f i x e d  on the  w a l l  a t  t he  bottom. 

P i t c h e s  : 
(NB. On the  survey:  P = p i t c h ,  R = rope hand l ine ,  C = c l i m b . )  

A hand l i ne  i s  u s e f u l  f o r  c l i m b i n g  i n  and o u t  o f  t he  d o l i n e .  
Var ious n a t u r a l  be lays  and r e d i r e c t i o n s  were used t o  r i g  t h i s  
p i t c h  d u r l n g  t h e  recen t  t r i p s .  I t  has two d i s t i n c t  sec t i ons :  
an i n i t i a l  20m drop t o  a  comfor tab ly -s ized  ledge, j u s t  below 
which is a f u r t h e r  ledge/a lcove t h a t  precedes the  main p a r t  o f  
t h e  s h a f t .  A long l e n g t h  o f  tape o r  seve ra l  t r a c e s  may be 
u s e f u l  t o  be lay  from a l a r g e  shoulder  o f  rock a t  t he  second 
l edge. 

A s h o r t  drop immediate ly  beyond t h e  squeezes; can be 
handl ined i f  necessary. 
There a r e  two b o l t s  on t he  l e f t  w a l l  ( f a c i n g  down t h e  cave ) .  
One i s  on a  r i b  o f  rock a t  rough ly  ches t  l e v e l  and the  o t h e r  
i s  f u r t h e r  o u t  on t h e  w a l l  o u t  over  t h e  s h a f t .  A "Y" hang 
may be r i g g e d  from the  b o l t s .  

P i t c h  i s  immediately beyond a sideways squeeze. 

There i s  a  b o l t  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  low passage a t  t h e  
edge o f  t h e  drop,  w i t h  a  f u r t h e r  b o l t  on t he  l e f t  w a l l  seve ra l  
metres f u r t h e r  down and w e l l  o u t  over  t he  s h a f t  ( w i l l  p robably  
be hard t o  r e l o c a t e ) .  
P7 

NB. B o l t s  r e f e r  t o  8mm T e r r i e r  anchors ( s p i t s ) .  No hangers were l e f t  
on t h e  b o l t s .  

Conclusions 

D r i b b l e s p l t  1s a  surprisingly demanding cave f o r  i t s  depth. lhose 
cavers  who en joy  t he  more t e s t l n g  t r l p s  may f i n d  i t  t o  t h e i r  l l k l n q .  



SPELEO SPIEL 
A p r i l ,  1989 PLL SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE... 

Page 8 

For o the rs ,  however, D r i b b l e s p i t  has l i t t l e  t o  recommend i t .  The mud, 
f r i a b l e  rock ,  squeezes and awkward r i f t s ,  tend t o  exceed what normal 
cavers  cons ider  t o  be w i t h i n  t h e  bounds o f  reasonableness. 

Never the less,  t h e r e  i s  one t h i n g  t h a t  may e v e n t u a l l y  tempt cavers  back 
t o  D r i b b l e s p i t .  Th i s  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  connect ing i t  t o  
Khazad-dum. Not t h a t  a  connect ion would be l i k e l y  t o  make K D  deeper, 
b u t  D r i b b l e s p i t  as a  f o u r t h  ent rance t o  t h e  system would add t o  t h e  
a l ready  cons ide rab le  number o f  r o u t e s  t h a t  may be used i n  descending 
and ascending KD. 

A t  t h e  end p o i n t  o f  D r i b b l e s p l t  t h e r e  a r e  two leads:  one i s  a  b l i n d  
s h a f t  t h a t  was descended on the  most r e c e n t  t r i p ;  t h e  o the r  i s  a 
narrow r l f t  t h a t  con t inues  h o r i z o n t a l l y  beyond the  t o p  o f  t h e  b l i n d  
s h a f t .  The r i f t  becomes p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more c o n s t r i c t e d  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  
progress i s  ex t remely  arduous, i f  n o t  imposs ib le .  I t  i s  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  however, t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  draught  t h a t  blows through t h e  
r i f t ,  the  d i s t a n t  r e v e r b e r a t i o n  o f  f a l l i n g  water may be de tec ted .  
Given t h a t  D r i b b l e s p i t  i s  l oca ted  between the  ent rances o f  Dwarrowdelf 
and Khazad-dum, t he  water heard i s  presumably t h a t  i n  t he  KD streamway 
somewhere above the  f i n a l  p i t c h  t h a t  leads t o  t he  bottom chamber. An 
over land  survey between the  r e s p e c t i v e  ent rances t h a t  would a l l o w  
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  be p l o t t e d  w i t h  reasonable accuracy has n o t  
been accomplished, b u t  t he  assumption t h a t  D r i b b l e s p i t  i s  ve ry  c l o s e  
t o  KD seems reasonable. A concer ted e f f o r t  w i t h  hammer and c h i s e l  o r  
t he  use o f  exp los i ves  would probably  be r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  
cc~nnec t l o n  . 

Rolan Eberhard 

Er-rat-a -- Speleo S p i e l  245  

- 1 tte M u 1  l e r  '52 a r t i c l e  which appeared i n  Descent +V78 & #80 was f  l r s t  
publ.~.shed ~ t - 1  Spelunca and t h l s  a r t l c l e  1s a  d l r e c t  translation. 

- Stepher1 Runton has bottomed Gou f f re  Berger,  t h e  o n l y  TCC member t o  
have d o n e  so a l though he wasn ' t  a TCC member nor  r e s l d e n t  o f  t he  s t a t e  
a t  t l l d t  t ime. Gou f f re  Berger 1s 3 r d  deepest cave I n  France behind 
Jean Rernqr-d and PSM. 

Y E S  f o l k s ,  t h a t ' s  r l q h t .  Trevor and Sue p l u s  t h e  W a l l e t t e s  a re  moving 
house. No lonqer  w i l l  t h a t  w e l l  known Dynnyrne residence be the  
c e n t r e  o f  many and v a r l e d  a c t l v i t l e s  associated w l t h  underground 
a c t l v l t l e s .  7he e n t i r e  shebang 1s  movlng "down t h e  coun t r y "  t o  an 
e s t a t e  ~n the v l c l n l t y  of  Kingston, south o f  Hobart .  No doubt t he re  
w l l l  be a house wkrmlng a t  some stage - s t a y  tuned f o r  more news. 

I n  o rder  t h a t  cav lng  gear w l l l  s t i l l  be reasonably r e a d l l y  available, 
pendlng t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  a  more permanent arrangement, an l n t e r l m  
arrangement has been fo rmu la ted  such t h a t  those r e q u l r l n g  gear should 
phone Nlck  Hume a t  home (251934) w l t h  t h e r r  requirements and a l l  w l l l  
be organised. Magic r e a l l y ,  and i t  even should  work! 
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