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EDITORIAL 

S e v e r a l  months  ago  t h e  c l u b  r e c e i v e d  a  g r a n t  f rom t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  
R e c r e a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  'sum of  $300 .  Moneys a r e  s o u g h t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f rom 
t h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  t o  h e l p  a s s i s t  i n  replacement/refurbishment c o s t s  
f o r  t h e  c l u b  g e a r  s t o r e :  n o t a b l y  f o r  c a v i n g  l a m p s ,  h e l m e t s ,  l a d d e r s ,  
c a v i n g  and b e l a y  r o p e s ,  e t c .  Most of t h e  u s a g e  t h e  g e a r  r e c e i v e s  is 
i n  s u p p l y i n g  s c h o o l s ,  w i l d e r n e s s  g r o u p s ,  y o u t h  s c h e m e s ,  non-c lub  
g r o u p s  g u i d e d  by  TCC p e r s o n n e l ,  o u r  own p r o v i s i o n a l  members, and t o  
members o f  o t h e r  c l u b s  s h o r t  on equ ipmen t .  

The c o s t s  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  s u c h  a g e a r  s t o r e  is c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  and t o  
a c h i e v e  t h i s  a n y  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  is v e r y  g r a t e f u l l y  r e c e i v e d .  
P a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  v i e w  of  t h e  s m a l l  numbers o f  a c t i v e .  c a v e r s  w i t h i n  
t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  c a n  b r i n g  t o  b e a r  t h r o u g h  
membership f e e s .  

I n  r e c e n t  years,  TCC h a s  been  t h e  o n l y  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  
c a v i n g  g e a r  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  f o r  g r o u p s  s u c h  as s c h o o l s ,  e t c .  
The c o s t  t o  t h e s e  b o d i e s  o f  s u p p l y i n g  t h e i r  own gear c o u l d  i n  no  way 
b e  j u s t i f i e d  by them; t h e  amount n e c e s s a r y  b e i n g  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  
t h o u s a n d s  of  d o l l a r s .  Hence,  t h e  c l u b  c a n  v e r y  j u s t i f i a b l y  claim t o  
b e  p r o v i d i n g  a v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  t o  y o u t h  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  community, 
and n o t  j u s t  t o  c a t e r i n g  f o r  c a v e r s .  

I n  v iew o f  t h i s ,  it is r a t h e r  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
o t h e r  c a v i n g  c l u b  i n  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  S t a t e  r e c e i v e d  a g r a n t  f rom 
t h e  same a u t h o r i t y  amoun t ing  t o  $700. T h i s  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  t h e  
form o f  an  establishment g r a n t ,  t o  a s s i s t  t h a t  c l u b  i n  g e t t i n g  a 
few lamps t o g e t h e r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  t o  r e l y  on u s .  They 
o r i g i n a l l y  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  same s i z e d  g r a n t  as  we r e c e i v e d ,  b u t  were  
l a t e r  c o n t a c t e d  by  someone i n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
would p r e f e r  t o  ra i se  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  amount t o  $700.  I t s  a  p i t y  
t h a t  TCC w e r e n ' t  o f f e r e d  a  s i m i l a r  o p t i o n .  

V a r i o u s  members o f  t h i s  c l u b  have p u t  i n  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t i m e  and 
e f f o r t  o v e r  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t o  expand t h e  c l u b s  g e a r  l e n d i n g  s e r v i c e  
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f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  s u p p l y i n g  y o u t h  g r o u p s ,  and  t o  f o s t e r  c l u b  
membership by  r u n n i n g  a v a r i e t y  of c a v i n g  t r i p s  f o r  b e g i n n e r s  o v e r  
e v e r y  weekend. . I n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  months a l o n e ,  a great  many man-hours 
were v o l u n t a r i l y  p u t  i n t o  making s e v e r a l  gear p a c k s ,  f o u r  comple t e  
s e t s  o f  a b s e i l i n g / p r u s s i k i n g  g e a r ,  e i g h t  gel-cel l  lamps ,  umpteen 
b a t t e r y  b e l t s ,  and t h e  r e c o n d i t i o n i n g  of  t w e n t y  f i v e  h e l m e t s .  As ' 

w e l l ,  t h e r e  is t h e  c o n s t a n t  ma in t enance  o f  t h e  t e n  e x i s t i n g  Oldham 
headlamps  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  (wh ich  c u r r e n t l y  r e t a i l  a t  $240 a p i e c e  
i n c i d e n t a l l y !  ) .  

R e c e n t l y ,  a reg imen o f  b e g i n n e r  t r i p s  have  b e e n  r u n  t o  s i t e s  s u c h  a s  
L o o n s  C a v e ,  M y s t e r y  C r e e k  Cave,, M i d n i g h t  Hale, G r o w l  i n g  Swal l e t ,  O l d  
D i t c h  Road  and M i n i - F f a r t i n .  Regu la r  r o p e  and  l a d d e r  t r a i n i n g  
s e s s i o n s  have  been  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  F r u e h a u f  Q u a r r y . ,  t o  i m p a r t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s k i l l s  t o  i n t e n d i n g  c a v e r s .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e  v o l u n t a r y  
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  more e x p e r i e n c e d  members o f  t h e  c l u b  w i l l  remain 
f o r t h c o m i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
c l u b  w i t h  gear i n  a n  a f f o r d a b l e  fo rm.  The s i t u a t i o n  a l l u d e d  t o  above 
is p o o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  

Nick Hume 

F U T U R E  T R I P S  

Sunday  7 t h  Hay - N i a g a r a  P a t  ; a  d r a u g h t i n g  l e a d  w i t h i n  t h e  
r o c k f a l l  n e e d s  t o  b e  l ooked  a t .  Even i f  i t  bombs o u t ,  t h e  cave  is an 
e x c i t i n g  and  s p o r t i n g  l i t t l e  t r i p  t h a t  is w e l l  w o r t h  t h e  d o i n g .  
H a r t i n  G a r n e s  is  c h i e f  p r o t a g o n i s t  f o r  t h i s  o n e ,  c o n t a c t a b l e  on 
( 0 0 2 )  2 5  2659 .  

Sunday 1 4 t h  Hay - JF 341 ; r e q u i r e s  a s u r v e y  team t o  comple t e  a 
p r o p e r  t r a v e r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  newly-found e x t e n s i o n s ,  p l u s  a  b i t  o f  
t i d y i n g  up  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  one  o r  two l e a d s .  Phone  Nick  Hume on ( 0 0 2 )  
25 1934 .  

Sunday 2 1 s t  Hay - C a u l d r o n  P a t  ; t h e  Au Cheval p i t c h  n e a r  t h e  
bo t tom of  t h i s  c a v e  h a s  n o t  been looked  a t  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s .  
J o i n  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d  i n  t h i s  F l o r e n t i n e  Val ley c l a s s i c ;  a  f a i r  b i t  
wet  ( t h e  c a v e  t h a t  is!). Phone ( 0 0 2 )  29 3775. 

Sunday 2 8 t h  Hay - B u r n i n g  h w n  the Huuse ; n o  ropework  r e q u i r e d  a t  
a l l .  D e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d s  a  m o t h e r  f i g u r e  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  i t .  Such as a 
w e t - s u i t e d  p e r s o n  t o  p u s h  i n  t h e  u p s t r e a m  l e a d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s u r v e y i n g  
o f  new ( a n d  r e c e n t l y  p a s t )  f i n d s  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s !  T r e v o r  Uailes 
h a s  v a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  p a r e n t i n g  of  one  form o r  a n o t h e r .  C o n t a c t  him 
f o r  t h e  " h e a d - w e t t i n g " ;  ( 0 0 2 )  34 4862.  

* P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  d a y  of  t h e  weekend i n d i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  t r i p  is 
n e g o t i a b l e  w i t h  t h e  t r i p - l e a d e r .  A m u t u a l l y  a r r a n g e d  S a t u r d a y  may 
s u i t  e v e r y o n e  b e t t e r ,  and i t  is b e s t  t o  r i n g  t h e  l e a d e r  a  few d a y s  
i n  a d v a n c e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s .  

Membership fees are now l o n g  o v e r d u e .  So i f  you have  n o t  p a i d  up ,  
you w i l l  s h o r t l y  n o  l o n g e r  r e c e i v e  c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .  J u s t  
some of th ' e  r e a s o n s  f o r  r e m a i n i n g  ( o r  even  j o i n i n g  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r )  
w i t h  t h e  c l u b  i n c l u d e :  
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-Forthcomin,g? e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f  and  Mount Anne, p l u s  
r e g u l a r  e x p l o r a t o r y  t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  d e e p e s t  and l o n g e s t  c a v e s  i n  
A u s t r a l i a .  T h e s e  t r i p s  a r e  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  a d v a n c e ,  i n  t h i s  
n e w s l e t t e r .  

- A  soon  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  S p e l e o  S p i e l  e x p o s e  On P r e c i p i t o u s  B l u f f ,  
w i t h  u p - t o - d a t e  s u r v e y s  and l o c a t i o n  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  many new and 

, e x c i t i n g  f i n d s  t h e r e .  

-The f o r t h c o m i n g  TCC E x p l o r a t i o n s  J o u r n a l ,  wh ich  w i l l  c o n t a i n  
p r e v i o u s l y  u n p u b l i s h e d  and h i g h l y  d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  maps o f  t h e  
i n t r i c a t e  Growling Swal let System, p l u s  e x h a u s t i v e  r o u t e  
d e s c r i p t i o n s .  T h e r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  l e n g t h y  a r t i c l e  on c a v e  d i v i n g  
s i t e s  i n  Tasman ia ;  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ;  s u r v e y s ;  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  
conduc ted  i n  them t h u s  f a r ;  as w e l l  a s  t h e  g e a r  and  t e c h n i q u e s  found  
most  s u i t a b l e  f o r  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  O t h e r  d e t a i l e d  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  
c o v e r  Serendipity, Icetube, t h e  c a v e s  a t  I d a  Bay, and much, much 
more.  

- F o r t n i g h t l y  g e t - t o g e t h e r s  and  s o c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  a l l o w i n g  c a v e r s  t h e  
chance  t o  f i n d  o u t  what  h a s  been  g o i n g ,  and what  is a b o u t  t o  happen ,  
i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t s  o f  Tasmanian c a v i n g .  Pub and s l i d e  n i g h t s  a r e  a 
r e g u l a r  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  c l u b .  

-Access t o  a c o m p l e t e  s t o r e  o f  c a v i n g  gear. Why s h e l l  o u t  a  f o r t u n e  
when you can  h i r e  gear f rom t h e  c l u b  a t  n e x t  t o  n o t h i n g  c o s t ?  The 
o n l y  way t o  g o  i f  you are  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  o u t ,  o r  c a n  o n l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  
o c c a s i o n a l l y .  Lamps, r o p e s ,  h e l m e t s ,  b a t t e r y  b e l t s ,  r i g g i n g  gear, 
l a d d e r s ,  c l o t h i n g ,  h a r n e s s e s ,  d e s c e n d e r s ,  a s c e n d i n g  gear, cowstai ls ,  
s u r v e y  gear, c a v i n g  p a c k s ,  t h e r e ' s  h e a p s  o f  s t u f f  r e a d y  t o  t a k e  
s t r a i g h t  away! 

Simply p a y  a  $25.00 ($18 .00  c o n c e s s i o n )  membership fee t o  t h e  c l u b  
t r e a s u r e r :  James  D a v i s  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  (Wednesday n i g h t s  a t  t h e  
Wheatsheaf H o t e l ) ,  o r  s e n d  a cheque  o f f  t o  t h e  Tasmanian 
C a v e r n e e r i n g  C l u b ,  PO box 416, Sandy Bay. 7005 .  D o n ' t  m i s s  o u t .  J o i n  
.up, o r  b e  triangular!!!!!!! 

F r a n k  S a l t ;  e s t e e m e d  member o f  t h e  c l u b ,  r e c e n t l y  made t h e  v e r y  
g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  o f  a f i v e  c u b i c  f o o t  a i r  t a n k  t o  TCC's Cave D i v i n g  
Group. T h i s  is much a p p r e c i a t e d ,  and w i l l  b e  u s e d  as a back  
up/emergency a i r  s u p p l y  f o r  a  number o f  c a v e - d i v i n g  p r o j e c t s  
c u r r e n t l y  i n  mind .  S m a l l  a i r t a n k s  a r e  h i g h l y  u s e f u l  f o r  s u c h  
p u r p o s e s ,  a t  r e m o t e ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  get t o  s i t e s  d e e p  
w i t h i n  c a v e s .  T h e i r  new p r i c e  p u t s  them a t  somewhat o f  a premium t o  
g e t  ho ld  o f  n o r m a l l y .  

F r a n k  h a s  a l s o  s e n t  u s  a  number of c a v i n g  lamp h e a d p i e c e s .  T h e s e  are 
t o  b e  c a n n i b a l i s e d  b y  o u r  q u a r t e r m a s t e r ;  T r e v o r  Wailes ( a l w a y s  
h a v i n g  had a t as te  f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t y ! ) ,  f o r  spare pa r t s  t o  keep  t h e  
c l u b  lamps o p e r a t i o n a l .  Many t h a n k s  t o  F r a n k .  We are a l r e a d y  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  him as o u r  " G o d f a t h e r  f rom Savage  R i v e r " !  

N e w  members: Bob Reid and Dean Horgan must  b e  t h e  k e e n e s t  c a v e r s  
y e t .  So e n t h u s i a s t i c  are t h e y  t h a t  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  a c t u a l l y  c a t c h  them 
above  ground!  Ove r  t h e  p a s t  few months ,  Dean and h i s  b r o t h e r s  Simon 
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and C i a n ,  have s p e n t  e v e r y  weekend down a t  I d s  Bay, d o i n g  s u c h  
t h i n g s  a s  E x i t  Cave, N y ~ t e r y  Creel: Cave, Loons Cave, Bt -ad lcy -  
Chesterman's Cave and Arthurs Fall y . Some of  them s e v e r a l  t i m e s !  
They have  a l s o  been  i m p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s  a t  
a b s e i l i n g / p r u s s i k i n g  p r a c t i c e ,  h e l d  a t  F r u e h a u f  Q u a r r y  and L o s t  
World.  Once t h e y ' v e  m a s t e r e d  r i g g i n g  v e r t i c a l  c a v e s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  
n o  way o f  s t o p p i n g  t h e s e  guys!  

Bob h a s  b e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  a s  w e l l .  Teaming up  w i t h  co-worker  S t e v e ,  
Mark B r y c e ,  and s e v e r a l  Tasmanian U n i v e r s i t y  p e o p l e ,  t h e y  have been  
w a n d e r i n g  i n t o  t h e  f a r  r e a c h e s  o f  Exit Cave , a s  w e l l  as d o i n g  Old 
Ditch Road and s u n d r y  o t h e r  I d a  Bay j a u n t s .  Most r e c e n t l y  he  h a s  
t a k e n  t o  t h e  e s o t e r i c  s p e c i a l i t y  o f  s u r f a c e  b a s h i n g  i n  t h e  f o u l  re- 
g r o w t h  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of  Loon's Sugarloaf (we need  more 
m a s o c h i s t s ! ) ,  t u r n i n g  u p  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  e n t r a n c e s .  Not c o n t e n t  
w i t h  t h i s ,  h e  is o r g a n i s i n g  SRT p r a c t i c e  s e s s i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  e a s i e r  
c a v e s ,  w i t h  a  v i ew  t o  more a d v e n t u r o u s  t h i n g s .  Good t o  s e e  h i s  
commit tment  t o  t h e  c l u b  t o o ,  i n  o f f e r i n g  t o  make up  some r a p p e l  
r a c k s  f o r  t h e  TCC g e a r  s t o r e .  The rest  o f  u s  c a v e r s  a r e  b e i n g  
r a p i d l y  t a k e n  o v e r  by t h e  b r a v e  new g e n e r a t i o n . . . . . . . . . . ! ! ! !  

Hore o f  H e x i c o  Hadness ;  ment ioned  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  copy  of Descent 
( # 8 6 )  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  f u r t h e r  c o m p u t a t i o n  o f  s u r v e y  d a t a ,  
S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d s  " p e t "  h o l e ;  R'ja Plan Kijao (Cave o f  t h e  B l a c k  
B u l l )  which  h e  e x p l o r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Chilchotla ' 87  
Expedition t o  Mexico,  is now o f f i c i a l l y  613  metres d e e p .  F o r m e r l y  
i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  a s  b e i n g  o n l y  552 m e t r e s  d e e p  ( S p e l e o  S p i e l  # 239,  
1 9 8 8 ) .  Oh w e l l ,  i f  you c a n ' t  a t t a i n  t h e  magic 1000  m e t r e  d e e p  mark,  
t h e n  -613 m e t r e s  w i l l  have  t o  d o .  I t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  
l o c a l  -375 m e t r e - e f f o r t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S t e f !  

Stefan h a s  a l s o  been  l o o k i n g  i n  a  few " d e e p i e s " ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  c a v e s  
of some s o r t ,  d u r i n g  a  r e c e n t  two week r a f t i n g  t r i p  down t h e  
F r a n k l i n  R i v e r .  Pe r fo rmed  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  s t a t e w i d e  c a v e  f a u n a l -  
s u r v e y  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  l u c k y  l a d  was a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  p a i d  f o r  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e !  He w a s  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a team h e l i c o p t e r e d  o n t o  Mount 
Ronald C r o s s ,  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n .  S t a y i n g  on t h e r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  
of g e n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  w i t h  James D a v i s .  Even more r e c e n t l y ,  h e  w a s  
o f f  l o o k i n g  f o r  b u g s  i n  t h e  c a v e s  o f  Gunns P l a i n s  a r e a ,  f i n d i n g  a  
few p o t e n t i a l  d i v i n g  s i t e s  a s  w e l l .  Does t h i s  q u a l i F H i m  a s  a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a v e r ?  H e  might  b e  f o r c e d  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  h i s  f o r m e r  
a m a t e u r  s t a t u s !  

Sponsor a G h o s t  Bat! Speaking Tube Cave i n  Mount E t n a  is  t h e  s i t e  
of  a great  c o l o n y  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s .  The whole moun ta in  is u n d e r  
t h r e a t  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  f rom l i m e s t o n e  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  and t h e  
C e n t r a l  Q u e e n s l a n d  S p e l e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  is b r a v e l y  t r y i n g  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h i s  t h r o u g h  c o u r t  a c t i o n .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  money 
h a s  a l r e a d y  been  r a i s e d  toward  legal  c o s t s ,  f rom A u s t r a l i a - w i d e  
c a v i n g  c l u b s  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s .  However, a n o t h e r  $20 ,000  is 
s t i l l  u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e d .  

Your d o n a t i o n  may h e l p  s w i n g  t h e  o d d s  i n  t h e  Ghos t  B a t s  f a v o u r .  
P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  a s s i s t i n g  CQSS i n  p l a y i n g  David t o  t h e  G o l i a t h  of  
"commerc ia l"  p r e s s u r e .  Money c a n  be s e n t  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

i t t e e ,  a t  PO Box 538, Rockhampton QLD 4700, o r  t o  t h e  
e r v a t -  Fo-, 672b G l e n f e r r i e  Road, Hawthorn 
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3122. The l a t t e r  avenue  a l l o w s  a t ax  d e d u c t i b l e  fo rm o f  
c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  b u t  p l e a s e  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  i t  is t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  M t  
E t n a  Campaign.  S e e  t h e  c l u b  s e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  n e x t  TCC m e e t i n g  f o r  
CQSS l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  campaign .  

The o r i g i n a l  Irish calendar?????? L a t e  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h o u g h  i t  i s ,  
t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a  few S p e l e o  S p i e l  p h o t o g r a p h i c  c a l e n d a r s  l e f t  i n  
t h e  c l u b  warehouse .  A s i d e  f rom b e i n g  a good v i s u a l  e x p o s e  of  

. Tasmanian c a v i n g ,  t h e y  do  have u s e f u l  b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  marked on 
them,  s u c h  a s  d a t e s  f o r  TCC c l u b  m e e t i n g s .  Wor thwh i l e  t h i n g s  f o r  
s e l l i n g  t o  y o u r  p r o s p e c t i v e  member f r i e n d s ,  and t h e y  are g o i n g  f o r  a  
"song"  a t  $2.00 o r  n e a r e s t  o f f e r  (new members get a  copy  f o r  f r e e ! ) .  
You can  g e t  c o p i e s  f rom Nick  H u m e  a t  t h e  n e x t  c l u b  m e e t i n g ,  o r  
a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  r i n g  him on ( 0 0 2 )  251934. 

C a v i n a  T r i p  R e p o r t s  

9th of April - Old Ditch Road to M i n i - M a r t i n  E x c h a n g e  Trip 

A f t e r  w a i t i n g  a t  T r e v o r  W a i l e ' s  house  f o r  a n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e ,  
we s e t  o u t  ( w i t h  s e v e r a l  more d e t o u r s )  t o  I d a  Bay f o r  a d a y s  c a v i n g .  
A s h o r t  way a l o n g  t h e  E x i t  T r a c k  f rom t h e  q u a r r y ,  w e  s p l i t  i n t o  two 
g r o u p s :  T r e v o r ,  Bob and Mark headed t o w a r d s  Mini-Martin, w h i l e  N ick ,  
J ames ,  Dean and myse l f  c o n t i n u e d  t o w a r d s  O l d  D i t c h  Road. A f t e r  a  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  s h o r t  t i m e ,  w e  a r r i v e d  a t  "Old D i t c h " ,  and a crawl o r  
t h r e e  l a t e r ,  w e  were a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  Nick r i g g e d  t h e  
f i r s t  and second  p i t c h e s  a s  one ,  making t h e  whole  t h i n g  l o n g e r  
s t i l l .  

Having a f e a r  o f  h e i g h t s  had m e  s e r i o u s l y  t h i n k i n g  o f  t u r n i n g  b a c k ,  
b u t  a f t e r  r e c a l l i n g  an  e a r l i e r  c a v i n g  t r i p ,  i n  which  I s a t  i n  a c a r  
f o r  a few h o u r s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  c a v e r s  t o  r e t u r n ,  I went  ahead  
and a b s e i l e d  down t h e  p i t c h  r e g a r d l e s s .  I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  a t  how much 
I e n j o y e d  my f i r s t  b i g  v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  ( p r e v i o u s l y  h a v i n g  
o n l y  a b s e i l e d  i n  a small q u a r r y ) ,  and I found  m y s e l f  w i s h i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  were  more t h a n  two p i t c h e s  r e m a i n i n g .  

A f t e r  h a v i n g  t o  w a i t  f i v e  m i n u t e s  f o r  Dean t o  get  o f f  t h e  r o p e ,  when 
h i s  S c r e w g a t e  K a r a b i n e r  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  open a t  t h e  bo t tom ' o f  t h e  
s econd  p i t c h ,  I was down and w a i t i n g  f o r  my a t t e m p t  a t  t h e  f i n a l  
f o r t y  m e t r e  p i t c h .  

An a b s e i l  and f r e e h a n g  l a t e r ,  I was back  on s o l i d  g round  a g a i n ,  and 
w a i t e d  w i t h  Dean f o r  James and Nick t o  a b s e i l  down. Once a l l  were  
down, we had a  b i t  o f  a  s n a c k  and headed t o w a r d s  t h e  s t r e a m .  From 
t h e r e  I headed t o w a r d s  t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  w h i l s t  Dean, Nick  and James 
were  o f f  t o  Ptini-flartin and t h e  l o n g  p r u s s i k  up  t o  d a y l i g h t .  

When I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  w a t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  I s e a r c h e d  f o r  a  s m a l l  ( d r y )  
e n t r a n c e  which  I s u p p o s e d l y  knew how t o  g e t  t o ,  b u t  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  
f i n d  i t .  I d e c i d e d  a f t e r  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  o f  s e e m i n g l y  e n d l e s s  
s e a r c h i n g ,  t h a t  m y  b e s t  b e t  would be  t o  head  o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a i s t ,  
d e e p  w a t e r .  

Al though  t h e  t a p e s  d i s a p p e a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  as t h e  t r a c k  
d i s a p p e a r e d ,  I managed t o  g e t  back  o n t o  i t  and s t a r t  t h e  walk 
( c l i m b ? )  back  u p  t h e  h i l l .  I c o n s i d e r e d  w a l k i n g  s t r a i g h t  b a c k  t o  t h e  
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c a r s ,  b u t  a w a i t  ( a n d  r e s t )  a t  O l d  D i t c h  Road sounded  a  much b e t t e r  
i d e a  f o r  t h e  moment. 

Soon a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h ,  I c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  
v o i c e s  o f  T r e v o r ,  Bob, Ha rk ,  and a  new a d d i t i o n :  P a u l .  I w a i t e d  
a b o u t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  an  hou r  ( I  t h i n k )  b e f o r e  Bob was a t  t h e  t o p  
of  t h e  p i t c h ;  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  g e t  p a s t  N i c k ' s  a p p a r e n t l y  p o o r l y  r i g g e d  
r e b e l a y .  Soon a f t e r  e v e r y o n e  w a s  u p ,  I l e f t  w i t h  T r e v o r  f o r  t h e  
cars .  

Back a t  t h e  c a r s  we m e t  up w i t h  Dean, Nick ,  J ames  and Lew. A f t e r  
c h a n g i n g ,  w e  had t o  l e a v e  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  Kermandie  Pub i n  t h i r t y  
m i n u t e s .  T r e v o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  he  needed a  b e e r .  

2 7 t h  - 31st o f  January. Mount Ranald Crass: Scaparia Capers. 

Stefan  Eberhard and James Davis 

Introduction 
The name o f  t h i s  p l a t e a u  above  S u r p r i s e  V a l l e y ,  i s  n o t  u n e x p e c t e d l y  
named a f t e r  i t s  o r i g i n a l  e x p l o r e r :  Rona ld .  H e  c a l l e d  i t  "Ronald 
C r o s s " ,  b e c a u s e  he  w a s  s o  a n g r y  a t  f i n d i n g  s u c h  a  s p i t e - f u l  p i e c e  of 
t e r r i t o r y .  B e i n g  a  r e l i g i o u s  man, he saw no  harm i n  c l a i m i n g  t h e  
t r u t h .  I t  w a s n ' t  an a r e a  t h a t  t h e  d e v i l  wanted t o  have much t o  d o  
w i t h .  The p u r p o s e  o f  o u r  e x c u r s i o n  was t o  l o o k  f o r  a  few u n i q u e  
s p e c i m e n s  o f  f a u n a ,  and t o  f i n d  t h e  w o r l d s  d e e p e s t  c a v e  s y s t e m .  A 
s i m p l e  b u t  c h a l l e n g i n g  f o r m u l a  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  o u r  s t a y .  

27th - One k i l o m e t r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Frenchmans Cap c a r  p a r k ,  we found  
o u r s e l v e s  w a i t i n g  w i t h  a  few o t h e r  " c a r g o  c u l t i s t s "  f o r  a  k i n d  of  
b u z z i n g  n o i s e  t o  emerge f rom t h e  s k y .  The h e l i c o p t e r  e v e n t u a l l y  
a r r i v e d  a t  loam, and we were  away. B e f o r e  l a n d i n g  a t o p  t h e  moun ta in ,  
a  c i r c u i t  w a s  made o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  s l o p e s  t o  e s p y  a  l a r g e  b l a c k  h o l e  
v i s i b l e  on t h e  a e r i a l  p h o t o s  of  t h e  a r e a .  T h i s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  a 
n e s t e d  t a r n .  P r o b a b l y  j u s t  as w e l l  g i v e n  t h e  n e a r b y  v e g e t a t i o n !  We 
d i s e m b a r k e d  w i t h  a " l i z a r d  man", " f l o w e r  l a d y "  and " r a i n f o r e s t  
l a d y " ,  a l l  o f  whom were  i n v o l v e d  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  one  
s o r t  o r  a n o t h e r ,  f o r  t h e  res t  of  t h e  d a y .  

S t e f  and I s e t  u p  camp, and p r e p a r e d  o u r s e l v e s  f o r  a  few d a y s  of 
c a v i n g .  Our keen -nes s  was soon  b l u n t e d  by a v i s t a  o f  r i c h e a  scopar ia  
f rom h o r i z o n  t o  h o r i z o n .  I t  was t h i c k e r  t h a n  t h e  mould on m y  b r e a d  
f i v e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  and t h e  March f l i e s  d i d n ' t  h e l p  a g r e a t  d e a l  
e i t h e r .  The  h e a t ,  and n i g h t  p r o w l i n g  t i g e r  s n a k e s  were  a n o t h e r  c a u s e  
of  d i s c a l m .  Anyway, b e s i d e s  a l l  t h a t  w e  d i d  g e t  o u t  and d o  a  b i t  o f  
c o l l e c t i n g  and  " s p e l e o l o g i s i n g " .  

We s e t  o f f  f o r  S c o r p i o  Cave (MR209), p a s s i n g  C a p r i c o r n  Cave 
(MR204) on t h e  way. S c o r p i o  f e a t u r e s  an i m p r e s s i v e  g a s h  of  an 
e n t r a n c e ,  t h o u g h  is f a i r l y  s h o r t  l i v e d :  one  of  t h e  many v a g a r i e s  o f  
d o l o m i t e  k a r s t  a r e a s .  R e l a t i v e  h u m i d i t y  and t e m p e r a t u r e  r e a d i n g s  
were t a k e n ,  b e f o r e  a  l e n g t h y  e x e r c i s e  i n  f a u n a 1  c o l l e c t i n g  b e g a n .  
F i v e  h o u r s  were s p e n t  s e t t i n g  n e t s  and o t h e r w i s e  " b a i t i n g "  f o r  b u g s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  i n s p e c t i n g  some o f  t h e  n i c e  s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  a t  t h e  c a v e s  
f a r  s o u t h - e a s t e r n  e n d .  S t e f a n  found  numerous p s e u d o - s c o r p i o n s ,  among 
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o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  d a y s  c a t c h ,  and we r e t u r n e d  t o  camp t h r o u g h  more 
o f  t h e  i t c h i n g l y  p a i n f u l  s c o p a r i a .  Though t h i s  time w e  p i c k e d  o u r  
r o u t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  more c a r e f u l l y .  The r e t u r n  was made s p e c t a c u l a r  
by a v e r y  r a r e  p i e c e  o f  s u n s e t .  S h a f t s  o f  l i g h t  s p e w i n g  o v e r  t h e  
n e i g h b o u r i n g  King W i l l i a m  Range.  Even t h e  March f l i e s  seemed awed. 

28th & 29 th  - The t e n t  w a s  l i k e  a  s a u n a  by mid-morning,  t h a n k s  t o  
t h e  s c o r c h i n g  s u n .  We a c t u a l l y  d i d  h a r d l y  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  t h r o u g h  
t h e  d a y ,  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  e x t r e m e  h e a t .  I t  s i m p l y  s apped  o u r  
e n t h u s i a s m  and a l t h o u g h  s o u n d i n g  i d y l l i c ,  combined w i t h  t h e  f l i e s  i t  
was r e a l l y  a f a i r  b i t  t r y i n g .  Next d a y  was j u s t  a s  h o t ,  t h o u g h  t h i s  
t i m e  w e  had t o  g o  o u t  and d o  s o m e t h i n g  o r  s a n i t y  would b e  l o s t !  
About t h e  w o r s t  d a y  you c o u l d  imag ine  f o r  a bush -bash ,  b u t  w e  d i d  i t  
anyway. Some m o r e - o r - l e s s  open r a i n f o r e s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h - e a s t  o f  t h e  
c a m p s i t e  was o u r  o b j e c t i v e .  The v e g e t a t i o n  p roved  a g a i n  t o  be  
h o s t i l e  t o  u s  " s p e l e o  s a p i e n s " ,  and c e r t a i n l y  t h r e w  e v e r y t h i n g  a t  
u s !  Once a t  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t ,  t h e  u n d e r g r o w t h  was a l m o s t  v e r y  
p l e a s a n t .  Many o u t c r o p p i n g s  of  d o l o m i t e  were  v i s i t e d ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t  
f i n d  s o  much as  a  r a b b i t  h o l e !  

3 0 t h  - Not r e c e i v i n g  much i n  t h e  way of  " j o l l i e s "  s o  f a r  t h i s  t r i p ,  
we were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  wonder a b o u t  t h i s  a r e a .  We v i s i t e d  S c o r p i o  Cave 
a g a i n  t o  f e t c h  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  n e t s ,  and t o  c h e c k  t h e  
" b i g  b a i t s " .  We pushed  e v e r y  l e a d  i n  t h e  c a v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  one  c l i m b  
t h a t  f i z z l e d  o u t  n e a r  what must have v e r y  n e a r l y  been a n o t h e r  
s u r f a c e  e n t r a n c e .  On t h e  r e t u r n ,  we came a c r o s s  a  s m a l l  h o l e  t h a t  
a l m o s t  looked  t e m p t i n g .  J u s t  a  few m e t r e s  away was a l a r g e  h o l e  t h a t  
was p o s i t i v e l y  e x c i t i n g .  I t  h e l d  a good inward  d r a u g h t ,  had a s t e e p  
e n t r a n c e  r i f t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  d i p  of  t h e  b e d d i n g  p l a n e ,  and t h e r e  
were  many v e r t i c a l  l e a d s  bombing away t o  g r e a t  d e p t h .  We d i d n ' t  have 
any r o p e s  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  though!  

T h u s ,  a  g o i n g  c a v e  is s t i l l  w a i t i n g  i n  t h i s  f o r m i d a b l e  a r e a .  A r o u t e  
was marked back  t o  t h e  c a m p s i t e  f o r  some f u t u r e  e x p l o r a t o r y  t r i p .  
From t h e  b l u f f  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  c a m p s i t e  t a r n ,  r e d  b i o d e g r a d a b l e  
t a p e s  l e a d  down a  s p u r  and i n t o  a g u l l e y .  P i n k  t a p e s  t h e n  f o l l o w  
a l o n g  t h e  r i d g e  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of  t h e  c a v e ,  I t  is r o u g h l y  60 m e t r e s  
up t h e  g u l l y  s o u t h  of  S c o r p i o  Cave.  "TCC" is marked on an 
o v e r h a n g i n g  b l o c k  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  I t  h a s  been  named 
Scoparia Cave f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .  

Scopa ria 

Ila vis ) 
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31st - After  a l e i s u r e l y  p a c k - u p ,  w e  t r u d g e d  b a c k  down t h e  h i l l  i n  
f u l l  c a v i n g  gear t o  a v o i d  p a i n .  Rona ld  C r o s s  b a d e  u s  a t y p i c a l l y  
d r i z z l y  f a r e w e l l .  G r e a t  s n a k e  " t r e a d i n g - o n "  c o u n t r y ,  b e a d s  o f  c o l d  
sweat s u r f a c i n g  on my brow a t  t h e  mere t h o u g h t  of  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  g o  
f i r s t .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  w e  o n l y  saw one!  I u n c r o s s e d  my f i n g e r s  b a c k  a t  
t h e  c a r ,  a n d  t h e n  r e - f o r t i f i e d ,  w e  w e n t  home. 

James Davis 

26th of February - A Milk Run tc Ida Bay 

Milko's ; T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  M a r t i n  C a r n e s ,  L e i g h  D o u g l a s  and N i c k  
Hume. 

M a r t i n s  own u n i q u e  b r a n d  o f  humour g o t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  him w h i l e  w e  
were l o i t e r i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  Dover  t a k e - a w a y .  He e n d e d  u p  w e a r i n g  
some p a s t i e - a n d - s a u c e  I w a s  c h e w i n g  o v e r ,  a f t e r  o n e  of  h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  amus ing  r e m a r k s .  Anyway, n i c e  t o  g o  c a v i n g  down t h e  
c h a n n e l  o n c e  i n  a w h i l e .  Even i f  o n l y  t o  k e e p  i n  w i t h  a  b i t  o f  
p r a c t i c e .  

S h o u t s  f r o m  e i t h e r  end o f  t h e  E x i t  Cave T r a c k  p r e c e d e d  t h e  f i n a l  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i d e  t r a c k  t o  P l i l k  R u n  . T r e v  s t o r m e d  b a c k  u p  f r o m  
h i s  o v e r - r u n  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t  way o f f .  H i s  mood n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  w a s  
l e t h a l !  T h e  r e s t  of  u s  t a g g e d  a l o n g  b e h i n d  i n  a f r u g  o f  sweat. 
E x e r c i s e  is good  f o r  you t h e y  say ,  a n d  t h e  more u n c o m f o r t a b l e  i t  is 
t h e  b e t t e r .  

T r e v  was a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g o  down t h e  40m e n t r a n c e  s h a f t ;  t h e  
f a l l e n - l o g  b e l a y  p o i n t  b e i n g  w a t c h e d  w i t h  c u r i o s i t y  d u r i n g  h i s  
d e s c e n t .  A b o l t e d  h a n d l i n e / p i t c h  t h i n g  f o l l o w e d ,  u s e f u l l y  b a c k i n g  u p  
t h e  26m p i t c h  b e l o w .  T h i s  t h i r d  p i t c h  h e l d  a b o l t  p l a c e m e n t  some way 
o u t  a l o n g  a r i f t .  The c o n s e q u e n t  r i g g i n g  p e r f o r m e d  b y  T r e v  a n d  
m y s e l f  had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  d i s c o u r a g i n g  L e i g h  f r o m  g o i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r .  
M a r t i n  i n  t u r n ,  s e i z e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a v e  a l s o .  H i m  h a v i n g  
b e e n  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c a v e  on s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  h i s  
r e l u c t a n c e  t h e r e f o r e  b e i n g  f a i r l y  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  T h e s e  two t h e n  
' r e t r e a t e d  f o r  a s u r f a c e  b a s h  n e a r b y ;  c h e c k i n g  o u t  o n e  o f  A r t h u r s  
many d r a u g h t i n g  m e g a - h o l e s  i n s t e a d .  

L a n g u i s h i n g  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  p i t c h ,  I a n n o u n c e d  t o  T r e v  t h a t  I 
had had  e n o u g h  a n d  w a s n ' t  g o i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r  e i t h e r .  H e  t o o k  t h e  j e s t  
s e r i o u s l y  a n d  wandered  o f f  f o r l o r n l y  t o  r i g  t h e  n e x t  p i t c h .  So much 
f o r  m y  e x c u s e  as u n o f f i c i a l  t r i p  p h o t o g r a p h e r .  I g a t h e r e d  u p  t h e  
r e m a i n i n g  r o p e  p a c k  -and f o l l o w e d  a f t e r  h im.  

The  f o u r t h  p i t c h  is a r e a l  c l a s s i c ;  49m a n d  a v e r i t a b l e  v e r t i c a l  
" p i p e "  w i t h  t h e  d e s c e n t  b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d  a f e w  metres c l e a r  f r o m  a n y  
w a l l .  T r e v s  s p a r e / e m e r g e n c y  s k i n n y  r o p e  p r o v e d  u s e f u l  as h a n d l i n e  a t  
t h e  d r o p  f r o m  n a r r o w  r i f t  p a s s a g e  n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  n e x t  m a j o r  
p i t c h .  T h i r t y  f i v e  metres is t h e  c l a i m e d  l e n g t h  o f  t h i s  o t h e r  great  
a b s e i l .  I s u s p e c t  it  is s l i g h t l y  l ess  t h a n  t h i s ,  j u d g i n g  b y  t h e  r o p e  
l e f t  s p o o l e d  on t h e  f l o o r  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t l y  r e - m e a s u r e d  35m C z e c h  
r o p e .  T h e  l a s t  p i t c h  t o o ,  is more  l i k e l y  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  20m-22m 
t h a n  t h e  30m it is i n d i c a t e d  t o  b e  (Source - S p e l e o  S p i e l  #213, 
1986). 
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N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  c a v e  is q u i t e  a  f i n d ,  a n d  v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e  t h e  
e f f o r t  i n  d o i n g .  T r e v  r a c e d  a r o u n d  madly  w i t h  c h i l d - l i k e  e n t h u s i a s m ;  
it b e i n g  h i s  f i r s t  s o j o u r n  i n t o  t h e  c a v e .  C h a r g i n g  o f f  d o w n s t r e a m  
i n t o  t h e  b a s e - l e v e l  h o r i z o n t a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i t  w a s  some t i m e  b e f o r e  
I e v e n t u a l l y  s p o t t e d  him a g a i n .  We b o t h  c h e c k e d  t h e  t i g h t  " u p s t r e a m "  
c a n y o n ,  c r a w l i n g  a l o n g  s e v e r a l  metres o f  g r o t  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  
p r e v i o u s i y  e x p l o r e d  t e r m i n u s  a t  a g r a v e l  c h o k e .  

. D e - r i g g i n g  o f  t h e  c a v e  w a s  f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .  I t  b e i n g  a 
s i m p l e  m a t t e r  t o  t i e  a l l  r o p e s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  p u l l  t h e  w h o l e  l o t  u p  
f r o m  p i t c h - t o p s .  M a r t i n  a n d  L e i g h  were l u r k i n g  o u t s i d e  as w e  a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p i t c h .  Mart's s e n s e  o f  humour a g a i n  
came t o  t h e  f o r e ,  when h e  n i g g l i n g l y  r a i s e d  t h e  r o p e  f r o m  t h e  t o p ,  
s o  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  i t  w a s  some 10m a b o v e  o u r  r e a c h .  The p r a c t i c a l  
j o k e  c a u s e d  a s u d d e n  f l a s h  o f  de3.a W among i t s  v i c t i m s .  

A l i t t l e  a b u s e  c o r r e c t e d  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  and  w e  were s o o n  on o u r  way t o  
more h o s p i t a b l e  l o c a l e s  ( n o t a b l y  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s  a t  t h e  Kermandie  
H o t e l ) .  T r e v  was t h e  c h i e f  i n s t i g a t o r  o f  t h i s  o u t i n g ,  a n d  h i g h l y  
e n j o y e d  i t  was t o o .  

NICK HUME 

5 t h  March - North East  Ridge u f  Mount Anne 

S c r u b - b a s h e r s ;  James D a v i s  a n d  Nick  Hume 

Bob D a v i e s  f rom t h e  S u r v e y i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T a s m a n i a ,  had s p o t t e d  s e v e r a l  e n t r a n c e - t y p e  f e a t u r e s  on t h e  s t e e p  
e a s t e r n  f l a n k s  o f  t h e  N o r t h - E a s t  R i d g e ,  w h i l e  on an o v e r - f l i g h t  o f  
t h e  area b a c k  i n  1987. L e i g h  D o u g l a s  a n d  m y s e l f  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  u p  
w i t h  a n  e x p l o r a t o r y  r e c o n n a i s c a n c e  i n  A p r i l  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  f i n d i n g  
t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  a l a r g e  t r u n c a t e d  chamber  
e x i t i n g  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  a s h e e r  c l i f f ;  t h e  D e v i l ' s  Eye ( S p e l e o  
S p i e l  # 2 2 7 ) .  

A s t r o n g  d r a u g h t  i n  t h i s  c a v e ,  p l u s  a n  u p p e r  e n t r a n c e  p o s s i b i l i t y  a t  
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c l i f f  l i n e ,  l e d  t o  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  
b e  a 200 metre t h r o u g h - t r i p  h e r e  f o r  t h e  o f f i n g .  The u p p e r  f e a t u r e  
w a s  n o t  c h e c k e d  o u t  t h o r o u g h l y  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  d u e  t o  b o t h  a n e e d  f o r  
h a s t e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u g g e d n e s s  o f  i ts  v i c i n i t y .  A m i s t a k e  i n  
r e t r o s p e c t ,  f o r  a n  u n w i t t i n g  J i m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  d e c i d e d  t o  
r e t u r n  w i t h  r o p e s  a n d  r i g g i n g  gear f o r  a c l o s e r  l o o k - s e e .  

From a n  o v e r n i g h t  s t a y  a t  t h e  R e s c u e  Camp , w e  c a r t e d  some 150 
metres of r o p e  u p  o n t o  t h e  r i d g e .  J e f f  B u t t  and  Greg J o r d a n  were 
a l s o  i n  t h e  area a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and  k i n d l y  h e l p e d  c a r r y  some o f  t h i s  
b u r d e n  t o  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  r i d g e  ( a c c e s s o r i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  f a c t ! ) .  
N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  hoped  f o r  u p p e r  e n t r a n c e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a n  open  
g u l l y .  l e a d i n g  v e r y  s t e e p l y  t h r o u g h  a c l i f f  l i n e  ( f r o m  a d j a c e n t  W e l l  
of L o n e l i n e s s  ) J i m  a n d  I managed t o  downcl imb much o f  t h i s  
w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a n y  r o p e  a t  a l l !  T y p i c a l l y ,  o n l y  a m i n o r  c a v e  
e n t r a n c e  was t u r n e d  u p .  Below t h e  l o w e s t  p o i n t  r e a c h e d ,  w a s  a ramp 
t h a t  p r o b a b l y  g i v e s  e a s i e r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  D e v i l s  Eye t h a n  t h e  r o u t e  
t a k e n  i n  1 9 8 7 .  

R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  c l i f f - l i n e ,  w e  p r o c r a s t i n a t e d  f u r i o u s l y  
f o r  a t i m e  b e f o r e  s p o t t i n g  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  t r u n c a t e d  s e c t i o n  o f  
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c a v e  p a s s a g e ,  midway down some c l i f f s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  us. Check ing  
t h e  f e a t u r e  w a s  d e c i d e d  upon as a p l e a s a n t l y - s l a c k e r  o p t i o n  t o  
v i s i t i n g  e i t h e r  Damocles , o r  Goggled Eye's f u r t h e r  a f i e l d .  The 
Sydney U n i v e r s i t y  S p e l e o ' s  t r a c k  w a s  f o l l o w e d  f rom t h e  " h i l l "  a b o v e  
Well uf Loneliness , o v e r  two r i d g e - l i n e s ,  t o  a s a d d l e  d i r e c t l y  
above  t h e  r e l e v a n t  p o i n t .  

Bombing o f f  t h e  r i d g e  i n  an  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  some i m p o s s i b l y  
. s t e e p  g r o u n d  was s o o n  e n c o u n t e r e d .  " F r e e  c l i m b i n g "  on t r e e  r o o t s  
g a v e  access t o  c l i f f s  on t h e  r i g h t ,  and a s h o r t - l i v e d  p i e c e  of  c a v e  
w a s  f o u n d  h e r e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a snow-g ra s s  ramp. Ten m e t r e s  
f u r t h e r  a l o n g  <he  ramp, t h e  d e e p  ove rhang  w e  were s e e k i n g  l e d  i n t o  
t h e  c l i f f  f a c e  f o r  a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ;  n a r r o w  i n l e t  c anyons  b e i n g  
v i s i b l e  a b o v e  its i n n e r m o s t  p o i n t .  Some wide  p a s s a g e  t r a v e r s e d  t h e  
f e a t u r e  a t  i ts s o u t h e r n  end ;  l e a d i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  c l i f f  f a c e  h o l e  
f u r t h e r  s o u t h .  The c a v e  s u c h  as it w a s ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  name Through 
Trip . A somewhat i r o n i c a l  g e s t u r e ,  g i v e n  t h e  hopes  we had h a r b o u r e d  
e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d a y .  

From t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  c l i f f - l i n e ,  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  e x c a v a t e d - e n t r a n c e  
f e a t u r e  w a s  s p o t t e d  back  o v e r ,  and t o  t h e  immed ia t e  n o r t h  of  t h e  
Devil's Eye . Once b i t t e n - t w i c e  s h y ,  s o  w e  were l o a t h e  t o  r e t u r n  
down low enough  t o  c h e c k  t h i s  o u t .  Once a g a i n ,  i t  c o u l d  w e l l  b e  t h e  
s o u r c e  o f  d r a u g h t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a v e .  F a i l i n g  t h i s ,  a i r  f l o w  i n  
Devil 's E y e  may i n d i c a t e  an e x t e n s i v e  c a v e  s y s t e m  u n d e r  t h e  complex 
of  d o l i n e s  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i d g e .  Who know's  ?, Damocles migh t  
b e  j u s t  a f o r e t a s t e  o f  t h i s .  

Want ing  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  o u r  b u l k y  p a c k s ,  J i m  r i g g e d  MA-CS 
5; t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  which is s l a p - b a n g  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  TCC 
t r a c k ,  where  it r u n s  o f f  t h e  r i d g e s  n o r t h e r n  e n d .  An 18m p i t c h  g a v e  
a c c e s s  t o  a r i f t - c h a m b e r ,  above  which many o t h e r  s u r f a c e  h o l e s  c o u l d  
b e  s e e n .  T h e r e  were  no downward c o n t i n u a t i o n s  however ( s u r v e y  and 
d e t a i l  o f  t h e  c a v e  a p p e a r  i n  S p e l e o  S p i e l  #240) .  

From Rescue Camp it t o o k  u s  a mere 90 m i n u t e s  t o  walk  b a c k  t o  t h e  
car .  H i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  e x t r e m e  d r y n e s s  o f  t h e  South-West ,  f o r  
t h i s  is n o r m a l l y  a  d i s g u s t i n g l y  boggy t r a c k .  S i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
p l u s  some more f e v e r e d  i m a g i n i n g s ,  m igh t  see a  r e t u r n  h e r e  p e r h a p s  
n e x t  y e a r ,  o r  t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  . . . . . . . .  Many t h a n k s  t o  J e f f  and Greg .  

Nick Hune 

1 9 t h  March - S a m p l i n g  the G r u n g e  i n  G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t  

Those involved: T r e v o r  W a i l e s ,  James D a v i s ,  Lew Mi t che lmore ,  Dean 
Morgan, Simon Morgan, S i a n  Morgan and Nick Hume. 

G r o w l i n g  S w a l l e t  is one  o f  t h o s e  s o r t s  o f  c a v e s  t h a t  l u r e  you back  
t i m e  and t i m e  a g a i n .  F i n d i n g  s t a r t e r s  is n e v e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d i f f i c u l t ,  and you u s u a l l y  end up  h a v i n g  a  g r e a t  t i m e  d e s p i t e  t h e r e  
b e i n g  one  o r  two i rk some  b i t s  g e t t i n g  i n t o  T r a p d o o r  Streamway.  T r e v  
wanted t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o l d  l a d d e r s  a t  Avon's f i v e m ,  Lew wanted  t o  g o  
down t h e  p i t c h e s  i n  New Feeling, Dean, Simon and C ian  f a n c i e d  a  
poke a b o u t  i n  Necrosis, and Nick  was keen t o  e x t r a c t  an  a i r t a n k  
l e f t  b e h i n d  d u r i n g  r e c e n t  d i v i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  Black River. Even w i t h  
t h e s e  d i v e r s e  a i m s ,  w e  managed t o  s t i c k  m o s t l y  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h o u t  
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t h e  d a y .  

The t r i p  s t a r t e d  w e l l ,  w i t h  T r e v  s u s t a i n i n g  a  l e a k  i n  h i s  f u e l  t a n k  
on t h e  j o u r n e y  up t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  Road. Never  mind, t h e  Scotsman i n  
him managed t o  c a p t u r e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  s p i l l  i n  v a r i o u s  
c o n t a i n e r s ,  b e f o r e  it w a s  t h o r o u g h l y  w a s t e d  by s o a k i n g  i n t o  t h e  
r o a d !  Watching h i s  i m p r o v i s e d  r e p a i r s  was a h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a y .  

The s t reamway w a s  o n l y  i n  mode ra t e  s p a t e ,  making f o r  a  r e a s o n a b l y  . 
f a s t  t r i p .  Lew l e f t  u s  h a l f  way down t h e  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s  f o r  t h e  
s o j o u r n  i n t o  N e w  F e e l i n g .  Dean and C ian  v i r t u a l l y  l e d  t h e  res t  of  
t h e  way, s a y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  e i t h e r  t h e i r  f i t n e s s ,  o r  t h a t  of t h e  
o l d e r  o n e s  p r e s e n t !  The b u l k y  r o p e  l a d d e r s  we were  c a r r y i n g  proved  
awkward t h r o u g h  Windy R i f t ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  o n e s  emplaced on t h e  
c l i m b s  above  R e f u g e  4 v e n  a r e  p r o v i n g  t h e i r  w o r t h  i n  terms of 
d u r a b i l i t y .  

We waded down Trapdoor  Streamway and on t h r o u g h  H e r p e s  I I I .  T h i s  
l a t t e r  o b s t a c l e  is a k i n  t o  h a v i n g  a  b a t h  i n  wet  cemen t ,  and J i m  p l u s  
t h e  o t h e r  new-corners t o  t h i s  a r e a  w e r e n ' t  a t  a l l  impres sed !  T r e v  
s e l f  b e l a y e d  on t h e  20 m e t r e  c l i m b  up i n t o  Avon's  Aven, t h e r e  b e i n g  
a  r i s k  t h a t  t h e  Bonwick l a d d e r s  ( f i x e d  as pe rmanen t  r i g g i n g  h e r e ,  
some 3 - 4 y e a r s  a g o )  migh t  have c o r r o d e d  and become u n s a f e .  The 
l a d d e r s  w i r e / r u n g  j u n c t i o n s  were  v e r y  s e v e r e l y  r u s t e d ,  h e l d  by o n l y  
a  few s t r a n d s  a t  some p o i n t s  n e a r  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  d r o p .  The p o s s i b l e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  t h i s  were o b v i o u s ,  and s o  t h e y  were removed. 

T r e v  r i g g e d  a p l a s t i c - r u n g e d  r e p l a c e m e n t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  o l d  
c a r a b i n e r s  had s e i z e d - u p  on t h e i r  b o l t  h a n g a r s ,  and t h e  new j o b  
c o u l d  n o t  b e  d i r e c t l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e s e  r i g g i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  t h a t  
and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  r e a s o n s .  I n s t e a d ,  it w a s  r i g g e d  f rom t h e  v e r y  t o p  
o n l y .  While  t h i s  s e t - u p  is p e r f e c t l y  s a f e  i n  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m ,  f u t u r e  
p a r t i e s  a r e  a d v i s e d  n o t  t o  t r a f f i c  it u n n e c e s s a r i l y  u n t i l  i t  is 
p r o p e r l y  r e - r i g g e d .  

C a r r y i n g  l a d d e r s  and a i r t a n k ,  T r e v ,  J i m  and Nick  made t h e i r  r a t h e r  
w e i g h t y  way o u t  o f  t h e  c a v e .  J i m  p e r f o r m i n g  a  s u p e r - h e r o e s  r o l e  i n  
s h i f t i n g  t h e  h e a v i e s t  i t e m  t h r o u g h  Windy Rift. The rest of  t h e  
g r o u p  r a c e d  on a h e a d ,  d o i n g  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s e r i e s .  Lew r e - j o i n i n g  them, migh t  have  had 
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  it! A few immers ions  u n d e r  t h e  w e t  c l i m b s  wer.e 
welcomed t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  g l u t i n o u s  mud still a d h e r i n g  f rom t h e  
wal low i n  H e r p e s  III. 

Nick  Hume 

2nd April - Midnight ta Midnight 

P a r t i c i p a n t s :  S t e f a n  E b e r h a r d ,  L e i g h  Doug la s ,  Rebecca Craw, James 
D a v i s ,  Dean Morgan, C ian  Horgan,  P h i 1  Odd ie  and Nick  Hume. 

S o c i a l  c a v i n g  is a  much u n d e r - r a t e d  a c t i v i t y .  F i r s t ,  you have  t o  g e t  
a b i g  g r o u p  t o g e t h e r ,  and t h e n  f i n d  a  c a v e  t h a t  is a p u s h o v e r  t o  d o ,  
which  l e a v e s  p l e n t y  of  t i m e  f o r  l o u n g i n g  a b o u t ;  s o c i a l i s i n g ;  and 
g e n e r a l l y  h a v i n g  a  w o n d e r f u l l y  s l a c k  t i m e .  M i d n i g h t  Hole  is  
d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  C h a l l e n g i n g  enough t o  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
b u t  n o t  o v e r l y  t a x i n g  i n  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s e n s e .  
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J i m  and  Dean j o i n e d  up w i t h  t h e  larger g r o u p  a t  I d a  Bay q u a r r y ,  
h a v i n g  s p e n t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y  c a v e - g u i d i n g  f o r  members o f  t h e  P o l i c e  
Boys C l u b .  The h e a v i e s t  r o p e s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h e  most  j u n i o r  
c l u b  members ( a  s o r t  o f  r e v e r s e  e n t i t l e m e n t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r a n k ! ) ,  and 
up  t h e  t r a c k  w e  wen t .  

The g r o u p  w a s  s p l i t  i n t o  two se l f  c o n t a i n e d  p a r t i e s  o f  f o u r  p e o p l e ;  
J i m ,  Dean,  P h i l  and Nick ;  and  S t e f ,  L e i g h ,  Rebecca and C i a n .  The 
f o r m e r  c rew went i n  f i r s t ,  r i g g i n g  f rom t h e  e n t r a n c e  s a p l i n g  
u t i l i s i n g  a  c a r a b i n e r  c o n s t r a i n t  on one  o f  t h e  d o u b l e d  s t r a n d s ,  
a l l o w i n g  a b s e i l s  t o  b e  done  on a  s i n g l e  r o p e  ( g r e a t  i d e a  J i m ! ) .  Some 
h i g h l y  o r g a n i s e d  v e r t i c a l  c a v i n g  t e c h n i q u e  e n s u e d .  So e f f i c i e n t  was 
it i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  no-one had a  c h a n c e  t o  r ema in  s t i l l  f o r  more t h a n  a 
few s e c o n d s .  The p i t c h e s  " f l e w "  p a s t  i n  a s o r t  o f  b l u r ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  
o n l y  by some p h o t o g r a p h y  on t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  and i n  PlatchDox 
Squeeze. 

An i m p r o v i s e d  conveyor  b e l t  was s e t  up  t o  move t a c k l e  b a g s  " s a u s a g e -  
s t y l e "  t h r o u g h  t h e  s q u e e z e .  Dean and P h i l  were  t h e n  f i r m l y  on home 
t e r r i t o r y  ( h a v i n g  v i s i t e d  h e r e  v i a  t h e  Mys te ry  C r e e k  Cave main 
e n t r a n c e  on many o c c a s i o n s ) ,  s h o u l d e r i n g  t h e  h e a v i e r  p a c k s  . and 
making t h e i r  w i t h d r a w a l .  J i m  was s t i l l  n o t  s a t i s f i e d ,  g o i n g  f o r  a  
l o o k  up  t h e  i n l e t  c r a w l ,  t o  t h e  immed ia t e  l e f t  hand s i d e ,  j u s t  where  
t h e  s q u e e z e  o p e n s  o u t .  He e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l e a d  c o n t i n u e s  f o r  o v e r  
a  hundred  m e t r e s ,  and k e e p s  g o i n g  beyond t h e  p o i n t  where  h i s  k n e e s  
had had enough .  Rumour h a s  it t h a t  J o h n  S a l t  e x p l o r e d  t h i s  a c o u p l e  
o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  r e a c h i n g  an  a v e n .  

The s e c o n d  g r o u p  t o  e n t e r  M i d n i g h t  Ho le  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  b i t  o f  a  
" s n a g "  + on t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h ,  S t e f  h a v i n g  t o  p r u s s i k  b a c k  t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  p rob lem.  On t h e  l a s t  p i t c h ,  t h e  prob lem of  
t h e  s c u l p t e d  g r o o v e s  i n  t h e  r o c k  w a s  o b v i a t e d  by u s i n g  a  s h o r t  s l i n g  
on t h e  e y e - b o l t ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  r o p e  t o  b e  p u l l e d  down w i t h o u t  s o  much 
d r a g .  

Whi le  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  w a i t e d  a t  t h e  c a r s  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  
s e c o n d  p a r t y ,  some u n i v e r s i t y  f r i e n d s  wandered o u t  o f  t h e  bush  and 
j o i n e d  u s .  Namely, Greg B l a k e  and company, who happened t o  b e  coming 
b a c k  f rom a b o t a n i c a l  s t u d y  p r o j e c t  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  up  on 
M o o n l i g h t  F l a t s .  A g r e a t  c h a t  s e s s i o n  d e v e l o p e d .  One t h a t  o n l y  t h e  
impending  d a r k n e s s  b r o u g h t  a n  end t o .  Many t h a n k s  t o  a l l  t h o s e  who 
came a l o n g .  

Nick Uume 

TCC Membership Fees are due for renewal!!!! 

&net let the opportunity pass by. Ik, it m w . . .  

Send $25-00 (818.00 concession) to PO BP): 416 

Sandy Bay. 7005, or pay the Treasurer at the ne x t  meeting 
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MILK RUN 

(If3 38) 
IDA BAY 

ASF Map No. 7 IB38 o TCC 

Longitudinal Section (In E/W Plane ) 

ASF Grade 44 

Surveyed April /June 1985 : 

A.Clarke, T.Porritt , L.Williams, 

M.Frankhauser & D.Carr. 

(Passage Length - 452 m t r e s ;  Depth - 208 m.)  

Original Scale (On A3) - 1 : 500 

Drawn: A.Clarke. 

(SO/ 7 / l 986 )  
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Plan Section 

ASF Grade 4.4 

MILK RUN (10 38) 
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SCALE (On A 4)  1 : 500 ,- 




