Conference acknowledgements and introduction

Welcome to the Conference

A very warm Victorian welcome to all delegates to the 17th Australasian Conference on Cave and
Karst Management, organised by the Australasian Cave and Karst Management Association (ACKMA)
Incorporated. The conference is hosted by Parks Victoria and the small country township of Buchan
located in East Gippsland, Victoria. For many of our delegates this will be your first visit to this part of
Australia so the following information is provided as an introduction to Buchan and the East
Gippsland area. Buchan is one of the Victorian’s oldest European settlements dating back to 1838
when eatly white settlers ventured here in search of grazing land. It is nestled between the foothills of
the Alpine and Snowy River National Park (Australian Alps) and the 90 mile beach and is best known
for its beautiful limestone caves, spectacular high country scenery, river gorges, tall forests, rainforest
and dry rain shadow woodlands. Within the small township of Buchan lies the Buchan Caves Reserve
which has been in operation since the early 1900s and is significant for its geological, cultural heritage,
environmental and landscape values. The story of Buchan Caves first began with the discovery of Fairy
Cave on the 18th March 1907 by Frank Moon. He was an incredible enthusiast and such a salesman he
helped lay the foundation of the Buchan Caves Reserve and indeed put Buchan on the map as a tourist
site. This year marks the centenary of the Fairy Cave and although this event was celebrated eatlier by
the local community, celebrations to mark this occasion and the role that Frank Moon played at
Buchan Caves will carry over into our conference week. The first white person to visit Royal Cave
(1910) and Federal Cave (1915) was Fredrick Wilson who after many years experience at Jenolan was
appointed to manage the caves at Buchan and set them for public viewing. He erected wire netting
fences and handrails throughout both Fairy and Royal Caves. He helped preserve the caves at Buchan
that otherwise would have suffered at the hands of eatly vandalism. A lot is owed to Fredrick Wilson
for his wonderful workmanship and recognition of his contribution will also be celebrated. Visitors to
the caves soon learn that the reserve is as equally beautiful above the ground as it is below. Much of
the charm and character of the reserve today can be contributed to the original landscape plan
designed by government botanist Hugh Linaker. The Reserve is now admired and valued for the
impressive collection of beautiful exotic trees that provide a stunning array of colour in autumn. Since
the work of our early pioneers the Buchan Caves Reserve has become one of Victoria’s major tourist
destinations. It consists of 260 hectares and is part of an extensive karst area containing hundreds of
caves. Buchan is a special place, of which we are very proud. It provides a wonderful example of
Indigenous and European cultural heritage — which is central to thel7th ACKMA conference theme.
Thank you for making the effort to attend our conference. We hope you enjoy your time spent with
us.

Dale Calnin, Conference Convenor

Acknowledgements
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working groups to ensure the success of this conference. Leanne and Matt particularly have
contributed enormously, coordinating accommodation, transport and endless other logistical
needs — thank you so much.
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e Special thanks must be given our conference coordinator Allison Marion. Alli’s contribution
to this conference has been outstanding. Her planning and organisational skills have been
exemplified and without her the conference would not have succeeded.

e To Parks Viectoria for your support throughout and for allowing the conference to be at
Buchan Caves Reserve.

e To the Friends of Buchan Caves group for their continuous dedication and work effort in the lead
up to the conference in order to finalise their low voltage lighting display in Federal Cave.
‘Friends” members assisting during the Conference include Peter and Marg Robertson, Glenn
Baddeley, Miles and Rhonwen Pierce, and Nicholas White.

e To Dr Susan White and Ken Grimes for putting together the Conference Field Guide and Kent
Henderson for Conference Handbook.

Sponsors

Parks Victoria is a major sponsor of the event, contributing resources and staff time to organise and
manage the event. East Gippsland Shire Council provided the funding for the conference satchel.
Wyanga Park Winery provided a candlelit dinner cruise for two people. To the local Buchan
community, thank you for the way you have welcomed, assisted and supported the conference.
Caterers, local suppliers and community groups have been remarkably helpful to ensure that the visit
to Buchan by conference attendees is comfortable and enjoyable. Finally I thank all attendees for
making the effort to attend the 2007 conference — particularly those who have travelled great distances
to be here and all who are contributing presentations, assisting with field inspections, or assisting in
some way to ensure the success of the conference. I sincerely thank you all for your contribution and
support. Yours in Cave and Karst Management,

Dale Calnin, Conference Convenot.

Volunteers assisting at the conference
All of whom have the grateful thanks of the Organising Committee

Parks Victoria Team:

Allison Marion Leanne Hodge Matt Holland Dave Harper
Scotty Graham Robyn Calnin Carole Young Phil McGuinn
Gail Wright Dennis Matthews Graham Parkes Ricky Mullet
Yas Aley John Rogerson Maree King Daryl Burns

Friends Group of Buchan Caves
Buchan Caves Staff:

Gail Calnin Annemarie Henderson ~ Robyn Benton Kate Kenyon
Keith Greenwood Heather Johnson (Daly) Dean Phelan

BUCHAN PRIMARY SCHOOL ASSISTS ACKMA!

The Buchan Primary School children have prepared historic figurines of people who have made a
significant contribution to the history of Buchan and the Buchan caves. On each of the figurines
features a description of the person it represents and the role that they have played. The figurines are
situated at various locations around the Buchan township and the Buchan Caves Reserve and will help
orientate delegates throughout the conference week, or be enjoyed as part of a self guided walk.

The Conference Organising Committee would like to sincerely thank the Buchan Primary School
children and staff for their efforts.
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Conference Photo, Buchan, Victoria (K. Henderson photo)
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List of delegates

(alphabetically arranged)
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Barry Richard
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David Rowling
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