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FORWARD PROGRAM

Late Decenber: Christmas and New Year things.... Several visiting speleo's will be
inthe State during this period so there may well be sone activity originating from
t hose people. Talk to Dean or Trevor about it!

Decenber 16, 1990: The Ida Bay ENVI RONVENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN shoul d be avail able. ..
for 6 weeks of public scrutiny. Get one - read it and be certain to respond in a
sui tably negative manner.

Late February or early March: Another of those S&R exercises - this time probably

in the Junee Florentine area... From what was | earned | ast summer in Big Tree Pot,
much nore can and will be made of this exercise. Talk to Stu Nicholas about this
one. A definite date will be set soon (after inspection of a couple of possible

sui tabl e caves by the protagonists).
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ED TORI AL

Last nonth, sone nention was nade of pending conservation problens at |da Bay.
Well, this issue of the Speleo Spiel contains three articles / notes on the present
situation at lda Bay. Please read the articles, digest themand wite to the
politicians (names and addresses are in the articles) and the managenent of EZ in
order to provide some nore weight to the effort to stop the destruction of nore of
the world... THE MATTER | S URGENT!

Stuart Nichol as
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| DA BAY | SSUES

"The Departnment of Parks, WIldlife and Heritage has supervised studies to investi -
gate the inpact of |inestone quarrying at |Ida Bay on geonor phol ogy, hydrol ogy,

pal aeont ol ogy, botany, zool ogy and archaeol ogy. The visual and recreational inpacts
of quarrying operations have al so been investigated. The general conclusion from
these studies was that if the natural val ues associated with the karst systemare to
be mai ntai ned, expansion beyond the current quarry confines should not occur."

The above statenent appeared in the docunment Tasmani an W/ derness World Heritage
Area: Draft Resources & |ssues which was rel eased by the Departnent of Parks
Wldlife and Heritage in md 1991. Despite the fact that the results of the studies
referred to have been avail able for nore than twel ve nonths, a decision in favour of
an expanded quarry including the area south of the Marble Hi Il - Lune Sugarl oaf
divide, remains a possible outcone of negotiation that are currently under way.

The follow ng values are identified by the studies as threatened by an expanded
quarry:

* Exit Cave - the existence of a hydrological |ink between National Gallery Cave
(275 netres fromthe proposed quarry extension limts) and Exit Cave suggests that
the area within the proposed quarry extension is also part of Exit Cave's catchnent.

Mai ntaining this area in an undi sturbed state is essential if inpacts to the Exit
Cave systemare to be avoided

* Pol ygonal karst - closely packed doline fields are usually associated with
tropical karst terrains. The snmall area of pol ygonal karst that occurs at |da Bay
is therefore unusual and interesting, but is likely to be destroyed if quarrying
proceeds further south.

* Pal aeokarst - what are possibly the nmost anci ent pal aeokarst features known in
Australia are exposed within the confines of the present quarry. These are likely
to be lost as a result of further quarrying.

* Thyl acine fossils - these are located in a cave that woul d be renmoved by any
sout hward expansi on of the quarry. Oher nearby caves contain fossil accunul ations
formed over the period fromabout 400 to 12000 years ago

* Flora - quarrying operations are likely to adversely affect comunities of the
rare plant species Trochocarpa disticha which occurs close to the quarry.

* Cave fauna - the area contains a rich and diverse assenbl age of invertebrate
cave fauna, including several species which occur only in the caves at |da Bay.

* Recreational caving - excellent sporting caves such as the 130 netre deep
Little Gunt are likely to be destroyed by an expanded quarry. The opportunity to



Page 3 SPELEO SPIEL 271
IDA BAY CONSERVATION - IDA BAY CONSERVATION June, 1991

di scover and explore other caves that certainly exist in the area would al so be | ost
by an enl arged quarry.

* Sceni ¢ val ues - an expanded quarry woul d have a significantly greater visual
i npact than that resulting fromthe present quarry.

If you believe that the continued operati on and possi bl e expansi on of a ngjor
limestone quarry at lda Bay is totally inconsistent with Ida bay's Wrld Heritage
Area status, that the cost in terns of the destruction of a range of inportant karst
features and other natural values is too great, and the risk to the integrity of the
Exit Cave systemis unacceptable, please wite to the follow ng politicians urging
themthat the only responsible course of action is to scale down and ultimately stop
limestone quarrying at lda Bay. The future of the quarry will be decided over the
next few months, so wite nowif you wish to influence the nature of the decision.

The Hon. M Field The Hon. H. Hol gate MHA

Prem er M nister for Parks, Wldlife & Heritage
GPO Box 123B State Ofices Building

Hobar t 10 Murray Street

Tasmania 7001. Hobar t

Tasmani a 7000.

The Hon. MW Wel don MHA The Hon. R Kelly
M nister for Resources & Energy M nister for the Arts, Sport, the
State Ofices Building Environnment, Tourism & Territories
10 Murray Street Par | i ament House
Tasmani a 7000. Canberra

A.C.T. 2600.
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| DA BAY - MODI FI ED M NI NG PLAN & EMP GUI DELI NES. . .

M ning Pl an

The modified mning plan takes in some of the considerations of caving / spel eol o-
gical fraternity - mning south around (or to one side of) March Fly Pot - within 10

netres - and across eastern spur (or ridge) of Marble Hill (ostensibly uphill from
saddl e). There is a suggestion of not mning directly through | ow part of saddle
but above it! Extension is still going south of the Marble Hill / Lune Sugarl oaf
divide. The Plan will destroy IB-211 (Trackcutters Cave) - one of several breeding

caves for wetas and the Tasmani an Cave Spider (H ckmania troglodytes). Mning plan
not specifically shown to cavers, because M nes Departnent is against the idea od
cavers being briefed about the mning plan. Extension will be 50 netres (plus) from
the top car park and therefore into catchment for National Gallery , Little Gunt,
March Fly Pot and the Pot hol es Regi on of polygonal karst.

BUT: Quarry already has inpact on karst including a presunmed i npact on Exit Cave.

Ext ended quarry provi des a staging point for further expansion in karst and
towards Exit Cave as well as expanding operation in a World Heritage Area.

Does not address problem of karst destruction or damage to caves, spel eot hens
or other deposit (fossil thylacine, etc.) fromblast / shock waves.
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There is an inference that quarry expansion is above water table => no inpact.
But karst aquifer nmay be seasonal and wi thout a regular water table! There is also

an inference that quarry extension will be above the area of pal aeokarst.
Quarry expansion will involve surface disturbance of overburden and cl ays by
heavy machinery.. It is virtually inpossible to avoid effects of siltation or

bl ockage of sol ution openings even if the operations are only done in dry weather.

Envi ronnent al Managenent Pl an (EMP)

The EMP i s due back to the Departnent of Environment and Planning (E & P) by
Novenber 16.

The Governnment deci sion on the quarry expansion will be based on the EMP and | evel
(magni tude) of inmpact determ ned by hydrol ogical study. Hydrol ogical study by DVWR
using six inch dianeter boreholes is suspect. One hole broke into cave at -24
netres; one down to -200 netres without water contact; another aborted - water at -
28 metres bel ow quarry fl oor.

PWH are only just starting their hydrol ogical study - |an Houshold (the new PWH
Karst Officer) only began work on Novenber 4..!

EMP; Draft guidelines have input fromPWH Oficers. Final guidelines (presently
bei ng use) differ considerably fromthe original guidelines;

For exanpl e:

For Quarry devel opnent plan, no consideration is now given to vegetation, topogra-
phy, watercourses, underground flow directions, known cave sites or karst system

Omits reference to investigation of alternate sites for stormmater di sposal - away
from Bradl ey Chesternman Cave - ie Bradley Chesterman is still to be used as a quarry
drain, but with water treatment / water interception first!

Omits reference to the problemof water / effluent sinking into karst at Wi ghbri dge
Si nk and upstream (upsl ope).

No assessnment of water quality for stornwater / effluent sinking into karst.

Visuals - no concern for appearance of quarry during future devel opnent or at
conpl etion of operation;
- omts consideration of further detrinmental inmpact on Wrld Heritage Area.

| npact of blasting on karst omtted fromEMP. No nonitoring of "blast induced
ground vi bration" as previously requested. Also, no nmonitoring of blasting inpact
on water quality, flow regime, present hydrol ogy or pal aeontol ogy.

No nonitoring of turbidity and water quality in Bradl ey Chesternan Cave or Exit Cave
or caves adjacent to area south of quarry. Suggestion that pollution inpact due to
siltation or nmovenment of clay flocculate not as significant (or as much of a

probl em) as pollution inpact fromoil products or other hydrocarbons.

No nonitoring of disturbances due to blasting or water runoff.

No insistence re detail of effect or inpact on specified caves such as March Fly
Pot .
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Monitoring - technique amended and effectively weakened fromdraft - originally
"monitoring the Exit Cave system and ot her cave systems for any adverse inpact of
qguarrying operations (eg hydrol ogy, fauna)", now reads "periodic inspection of
nearby caves to nonitor effects of quarry devel opnent." There is a suggestion that
cave nonitoring be left to cavers (not E&P staff).

Rehabilitation - Instead of using soil and overburden above i nperneable plastic on
old benches, EMP allows for clay fromsolution cavities and clay dunps wth use of
sone fertilisers (depending on PWH concerns re nutrient enrichnent of karst).

Pl uses - D sposal nethods for donmestic and industrial rubbish to be outlined. Any
r ubbi sh dunped in karst features to be systematically renoved. Wi ghbridge Sink

i ncludes fissure cave in doline filled with old oil druns, industrial rubbish and
waste oil with a covering of crushed |inmestone. Alternative sites to be found for
clay dunps presently stored at north west and south west corners.

Quarry extension will effectively mne through the area of access (including Skinner
Track), denying access to caves and karst or recreational or speleological sites in
vicinity of quarry as well as Exit Cave.

E.g., Quarry extension will alnost reach Comet Pot and G otto Pot. March Fly Pot
wi Il be perched on a side wall of new quarry extension (access by Sky Hooks??).

Amended "License to Operate" (August 1989) has been breached on many occasi ons.

Probl ems - there are no persons in E&P wi th karst experti se.
- E&P gi ve Bender advanced warning (10 days) prior to inspection.
- Only two or three known inspections have occurred during this tine.

BREACHES:

-Quarry to report any solution cavities opened up - at least three major cavities of
approxi mately 1 nmetre dianeter plus have not been reported, sinply filled in
or covered over.

-Waste oil to be renoved to a site outside karst. Not done, nerely buried by finely
crushed |inestone.

- Rubbi sh renoval - sone renpved but nobst just buried in trenches, particularly in
area of Weighbridge Sink and ol d Ida Bay trammay area near wei ghbri dge.

-Effect of blasting on caves - no nonitoring devices set up in caves.

Arthur Cl arke

LR R R R RS EEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESS

CONTACT FCR EMP CCPI ES:

Dr J. McCanbridge, phone 002 302652, or B. Chesternman 002 306504. Request an
extension of tinme for subm ssions. Six weeks over the Christnmas period is not |ong
enough. Send subm ssions against the EMP to Departnent of Environnent and Pl anni ng
and letters to Paul Sal mon, Chairman, Pasm nco-EZ, Ri sdon, Tasmania, plus Bob Hawke
(or whoever is PMwhen you read this!) to editors of newspapers, politicians and
anyone el se you can think of!
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BENDERS QUARRY:

(A) Some questions and answers
Wiy is the quarry in a Wrld Heritage Area ?

The quarry is located in an area of |inmestone along with EXIT CAVE and anot her 170
known caves which are all within State Forest. The whole area canme under scrutiny
during the Hel shamlnquiry into the Lenonthyne and Sout hern Forests. Exit Cave was
one of several sites recommended for Wrld Heritage listing. (EXIT CAVE | S PART OF A
MAJOR UNDERGROUND DRAI NAGE SYSTEM I N THE LI MESTONE OF THE | DA BAY KARST.) In order
to maintain the integrity of Exit Cave and the karst processes contributing to its
formati on and function, it was deemed essential to protect the surrounding (or
contributing) limestone karst and its catchnent. The surrounding |inestone includes
the present Benders Quarry operation

How cl ose is Exit Cave ?

Benders Quarry is |ess than 800 netres from mapped passages of Exit Cave. Some
known but unmapped passages extend a further 100 nmetres towards the quarry. A
recent hydrol ogical survey in the |imestone karst indicated a positive connection to
Exit Cave froma well known swallet |ocated barely 100 netres south of the quarry.
This vertical cave is one of a nunber of cave entrances and inflow sites that lie in
a direct line fromthe quarry to Exit Cave. Recent exploration has reveal ed over 2
km of cave passage extending fromthe southeast corner of the existing quarry
towards Exit Cave

What are the inpacts of continued |inmestone quarrying on the caves
(and karst)?

Sone of the i mediate inpacts include:

- the destruction of caves,
- irreparabl e damage to anci ent cave fornations
- damage to fossil deposits (including thylacines and extinct negafauna),
- fracturing of karst aquifers and altered flow regines,
- bl ockage of solution cavities and disruption of underground fl ow due to disturb-
ance of surface soils or the clayey cave fills,
- possi bl e diversion of underground drai nage and "drying out" effect on caves,
- direct pollution of conduits and karst drainage by siltation or petrol eum
pr oduct s,
- destruction or |oss of cave fauna from damage, pollution or disturbance to
under ground ecosyst ens,
- loss of valuabl e spel eol ogical research sites and recreational opportunities, and
- visual inpacts... the quarry can be seen from Adansons Peak and Monlight Ridge

VWat s karst ?

Karst is a termused to describe landforms such as caves, potholes or natural arches
whi ch are fornmed in carbonate rocks such as |inestone. Carbonate rock is slowy

di ssol ved over a long period of tinme by the seepage of natural waters which have
becone slightly acidic due to absorption of carbon dioxide: some fromthe air, but
nostly fromthe soil. The solution activity forns a nyriad of honeyconbed under-
ground voids or cavities and channels which may form humanly enterabl e cave systens
or mnute fissures barely wi de enough for the nmovenent of the tiny subterranean cave
fauna. [Most of these invertebrate aninmals are conpletely adapted to subterranean
life in these dark, npoist and stabl e cave environnments and sone species are totally
blind (no eyes)]. Sone of the dissolved carbonate is re-deposited in the sol ution
cavities as calcite cave formations, e.g. stalactites, stalagmtes, colums or
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flowstone. Karst |andscapes typically include dolines (steep-sided, funnel shaped
depressions), large fissures or surface openings (cave entrances) which may lead to
vertical shafts that act as collection sites for surface debris or natural pitfall

traps for surface animals, particularly mammals. Sone caves contain rich deposits

of fossils frompast (extinct) and present day species.

(B) Recommended m ni mum protection requirements for caves & karst
(for the maintenance of karst processes, karst ecosystens and the subterranean cave
bi ot a).

The protection paraneters for caves or karst areas are designed to safeguard the
signi fi cant on-goi ng geonorphi c and evol uti onary processes which are uniquely
characteristic to karst areas and their subterranean biota. To ensure adequate
protection, disturbances to surface soils and vegetation and sub-surface rock strata
nust be precl uded from desi gnated buffer zones. Anpbngst the requirenents given in
Forestry Conmi ssi on gui delines and subm ssions to the Hel shamInquiry, it is
reconmended that buffer zones in the karst catchnent around naj or cave entrances
extend at |east 1km (1, 000 netres) beyond the known upper reaches of carbonate rock
areas or alternately, karst area boundaries should extend to surface divides or
ridgelines beyond the karst, which ever is the greater distance. Where catchnent
streans drain into karst areas, the buffer zone should extend to 2km (2, 000
metres).

(© Fact summary for the Wrld Heritage karst at Ida Bay (Lune River)

1. Exit Cave and Mystery Creek (Entrance) Cave discovered by tinber |loggers in the
1880-1890's. Both caves formpart of a major network of underground channels

drai ning waters fromboth sides of Marble Hill (Caves Hill) into the D Entrecasteaux
River, which flows through part of Exit Cave. Their magnificent qualities and
tourist potential were detailed in an article on the QUEENS CAVES AT | DA BAY
reported in the Tasmanian Mail in 1891. A subsequent report described the nagnifi-
cent gl omworm di spl ays of the | DA BAY CAVES appears in Scientific Anerican in 1895.
Cavers commenced their exploration of the Ida Bay karst, particularly Exit Cave, in
1947. EXIT CAVE contains well over 20km of expl ored passages, sone still unmapped,
and is the longest conpletely underground cave systemin Australia.

2. The whole area of lda Bay karst is contained within an area of State Forest,
proclained in 1937. Exit Cave partially protected by State Reserve, gazetted in
1979.

3. During the 1987/' 88 Hel sham Inquiry into the Lenont hynme and Sout hern Forests,
the EXIT CAVE system was acknow edged as a site of Wrld Heritage significance. The
surroundi ng karst and its catchnent was recogni sed as having a contributing influ-
ence to this Wrld Heritage site with nmuch of the karst essentially formng part of
the Exit Cave system In order to maintain the integrity of Exit Cave and the
operating karst processes, the whole Ida Bay karst area (including BENDERS QUARRY)
was nominated for inclusion in the extended Wrld Heritage Area which was listed in
Novenber 1989. The lda Bay karst was the only area recommended by Hel sham for WHA
status purely on the basis of its significance as a karst area.

4. Following WHA listing, the Ida Bay karst becane part of the extended Sout hwest
Nati onal Park (proclained in June 1990), surrounding a 77 hectare resource use area:
the Marble H Il Conservation Area which incorporates the Benders Quarry operati on.

5. Prior to WHA listing, an increasing incidence of flyrock fromquarry activities
was noticed south of the Marble Hill/ Lune Sugarl oaf saddle, especially near March
Fly Pot, a cave site with namuali an skel etal renains including several thyl acines.
Eart hnovi ng equi pnrent began operating south of the saddle. A massive nudslide soon
devel oped froma waste dunp. It cut a wide swathe through the rain forest engulfing
the wal king track to EXIT CAVE and threatening other caves including Little Gunt (a
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130m deep vertical cave). Following a wave of public protest, a noratoriumon
guarry expansi on was announced and the quarry was confined to its present area
north of the saddle. The caving community specifically stated that mning nust not
broach the Marble HIl/ Lune Sugarl oaf saddl e, recommendi ng that the operation be
ei ther scal ed down or relocated. Sone conservation groups called for an inmnediate
closure of the quarry.

6. Under the terns of the Commpbnweal th/ State agreenent in Novenber 1988, it was
stated that mining "...can continue provided that acceptable limts are set to the
scal e and devel opnent of the operation”

7. The defined boundary for the "tenporary limts" to |inestone quarrying under the
ternms of the noratoriumcoincided with or exceeded the "acceptable limts" recom
nended by karst experts. The State Governnment announced their intention to conduct
a nunber of studies to exam ne the inpact of quarrying and |imestone extracti on on
the entire karst systemand investigate alternate |inestone sources before a fina
decision is made regarding the quarry's future. Mst studies were linited to areas
adj acent to the quarry; the hydrol ogi c/ geonorphic studies included all the |da Bay
kar st .

8. Followi ng are some of the mmjor aspects of the | DA BAY KARST STUDY reports from
Parks, WIldlife and Heritage (PWH) and the Division of Mnes and M neral Resources
( DVVR) .

- the area south of the quarry is conposed of polygonal karst, a formof karst with
cl osely packed doline fields and uval as, rarely found outside tropical regions;
- adirect hydrological link fromNational Gallery into Eastern Passage of EXI T
CAVE. National Gallery is a "swallet" cave 275m sout hwest of the quarry; mapped
passages in Exit Cave |ess than 500mfromthis swallet; known but unmapped passages
possibly within 400m [Subsequently, a closer nmore direct |link to Eastern Passage
has been established fromLittle Gunt, a cave within 100 netres of the quarry.]
- Surface mapping indicates this swallet is one of a nunber of simlar inflow caves
and other karst features followi ng structural orientation fromquarry to Exit Cave
- The Eastern Passage has been recognised as the principal genetic axis for the
southern part of Exit Cave and therefore is sone of the oldest part of the cave
- Absence of efflux springs south of the quarry and high | evel s of cal ci um carbon-
ate in eastern tributaries of Exit Cave suggesting |long distance source of waters
fromeastern extremties of |inmestone near present quarry;
- presence of turbid (rmuddied) waters in Eastern Passage (of Exit Cave) after
periods of heavy rain; suggested source as runoff fromthe present quarry.
- Stated assunption re hydrol ogi cal connection fromBenders Quarry to Exit Cave
- Pollution in Bradl ey-Chesterman Cave: one netre deep nud and silt, evidence of
hydrocarbons and a dearth of aquatic cave fauna due to effects of quarry operations.
-  Presence of pal aeokarst features in the present quarry, possibly early Devonian
age and therefore some of the npbst anci ent geol ogi cal exanples of karst in
Australi a.
- Internationally significant deposit of fossil thylacine material in March Fly
Pot, only nmetres south of present quarry; also remains of |arge wonbat and the
extinct Sthenurus (a nmacropod of the Pleistocene fauna); isol ated abori gi nal stone
tool artefact found in this cave deposit along with charcoal and other skel etal
remai ns.
- (One of two nost diverse assenbl ages of troglonorphic invertebrate cave fauna in
cool tenperate Australia; 12 species classified under | UCN guidelines as rare
- Cave fauna south of quarry simlar to species in Exit Cave suggesting nobility of
fauna through subterranean bi osphere and supporti ng concept of karst connectivity.
- Rare plant species: Trochocarpa disticha (an epacrid heath) on SWedge of quarry.
- Study of blasting practices reveals that ground shock waves al ready have a
damagi ng ef fect on spel eothens (stalactites, flowstone etc.) in caves south of the
quarry; suggested |ikelihood of danmage to cave formation in Exit Cave fromearlier
quarryi ng.
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- Favourabl e DMVR report of high grade (95-96% CaCO;) reserves in |inestone area
near Maydena; report apparently not forwarded to Governnent for consideration.

9. THE PRESENT SCENARI O Pasm nco E-Z request for high grade (94% CaCQO;) |i nestone
to increase production efficiency and reduce jarosite (a toxic waste product largely
conposed of the insoluble part of linestone). Comrent re availability of high grade
limestone fromRailton and even higher grades (98-99% from overseas. BHP already
inmports linmestone fromAsia (e.g., Japan) and it has been suggested that this could
be landed in Hobart @$8.00 per tonne cheaper than Lune River. (No expected job

| osses due to availability of Federal nonies for rehabilitation of Wrld Heritage
Areas. Despite the Tasmani an ALP's policy of no expansion, |ocation of alternate
source and quarry w nd-down, Prenier Field has reportedly assured Bender that "al
effort is being made for a continuation of the quarry". Mning plan already
prepared for a southern extension of the quarry into cave systens with proven

drai nage into Exit Cave. Additional hydrol ogical study requested. Environnenta
Managerment Plan (EMP) for this southern extension due md-Decenber 1991. Serious
doubt s expressed about EMP because gui delines considerably nodified (weakened) from
original draft, omtting reference to nunerous inpacts including damage or pollution
of caves in the WHA, stormnater runoff, water quality in Exit Cave or adequate
nonitoring procedures. Quarry operator expects to start extended operations |ate
January / early February 1992.

Arthur Cl arke
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Tackling the BIG PITCH in Niggly Cave 2 June 1991
Party: N ck Hume and Dean Morgan

A call to Nick Hume on Friday night indicated that he wasn't very keen until it was
expl ained that the rope was already in the cave and it was only a matter of rigging
the small pitches above the BIG PITCH  Then he said he couldn't refuse being on the
first descent trip!

We had an overnight permt so there was no need to rush to get out which nmade the
show much nore enjoyable. Wen finally at the top of the BIG PITCH, an al npst
perfect rigging point was found by traversing around the top of the drop into a

| arge chanmber. Nick placed a bolt in the wall and tied the rope back to a boul der
on the floor. | then descended 7 netres to where a rebel ay was needed as there was
a slight rub point. No natural anchor points were in existence, so | prusiked up
again to enable Nick to go down and place another bolt. This was placed on the nose
of a very large rock. Future parties should note that this bolt needs a short sling
or two karabiners to hang the knot free of the rock. Fromthere the rope disap-

peared into the black void below. | then headed into the sane void! The rope hangs
at least 6 netres away fromanything all the way down and is one of the nost
i npressive pitches | have ever been on. [Ed. note - Is that an understatenent, or

what ??] On the descent there was one 50 netre section where there was quite a bit
of water spraying onto nme, but strangely it wasn't there on the return. Perhaps it
was Nick relieving hinself above ne!

I had expected to land near the top of the 15 netre pitch at the bottom of the cave
but instead | anded at the bottomof this pitch. The 15 netre rope | had with me for
this pitch was needed instead to tie to the main rope in order that the end didn't
di sappear when | unclipped fromit... Qur brand new TCC rope only just touched
down!

Interestingly, our footprints fromthe bottoming trip (when we canme down the ot her
way) |last year weren't visible so the cave nust have flooded since that time. Al

that was left was the long prusik out. It wasn't as bad as | thought it would be
and | eventually arrived at the top of the pitch to find Nick still there waiting
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for me. | also found the end of the rope caught around my pack - this explained why
the prusik seened to be getting harder the further | ascended. After sone discus-
sion we decided that the pitch was about 190 netres |ong and one of the |ongest in

t he southern hem sphere - its certainly the best in Cz.

Everything was |l eft rigged before we casually nmade our way out since there will
undoubt edly be another trip in the near future. Once again the entrance |adders
were pulled out to avoid corrosion problens. Many thanks to Nick for conming al ong
and hel ping with bolt placenent.

Dean Mor gan
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Niggly Cave - sherpa trip 24 May 1991
Party: Volker Surisd, Simon Mdrgan (a bit) and Dean Mrgan

I had been trying unsuccessfully to convince people all week to help nme take the
ropes into Niggly Cave in preparation for the assault on the big pitch. No one was
even renotely interested so | pulled Sinon out of retirenment and tal ked Vol ker into
the trip by telling hima lot of lies... ( easy walk to the entrance, easy strol

t hrough the cave, heaps of fantastic formation... etc.!). The only m stake | nmde
was indicating that | would take the 200 netre rope

The new rope was tangled on the spool so the three of us spent sonething an hour

with the rope spread all over the Florentine Road |like a giant squid untangling it.
O course this was done in the rain on the wet road so the rope wasn't really I|ight

when packed into ny pack (yes, | know | should have done it the night before...).

The next hour was spent struggling up the hill to the cave and once there, Sinon
deci ded that he had had enough. H's ropes were stuffed into Vol ker's pack. W then
struggl ed our way through the entrance series to the top of the 85 nmetre pitch. It

was unani nously decided that we wouldn't take the ropes along the rift to the top of
the new pitch as ny knuckles were already dragging on the floor fromthe weight of
t he pack.

The trip out seened exceptionally easy. The |adders were taken out in case the push
trip didn't happen for a while. Many thanks to Vol ker for not hitting ne when he
found out what the cave was really like! | think | even heard hi msay he enjoyed

hi msel f . ..

Dean Mor gan
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LATE NEWS. . ..

LI TTLE GRUNT, a cave barely 100 nmetres fromthe top of the existing quarry at |da
Bay has produced a positive dye trace to the Eastern Passage in Exit Cave... The
transit time was |ess than 48 hours (probably nmuch less as it was detected foll ow ng
sanpling after this tine) and the dye used was Rhodamine WI (the low toxicity
version). The dye trace result pronpted sone exploratory work in Little Gunt.
Hence, alnmost 2.5 kmof active and fossil stream passage was recently found and
mapped, including a side branch extending well north of the surface divide and under
t he present quarry worKkings.

ALSO fluorescein dye placed into two |ocations (eastern and western ends) in the
existing quarry. This dye has been traced to both Exit Cave and Bradl ey Chesterman
Cave. The locations used to input the dye were on the bench | evel above the rock
pile, ie above ASF Pot (the exposed hole in the face of the quarry).
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