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W Come the end of next year, the Australia Post registration scheme for bulk 
mailing of periodicals will begin a gross overhaul. Small publications auch as aura 
will not be eligible for registration as the minimum mailing per issue will be 500 
copies. Hence, after that time, the cost of mailing each individual Speleo Spiel 
will rise to normal postal rates. There will of course not be the substantial 
annual registration fee to pay. In fact, unless we undergo a huge meniberahip 
increase, the annual mailing cost will stay about the same. The bundling, labelling 
and general buggering around presently necessary will also not be required. I would 
in fact suggest that we do not renew the registration when it is next due, deapite 
being eligible for another two years. 

Anyone interested in a trip to Wales (the original version, not the New South 
variety) in August?? There is a rescue conference being held there under the 
auspices of the UIS. If you're keen, talk to Stu real soon. Airfares, Hobart 
return, are about $2.5k (its peak season). There will be plenty of opportunity to 
cave in other areas of the UK, so it could be a good chance to meet some of the 
international trogs and tee up enough cave trips to keep you in the jet-setting poor 
house for life! 

W Those of us who have "been around for a while.." (OK, the older members!) will 
doubtless remember that excellent international magazine called 
from the late seventies and early eighties. Unfortunately it disappeared from the 
newstands following some legal problems. Never fear, dear readers, another nag of 
similar intent has sprung up. Called International, it is produced by Tim 
Stratford and available from Aven Publications, Shaftsbury Centre, Percy Street, 
Swindon, SN2 2AZ, UK. From all reports it is a good read and well produced, 
although at present principally covering European caving activity. No doubt that 
will change when overseas correspondents start sending in copy. Maybe we ought to 
start sending info rather tham relying on some mainland person to do it for m!! 
Any volunteers?? 

After years of varying degrees of difficulty in getting into our favourite 
haunt, the ultimate solution has been acquired - a key to the gate! Thanka to the 
good offices of m - s  John Simpson, TCC now has a key to the "slip road" gate just 
along the Strathgordan Road as well as a key to the Junee Quarry Road gate leading 
up to the KD / Cauldron Pot / Niagara Pot / etc area. 

The club is responsible for the control of access via this key. Therefore it is 
critical that: 

(a) the keys are used 013LY on bone fide TCC tripa; 
!b) they are returned the same day they are taken, ie kept away 

from Bob's for the absolute minimum time; 
(C) for safety, and as a record for ANH &/or PWH, a logbook will 

be sited with the keys - this MlST be filled in accurately before the keys are tak- 
en! ! 

( d )  the keys must E Y l '  be loaned out to "sub-contractors" - other 
people who haven't registered in the log book; 

( e )  the keys and log book will be in a "mail box" on Bob's front 
porch and the keys wlll be on a large "tag" - something that will not be easily 
slipped in the pocket and forgotten! 
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Please do the right thing - it is a privilege to have this access arrangement, and 
it will certainly make life somewhat easier for Florentine visits. Talk to Bob Reid 
(our quartermaster) for any further information. 

For those aspiring internationalists amongst us, following are mm figures on the 
longest and deepest caves known as of late last year in this planet of ours. The 
figur-'"iare taken from tables appearing on InterNet thanks to the handiwork of Bob 
Reid. We hope and trust there is no legal problem reproducing the tables! 

Gulden's World Long Caves 

1 Hamoth Cave System 
2 Optimisticeskaya 
3 Holloch 
4 Jewel Cave 
5 Siebenhengste-hohgant 
6 Ozernaja 
7 Wind Cave 
8 khuguilla Cave 
9 Reseau de la Coumo 

d ' Hyouernedo 
10 Systeme de Ojo Guarena 
11 Fisher Ridge Gave System 
12 Zolushka 
13 Sistema Purification 
14 Gua Air jernih 
15 Friars Hole Cave System 
16 Easegill Cave 
17 Organ (Greenbrier) Cave 
18 Hirlatzhohle 
19 Uamo Kanada 

USA 547177 
USSR 178000 
Switzerland 133050 
USA 127203 
Switzerland 110000 
USSR 
USA 
USA 

France 
Spain 
USA 
USSR 
Mexico 
Malaysia 
USA 
UK 
USA 
Austria 
P N G  

20 Res. de la Dent de Crolles Frame 
21 KapKutan/Promezhutochnaja USSR 
22 Reseau de L'Alpe France 
23 Red Del Rio Silencio Spain 
24 Sistema Huautla Mexico 
25 Reseau de La Pierre Saint 

Hart in France/Spain 
26 Raucherkarhohle Austria 
27 Crevice Cave USA 
28 Complesso Fighiera-Farolfi- 

Antro Del Corchia Italy 
29 gran caverna de Santo Tomaa Cuba 
30 Cumberland Caverns USA 
31 Ogof Ffynnon Wu UK 
32 Eisriesenwelt Austria 
33 Bol'shaja Oreshnaja USSR 
34 Sloans Valley Cave System USA 
35 Xanadu Cave System USA 
36 Dachstein-Hammuthohle Austria 
37 Cueva de Uzueca Spain 

List - 
rKmm 

115.5 
20.0 
867 - 0 
133- 8 
1020.0 
20.0 
172.2 
77-0 

1004.0 
0.0 
88.4 
30.0 
904.0 
355.1 
188.4 
211.0 
148.1 
612.0 
528.0 
603.0 
200.0 
614 -0 
492.0 
1370.0 

1342.0 
725.0 
0.0 

lZl5.O 
0.0 
61 -0 
308.0 
407.0 
190.0 
73.2 
62.0 
1180.0 
0 -0 
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38 The Hole (Bogga Cave) USA 
39 Whigpistle Cave ( W X P )  USA 
40 Blue Spring Cave USA 
41 Atea Kanada P N G  
42 he£ Toghobeit H~COCCO 
43 klverson Creek Cave Sys. USA 
44 Carlsbad Cavern USA 
45 Tantalhohle Austria 
46 Ogof Men Allwedd UK 
47 System batershej a Rmkemi 

Jesky . Czech 
48 Bi~kleys Cave Sygtenn USA 
49 Pestera Vintului Raolzlnia 
50 Blue Springs Cave USA 

SPELBO SPIIu, 273 
Jan -> tfar . 1992 

* In metres 

W In metres. These figures were copied verbatim from Bob Gulden's 'World Long 
Cave List, 6/91". The preponderance of zeroes in the last decimal place 
indicates that it is not a significant digit ( I  m t  Bob has a database 
which fills in zeroes in the tenths place, significant or not). 

W Status key: IP - In Progress 
SC - Survey Completed 
S1 - Survey Incomplete 
UN-urlkmwn 

Gulden's World D e e p  Cavee 

S Iwsu amlm 
1 Reseau Jean Bernard France 
2 Shakta Vjacheslav Pantjulrhina 

USSR 
3 Sistema de la Wave spain 
4 hinako Ateak Spain 
5 Sistema Huautla Ilexico 
6 Sniezhnaj a-Mezhonnogo USSR 
7 Sistema Cuicatec(o) Ilexico 
8 Boj-Bulok USSR 
9 Reseau de La Pierre Saint 

W i n  France/Spain 
10 Reseau Rhododendrons-Gouffre 

Berger France 
11 Vladimir V. I1 jukhina System USSR 
12 Schwersystem (Batmanhole ) Austria 
13 Complesso Fighiera-Farolfi- 

Antro Del Corchia Italy 
14 Gouffre Mirolda France 
15 Abisso Ulivifer Italy 
16 Veliko Sbrego Yugoslavia 
17 Sistema Aranonera Spain 
18 hchstein-bmuthohle Austria 
19 Jubi laumsschacht Austria 
20 Sima 56 de Andara Spain 

List - 6/01 
I3a!umm IYVgsmm= 
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21 G. de Bracarr de Thurugne 6 France 
22 Anou Ifflis Algeria 
23 Abisso Vive le bnne Italy 
24 Sistema Badalona Spain 
25 Sistema del (Pozu) Xitu Spain 
26 Akmatl (Axematl)(Axemati) Mexico 
27 Arabikskaja (Kuibyshevskaja) USSR 
28 Schnee loch Austria 
29 Sima G.E.S.M. Spain 
30 Jagerbr- mtrogaysten Austria 
31 Sotan. - kotempa Mexico 
32 h. *, sofen Austria 
33 Pr hlla Neve Italy 
34 I f  thohle (Meanderhohle ) Austria 
35 1, :a de Uriello 
3F S~ebenhengste-hobgat 

Hohlensystem 
37 Reseau de la Corn 

d'Eyogernedo(e) 
38 Kievakaya 
39 Re.a,eau des Aiguilles 
40 Schellzughohle 
41 Kijahi Shunthua (Kajahe 

Xun tua ) 
42 Moskovskaj a 
43 kmnschacht 
44 Napra 
45 Skalaria 
46 Cow's Asshole Cave 
47 Abisso di Halga Fossetta 
48 Pozo de Cuetalbo (&l') 
49 Pozo del Llastral (M) 
50 Sonconga 

Spain 1022.0 

Switzerland 1020.0 

Prance 1004.0 
USSR 990.0 
France 980.0 
Austria 972.0 

Mexico 
USSR 
Switzerland 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 
Italy 
Italy 
Spain 
Spain 
Mexico 
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* In metres. Theae figures were copied wbatim from Bob Gulden's "World Deep 
Cave List, 6/91". The preponderance of zeroes in the last decimal place of 
the depth column indicates that it is n9t a significant digit (I suspect Bob 
has a database which fills in zeroes in the tentha place, significant or not). 

jcl: In metres. 

-Key: IP  - In Progress 
SC - Survey Completed 
S1 - Survey Incomplete 
UN - Unknown 

Jurrt in case you find saething of world significance (! ), aend updates (of eittaer 
list) to: 

NSS Long and Deep Cave Lists 
C/O Bob Gulden 
1333 Chapelview Drive 
Odenton, MD USA 21133-2129 
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t m N ! c A m a - ~  
PARTY: Stefan Eberhard and Vera Wong. 

SPELEO SPIEL 273 
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The intention of t h i s  t r i p  w a s  t o  push the so-called "Glory Hole" - a narrow s l o t  
with an  enticing draught which drops s t ra ight  into a shaft.  I t  had f i r s t  been noted 
back in  1983 and a t  tha t  time we had spent while trying t o  enlarge it, before 
being distracted by other things. Quite apart from the draught, it seemed t o  hold 
some promise because the passage was heading d i rec t ly  away from any other known part 
of the cave. The weather w a s  a l ternately snowing and clear.  K t  Anne and the NE 
Ridge were s t i l l  plastered in snow and we had t o  f ight  our way through quite  a b i t  
of it t o  get into the doline. The f loor of the doline w a s  covered i n  3 metres of 
snow, with deeper d r i f t s  and i c i c l e s  hanging off everywhere - quite an atmosphere t o  
"h= place.! 

h a t  ni&t we went caving, down four pitches t o  the s i t e  of the action. As it 
turned out,  we didn't have t o  employequimnt we had brought along, aa a b i t  of 
gardening of loose rocks enlarged the hole suff iciently t o  squeeze through, even 
with SRT gear on. The drop w a s  about 14 metres which lead d i rec t ly  onto a further  
drop of about 20 metres - dropping down through a dry canyon w s a g e  with collapse 
blocks on the floor. We didn't have suff icient  rope for  t h i s  next drop so had t o  
leave exploration for another day. Back a t  the 14 metre pitch is a large "window" 
in the wall which looks across t o  a shaft  with dripping water. I suspect t h i s  is 
part of the "Heartbeat Shaft" or  nearby environs. 

We emerged when very weary a t  2am i n  the morning. A t  the campsite there is a large 
stash of wine bladders for  water and also a f a i r  quantity of carbide in various 
s t a t e s  of decay (some is in excellent powder whilst some is amorphous powder). We 
carried out some of t h i s  trash and other r e l i c s  which no longer serve a pupose in  
thia place. We also carried out our s h i t  a s  there is some r i sk  of contaminating 
water supplies within the doline. 

Stefan Werhard 

ms-rrea CxKKlt CAVE (IBIO) 
PAILTP: Kathleen kLaren and Stuart Nicholas 

New members and potential new members seem t o  be popping out of the limestone quite 
frequently of l a t e ,  so a beginner's t r i p  o r  two is / w a s  called for .  Such are the 
plans of cavera and Stuey Nick tha t  when such a t r i p  is organised people suddenly 
find other things t o  occupy the i r  day! 

Never mind I guess. Jus t  the two of us wandered into the serene entrance of 
Entrance Cave (or  Hystery Creek Cave - what is the correct name for  t h i s  thing??). 
The stream waa low and no storms were looming so survival equigmrent was minimised 
and a pleasant couple of hours spent wandering some of the lower levels looking at 
glow worms and the l ike  and then up The Ramp past Broken Colunm t o  the high dry 
s tu f f .  A quick wriggle through a f a i r l y  dry Matchbox Squeeze into the bottom of 
Midnight Hole and back out again had caving gear looking a t  leas t  s l ight ly  used, ao 
a l l  w a s  not completely los t .  Slipping down the Laundry Shute had ua semi-lost but a 
couple of recce's into parts unknown soon sorted out tha t  minor pwblem. 

A short t r i p  but certainly not wasted. Home in  time fo r  a bicycle r ide  (mt keep 
up the training!)  and then back t o  the normality of writing the Speleo Spiel! Who 
e lse  is going t o  take beginner's trips?? People are keen t o  take up the sport,  but 
usually need some so r t  of introduction.-. 

Stuart  Nicholas 
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PARTY: Dean Morgan, Trevor Wailes and Stuart Nicholas 

The plans of mice and cavers... The trip waa p l d  as a multi-purpose trip into 
the middle bowels of GS. Survey from Mainline to the Mainline s\mnp (not dons up 
'till now...), look at a lead Trev was keen on Mothers Pmaege (?) a d  take 
some photo's in the general area for the (fabled?) "TCC Exploration Jour~l" . All 
in all, a Trevor benefit! 

Things ere going wrong before getting very far up the road. Whilst enjoying the 
luxw d Dean's newly acquired dog-less carriage, mention was made of the surveying 
gear hev  had his survey note pad - pity no-one had any instruments ! Dean had a 
bad ,&ache and had brought his 12 string E-type racing guitar to occupy the time 
while Trev and Stu were underground ... 
The tardy troupe did finally get under-, albeit aomewhat in the realm of old 
men rather than spritely and fit cave explorers- Wandering down the streamway in 
very low stream conditions, it was apparent that Stu was not the best - stomach 
wobbles were the order of the day, so he opted to turn back at Refuge Aven. Thia 
created more of a dilemma as he had the camera gear and expertise, m that was the 
end of another of the planned options. 

Trev and Dean went for the not-quite-a-claytons option - have a look at the area 
upstream of Trapdoor Stream. This they did, for no real gain, while Stu made hia 
way out to a bright sunny day and blow-flies en-masse at the car. Still, being able 
to wash one's caving apparel in the GS entrance stream rather than at home w a e  one 
advantage of an early finish, as was sitting in the sun waiting for the other 
remnants of this somewhat farclcal cave trip! 

Stefan had left a note and we did find him just down the Eight Road doing animals 
counts or some such intellectual activity. A return home via "a scenic route" was 
eventually made to end what was a very quiet TCC almost cave trip!. 

Stuart Nicholas 

BIG TREE P(IP (IB9) 
P186LR: Caleb Pearce and Dean Morgan. 

The day started off badly with me forgetting to get a helmet and after going to the 
Ida Bay youth hostel for a loan helmet, we blew a heater hose in the car! Luckily 
Peter Gordon from Benders Quarry was home so we had a lend of some tools and got the 
car mobile again. 

It was about llam before we finally arrived at the entrance of the cave fully 
prepared for a day full of mishaps, but luckily everything went smoothly from there 
on. All of the ropes we had were of very minimal lengths for the pitches, so there 
was some doubt if we could quite get to the bottom of the cave.-. It wasn't too 
critical as the trip was more a vertical exexise  for Caleb to practice some 
underground SRT. 

The rope for the first pitch was abut 4 metres short of the bottom so a knot 
crossing was made there. It was possible to jam yourself in the rift which made 
things a lot easier. Things went well then .ail the top of the 90 metre pitch was 
reached. We had free climbed the short 5 metre pitch just before this big pitch as 
the rope intended for this had been uaed on tne ecd of the top pitch rope! All we 
had left was one 90 metre rope and one i2 nretm rope - this necessitated a very 
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minimal rigging system using a couple of bollards on the floor and a rebelay a t  the 
head of the pitch. I descended f i r s t  and when I arrived a t  the bottom of the rope I 
wasn't quite a t  the bottom of the pitch! Only about 1 metre above the floor, so no 
real  problem, except for the need for another knot crossing exercise - with the rope 
weigh t ed ,  the end was some 5 metres off the floor! Caleb was next and last down 
(he was the only other person i n  the party!) and with m e  standing virtually next t o  
him I explained how to  crosa knots while hanging in  space. 

With our last rope we just had enough t o  get t o  the bottom for  a chocolate stop 
before beginning the prusik out of the cave. After a bad start, the t r i p  turned out 
to  be quite enjoyable. We had no bolt hangers, so none of the bolts  placed during 
the  S&R exercise last year were used. The casings were still in place with plas t ic  
jar ~ e r s  in most of them. 

- - (m) 
PBRTP: Trevor Wailes and Dean Morgan. 

There w a s  a lead in the Third World area of GS that  Trev and I had vis i ted  a while 
back. Sufficient time had passed for us t o  forget what an uupleasant area t h i s  w a s ,  
so a return v i s i t  was made for more exploration. There w a s  still plenty of snow on 
M t  Field so a very wet t r i p  was made down the main streamway with evidence of very 
heavy sumping a long way back from the normal sump. I t  had obviausly been a very 
wet couple of months. A short while l a te r  we arrived a t  the Space Rat Alley / 
Servalane junction and we chose t o  take the Space Rat Alley route as I hadn't been 
that  way before. Once back into Servalane there w a s  a f a i r  b i t  of arm exercise 
getting through t o  the Third World. The previous t r i p  had run short of t i m e ,  but we 
had the gate key on t h i s  t r i p ,  so no problem now. From the chamber I had quickly 
looked a t  on the previous t r i p  there were a couple of walkable pamages going off .  
We chose the obvious one f i r s t .  This w a s  carrying a s m a l l  stream aa we followed it 
up but it soon became steep and eventually became too narrow with only digging 
potential. Back a t  the main chamber, we s p l i t  up for a general look around. I went 
through same open rock f a l l  and came t o  another 2 metre wide meandering stream 
pasage sloping up a t  about 10 degrees. Following t h i s  in  mainly walk through 
passage for about 100 metres, it finished a t  an aven about 5 metres higher with 
smaller passage leading off from the top of it. Climbing t h i s  looked a b i t  dodgy 
without protection 80 I headed back t o  the original chamber and met up with T r w .  

Not much had been found, so we started the grind out of the cave. Thankfully upon 
arriving a t  the atreamway, the water level hadn't come up so we were able t o  get out 
that  way to  be met with a glorious sunny day outside. We even got back t o  the gate 
by 4.3opm! 

Dean b rgan  

tlRSA - Hastings / I& Bay area 
P m :  Bob Reid, Simon and Dean Morgan. 

I had been t o  Mesa Creek about 18 months ago with Arthur Clarke and on that  t r i p  
there was a 10 metre wide streambed that  w a s  completely bone dry. Arthur and I 
followed that  streambed up for about 2 km, eurveying a t  the same the, and eventual- 
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ly came to a mallet in the streambed. This waer taking a stream similar in size to 
Growling Swallet. The plan for this day was to have look around the mallet a d  
intathe bush surrounding it to try and find a way into the cave system. Unfortu- 
nately, upon arriving at the streambed, we were met with a raging torrent pouring 
down the river, making it impossible to walk up the streamway - 

It would have taken hours to walk up next to the stream in the b w h  so a hasty 
retreat wa.5 made back home. It only takes an hour of easy walking to get to Mesa 
Creek so i? anyone interested in going again when it dries out a bit?? (Like about 
now.. . .  f i ' 

- 
Dean Morgan 

(IB11) & rmt!ls CBVE (m) 
HE!kT: Grant, Gary, D a ~ y  arnd Nick, plus Dean Morgm. 

The caving scene has been virtually non-existent for the last couple of months and 
it Pooka like being that way for a while so I had to resort to taking people from 
work through things like Midnight Hole. Thia cave doee get rather boring after the 
umpteenth visit, but all of the others were mightily impressed with it. Once back 
at the cars they were still keen so I took them for a grovel though born Cave 
trying to find the wettest and muddiest parts of this cess pit. They enjoyed that 
one even more! The next day at work, they were telling everyone how fantastic 
caving is, but unfortunately they don't seem keen enough to join 'KC... 

I9lcRuXm PIBTS 
PdRTP: Bob Reid, Vera Wong and Dean Morgan. 

Bob and I had spotted some big cliffs on the back of Moonlight Flats last year 
(1990). Bob saw them from out at sea and I saw them from Southport Lagoon. From 
Xlkm away they looked like they may be limestone and were about 700 metres above sea 
level. They were an unbroken line of cliffs over 1 kilometre in length. 

We decided that the best plan of attack would be to walk up to Moonlight Flata and 
drop off the top until we found them and this i a  what we did. Finally we reached a 
position some 500 metres off them but the alpine scrub would have meant that it 
would take another couple of hours to actually reach the cliffs- From our vantage 
point it was apparent tha t  they were not limestone, but it would have been good to 
be able to see what was a t  the bottom of them. 

If anyone is interested in having a lmk, the best approach would be to walk 
halfway along the Moonlight Flats track towards Hili h e  and then walk down toward6 
Many Falls Creek, You couldn't miss the cliffs as they aren't small and are only 
about 400 metres down from the top. 

Dean Morgan 
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mnmm (1~11) / MEJTXKY CXEEII CAVE ( 1~10) &mzh l.5, m 
P m :  Kathy Kamsec, Steve Wtnton, k e n  Maep.aith and Stuart Nicholaa. 

A trip for some oldies and newiea! Which is which from the above list, I will not 
elaborate on- 

h t y  was keen to take Kathy through Midnight Hole, Raren was a visitor from 
Adelaide / Darwin and Stu was keen to keep up his average annual number of caving 
days, so all was set. An unusually fine day in the far south saw eame perspiration 
on the brow while ascending the hill from the old quarry. @spite b t y  being in 
f. m t ,  we managed to find Midnight before midday, which augured well for the met of 
the trip. 

Gea~ing up beside the tree, some unusual skull-chggery had Stu deciding to go dawn 
helmet first, with the owner some 40 or 50 metres and ten mizwrtes or so behind! 
Never mind, an invading force from SCS arrived shortly after - always guaranteed to 
divert oneas attention from the job at hand. 

The TIX troupe descended into the dark (dry) depths of Midnight and with the great 
"Bunton miraculous flying circus" in full flight, rope handling / hauling / etc 
nearly went off without a hitch. 

Less than two hours later we were assembled at the bottom of the final pitch. 
"We'll just haul the rope down and then wriggle out through Hatch Box squeeze - . " 
Some time later and not without the odd puff, pant and droplet of sweat, the 
familiar whistle of high speed rope was heard. 

It appears the 12 to 15 mm deep gKwnres worn immediately belm the eyebolt at the 
pitch top are such that there is rather more than a fraction too much friction, 
especially with thin (&inn or h) ropes. !Something needs to be done about this in 
order to avoid a disaster caused by someone pntsiking up in an attempt to free the 
rape and having it come unstuck. Perhaps a thick stainless steel plate or bar, 
suitably shaped, should be bolted (with small bolts in order that the rock is not 
overly stressed in the vicinity of the main bolt) or glued, immediately below the 
eyebolt and replaced as required? The existing eye-bolt eye is showing very little 
aigna of wear and as it is not screwed in and out of the Laxin anchor, thread 
degradation should be minimal. Some would say plt another bolt in to hang the rope 
free. If this can be placed high up and a sign installed pointing it out, well and 
good. Maybe all the eye-bolts in Midnight Hole need to be backed up with higher 
level bolts and, say, chain or wire rope between -the then two bolts. Whatever the 
solution it needs to be simple and safe because this cave is a VEER popllar cavera 
and "non-cavers" SRT / abseiling trip. Think about it and let Stu know your ideas. 

Some wanderings in Mystery Creek, with a remarkably low stream level and high crawd 
density, finally had us outside in more typical weather conditions - rain! The car 
park at the end of the track was somewhat overflowing with various TCC, SCS and 
other cars. The Dover shop provided the usual fair fare on our return drive and, 
all up, a good tme was had by all! 

Stuart Nicholaa 



 


