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CHRISTMAS 1 9 9 0  / NEW YEAR 1 9 9 1 :  PB E x p e d i t i o n  ( p e r h a p s  . . .  ) Is anyone i n t e r e s t e d ?  I f  
n o t ,  why n o t ? !  See / c o n t a c t  Nick Hume f o r  a  l a s t  minu te  booking!  

RESCUE EXERCISE - F e b r u a r y  22 evening thru F e b r u a r y  2 4 :  Big Tree  P o t  a t  I d a  Bay w i l l  
be  t h e  c e n t r e  of  t h e  a c t i v i t y .  The i d e a  i s  t o  h a u l  someone f rom t h e  bo t tom t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  a s  p e r  a  r e a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  i e  w i t h  most of  t h e  t r a p p i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  f u l l  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  b a s e ,  communications,  l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t  and s o  on.  See S t u  f o r  
t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  weekend - t h e r e  w i l l  b e  p l e n t y  of  room f o r  everyone ,  s o  w r i t e  i t  on 
your  w a l l  c h a r t  now! 

EDITORIAL 

Well, n e a r l y  t h e  end of what h a s  been undoubtedly  t h e  most d r a m a t i c  and u n f o r t u n a t e -  
l y  t h e  most t r a g i c  y e a r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of A u s t r a l i a n  c a v e  e x p l o r a t i o n .  Another 
f l o o d  en t rapment  a  few weeks ago emphasises  a g a i n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 
c a v i n g  i n  mountain env i ronments  w i t h  t h e i r  i n e v i t a b l e  l o c a l  and  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  
wea the r  p a t t e r n s  and r a p i d  wa te r  runof f  t i m e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I f e e l  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  gloom and doom, t h e r e  i s  one b r i g h t  s p o t  
( d a r e  I s a y  i t )  f l o a t i n q  on t h e  h o r i z o n  - Dean, hav ing  been t r a p p e d  t w i c e  i n  t h e  
same c a v e  by t h e  same method w i t h i n  one c a l e n d a r  .yea r ,  must b e  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of  t h e  
G o l d e n  W a t e r  W i n g s  A w a r d  f o r  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a d v e r s i t y !  (Maybe Trev 
s h o u l d  g e t  t h e  ' G o l d e n  O l d i e s '  W a t e r  W i n g s  A w a r d  - h e ' s  been t r a p p e d  t w i c e  i n  GS, 
b u t  some y e a r s  a p a r t  . . .  ) Well done Dean, Trev,  ~ a t r i 8 k  and F l o r i a n  d u r i n g  your 
r e c e n t  en t rapment  - s o  n e a r  and y e t  s o  f a r  . . . .  ! Thanks a l s o  t o  a l l  t h e  members who 
f r o n t e d  up o r  were p r e p a r e d  t o  on t h e  n i g h t  and /day  f o r  a  p o s s i b l e  r e s c u e .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  

Many of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r i p  r e p o r t s  were w r i t t e n  by Dean ( t h e  machine) Morgan!!  
What f s  eve ryone  else up t o ? ?  ( I  t h i n k  Dean would l i k e  t o  know t h e  answer t o  t h a t  
q u e s t i o n  a s  w e l l  . . .  ) 

EXPLORING JF133 1 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 0  

P a r t i c i p a n t s :  Bob Reid ,  S t u a r t  Nicho las  and Dean Morgan 

A f t e r  t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  1% hour  s t r u g g l e  up t h e  h i l l  w e  were f i n a l l y  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  
JF133 t o  f i n i s h  e x p l o r a t i o n  from a  c o u p l e  of  weeks b e f o r e  (see Spe leo  S p i e l  2 6 4 ) .  A 
c o u p l e  of  p i t c h e s  were descended and a  s e c t i o n  of  p a s s a g e  and we were a t  t h e  t o p  of 
t h e  15 m e t r e  p i t c h  t h a t  had s t o p p e d  p r o g r e s s  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t r i p .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
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a f t e r  s e n d i n g  Bob down t h e  p i t c h  he r e p o r t e d  t h a t  it was c o m p l e t e l y  choked a t  t h e  
bot tom w i t h  t h e  wa te r  j u s t  s e e p i n g  th rough  t h e  f l o o r .  The o n l y  l e a d  t h a t  he  found 
was hal fway back up t h e  p i t c h  w i t h  a  squeeze  t h a t  would r e q u i r e  a  b i t  of  d i g g i n g  t o  ' 
g e t  t h r o u g h .  

We had a  look  a round  f o r  o t h e r  l e a d s  b u t  c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  any s o  headed o u t  t o  have a  .. 
look a t  a n o t h e r  nea rby  "new" c a v e .  Bob was t h e  man w i t h  a l l  t h e  SRT g e a r  on s o  down 
t h e  p i t c h  he  went!  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  25  m e t r e  s h a f t  w i t h  a  t i g h t  r i f t  t h a t  
c o u l d n ' t  b e  e n t e r e d .  So, l i k e  it o r  n o t ,  we s t a r t e d  t h e  t r e k  o u t  t o  t h e  shop f o r  
t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o s t - t r i p  bag of  c h i p s !  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  it might be  e a s i e r  t o  t a c k l e  
t h i s  a r e a  now from The Gap a s  we a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  c l o s e r  t o  t h a t  a r e a  and f u r t h e r  
away from t h e  c u r r e n t  a c c e s s  of The S l i p .  

Dean Morgan 

SUMMIT OF WHERRETTS LOOKOUT, etc. 
Walkers: Leigh Douglas and Nick Hume. 

1 September 1990 

S t u a r t ,  Dean and Bob were o f f  t o  " s h a f t  bash" some r e c e n t l y  r e l o c a t e d  h o l e s  on t h e  
s o u t h  wes te rn  s i d e  of  W h e r r e t t s  Lookout ( s e e  r e p o r t  a b o v e ) .  Leigh and I f o l l o w e d  
them a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t u r n o f f  from The S l i p  t r a c k ,  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  up towards  t h e  summit 
of W h e r r e t t s  w i t h  t h e  aim of o b t a i n i n g  some views and making a  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  of 
k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  on i t ' s  n o r t h e r n  s l o p e s .  

The go ing  was open up t o  t h e  s l o p e  " f r a c t u r e "  a t  t h e  head of t h e  ( S l i p )  d e b r i s  
s l i d e .  The f o r m e r l y  s t e e p  go ing  l e v e l l e d  o f f  a b r u p t l y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  due  t o  t h e  
i n t e r f a c e  of s i l t s t o n e  and s a n d s t o n e  i n  u n d e r l y i n g  s e d i m e n t s .  There  i s  good 
o p p o r t u n i t y  h e r e  of i n s p e c t i n g  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l l y - b e d d e d  P e r m o - t r i a s s i c  sed iments  
unconformably o v e r l y i n g  t h e  s t e e p l y - d i p p i n g  Gordon Group of l i m e s t o n e s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  
w e l l  exposed .  P r o g r e s s  slowed t h e r e a f t e r ,  p i c k i n g  a  b e s t  l i n e  a c r o s s  t h e  p l a t e a u  
th rough  t h e  t r e e f a l l  and s c r u b .  A s h o r t  c l imb  of t h e  s m a l l  i s o l a t e d  d o l e r i t e  cap  
was rewarded by a  panorama of t h e  J u n e e - F l o r e n t i n e  k a r s t .  

The wes te rn  and n o r t h e r n  s l o p e s  of t h i s  h i l l  a r e  more e a s i l y  n a v i g a b l e  t h a n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  s i d e  by which we had come and pe rhaps  t h e  f i r e - i n t e n s i t y  c r e a t e d  by s t r o n g  
"nor-westers" ,  h e r e ,  p r o v i d e s  a  more open assemblage t o o .  Whatever, d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  
approximate  upper  l e v e l  of  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  c o n t a c t  ( c .  720 t o  750 m e t r e s  a . s . 1 . )  i n  
t h i s  v i c i n i t y )  was s u r p r i s i n g l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .  

We wandered a t o p  a  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  l a r g e  c l i f f - f a c e  ( t o w e r )  which i s  a l s o  v i s i b l e  from 
t h e  summit of n e i g h b o u r i n g  Mount T i m  Shea.  A r e s i s t a n t  rock t y p e  ( a k i n  t o  a  h i g h l y  
v e i n e d  q u a r t z i t e )  c a p s  t h i s  and i s  p robab ly  an  anomalously s i l i c e o u s  ( W h e r r e t t s  
Cher t  Member) i n  t h e  Karmberg Limestone.  The capping,  a s  w e l l  a s  u n d e r c u t t i n g  of 
t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  ( p u r e r  and m a s s i v e l y  bedded) l i m e s t o n e  h a s  o v e r s t e e p e n e d  t h i s  f e a t u r e  
(and t h e  a r e a  immediate ly  west of  i t )  q u i t e  s p e c t a c u l a r l y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  
s o r t s  of k a r s t  f e a t u r e s  were more common t h a n  a c t u a l  c a v e s  a l o n g  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  we 
took ,  which was a  f a i r l y  immediate c o n t o u r  l i n e  approx imat ing  t h e  c o n t a c t  and 
head ing  w e s t .  On t h e  way I r e c o r d e d  d i r e c t i o n  of  s t r i k e  and d i p  a n g l e  of t h e  
bedding p l a n e s ,  which a r e  p o o r l y  d e s c r i b e d  ( i e  u n d e s c r i b e d ! )  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a .  

Re tu rn ing  towards  The Gap, we e n c o u n t e r e d  an open f i e l d  of exposed r u n d k a r r e n .  
Immediately s o u t h  of h e r e  were a  few s m a l l  e n t r a n c e s  o v e r l o o k i n g  a  s t e e p  s i d e d  d r y  
g u l l y ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  s t a r t l i n g  was found ( e x c e p t  nea rby  F l o r e n t i n e  road  down a  v e r y  
s t e e p  s l o p e ) .  T h i s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e a  and d e f i n i t e l y  worth  more t i m e  and e f f o r t  
t h a n  o u r  b r i e f  t r a n s e c t  of t h e  p l a c e .  Impending bad weather  caused  an e a r l y  r e t r e a t  
back t o  t h e  c a r  a t  Lady Binney Corner .  

Nick Hume (m Dean Morgan! ! )  

PENDANT POTTERING (Pendant Pot JF37) 
Potteroos: Nick Booth, Cian and Dean Morgan 

2 September 1990 

Pendant Pot i s  a  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  and no t  t o o  h a r d  a  cave and I though t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  
would e n j o y  i t ,  b u t  Cian was e n j o y i n g  s l e e p  more a s  we were supposed t o  meet a t  
7.30am. A f t e r  a  b i t  of h u s t l i n g  on t h e  phone he  t u r n e d  up a l t h o u g h  it was a  l a t e  
s t a r t  and t h e  bot tom of t h e  cave would p robab ly  no t  be  reached  on t h i s  day .  Once a t  
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t h e  cave ,  w e  u s e d  a  rope t o  h a u l  t h e  g e a r  up t h e  7 m e t r e  e n t r a n c e  c l i m b  and t h e n  
headed th rough  t h e  squeeze  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h .  There  was a  b i t  of 
j o s t l i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  a s  we p u t  on SRT g e a r  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  s p a c e  and r i g g e d  t h e  p i t c h .  
I descended f i r s t  fo l lowed  by Nick; Cian d e c i d e d  t o  o p t  o u t  a s  h i s  l i g h t  was having 
an a t t a c k  of t h e  b l a c k o u t s .  Nick and I t h e n  went down Pandemonium R i f t  and t h e n  I 
went down t h e  4 0  me t re  P e l  Me1 p i t c h .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a  b o l t  20 m e t r e s  down 
on t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l  which I o n l y  used  a s  a  r e d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  on t h e  way o u t  n o t i c e d  
t h a t  t h e  b r a c k e t  had b e n t  and n e a r l y  p u l l e d  o f f  t h e  w a l l ,  s o  I recommend t h a t  it  now 
only b e  used  a s  a  r e d i r e c t i o n .  

We had d e c i d e d  t h a t  it  would be  b e s t  t o  head o u t  of  t h e  cave  a s  once a g a i n  t i m e  was 
s h o r t  and a p a r t  from me dropp ing  a  jumar, k r a b  and s l i n g  down t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h ,  we 
were soon back a t  t h e  c a r  and t h e  r a i n !  N a t u r a l l y  t h e  r a i n  s t o p p e d  a s  soon a s  we 
were changed and d r i v i n g  away! 

Dean Morgan 

A MUD WALLOW AT IDA BAY: Surveying in Arthurs Folly IBllO 
Wallowers: Dean Morgan and Ar thur  C l a r k e .  

Three  n i n e s  (9-9-90) o n l y  occur  once a  c e n t u r y !  It seemed l i k e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  excuse  
t o  do something d i f f e r e n t ;  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w e r e  a  bask  i n  t h e  s u n s h i n e ,  c l imb  a  
mountain o r  l i s t e n  t o  Hawthorn d e f e a t  Melbourne i n  t h e  AFL e l i m i n a t i o n  f i n a l  of  
Auss ie  r u l e s .  None of t h e s e  t h i n g s  happened! 

A r t h u r s  F o l l y  h a s  been e s t i m a t e d  a t  b e i n g  1 km l o n g  b u t  had o n l y  been h a l f  surveyed 
( t o  abou t  580 m e t r e s ) .  The aim f o r  t h e  day was t o  f i n i s h  t h e  s u r v e y  and c o l l e c t  
some S p r i n g t a i l s .  N e i t h e r  aim was a c h i e v e d  a l t h o u g h  a n o t h e r  266 m e t r e s  of cave  was 
su rveyed  w i t h  t h e  major  t r e n d  b e i n g  SE ( 1 4 5  d e g r e e s  m a g n e t i c ) .  Some t e r r e s t r i a l  
I sopods  and a  3cm long  m i l l i p e d e  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  and s e v e r a l  a q u a t i c  I sopods  were 
s e e n  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  A l a r g e  Arnaurobiid h u n t i n g  s p i d e r  was a l s o  s e e n  about  300 
m e t r e s  i n  b u t  no S p r i n g t a i l s  were found.  

I n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t h e r e  i s  a  p u t r i d  s m e l l  which resembles  t h e  odour of human f a e c e s .  
Upstream i n  t h e  crawlway t h e r e  i s  r e c e n t  e v i d e n c e  of back- f lood ing  due t o  l e a k a g e  
from t h e  r o a d s i d e  d r a i n ,  f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  by Dean Morgan i n  May t h i s  y e a r .  Mention of 
t h e  problem i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  r e c e n t  c o n s u l t a n c y  r e p o r t  on K a r s t  F e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  Lune 
R i v e r  V a l l e y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  F o r e s t r y  Commission by A r t h u r  C l a r k e .  Because of t h e  
back- f lood ing ,  t h e  s t r e a m  g r a v e l s  a r e  covered  by a  2 t o  3 cm t h i c k  l a y e r  of f i n e  
s i l t .  

The c a v e  was r e l a t i v e l y  d r y  - t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l s  were down b u t  t h e  mud l e v e l s  seemed 
d e e p e r !  The a i r  i n  t h e  cave  smel t  musty and d u s t y ,  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  was some d u s t  i n  
t h e  cave  a tmosphere .  Most of t h e  tree r o o t s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c o r a t i v e  chamber w e r e  
u n u s u a l l y  d r y ,  a l t h o u g h  some I sopods  were s e e n  amongst t h e  f i b r e s .  The Ascomycetes 
f u n g i  had a l s o  d r i e d  up.  These used  t o  ha rbour  P a r o n e l l i d  S p r i n g t a i l s ,  b u t  none 
were s e e n  on t h i s  t r i p .  

Beyond t h e  r o c k f a l l  b e f o r e  t h e  "Y" j u n c t i o n ,  t h e  cave  p a s s a g e  s i d l e s  around a  l a r g e  
aven choked w i t h  d o l e r i t e  b o u l d e r  ( o r  b a s a l t )  c o b b l e s  and b o u l d e r s ,  some of them up 
t o  0 . 8  m e t r e s  a c r o s s .  A s l i g h t  d r a u g h t  was n o t i c e d  ( o r  imagined)  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
There  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a  c l i m b a b l e  l e a d  h e r e  which e x t e n d s  upwards f o r  1 5  m e t r e s  b u t  
due t o  t i m e  c o n s t r a i n t s  was n o t  a t t e m p t e d .  ( A r t h u r  was on s t a n d b y  work s o  had t o  be 
o u t  r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y . )  Downstream from t h i s  choke t h e  j a s p e r  and o t h e r  s i l i c e o u s  
f ragments  i n  t h e  s t r e a m  g r a v e l s  a r e  up t o  f i s t  s i z e .  Upstream, t h e  g r a v e l s  a l s o  
a p p e a r  t o  be  more a n g u l a r  o r  sub-angu la r  a l t h o u g h  some rounded q u a r t z  f r agments  were 
s e e n .  

The s u r v e y  was commenced a t  t h e  "Y" j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s i d e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  heads  s o u t h ,  
t h i s  p a s s a g e  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  suspended p o o l s  of  dog t o o t h  s p a r  c a l c i t e  c r y s t a l s .  
The main c a v e  p a s s a g e  t r e n d s  o f f  t o  t h e  e a s t  from t h e  j u n c t i o n ,  t h e n  d e v i a t e s  
s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and swings l e f t  c o n t i n u i n g  i s  an e a s t e r l y ,  s o u t h  e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n .  Another s m a l l e r  aven choke i s  e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  same d o l e r i t e  o r  
b a s a l t  c o b b l e s  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  s m a l l e r  f r agments  and a r e  more cemented t o g e t h e r  t h a n  
i n  t h e  l a r g e r  downstream choke.  

Upstream t h e  cave  goes  t h r o u g h  a  l a r g e  p h r e a t i c  s e c t i o n  w i t h  a  4 m e t r e  h i g h  exposure  
of s t r a t i f i e d  c l a y s  and s a n d s  above a  t h i n n e r  sequence  of  g r a v e l s .  The s t r a t i f i e d  
c l a y s  e x t e n d  up t o  t h e  cave  r o o f .  
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From t h e  s t r e a m  bed  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n i c e  p i e c e  of  banded a g a t e  was c o l l e c t e d .  
F u r t h e r  on t h e  c a v e  p a s s a g e  narrows t o  a  narrow vadose  canyon shape  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  
p h r e a t i c  t u b e  s e c t i o n  a s  t h e  p a s s a g e  heads  s o u t h .  A f t e r  a  few l a r g e  breakdown 
chambers and some v e r y  d e c o r a t i v e  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  w h i t e  f l o w s t o n e ,  s t r a w s  and s m a l l  
h e l i c t i t e s ,  t h e  c a v e  d i r e c t i o n  a b r u p t l y  t u r n s  e a s t  and t h e  p a s s a g e  becomes a  c r a w l  
th rough  a  4 m e t r e  wide dome shaped  roof  s e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a  m i x t u r e  of  l y i n g  
p r o s t r a t e  i n  t h e  30cm deep  wa te r  o r  wallowing i n  t h e  mud. The s u r v e y  began f l a t -  
o u t !  The p a s s a g e  h e i g h t  i s  down t o  abou t  750mm b u t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s u r v e y  l e g s  were 
l o n g e r .  A t  t h e  end  of  o u r  s u r v e y  a n  ' X r  i s  marked i n  t h e  mud and  i n d i c a t e d  by a  
s m a l l  l e n g t h  of  o range  f l a g g i n g  t a p e  t i e d  t o  a  s m a l l  column. T h i s  c r a w l  i s  e s t i m a t -  
e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  f o r  a n o t h e r  200 t o  250 m e t r e s .  Any v o l u n t e e r s  t o  f i n i s h  o f f  t h e  
s u r v e y  would b e  g r a t e f u l l y  a c c e p t e d .  The w r i t e r  i s  l e a v i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y  abode i n  
Dover f o r  t h e  b i g  smoke of  Hobar t !  Many t h a n k s  t o  Dean f o r  h a u l i n g  t h e  c a v i n g  pack 
wi th  s u r v e y  g e a r  and b o t t l e s  of  bugs .  

A r t h u r  C l a r k e  

VALLEY ENTRANCE (IB120) 
Participants: Doone ( a l c o h o l  a b u s e )  P e a r c e ,  Dean Morgan. 

16 September 1990 

I s h o u l d  have j u s t  hung up t h e  phone when I h e a r d  t h e  drunken f r i v o l i t i e s  i n  t h e  
background, b u t  i n s t e a d  I made t h e  m i s t a k e  of  a s k i n g  Doone i f  s h e  wanted t o  go 
c a v i n g  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  She t h e n  made t h e  m i s t a k e  of  s a y i n g  "yes" !  I had no rope  s o  
it looked  l i k e  E x i t  was t h e  one .  

The f i r s t  s i g n  was h e r  l a g g i n g  b e h i n d  on t h e  walk down t o  t h e  cave  a s  s h e  i s  
normal ly  bounding a l o n g ,  b u t  once a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  s h e  s a i d  s h e  was f e e l i n g  O K .  The 
wa te r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  cave  w a s n f t  a s  h i g h  a s  I t h o u g h t  it would be ,  a l t h o u g h  it was 
f lowing  f a s t e r  t h a n  u s u a l  making it e a s y  t o  s p o t  where t h e  D r E n t r e a c a s t e a u  R i v e r  
f lows i n .  A q u i c k  look  up h e r e  a t  t h e  glowworm d i s p l a y  was had .  We t h e n  went t o  
t h e  Bal l room and once back down a t  t h e  streamway, Doone's c o n d i t i o n  was " a l l  r i g h t "  
s o  we d e c i d e d  t o  head towards  V a l l e y  E n t r a n c e .  T h i s  was where h e r  c o n d i t i o n  s t a r t e d  
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  i n  d i r e c t  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  w e  t r a v e l l e d .  

A q u i c k  look  i n  E d i e s  T r e a s u r e  and  w e  were p r o b a b l y  h a l f  way t h e r e  t i m e - w i s e  s o  i t  
was no u s e  t u r n i n g  back .  A lunch  s t o p  was had i n  t h e  Grand F i s s u r e  and  from t h e r e  
it was s t r a i g h t  t o  V a l l e y  E n t r a n c e  a v o i d i n g  K e l l a r s  Squeeze .  From t h e r e  it was a  
b i t  of  g r u n t i n g  and g r o a n i n g  and w e  w e r e  f i n a l l y  o u t  of  t h e  c a v e .  

Doone's stomach s t i l l  had t o  f a c e  t h e  1% t o  2  hour  bushwalk back t o  t h e  c a r .  She 
must have been d e l i r i o u s  a s  s h e  though t  t h e  s h o r t  walk up t o  t h e  s a d d l e  was h a r d e r  
t h a n  walking up W h e r r e t t s  Lookout ! !  The t h i n g s  a l c o h o l  can do t o  a  p e r s o n .  A t  
l e a s t  t h e  rest of  t h e  walk i s  d o w n h i l l .  Doone even t u r n e d  down my o f f e r  of  a n  egg 
and bacon r o l l  f rom t h e  Dover shop - some peop le  a r e  n e v e r  happy! 

Dean Morgan 

MOUNT WELD 22 September 1990 
Welders: R u s s e l  F u l t o n ,  Dave Rasch (SCS) and Dean Morgan (TCC) 

R u s s e l l  had a  c o u p l e  of t h i n g s  t h a t  he wanted t o  t a k e  a  look  a t  i n  t h e  Mount Weld 
a r e a  and I was keen t o  go a s  I had never  been i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and  d i d n ' t  even know 
where i t  was. I t o o k  a  minimum of c a v i n g  g e a r  and no SRT g e a r  and t h e  o t h e r s  j u s t  
took  l i g h t s  a s  w e  knew t h a t  n o t h i n g  would be  found i f  we t o o k  300 m e t r e s  of  rope  o u t  
t h e r e  ! 

A f t e r  a  c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  of  walking w e  came t o  t h e  d r y  v a l l e y  which was t h e  a r e a  of 
i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  d a y .  We s p l i t  up from h e r e  and I c l imbed  up t h e  s t e e p ,  a lmos t  
v e r t i c a l  s i d e  of  t h e  v a l l e y  on t h e  r i g h t  f o r  150 m e t r e s  u n t i l  r e a c h i n g  some c o n t a c t  
c l i f f s .  These were f o l l o w e d  a l o n g  f o r  a  w h i l e  b u t  o n l y  one e n t r a n c e  was found which 
was a  10 m e t r e  p i t c h  h a r d  up a g a i n s t  a  c l i f f .  There  was no d r a u g h t  and it d i d n ' t  
look p romis ing .  W e  t h e n  regrouped  and headed up t h e  v a l l e y  a s  R u s s e l l  was s u r e  t h a t  
he had been i n  t h e  v a l l e y  f u r t h e r  up and t h e r e  was a  c r e e k  i n  i t .  A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
up we came t o  a  f o r k  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  and a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  map it was d e c i d e d  t h e  
l e f t  b ranch  was t h e  b e s t  o p t i o n  which p roved  t o  b e  c o r r e c t  a s  w e  soon came t o  a  v e r y  
i m p r e s s i v e  l a r g e  s w a l l e t .  The w e t  e n t r a n c e  sumped i n  a  r i f t  s t i l l  i n  d a y l i g h t ,  
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a l t h o u g h  t h e  w a t e r  c o u l d  be  h e a r d  c r a s h i n g  below u s .  Off t o  t h e  s i d e  t h e r e  was 
a n o t h e r  s m a l l  v e r t i c a l  e n t r a n c e  which I f r e e c l i m b e d  down t o  t h e  t o p  of  a  10 met re  

- p i t c h  where a l l  t h e  w a t e r  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  and h e a r d .  Another  10 m e t r e  p i t c h  fo l lowed  
t h a t  l e d  t o  a  l a r g e  chamber, b u t  n e i t h e r  of  t h e s e  p i t c h e s  c o u l d  b e  descended a s  we 
had no r o p e !  

W e  t h e n  s p e n t  a  c o u p l e  of  h o u r s  b a s h i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s c r u b  f i n d i n g  one s m a l l  e n t r a n c e  
which I managed t o  squeeze  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  t o p  of  f i v e  m e t r e  p i t c h  w i t h  walk th rough  
p a s s a g e  f rom t h e r e  on.  The o n l y  o t h e r  t h i n g  of  n o t e  was a  l a r g e  o u t c r o p  made of 
q u a r t z i t e  c r y s t a l s  which looked  p r e t t y  amazing! The o t h e r s  t h e n  t o o k  m e  t o  a  l a r g e  
cave found on a  p r e v i o u s  t r i p  which i s  on t h e  t r a c k .  T h i s  e n t r a n c e  i s  Mystery Creek 
s i z e d  w i t h  an  e q u i v a l e n t  s i z e  s t r e a m  f l o w i n g  i n t o  i t .  Apparen t ly  it o n l y  goes  f o r  
abou t  70 m e t r e s  b e f o r e  na r rowing  down t o  s m a l l  c o n d u i t s  t a k i n g  a l l  of t h e  w a t e r .  No 
p r o s p e c t s  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  i n  v e r y  d r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  

W e  c a l l e d  it a  day  from t h e r e  and s t a r t e d  t h e  t r a c k  back t o  t h e  d r e a d e d  c u t t i n g  
g r a s s  which s l a s h e d  my arms t o  b i t s ,  hav ing  made t h e  m i s t a k e  of  wear ing a  s h o r t  
s l e e v e d  s h i r t  on t h e  way o u t .  Many t h a n k s  t o  R u s s e l l  f o r  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  t r i p  and 
t a k i n g  m e  a l o n g .  Another  t r i p  i s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  weekend t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
s w a l l e t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  above . . .  

Dean Morgan 

BIG TREE POT ( I B 9 )  25 September 1 9 9 0  
T r e e  Pots: J a n i n e  Hopkins, S t u a r t  S c o t t ,  P a u l  S t e a n e  ( P o l i c e  S e a r c h  & Rescue) and 
S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  (TCC) . 

A prompt 7am s t a r t  augured  w e l l  f o r  t h e  day,  and even t h e  wea the r  looked  vague ly  
k i n d  t o  u s .  Armed w i t h  many and v a r i e d  r o p e s  i n c l u d i n g  a  135 m e t r e  11 mm new Blue 
Water, w e  swea ted  i n t o  Big  Tree  P o t ,  f i n d i n g  it w i t h o u t  problem.  

S t u  S c o t t  r i g g e d  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  and w e  dropped i n t o  t h e  abysmal b l a c k n e s s .  
L o c a t i n g  a  r e p o r t e d  b o l t  f o r  one of  t h e  p i t c h e s  p roved  f r u i t l e s s  s o  w e  went f o r  t h e  
' a n c h o r  n a t u r a l e r ,  t h e n  found a  b o l t  p l u g  on t h e  f l o o r  a t  t h e  head of t h e  n e x t  
p i t c h .  Some s e a r c h i n g  r e v e a l e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  a  c a s i n g  i n t o  which t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  
b o l t  was screwed.  The o t h e r  p i t c h e s  used  n a t u r a l  b e l a y s ,  o f t e n  however r e q u i r i n g  
w i r e  t r a c e s  and s l i g h t l y  awkward s t a r t s  because  of  t h e  s h a r p  r o c k .  

The main 90 m e t r e  p i t c h  produced some s u i t a b l e  exc lamatory  remarks from t h e  assem- 
b l e d  team.  The 135 m e t r e  rope  was b e l a y e d  t o  t h e  rock s p i k e  a t  t h e  t o p  and back t o  
a  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  mega-s ta l  . . .  Dropping t h e  rope  end  made f o r  more s t r a n g e  
u t t e r i n g s  by a l l  assembled.  

Below t h e  i n i t i a l  l i p  ( p r o t e c t e d  w i t h  a  g e a r  bag  and p r o t e c t o r ) ,  t h e  s h a f t  i s  q u i t e  
m a g n i f i c e n t ,  b e i n g  l a r g e  i n  s e c t i o n  and f r e e h a n g i n g  b u t  w i t h  t h e  rope  n o t  f a r  from 
t h e  w a l l  f o r  some of  i t s  h e i g h t ,  making p r u s i k i n g  up a g a i n  somewhat e a s i e r .  (Where 
does  t h e  h o l e  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  go??)  The e v e r p r e s e n t  s t r e a m l e t  was p r e s e n t  ( ! )  b u t  
n o t  i n  any magni tude,  a l t h o u g h  d ropp ing  t h e  bo t tom 9  m e t r e  p i t c h  was a  l i t t l e  damp. 
T h i s  was r i g g e d  from a  p r o j e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f l o o r  w i t h  t h e  t a i l  of  t h e  main r o p e .  Paul  
S t e a n e  wandered / squirmed a l o n g  t o  t h e  end of t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  s e c t i o n  b u t  r e p o r t e d  
( v i s u a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by speech)  t h a t  t h e  mud was i n  f i n e  form. Everyone e l s e  j u s t  
w a i t e d  a round  f o r  a  few minu tes  b e f o r e  t a c k l i n g  t h e  p r u s i k  back up t h e  90 m e t r e .  
Long p i t c h e s  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  more e n j o y a b l e  on low s t r e t c h  llmm r o p e !  

While w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  90 met re ,  much d i s c u s s i o n  ensued  re t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  
of  t h e  c a v e  a s  a  venue f o r  a  r e s c u e  e x e r c i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  few months and i n  f a c t  
t h i s  h a s  been chosen f o r  an  e x e r c i s e  i n  l a t e  February  1991. S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  more 
d e t a i l s .  

The 135 m e t r e  r o p e  was p u l l e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  s t u f f i n g  it i n  a  bag,  ( i e  a s  a  snake)  
whi le  t h e  o t h e r  s h o r t e r  r o p e s  were s t u f f e d  and lugged  o u t .  The b o l t  p l u g  found on 
t h e  way i n  was i n s e r t e d  i n  i t s  r e s p e c t i v e  s p i t  w h i l e  d e r i g g i n g .  Ga in ing  t h e  s u r f a c e  
a f t e r  f i v e  h o u r s  r e v e a l e d  c o o l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  and a  p a s s i n g  r a i n  s to rm,  b u t  t h i s  had 
c l e a r e d  by  t h e  t i m e  everyone was o u t .  A less f a s t  r e t r e a t  t o  t h e  c a r  was made and 
t h e  r e t u r n  t o  Hobart  made i n  good s t y l e .  A l l  i n  a l l  a  good t r i p  and c e r t a i n l y  
recommended t o  anyone who h a s n ' t  done it ( j u s t  f i n d  a  l o n g  l l m m  rope  and a  coup le  of 
s t r o n g  P o l i c e  bods t o  l u g  it i n  and o u t . . . ) .  

S t u a r t  N i c h o l a s  
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OWL POT J F 2 2 1  
P a r t y :  B r i a n  French and Dean Morgan 

7 O c t o b e r  1990 

An e a r l y  s t a r t  had  been o r g a n i s e d  a s  t h e  p l a n  was t o  do T a s s i e  Po t  b u t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  t h e  l o n g  r o p e  f o r  t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  s o  it looked  l i k e  a n o t h e r  t r i p  i n t o  O w l  Po t  a s  
B r i a n  h a d n r t  been t h e r e .  W e  d i d n r t  have enough rope  f o r  t h e  h a n d l i n e  a t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  s o  a  q u i c k  s l i d e  was t h e  o r d e r  of  t h e  d a y !  Whi l s t  r i g g i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  
a  b o l t  and hanger  was a c c i d e n t l y  dropped and a s  I o n l y  had two l e f t ,  i t  looked  l i k e  
t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  may n o t  b e  descended .  Packs u s u a l l y  g e t  l i g h t e r  a s  g e a r  i s  un loaded  
and u s e d  d u r i n g  d e s c e n t ,  b u t  by t h e  t i m e  w e  had a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  l a s t  
p i t c h ,  a  swing cheek p u l l e y ,  a  g l o v e  and a  rope  p r o t e c t o r  had been found!  These 
t h i n g s  were p r o b a b l y  l e f t  b e h i n d  a f t e r  t h e  S&R e x e r c i s e  i n  t h e  c a v e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  
y e a r ,  d e s p i t e  my hav ing  l e a d  t h e  t r i p  ... 

The m i s s i n g  / dropped hanger  ended up n o t  b e i n g  needed on t h e  bo t tom p i t c h  a s  a 'Y' 
b e l a y  from one b o l t  and a  chock i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l  p roved  a d e q u a t e .  Once down 
t h i s  p i t c h ,  w e  headed f o r  t h e  sump. On t h e  S&R e x e r c i s e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h e  
sump was c o m p l e t e l y  d r y  and t h e  w a t e r  was n o t e d  t o  j u s t  s e e p  under  a  w a l l ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e r e  was s t i l l  p l e n t y  o f  w a t e r  coming down t h e  l a s t  p i t c h  on t h a t  o c c a s i o n .  Now I 
s e v e r e l y  r e g r e t  n o t  hav ing  c r a w l e d  up t h e  sump p a s s a g e  t h e n  a s  t o d a y  it was com- 
p l e t e l y  submerged w i t h  t h e  more normal f low c o n d i t i o n s .  The w a t e r  must d i s a p p e a r  
b e f o r e  t h e  sump i t s e l f  - I wonder how much t h e  streamway h a s  been pushed a t  t h e  
bottom of t h e  l a s t  p i t c h ? ? ?  I t  s h o u l d  be  looked  a t  i n  d r i e r  c o n d i t i o n s  . . .  

We made t h e  r e t r e a t ,  g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  c a r  by 2pm. A s  it was a  l o v e l y  c l e a r  day  
t i m e  was s p e n t  admir ing  t h e  view from t h e  t o p  of t h e  Nine Road and Tim Shea.  W e  
even t r e k k e d  i n t o  Junee  Resurgence on t h e  way o u t ,  b u t  were s t i l l  back i n  Hobart  by 
5pm a f t e r  a  n i c e  p l e a s a n t  s l a c k  day was had by b o t h  of u s .  

Dean Morgan 

MIDNIGHT HOLE ( I B 1 1 )  
P a r t i c i p a n t s :  Rowan Marsha l1  and Dean Morgan 

1 4  O c t o b e r  1990 

Rowan i s  my u s u a l  rockc l imbing  p a r t n e r  and  I had  been t e l l i n g  him how c a v i n g  i s  much 
b e t t e r  t h a n  c l i m b i n g  s o  a  t r i p  was p lanned  i n t o  Growling S w a l l e t  t o  p rove  t h e  p o i n t .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  ANM weren ' t  handing o u t  p e r m i t s  t h i s  weekend s o  it looked  l i k e  
Midnight Hole was i n  o r d e r .  

Once a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  i t  took  u s  o n l y  of a n  hour  t o  g e t  down t o  Mystery  Creek Cave. 
We had p l a n n e d  t o  have a  look  around i n  f a r  end  of t h e  cave  a s  I a lways  seem t o  j u s t  
go s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a v e  and o u t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  we b o t h  had a n  a t t a c k  of t h e  
d readed  l e t h a r g y  and t h i s  t r i p  a l s o  ended up b e i n g  a  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  a f f a i r  w i t h  
o n l y  t h e  u s u a l  d e t o u r s  on t h e  way o u t .  We were o n l y  underground f o r  something l i k e  
two hours  ! 

Dean Morgan 

and now f o r  something s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  . . .  
NEWDEGATE -CAVE ( s h o w  cave a t  H a s t i n g s  . . . )  21 O c t o b e r  
T o u r i s t s :  P h i 1  Jackson,  Andrew McNeill  ( b o t h  SCS), Dean Morgan (TCC) p l u s  t h r e e  
o t h e r  p e o p l e  whose names e l u d e  me f o r  t h e  moment . . .  

Overnight  r a i n  had p u t  a n  end t o  my p lanned  S p l a s h  Pot  t r i p  s o  I t u r n e d  up a t  
J a c k o ' s  house  a t  8am t o  t r y  and b u t t  my way on t o  a  t r i p  w i t h  him. He mumbled a  
words i n  h i s  s l e e p  abou t  mee t inq  a t  R u s s e l l  F u l t o n ' s  a t  10 am. Knowinq how much 
needs h i s  b e a u t y  s l e e p ,  I l e f t  him f o r  a  c o u p l e  of h o u r s  l o n g e r  and met them a t  
loam. A f t e r  l e a v i n g  a t  l l a m  and g e t t i n g  t o  H a s t i n g s ,  Jacko  had t o  p l a c e  some 
c h a r c o a l  bags  i n  t h e  H e l l s  Half  Acre a r e a  of  Newdegate f o r  a  w a t e r  t r a c i n g  e x p e r i -  
ment.  

1990 

few 
he 

By e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  we were a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  g a t e  which combined c l a s s i c a l  neo- 
Georgian f e a t u r e s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  advan tages  of  modern t e c h n o l o g y !  I was h a l f  e x p e c t -  
i n g  t o  be  c a r r i e d  a l o n g  conveyor  b e l t s  once th rough  t h e  g a t e  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  
had t o  walk.  T h a n k f u l l y  someone had l e f t  t h e  f i r s t  p i t c h  r i g g e d  w i t h  a  l o v e l y  
c o n c r e t e  s p i r a l  s t a i r c a s e  and I t h i n k  t h e  c l u b  s h o u l d  p u r c h a s e  some of t h e s e  a s  t h e y  
a r e  much e a s i e r  t h a n  SRT o r  l a d d e r s !  I ' m  s u r e  t h e  newer members c o u l d  c a r r y  them i n  
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f o r  u s .  (Do we have newer members? - Ed) E v e n t u a l l y  w e  r a n  o u t  of c o n c r e t e  p a t h  
and had t o  r e s o r t  t o  wa lk ing  on mud!! A f t e r  p a s s i n g  o v e r  p i l e s  of  smashed l i g h t  
g l o b e s  and f l a s h  b u l b s  we w e r e  f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  some r e a l  c a v e .  

T h i s  was my f i r s t  t r i p  i n t o  t h e  cave and I was q u i t e  impressed  w i t h  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  
p a s s a g e  a s  I was e x p e c t i n g  it t o  be  s m a l l e r  owing t o  it b e i n g  i n  d o l e r m i t e .  The 
f i r s t  and o n l y  r e a l  p i t c h  was r i g g e d  wi th  a  l a d d e r  ( w i r e ,  n o t  c o n c r e t e ! )  which took 
u s  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e t e l y  d r y  'Mystery Creek1 s t r eambed .  A s h o r t  g r o v e l  l a t e r  w e  were 
i n  H e l l s  Half Acre where Jacko  p l a c e d  t h e  f l u o r e s c e i n  f o l l o w e d  by a  look  upst ream.  
I e v e n t u a l l y  came t o  a  s p o t  where t h e  s t r e a m  was coming o u t  of  a  duck / squeeze  and 
a f t e r  d i g g i n g  a  b i t  of s i l t  o u t  of  t h e  bottom, I squeezed  t h r o u g h  and p roceeded  t o  
c rawl  up 150 m e t r e s  of s m a l l  w e t  muddy p a s s a g e  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  b a s e  of  4 me t re  
w a t e r f a l l .  There  seemed t o  be  no way t o  c l imb  it s o  I c r a w l e d  back down t h e  
streamway t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h i s  might be  something new, b u t  a f t e r  mee t ing  t h e  o t h e r s  
a g a i n  I was informed t h a t  t h e r e  was a  d r y  bypass  t h a t  even g e t s  one t o  t h e  t o p  of 
t h e  w a t e r f a l l !  We a l l  made o u r  r e t r e a t  from t h e r e  and a p a r t  from n e a r l y  g e t t i n g  
l o s t  on t h e  e p i c  bushwalk back t o  c a r s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  went f i n e !  

Dean Morgan 

SERVALANE - Growling Swallet (JF36) 4 November 1990 
Participants: Jona thon  Simrns ( E n g l i s h  c a v e r )  and Dean Morgan 

The S e r v a l a n e  a r e a  of Growling was of  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  a s  t h e r e  was some walk 
t h r o u g h  p a s s a g e  s t i l l  g o i n g  t h a t  I had  found w i t h  Trevor  on t r i p  a  few months ago .  
We had run  o u t  of t i m e  on t h a t  t r i p  and i t  had been t o o  w e t  o v e r  w i n t e r  t o  go i n  
( w i t h  any c e r t a i n t y  of  g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  same day,  a n y w a y ! ) .  A s  Jona thon  was from 
England I knew he  would l i k e  t h e  S e r v a l a n e  t y p e  passage ,  s o  t o d a y  was t h e  day t h a t  
we would connec t  Growling w i t h  Khazad-dum!! 

A s  can  b e  e x p e c t e d  on any S e r v a l a n e  t r i p ,  something went wrong. T h i s  t i m e  my c a r  
blew a  r a d i a t o r  hose  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  town s o  w e  had t o  go back and  p i c k  up J o n a t h o n ' s  
c a r .  T h i s  p u t  u s  somewhat b e h i n d  s o  w e  were d o u b t f u l  of even hav ing  t i m e  t o  g e t  t o  
S e r v a l a n e .  I wasn ' t  even s u r e  of b e i n g  a b l e  t o  f i n d  it hav ing  o n l y  been i n  t h e r e  
once w i t h  Trevor ,  b u t  l u c k i l y  t h e  r o u t e  w a s n f t  a s  complex a s  I remember it and we 
were soon squ i rming  o u r  way t h r o u g h  t h e  S e r v a l a n e  p a s s a g e .  

A f t e r  some t i m e ,  t h e  p o i n t  where Space Rat A l l e y  j o i n s  a  r i f t  h i g h  up i s  reached  and 
I remembered hav ing  t o  c l imb  up i n t o  a  h o l e  i n  t h e  roof  and d r o p p i n g  i n t o  a  p a r a l l e l  
r i f t .  W e  l ooked  around f o r  abou t  2 0  minu tes  and c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  it which wasn' t  
r e a l l y  a  bad  t h i n g  a s  t i m e  would n o t  have a l l o w e d  u s  t o  a c h i e v e  o u r  o r i g i n a l  aim i n  
any c a s e .  A s low r e t r e a t  was made from t h e  c a v e  and S e r v a l a n e  l i v e s  f o r  a n o t h e r  
d a y .  A l l  my t r i p s  seem t o  have been f a i l u r e s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  of  months . . .  

Dean Morgan 

SPLASH POT AREA - Junee area 29 October 1990 

The o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  I had abou t  S p l a s h  Po t  was t h a t  it was somewhere n e a r  
Khazad-dum and h i g h e r  i n  a l t i t u d e  s o  I was h a l f  e x p e c t i n g  t o  b e  s t a g g e r i n g  around 
t h e  bush a l l  day  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h e  t h i n g .  T h a n k f u l l y  my i n c r e d i b l e  d i r e c t i o n a l  
s k i l l  and c a v e  f i n d i n g  a b i l i t y  ( p l u s  j u s t  s h e e r  t a l e n t ! )  had m e  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  d r y  g u l l y  t h a t  I looked  i n .  The same canno t  b e  s a i d  f o r  my s k i l l s  a t  
p a c k i n g  a l l  of  t h e  g e a r  n e c e s s a r y  t o  do t h e  c a v e . . .  I n  t h e  f r e n z y  of t r y i n g  t o  
squeeze  e v e r y t h i n g  i n t o  one pack,  I had f o r g o t t e n  t o  pack a  l i g h t !  

And s o  it came t o  p a s s  t h a t  I s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  c o u p l e  of  h o u r s  t r y i n g  t o  conv ince  
myself  t h a t  I l i k e  bushbash ing  w h i l e  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  w e s t )  of 
t h e  t r a c k .  A l l  t h a t  t u r n e d  up were a  c o u p l e  of  s m a l l  e n t r a n c e s  and  a  d r y  g u l l y  wi th  
a  l a r g e  b locked  d o l i n e  a t  t h e  head of it .  Very t h i c k  head-high b racken  f e r n  made 
f o r  s low and t r e a c h e r o u s  g o i n g  and e n t h u s i a s m  soon r a n  low, f o r c i n g  me back t o  

' Hobart  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n .  S p l a s h  Pot  w i l l  have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  a n o t h e r  weekend. 

Dean Morgan 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
D I G  t h e  l a s e r  p r i n t i n g  . . .  I t s  j u s t  an  exper iment  f o r  now, b u t  may c o n t i n u e  . . .  
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ANOTHER BLOW (OR TWO) FOR THE WORKERS AT JF396 . . .  
Party: C h r i s  Davies  (TCC) and Peter Ackroyd (VSA) . 

4 November 1990 

I n  Tasmania a g a i n !  I ' d  l a s t  v i s i t e d  JF396 on 6  May 1990 (Ackroyd 1990) and was keen 
t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  a c t i v e  and i n t e r e s t i n g l y  l o c a t e d  s w a l l e t  w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  d i g g e r ,  
C h r i s  Dav ies .  

Clambering up t h e  W h e r r e t t s  Lookout s l i p  and g e t t i n g  l o s t  i n  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  was t h e  
u s u a l  f u n  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  I remembered. F i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  cave  had had a  p a r t i a l  
c o l l a p s e  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  was a l s o  p a r  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e .  W e  had l e f t  it i n  a  
r a t h e r  p r e c a r i o u s  s t a t e  f o l l o w i n g  o u r  l a s t  v i s i t !  

Diving head long  i n t o  t h e  cave ,  l y i n g  f u l l  l e n g t h  i n  t h e  8OC w a t e r  was, w e l l ,  
shock ing .  I t  d i d  however r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e r e  had been q u i t e  a  l o t  of n a t u r e r s  own 
ear thmoving g o i n g  on w i t h i n  t h e  c a v e  s i n c e  o u r  l a s t  v i s i t .  A f t e r  removing a  few 
b o u l d e r s  and some r u b b l e  t h e  i n e s c a p a b l e  c o n c l u s i o n  was t h a t  it would r e q u i r e  a  few 
blows from t h e  t r u s t y  p i c k .  I n  a  c o n f i n e d  s p a c e  t h a t  p i c k  can  b e  n o i s y ,  b u t  it i s  
s u r e  e f f e c t i v e .  

Perhaps  a  l i t t l e  t o o  e f f e c t i v e !  The rock b l o c k i n g  t h e  way down was gone,  b u t  i n  t i s  
p l a c e  was an  even l a r g e r  one,  f a l l e n  o u t  of t h e  r o o f .  More rock  c l e a r i n g ,  more 
wa te r  up t h e  d e l i c a t e  p a r t s ,  more c u r s i n g .  T i m e  was a - f l e e t i n g  and,  a s  numbed 
f i n g e r s  removed a l l  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  l o o s e  rock,  t h e  e y e s  wandered t o  t h e  p i c k  l y i n g  
i d l y  n e a r b y .  

F i n a l l y ,  w i t h  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  p a s s i n g  q u i c k l y  and a n  hour  o r  s o ' s  walk y e t  t o  come, it 
was back t o  a n o t h e r  s h o t  i n  t h e  d a r k  w i t h  t h e  e v e r  r e l i a b l e  s e c r e t  weapon. I t  
seemed t o  do t h e  t r i c k  - t h e  way on looked  good b u t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  a  good look  was n o t  
a v a i l a b l e .  

The d r a u g h t  i s  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  blowing o u t ,  t h e  s t r e a m  was s t i l l  s i n k i n g  - a s  much a s  
c o u l d  be  thrown a t  it judging from t h e  e v i d e n c e  around abou t  - and t h e  h o l e  s t i l l  
beckons .  C h r i s  r eckons  t h e r e  i s  no-one else s i l l y  enough t o  t a k e  on t h e  d i g ,  b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s o  s u r e ;  I ' v e  m e t  q u i t e  a  few Tasmanian c a v e r s  now! 

P e t e r  Ackroyd 

Ref e r e n c e  
Ackroyd, P e t e r ,  ( 1 9 9 0 ) >  So you f i n d  c a v e s  t h i s  way t o o ?  S p e l e o  S p i e l  = : l 0  

MILK RUN IB38 5 November 1990 
Participants: Dave Rasch, Andrew ?, P e t e r  Bannick (SCS) and Dean Morgan (TCC) . 

Dave had g o t  t o  w i t h i n  one p i t c h  of t h e  bot tom of Milk Run t h e  weekend b e f o r e  and 
had l e f t  it r i g g e d  t o  f i n i s h  it t h i s  weekend. I had done t h e  c a v e  a  few t i m e s  
b e f o r e ,  b u t  a s  n o t h i n g  e l s e  was happening I went a l o n g  f o r  t h e  t r i p ;  t h e y  a l s o  
needed my c a r  a s  t h e y  wouldn' t  a l l  f i t  i n t o  Davefs  MG! 

The bot tom of  t h e  cave  was reached  i n  s h o r t  t i m e  s i n c e  it was a l r e a d y  r i g g e d ,  a s  
n o t e d  above.  W e  t h e n  s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  around t h e  bot tom a r e a .  The o t h e r s  went up 
i n t o  a  h i g h  l e v e l  p a s s a g e  which I had n o t  n o t i c e d  on p r e v i o u s  t r i p s  and w e  s p e n t  a  
b i t  of t i m e  e x p l o r i n g  t h i s  p a s s a g e  which dropped back i n t o  t h e  streamway and 
f i n i s h e d  i n  a  l a r g e  aven .  A b i t  more t i m e  was s p e n t  i n  t h e  mud and t h e n  w e  made o u r  
way back t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  Andrew was dumped w i t h  a l l  b u t  one r o p e  and made t o  
s t r u g g l e  back t o  t h e  c a r  w i t h  a  pack which must have weighed a lmos t  a s  much a s  him! 

Dean Morgan 

And now f o r  something completely different.. a report not by Dean!! They d o n ' t  
e x a c t l y  f l o o d  i n ,  b u t  when t h e y  do, i t s  a l l  a c t i o n ! !  

GROWLING SWALLET (GS36) - New Feeling 25/26 November 1990 
Participants: Florian Baciu, Patrick Troy, Dean Morgan and Trevor Wailes. 

What s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  i n d e c i s i o n  abou t  which sys tem would b e  s a f e s t ,  g i v e n  u n s e t t l e d  
weather  and t a k i n g  comfor t  ( ! )  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  p l a y e d  a  l a r g e  p a r t  i n  e v e n t s  of 
t h e  n e x t  2 4  h o u r s .  
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Dean Morgan and myself  w e r e  i n  t h e  company of  two v i s i t i n g  c a v e r s ,  F l o r i a n  Baciu 
from ~ o m a n i a  and P a t r i c k  Troy from   re land. I t  was o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  do  something 
s p o r t i n g  i n  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  V a l l e y .  Ice Tube e n t r a n c e  series was mooted b u t  a s  a  few 
p i t c h e s  would b e  w e t  ( and  t h i n k i n g  of  c o m f o r t ! )  it was r e j e c t e d .  Maybe a  c o u p l e  of 
p i t c h e s  i n  S e r e n d i p i t y  . . .  t h i s  was a l s o  abandoned.  A t r i p  i n t o  t h e  N e w  F e e l i n g  a r e a  
of Growling S w a l l e t  was f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  on.  I h a d n ' t  been t o  t h e  end  of  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  and  Dean wanted t o  t r y  o u t  h i s  new P e t z l  S t o p  d e s c e n d e r .  F l o r i a n  and 
P a t r i c k  w e r e  j u s t  happy t o  b e  g o i n g  c a v i n g .  

Armed w i t h  SRT g e a r ,  a c o u p l e  of  r o p e s  and t h e  wea the r  r e p o r t  of  s c a t t e r e d  showers 
w i t h  sunny p e r i o d s ,  w e  e n t e r e d  Growling S w a l l e t  a t  11.30am. The w a t e r  was h i g h e r  
t h a n  normal f low b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  b e i n g  dangerous ,  j u s t  s p o r t y .  The o n l y  
p o i n t  we g o t  w e t  was t h e  c l i m b  down i n  t h e  main streamway immedia te ly  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  
t h e  Dry Bypass.  W e l l ,  wha t ' s  a  l i t t l e  s o a k i n g  between f r i e n d s ? ? !  To e n t e r  t h i s  
sys tem and  e x p e c t  t o  s t a y  d r y  i s  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g .  The e n t r a n c e  t o  N e w  ~ e e l i n g  i s  
a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  known a s  S t a l  Corner .  T h i s  i s  abou t  120 m e t r e s  v e r t i c a l l y  below t h e  
e n t r a n c e  and p e r h a p s  250 m e t r e s  d i s t a n t ,  most of  which is  main s t r e a m  p a s s a g e .  A 2  
m e t r e  c l i m b  up o u t  of  t h e  streamway i n t o  t h e  low c r a w l  b rough t  u s  t o  t h e  5  m e t r e  
c l imb  down i n t o  t h e  s i l e n t  d r y  rea lms  of t h e  N e w  F e e l i n g  e n t r a n c e  chamber. 

Our t r i p  t h r o u g h  " N e w  F e e l i n g "  t o  "Ghost R i d e r s "  was u n e v e n t f u l  and v e r y  e n j o y a b l e .  
Dean had found a  new bypass  t o  t h e  second p i t c h  on a n  e a r l i e r  t r i p  which i n v o l v e d  
o n l y  a  s h o r t  hand l i n e  c l i m b  t o  e n t e r  t h e  lower  "dry" streamway. P a t r i c k  and 
F l o r i a n  w e r e  by r e p u t a t i o n  v e r y  c a p a b l e  c a v e r s  and p roved  t o  b e  v e r y  p r o f i c i e n t  w i t h  
o n l y  borrowed SRT g e a r  and c l o t h i n g  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them. (See  Spe leo  S p i e l  
#204, 205) f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  N e w  F e e l i n g ) .  The g roup  worked s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l l  t o  
b e  back i n  t h e  New F e e l i n g  e n t r a n c e  chamber by 4.30pm1 however where t h e r e  s h o u l d  
have been s i l e n c e ,  a  d i s t a n t  r o a r  was h e a r d !  I n  t h e  c r a w l  above t h e  f r e e  c l imb  t h e  
a i r  was a lmos t  j e l l i e d  and t h e  r o a r  d i s t i n c t i v e  - t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  omen t h a t  a l l  
was n o t  w e l l !  

P a t r i c k  and Dean were on t h e  l e d g e  above t h e  streamway t h a t  was now s w o l l e n .  A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  t h e r e  was a  s e n s e  of  some urgency - w e  had t h e  c h o i c e  of  r e t u r n i n g  t o  New 
F e e l i n g  o r  t r y i n g  t o  make o u r  way towards  t h e  main e n t r a n c e .  

The main s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  c l o s e s  down t o  a  b o t t l e n e c k  "keyhole"  some 30 m e t r e s  
downstream of S t a l  C o r n e r .  When t h e  f low of wa te r  becomes t o o  g r e a t  f o r  t h i s ,  t h e  
r i v e r  backs  up and f lows  i n t o  New F e e l i n g  which w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  crawlway sumped f o r  
an  unknown p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  With t h i s  i n  mind a  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  t r a v e r s e  h i g h  
l e v e l  l e d g e s  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  towards  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  Shades of  what one imagines  
t h e  Nark t o  be  l i k e  . . .  t h e  r o a r  of w h i t e  wa te r  below u s  n e g a t e d  any c o n v e r s a t i o n .  
The w a t e r  seemed t o  be  r i s i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e ;  I ' t h o u g h t r  I ' d  been i n  Growling i n  
f l o o d  b e f o r e !  The l e d g e s  3 m e t r e s  above t h e  p a s s a g e  f l o o r  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  was about  
a  m e t r e  of  f a s t  f l o w i n g  wa te r  below u s .  A t  t h e  f i r s t  t u r n  t h e  l e d g e s  p e t e r e d  o u t  
b u t  a  c l i m b  down a l lowed  u s  t o  t r a v e r s e  t h e  w a l l  o u t  of t h e  f u l l  f low of t h e  s t r e a m .  
A t  t h e  second  c o r n e r  we g i n g e r l y  t r a v e r s e d  more l e d g e s  u n t i l  it was obv ious  t h a t  t o  
p r o c e e d  w e  were g o i n g  t o  have t o  g e t  i n  i t .  Dean d i d  a  g r e a t  job of  i n c h i n g  around 
t h e  w a l l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f u l l  t o r r e n t  of wa te r  i n t o  t h e  lesser f l o o d e d  Y o r k s h i r e  Drain  
streamway. The l e d g e  we s t o o d  on w a i t i n g  f o r  Dean t o  g e t  t o  s a f e t y  was d r y  when we 
had f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  w i t h  t h e  wa te r  some lOcm lower .  A rope  was q u i c k l y  produced and 
thrown a c r o s s  t o  Dean. P a t r i c k  krabbed on and i n c h e d  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r  around t h e  
w a l l .  The rope  was r e t u r n e d  f o r  F l o r i a n  and he l i k e w i s e  g a i n e d  r e l a t i v e  s a f e t y .  A s  
I s t o o d  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h i s  s e r i e s  of  manoeuvres I had t a k e n  n o t e  of t h e  s o u r c e  of t h e  
n o i s e  - t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  t o r r e n t  of wa te r  f l o w i n g  down t h e  "Cascades" .  On o u r  a r r i v a l  
a t  t h e  l e d g e  t h e  t o r r e n t  f e l l  t h e  s h o r t  d r o p  i n  an  a r c  . . .  a s  I p r e p a r e d  t o  l e a v e  
t h i s  s p o t  t h e  t o r r e n t  was now h i t t i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l  a lmos t  h o r i z o n t a l l y  and t h e  
l e d g e  on which I s t o o d  was a lmos t  a n k l e  deep  i n  w a t e r .  The suspended t r e e  branch 6 
m e t r e s  up t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  h e i g h t  of  a  s e r i o u s  f l o o d .  

A f t e r  k r a b b i n g  o n t o  t h e  r e t u r n e d  rope I i n c h e d  i n t o  t h e  wa te r  f e e l i n g  f o r  l e d g e s  and 
hand h o l d s .  The main f o r c e  of wa te r  ex tended  f o r  maybe o n l y  two m e t r e s  b u t  t h e  
combined f low of  w a t e r  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of t h e  main streamway and t h e  Yorksh i re  Drain  
pushed a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l  I was t r y i n g  t o  i n c h  a round .  A t  one p o i n t  I though t  I would 
have t o  r e l y  t o t a l l y  on t h e  rope b u t  t h e n  I was t h r o u g h  t h e  main f o r c e  and padd led  
i n t o  t h e  Y o r k s h i r e  D r a i n .  W e  t r a v e r s e d  t h i s  streamway on l e d g e s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f low 
was n o t  i m p a s s i b l e .  A t  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  we ascended  and v i a  c o n n e c t i n g  p a s s a g e s  
r e j o i n e d  t h e  main streamway. 

From t h i s  p o i n t  on we knew we were s a f e .  Dean s u g g e s t e d  t r y i n g  t o  make f o r  a  
chamber c l o s e  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  he had n o t e d  t h e  week b e f o r e  which would a f f o r d  u s  t h e  
most c o m f o r t .  The r o u t e  t o  t h i s  i n v o l v e d  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  b u t  choos ing  a  wide 
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s e c t i o n ,  where t h e  f low was more s p r e a d ,  r educed  t h e  f o r c e .  Keeping t o  l e d g e s  and 
l a r g e r  b l o c k s  w e  t r a v e r s e d  t h e  main s t r e a m  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  chamber below t h e  c l imbs  
up i n t o  t h e  Dry Bypass .  T h i s  chamber was t o  be  o u r  j a i l  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o u r t e e n  
h o u r s .  The w a t e r  was s t i l l  r i s i n g  and assuming i t  t o  b e  snow m e l t ,  f e l t  it would 
s t a r t  t o  f a l l  a s  d a y l i g h t  r e c e d e d .  T h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  a  f a i r  a s sumpt ion  from 
e x p e r i e n c e  g a i n e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  However, t h e  w a t e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  rise w e l l  i n t o  
t h e  n i g h t  . . .  even  t o  r e t r a c e  o u r  s t e p s  would have been d i f f i c u l t .  

I n  t h e  chamber on a  d r y  bank of  sediment  f r e e  from f l o o d  d e b r i s ,  a  hol low was formed 
by a  p a r t i a l l y  b u r i e d  b l o c k .  The cave  packs  were empt ied  and t h e  two r o p e s  w e  had 
were s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  hol low w i t h  t h e  packs  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  s i t  o r  l e a n  on.  
Both Dean and I had s p a c e  b l a n k e t s .  These p roved  i n v a l u a b l e .  W e  a l s o  had between 
us  a  q u a n t i t y  of  b a d l y  b r u i s e d  bananas ,  two r a t h e r  s a d  l o o k i n g  s a l a d  r o l l s ,  t h r e e  
b a r s  of  c h o c o l a t e  and two almond Mars B a r s .  Each of  u s  had a  secondary  l i g h t  
s o u r c e .  

By 6pm we had c o o l e d  o f f  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  c r a w l  i n t o  t h e  s p a c e  b l a n k e t s .  P a t r i c k ,  
F l o r i a n  and myself  s a t  b o b s l e i g h  s t y l e ,  r e l y i n g  on e a c h  o t h e r r s  body h e a t  and  t h e  
s p a c e  b l a n k e t s  o v e r  and around u s  t o  keep h e a t  l o s s  t o  a  minimum. T h i s  worked 
e x t r e m e l y  w e l l .  

Our r e f u g e  chamber does  n o t  normal ly  have a  w a t e r f a l l ,  b u t  t o d a y  i t  was spewing 
a lmost  2  m e t r e s  o u t  o v e r  t h e  7 m e t r e  d r o p .  While t h i s  w a t e r f a l l  f lowed  we had no 
chance of  e x i t i n g .  The streamway must have had c l o s e  t o  a  m e t r e  of  w a t e r  f l o w i n g  
down a  3  m e t r e  wide 25" s l o p e .  None of t h e  l a r g e  c o b b l e s  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  f o r  t h e  
whi te  foaming t o r r e n t .  Need less  t o  say ,  no-one v e n t u r e d  i n t o  t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  
c l imbs  beyond were p a s s a b l e .  The p e r i o d s  s p e n t  under  t h e  s p a c e  b l a n k e t  were l i m i t e d  
t o  how much p a i n  one c o u l d  s t a n d  s i t t i n g  on r o c k s  and r o p e !  Two h o u r s  seemed t o  b e  
t h e  maximum. 

By l lpm t h e  f low was s l a c k e n i n g  and Dean f o r c e d  h i s  way ups t ream o n l y  t o  meet an  
i m p e n e t r a b l e  w a l l  of  foam. A t  lam I t r i e d  and g o t  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  b u t  t h e  drench-  
i n g  d i d  l i t t l e  f o r  mora le  and it seemed t o  t a k e  l o n g e r  t o  warm up.  By 3am o u r  
w a t e r f a l l  had a lmos t  gone,  b u t  t h e  s t r e a m  was s t i l l  i m p a s s a b l e .  W e  s h a r e d  a  r o l l  
and some c h o c o l a t e ,  hop ing  t h i s  f u e l  would warm u s .  Around 5am t h e  a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  
had dropped s e v e r a l  d e g r e e s  and we r e a l l y  f e l t  t h e  c o l d  - a l l  had b o u t s  of s h i v e r i n g  
and d o z i n g  o f f  f o r  a  h a l f  hour  o r  s o  b e f o r e  chang ing  p o s i t i o n .  The warmest s p o t  was 
i n  t h e  midd le  of  t h e  ' bob  s l e i g h r  b u t  t h i s  was a l s o  t h e  l e a s t  c o m f o r t a b l e .  By t h i s  
t i m e  w e  w e r e  w e l l  aware t h a t  t h e  media,  P o l i c e  S&R and o u r  own c l u b  m e m b e r s  would b e  
a c t i v e l y  p u r s u i n g  u s .  

A t  7am we s h a r e d  a  Mars Bar and I checked t h e  streamway. I t  was j u s t  p a s s a b l e  b u t  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s t r u g g l e  g e t t i n g  o u t  a  d e c i s i o n  was made t o  l e a v e  it u n t i l  9am and t h e n ,  
come h e l l  o r  h i g h  w a t e r ,  go f o r  i t !  No one c o u l d  s l e e p  a f t e r  t h i s  and a l l  were a  
l i t t l e  i m p a t i e n t ,  t h e  s p a c e  b l a n k e t s  w e r e  t o r n  and l a c k e d  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  h e a t  
r e t e n t i o n  a b i l i t y .  A t  8.45am we s t i r r e d  . . .  P a t r i c k ' s  lamp had d i e d  s o  he  t o o k  mine 
and I u s e d  a  P e t z l  head lamp. The l o n g  rope  and dead  c e l l  were packed away and 
would b e  l e f t  t o  p i c k  up l a t e r .  The l a s t  r o l l  was d i v i e d  up and  c h o c o l a t e  s h a r e d .  
The s h o r t  r o p e  was k n o t t e d  and made ready  f o r  a  h a n d l i n e  i f  needed.  Dean headed 
upstEeam f i r s t  and made t h e  c l i m b  - we c o u l d  s e e  him on t h e  rock  above o u r  now d r y  
w a t e r f a l l .  W e  a l l  headed i n t o  t h e  s t r e a m  w i t h  h i g h  mora le .  Although t h e  c l i m b  was 
wet,  it was e a s i l y  n e g o t i a t e d  a s  were t h e  o t h e r  c l i m b s  t h r o u g h  t h e  Dry Bypass and 
o u t  t o  a  warm sunny Monday morning.  W e  w e r e  met a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  by a  r e l i e v e d  
l o o k i n g  P o l i c e  S&R squad .  Our t r i a l  by w a t e r  was o v e r  - t h e  t r i a l  by media j u s t  
b e g i n n i n g !  

Apparen t ly  25mm o f  r a i n  f e l l  i n  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  on t h e  Sunday which c a u s e d  t h e  r a p i d  
i n  w a t e r  l e v e l s .  T h i s  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o r e s e e .  One f o r t u n a t e  o c c u r r e n c e  was 
t h a t  a  wa te rp roof  j a c k e t  worn t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  and l e f t  o u t s i d e  was t h e  o n l y  s i g n  t o  
o u r  r e s c u e r s  of  where w e  a c t u a l l y  were! ! A l l  of u s  s h a r i n g  t h i s  o r d e a l  remained 
calm and a l e r t  th roughout  - I would l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  p a r t y  f o r  
making t h e  22 hour  t r i p  b e a r a b l e !  

Those i n  t h i s  p a r t y  would l i k e  t o  acknowledge t h e  e f f o r t s  made by ANM f o r e s t r y  
managers,  P o l i c e  Search  and Rescue members and o u r  own Club members who s e l f l e s s l y  
r o s e  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  Apologies  a r e  a l s o  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e s e  g roups  f o r  t h e  t r o u b l e  we 
caused  them. 

Trevor  Wai les  






